
' I n  the >latter of - IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY 
SOUTH DAKOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COALITION FOR 
APPROVAL OF RECIPROCAL 
TRANSPORT AND TERMINATIBN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN G.C.C. 
LICENSE L.L.C. AND BALTIC 
TELECQM COOPEFWTIVE 



Mr. Bill Bullard, Executive Director I$!'.? : ? 1 . z  
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 East Capitol Avc. 
State Capitol Buildin2 
Pierre, SD 57501 

- 

RE: Reciprocal Transport ,md Tcm~ination Agrccmcnts 

Dear Bili: 

Enclosed for Commission review pursuant 10 47 1J.S.C. 252(e) arc tmc ;md cilncct CCIP~CS C: 

"Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreerncnts" negotiated and cntercd betwccn GCC 
License L.L.C. (an affiliate of Western Wireless Corporatior,) and tbc indcpcndcnr leal 
exchmge carriers listed below: 

Accent Communications Inc. 
Armour Independent Telephone Company 
Baltic Telecom Cooperative 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company 
City of Faith Telephone 
East Plains Telecom, Inc. 
Fort Randall Telephone Company 
Golden \iVes"L~elecommunications Cooperative, Inc. 
IXanson Corninunicatior,s, Inc. 
Hanson County Tclephonc Company 
Heartland Commu!~ications. Ilnc. 
Interstate Telecornniuriications Coopcrariv,, I11c. 
James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company 
Jefferson Telephone Company, Inc. 
Kadoka Telephone Company 
Kemebec Telephone Company, Inc. 
h4cCook Cooperative Tdephcne Company 
Midstate Telephone Company 
Mt Rushmore Telcph~ne Company 



Sincerely, 

cc: Gene DeJordy, Wcsien Wireless Gorporaiiorl 









6. Loc;tl Trmwort  and Tci:iin3iil~i: Rare. Cl iRS F';~l.ider .i:d fC:.~ie: 
shall reciprocd!y &id syrnrnetrico!ly compensxe one a n o ~ h e r  for niri.1i.s ! ~ t l  
traffic terminated to their end users. The rnre(s) for the ternlicri:ion a::J :rmspor; 

' .  , of such traffic are as set forth in Eshibit A aitached h tx ro .  C~r; ier  1\11: ue 
responsible for n~ezsuring the total monthly ininu~es o f  use tern;i;mi:iy I;I:C i t s  
netu.ork from CMRS Provider's r i m w k .  3leasured usage I.eijr;s i t h c n  S h I R S  
Provider's mobile s~vitchin_c office is signded by the terminzri::g end i.i:ict. r11.t: 

the call has h e m  ans~vered. hfe;tsured usasc ends upon recopi t ion by !!:c ~i?f.)biic 





.<F j c ~ l l e c t i v s i ~ .  rr r orce blajeure Ever11"). 
I 

t * .  . -. shzll not bs  constmsd ro proi.ide third pmiss n-irh m y  r=rne,\-. ;Ea:ni. ,;L;,..,-. 

reinbursemen:. cause of action, or ~ 7 i ! i ~  pi-ii-iisge. - 1 



; i ; i c  i"' . - .P - > L " = - . ' - - - ' - - L  19+ Entire A ~ e e m c ~ ; : .  'Fhs ~ ~ , ~ : c ~ : ~ ~ ~ : ; ;  c c ; ; s ; i a s . * ~ ~ ~  $ ' * *  , h b . * L  L. .* & . * * * L ' b !  

, *, 1 C . C .  .I,- ben\.ccn thc Parries and supc~od;s  aii pscr ;? i~i  tlr a;:::::: 
. 2 , & i ~ L s . s * ~ > ,  * v - : .::: : representaticm. s:stcmen:.i, negaii~!ji 'i,~. d c  b t ..3 s * 

undert~kings \\*ith respect to the subject rnartc: iicrcc:' 

"CMRS Provider" A( (. L U , ~ K  L.L c.  

By: 



t LEC 

Accent Communicat ions  
Arrnour Telephone C o m p a n y  
Saltic Telecom Cooperat ive  
Eeresford Municipal Te lephor~e  Company 
Er id~ewater-Canisrota  Independent  
Brookings Telephone 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe l'ele. Authority 
East Plains Telecomrn, Inc 
Faith Municipal Te lephone  
Fort Randall Telephone 
Golden West Telecorn.  Coop~!rative, Inc. 
Hanson Communications,  Inc 
Hanson County Te lephone  Company 
f-{earlland Communicat ions  
Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative 
James Valley Cooperat ive  Teephone  
Jefferson Telephone Company  
Kadoka Telephone C o m p a n y  
Kennebec Telephone Compar,y 
McCook Cooperative Telephone Company 
Midstate Telephone C o m p a n  / 
Il'lobridge Telecommunisation;  Company 
Mt .  Rushmore Te lephone  Conipany 
Roberts County Te lephone  Cc op. 
RC Communications 
Sanborn Telephone Cooperative 
Sancom, Inc. 
Sioux Valley Te!ephone C o m ~ z n y  
Splitrock Telecom Cooperativ ?, Inc. 
Splitrock Properties, Inc. 
Stateline T e l ~ c o r n m . ,  Inc. 
Stcckholm-Strandburg Telephone Company 
Sully Euetes Telephone Coopc rative, Inc. 
Tri-County Mutual Te lephone  Company 
Ur.ior: Telephone C o m p a n y  
Valley Telecommunications C3op. Assn. 
Valley Cable & S d ~ e l l i t e  
Venture Communications,  Inc. 
Vivizn Telephone C o m p a n y  
West River Cooperative-Bison 
West River Telecom-Hazen 
Wesrern Telephone Company  





South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

WEEKLY FILING$ 
For the Period of March 2, 2000 through March 8,2000 

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact 
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. 

Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

CT00-045 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Ralph C. Campbell, Watertown, 
South Dakota, against OLS, Inc. Regarding Switching Telecommunications 
Services Through Deceptive Tactics. 

On February 22, 2000, a formal complaint was received from Ralph C. Campbell indicating 
that he received a deceptive telemarketing call. As a result of this call, the Complainant's 
telecommunications service was switched to OLS. As a resolution the Complainant is seeking 
$1 000 on behalf of all pariies who were slammed. 

Staff Analyst: Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Docketed: 03/07/00 

j Intervention Date: NA 

ELECTRIC 

EL00-006 In the Matter of the Application of MidAmerican Energy Companv for 
Determinations Pursuant to Section 32(k)(2)(A) of the ~ u b l i c . ~ t i l i t ~  Holding 
Company Act. 

Under Section 32(k)(l) of Public Utilities Holding Company Act, an electric utility may not 
enter into a contract to purchase electric energy at wholesale from an exempt wholesale 
generator if that exempt wholesale generator is an affiliate or associated company of the 
electric utility unless the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission makes certain 
determinations as required by the Act. MidAmerican Energy Company seeks such a 
determination from the Commission with regard to its proposal to purchase power from 
Cordova Energy Center, an affiliate of MidAmerican. 

Staff Analyst: Michele Farris 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Docketed: 03/02/00 
lntervention deadline: 03/24/00 



TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

TCCO-020 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota Independent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Accent Communications, Inc. 

TC00-021 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Cozlition for Approval of -Reciprocal Transport and Termination Ag-eement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Armour lndependent Telephone 
Company. 

TC00-022 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Baltic-Telecom Cooperative. 

TCOO-023 In the ~ a t t e r  of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.E.C. and Beresford Municipal TeDepiiene 
Company. 

TC00-024 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Bridgewater-Canistota lndependent 
Telephone Company. 

TC00-025 In the Matter of the Filing -by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
- .  Coalition for Approval o f  Reciprocal Transport and. Terinination- Agreement 

between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and City of Faith Telephone Company. 

TC00-026 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and East Plains Telecom, Inc. 

TC00-027 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Fort Randall Telephone Company. 

TC00-028 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Golden West Telecommunications 
Cooperative, Inc. 

TC00-029 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Hanson Communications, Inc. 



TC00-030 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Hanson County Telephone Company. 

TC00-031 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between -G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Heartland Communications, Inc. 

TC00-032 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Interstate Telecommunications 
Cooperative, Inc. 

TC00-033 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and ~ermination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and James Valley Cooperative Telephone 
Company. 

TC00-034 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Jefferson Telephone Company. 

. TC00-035 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent ~ e l e ~ h o n e '  
coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Kadoka Telephone Company. 

TC00-036 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
c..-im itson - for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Kennebec Telephone Company. 

TC00-037 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and McCook Cooperative Telephone 
Company. 

TC00-038 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Midstate Telephone Company. 

TC00-039 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Mount Rushmore Telephone Company. 



TC00-040 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 

i between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and RC Communications, Inc. 

TC00-041 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Roberts County Telephone Cooperative 
Association. 

TC00-042 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of -Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Sanborn Telephone Cooperative. 

TC00-043 ln3he Matter of the Filing bySouth Dakota lndependent Telephone . 

Coalition for  Approval -of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. andsancom, Inc: 

TC00-044 In the Matter of the Filing by South Eakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Sioux Valley Telephone Company. 

TC00-045 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota ln.dependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 

\ between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Splitrock Properties, Inc. 

TCQO-046 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Appmval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. 

TC00-047 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Stateline Telecommunications, Inc. 

TC00-048 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota Independent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone 
Company. 

TC00-049 In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, 
Inc. 



In the Matter of the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Union Telephone Company. 

In the Matter of  the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Valley Cable & Satellite 
Communications, Inc. 

