
December 14,2006 

Patr~cla Van Gerpen 
Executl~e Director 
South Dakota Pitblic Ut~l l t~es  Commiss~oii 
500 Last C'ap~tol A\ cnue 
Plel-re. SD 57501 

Re: In the Matter of the Confidential Settlement Agreement between 
Qwest Corporation and Black Hills Fibercom, LLC 
TC06-093 

Dear Ms. Van Gerpen: 

Pursuant to tlie Comn~ission's request, Qwest hereby submits the following for tlie 
Commission's review: 

1 . Request for Confidential Treatment of Information; and 

7 - .  Confidential Settlement Agreement between Qwest Corporation and Black 
Hills Fibercom, LLC. 

Plcasc contact the undel-slgncd ~f you have any questions In t h s  regard. 

Very tri11y YOLKS, 

Jason D. Topp 

Enclosures 

cc: Wllliani P. Heaston 
Colleen Sevold 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE TC06-093 
CONFIDENTIAL SETTLEMENT 
lGREEMENT BETWEEN QWEST REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL 
CORPORATION AND BLACK HILLS TREATMENT OF INFORMA'I'ION 
FIBERCOM, LLC 

Pursuant to ARSD 20: 10:0 1 :4 1 ,  Qwest Corporation ("Qwest"), through the 

undcrslgned counsel, requests confidential treatment as follows: 

1 .  Confidential protection is soi~ght for the Confidential Settlement Ageenient 

bet\\cen Qwest and Black Hllls Fibercorn, LLC. 

The pages are ~narlted as confidential and are prov~ded in a sealed envelope. 

2 .  The Confidential Settlement Agreenicnt referenced herein must be protected 

for the life of this docket. When the docket is closed, all protected information must be 

retul-lied to Qwest 

3 .  The person to be notified is Jason D. Topp, Qwest Corporation, 200 South 

F~fth Street, Room 2200, M~nneapolis, MN 55402; telephone (612) 672-8905. 

4. The claim for protection is based on ARSII 20:10:01:39 (4) and SDCL 37-29- 

l (4 ) .  

5 .  The Confidential Settlement Ag-eenient referenced lierein contailis 

confidentlal and proprietary infonilation regarding details of an agreemelit between Q~ves t  

and Black Hills Fibei.com, LLC. Disclosure of this infol-mation will provide actual and 

potential competitors w~tl i  ~nfomat ion  wli~ch is not p ~ ~ b l i c l y  available and could provide 



thcm u 1t1i an 11n~11r conlpetlt~ve advantage. Add~tionally, thls informatlo11 should be 

protected because it derives ~ndependent econonxc kalue, actual 01- potent~al, fi-om not bemg 

yenel-ally knomn to, and not being read~ly asccstainable by proper- means by, other persons 

\ \ho  can obta~n economic value fro111 its disclosi~re or use. Compet~tors with access to t h ~ s  

~ ~ i f o r m a t ~ o n  could usc ~t to makc strateg~es and tact~cal d e c ~ s ~ o n s  that could be l~armfui to the 

success and psofitab~lity of Qwest. Release of thls ~nfol-mation to competitors would unfairly 

enable them to make strategic and tactical decisions that woiild be Iiarmfill to the success and 

profitability of Qwest. 

Accordmgly, Qwest respectfully requests that the Com~iiission grant this request for 

confidential protection. 

Dated this 14th day of December, 2006. 

QWEST CORPORATION 

Jason D. Topp 
200 South Fifth Street, Room 2200 

' M~nneapolis, h4N 55402 
(6 12) 672-8905 
Jason.topp(&3qwest.com 


