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Re: FRRPA
Dear Mr. Bullard:

Please find enclosed herein the ongmal and ten copies of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling
Association’s petition, with attached exhibits,

Very truly yours,

Brian B. Meyer
Attorney at Law
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF Docket No.__

PETITION

COMES NOW Brian B. Meyer, of Meyer & Rogers, 320 East Capifol
Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501, attorney for the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Asgos
ciation (hereinafter referred to as FRRPA), and represents and petitions to the South Da-
kota Public Utilities Commission (hereinafter referred to as Commission) as follows:

1. FRRPA has been organized to provide a pooling mechanism. for & LOI
lective, cost shared, cost averaged, nondistance sensitive fully-pratected trmwpartrict
work for local exchange companies whose traffic is carried on any of the joint Exmrtt:f)aﬁ
kota local exchange company and SDN SONET (Synchronous Optical Netwmk) Hng
transport facilities and thus enables pooling to create a level playing field for utnqmmus
survivable transport of telecommunications for a major portion of rural South Dakota. ke
The FRRPA users have the benefit of survivable, distance insensitive transport for 'ﬂflﬁ:’
public switched access network while offering low-cost, distance insensitive, and highly
reliable public Internet transport, educational and library Internet transport, educational i

video, 911/E911 transport, and extended area service transport.

FRRPA 2000-53A 054K



2. The South Dakota Legislature, in SDCL 49-31-60, describes its vision

for a “public communications network infrastructure”™ to meet the advanced 't;i.slﬁmmﬁi_«gﬁ
tion needs of the State’s individual citizens, and for its commutiities of interest-inctud
schools, medical facilities, business and government entities. This vision includes

work that is “based upon a fully integrated backbone of interconnected switched su

able rings.” Further, the Legislature through SDCL 49-31-5%9.1 gives recognition t
fact that telecommunications infrastructure costs are higher in a rural state like South |
kota, and indicates that the Legislature favors cooperation among telecommunica
companies to more efficiently meet the State’s infrastructure deplovment goals. M
specifieally, in SDCL 49-31-59.1, the Legislature encourages telecommurications e:
panies to “more efficiently meet the infrastructure deployment goals deseribied ...... 1
fully integrated SONET backbone of interconnected sarvivable rings” by "“J""O’iﬂtiyepf
'ing facilities and entering into revenue-pooling arrangements between and armong:
selves.”

3. Pooling arrangements to assist telecommunications companies. alg
favor by the South Dakota Legislature as expressed in SDCL 49-31-83. {h:s sm
states in part that “the commission may not prohibit telecommunicatiorns aampadi’e:#
voluntarily forming an association . . . to engage in the pooling of access cosig-and
nues in a manner which is consistent with preserving and advancing universal servi
throughout this State or consistent with the public communications network infrastruciy
policy set forth in Sections 49-31-60 through 49-31-68, inclusive The Legislature

clearly declared that its intent is to enable companies in South Dakota to provide i



structure such as the SONET interconnected survivable rings, such as are the subject of
this petition.

4. By establishing a joint provisioning arrangement, coordinating con-
struction, and providing a centralized administration system of the ring facilities, the in-
dependent local exchange companies in South Dakota are able to construct, implement,
provision and maintain a system of interconnected survivable rings that can serve nearly
all independent local exchange company areas and more than 70 percent of the gesgraphy
of the State of South Dakota, thereby bringing those types of services anticipated and ex-
pected by the State of South Dakota as expressed in the legislation referred to herein.

5. FRRPA is a South Dakota non-profit corporation organized undes
SDCL 47-22, and was issued a charter by the Secretary of State of the State of South Da-
kota on March 17, 1999. A copy of the Certificate of Incorporation and Articles of In-
corporation of FRRPA is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

6. The FRRPA Board of Directors named in the original Articles of In-
corporation adopted Bylaws for the corporation. A copy of said Bylaws is attached
hereto as Exhibit 2.

7. In order to more efficiently meet the infrastructure deployment gmls
described in SDCL 49-31-60 to 49-31-68, inclusive, the local exchange compzmie;sfifn
South Dakota, together with South Dakota Network, LLC (SDN), have constructed ami
provisioned a fully-integrated SONET backbone of interconnected survivable rings. A
diagram showing the approximate location of the FRRPA rings is attached hereto as Ex-

hibit 3.




8. In order to achieve the State’s legislative goals, SDN and. the foc*zi ox-

change companies that own portions of the rings provided those facilities ihi'()ﬁé,h a

tractual agreement between the company and FRRPA. Said contractisl dgreeme,j

referred to as SONET Ring Provider (SRP) Agreements, and each companyfpf‘ '

 facilities executed an SRP Agreement. Sample copies of SRP Agreements ft)"rfS

local exchange company are attached hereto as Exhibits 4 and 5; respectively,

9. SDN and local exchange companies in South Dakota that use F

facilities executed Ring User Local (RUL) Exchange  Company Agreement‘szv'"Sa;m‘

copies of RUL Agreements for SDN and a local exchange company are attached: hm, :

Exhibits 6 and 7, respectively.

10. Thirty-

three local exchange companies currently particip;

FRRPA as an RUL or an SRP. A list of said local exchiange companies is attached |

as Exhibit 8.

11. The revenue-pooling arrangements between and among the

trative Rules attached hereto as Exhibit 9. It is not necessary for the Commissicn t

prove any cost studies as a part of this docket, since the cost studies are part of a sep

Local Bxchange Carriers Association (LECA) process already in place,

WHEREFORE, FRRPA prays that the Commission do the followin g

1. Find that the FRRPA pooling arrangements are in the public intere

2.

Review and approve the pooling arrangements between FRRPA ;

the RULs

as represented in the RUL agreements and between FRRPA and the SRI

represented in the SRFP Agreements; and




3. Accordingly, issue an Order approving said arrangements, .vas-fp:l‘dig?’if_’
in SDCL 49-31-59.1.

~ ¥ {
DATED this Z; __ day of May, 2000.

Brian B. Meyer

Meyer & Rogers

P.O.Box 1117

Pierre, South Dakota 57501
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Exhibit 1:

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
NONPROFIT CORPORATION |

FIBER RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATIO




OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
NONPROFIT CORPORATION

I, JOYCE HAZELTINE, Secretary of State of the State
of South Dakota, hereby certify that the Articles of s
Incorporation of FIBER RING REVENUEAPOOLINGvA&Sﬂ@fﬁ%ﬁéﬁ*“'
duly signed ang verified, pursuant to the provisions of
the South Dakota Corporation Act, have been received in
this office and are found to conform to law,

ACCORDINGLY and by virtue of the authority vested .
me by law, I hereby issued this Certificate of ‘
Incorporation and attach hereto =z duplicate of thea
Articles of Incorporation.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and
affixed the Great Seal of the
State of South Dakota, at
Pierre, the Capital, this

M%Ef? 17, 1999,

\/yi—//c.«é/’
Vi

JOYCE HAZELTINE] 7
Secretary of State




/gt
P ‘ﬁ/ ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
A , South Dakota Nonprofit Corporation
} wﬂ/ "Drganized Pursuant to SDCL Chupter 47-22
P ad

L
{ j"”,:. o L .,/I_.,g' .’:;_,.
e j R The name of the corporation is:
/ 5”" FIBER RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE 11

The period of existence is perpetual.

ARTICLE Il

The purpose or purposes for which the corporation is organized is to-pro-
vide, implement and manage, on a nonprofit basis, a revenue-pooling arrangement be-
tween and among local exchange companies which are jointly pravisioning fully
grated SONET interconnected survivable ring transport facilities, as provided in SDCL.
49-31-59.1, and all other lawful activities as provided in SDCL 47-22 to SDCL 4726

mclusive as amended.

ARTICLE IV

The corporation shall have voting members.

ARTICLE Y
The corporation shall have three classes of membership, which are as fol-
lows:
Class A Members COLEC with more than 13,000 access lities
Class B Members COLEC with 3,000 to 13,000 access lines

Class C Members COLEC with under 3,000 aceess lines

For purposes of the above, a commonly operated LEC (Local Exchange Carrier),
(COLEC) refers to a local exchange carrier and local exchange affiliates or subsidiaries

which share common ownership and control.




Eligibility for membership in any of the above classes of membership is as follows:

1. The member must be a local exchange company based in South Da-
kota.

2. The member must be a local exchange company that delivers or is

committed to deliver all of its Public Network Switched (PNS) Traffic over which it has
control to South Dakota Network’s LATA Access Tandem for & period of niot less than
seven vears, commencing January 1, 1999.

3. The member must have agreed to pay the SONET Transport-Pooling
Assessment (STPA) as determined by the Board of Directors from time 1o time.

ARTICLE VI

The directors of the corporation shall be elected for one-vear terms each
year by the members in each membership class.

ARTICLE VII

The corporation shall be managed by the Board of Directors named herein
until the first Annual Meeting of the corporation to be held in the vear 3000, at which
time a Board of Directors shall be elected and shall take over as the directors of the cot-
poration. The directors named herein shall serve as the Board of Directors il that time.
In the event of dissolution or final liquidation of the corporation, assets shall be distrib-
uted back to the members in proportion to the amounts contributed by sach member: i it
is not possible to determine said proportionate amounts, then the assets shall be distrib-
uted back to the members in equal shares.

ARTICLE VI

The street address of the corporation is 320 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre.
South Dakota 57501; its initial registered agent is Brian B. Meyer of Meyer & Rogers,
P.O. Box 1117, 320 East Capitol Avenue, Piemre, South Dakota $7501; and attached
hereto is his written consent to the appointment.

ARTICLE IX

The number of directors constituting the initial board of directers is seven,

and the names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as the initial directors are as
follows:

[




Name

1. Darrell Henderson

1o

. Jack Brown

. Don Snyders

i

4. Randy Houdek

5. Dean Anderson

6. Dianna J, Quashnick

7. Craig Osvog

Main Strest N.
P. 0. Box 39
Bison, SD 57620

410 Crown St.
P. O. Box 411
Wall, SD 57790

012 Third St.
P. O. Box 349
Garretson, SD 57030

218 Conimiercial 8.E.
P. 0. Box 157
Highmore, SD 57343

312 West Fourth St.
E. O, Box 920
Clear Lake, SO 57226

102 Seuth Main St.
P.0O.Box 7
Herreid, South Dakota 57532

525 Western Ave.
P. O. Box 588
Brookings, SD 37006

ARTICLE X

The names and addresses of the incorporators are:

P ———

1. Darrell Henderson

2. Jack Brown

Main Street N,
P. 0. Box 39
Bison, SD 57620

410 Crown St.
P. O.Box 411
Wall, SD 57790




Lo

. Don Snyders 612 Third St.
P. O. Box 349
Garretson, SD 5703¢

4. Randy Houdek 218 Commercial S.E.
: P. 0. Box 157
Highmore, SD 57345
5. Dean Anderson 312 West Fourth St,

P. 0. Box 920
Clear Lake, SD 57226

These Articles may be amended in the manner authorized by law at th
time of the amendment. ‘

EXECUTED in duplicate on this _25th  dayof February,
1999,

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
)SS.
COUNTY OF DAVISON )

Onthis, the _25th  day of February, 1999, before me, the undersigried
Notary Public, personally appeared Darrell Henderson, Jack Brown, Don Sn

iyders, Randy
Houdek and Dean Anderson, known to me or satisfactorily proven to be the of

whose names are subscribed to the within instrument and ackniowledged that they exe
cuted the same for the purposes therein contained.

In witness whereof | hereunto set my hand and official seal,

£

My Commission Expires: 2-5-04 Notary Pubh'c T
(SEAL)




CONSENT TO APPOINTMENT AS REGISTERED AGENT

I, Brian B. Meyer, of Meyer & Rogers, P.O. Box 1117, 320 East Capi
Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501, do hereby consent to serve as registered agentof -
FIBER RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATION, = South Dakota \}‘mpmﬁi e
Business Corporation organized under Chapter 47 of the South Dakota Codified Laws. '

DATED this _ 25th  day of February, 1999.

j<T s
Brian B, Meyer g




Exhibit 2:

BYLAWS
OF

FIBER RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATION




BYLAWS
OF THE
FIBER RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE I

Section 1. Membership.

