
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BYUS WEST ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF ) 
AN INTERCONNECTION COST ADJUSTMENT ) 
MECHANISM ) 

ORDER GRANTING 
INTERVENTION 

TC97-005 

On January 14, 1997, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received 
an application from US WEST Communications, Inc., (US WEST) seeking to allow US WEST to 
implement an Interconnection Cost Adjustment Mechanism (ICAM) for a defined 36-month period. 
According to the application, "The ICAM is limited to one time, extraordinary or start-up costs for 
systems modifications or development, network rearrangements and business office processes 
effectively mandated by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for the convenience of and use by U S 
WEST's competitors, and to facilitate U S WEST's existing customers' ability to choose a different 
local exchange service provider. Because no current or proposed rate or charge will provide an 
opportunity for U S WEST to recover all of these extraordinary, one-time or start-up costs, U S 
WEST proposes the ICAM to recover the totality of such costs." U S WEST has requested 
expeditious Commission treatment of this application. 

An intervention deadline of January 31, 1997, was established and Dakota Cooperative 
Telecommunications, Inc. (DCT), its subsidiaries Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc. (DTS) 
and Dakota Telecom, Inc. (DTI), PAM Communications (PAM), MCI Telecommunications 
Corporation (MCI), McleodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc. (McleodUSA), Sprint 
Communications Company L.P. (Sprint), AT&T Communications of the Midwest, Inc. (AT&T), and 
Midco Communications, Inc. (Midco) have timely filed petitions to intervene. 

The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 and 49-31. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting of February 11, 1997, the Commission found that the 
Petitions to Intervene were timely filed and demonstrated good cause to grant intervention. It is 
therefore 

ORDERED that the Petitions to Intervene of DCT, DTS, DTI, PAM, MCI, McLeodUSA, Sprint, 
AT&T, and Midco are granted. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this c?tJ it, day of February, 1997. 
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