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BEFORE THE
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

VATTER OF THE REQUEST OF

VERN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION BUHE
HDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL

YICY SUPPORT

R

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION

Western Telephone Company (“Western™) by and through s at

Reguest for Certification to the South Dakota Public Utilities Comm

secking certification from the Commission pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 314

Request, Western offers the following:

1. On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications € o

relutive 1o the federal universal service support mechanism for sursl care

(hereafter referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™), i g

34 314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regas

support that is received by rural incumbent local exshange

telecommunications carriers providing service in rural servioe greas

that desire rural carriers within their jurisdiction o recgive B

support must file an annual certification with the FCC and the

Company (“USAC”) stating that federal high cost suppor pr

State will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and

for which the support is intended. This certification requiram

federal universal service support, including support provides pus

54.305, and/or 54.307, and/or 47 C.F. R Part 36, Bubpart F




pport, and safety valve support).  Support provided

stly in the future be made available if the State

s poarsunt 10§ 54314

wat carviers to recetve federal universal service support

R e
§ ir)—é

' 5 currently due to be filed with the FCC and

sextification may be presented to these entities in the

ssn The fetter must identify which carriers in the State

sendt dhring the 12-month period and must certify that the

- suppent for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of

s sppport i intended.

ng company that has previously been designated by this
svmaications carrier. The Company provides local exchange

af the essential services that are included in the federal

1129 access lines within its established rural

T

B Smited regulatory oversight over Western and its provisioning

301 & 48-31-5 1, the local exchange service rates charged

. mynicipal telephone systems, and independent telephone

tewssand tocal exchange subscribers are not subject to the

in cases where State Commissions have limited regulatory

" has indicated that these carriers should themselves initiate

gufing & plan to ensure compliance with the requirement in 47

%, Fourteenth Report and Order. Twenty Second Order on
4 Rutemakime in CC Docket No. 96-45. and Report and Order in CC




¥ that unnversal service support will only be used for the provision. maiseninge,

o of facilities and services for which the support is intended  Based on thy

wiks,

zhus
S5

rwipated that the State Commission may make the appropriate certificat

& The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Western's plan &

1% federsl universal service support and to otherwise verify that Western Jedk

will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is

tedderal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254.

b
i aE

% 1In the process of determining whether federal universal service supporn i used w

wedd i Section 254(b) are instructive. That Section states that the FOU

% for the preservation and advancement of universal service” on ceriain, §

£i8y

 pringiples:

{1} Cuality services should be available at just, reasonable, and aifordable ru

{3} Consumers in all regions of the Nation, including low-income ¢onsumers and
those in rural, insular, and high-cost areas, should have access
communications and information services, including interexchange
and advanced telecommunications and information services, thar are reasonably
comparable to those services provided in urban areas and that are awsilable
rates that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for simiiar services in urh
AFeas

{6) tlementary and secondary schools and classrooms, health care prosviders, and
libraries should have access to [certain] advanced telecommunications servipes

o, 08250, FCC 01-157, Released May 23. 2001,
enth Report and Order, 9 188



sriers to use the federal support to replace implicit intrastate universal
- gupport to high cost rural areas . . .
¢ could also require carriers to use the federal support to upgrade facilities
1 areas to ensure that services provided in those areas are reasonabiy
wparable (0 services provided in urban areas of the state.”

% The PCC provided the above examples as illustrative and not exhaustive examples of

#1 oun be used consistent with Section 254(e). Other uses are approprigts providesd the

wrmisston believes they are consistent with the federal universal service principies

511 seation 254,

%

Western, as a designated eligible telecommunications carrier has received federal

I service support in the past and expects to receive support during calendar vear 2887

Hin time, specific support amounts the Company should receive in 2002 have not vet be

4 by USAC. The Company, however, offers the following estimates conceming e

pedt it expects to receive™:

High-Cost Loop Support $ 45000
f.ocal Switching Support (DEM Weighting) $ 85,060
Lafiey Net Additive Support $  N/A
Safery Valve Support $ N/A

swort gngt Order and Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration in CC Docket No. 96-43 {1 the Statey
+ Jnimt Board on Universal Service), FCC 99-306. € 96. November 2. 1999,




Lsgnerse wpgrade to central office switch; outside plant improvemens.