A local exchange company may become a member of the FIBER RING REVENUE-
POOLING ASSOCIATION by doing and performing all of the following:

(a) Membership is limited to local exchange carriers (LECs) based in
South Dakota which provide local exchange service to subscribers in South Dakota.

(b) Delivers or has committed to deliver all of its Public Network
Switched (PNS) Traffic over which it has control to the South Dakota Network's LATA
Access Tandem located in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for a period of not less than seven
years, commencing January 1, 1999.

(c) Paying all dues and SONET transport pooling assessments (STPAs) as -

determined, from time to time, by the Board of Directors.

(d) Abiding by these Bylaws, and all rules and regulations adopted by the
Board of Directors.

Section 2. Termination of Membership.

(a) Failure to pay dues or assessments within sixty (60) days after the time

specified by the Board of Directors under the authority given the Board of Directors by
virtue of Article VI shall result in the automatic suspension of @ member. During any pe-
riod of automatic suspension, the suspended member shall have no right to vote. If such

failure to pay the dues or any assessment shall continue for three (3) months frons the date .
of such automatic suspension, the Board of Directors may, by an affirmative vote of not -
less than two-thirds of the members thereof, expel the delinquent member and terminate -
such membership. No member expelled for the non-payrent of dugs or assessments shall =

be reinstated without first paying in full the amount of delinquent dues and assessments

and have received the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the members of the

Board of Directors approving such reinstatement.

(b) A Member may also be expelled by the afficmative vote of two-thirds
of the members of the Board of Directors or by a majority vote of the members voting

upon such expulsion for failure to comply with the Articles of Incorporation, the Bylaws, - .

or other rules and regulations of this association; provided, however, at least two (2)
weelks notice of the proposed expulsion, together with the reasons therefor, must be given

to such member by mailing notice setting forth the time and place that a vote will tie o

taken so that the member shall have a fair opportunity to appear and be heard at the meet~




ing at which time its expulsion is to be considered. Any member expelled may thergafter
be reinstated subject to such conditions established by the Board of Dmcmr::. or ihe
members, either upon an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the Board of Directors oy upds
the majority vote of the members voting on the reinstatement.

(c) Withdrawal or resignation: A member may withdraw voluntarily from.
membership in the association upon sixty (60) days written notice mailed to the Secretary
of the association. A member may not withdraw any of its pooled transport facilities: -
from the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association pool prior to the expiration of the
seven-year time period as set forth in the Articles of Incorperation of the Fiber ngi
Revenue-Pooling Association.

(d) Withdrawal or expulsion of a member will not relieve the member.of -
its obligations to maintain or upgrade any of its pooled transport facilities prior 1o therex
piration of the seven-year term set forth in the Articles of Incorporation of the Fiber Rin:
Revenue-Pooling Association.

(e) Termination of membership from the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling A
sociation for whatever reason shall operate as a complete release of all of the rights, i
and interest of the member in the property and assets of the association, but shall et
lease the member from any debts or liabilities such member owes to the association, :
cluding the obligation to pool facilities or the obligation to deliver traffic as set forth mf, ;
ARTICLE ], Section I, (b) of these Bylaws.

ARTICLE I

Members Meetings

Section 1. Annual Meeting.

The annual meeting of the members of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association sha
be held annually at such place and at such time as may be determined by the Board of Dl
rectors and designated in the Notice of Annual Meeting.

Section 2. Special Meetings.

Special meetings of the members of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pocling Association may
called by the president or by a resolution adopted by a majority of the Board of Direct
Special meetings of the members may also be called upon a written mandute by twe
percent (20%) or more of all members, and upon receipt of such mandate, it shall the
upon be the duty of the secretary of the association to cause notice of such meeting to.be: -
given as hereinafter provided. Special meetings of the members may be held at any place:
within the state of South Dakota specified in the Notice of Special Meeting, '

o]




Section 3. Notice of Members Meetings.

Notice of all annual meetings and special meetings shall be given by or at the direction of
the secretary of the association, or upon default by the secretary of the association, then
by or at the direction of the president of the association. Such natice shall be in writin
stating the place, day and hour of the meeting, and, in the case of a special meeting, the -
purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called, and shall be delivered either person-
ally or by mail to each member at its address as shown on the records of the association
not less than ten (10) nor more than fifty (50) days before the date of the meeting. If-
mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States
Mail addressed to the member at its address as it appears on the records of the asseciz=
tion, with postage thereon prepaid. The failure of any member 10 receive notice of an an-
nual or special meeting of the members shall not invalidate any action which may be
taken by the members at such meeting.

Section 4. Quorum.

The presence of delegates, or in lieu of any delegate the alternate delegate, consisting of
twenty percent (20%) of the members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of al
business at all meetings of the members. If less than a quorum is present al any meetin
a majority of the members represented may adjourn the meeting from time to time with- _
out further notice provided the secretary shall notify the members of the time andplacs of
such adjourned meeting.

Section 5. Proxy Voting and Signed Votes.

Voting by proxy or by signed votes by mail shall not be permitted, provided this is not
intended to nullify the power or provisions of SDCL 1991 Chapter 47-23-6; and the agsos
ciation may utilize the provisions of SDCL 1991 Chapter 47-23-6,

Section 6. Others Present.

Any employee or individual member of a corporate member shall be entitled to be present. ’
at any meeting of the members of this association and shall have the right to be heard, but -~
such persons shall not be entitled to vote. S

Section 7. Voting Members.

A voting member of this asscciation is any duly elected delegate or alternate delegate
from a corporate member, the president of a corporate member, the managing general
partrier of any limited partnership, any general partner of any general partnership, or any- -
other person duly authorized by the member. Each voting member shall have only one -
vote.



ARTICLE III
Beard of Directors

Section 1. Qualifications.

No person shall be eligible to become or remain a director who (a) is not authorized to be
a director by a member in good standing in the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association
or (b) is in any way employed by or financially interested in an organization or enterptise
in opposition or competition with the purposes of this association.

Section 2. Nominations and Election of Directors.

The Board of Directors shall be comprised of seven (7) directors, three (3) of whom shall .V:"k

be nominated and elected by and from Class A members, two (2) of whom shall be: nomi=

nated and elected by and from Class B members, and two (2) of whom shall be no‘mii'nat’ed«-v: a2

and elected by and from Class C members of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Associa-
tion. Cumulative voting shall not be allowed for the election of directors. '

Section 3. Tenure of Office.
Each director shall serve for a term of one (1) year.

Section 4. Vacancies.

Unless otherwise specifically provided for in the Articles of Incorporation or the Bylaws;

vacancies occurring on the Board of Directors, other than by the expiration of a-term, may- =
be filled for the unexpired term by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining di--

rectors.

Section 5. Compensation of Directors.

Directors shall be compensated in such amounts and for such services and expenses as

determined by duly adopted resolution of the Board of Directors.
Section 6. Regular Meetings.

Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at such time and place in tht:[,a
state of South Dakota as the Board of Directors may provide by resolution.

Section 7. Special Meetings.

A special meeting may be called by the president or by any three (3) directors, who shall”
also fix the time and place of the meeting.




Section 8. Notice of Directors' Meetings.

Written notice of the time, place and special purpose, if any, of any directors’ meetings
shall be delivered to each director not less than ten days previous thereto, by mail, by orat -
the direction of the secretary, or upon a default in duty by the secretary, by the presideni
or the directors calling the meeting.

Section 9. Quorum.

A majority of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum.

Section 10. Executive Committee or Committees.

The Board of Directors, by a resolution adopted by a majority of the directors in office;,

may designate one or more executive committees, each of which shall consist of two 0
more directors, which committees, to the extent provided in such resolution, shall h
and exercise the authority of the Board of Directors in the mandgement of the Fiber Rid
Revenue-Pooling Association; but the designation of such committees and the deleg
thereto of authority shall not operate to relieve the Board of Directors: or any-individ
directer of any responsibility imposed upon him by law, Other committees no hd it
and exercising the authority of the Board of Directors in the management of {
tion may be designated by a resolution adopted by a majority of the directors presen '
meeting at which a quorum is present.

ARTICLE IV
Officers
Section 1. Number.
The officers of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association sh:ﬂi be & president, vic

president, secretary-treasurer and such other officers as may be determined by the Bo

of Directors from time to time. The office of secretary-treasurer shall be hefd by the same:
person.

Section 2. Election and Term of Office.

The officers shall be elected by ballot, annually by and from the Board of Directors at:th

meeting of the Board of Directors held immediately after the annual meeting of the mem
bers. If the election of officers shall not be held at such meeting, such election: shall
held as soon thereafter as conveniently may be. Each officer shall hold the office unt
first meeting of the Board of Directors following the next succeeding annual meeting
the members or until his successor shall have qualified. A vacancy in any office shall’
filled by the Board of Directors for the unexpired portion of the term. '



Section 3. Removal of Officers and Agents by Directors.

Any officer or agent elected or appointed may be removed by the persons authorized to
elect or appoint such officer whenever in their judgment the best interests of the Fiber
Ring Revenue-Pooling Association will be served thereby. The removal of an officer or
agent shall take a majority vote and shall be without prejudice to contract rights, if any, of
the officer or agent so removed. Election or appointment of an officer or an agent shall"
not of itself create any contract or rights.

Section 4. President.

The president shall be the principal executive officer of the association and shall, in addi-
tion to the duties usual to such office, perform such other duties as the Board of Directors -
may from time to time assign to him by appropriate action; provided, however, he shall”
not be obligated either to devote his full time to the association or to actively supervise its
ordinary business.

Section 5. Vice President.

In the absence or disability of the president, the vice president shall perform the duties of - -
the president. The vice president shall also perform such other duties as from timeto: =~
time may be assigned to him by the Board of Directors. :

Section 6. Secretary-Treasurer.

The secretary-treasurer shall perform the duties usual to such office and shali at the ex-
pense of the association forward a copy of the Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws
and any amendments thereto of this association to each member. Tn addition, the secre-
tary-treasurer shall be responsible for all funds and securities of the Fiber Ring Revenue:
Pooling Association and shall be responsible for the receipt of and the issuance of re-

ceipts for all moneys due and payable to the association, and for the deposit of all such. '

moneys in the name of the association in such bank or banks as shall be selected in accor<
dance with the provisions of these Bylaws. The secretary-treasurer shall also perfc{rmf{f’
such other and additional duties as may be required of him by the Board of Directors:or

an executive committee. '

Section 7. Compensation.

The powers, duties and compensation of officers, agents and employees shall be fixedby
the Board of Directors, subject to the provisions of Bylaws with respect to compensation
for directors.




ARTICLE V
Commitiees

The Board of Directors may, upon its own initiative, but shall upon resolution duly:
adopted by the members at a members meeting, establish committees to make studies and
recommendations on particular matters, including but not to the exclusion of any:other
subject, safety training, rates, taxation, legislation, connecting company agreements ar
il matters of joint concern to the members of the association. The committees shall'E
appointed by the Board of Directors, The committees shall meet upon call of their chair
man, and shall record the proceedings of the committee meetings and shall submit reports
to-and at any meeting of the directors or of the members of the association. The duration” .
of any committee shall be established by resolution of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VI

Receipts and Expenditures

Section 1. Receipts,

The receipts of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association shall include, but not be lim= -
ited to, SONET transport pooling assessments, membership dues, annual dues or fees; =
and special assessments or other assessments as determined by the Board of Directors.

Section 2, Expenditures,

At the discretion of the Board of Directors, expenditures may be made in conformance

with a budget to be adopted by the Board of Directors annually. The Board of Directors
shall not incur any financial obligation or enter into any financial commitments unless
funds are available or have been pledged for the purpose of defraying the expenses m i
gonnection therewith at the time such obligation or commitment is entered into.

ARTICLE VI

Financial Transactions

Section 1. Contracts.

Except as otherwise provided in the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, the Board of
Dirgetors may authorize any officer or officers, agent or agents to enter into any contract:

of execule and deliver any instrument in the name and on behalf of the association, and
such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.




Section 2. Checks, Drafts, etc.

All checks, drafts or other orders for the payment of money, and all notes, bonds or othe

evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the association shall be signed by
officer or officers, agent or agents, employee or employees of the association and in s
manner as shall from time to time be determined by resolution of the Board of Directors

Section 3. Deposits.
All-funds of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association shall be deposited from tim

time to the credit of the association in such bank or banks as the Board of Dlrcctors )
select. .

Section 4, Business Year.
The business year of the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association shall be the ca

year, i.e., it shall begin on the first day of January of each year and shall end: on:the thir
first day of December of the same year.

ARTICLE VIIT
Miscellaneous

Section 1. Waiver of Notice.

Aty member or director may waive in writing any notice of any Board of Directors

ing or any members meeting required to be given. The attendance of a member-ol
tor at any meeting shall constitute a Waiver of Notice of such mieeting unless suc
tor or member shall attend a meeting for the express purpose of obje«.:ﬁng;m;“
tion of any business on the ground that the meeting has not been lawfully ¢

vened, and then such special appearance and objection shall be in writing and serve
an officer of the association.

Section 2. Rules and Regulations.

(a) The Board of Directors shall adopt administrative rules, notinco:
tent with the law or the Articles of Incorporation or these Bylaws. A LEC may be
without being a member of FRRPA. A RUL shall meet, at a minimum, the: follow,nv
quirements:

i) A Ring User LEC (RUL) shall deliver, or commit to deliver; 4l
PNS Traffic, over which it has control, to SDN’s LATA Acoess Tandem for(a)a p
of not less than seven years for orxgmal RULs or (b) the unexpired term of the-ori
RULSs for all subsequent RULs




ii) A RUL shall have traffic transported on one or more of the SC
Rings.

iii) A RUL agrees to utilize the Ring facilities and capacity in an ef
manner in accordance with sound engineering practices.

(iv) A RUL agrees to pay all dues or STPAS as determined. fom 8t
time, by the Board of Directors.

met

ARTICLE IX
Amendments

These Bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed as provided for by South Dakota la
which pertains to nonprofit corporations.
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DIAGRAM OF FRRPA POOLED FACILITIES




Planned Ring 3

{underway)

2T Ruse -

Planned OC-3 { }

Dakota
Network,

Inc. in

Sicux Falls

Pine Rldge-




Exhibit 3:
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Exhibit 4
. o

SONET RING FACILITIES POOLING AGREEMENT
FOR SONET RING PROVIDERS

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this _ 24th  day 0;‘
March , 1999, by and between SOUTH DAKOTA VETWOR}&. INC. of
2900 West 10th St., Sxouv Falls, South Dakota 57104, hereinafter referred fo ay
pany, a SONET Ring Provider (SRP), and the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Associs
tion, hereinafter referred to as FRRPA, a South Dakota nonprofit corporation which 4
as a revenue-pooling administrator as provided in SDCL 49-31-59.1.

WHEREAS, the provisions of SDCL 49-31-60 through 49-31-6% call for”
the establishment of three communications networks in South Dakotz (narrowband. ©
wideband, and broadband networks) all based on SONET backbone facilities capable of’
providing “ubiquitous, feature rich, standard, secure, private, survivable, rebust, addresss
able, switched, symmetric,” and “affordable” communication services.

¢ WHEREAS, Company has provided transport facilities for the purpose m?
transporting telecommunications traffic at Company’s expense; and

WHEREAS, Company has provided transport facilities along with oth
SRPs for the purpose of providing a poocling mechanism for a collective, costs]
cost-averaged, nondistance sensitive, fully-protected transport network, thas enabk
joint provisioning of transport facilities and ubiquitous, survivable transport of telecom- -
munications for a major portion of rural South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the telecommunications network in South Daketa is ea- X
hanced through cooperation with other SRPs by providing protection in the case of fa;lurs.
of any single network element in the interconnected network; and

WHEREAS, this pooling arrangement is an economically feasible meth
1o provide network survivability for the benefit of telecommmunications users in the State
of South Dakota:

WITNESSETH:

Company hereby agrees to pool those transport facilities described in Ex=
hibit 1 in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth herein, and pursuant to the =~

Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and any pool administration rules that may be adopted i
by FRRPA.

1. Temn. The term of this agreement shall be from January 1, 1999, o
through December 31, 2005.




pany for its pooled transport famhtles shan be in the amoium» set fcr{h in Exhibit
tached hereto, payable in advance monthly, commencing on g5
and payable on the first day of each month thereafter throughout the term of this agrees

ment. The pooled facility compensation may be adjusted as described in Exhibit
transport facilities are added or removed from the pool.

A. Company shall keep its pooled transport facilities available acali ¢
for use by Ring User LECs (“RULs" as defined in the Bylaws), and shal} ind
FRRPA and its members against any legal or judicial process which would impe
use of the transport facilities.

B. Company shall cause its pooled transport facilities to be ngmmd t
maintained by competent and gualified personnel in accordance with the a

dors’ or manufacturers’ instructions and in accordance with sound operating
nance procedures. This shall be performed at no additional costto FRRPA.

negligence or wrongful action causes an event necessxtatmg maintenance ot re
FRRPA shall pay the costs of such mainteniance or repair. i

C. Company agrees to install, construct or cause to be constru

D. Company agrees that South Dakota Network, Inc. (SDN}
ure and coordinate the pooled transport facilities.

A. The pooled transport facilities as desoribed on Exhibit 1 hs
times be the sole and exclusive property of Company, FREPA shall
provide any telecommunications services through the pooled transport faci mw;;m
have no right or property interest in the pooled transport facilities.

B. The pooled transport facilities are and shall remain the personal
erty of Corapany, even if installed in or attached to real propenty. Compan;
withdraw its pooled transport facilities prior to expiration of the term of thi
Upon expiration of the term of this agreement, Company shall have the right: w 5¢
its property from the pooled transport facilities of other SRPs,

4. Force Majeure. A party shall be excused from: performance
formance is prevented by acts or events beyond the parties’ reasonable contr
hut not limited to: severe weather and storms, earthquakes or other natural oceu
strikes or other labor unrest, power failures, computer failures, nuclear or oth

military emergencies, or acts of legislative, judicial, executive, or administrative
ties.

[




Default by FRRPA. Default under this agreement shall occur i the
event: (1) FRRPA shall fail to pay when due any part of the pooled facility compensation
hereunder; or (2) FRRPA shall fail, after thirty (30) days netice hg¢¢9§1 to cofrect

any
fallure in the due performance and observance of any other covenants and ohligations of
PRRP. AL

In the event of any such default, Company shall have o further obligati ml w0 pro
puoled transpon facilities and, at the opnon of Lompam ad nzht» of F RPA ther

pany may retain as hqmdated damages all pooled famhty wmp.anaan{m recerv ed‘ Tk
remedies in this pooling agreement provided in favor of Company shall not be deen
exclusive or alternative, but shall be cumulative and shall be in addition o all o ’
remedies in its favor existing at law or in equity. The failure of Company to exercise any
rights thereunder shall not constitute a waiver of those rights.

6. Default by Company. In the event of any breach by Company, or sts S
subcontractors, of this pooling agreement, other than failure of pooled transport facilitis
as set forth in Section 7, FRRPA shall give Company writter notice thereof. Gc:mp:m
shall have thirty (30) days following receipt of such notice to cure such default. If

default cannot reasonably be cured within thirty (30) days, Company shall take rensané:
able steps to cure such default within the shortest time possible. P

In the even: a breach of this agreement is caused by the failure of Comzeny
bonabi e tep& to cure such default, then in add.mon to 1he remedies pms il

penses mcun’ed by FRRPA in the enforcement o& its nhms dnd r.mn;:cims, umier, s
agreement.

Company agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regula-
tions. Company further agrees to indemnify and hold FRRP A harmless from all dam
and costs, including attorneys’ fees, resuiting from Company’s failure to comply with-any
laws and regulations or order of any federal or state regulatory agency. FRRPA shall pro-
vide written notice to Company of any event for which FRRPA may assart.

FRRPA shall provide prior written notice to Company before incurring any cost, inch
ing without limitation, attorneys’ fees, or making any expenditure for which it may re
quest indemnification thereunder. FRRPA shall take all reasonable actions to minimiz
the costs, including without limitation, attorneys’ fees, and any expenditures for whic
may seek indemmfication thereunder.

7. Eailure of Pooled Transpott Facilites. In the event the pooled transpo
facilities do not meet the specifications set forth m Exhibit 3, FRRPA shall give Cot
pany notice thereof. Company shall have ten {10) hours following receipt of such nc ,
to cure such specification noncompliance. If it cannot reasonably be cured within =n




(10) hours, Company shall take reasonable steps to cure such specification noncompis
ance within the shortest time possible. In the event of the failure of Company to subs
tially cure such specification noncompliance or take reasonable steps to cure such sp
cation noncompliance, FRRPA shall take measures to have the pooled transport £
brought into specification compliance. Company shall be responsible for all expen
associated with bringing the facilities into specification compliance.

ALEx

8. CGeneral. Company retains the right to subcorntract to third parties the
operation and maintenance of the pooled transport facilities subject o this agr :
however, no subconmract will relieve Company of its responsibilities and obligatio
thereunder. This agreement is the entire agreement between the parties and supersedes all
prior agreements and understandings between the pamies conceming the subject matter
herein. It may be modified only by a written agreement signed by duly authorized pees -
sons for each party and any party to whom this agreement has been assigned. This =
agreement shall be subject to and construed in conformance with the laws of the State of
South Dakota. The provisions of this agreement are severable, and if any provisions
hereof are declared to be void by a court or governmental entity of competent jurisd
tion, the provision shall be severed from this agreement and the remaining provisions
shall, if commercially feasible, be effective as if the void term were not included herein.

9. Notices. Any notice, request, instruction or other documient pertaining
to this pooling agreement shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the following par-
ties:

If to Company: Richard K. Scott, General Manager
SOUTH DAKOTA NETWORK, INC.
2900 West 10th St.
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Ifto FRRPA; Randy Houdek
Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
218 Commercial S.E.
P.0O. Box 157
Highmore, SD 57345

10. Waiver. Any failure of a party to assert any of its rights under any
provision of this pooling agreement shall not constitute a waiver of termination of such

rights.

11. Entire Agreement. This agreement, together with all Exhibits, no-
tices, appendices and any jointly executed written supplements to this agreement, consti= -
tute the entire agreement and the complete understanding between the parties. No other
verbal or written representation of any kind affects the rights or the obligations of the -
parties regarding any of the provisions in this agreement. -




R fts: Director

Date | / 2 {an Date: March 24, 1999




Conflict. In the event of a conflict between the terms and cond
contained in the bodv of this pooh_mz agreement and the terms and conditions con

in any attachments, the terms and conditions contained in the body of this agreeme
confrol,

13. Amendments. This pooling agreement can be amended by
gereement of the parties.

Company:




Exhibit 1

FRRPA
Pooled Transport Facilities

Company agrees to pool the fiber electronics and/ar the Fber cabie
windows shown on the arttached sketch(es).

For the fiber cable windows, Company agrees to provide and
maintain one window in each of two fibers (unless designated differ ently on
the artached sketch(es)) as required for FRRPA to provide the SO
facilities for the RULs.

For the fiber electronics, Company agrees to provide the fiber
electronics, maintenance, power, and space, ete. at the locations indiedt
on the attached sketch(es) as required for FRRPA to provide the SO

ring facilities for the RULs.
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Exhibit 2

Pooled Facility Compensation
youth Dakota Network, Inc

for

(Company)

FRRPA agrees to compensate Company on a monthly basis forthe
pooied transport facilities it provides.

FRRPA may adjust, on a monthly basis, the Pooled Facility
Compensation amount for fiber electronics when more than $20,000, or
25% of the current annualized fiber electronics compensation amot
(whichever is less), of cumulative additions or upgrades are provi
submitted by Company to FRRPA for consideration.

FRRPA may adjust the Pooled Faciiity Compensation-amount for
fiber cable windows, on a monthly basis, when more or less route miles are
provided by Company.

Pooled Facility Compensation Monthly Amount is $143,900.



Exhibit 3
The SRP shall ensure that the transport facilities mest the re
24 virnes

Al u;lbies that contain the fiber windows provided by the SRP o ERRP

smxi be mainiained according to the manufacturers specifications and

maintenance and engineering practices. All fiber coble windows shall misst the
requirements in this section.

