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BEFORE THE
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST GF S
GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS Docket New -
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL

UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, inc. by and through its attorme

submits a Request for Certification to the South Dukota Public Udh

(“Commission”) seeking certification from the Commission pursuani to 47 CF.R. § 54

.....

support of this Request, Golden West Telecommumications Cooperative, Ing

foliowing:

1. On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (1
relative to the federal universal service support mechanism for rural

(hereafter referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™), w part,

54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal w

support that is received by rural incumbent local esclange carmers ang
pp Y i

53‘%% i o ’Ef

telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service arcas. Pursuant to gu

that desire rural carriers within their jurisdiction to receive {uture federad w

support must file an annual certification with the FCC and the Universal Servie

Company (“USAC™) stating that federal high cost suppuost provided tw such

o

State will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgra

for which the support is intended. This certification reguirement appiies 16 ¥

' OC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and Crder, Ty
Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in OO Doclket |
Daocket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001,




federal universal service support, including support provided pursuant to 47 € F.R. §§ 54

54.305, and/or 54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart ¥ (high-cost loop sup

switching siupport, safety net additive support, and safety valve supporty,

~under these FCC rule provisions will only in the future be made available if

Commission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

2. The certification required for rural carriers to receive feders! s

for all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is curremtly due to be filed with the

USAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be pres

form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must idemtify which oo
are eligible to receive federal support during the 1Z-month perfod and mest cert

carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, nuwntensnce, and @

facilities and services for which the support is intended.

The Company provides local exchange telephone services, el

that are included in the federal definition of universal service, to approx

lines within its established rural service area in South Dakots,

4. This Commission has limited regulatery

o
v
46y

Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. and its provisioning

SDCL § 49-31-5.1, the local exchange service rates cha

cooperatives, municipal telephone systems, and independent telephane conmpn

than fifty thousand local exchange subscribers are not subject o the Cax

authority. In cases where State Commissions have lmited reg




carriers, the FCC has indicated that these carriers should themseives in

process by presenting a plan to ensure compliance with the requirensent ipy 47

that universal service support will only be used for the provision, maintenance,

facilities and services for which the support is intended. Based on this fied p
that the State Commission may make the appropriate certification lo the FCE*

5. The purpose of this filing is to provide informatmn constit

Telecommunications Cooperative’s plan for the use of its federal umives

otherwise verify that Golden West Telecommunications Ceoperative, fng.

universal service support received in a manner that is conststent with the e

service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254.

6. In the process of determining whether federal universsl s

S

manner consistent with the Federal Communications Act, the “untvessal s

established in Section 254(b) are instructive. That Section st

“policies for the preservation and advancement of wniversal servi

identified principles:

(1) Quality services should be available at jusgt, roasonable, aud aftord

(2) Access to advanced telecommunications and informatiosn ser
provided in all regions of the Nation.

(3) Consumers in all regions of the Nation, inelading
those in rural, insular, and igh-cost areas,
telecommunications and information services, wic
and advanced telecommunications and informatis
comparable to those services provided in urbur ar
rates that are reasonably comparable to rates cha
areas. . . .

* Fourteenth Report and Order, 9 188.



(6) Elementary and secondary schools and classroams
libraries should have access to [certain] advanced telecoms

7. The FCC has declined to dictate specifically hesw ths st

are using federal universal service support consistent with the

examples of how the support can be used to approsriately furthics waive
PRIOY 3

FCC has stated:

[A] state could [use the federal support to] asdius
direct carriers to use the federal support to repl
service support to high cost rural areas . . .

A state could also require carriers o use the fo
in rural areas to ensure that services prov
comparable 1o services provided it urhan sreas of the

8. The FCC provided the above sxample

how support can be used consistent with Section 25d{e)

State Commission believes they are consss

contained in Section 254.

9. Golden West Telecommumicntions Coops

telecommunications carvier has received federal vniy

to receive support during calendar An of o

Company should receive in 2002 have not wet beon i

however, offers the following estimates concerning t

High-Cost Loop Support

* Ninth Report and Order and Eighteenth Ornder on Hegs
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Servicey. 3
* 1t should be noted that Long Term Suppert armounts sre 1
deal with certification under 4A7USC Section 254{es for thess anwms
446.

3
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Local Switching Support (DEM Weighting) $820.000
Safety Net Additive Support $0
Safety Valve Support 50
10. For calendar year 2002, Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. intends
to malke the following network facility and equipment investments:
General Support Facilities
COE Switching
All exchanges - Monitoring System
COE Transmission (Local and Joint Use)
Cable & Wire Facilities (Local and Joint Use)
Enning exchange upgrade —
220 route miles fiber and copper in local loop
Electronics
Belvidere exchange —
Digital Carrier
All exchanges —
Work order activity
11 In providing local exchange telecommunications services, Golden West
Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. will also incur other costs. In 2002, these costs will
include:
Plant Specific
Plant Non-Specific

Corporate Operations

5



Operating Taxes
12. Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. estimates that the total costs
deseribed above relating to its planned network facility and equipment investments and other
apenses to be incurred in providing local exchange telecommunications services will exceed
11,500,000,

13. Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the federal law and also
the vecent FCC orders referenced herein, Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc.
will use federal universal service amounts received in 2002 (estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to
offset a portion of these total costs. This use of federal universal service support will enable
Uolden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. to: (1) maintain rates for its local exchange
services that are affordable and reasonabiy comparable to rates being charged for the same
services in urban areas; and (2) to upgrade its telecommunications facilities and equipment as
negessary to meet evolving service requirements and maintain high quality service. The use of
federal universal service support for these purposes is clearly consistent with the federal
universal service provisions.