1 In providing local exchange telecommunications services, Western will also meur

B 20032 these costs will include:

Lepreparent and plant maintenance expense; expenses associared witlh ontside
smprovements, including expenses relaied to launching DX, services;
vl ceniral office equipment and outside plant expenses; netwerk

sart arnd operations expenses; general support expenses; other typical
IR EXPENSES.

12 Waestern Telephone Company estimates that the total costs described above ol

13 Consistent with the universal service principles set forth in the federat law antd also

FCC orders referenced herein, Western will use federal universal service smoums

3

72 {estimated in paragraph 9 herein) to offset a portion of these total costs. %

ral universal service support will enable Western to: (1) maintain rates for 43 lo

services that are affordable and reasonably comparable to rates being charged #

w45 i urban areas; and (2) to upgrade its telecommunications facilities and squipmen

ary 4o meel evolving service requirements and maintain high quality service. The u

- amiversal service support for these purposes is clearly consistent with

HVICE ProvISIOns.




i foregenng information and also the Affidavit of Harold A. Brown,

$ 34

it A, Western Telephone Comparny requests that this Commission

ase certtfication to the FCC and USAC indicating that Western is in

ath 47 U8 O § 254(e) and should receive all federal universal service

siseedd for distribution to the Company in 2002, In order to ensure that

et 1w issued to the FCC prior to October 1, 2001, Western Telephone

wephd further ask the Comimission to expedite the process that is initiated

day of August, 2001

Respectfully submitted,

/’\
L/;‘ 4 &f’ \,Z,‘; LECA

( &g;led by corporate attorney)

P



EXHIBITA

AFFIDAVIT

nzd corporate officer of Western Telephone Company, 1, Harold A. Brown

y with and an understanding of the requirements of the Federal

o 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with respect

tleral universal service funds received as high-cost loop support, local
mist additive support, and/or safety valve support and hereby affirm that
1% received by Western Telephone Company will be used only for the
¢, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended

VR4 §254{e)
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Hardld A. Brown -

-
,-'/

«Z/’f\
ris 1o before me this / 2 day of August, 2001.

JARVIS W. BROWN

SEAL NOTARY PUBLIC SEAL
SOUTH DAKOTA

T 10, 2008




South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
WEEKLY FILINGS
Far the Period of August 9, 2001 through August 15, 2001

s sorpy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact
: weikhiin five business days of this filing, Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3808

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

: Butter of the Complaint filed by Calvin L. Plienis, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, against
i Sve Com.long Distance Regarding Unauthorized Billing for Services.

sot (ine Com Long Distance charged his credit card for unauthorized service.
setanted Direct One Com.Long Distance, he was told that he ordered
{ Garnerstone and in the order he agreed to Direct One Com.Long Distance.
zed service and states that he does not know what Cornerstong is.

s Uitilities Commission put this company out of business in South Dakota,
s Drakota Law, and remove the charges.

z

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

2 Magiter of the Request of Faith Municipal Telephone Company for Certification
Hap g Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

o pressttie information constituting Faith Municipal Telephone Company's plan for the
srercsr support and to otherwise verify that Faith Municipal Telephone Company wi
e support received in a manner that is consistent with the federat universat servics

soh ¢4

fze of Fadera! Universal Service Support.

