
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
LIFELINE/TRIBAL LINK UP ADVERTISING/OUTREACH 

ANNUAL REPORT 
JULY 1, 2017 

 
 

Company:  Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 
 
Address:  101 N. 3rd Street____________________ 
 
   Beresford, SD  57004________________ 
 
        ______ 
 
Telephone number: 605/763-2500______________________ 
 
Company contact: Todd Hansen, General Manager_______ 
 
Study Area Code: 391649___________________________ 
 
 
 
Lifeline/Tribal Link Up Advertising/Outreach Activities: 
 
    X  Advertise in media of general distribution.*  (See attached  
  advertisement(s).) 
 
    X  Letter to existing and new customers regarding the availability of  
  Lifeline/ Tribal Link Up within 1st 30 days of service.*  (See attached letter.) 
 
   X  Company's Lifeline/Tribal Link Up information in directory. 
 
   X  Company's Lifeline/Tribal Link Up information available on Company website. 
  ((www.bmtc.net) 
 
   X  Company's information posted on USAC website. 
 
   X  Other (describe):    Information placed on City Hall bulletin board_______ 
 
    for public viewing          
 
              
 
*Required 

http://(www.bmtc.net/


Thursday, January 21, 2016 BERESFORD REPUBLIC 

COMMUNITY 
Beraford Municipal Telephone Compuy Rates 

and 
Lifeline Program 

Beresford Municipal Telephone Company provides basic and enhanced telecommunications 
services within its service area. Basic services are offered at the following rates: 

Single Line Residential Service 
Single Line Business Service 
Multi tine Business Service 

Local resident and business service includes: 

$25.45 
$28.95 
$32.07 

)> Voice grade access to the public telephone network 
)> Single-party flat-rated local service free of per minute charges 
)> Dual tonemulti-fi:equency signaling (touch-tone) service 
)> Access to directory assistance services 
)> Access to other operator services 
)> Access to 911 emergency services 
)> Access to interexchange (long distance) services 
)> Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers 

Lifeline telephone assistance program is available for qualifying low-income subscribers. This 
program provides a monthly service discount on telephone service. Toll blocking at no charge 
and reduced deposits are also available. To q,ualify, a subscriber must participate in at least one 
of the following programs or have a household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal 
Poverty Guidelines: 

)> Medicaid 
)> Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Food Stamps program) 
> Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) 
)> National School Lunch (NSL) free lunch program 
)> Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
> Federal Public Housing Assistance 
)> Low Income Housing Energy Assistance 

Beresford Telephone Company's voice service is a Lifeline-supported service. Only eligible 
consumers may enroll in the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must provide documentation 
demonstrating eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance 
programs, or through income-based means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their 
eligibility every year. The Lifeline program is limited to one benefit per household, consisting of 
either wireline or wireless service. A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program, 
as an individual or group of individuals who live together at the same address & share income 
and expenses. Lifeline is a government benefit program, and consumers who willfully make false 
statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by fine or imprisorunent or can be 
barred from the program. 

The basic services described above are offered to all consumers in BMTC's service area. If you 
have any questions regarding telecommunication services, please call BMTC's office at 
763-2500. 
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Beresford Municipal Telephone Company Rates 
and 

Lifeline Program 

Beresford Municipal Telephone Company provides basic and enhanced telecommunications 
services within its service area. Basic services are offered at the following rates: 

Single Line Residential Service 
Single Line Business Service 
Multi Line Business Service 

Local resident and business service includes: 

$25.45 
$28.95 
$32.07 

~ Voice grade access co the public telephone network 
), Single-party flat-rated local service free of per minute charges 
> Dual tone multi-frequency signaling (touch-tone) service 
» Access to directory assistance services 
>- Access to other operator services 
), Access to 911 emergency services 
}.,, Access to interexchange (long distance) services 
> Toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers 

Lifeline telephone assistance program is available for qualifying low-income subscribers. This 
program provides a monthly service discount on telephone service. Toll blocking at no charge 
and reduced deposits are also available. To qualify, a subscriber must participate in at least one 
of the following programs or have a household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal 
Poverty Guidelines: 

~ Medicaid 
)"' Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Food Stamps program) 
> Temporary Aid to Needy Families (TANF) 
)"' National School Lunch (NSL) free lunch program 
> Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
> Federal Public Housing Assistance 
> Low Income Housing Energy Assistance 

Beresford Telephone Company 's voice service is a Lifeline~supported service. Only eligible 
conswners may enroll in the Lifeline program. Lifeline applicants must provide documentation 
demonstrating eligibility either through participation in one of the qualifying federal assistance 
programs, or through income-based means. Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their 
eligibility every year. The Lifeline program is limited to one benefit per household, consisting of 
either wire line or wireless service. A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline program, 
as an individual or group of individuals who live together at the same address & share income 
and expenses. Lifeline is a government benefit program, and consumers who willfolly make false 
statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or can be 
barred from the program. 