14. Based on all of the foregoing information and also the Affidavit of George Strandell,
attached as Exhibit A, Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. requests that this
Commission issue an appropriate certification to the FCC and USAC indicating that Golden
West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. is in compliance with 47 U.S.C. § 254(¢) and
should receive all federal universal service support determined for distribution to the Company
in 2002, In order to ensure that this certification is issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001,
Colden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. would further ask the Commission to

gxpedite the process that is initiated based on this filing.

G



A
Dated this /7 &« day of August, 2001.

9
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Darla Pollman Rogers A
MEYER & ROGERS

320 East Capitol Avenue

P. O.Box 1117

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Attorney for Golden West Telecom



EXHIBIT A

AFFIDAVIT

As an authorized corporate officer of Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative,
Iie.. 1, George Strandell hereby affirm familiarity with and an understanding of the requirements
af the Federal Communications Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996
with respect to the receipt of any federal universal service funds received as high-cost loop
support, local switching support, safety net additive support, and/or safety valve support and
herehy affirm that any such support amounts received by Golden West Telecommunications
{oaperative, Inc. will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities

snd services for which the support is intended consistent with 47 U.5.C. § 254(e).

Moy o detl

Gfeorge Sfandell, General Manager

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this 15th day of August, 2001.

/f' :,3 [ .\l -1
NOTARY PUBLIC | et ,.Lﬁ\>7,-u j o~
(_— i ]

{ortmnission expires March 17, 2007




South Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 16, 2001 through August 22, 2001

H you need 3 complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
Dataine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

LEOT-002 in the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dale Riedlinger, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
Xeel Energy Regarding Poor Maintenance Service.

: states that on or about May 21, 2001, Xcel Energy had a tree trimming company come to their area
m yrews. Complainant states that when the company trimmed there tree in the front yard of their

# g was destroyed by cutting the tree half off. Complainant states that their are only two customers in
ot that do not have buried cable. Compiainant inquired about the line being buried and was toid
fave o pay $7.500.00. Complainant states that Xcel Energy does not have an easement to have
i fug property. Complainant requests that Xcel Energy bury their lines at no cost or a reasonzable
e sustemer  Complainant does not feel he should replace his tree because he believes that the problem
y again when the tree trimming service happens again.

. Mary Healy
v Kelly Frazer
ed 08/ 20001
sreention Deadline: N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

TR In the Matter of the Reguest of Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

irpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Baltic Telecom Cooperative and its subsidiary East
ng Telacom, Inc.'s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Baltic
m Cooperative and its subsidiary East Plains Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal service support
sivas i 3 manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

R Rt

TR el

o

winfl Anaiyst Harlan Best
Allorney: Karen Cremer
 Docketed 0B/16/01
antien Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-112 In the Matter of the Request of Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

urpesa of this filing 1s to provide information constituting Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority's
for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
hone Authority will use all federal universal service suppart received in a manner that is consistent with the
sal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

2 Harlan Best

. Karen Cramer
o 08M7/01
Deadbne 08/31/01



Hartan Best

waren Cremer

shea DRSO
Beadine 08/3101

Firi-118 I the Matter of the Request of Kadoka Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

aose of this fling is to provide information constituting Kadoka Telephone Company's plan for the use of
st universal service support and to otherwise verify that Kadoka Telephone Company will use all federal
sarice suppart received in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of

;l'{}fl'ﬁ 25

- Harian Best
D Kﬁmﬁ {iremer

: .; i!lﬁé%id ine: 08/31/01

o198 in the Matter of the Request of Valley Telephone Company for Ceriification Regarding its
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

nuse of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telephorie Company's plan for the use of its
weersal sarvice support and to otherwise verify that Valley Telephone Company will use all federal
vite suppart received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universai service provisions of

UERC Section 254

nalyst Harlan Best

wH Allornsry. Karen Cremer

‘ uakaiw 08/20/01
intpevention Deadling: 08/31/01

TEOH120 in the Matter of the Request of Mount Rushmore Teiephone Company and Fort Randall
Telephone Company for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service

Support,

pose of this filing 15 to provide information constituting Mt. Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort

# Taigphone Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that
shmore Tatephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company will use all federal universal service
rgcgived @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section

Harlan Best
Kﬂren Cremer

. DB20/01
eading: 08/31/01

in the Matter of the Request of Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc. and SANCOM, Inc. for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

s of this filing 1s to provide information constituting Sanborn Telephone Cooperative, Inc./Sancom,
1 for e use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sanborn Telephone



