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( KennEBEC TELEPHONRE CoO., INC.
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KENNEBEC 8D {)
605-8552220 Fax 605-8632221

8/9/01

PUC
500 East Capitol
Pierre, 5.D. 57501

Dear Sir,

Enclosed is 1 original and 10 copies of our Request for Centification. 1 vou b

questions please contact Rod Bowar at 605-869-2220.
Thank you.

Yours truly,

I

“Rod Bowar
President/Manager
Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc.
605-869-2220
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IN THE MATTER OF THE REGLERT 4%
KENNEBEC FELEPHONE CO INC PR CER
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL T ™IVEER
SERVICE SUPPORT

REQUEST FOR CERTIFI AT

Kennebec Telephone Co.. Inc. by and through =

Certification to the South Dakota Public Uniities Coms

certification from the Commission pursuant to 47 C.F.R. &

Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. offers the following:

1. On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Come

relative to the federal universal service support mechanism for nmss

B

(hereafter referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order™). m part. e

54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regardin

support that is received by rural incumbent local exchanye carn

-1

P

N

telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service argms. Py

that desire rural carriers within their jurisdiction to receive #

support must file an annual certification with the FCC and the U

Company ("USACT) stating that federal high cost suppornt

State will be used only for the provision. maimtenance. and

for which the support is intended. This certification requrn

federal universal service support. including support

34303, and/or 34307, and’or 47 C.FR. Pant 36

P




Commission files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54314,

an

2. The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal wniv

Hiowss
a

for all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due o be file

USAC on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presented w ¢

form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify

are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month peried sud s

carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, mu

facilities and services for which the support is intended.

3. Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. is a rural telephone compassy that B

designated by this Commission as an eligible telecommuni

provides local exchange telephone services. including afl of

included in the federal definition of universal service. to appre
its established rural service area in South Dakota,

4. This Commission has limited regulatory oversight over Ken

L

and its provisioning of local exchange services. lnder SDUL § <%

service rates charged by telecommunications cooperatives, muni

independent telephone companies serving less than fifty thous

not subject to the Commission’s ratemaking authority.

limited regulatory authority over rural carriers, the FCC has indica

themselves initiate the certification process by presenting a |

' CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Repors and (e
Reconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in €4 Docks




intended. Based on this filed plan. it 15 antiopated that the %

appropriate certification to the FCC -

5. The purpose of this filing is to pronvide mformation ¢

Co., Inc. s plan for the use of its federal universal servive sug

Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. will use all federal unive
that is consistent with the federal universal servise provis
6. In the process of determining whether federal w
manner consistent with the Federal Communic
established in Section 234(h) are instructive.
“policies for the preservation and advancemesnt

identified principles:

(1) Quality services should be available w §

(2) Access to advanced telecommun
provided in all regions of the Nation,

(3) Consumers in all regions of the Nutios, mcli
those in rural, insular. and high-c
telecommunications and information sen

rates that are reasonably comparable to rues cha
areas. . . .

(6) Elementary and secondary schools and ¢f
libraries should have access to {certnin] adwvm

Docket No. 00-256. FCC 01-137. Released May 23, 2]
* Fourteenth Report and Order. § 188




7. The FCC has declined o dictate

are using federal universal service supm

examples of how the support can

FCC has stated:

[A] state could {use the
direct Carricr‘s to se €§za~:

A state mu]d d% S0 rz:a:;a;m Carriers
in rural areas to ensure tha
comparable to services prov

8. The FCC provided the absws ¢

how support can be used conss

State Conimission believes they sre

contained in Section 234,

9. Kennehec Telenhy

received federal universal service

calendar year 2002, As

2002 have not vet been

estimates concerning the suppurt i

High-Cost Loop Suppors

Local Switching Suppori {14

* Ninth Report and Order and &
Federal-State Joint Board on Vsng
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10. For calendar vear 2002, kennebee Telopd

network facility and equipment investnents:

Central office switching equipment upgrade:

equipment and exchange factlities for the

including ADSL. in rural areas; and a major ¢

both exchanges.

11. In providing local exchange wheconinun

general support expenses; outside plam

facilities: central office expenses. nely

administrative operations expens

12. Kennebec Telephone Co., b, et

to its planned network facility and cqumpment e

providing local exchange telecommunicatios

13. Consistent with the universsd sory

the recent FCC orders referenced hevein, Henms

universal service amounts recerved in T £

of these total costs. This use of federsl un

Telephone Co.. Inc. to: {1} mataiain rmes for

reasonably comparable to rates bemg chasy

b

upgrade its telecommunications facilities




14. Based on all of the forepeing information

g B

President/Manager. attached as Fxhihit A, Keancher

Commission issue an appropriate certification w the ¥4¢

wh
z

g; H

that this certification is issued to the FOO

Inc. would further ask the Commissior

filing.

446.



South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of August 8, 2001 through August 15, 2004

if you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight exprassed, or isailed o
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. Phons: 057733785

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS

fed b
something from a cornpany called Cornerstone and i the order he a5
Complainant denies that he authorized service and stales thal he dosy ¢
Complainant requests that the Public Utilities Commussion put this
assess any penalties under South Dakota Law, and remove the chaty

Staff Analyst: Mary Healy
Staff Attorney: Kelly Frazier
Date Docketed: 08/13/01
intervention Deadline: N/A

TELECOMMUNICATIORS

TCO1-100 in the Matter of the Request of Faith Municipal Telephons Compary for Ce
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Servics Bupport.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constifutng Faith Mur
use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise warify st 7
use all federal universal service support received in a manner that & oy
provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst. Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/10/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCO1-101 In the Matter of the Request of Kennebec Telephons Co., Inc. Inr Cortificyfion Regp
Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Kennebes Telspson
its federal universal service support and {o otherwise verify that Kennaebes Telephone
universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with e fadoera! uns
47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/10/01
intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCO1-102 In the Matter of the Request of Interstate Telecommunications Cosnerative, ine, for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Univarsal Sorvice Support.



Date Docketed: 08/14/01
Irtervantion Deadline: 08/24/01

TEH1-107 In the Matter of the Application of Vitcom Corporation for a Certificate of Authority to
Provide Local Exchange Services in South Dakota.

Application by Vitcom Corporation for a certificate of authority {o provide resoid and facilities based toca!
exchange service in South Dakota. Applicant does not propose to offer services in rural arzas put 1o the %ﬁ"ﬁm
any incumbent local exchange carrier or competitive local exchange carrier in South Dakota is granied @ smal o
rural carrier exemption pursuant to Section 251(f) of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1888 in the hulure,
then Vitcom will seek authority to operate in such service area(s) as well.

Staff Analyst: Dave Jacobson
Staff Attorney: Kelly Frazier
Date Docketed: 08/14/01
Intervention Deadline; 08/31/01

TCO1-108 in the Matter of the Request of Beresford Municipal Telephone Company for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Beresford Municipa! Telephone Company's plan fo
the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Beresford Municipal Telephone
Company will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with he federat
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/15/01
Intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCO1-109 In the Matter of the Request of Jefferson Telephone Company for Certification Regarding
its Use of Federal Universai Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Jefferson Telephane Co.'s plan fry he yse of |

federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Jefferson Telephone Co. will uze g8 ?**i‘fé“%'ﬁ as;f :
service support received in 2 manner that is consistent with the federatl universal service provisions of 47
Saction 254.

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer
Date Docketed: 08/15/01
intervention Deadline: 08/24/01

TCO1-110 In the Matter of the Request of Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Assoclation, inc.
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

The purpose of this filing is to provide information constituting Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Assn
inc.'s plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Valley
Telecommunications Cooperative Assn., Inc. will use all federal universal service support receivad in a mannn
that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. Section 254,

Staff Analyst: Harlan Best
__ Siaff Attorney. Karen Cremer



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

%ﬁs THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
EBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
)
)

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT TCO1-101
O May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Crdder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Jreter (hareafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
- F R 54314 a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
sigal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
siydior edigible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
i ferleral universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
fha Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
sart provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
tanance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
cartification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
rt, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54 305, and/or
37, andfor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
prort, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
xse FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
ies the raquisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
aft four quarters during calendar year 2001 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
WSAL on or before October 1, 2001. The certification may be presented to these entities
it the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
i the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
cartify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 10, 2001, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
ceved a filing from Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
:abion Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
BHing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its feders
unversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

{C Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Re
.. Twenty Second Order on Recconsideration, and
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Reporn
in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Relesased May 23
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see support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
wovsons of 47 U .S.C. § 254, As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
st it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the
s mzprtenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
sauest for Certification,

On August 16, 2001, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
s rtarvention deadline of August 24, 2001, to interested individuals and entities
sought intervention.

At ns regularly scheduled meeting of September 7, 2001, the Commission
¢ thus matter.

Tha Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
1 and 47 US.C. § 254, The Commission found that the Company is eligible to

» {ederal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
siance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
Carmission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
ng ts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. |t is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
s the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
seryices for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
dication Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ ﬂﬁ‘/day of September, 2001.

GERTIFIGATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Thy undprsigned hereby certifies that this
been served today upon all parties of
docke!, as listed on the docket service
nde or by first class mail, in properly
mi*mms wuh charges prepaid thereon.

£ d}?

e W & ”v(f/vé/'

- A
*% I v s / < } O e i e
p "“" PAM NELSON, Commissioner

{OFFICIAL SEAL)




hlic Utilities Commissie

Siste Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070

September 25, 2001

Ms. Magalie R. Salas

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 12th St. SW.

Washington, DC 20554

Ms. Irene Flannery

Universal Service Administrative Company
2120 L Street N.W., Suite 600
Washington, DC 20037

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report and
Qrder, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further Notice o
Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45. and Report and Order i
CC Docket No, 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers

Dear Ms. Salas and Ms. Flannery:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states that
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunicat
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307 and /or part 36, subpart F. The carriers li
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support
atfirrnations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be used onl
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which

support is intended. The Commission has granted certification to the folioy
companies:

Armour Independent Telephone Company

Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, inc.
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc.
City of Brookings Municipal Telephane

Consolidated Telcom

Dakota Community Telephone