The basic services described above are offered to all consumers in BMTC's service area. lfyou 
have any questions regarding telecommunfoation services, please call BMTC's office at 
763-2500. 
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Beresford Municipal Telephone 
120 E. Main Street 

Beresford, SD 57004 
763-2500 

Notice to Beresford Municipal Telephone Company Customers 

Low l11come Assista1tce Available: 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company is authorized to provide a federal telephone assistance program that was 
developed in response to concerns about the affordability of telephone service for low-income citizens. The Lifeline 
program provides reduced monthly charges to residential telephone subscribers who qualify. 

Who is Eligible? 
Subscribers must have household income that is at or below 13 5% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines or the subscriber, 
one or more of their dependents, or their household must participate in al least one of the following public assistance 
programs to be eligible: 

Medicaid Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Food Stamps Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Federal Housing Assistance Tempora1'Y Aid to Needy Families 
NationaJ School Lunch Free Lunch Program 

((you do not participate in one or more of the programs listed above, you may qualify for Lifeline if your household 
income does not exceed 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (see table below). 

2016 Health and Human Services Poverty Guidelines 
Number in 135% Guideline (Annual) Number in 
Residence Residence 
I $16,038 5 
1 $21,627 6 
3 $27,216 7 
4 $32,805 8 
For each additional person after 8, add $5,616 to the annual guideline. 

Source: Federal Register, Vol. 81 No. 15, January 25. 2016, pp. 4036-4037. 

What does the Program Provide? 

135% Guideline (Annual) 

$38,394 
$43,983 
$49,586 
$55,202 

Lifeli11e provides eligjble subscribers with a credit of $9 .25 on their basic telephone charges. The credit applies on the 
main home te.lephone line listed in the name of the eligible telephone company subscriber. L ifeline subscribers also may 
receive blocking of long distance calling on their telephone line at no charge. 

How dol applv? 
lf you meet the eligibility requirements, you must completely fill out and sign an application fonn . You must also show 
proof of program participation or income eligibility. More details on this documentation requirement and application 
fo1ms are available at our office at: Beresford Municipal Telephone Company, 120 E. Main St., Beresford, SD 57004, 
and at Beresford City Hall, 10 l N. 3rd St., Beresford, SD 57004. 

Could I .Become Ineligible? 
When you no longer are eligible to participate in any of the above assistance programs, you are no longer eligible for 
Lifeline. You are obligated by law to notijj; Beresford Municipal Telephone Company and advise the company that you 
are no longer eligible for Lifeline. 

If you feel you qualify for this program or would like more information, 
please call us at 763-2500 or stop in our office at 120 E. Main Street. 

4/2016 



U.S. CODP., ll'fLl1 19 
900~101, RM3 

f'r•we! !Jy Wlro. Who6vor, luwlrltt d1,vJi,n,1 rir fnt,,mdlti(J l·o dl"vlM µtty 11r ht1 111f 01' ,1, illlr/1 In r1t ft r111,I, or 
few ol7t;Mlnln0 ,nnno,v or prop1·1·t,y liy 111011t1 11 ol' f11IM 01 rl'1111dulim1, 1m, 1 i,11Mu, 1·11ri1 orio11 u,11·1<,11 .. , " ' 11ru111 
1006, t ra11e111lt,e or ctiueee ·tto f10 t,rLlM:.>111l~t.cd vy 111t1tmf:l or wlt·t., rndlo. ur 1,11ll"vlt,I01i l)tJt111111,nk.t11 lu11 l11 
lrrtuet tr~c: or foreign commerce, and wrlt;lngs, 010110, t'>lanolo. tJir; ~u1·cu. "' 1>m1t11l1, l'o, 1,li" p111·1it1111r ,,1 
execu·i;ing such scheme or artifice, e;h.ill be: fined 11ot t11orc tJw11 !Pl.OUU.00 or h1111r loH11/l( I 1101 r11111r 
than five ycare. or bo·th. 