2wl use Bl federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
arvite provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

alpnt MHarian Best
gy Karan Cremer

el OB720/01

darviedion Deadine: 08/31/01

FOOT-1 5 In the Matter of the Request of West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

s# of this filing is to provide information constituting West River Telecommunications Cooperative's
winad plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that West River
musications Cooperative (Mobridge) will use all federal universal service support received in a manner

yar Harlan Best

ngy  Raren Cramer
bl D820/

o Deadiine: DB/31/01

TOM-927 it the Matter of the Regquest of Midstate Communications, inc. for Certification Regarding
its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

s purnoss of this filing is to provide information constituting Midstate Communications, inc.'s plan for the use of
t Teders! uneerssl service support and to otherwise verify that Midstate Communications, Inc. will use all federal
srenl service support received in a2 manner that is consistent with the federal universai service provisions of
AT UEB O Saclion 254,

sralyst Maran Best
Aftarney. Karen Cremer
soketsd: 08/20/01

nion Doadline: 08/31/01

T
e

Ty

Tagt-128 in the Matter of the Reqguest of Tri-County Telecom, inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Tri-County Telecom, Inc.'s plan for the use of its
rat unversal service support and to otherwise verify that Tri-County Telecom, Inc. will use all federal universal

el Harlan Best

i Hamay: Karen Gremer
Dt Dogketed: 08420701
idgrapntion Deadline:. 08/31/01

TEO1-128 in the Matter of the Request of McCook Cooperative Telephone Company for Certification
Ragarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

urposs of this filing is to provide information constituting McCook Cooperative Telephone Company's plan
& its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that McCook Cooperative Telephone




T purpose of tus filing is to provide information constituting Sioux Valley Telephone Company's plan for the use
rit universal service support and to otherwise verify that Sioux Valiey Telephone Company will use all
tunivarsai service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service

s of 47 U.5.C. Section 254,

i Anplyst Harlan Best
Aligrney: Karen Cremer
» Bocketad: 0821/01

T4 in the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

e of this filing is 1o provide information constituting Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative's plan for the
adural universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative will
ral yniversal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
ot 47 LLB.C Section 254,

3 Martsn Best
Ay Karen Cremer
ckated 08/22/01
srvartion Deadiing: 08/31/01

Thalt-138 In the Matter of the Request of Dickey Rurai Communications, Inc. for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The puarpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Dickey Rural Communications, Inc.'s plan for the
se 0f s faderal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. will use
1 universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service

stafl Analyst Harlan Best

il Attorney: Karen Cremer
Crate Docketed: 08/22/01
nigrvantion Deadline: 08/31/01

FEOE-138 in the Matter of the Request of Farmers Mutual Telephone Company for Certification
Rugarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Farmers Mutual Telephone Company's plan for the
wsg of is federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Farmers Mutual Telephone Company will

L% edgral universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service
provisions of 47 U.8.C. Section 254,

1 Analyst Harlan Best
 Adtornay: Keren Cremer
Docketsd: 08/22/01
sregntion Deadline: 08/31/01

TCO1-137 in the Matter of the Request of RT Communications, inc. for Certification Regarding its Use
of Federal Universal Service Support.



srian Bast
hay Karen Cremer
ool O8/22/01

te Deadiine. 08/31/01
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
GOLDEN WESYT TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COODPERATIVE, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION )
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC01-114
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Gornmission (FCC) released an
der concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
preafier referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Crder"), in part, codifies at 47

o

.

F0F 2 54 314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal

sal senace support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
r ehgible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
ral urversal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
real Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
provicied to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
stenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
grification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
1, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
07 andfor 47 C F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
1. safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
» FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
ihe reguisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification reguired for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
#ll four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities
1 the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
it the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
Ady that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

(3 August 17, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
wad a filing from Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (Company)
rdirig its Request for Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan

Desckast No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
Twoenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Proposed. Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
ter i O Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,




for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
wilt use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
tha federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
sied estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated
costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 23, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 31, 2001, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
m:«zcawc; federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provisicn,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of faciitties and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ,3'7477/3"day of September, 2001.

; GERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMM!SS!GN
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
dosunent nas been served loday upon all parties of J}(V
ragord it this docket, as histed on the docket service / o
fig!, by facsumile or by first class mall, in properly 772_5'[///// /’7‘1 - ‘“4?
mfutaaam ¥ nve!opes wm\ charges prepald thereon JA S A BURG Chaxrman

Wt ,%%;/ S
| ‘; e }; » [ )
y Lhate C/ / / cf;’ R

PAM NELSON Commnsseonﬂr

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
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Trampporalion
Wispelymse Tvish

frgrryset Welssite
warstath el wsipoe!

S1ate Camitol Building, 500 East Capito! Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3070

September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St SW.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. lrene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L. Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE:  CC Docket No. 98-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and
Order. Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Motice of
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report and Order in
CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers
Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states that tf
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunicatior
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant to ¢4
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriers liste
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support the
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be used only f
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which tt
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the followir
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, inc.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesnta, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone





