
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) 
OF BLACK HILLS POWER INC. DBA ) 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY FOR A FACILITY ) 
PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT A 230 KV ) 
TRANSMISSION LINE AND ASSOCIATED ) 
FACILITIES IN PENNINGTON COUNTY ) 

) 
) 

ORDER GRANTING JOINT 
MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF 

SETTLEMENT STIPULATION AND 
ORDER GRANTING PERMIT TO 
CONSTRUCT TRANSMISSION 

FACILITIES; NOTICE OF ENTRY 

EL 19-006 

On February 5, 2019, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received an Application for a Facility Permit for a wind energy facility (Application) from Black Hills 
Power, Inc. dba Black Hills Energy (BHE) for a permit to construct a 0.7 mile 230 kV transmission 
line and associated facilities (Project) in Pennington County, South Dakota. The Project would 
include a substation at the location of the former Ben French Power Plant on the northwest side 
of Rapid City, South Dakota. It will also include a 230 kV transmission line from the substation 
running southeast approximately 0.2 miles, then east approximately 0.5 miles. The transmission 
line will be constructed entirely within an existing BHE easement, and the substation will be 
constructed on property owned by BHE. 

On February 7, 2019, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and 
the intervention deadline of April 8, 2019, to interested individuals and entities on the 
Commission's PUC Weekly Filings electronic listserv. No petitions to intervene or comments were 
filed. A public input meeting was held in Rapid City on March 18, 2019. No person sought party 
status in this docket. SHE responded to all staff data requests. SHE and staff filed a Settlement 
Stipulation and Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation on May 20, 2019. 

The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 49-
418, specifically 49-418-1, 49-418-4, 49-418-4, 49-418-22, 49-418-24, and ARSD 20:10:01: 19 
and Chapter 20: 10:22. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on May 28, 2019, the Commission considered this 
matter. Having thoroughly reviewed the filings in the docket and after making further inquiry of the 
parties, the Commission found that the terms and conditions proposed in the Settlement 
Stipulation were just, reasonable, and in the public interest and that good and sufficient cause 
was demonstrated to approve the Settlement Stipulation. The Commission voted unanimously to 
grant the Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation and approve the Settlement 
Stipulation. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Stipulation is hereby granted, 
and the Settlement Stipulation is hereby approved. The Settlement Stipulation is incorporated by 
reference into this Order the same as if it had been set forth in its entirety herein. It is further 

ORDERED, that the Applicant is granted the requested permit to construct the Project, 
subject to the conditions set forth in the Settlement Stipulation. 



NOTICE OF ENTRY 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Final Decision and ~{l~~ Granting Permit to Construct 
Transmission Facilities was duly issued and entered on the ~\::5 day of May 2019. 
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