» o provide information constituting Kennebec Telephone Co., inc.'s plan for the use of
@ Support and to otherwise verify that Kennebec Telephone Co., inc. will use all federa
rspzenved in @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of

7o)

Caetioation Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.



i ihe Matter of the Application of Vitcom Corporation for a Certificate of Authority to
wwnis Loyl Exchange Services in South Dakota.

stisr oy n certificate of authority to provide resold and facilities based local

kot Applicant does not propose to offer services in rural areas but to the extent
e aarrier or compeétitive local exchange carrier in South Dakota is granted a small or
ant i Bection 251(f) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1896 in the future,

4 o operate in such service area(s) as well,

e Mgtter of the Request of Beresford Municipal Telephone Company for Certification
ding iy Lise of Federal Universal Service Support.

 prowide indormation constituting Beresford Municipal Telephone Company's ptan for
i senvice support and to otherwise verify that Beresford Municipal Telephone

srdvargal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
i af 47 UL 5.C. Section 254,

i the Ratter of the Request of Jefferson Telephone Company for Certification Regarding
#s Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

5 8 {0 provide information constituting Jefferson Telephone Co.'s plan for the use of its
s support and to otherwise verify that Jefferson Telephone Co. will use all federat universa!
st @ manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C.

GBa2a

in ihe Matter of the Request of Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc.
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

4 1% 1o provide information constituting Vatley Telecommunications Cooperative Agsn.,
ot its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valley

Cooperative Assn., Inc. will use all federal universal service support received in 2 manner
twnn the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

yran remer




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOCUTH DAKGTA

M THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT } TCO1-105

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission é%":ﬁii;% £
Oirder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rurat g
{retar (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order”). i part. ©
& € F R. 54314, a requirement for States to provide a certificatior e
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local gx
andfor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service it rural &
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within #g jurisdah
future federal universal service support must file an annual certificatinn will
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) statirg that fec
stpport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only fir ¢
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the
This certification requirement applies to various categories of feger
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C,Fﬁ &8 &4
%4 307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop supp
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support} :
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the figurs e
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to recewe federst u
all four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently gue 1o s ?
USAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be pra
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The iettes m‘ H
in the state are eligible to receive federal support durirg the 12-mom
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for ihe prowsio
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support i§ wiengted

On August 14, 2001, the South Dakota Pubiic Utilties Com
received a filing from Western Telephone Company (Cormpany | ragars
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support 7
filing was to provide information constituting Company's piarn fgr i
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Com

‘CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Dccket
and Order, Twenty Second Qrder on
Notice of Provosed Rulemaking in oo
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-
2001,




H@mm Support received in a manner that IS consistent with ;ne f&

i3 1% expec:ted to receive from USAC as well as its est:maget‘,
# mantenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidawvit w

25 sought intervention.

AL s regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the
seend this matter.

b
3t

Tre Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL ti‘;%%m:z :
1 oarkd 47 U S.C. § 254 The Commission found that the Compary 5 &l

+ foderal support as it states it will only use the support for the o
wrance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the suppart &«
SOFRITISSION unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for £
s 1ts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It1s therefora

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal suppert as
¥ ug®e the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrating of
x5 for which the support is intended. 1tis

#
b

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Q’%ﬁtgﬁ}:}%

dwation Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support

Dated at Plerre, South Dakota, this 27 Z/‘// day of Septembar,
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s been served today upon ali parties of g N
i cocket. as hsted on the docket service Iy Ty
: x of by first class mai, i properly \'_{_ﬂ T LA A
apes, with charges prepald thereon J AMES A BUR% s
L . it . ¥ WESEL &
S
R PV R S 5 e
/5 il 7
RN /0 P SN -
I\J AT
=1 } PAM '\EELSQN Cf@”ihés &g
(OFFICIAL SEAL)

[\



ﬁ l1es

1% East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-50

mber 25 2001

: n*f%m ie R Salas
jeral Communications Commission
@ of the Secretary
Wm S8 W.

lrene Fiannery

srsal Service Administrative Company
i L Street N.W., Suite 600

ashington, DC 20037

®E  CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report gnd
(rder. Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 86-45. and Report and Qrder in
5 Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers
Pear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

Trg Bouth Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states that ¢
it H:zwmg rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecormmunicatic
grr arg within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant o

(3FR 8% 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carrigrs st
1:4—3 low filed requests for certification with the Commission which support Lh
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be used onty
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for wieeh ¢
support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the foliowi

companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, inc.
Berasford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephone

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone





