IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF
WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE

OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE
SUPPORT

Public Utilities Commission of the Staty af 5
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West River Cooperative Tel: } e (

801 Coleman Ave PO Hox ‘%"3 &5
Phone: 605-244-521t » Fae: 6
Email; westrives

August 13, 201

Pebra Elofson, Exec. Dir.
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
Prerre, SD 57501

Dear Debra:

Enclosed is an original and ten copies of our “Request fur {ertil
Cooperative Telephone Company.

If there are any questions, please feel free to give me u ¢all,
Y g

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Ny

Colgan Huber
Admmistrative Assistant

CH:pk

Enclosures




BEFORE THE e

Sl

CTHE REQUEST OF DOCKET NO. __
ERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY
3 REGARDING ITS USE OF

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

or {'poperative Telephone Company by and through its attorney hereby submits a

t1ftcation to the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission™) seeking

an the Fourteenth Report and Order™), in part. codifies at 47 C.F.R. § 54314, a

¢ bir Biates o provide a certification regarding federal universal service support that is

st icumbent local exchange carriers and/or other eligible telecommunications carriers

srvies i rural service areas. Pursuant to such rule, states that desire rural carriers within

L

on Lo receive future federal universal service support must file an annual certification

~andd the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC™) stating that federal high

provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,

and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. This

e

quirement applies to various categories of federal universal service support. including

CE

s

vighed pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301. 54,305, and/or 54.307. and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36,

e a8, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and Order, Twenty Second Order an
! Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-43, and Report and Order i




¢ | thigh-cost loop support. local switching support. safety net additive support. and safety

ol Support provided under these FCC rule provisions will only in the future be muade

+ if the State Commission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

7. Thecertification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal service suppest for

- quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and LISAL on

Oetober 12001, The certification may be presented to these entities in the form of o ietier

5 the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers in the State are eligible 1w

¢ federal support during the 12-month period and must certify that the carriers hsted

the support for the provision. maintenance. and upgrading of facilities and services for wihich the

a1 s infended.

3. West River Cooperative Telephone Company is a rural telephone company

peeviously been designated by this Commission as an eligible telecommunications carsies,

£rempany provides local exchange telephone services, including all of the essential services tha 5

tncluded in the federal definition of universal service. to approximately 3.844 access lines within
11w established rural service area in South Dakota.

4. This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over West River Conperative

Telephone Company and its provisioning of local exchange se s, Under SDCL 4493151 1he

EZEY

foeal exchange service rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, municipal

:ms, and independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thousand &

subscribers are not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority. I vases whas

Commissions have limited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FCC hus indicwred tan 1

carmiers should themselves initiate the certification process by presenting a plan tr enisure cray

with the requirement in 47 U.S.C. § 254(e) that universal service support will ondy be g

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the supp




A

- River Cooperative Telephone Company will use all federal universal service support

wd i manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 180, §

e In the process of determining whether federal universal service support is used m 2

o consistent with the Federal Communications Act, the “universal service principles”

B for

sd i Section 254(b) are instructive. That Section states that the FCC shall base “policies

sreservation and advancement of universal service™ on certain. specifically identifiod

{13 Cruality services should be available at just, reasonable. and affordable rates.

{2y Access to advanced telecommunications and information services should be

provided in all regions of the Nation.

~

{3y Consumers in all regions of the Nation. including low-income consumers and

1 5%k

those in rural. insular, and high-cost areas. should have access to telecommunications

151

gd  information services. including interexchange services and advancsd

telecommunications and information services, that are reasonably comparable o
those services provided in urban areas and that are available at rates that sre

3ii

reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban areas. .




4t Flementary and secondary schools and classrooms, health care providers, and

shonrld have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications services. . .

FE

The FOC has declined 1o dictate specifically how the states should ensure that carriers are

gniversal service support consistent with the federal law, but has offered examples of

wi can be used to appropriately further universal service goals. The FCC has stated:

i 4] state could [use the federal suppert to] adjust intrastate rates, or otherwise direct
% 1o use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal service

et 1o hiwh cost rural areas . . ..

e could also require carriers to use the federal support to upgrade facilitics in
syl areus to ensure that services provided in those areas are reasonably comparable

mvices nrovided in urban areas of the state.’

B The FOC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive examples of how

+ be used consistent with Section 254(e). Other uses are appropriate provided the Stave

on believes they are consistent with the federal universal service principles contained in

. West River Cooperative Telephone Company as a designated eligible telecomraunications

s received federal universal service support in the past and expects to receive support

endar vear 2002, As of this time, specific support amounts the Company should receive

grd Order and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-45 (In the Matter of the
¢ foirt Board on Universal Service), FCC 99-306, § 96, November 2, 1999,



in 2002 have not vet been identified by FISAL

eslimates concerning the support it ¢xpecis W i

High-Cost Loop Support

Local Switching Support (MM Wes

Safety Net Additive Suppart 3

Safety Valve Support

i

Er

10. For calendar vear 2i452, West |

the following network facility an

L

Central Office
Sonet/DSL/ATM Ad
11. In providing lecal ¢

Telephone Company will also incus

=

Digital Switching and Cirgue |

Buried Cabie:

Network Operations:

Customer ServicesFsee

12, West River Couperative

above relating to its planned m

incurred in providing local ¢

e

4 It should be noted that Lo
deal with certification unds
A%G




srs e prineipies set forth in the federal faw and also the

¢ Hsver Cooperative Telephone Company will use federal

strmated in paragraph 9 herein) to offset a portion of

corsal service support will enable West River Cooperative

ex for its focal exchange services that are affordable and

charged for the same services in urban areas: and {2) to

tvoservice, The use of federal universal service support for

¢ with the federal universal service provisions.