HOUSE BILL NO .• 639, ae; passed by the Fifty·Sccotitl 5 et,5ion of 1,111: l 1:1~ll1lt1 l,111·, or tl,r '• l , 11 ( nl 
South Dakot,a s·tipulate0 the following: 

1. Any person owning or having control of tin_y pipes, wires. c.ablee;, or nLlim• r.,,.1111,1,.,11 l,,r I lti< 
transmission of ga0, oil, electricity, wa·tcr, communication5, or ocher proil11al,o or Mt vlr 1111, 

which arc buried beneath the surface of t he ground, ihcludlng are,i;:; wl1;hh1 1:lt,. 111111 11, ul ,•ttY 
political subdivision, shall give written notice thcreof'to the office of 1,ho 1'1."(J lt>~l!r 11(' ,lo,11•1• 111 
the county where the facilities are located. 

2. The register of deed0 of each county where the facilities dcscril7ed ~ire vurlrd ,•1111111 111,1 Htill!ili 
and maintain a uniform file system containing the information f1Jrnlshed by vhr flWM t o, I 'Al 
son having control of the0c facilities. 

3. Any person Intending to conduct any digging, grading, leveling, excavating. l:,l,it1th1r1. r1, , ,1t11t1 ,11 
activities upon the land0 described in the notice shall request the person own Ina u, N111·l I r,I 
ling the facilities to accurately locate them upon the land where they tire sJt:u.% cal. , IL l11t111 I 
two days per location, not counting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidi tya. f11rlh1•1• I l1r I nr11 
mcnccment of the activity. 

Lifeline and Toti Limitation Service support provide discounts to eligible low-Income co11•,1111111, ,, 1,, 
help them establish and maintain telephone service. Note: Telecommunications carticn, c;111111n1 
charge a Llfoline customer federa l USF fees on ·t;hc local service portion of their telephone !Jill. 

What type of discount le avai/a/;,/e? 

Lifeline as0is~ncc lowers the cost of basic, monthly local telephone 0ervicc. Eligible ClltW Lllllr t " 
receive a $9.25 credit per mon·t;h. 

Eligible residents of Indian reservations or tribal land0 can receive up to an additional $25 In I lfr.llt1r· 
support, but must pay at lea5t: $1 for basic monthly service. 

Eligible low-income con0umere; living on tribal lands arc eligible for an additional di0count of up 1,n !/!'/(, 
to cover 100% of the charges bo,tween $60 and $130. 

Toll Limitation Service (TLS) support allows eligible consumers who wish to avoid incurring larg11 101111 
di0tance fees t,o choose toll blocking or toll control at no cost. 

How do I know whether I am eligiule? 

Eligibility for Lifeline and TLS support varies by 0tate. Individuals who re0ide in 0tatee; that have l,hr ir 
own discount program6 qualify for federal Lifeline and TLS support if they meet the eligibil i·ty criterl., 
established by their 0tate. In 0tatcs that do not provide state support, an Individual le; eligible If 111 1 

4 Bmre,, 1ckrJ,0i11e- J)~f&,y JtJ/~ 

:, 
:, 

r•t ,!1~ f',1t' l 11 llp,1H l!f• ill UtlC, Of Lill' floJlrJWltt~ flf'OlJrnmi,: 
I rJW"llll:.Orll /S I lr>i11i, fi 11Cr€)y Ai,~Jt,; t,,1110/l l~rograni (LIHEAP) 
J /'dr,1•, 1l l '1JIJII<: I lc,uol110 Aeelot.ancc or Sec t;ion 8 
1v1,.,a1r., 11J 

• I· or)c;t G t,111tqJt1 

Gupplnn1ent,al 5ecuri1,y Income (551) 
I 1J lnr,mr~ry Aa5let ance for Needy Families (TANF) 
N11t.kmal School Lunch Program's free lunch program 

It I udefrtion. ti cone;umer may be eligible if his or her household income le at or below 1.3e 
r1vvc,·ty guldellnes. 

'fo apply for Lifeline and TLS discount5, please contact Beresford Municipal Telepho1 
N . .3rd, Beresford, SD 57004 or (605)763-2500. 

Use Of 'Telephone .for.:~bt 
Collection Pu~ose! 
rhe Federal Communications Commission has received information that i~tcrstatc tele 
being ue;ed for collection of claimed debts in way5 that arc or may be in 111olation of app 
t;.he telephone companies and criminal 0tatutes. Practicc:0 alleged incluJc calling at o 
day or· night; repeated call5; call5 to friends, neighl,ore;, relatives, employers, and childr 
t1 variety of threats; calls a0scrting falsely that credit ratings will be hi;rt; calls fats, 
legal process is about to be served; ca lls demanding payment0 for amoLnts not owed 
of employment; and ca ll s misrepre0cnting t he terms and conditions of cxtsting or prop 
Alt;hough many of these calls are placed on a local basi0, there ie; incrca!:iing indic; 
ilnproper practice!:'> al5o involve use of interstate toll and Wide Arca Telephone Service ( 

fariffo of the telephone companle0 forbid use of the telephone " ... for a call or callE 
otherwise, if in a manner rcae;onably to be expected t;o frighten, abuse, torment. or han 
for call0 that " . . . interfere unreasonably with the use of the service by one or more ot 
or calls for" ... unlawful purpo6e.'· Upon violation of any of the0e conditions the telepho, 
l1y writ·t.en notice, discontinue service "forthwith." These tariff regulations are fi led Mth 1 

puri;uant to Section 203 of the Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 203. and are binding c 
company and customer alike. Users of t he telephone service are al00 5ubjcct to the er 
ceeding0 provided for in Sections 401 and 411 of the Communications A..--t. In additlo, 
telephone service for violation of the tariffs, Section 223 of the Communicstione; Act r 
to U5C the telephone in the Di5t rlct of Columbia or In inter0·1;atc or foreign commu~ic 
"tepeatcd telephone calls, during which conversation ensues, solely to hara0s any per5 
number" orto knowingly permit "others to U6e his telephone" for such purpose. Penalt ic, 
Section 223 are a fine up to $500.00 or six month0' Imprisonment, or both, 47 U.S.C. 

f'he Commi0sion i0 concerned t-hat some users of tele~hone service may be unaware of · 
1·0 refrain from using the service for abusive or harassing call!:i. It is .al00 concerned t 
nt1Jy ue willfully and repeatedly violating t he provi5ion of the tariffs and the applicabl( 
1Ju.r& t he telephone companic:0 arc not adequately enforcing their tariffo. Accordingly, 
i!:l 166Uing this Public Notice in order t hat the public may be informed of the requiremen 
area and so that users may be alerted to their legal obligation0 in the o6e of the tc 
pcr1alt ie0 for failure to abide thereby. 



Beresford Municipal Telephone 
120 E. Main Street 

Beresford, SD 57004 
763-2500 

** Low Income Assistance Available for Telephone Customers ** 

Low /11come Assistance.Available: 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company is authorized to provide a federal telephone assistance program that was 
developed in response to concerns about the affordability of telephone service for low-income citizens. The Lifeli11e 
program provides reduced monthJy charges to telephone subscribers who qualify. ; 

Wlto is Eligible? 
Subscribers must have household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines Q! must participate 
in at least one of the following public assistance programs to be eligible: 

Medicaid Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Food Stamps Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
Federal Housing Assistance Temporary Aid to Needy Families 
National School Lunch Free Lunch Pro.gram 

What does the Program Provide? 
Lifeline provides eligible subscribers with a credit of$9.25 on their basic telephone charges. The credit applies on the 
main home telephone line listed in the name of the eligible telephone company subscriber. Lifeline subscribers also may 
receive blocking of long clistanc,e calling on their telephone line at no charge. 

How do/ apply? 
lf you meet the eligibility requirements, you must completely fill out and sign an application form. You must also show 
proof of program participation or income eligibility. More details on this documentation requirement and application 
forms are available at our office at: Beresford Municipal Telephone Company, 120 E. Main St.~ Beresford, SD 57004, 
and at Beresford City Hall, l O 1 N. 3rd St., Beresford. SD 57004. 

l 
Could I Become Ineligible? 
When you no longer are eligible to participate in any of the above assistance programs, you are no longer eligible for 
Lifeline. You are obligated by law to notify Be,•esford Municipal Telephone Company and advise the company that you 
are no longer eligible for Lifeline. · 

If yo11 feel you qualify for tl,is program or would like more information, 
please call us at 763-2500 or stop in our office at 120 E. Mai11 Street 

June 2014 
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