3.1.1 Fiber Cable Loss
The SRP shall meet or excesd the loss requirements set forth in the following
paragraphs for the fiber cable windows provided 10 FRRPA.

3.1.1.1 Loss in the 1310 nm Window ‘ =
The loss of the 1310 fiber window shall not exceed 0.45 dBkm,

3.11.2 Loss in the 1550 nm Window
The loss of the 1530 fiber window shall not exceed 0.35 dBikm,

3.1.2 Overall Loss
The overall loss between any two pieces of SONET electronics. whet the §it
cables, patch panels, wave division multiplexers, ete, are ingluded shatlalto
at least 3 dB of margin above the minimum receive threshald of the equipment.

i

3.1.3 Fiber Splicing

All fiber cuts shall be promptly repaired using industry standard techniques t
minimize the additional losses due to the splice. Mechanical splicss shalt
on a temporary basis only.

3.2  Electronics
All SRP provided elecironics shall be maintained accurding to the manuf

specifications and sound engineering practices. Ali electronics shail meet e
requirements in this section.

3.2.1 Performance

The SRP shall ensure that the electronics meet the manufacturer specifications
all times.



- 322 Environment and Power
o The SRP shall provide an: environmentally controlled facility for the slect
which shall be within the manufacturer's environmental soemnuatums

Exhibit 3

times. The SRP shall provide ail power. in

1
electronics.

N RGIE S C N i ke
TR RS R x

3.2.3 Hardware and Softwar'e'Up'grafdes

The SRP shall maintain the electronics to have the latest sofh
revisions. as required by FRRPA. Hardware and softtvdre
coordinated with FRRPA and the other SRPs, to SnSure SVSten
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SONET RING FACILITIES POOLING AGREEMENT
FOR SONET RING PROVIDERS

March

Inc., of Highmore, South Dakona. heremzmer referred o as Cmmpnm a ‘:}C}i 4 _,
Provider (SRP), and the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association, hereinafier

to as FRRPA, a South Dakota nonprofit corporation which acts as a revenue-nooltng ad-
ministrator as provided in SDCL 49-31-39.1.

WHEREAS, the provisions of SDCL 49-31-60 through 493168 call oy
the establishment of three communications networks in South Dakota {marrow
wideband, and broadband networks) all based on SONET backbone facilities capable of
providing ““ubiquitous, feature rich, standard, secure, private, survivabig, robust, addregs.
able, switched, symmetric,” and “affordable” communication services.

WHEREAS, Company has provided transport facilities for the purpese of
transporting telecommunications traffic at Company’s expense; and

WHEREAS, Company has provided transport facilities along with mher ;
SRPs for the purpose of providing a pooling mechanism for a coligctive, «
cost-averaged, nondistance sensitive, fully-potected trmspon pevwerk, s snblin
iotat provisioning of transport facilities and obiquitous, survivable transport of felecon
runications for a major portion of nwsl South Dakels: and

WHEREAS, the telecommunications network in South Daketa is ens
hanced through cooperation with other SRPs by praviding protection in the case of failure -
of any single network element in the interconnected network: and

WHEREAS, this pooling arrangement is an economically feasible methmi :
to provide network survivability for the benefit of telecommunications users in the State: -
of South Dakota:

WITNESSETH:

Company hereby agrees to pool those transport facilities deseribed 10 Ex-
hibit | in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth herein, and pursuant 1o the:
Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and any pool administration rules that may be adopted
by FRRPA.

1. Term. The term of this agreement shall be from January 1, 1999,
through December 31, 2005.



- Pooled Facility Compensation. Pooled Facility Compensation to {...f’x:,
pany for its pooled transport facilities shall be in the amounts set forth in Exhibit 2
tached hereto, pavable in advance monthly, commencing on ___ v
and payable on the first day of each month thereafter throughout the term of this ¢

ment. The pooled facility compensation may be adjusted a5 described in Exhibit
transport facilities are added or removed from the poal.

A. Company shall keep its pooled transport facilities available avafl
for use by Ring User LECs (“RULs” as defined in the Bvlaws), and shail |

FRRPA and its members against any legal or judicial process which would m‘iﬁr:dé. the
use of the transport facilities.

B. Company shall cause its pooled transport faciiities to be operated and
maintained by competent and qualified personnel in accordance with the applicable vane
dors’ or manufacturers’ instructions and in accordance with sound Qpemnng and z‘mm%e» ‘
nance procedures. This shall be performed at no additional cost to FRRPA. If FRRE:
negligence or wrongful action causes an event necessitating maintenance or rf:pi
FRRPA shall pay the costs of such maintenance or repair.

C. Company agrees to install, construct or cause to be constructed, addi-
tional pooled transport facilities in accordance with FRRPA objectives and requirements,

D. Company agrees that South Dakota Network, Ine. (SDN) may conifl g
ure and coordinate the pooled transport facilities.

A. The pooled transport facilities as described on Exhibit 1 stodl acd
times be the sole and exclusive property of Company. FRRPA shall neither offer nor
provide any telecommunications services through the pooled transport facilities and shall
have no right or property interest in the pooled transport facilities.

B. The pooled transport facilities are and shall remain the personal prop- =
erty of Company, even if installed in or attached to real property. Company may fot
withdraw its pooled transport facilities prior to expiration of the term of this agreeme; O
Upon expiration of the term of this agreement, Company shall have the right to segregate

its property from the pooled transport facilities of other SRPs.

4. Eorce Majeure. A party shall be excused from performance if its p
formance is prevented by acts or events beyond the parties’ reasonable control includi
but not limited to: severe weather and storms, earthquakes or other natural occurren i
strikes or other labor unrest, power failures, computer failures, nuclear or other civitor = -

military emergencies, or acts of legislative, judicial, executive, or administrative autho:
ries.

o8]




Default by FRRPA. Default under this agreement shall sceur in the
event: (1) FRRPA shall fail to pay when due any part of the pooled facility compensgation
hereunder; or (2) FRRPA shall fail, after thirty {30) days notice hereof, o coreet anv
fatlure in the due performance and obh,ervance of any other covenants and ohiigations ¢f
FRRPA

In the event of any such default, Company shall have no further sbligation to pr
pooled transport facilities and, at the option of Company, ait rights of FRRPA theren
to administer such pooled transport facilities shall forthwith terminate. In additten, C
pany may retain as liquidated damages all pooled facility compensation recsived. 2
remedies in this pooling agreement provided in favor of Company shall not be deemed
exclusive or alternative, but shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to all ather
remedies in its favor existing at law or in equity. The fatlure of Cotnpany to exersise any
rights thereunder shall not constitute a waiver of those rights.

6. Default by Company. In the event of any breach by Company, o
subcontractors, of this pooling agreement, other than failure of pooled transpot
as set forth in Section 7, FRRPA shall give Company written notice thercof. ‘
shall have thirty (30) days following receipt of such notice to cure such default. lt S, EE
default cannot reasonably be cured within thirty (30} days, Company shall take reasons
able steps to cure such default within the shortest time possible.

In the event a breach of this agreement is caused by the fatture of Company to taht: reas
sonable steps to cure such default. then in addition to the remedies provided in this pools -~
ing agreement in favor of FRRPA, FRRPA shall be entitled to tecover ail costs rmd

penses incurred by FRRPA in the enforcement of its rights und remedies under thi
agreement.

Company agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regula

tions. Company further agrees to indemnify and hold FRRPA harmiless fromeall damag
and costs, including attorneys’ fees, resulting from Company's failure to cempiv witl
laws and reguiations or order of any federal or state regulatory agency. FRRPA shall pro-

vide written notice to Company of any event for which FRRPA may assert.

FRRPA shall provide prior written notice to Company before incurring any cost, inclid-
ing without limitation, attomeys’ fees, or making any expenditure for which it may re
quest indemnification thereunder. FRRPA shall take all reasonable actions to- minimize
the costs, including without limitation, attorneys’ fees, and any expenditures for whichit

may seek indemnification thersunder.

| . lites. I the event the pooled transport
facilities do not meet the spec1ﬁc:atlons set forth n Fxhxbu 3, FRRPA shall give Com-
pany notice thereof. Company shall have ten (10) hours following receipt of such notice
to cure such specification noncompliance. If it cannot reasonablv be cured within ten

T2




{10} hours, Company shall take reasonable steps to cure such specification noncompii-
ance within the shortest time possible. In the event of the failure of Compuny to s
tally cure such specification noncompliance or take reasonable steps ter cure such s
cation noncompliance, FRRPA shall take measures to have the pooled transport facilities
brought into specification compliance. Company shall be responsible for all 2xpenses
associated with bringing the facilities into specification corapliance.

eneral. Company retains the right to subcontract to third parties
operation and maintenance of the pooled transport facilities subject to this &

however, no subcontract will relieve Company of its responsibilities and o

sons for each party and any party to whom this agreement has been assigned. e E
agreement shall be subject to and construed in confurmance with th\, Iaw‘s @fl‘f‘ié Stﬁm’ n’? :

tion, the provision shall be severed from this agreement and the remaining pmv‘i
shall, if commercially feasible, be effective as if the void temy were not included hergin.

9. Notices. Any notice, request, instrirction or other document pertaining
to this pooling agreement shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the following par-
ties:

If to Company: Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
218 Commercial S.E.
P.O. Box 157
Highmore, SD 57345

Ifto FRRPA: Randy Houdek
Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
218 Commercial S.E.
P.O. Box 157
Highmore, SD 57345

10. Waiver. Any failure of 2 party to assert any of its rights undera
provision of this pooling agreement shall not constitute a waiver of termination of su

rights.

Entire_Agreement. This agreement, together witly all Exhibits
tices, appLHdICBS and any jointly executed written supplements to this agreement; con
tute the entire agreement and the complete understanding between the parties. No 6

verbal or written representation of any kind affects the rights or the obligations of ihe}, ‘
parties regarding anv of the provisions in this agreement.




12. Conflict. In the event of a conflict between the terms: and: .x:ami
contained in the body of this pooling agreement and the terms and conditions

inany attachments, the terms and conditions contained in the body of this agreerment
control.

13. Amgmim__n_a This pooling agreement can be amended By Wit
~agreement of the parties,

Company: Fiber Ring Revemse-l’ooimv Associat i _

Its: Director

Date: March 24, 1999




PLEASE NOTE:

The financial data contained in the following exhibits and attac
ments is company specific. Each company has different finatic
date contained in the exhibits and attachments to that compan

contract.




Exhibit 1

FRRPA
Pooled Transport Facilities

Company agrees to pool the fiber electronics and/or the fiber cabls
windows shown on the attached sketch(es).

For the fiber cable windews, Company agrees to prm xde
maintain one window in each of two fibers (unless designatsc
the attached sketch(es)) as required for FRRPA to provide the SO
facilities for the RULs.

For the fiber electronics, Company agrees to provide the fib
electronics, maintenance, power, and space, etc. at the locations:
on the attached sketch(es) as required for FRRPA to provide the 3
ring facilities for the RULs.
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Exhibit 2

FRRPA
Pogled Facility {,ampensangn
for Sully lenh . ; -

FRRPA agrees to compensate Company on a monthly basis for the -
pooled transport facilities it provides, '

FRRPA may adjust, on a monthly basis, the Pooled F:mm"‘
Compensation amount for fiber electronics when more than 3
25% of the current annualized fiber electronics campensatmn,amum"
(whichever is less), of cumulative additions or upgrades areprovided ¢
submitted by Company to FRRPA for consideration.

FRRPA may adjust the Pooled Facility Compensation antount f
fiber cable windows, on a menthly basis, when mors or less rontemils
provided by Company.

Pooled Facility Compensation Monthly Amount fer:
Fiber Electronics 5 &,&ﬁ{_
Fiber Cable Windows §__1.461
Total Monthly Amount § 10,30 3




Exhibit 3
The SRP shall ensure that the transport facilities meet the requirements of this exhibit a
all nmes.

3.1 Fiber Cable
All fiber cables that contain the fiber windows provided by the SRP 1 FREPA

shall be maintained according to the manufacturers specifications and sound cabie
maintenance and engineering practices. All fiber cable windows shall meest the
requirements in this section.

EXX

3.1.1 Fiber Cable Loss

The SRP shall meet or exceed the loss requirements set forth in the fallowing
paragraphs for the fiber cable windows provided to FRRPA.

3444 Loss in the 1310 nm Window
The loss of the 1310 fiber window shall not excesd 0.45 dBAam.

3.1.1.2 Loss in the 1550 nm Window
The loss of the 1550 fiber window shall not excesd 0.33 4Bikm.

3.1.2 Overall Loss

The overall loss between any two pieces of SONET electronics, when the fiber
cables, patch panels, wave division multiplexers, etc. are included shalt allow for
at least 3 dB of margin above the minimum receive threghold of the equipment.

3.1.3 Fiber Spiicing

All fiber cuts shall be promptly repaired using industry standard techmiques that
minimnize the additional losses due to the splice. Mechanical splices shall be used
on a femporary basis only.

3.2 Electronics

All SRP provided electronics shall be maintained according to the manufacturers
specifications and sound engineering practices. All electronics shail meetthe

requirements in this section.
3.2.1 Performance

The SRP shall ensure that the electronics meet the manufacturer specifications at
all times.




3.2.2

Environment and Power el
The SRP shall provide an environmentally controlted facility for the electronics, . -
which shall be within the manufacturer’s environmental specifications atall

Exhibit 3

times. The SRP shall provide all power, including standby battery power torthe
electronics.

Hardware and Software Upgrades
The SRP shall maintain the electronics to have the latest software and hardwar
revisions, as required by FRRPA. Hardware and software updates shall be
coordinated with FRRPA and the other SRPs. to ensure systemwide cornpatibill




SONET RING FACILITIES POOLING AGREEMENT
FOR SONET RING PROVIDERS

Amendimpent Ne, 1

THIS AMENDMENT AGREEMENT is made and entered into Jm o

o day of March, 2000, by and between Sully Buttes Teleptione Cooper
tive, Inc., of Highmore, South Dakota, hereinafter referred to as Compusiy; o
Ring Provider (SRP), and the Fiber Ring Revenue-Fooling Association. hereinaflerse:

ferred 10 as FRRPA, a South Dakota nonprofit cerporation which acts as a revenue
pooling administrator as provided in SDCL 49-31-59.1.

WHEREAS, Company has acquired numerous felephome exchinges mf
South Dakota from Venture Communications, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, the parties hereto are desirous of amending the '
RING FACILITIES POOLING AGREEMENT FOR SONET RING PROVIDERS o
mcorporate the new exchanges acquired by Company;

WITNESSETH:

The parties hereby amend the SONET RING E
AGREEMENT FOR SONET RING PROVIDERS by striking E
replacing said Exhibits with Amended Exhibits 1, 2 and 3.

The effective date of this Amendment shall be January 1, 2006,
LLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC.:

W ﬁé;ﬂ"ﬂ’ . Dat‘e:,_ﬁg 3/ _A

Harry Thoxl { esident
\‘

J

FIBER RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATION:

N
I}ats:of/‘;zf;’f
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Exhibit 1

FRRPA
Pooled Transport Facilities

Company agrees to pool the fiber electronics and/or the fiber cabl
windows shown on the attached sketchies).

For the fiber cable windows, Company agrees to provide and.
maintain one window in each of two fibers (unless designated different!
the attached sketch(es)) as required for FRRPA to provide the SONE]
facilities for the RULs.

For the fiber electronics, Company agrees to provide the fiber
electronics, maintenance, power, and space, etc. at the locations ini
on the attached sketch(es) as required for FRRPA to provide the SO
ring facilities for the RUL:s.
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Revised Pooled Facility Compensation
for Jansary 1. 2000 Forward

Exhibit 2

FRRPA
Pooled Facility Compensation |
for Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.(Company)

FRRPA agrees to compensate Company on a monthly basis forthe
pooled transport facilities it provides.

FRRPA may adjust, on a monthly basis, the Pooled Facility
Compensation amount for fiber electronics when more than $20.000. or -
25% of the current annualized fiber electronics compensation ainount
(whichever is less), of cumulative additions or upgrades are provided an
submitted by Company to FRRPA for consideration. ‘

FRRPA may adjust the Pooled Facility Compensation amount f
fiber cable windows, on a monthly basis, when more or less route mil
provided by Company.

Pooled Facility Compensation Monthly Amount for:
Fiber Electronics $ 10691
Fiber Cable Windows § 1461
Total Monthly Amount $ 12,152
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Exhibit 3

The SRP shall ensure that the transport facilines meet the requirements of this exhibit ut
atl tmes.

3d Fiber Cable

All fiber cables that contain the fiber windows provided by the SRP to FRRPA
shall be maintained according to the manufacturers specifications and sound cable
maintenance and engineering practices, All fiber cable windows shall meet the
requirements in this section.

3.1.1 Fiber Cable Loss

The SRP shall meet or exceed the loss requirements set forth in the following
paragraphs for the fiber cable windows provided to FRRPA.

3.1.1.1 Loss in the 1310 nm Window
The loss of the 1310 fiber window shall not exceed 0.43 dB/km.

3.1.1.2 Loss in the 1550 nm Window
The loss of the 1550 fiber window shall not exceed 0.35 dB/km.

3.1.2 OQOverall Loss

The overall loss between any two pieces of SONET electronics. when the fiber

cables, patch panels, wave division multiplexers, etc. are included shali allow for

4
at least 3 dB of margin above the minimum receive threshold of the equipment. .
3.1.3 Fiker Splicing

All fiber cuts shail be promptly repaired using industry standard technigues that
minimize the additional losses due to the spiice. Mechanical splices shall be used
on a temporary basis only

3.2 Electronics

All SRP provided electronics shall be maintained according to the manutacturers.
specifications and sound engineering practices. All electronics shall meet the

requirements in this section.

3.2.1 Performance

The SRP shall ensure that the electronics meet the manufacturer specifications at.
all umes.

3.2.2 Environment and Power

The SRP shall provide an environmentally controlled facility for the zlectronics,
which shall be within the manufacturer’s environmental specifications af all




3.2.3

Exhibit 3

times. The SRP shall provide all power. including standby battery powe:
electronics.

Hardware and Software Upgrades :
The SRP shall maintain the electronicy to have the latest software and hurdware
revisions, as required by FRRPA. Hardware and software updates shall be
coordinated with FRRPA ard the other SRPs, to ensure systemwide compatib



Exhibit 6:

SDN RUL AGREEMENT




SONET RING FACILITIES POOLING AGREEMENT
FOR RING USER (RU)

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this ___ 24th  day
__March . 1999, by and between SOUTH DAKOTA \IEI‘W(}R}&. ™
2900 West 10th St., Saom Falls, South Dakota 57104, hereinafter referred to as C
pauy, a Ring User (RU), and the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association. herel
referred to as FRRPA, a South Dakota nonprofit corporation which acts as a
pooling administrator as provided in SDCL 49-31-39.1.

L TEvenie.

‘ \Vldeband clﬂd broadband natworks) all based on SONET backbome famhtmﬁ capabis of
providing “ubiquitous, feature rich, standard, secure, private, survivable, robust, addresse
able, switched, symmetric,” and “affordable” communication: services,

WHEREAS, certain LECs, hereinafter referred to s SONET Ring Provid:
ers (SRPs), have provided pooled transport facilities for the purpose of tmns;mrtmg tele-
communications traffic; and

WHEREAS, numerous SRP’s have provided transport faci
purpose of providing a pooling mechanism for a collective, cost-shared. cost-ive
nondistance sensitive, fully-protected fransport network, thus esabling a
ing of transport facilities and ubiquitous, survivable transport of telecommusications for
major portion of rural South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the telecommunications network in South Dakota is en-
hanced through cooperation of SRPs by providing protection i the-case of faiturs 61
single network element in the interconnected network; and

WHEREAS, this pooling arrangement is an economically feasible:methor
to provide affordable network survivability for the benefit of telecomimunications users
the State of South Dakota:

WITNESSETH:
the poocling an‘angemem WCh eﬁ'ecuvely allows for a 3omt prov;swmng of" 50
rransport facilities by LECs and brings ubiquitous, survivable transport for telecommuini

cations to a major portion of South Dakota,

2. Traffic Commitment. Company will utilize or has committed to-utilize - /_
the pooled transport facilities for the term defined herein.




3. Temn. The term of this agreement shall be from January b, 1969
through December 31, 2005.

4. Company agrees to utilize the ring facilities and capacity in an efficient
manner and in accordance with sound engineering practices. Cormpany also agress fo
comply with FRRPA Administrative Rules,

o

-

5. SONET Transport Pooling Assessment (STPAY Company agrees to
pay STPAs in amounts set forth in the exhibuts attached hereto, commenci
, and 1o be received by FRRPA on or before the 25% day
each month thereafter throughout the term of this agreement.

A. Traffic to be carried on the pooled transport facilities is that traf
identified as PNS traffic (see Exhibit A), and such other classes of traffic as may be de-
termined by FRRPA, including the following:

(i) Intracompany transport use (such as host-remote links, end office 0
intermediate tandem trunks, etc.) (See Exhibit B).

(i1) Public Internet transport use (See Exhubit C).

(iii) Educational and library Internet transpost use {See Exhibit D)
(iv) 911/E911 transport use {See Exhibit Ej,

(v) Extended area service (EAS) transport use (See Exhibit F3,
(vi) Discretionary spare capacity use (See Exhibit G).

B. The FRRPA Board of Directors may revise the STPas from time to
time.

6. Use of Facilities. FRRPA shall neither offer nor provide any telecom-
munications services through the pooled transport facilities.

7. Force Maieure. A party shall be excused from performance if its per-
formance is prevented by acts or events beyond the parties” reasonable control including
but not limited to: severe weather and storms, earthquakes or other naturai cccurrences,
strikes or other labor unrest, power failures, computer fatlures, nuclear or other ¢ivil or

mulitary emergencies, or acts of legislative, judicial, executive, or administrative authori-
Tes.




8. Default by Company. Default under this agreement shall ocour in the
event: (1) Company shall fail to pay when due any part of the STPA hereunder; or (2}
Company shall fail, after thirty (30) days written notice hereof, to carrect any failure-in
the due performance and observance of any other covenants and obligations of Company.

In the event of any such default, FRRPA may retain as liquidated damages STPAs re- |

ceived, and FRRPA shall also recover from Company all STPAs owed during the tenm |

defined in Paragraph 3, all costs and expenses, including attomeys’ fees, incurred by

FRRPA 1in the en.forcement of its rights and remedies under this agreement. The remes - -
dies in this pooling agreement provided in favor of FRRPA shall not be deemed exclusive:
ar alternative, but shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to all other remedies in its

favor existing at law or in equity. The failure of FRRPA to exercise any rights thereunder
shall not constitute a waiver of those rights.

9. Default by FRRPA. In the event the pooled transport facilities do nat
meet the specifications set forth in Attachment A, Company shall give FRRPA notice:
thereof, FRRPA shall have fifteen (15) hours following receipt of such netice to cure:
such specification noncompliance. If such specification noncompliance cannot Teasona-

bly be cured within fifteen (15) hours, FRRPA shall take reasonable steps to cure t"m
same within the shortest time possible.

FRRPA agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and reguta-
tions. FRRPA further agrees to indemnify and hold Company harmless from all damages
and costs, including attorneys’ fees, resulting from FRRPA’s failure to comply with any
laws and regulations or order of any federal or state regulatory agency. Company bhal :
provide written notice to FRRPA of any event for which Company may assert.

Company shall provide prior written notice to FRRPA before incurring any eost. includ-
ing without limitation, attorneys’ fees, or making any expenditure for which it may re~
quest indemnification thereunider. Company shall take all reasonable actions to minimize -
the ¢osts, including without Himitation, attorneys’ fees, and any expenditures for-which it
may seek indemnification thereunder.

10. General. This agreement is the entire agreement between the parties
and supersedes all prior agreements and understandings between the parties concermiing,
the subject matter herein. It may be modified only by a written agreement signed by duly
authorized persons for each party and any party to whom this agreement has been ass
signed. This agreement shall be subject to and construed in conformance with the law
the State of South Dakota. The provisions of this agreement are severable, and i
provisions hereof are declared to be void by a court or governmental entity of compe
jurisdiction, the provision shall be severed from this agreement and the remaining provi-

sions shall, if commercially feasible, be effective as if the void term were not. included
herein.




1. Notices. Any notice, request, instruction or other docurment pertaining.

to this pooling agreement shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the following par-
ties:

If to Company: Richard K. Scott, General Manager

SOUTH DAKOTA NETWORK, INC.
2900 West 10th St.

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

If o FRRPA: Randy Houdek
Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
218 Commercial S.E.
P.O.Box 157
Highmore, SD 57345

12. Waiver. Any failure of a party to assert any of its rights under any
provision of this pooling agreement shall not constitute a waiver of termination of su
rights.

tachments, notices, appendxces and any ]011111}’ e\f:cuta,d wmteq suypleme'us tc; t,
agreement, constitute the entire agreement and the complete understanding between ¢

parties. No other verbal or written representation of any kind affects the fights or the obs
ligations of the parties regarding any of the provisions in this agreement.

Counflict. In the event of a conflict between the terms and condi
contained in the body of this pooling agreement and the terms and conditions: gontain

in any attachments, the terms and conditions contained in the body of this agreement st
control.

15. Amendments. This pooling agreement can be amended by writfen:
agreement of the parties. :

qupanv:

Fiber Ring Revenue-Fooling Assm:i‘atiidxg‘? ok

BV //< "4‘;’ L/(/ '/"—ub‘fv'\-»—w BV __‘,:'_/f.}.

i

Date .é’ 2 (9 Date _ Mareh 24, 1999




Exhibit A

PNS* Traffic Use

Terms and Conditions

i
i.

Lok b3

e

The following rates apply to the COLEC** for transport o FRRPA 4
zerween any two FRRPA ring locations with Add'Drop capabilities, © :
the Add/Drop locations is at the SDN switch in Sioux Falls, then all facilities
termination equipment required for connection to the SDN tandem switch are
included.

Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in D8-1 incremsnts.
Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes can he
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be b
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1. :

This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available.

This PNS Traffic rate does not apply to Intracompany Transport. =

i

Monthly Cost

Number of Total Number of Total Monthiy
DS-1'sat  Wonthly DS-1's at STPA
Add/Drop STPA Add/Drop
Location Location
For COLEC For COLEC

$1,336 14 $15,630
$2,672 15 $16,605
$4,008 16 $17,580
$5,344 17 $18,529
$6,413 18 $19.478
$7.482 19 $20,427
$8,551 20 $21,376
$9,620 21 $22.311
$10,635 22 $23,246
$11,650 23 $24,181
$12,665 24 $28,116
$13,680 25 $26,038
13 $14,655 Over 25 Add 3922 PerDS-1
equivalent bandwidth.

M_AOK.DCQ*-JO‘}U‘IA

* PNES (Public Network Switched) wraffic refers 1o nervork waffic on the end offics ¢
e i cande o Framre Treun V3L ‘ :
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"Tur pirposes ol e gouve, L Jummonty Uperaied LEC  Loval Eachange Carsuers

refers to a local exchange carrier and local exchange carrier affiliates or subsidiaries wiich shars
common ¢wuership and control,




Exhibit B
Intracompany* Transport Use

{. Terms and Conditions

The following rates apply to the COLEC** for transport on FRRPA 7
between any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drap capabilities.
Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in D8-1 increments.
Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes cun be T
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the highe
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1. »
This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available and
accordance with sound engineering practices. '

Snd U

1l. Monthiy Cost

$79 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

* Intracompany Transport refers to ransport utilized to carry 2 South Dakota LEC's originating or
terrrinating traffic to another location for the same COLEC (such as host to remote mansnort. sndnffics

SR TUNASTM TINEDOG, e
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Exhibit C
Public Internet Transport Use

l. Terms and Conditions

st

The following rates apply to the COLEC* for wransporton FRRPA &
between any two FRRPA ring locations with AddDrop mm.bmt;e.;

Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 incre: ments.

Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes ¢ garvbe
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on: the
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1.

This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are availableand:
accordance with sound engineering practices.

This STPA Traffic Class is for traffic to or from providers serving th
public located in a RUL service area. :

Requests for more than four (4) DS-1 circuits in this STPA Trafﬁs: Class
provider per Add/Drop location will be considered on an individual ease bas

[UFIE o

Xkl—”

4=

Ly

0. Monthly Cost

367 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

© Foar aurmpnoses T *he gbove, 1 ¢ smmonly Noertted T

LEC Lownl Exchange Ca
Tound ol 2 XCHINTE carTyer o daes ur RALvESTa ]

T4 LT INORERYY Jumie

sommon uwncrshxp and vonirol,
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Monthly Cost

Exhibit D

Educational and Library Internet Transport Use

Terms and Conditions

L. The following rates apply to the COLEC* for sranspart on FRRPA f
berween any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabiiities.

2. Transport facilities are provided and provistened in DS- 1 ircrements.

3 Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Tea : nbe -
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based orithe ki
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1.

4, This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facifities are availabie and |
accordance with sound engineering préctices.

5. This STPA Traffic Class is for K-12 Institutions and Public Libracies | amted
in an RUL service area.

0,

Requests for more than one (1) DS-1 circuit in this STPA Trafhe Clas
school campus or Public Library will be congidered an an individual sae

50 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth



Exhibit E
311/E911 Transport Use

{. Terms and Conditions

The following rates appiv to the COLEC™ for transport on FRRP
between any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop eapabilities.
Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 lncrements,
Circuits containing traffic fom different STPA Traffic Classes canbe s
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the highest
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1. z
This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available and it
accordance with sound engineering practices. o

R R AT e
A facilities

tad P2

The 911 or E911 transport is provided to consumers located in aRULse*nms
area. B ‘

911 and ES11 will never be tandemed more than one time while:the-call is
under the control of S'DN..

. Monthly Cost

S0 per DS-0 equivalent bandwidth

= -

Tar surmnese A7 the ahove. merated LEC TLocai Sxch

rioammonny

Fasra SLCLan I JATVIOT S CHOAUNGe ST G

er atfiitates or subsiatares whlg
mwnership and control.




Exhibit F

Extended Area Service (EAS) Transport Use

. Terms and Conditions

By -~
2 T
. 'S

a¢ tollowing rates apply to the COLEC™ for transport on FREDA &
berwesn any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/ /Drop capabilities

2. Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 increments.

3, Circuits containing waffic from different STPA Traffic Classes can be :
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the & fighes
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1. -

4, Trus STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are avaiiable and
accordance with sound engineering practices.

3

One or both of the locations where the EAS otiginates or reﬁmna agmitst be
it an RUL service area.

A"

iI. Monthly Cost

$79 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

B S tan e ~ew

R

B ‘,mrrmp ang conrod,
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Exhibit G

Discretionary Spare Capacity Use

Terms and Conditions

Py

L

The following rates apply to ransport on FRRPA facilities berween any o
FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilites.

This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are availabte
User will pay FRRPA for the residual DS-1s that are available on the D833
used bv other RULs to

FRRPA Add/Drop locations. Note: {The number of
“Residual DS-1s” available to User may be reduced in the fiture due to growth in
use by other RULSs.)

User will pay a monthly amount to FRRPA in order for FRRPA to reserve
discretionary spare capacity for User.

User will pay FRRPA for additional capacity on a DS-3 or DS-3 equivalent
basis. Monthly amounts are based on long term, volume discount, nondistance
sensitive rates for the total number of DS-3s or DS-3 equivalents used by User.

Monthly Cost

1.

B

153

“Residual DS-1s” on DS-3s

§2.311
Capacity Reservation Assessment 52,217
First 15 DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Lump Sum of $20.614
Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of $1,237
Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of $1.099
Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of $ 962
Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of § 824
Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of $ 687




Attachment A

Any circuits shall meet the following performance requirements while on the FRRPA
pooled transport facilities.

A.1  Protected Transport
All circuits shall be protected and unaffected by cable cuts or electronics faijurss,
to the greatest exzent practical.

A2 Bit Error Rate
All circuits on FRRPA pooled transport facilites shall have a minimum bit ersor
rate (BER) of 10™ or better.

A3 Availability
All circuits shall have an annual availability of 0.9998 or better, excluding ary
planned outages. - .




Exhibit 7:

LEC RUL AGREEMENT




SONET RING FACILITIES POOLING AGREEMENT
FOR RING USER LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIER (LEC)

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into this 24th  dav of
. 1999, by and between Suily Buttes Telephone Coaperarwm
Inc., of Highmore, Souxh Dakota, heremnafter referred to as Company, a Ring User LEC
xRLI), and the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association. hersinafter referred to ug
FRRPA. a South Dakota nonprofit corporation which acts as a revenue-pooting adminis-
trator as provided in SDCL 49-31-59.1.

March

WHEREAS, the provisions of SDCL 49-31-60 through 49-31 i
the establishment of three communications networks in South Dakota (narrowband,
wideband, and broadband networks) all based on SONET backbone facilities capabie of .
providing “ubiquitous, feature rich, standard, secure, private, survivable, robust, address-
able, switched, symmetric,” and “affordable™ communication services.

WHEREAS, certain LECs, hereinafter referred to as SONET Ring P’rm"iﬁ’ :'

31-68 call for

ers (SRPs), have provided pooled transport facilities for the purpose of transporting RUL o
telecornmunications traffic; and

WHEREAS, numerous SRP’s have provided transport facilites forthe =
purpose of providing a pooling mechanism for a coltective, cost-shared, cost-averaged,

nondistance sensitive, fully-protected transport network, thus enabling a joint provision

ing of transport facilities and ubiquitous, survivable transport of telecommunicitions fora
major portion of rural South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the telecommunications network in South Dakota is en:
hanced through cooperation of SRPs by providing protection in the case of fiilure of anv
single network element in the interconnected nerwork; and

WHEREAS, this pooling arrangement is an ecoriomically feasible triethod

to provide affordable network survivability for the benefit of telecorununications users in
the State of South Dakota:

WITNESSETH:

1. ERRPA agrees to provide, implement and manage on a nonprofit-basis 3
the pooling arrangement which effectively allows for a joint provisioning of SONET
transport facilities by LECs and brings ubiquitous, survivable transport for telecommuni-
cations to a major portion of South Dakota,

. Iraffic Commitment. Company is a local exchange company that'de-

livers or has cormmtted to deliver all of its Public Network Switched (PNS) Traffic Gwer-”; -
which it has control to South Dakota Network’s LATA Access Tandem for the term de-




fined herein. Public Network Switched (PNSj Traffic is defined in the
rative Rules as adopted by the FRRPA Board of Directors.

-

5. Temm. The term of this agresment shall be Fom January 1
through December 31, 31, 2005.

4. Company agrees to utilize the ring facilities and capacity in 2

QN X ¥

b e

manner and in accordance with sound engineering practices. Company aiso dg
comply with FRRPA Administrative Rules.

5. SONET Transport Pooling Assessment (STPA). Company agress to
pay STPAs in amounts set forth in the exhibits attached hereto, comm ;
, . and to be received by FRRPA on or ‘)erorc the 237 &
each month thereafter lhroughout the terin of this agreement.

A. Traffic to be carried on the pooled transport facilities is that twafh ‘,' =
identified as PNS traffic (see Exhibit A}, and such other classes of traffic as may be des
termined by FRRPA, including the following:

(i) Intracompany transport use {such as host-remote links, end office o
intermediate tandem trunks, etc.) (See Exhibit By,

(ii) Public Internet transport use (Ses Exhibit ).

(it1) Educational and library Internet ttansport use (See Exhibit D).

(iv) S11/E911 transport use (See Exhibit E).
{v) Extended area service (EAS) trauspors use (See Exhibit F¥.

{vi) Discretionary spare capacity use {See Exhibit G).

B. The FRRPA Board of Directors may revise the STPAs from time'to~
time.

6. Use of Facilities. FRRPA shall neither offer nor provide any té’!ecsm‘?-f i L
munications services through the pooled transport facilities. The RUL shall continus Lc:a,‘ L
provide the STPA traffic classes ii), iii), and iv) to applicable outside parties. e

7. Eorce Majeure. A party shall be excused from performance if its per=
formance is prevented by acts or evants beyond the parties’ reasonable control includin
hut not limited to: severe weather and storms, earthquakes or other naturdl sccurrences
strikes or other labor unrest, power failures, computer failures, nuclear or ather civil ar

military emergencies, or acts of legisiative, judicial, executive, or administrative authon=
s,

I~




8. Default bv Company. Default under this agreement shall occur in the
(1) Company shall fail to pay when due any part of the STPA hereunder: or (2}
Company shall fail, after thirty (30) days writien notice hereof, to correct any failure in
the due performance and observance of any other covenants and obligations of Company

event:

In the event of any such default, FRRPA may retain as liquidated damages STPA:

ceived, and FRRPA shall also recover from Company ail STPAs owed during the ters
defined in Paragraph 3, all costs and expenses, including attormeys’ fees, in

wurred by
FRRPA in the enforcement of its rights and remedies under this agreement. The reme-
dies in this pooling agreement provided in favor of FRRPA shail not be desmed exclusive

or alternative, but shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to all other remedies in itz

favor existing at law or in equity. The failure of FRRPA to exercise any rights theretnder
shall not constitute a waiver of those rights.

9. Default bv FRRPA. In the event the pooled transport facilities do not
meet the specifications set forth in Attachment A, Company shall give FRRPA notice
thereof. FRRPA shall have fifteen (15) hours following receipt of such notice to curé

such specification noncompliance. If such specification noncompliance cannot reasoni-

bly be cured within fifteen (15) hours, FRRPA shall take reasonable steps to cure %ﬁei;
same within the shortest time possible.

FRRPA agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulas i
rions, FRRPA further agrees to indemnify and hold Company harmless from all damages

and costs, including attorneys’ fees, resulting from FRRPA’s failure to comply withany

laws and regulations or order of any federal or state regulatory agency. Company shall

provide written notice to FRRPA of any event for which Company may assert.

Company shall provide prior written notice to FRRPA before incurring any cost, includ-
ing without limitation, attorneys’ fees, or making any expenditure for which it may re-

quest indemnification thereunder. Company shall take all reasonable actions to minimize

the costs, including without limitation, attorneys’ fees, and any expenditures for which {t
may seek indemnification thereunder.

10. General. This agreement is the entire agreement between the parties
and supersedes all prior agreements and understandings between the parties concerning

the subject matter herein. It may be modified only by a written agreement signed by duly:

authorized persons for each party and any pasty to whom this agxccmcat ‘has been as-
signed. This agreement shall be subject to and construed in conformance with the laws of

the State of South Dakota. The provisions of this agreement are severable, and if any
provisions hereof are declared to be void by a court or governmental entity of competent
jurisdiction, the provision shall be severed from this agreement and the remaining provi-

sions shall, if commercially feasible, be effective as if the void term were not inciuded
herein.
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11, Notices. Any notice, request, instruction or other document 1 penai

to this pooling agreement ement shall be in writing and shall be delivered 0 the fotlowing pass
ties: :

Ifto Company:  Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
218 Commercial S.E.
P.O. Box 157
Highmore, SD 3734

-

[fio FRRPA; Randy Houdek
Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
218 Commercial S.E.
P.O. Box 157

Highmore, SD 37345

12. Wajver. Any failure of a party to assert any of its rights under an

provision of this poohng agreement shall not constitute a waiver of fermination of st
nghts.

13. Entire Agreement. This agresment, together with all Exhibits, A
tachments, notices, appendices and any jointly executed written supplements to this
agreement, constitute the entire agreement and the complete understanding between tf
parties. No other verbal or written representation of any kind affects the rights or theo
ligations of the parties regarding any of the provisions in this agreement.

14. Conflict. In the event of a conflict between the terms and conditions
contained in the bodv of this pooling agreement and the terms and conditiony tontaine

in any artachments, the terms and conditions contained in the body of this agr mcmshm
control. '

15. Amendments. This pooling agreement can be amended by wrxmmf{.
agreement of the paxtes '

Conszpany:

By /(Wﬂﬁ;w«u

Iis ?@M

Fiber Ring Revem:e&’(mimg Associations

Date ¥ —a3-79

Date March 24, 1999




PLEASE NOTE:

The financial data contained in the following exhibits and attach-

ments is company specific. Each company has different finanei

date contained in the exhibits and attachments to that compar

contract.




Terms and Conditions

L.

LI fed

L

Exhibit A

PNS* Traffic Use

The following rates apply to the COLEC** for transport on FRRPA i
berween any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilities. When ane o
the Add/Drop locations is at the SDN switch in Sioux Falls, then ail facilines and”
termination equipment required for connection to the SDN tandemt switch a2
included.

Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 Inerements.

combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the highest
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1. '

This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are avatiable.
This PNS Traffic rate does not apply to Intracompany Transport.

Monthly Cost

Number of Total Number of Total Monthly
DS-1's at Monthly DS-1's at STPA
Add/Drop STPA Add/Drop
Lacation Location
1 $1,336 14 $15,830
2 $2,672 15 $16.,605
3 $4,008 16 $17.580
4 $5,344 17 $18,529
5 $6.413 18 $19.478
8 $7.482 19 $20,427
7 $8,551 20 $21,376
8 $9,620 21 $22,311
9 $10,635 22 $23,246
10 $11,650 23 $24,181
11 $12,665 24 $25,116
12 $13,680 25 $25.038 i
13 $14,655 Over 25 Add $922 Per DS-1

equivalent bandwidth.

* PNS (Public Network Switched) traffic refers to network traffic on the-end office sideof
L. TA access randem consisnng of Feamre Grouo A, 37 o O craffe Trpes. siher et
.rom ur lermunanng (o a cenmal otfics ocated in South Daketa,



**For purposes of the abuve. o Commoniy Operated LEC s Local Exchanue Carviers i
reters to a local exchange carmier and local exchange camer affiliates or subsidiiries whickh shars
common ownership and control.




Exhibit B
intracompany* Transport Use

I. Terms and Conditions

L. The following rates apply to the COLEC** {or transport on FRRPA factiities
between any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilities.

2. Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in S-1 increments.

3. Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes can be
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the bt
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-].

4,

This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available and
accordance with sound engineering practices.

. Monthly Cost

579 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

* Intracompany Transport refers to transport utilized to carry a South Dakot LEC's originagngor =
rermunaung traffic to another location for the same COLEC (such as host to remote transport; end office
D mtermediate andern ansport. #1c. ). e




“*For purposes of the above. 1 Commoniy Operated LEC 1 Local Exciiznge Jarrier)

togidl exchange carmer and local exchange carrier affiliates or subsidiaries which ‘share co
- /ownership and conwol.
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Exhibit C

Public Internet Transport Use

rms and Conditions

The following rates apply to the COLEC* for transport on FRRPA mmhtres
between any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilities.

Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 increments.

Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes can be s
combined on the same DS-1, The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the hmzheb
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1.

This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available: md in
accordance with sound engineering practices.

This STPA Traffic Class is for traffic to or from providers serving the ¢ gene
public located in a RUL service area.

Requests for more than four (4) DS-1 circuits in this STPA Traffic Class per
provider per Add/Drop location will be considered on an individual case basis.”

Monthly Cost

867 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

..... Bxchanee Carriery fCOE
refers to a local exchange carner and jocal exchange carrier .uTu;nes, or subsidiaries which:
common ownership and conwol,



Exhibit D
Educational and Library Internet Transport Use

. Terms and Conditions

L. The following rates apply to the COLEC* for transport on FRRPA faeitin

between any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilities.
Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 incremetts.
Clrcuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes can be

combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the high
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1.

LI 12

4. This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available: an
accordance with sound engineering practices.

S. This STPA Traffic Class is for K-12 Institutions and Public beranﬂs louue
in an RUL service area.

6.

Requests for more than one (1) DS-1 circuit in this STPA Traffic Class per
school campus or Public Library will be considered on an individual case hZLSIa

fl. Monthly Cost

$0 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

* For purposes of the above. 1 Commonty Nverated LEC (Local Exch ange Carriert TODLEC) refersit
-beai exchange camer and local excnanys srmer atfiliates or suosidiares -viies share COMIMGN: WL
and-conrol,




Exhibit E

911/E911 Transport Use

I, Terms and Conditions

L. The following rates apply to the COLEC* for transport on FRRP A facilities
berween any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilities.

2. Transport facilities are provided and provisioned in DS-1 increments.

3. Circuits containing traffic from different STPA Traffic Classes can be
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on thc mur
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS-1.

4, This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available and
accordance with sound encineu*ing practices.

5. The 911 or ES11 transport is provided to consumers located ina RUL. sem
area.

6.

v ‘than one time whi “"-ﬂ‘*c,z_xll_;fi'
under the control of SDN. e

II. Monthly Cost

30 per DS-0 equivalent bandwidth

* For purposes of the abave. 3 Commonly Operated LEC (Loeal Exchanue Tasriery TOOLECT st

.ocal exchange carmner and (ocal excmangde carrer atfiliates or subsidiaiies which share Sormuman:
ownership and control,




Exhibit F
Extended Area Service (EAS) Transport Use

. Terms and Conditions

The following rates appl'v to the COLEC* for transport on FRRPA facilitic
between any two FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drap « pabllmcs

2. Transport facilities are provided and provistoned in DS-1 increments.

3. Circuits containing waffic from different STPA Traffic Classes canbe
combined on the same DS-1. The STPA for the DS-1 will be based on the: hJ
priced STPA Traffic Class on the DS- ,

4, This STPA Traffic Class will be pmvidad where facilities are available and |
accordance with sound engineering practices.

5.

One or both of the locations where the EAS originates or terminates mus
in an RUL service area.

ll. Monthly Cost

$79 per DS-1 equivalent bandwidth

e

“ For purposes of the above. a Commonly Nverated LEC (Local Exchange Carriesy | HCOLECy :crs ol

‘ocal exchange carrier and local exchiange camer atfiliates or subsidiaries which share: cammon
ownership and control.
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Exhibit G

Discretionary Spare Capacity Use

Terms and Conditions

L.

-
~
)

The following rates apply to transport on FRRPA facilities between anv twe - -
FRRPA ring locations with Add/Drop capabilities. i
This STPA Traffic Class will be provided where facilities are available;
User will pay FRRPA for the residual DS-s that are available on the L
used by other RULs to FRRPA Add/Drop locations. Noie: (The number of
“Residual DS-1s” available to User may be reduced in the furure due to grow
use by other RULs.) .
User will pay a monthly amount to FRRPA in order for FRRPA to-regery
discretionary spare capacity for User.
User will pay FRRPA for additional capacity on a DS-3 or DS-3 equivalen
basis. Monthly amounts are based on long term, volume discount, nondistanc -
sensitive rates for the total nuraber of DS-3s or DS-3 equivalents used by User. -

Monthly Cost

1. “Residual DS-1s” on DS-3s sz

2. Capacity Reservation Assessment $2

3. First 15 DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User, ‘
Lump Sum of $20,614 :

4,

Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,

Rate Per D8-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of

Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or D8-3 Equivalent of

Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of

Next (6) DS-3s or DS-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of

Next (6) DS-3s or D5-3 Equivalents used by User,
Rate Per DS-3 or DS-3 Equivalent of

$1.237
$1,099
5 962 :
S g4

S 687




Attachment A

Any circuits shall meet the following performance requirements while on the FR.
pooled transport facilities. '

- A1 Protected Transport

All circuits shall be protected and unaffected by cable cuts or electronics faili
to the greatest extent practical.

A.2 Bit Error Rate

Al] circuits on FRRPA pooled transpnrt facilites shall have a minieium b,,_‘
rate (BER) of 10 or better.

A3  Availability :
All circuits shall have an annual avai lability of 0.9998 or better. e\clud
planned outages.




Exhibit 8&:

LIST OF FRRPA COMPANIES




Fiber Ring Revenue — Pooling Association (FRRPA) o Exhibit

Listing of Local Exchange Companies CPageto
Name of Company RUL SRP
Accent Communications, Inc. X
Armour Independent Tel. Co. X
Beresford Municipal Tel. Co. X X
Bridgewater-Canistota X
Brookings City Telephone X X

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribal Tele-

phone Authority X

East Plains Telecom, Inc. X
Fort Randall Telephone Company X
Golden West Telecom. Coop. X X

Hanson County Telephone X
Interstate Telecom. Coop., Inc. X X
James Valley Cooperative Telephone X X

Jefferson Telephone X X




Fiber Ring Revenue — Pooling Assaciation (FRRPA) Exhibit

Listing of Local Exchange Companies : ,,Pégé 2o
Name of Company RUL SRP

Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. X

McCook Coop Tel. Co. X X
McCook Telecomm., Inc. X

Midstate Telephone Co. X X
RC Communications, Inc. X
Roberts County Telephone X

Sanborn Telephone Coop. X X
Sancom, Inc. X

Sioux Valley Telephone X _ X
Splitrock Properties, Inc. X
Stateline Telecom, Inc. X
Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone X

Sully Buttes Telephone X X
Tri-County X




Fiber Ring Revenue — Pooling Association (FRRPA)
Listing of Local Exchange Companies

Union Telephone Company X
Valley Telecom X

Vivian Telephone Company X X
West-River Cooperative Tel. Co. | X
West River Telecom. Coop. | X
Western Telephone X




Exhibit 9:

INISTRATIVE RULES




Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association (FRRPA)

Administrative Rules

i. Statement of Purpose

To provide a pooling mechanism for a collective, cost shared, cost averaged,
nondistance sensitive fully-protected transport network for LECs whose traffic is
carried on any of the joint South Dakota LEC and SDN SONET Ring transport
facilities and thus enables pooling to create a level playing field for ubiquitous
survivable transport of telecommunications for a major portion of rural South
Dakota.

il. Definitions

I

13

SONET Ring Provider (SRP): SDN and LECs who provide any portion of the
SONET ring facilities.

Ring User LEC (RUL): Any LEC whose intracompany or intercompany traffic is
carried on one or more of the SONET rings.

Commonly Operated LEC (COLEC): A local exchange carrier and local exc‘han;gea :
carrier affiliates or subsidiaries, which share common ownership and control. ’
Intercompany Transport: Transport utilized to carry a South Dakota LEC's
originating or terminating traffic to or from ather LECs,

Intracompany Transport: Transport utilized to carry a South Dakota COLEC's
originating or terminating traffic to another location for the same COLEC (such as
host to remote transport, end office to intermediate tandem transport, etc.)
SONET Transport Pooling Assessment (STFA): An amount assessed by FRRPA
to any RUL or SDN to accomplish a collective, cost shared, cost averaged, and
nondistance sensitive basis for SONET Ring transport. =
Public Network Switched (PNS) Traffic: Network traffic on the end office side of

a LATA access tandem consisting of Feature Group A, B, C, or D traffic types
either originating from or terminating to a central office located in South Dakota.
Discretionary Spare Capacity: The capacity on the pooled transport facilities that
is not designated for use or reserved for use for a RUL,

Internet Transport Use: Transport for Internet service that is offered to the general
public located in a RUL service area.

ill. Facilities Administered by FRRPA

I

2

-~

FRRPA will administer SONET ring facilities provided by the SRPs.

The term between FRRPA and the SRPs for pooled transport facilities:

a) for the original SRPs shall be not less than 7 years

b) for subsequent SRPs shall be equal to the unexpired term of the original SRPs
The SRPs agree to maintain, configure, and upgrade all pooled facilities
administered by FRRPA.

At the direction of FRRPA, SDN will provide network configuration services.

FRRPA Administrative Rules Page Fof 3



Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association (FRRPA)

Administrative Rules

S. SRPs agree to install. construct or cause to be constructed facilities as required by

FRRPA to provide for future growth in ring usage.

6. A uniform fiber electronics and fiber window pooled facility compensation
structure will be established by FRRPA and this pooled fiber electronics and
pooled fiber window compensation will be paid to each SRP {except SDN, who is
compensated under a separate agreement). The pooled facility compensation will
include all costs associated with the pooled fiber electronics and cable, including
the equipment, cables, space, power, maintenance, required upgrades, etc. to
maintain the equipment and cable as required by FRRPA. Fiber Electronics ‘
pooled facility compensation may be adjusted on a monthly basis when more than !
$20,000, or 25% of the current annualized pooled facility compensation payment
(whichever is less), of cumulative additions or upgrades are provided and
submitted by the SRP to FRRPA. Fiber window pooled facility compensation

may be adjusted on a monthly basis when more or less route miles are provided by
the SRP.

V. FRRPA Membership Eligibility and Requirements
I. Membership in the nonprofit Corporation is strictly voluntary; neither SRPs nor

RULs are required to be a member of FRRPA.

2. Membership Qualifications for Charter Members include all of the following:

a) A LEC based in South Dakota.

b) A LEC that delivers or has committed to deliver, all of its PNS tratfic over
which it has control to SDN's LATA Access Tandem for a period of not {ess
than 7 years.

¢) A LEC that has agreed to pay the STPAs as determined by FRRPA from time
to time.

3. Membership Qualifications for Future Members

a) On an individual case basis (ICB} as determined by FRRPA.

b) A LEC that delivers or has committed to deliver, all of its PNS traffic over
which it has control to SDN's LATA Access Tandem for a period not less
than the unexpired term of the Charter Members.

V. RUL Requirements
1. A LEC may be a RUL without being a member of FRRPA.
2. A RUL shall deliver, or commit to deliver, all of its PNS traffic over which it fas
control to SDN's LATA Access Tandem for
a) a period of not less than 7 years for the original RULs
b) the unexpired term of the original RULs for all subsequent RULs
3. A LEC who has traffic carried on one or more of the SONET rings.

FRRPA Administrative Rules Page 20f 3



Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association (FRRPA)

Administrative Rules

4. A LEC who has agreed to utilize the ring facilities and capucity in an efficient
manner in accordance with sound engineering practices. FRRPA will make: an
effort to accommodate the LECs’ requests concemning routing of traffic, ERRP.
retains the right to make changes in routing of traffic as needed due to network
constraints or other reasons. |

Vi. Transport Service Guidelines and Pricing
1. FRRPA shall have the following STPA traffic classes:

a) PNS Traffic Use.

b) Intracompany Transport Use (such as host remote links, end office to
intermediate tandem trunks, etc.).

c) Public Internet Transport Use.

d) Educational and Library Internet Transport Use.

e) 911/ES!1 Transport Use.

f) Extended Area Service (EAS) Transport Use.

g) Discretionary Spare Capacity Use.

h) Educational Video Transport Use. ,

FRRPA will assess a collective, cost shared, cost averaged, nondistance sf.mum:; i

amount (STPA) for transport services on the SONET rings. "

a) The STPA may be different for each of the STPA trafific classes. o

b) FRRPA will offer its facilities to nonFRRPA member LECs using the %amu
STPA as it does to FRRPA members. :

¢) FRRPA will assess the STPA to the LECs and SDN. The LECs mayactas
agent in providing STPA traffic classes ¢J, d). and &) to applicable otitside
parties. -

d) FRRPA will assess to the RUL the rates based on STPA traftic class quant
in service on the last business day of each month. On or before the 10" of =
each month, the RUL will be notified via e-mail by FRRPA of any chatig

the amount due. The amount due is to be received by FRRPA by the 2.
each month.

3. Discretionary Spare Capacity Use on the rings may be provided on an STPA
by FRRPA te SDN on a long term, volume discount nondistance sensitive ba
FRRPA's discretion. FRRPA may require that SDN pay a recurring amount fo
FRRPA to reserve spare capacity for SDN. Pricing is detailed in a separate
agreement.

4. All facilities administered by FRRPA will be configured to be survivable for P
traffic of all RULs.

12
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA Tt
IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF FIBER ) ORDER APPROVING

RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSQCIATION ) PETITION
FOR APPROVAL OF REVENUE POOLING )
ARRANGEMENTS ) TC00-084

On May 17, 2000, the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association (FRRPA filed ¢
requesting the Commission 1) find that FRRPA's pooling arrangements are in the public
review and approve the pooling arrangements between FRRPA and the Ring User L
Exchange Companies as represented in the RUL agreements and between FRRPA and me ,
Ring Providers (SRP) as represented in the SRP Agreements; and 3) issue an Order approvir
arrangements, as provided in SDCL 49-31-59.1. According to the petition FRRPA
organized to provide a paoling mechanism for a collective, cost shared, cost averaged, non
sensitive, fully-protected transport network for local exchange companies whose traffic is can
any of the joint South Dakota local exchange companies and SDN SONET ring trarisport {

On May 25, 2000, the Comrmission electronically transmitted notice of this filing te-ir
individuals and entities. The notice stated that any person wishirig o comment on:the pa
request for approval had until June 9, 2000, to do so. No comments were filed.

At its duly noticed July 13, 2000, meeting, the Cornmission considered whetherto: app
the petition. Commission Staff recommended its approval, ,

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant toe SDCL Chapter 4
specifically 49-31-59.1, The Commission unanimously voted to approve the petition: 1tis ther

ORDERED, that the Commission approves the petition.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this __ day of July, 2000.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMM‘!SS&GN?

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
dosument has been served today upon all parties. of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mall, in properly

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. JAMES A. BURG, Chairman
By:
Date:_ PAM NELSON, Commissioner
(OFFICIAL SEAL) - .
[ASKA SCHOENFELDER, Commissioner



Scouth Dakota Public Utilities Commission
WEEKLY FILINGS
For the Period of May 18, 2000 through May 24, 2000

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, ;ﬁ§5§$§',f?5@,5§28&f
Detaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. 0
Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-380%

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

= In the Matter of the Petition of Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling ﬁ;sfsze'{:if;éﬁ:j
Approval of Revenue Pooling Arrangements.

The Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association (FRRPA) filed a petition on May 17 requ
Gommission 1) find that FRRPA's pooling arrangements are ir the public interssi
approve the pooling arrangements between FRRPA and the Ring User Locat { =
Companies as represented in the RUL agreements and between FRRPA and the SO
Providers (SRP) as represented in the SRP Agreements; and 3} issue an Order-app
arrangements, as provided in SDCL 48-31-59.1. FRRPA has been organized {o-pro
mechanism for a collective, cost shared, cost averaged, non-distance sensitive, fully
transport network for local exchange companies whose traffic is carried on any of '{hi"‘;jﬂi_
- Dakota local exchange company and SDN SONET ring transport facilities.

Staff Analyst: Heather Forney
Staff Attorney: Karen E. Cremer
Date Docketed: 05/17/00
Intervention Deadline: 06/09/00

Yfou may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet ,
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http:flwww state.sd:us/puc




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

ORDER APPROVING

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF FIBER |
RING REVENUE-POOLING ASSOCIATION ) PETITION
FOR APPROVAL OF REVENUE POOLING )
ARRANGEMENTS ) TC00-084

On May 17, 2000, the Fiber Ring Revenue-Pooling Association (FRRPA) filed a peti
requesting the Public Utnlmes Commissions (Commission) to: 1) find that FRRPA's: po
arrangements are in the public interest; 2) review and approve the pooling arrangements b
FRRPA and the Ring User Local (RUL) Exchange Companies as represented in:
agreements and between FRRPA and the SONET Ring Providers (SRP) as represented int
Agreements; and 3) issue an Order approving said arrangements, as provided in SDCL 49:3
According to the petition, FRRPA has been organized to provide a pooling mechanis
collective, cost shared, cost averaged, non-distance sensitive, fully-protected transport netwo
local exchange companies whose traffic is carried on any of the joint South Dakota local-exch
companies and SDN SONET ring transport facilities.

On May 25, 2000, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of this filing::
intervention deadline of June 9, 2000, to interested individuals and entities. No petitionsto.inté
or comments were filed.

At its duly noticed July 13, 2000, meeting, the Commission considered whether to appr
the petition. Commission Staff recommended its approval. '

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 4Q‘f
specifically 48-31-59.1. The Commission unanimously voted o approve the petition. Itis theref

ORDERED, that the Commission approves the petition.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ ‘7‘” 22 %Y day of July, 2000.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of s M/ZLM / ; R

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service ! v # iy

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly ( 0.7, ey // L "w'fg/

ddreqs:?ﬂvelopes with charges pr pald thareon. / g A BURG Cﬁatrman ‘&//}z g
/ ; /a/%f%7 £ /]45’7 ReaiiEr

Date; 7/ Q / ﬂ ( =

BY ORDER OF THE C‘OMMZISSION: ¢

PAM NEL&:ON Commissioner

(OFFICIAL SEAL) P