by infornmation and also the Affidavit of Jerry P. Reisenauer

wt © ooperative Telephone Company requests that this Commission

o b the FOC and USAC indicating that West River Cooperative

rance with 47 US.C. § 254(e) and should receive all federal

st for cistribution to the Company in 2002. Inorder to ensure that

.y g

L€ prive to October 1. 2001, West River Cooperative Telephone

Casmidssion to expedite the process that is initiated based on this

il
N~
=

Anorney for West River Cooperative Telephone Company



AFFIDAVIT

whe officer of West River Cooperative Telephone Company. 1. Jerry

wharity with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal

{1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect to

witversal service funds received as high-cost loop support, local switching

support. and/or safety valve support and hereby affirm that any such

sk by West River Cooperative Telephone Company will be used only for the

arud upprading of facilities and services for which the support is intended

£ TRy




Sauth Dakota Public Utilities Commission

WEEKLY FILINGS
For thre Period of August 9, 2001 through August 15, 2001

st sopy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
writhin five business days of this filing. Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3808

SR

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

ve Battor of the Complaint filed by Calvin L. Plienis, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
fraed Une Com.long Distance Regarding Unauthorized Billing for Services.

Jireet One Com Long Distance charged his credit card for unauthorized service.
wen he coniacted Direct One Com.Long Distance, he was told that he ordered

: calied Comnerstone and in the order he agreed to Direct One Com.Long Distance.
+ guthrized service and states that he does not know what Cornerstone is.

we Pubiic Wilities Commission put this company out of business in South Dakota,
G Bouth Dakota Law, and remove the charges.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

i the Matter of the Request of Faith Municipal Telephone Company for Certification
fegurding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

s 4% 1 provide information constituting Faith Municipal Telephone Company's plan for the
it service support and (o otherwise verify that Faith Municipal Telephone Company will

sl support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universatl service
otion 254

sigylite

BrZa/l

in the Mater of the Reguest of Kennebec Telephbne Co., Inc. for Certification Regarding its
Uss of Federal Universal Service Support.

firay % 10 provide information constituting Kennebec Telephone Co., inc.'s plan for the use of
s support and to otherwise verify that Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. will use all federal
urt received in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of

i the Matter of the Request of Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, inc. for
Zarification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.



tattar of the Application of Vitcom Corporation for a Certificate of Authority to
toos Exehangs Services in South Daketa.

o for o certificate of authority to provide resold and facilities based local
a. Applicant does not propose to offer services in rural areas but to the extent
= cartior of competitive local exchange carrier in South Dakota is granted a small or
s Section 2810 of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1986 in the future,
¢ i oparate @ such service area(s) as well.

% its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

s o information constituting Beresford Municipal Telephone Company's plan for
3 servics support and to otherwise verify that Beresford Municipal Telephone

@t yrversal gervice support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal

gt 47 LB ¢ Bection 254,

e Matter of the Request of Jefferson Telephone Company for Certification Regarding
Use of Fedaeral Universal Service Support.

% b neovighe information constituting Jefferson Telephone Co.'s plan for the use of its
part ard o otherwise verify that Jefferson Telephone Co. will use all federal universal
o3 ranner (hat is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C.

i the Blatier of the Request of Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc.
tpr Cortification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

3% 1o provide information constituting Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Assn.,
% federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valley
we Agsn., Inc. will use all federal universal service support received in a manner

i %‘t simral yniversal service provisions of 47 U.8.C. Section 254,

g Bost
Crarmner



SEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) ORDER GRANTING
COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
4¥ FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING )
= i}? FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC01-106
AR \

73, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
71 the facleral universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This

a reqguirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
wa support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
tglacommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
¥ guch rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
rvarsal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
i wfwm Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
aeladd 10 such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
st upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
gt ragurement applies to various categories of federal universal service
i support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
47 CF.R Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
y net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
srovisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
pasite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

sriifization required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
§ during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
r o before October 1, 2001, The certification may be presented to these entities
Efﬂ{mr from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
e are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
ihe carners listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
s faciliies and services for which the support is intended.

wigust 14. 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
#ng from West River Cooperative Telephone Company (Company) regarding
for Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
> trug filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

ket No, 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
'wenty Second Ordexr on Reconsideration, and Further
pesed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
oo oo Docker No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,




3t uriversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all

2l service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
i provisiens of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
ke support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

o maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
ta the Raquest for Certification.

ust 16, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

vantion deadline of August 24, 2001, to interested individuals and entities.
¢ sought intervention,

- regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Commission
s rus matter

i Lcommussion has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
and 47 1J5.C. § 254, The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
grance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
emmission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
1 15 Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
= the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
for which the support is intended. it is

FTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
aton Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this = ﬁé/day of September, 2001.

ERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

adiprvigned hereby certifies that this
4 T bean served loday upon all parties of

dockel, as isted on the docket service / ’ l //
@ or by first class mail. in properly /,///’%M AArf
apes, with gharges prepaudl thereon. JA S A BURC\; Cha«rr‘rﬁw /
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PAM NELSON Commissioner

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




Brate Cumie) Building, S00 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070

September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R, Salas

Federal Communications Commissian
Office of the Secretary

445 12th 8t S.W.,

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and
QOrder, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration. and Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 98-45, and Report and Qrder in
CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers

Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commissian) hereby states that the
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant to 47
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriers lisied
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support their
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be used only for
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the following
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, inc.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone






