
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) 
BY CROCKER WIND FARM, LLC FOR A ) 
PERMIT OF A WIND ENERGY FACILITY ) 
AND A 345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE IN ) 
CLARK COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA, FOR ) 
CROCKER WIND FARM ) 

ORDER ASSESSING 
FILING FEE; AUTHORIZING 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO A CONSUL TING CONTRACT 

EL 17-055 

On December 15, 2017, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received an application from Crocker Wind Farm LLC (Crocker) for a wind energy facility and 
transmission facility permit a 345 kV Transmission Line (Projects) to construct the Crocker Wind 
Farm, a wind energy facility located on approximately 29,331 acres of privately owned land in Clark 
County, South Dakota, approximately 8 miles north of Clark, South Dakota. The proposed projects 
include up to 120 wind turbines, associated access roads, a new collector substation, an 
operations and maintenance facility, and associated 345 kilovolt (kV) transmission in Clark County, 
South Dakota. The projects will result in the installation of approximately 5.2 miles of overhead 
transmission that will be wholly located within the Wind Farm's boundary. The Transmission Line 
Route will run from a substation in Section 30 of Township 119N, Range 58W to the Point-of­
Interconnect (POI), which is located approximately 2 miles north of the town of Crocker in Section 
9 of Township 119N, Range 58W. Two routing options from the substation in Section 30 are under 
consideration. At the POI, the power will transfer to the Basin Electric Groton-to-Watertown 345 
kV transmission line, part of the Southwest Power Pool, lnc./Western Area Power Administration 
Transmission line portfolio in Clark County, South Dakota. 

SDCL 49-41 B-12 authorizes the Commission to assess a maximum fee not to exceed one­
quarter of one percent for the first one hundred million dollars of estimated construction costs of 
the Project plus one-twentieth of one percent of all additional estimated construction costs of the 
Project. However, the minimum total fee chargeable may not be less than eight thousand dollars. 
The fee shall be deposited in a subfund in the Commission's Regulatory Assessment Fee Fund to 
defray Commission expenses incident to analyzing and ruling upon the Application. 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on January 3, 2018, the Commission considered this 
matter. Commission Staff requested that the Commission assess a filing fee not to exceed 
$500,000 with an initial deposit of $8,000 and to authorize the Executive Director to enter into 
consulting contracts needed for review of the Application. Crocker stated it did not object to the 
fee assessment. The Commission voted unanimously to assess Crocker a filing fee in an amount 
not to exceed $500,000, with a minimum filing fee of $8,000 to account for actual expenses 
incurred in review of the wind energy facility portion of this filing commencing from the filing date. 
The Commission further voted unanimously to authorize the Executive Director to enter into 
necessary consulting contracts. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that Crocker shall be assessed a filing fee not to exceed $500,000 for the wind 
energy facility portion of the Application. It is further 

ORDERED, that Crocker shall make an initial deposit with the Commission in the amount 
of the minimum filing fee of $8,000 and shall from time to time make such additional deposits up 
to the total amount of the assessment as requested by the Commission's Finance Manager. It is 
further 



ORDERED, that the Executive Director is authorized to enter into necessary consulting 
contracts. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this -1tb,.. day of January 2018. 
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