In the Matter of  the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Valley Telecommunications 
Cooperative Association. 

In the M-atter o f  the Filing by South Dakota Independent Telephone 
Coifition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Venture Communications, lric. 

In the Matter o f  the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Vivian Telephone Company dlbla 
Golden West Communications, Inc. 

In the Matter of  the Filing by South Dakota lndependent Telephone 
Coalition for  Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
between G.C.C. License L.L.C. and West River Cooperative Telephone 
C-ompany. 

the Matter sf the Filing by Ssutti Dakota lndepend,eiit Telephone 
Coalition for Approval of Reciprocal Transport and Termination Agreement 
betvieen G.C.C. License L.L.C. and Western Telephone Company. 

Description for TC00-020 thru TC00-056 

The above companies have each filed a reciprocal transport and termination agreement which 
was negotiated and entered into between them and GCC License L.L.C. which is an affiliate of 
Western Wireless Corporation. Commission approval is sought pursuant to 46 U.S.C. Section 
252(e). 

Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Filed: 03/02/00 
Intervention Deadline: 03/24/00 

You may receive this listing and other PUC publications via our website or via internet e-mail. 
You may subscribe or unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http:llwww.state.sd.uslpucl 
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State Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070 

March 30, 2000 

William Bullard, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE: In the Matter of the R e c i ~  cal Tr ansp 
TC00-020 through TC00-056, Inclusive 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

tort and Termination Agr 

Please consider this to be the Staff analysis and recommendation in the filing of 
these reciprocal transport and termination agreements. 

Based upon the representation of Richard Coit on behalf of SDITC, that all the 
agreements are identical in their terms and conditions, I will therefore direct, ~y 
comments to these agreements in s ~ c h  a manner. 

It is to be noted that the effective date of the agreem~nt is January I, 1999. These 
were not tendered to this Commission until March 2, 2000, approximately a year 
and two months after the effective date. It is submitted that giving the agreements 
a retroactive effect would be contrary to the public interest for a couple of 
reasons. First, under the provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 252 (e) (1 the agreement is 
subject to approval or rejection by this Commission. Therefore, it cannot have any 
effect ilntil this Commission approves it. Secondly, the agreements themselves 
bear signature dates of September, October, i'dovember or December 1939. On 
page 2, the second full paragraph, the agreement recites that exhibit A sets the 
rates for the local transport and termination. To adopt the agreements whether 
effective on the "effective date" of January 1, 1999, or the signature dete of eithsr 
September or December of 1999, would be to effect rrtroactive rate making. The 
public interest is not served when parties enter into agreements that seek to 
impose rates during a time period in which a valid contract setting those rates 
does not exist. 

It shculd further be pointed out that the agreement with Ft. Randall Telephone 
Company, TC00-027, is incomplete and appears to have a copying error. My 
position is based upon the assumption that a valid contract exists here and that it 
is the same as the others which were filed. 



William Bullard, Jr 
March 30, 2000 
Page 2 

Accordingly, Staff would make the following recommendation. I would reccmmend that the 
agreements be approved in their totality but that there be an effective date as of the date of 
the order approving them pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252 (e) ( I ) .  

Please be advised, the standard of care exercised in reviewing these agreements is that, from 
this point of view, they are entered into by two parties who are amply equipped to iook out for 
their own interests and enter into arms-length transactions. 

Camron Hoseck 
Staff Attorney 

CHlrnrg 
cc: Rich Coit, SDITC 

Gene DeJordy, Western Wireless Corporation 



April 4.2000 

William Bullard, Jr., Esecutivc Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 East Capitol Ave. 
State Capitol Building 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE: In the Matter of the Reciprocal Transport md Termination Ageemcnrs 
Dockets TC00-020 throush TC00-056 

This letter is filed by SDITC on behalf of its member companies as a response to the lcttcr- o i  
Staff Attorney Cameron Hoseck filed in this matter, dated March 30, 2000. 

Mr. Hoseck first raises as a concem the fact tliat the Reciprocal Transport and Termination 
Agreements as filed reference an effective date of January 1. 1999. In response, SDITC notes 
that this is merely considered the effective date agreed upon between the parties and should no1 
be interpreted to mean that the parties at t h s  time consider the agreements legally effective and 
bindmg, prior to PUC approval. The pa-ties understand that these ageements are scbjec~ to the 
Commission review and approval process prescribed under 47 U.S.C. 252(e). 

SDITC does not agree with Mr. Hoseck's claim that the Commission cannot permit the pxties to 
make these agreements effective, upon approval, back to Januarqi 1, 1999. The earlier efTective 
date is necessary because for several years no reciprocal compensation agreements have been in 
place to allow for any compensation between the parties relating to terminated nireless trafic. 
The earlier date aliows for payment of at least a portion of the compensation due for p a s  
terminated traffic. It should also be noted that the parties actually cornnlenced the negotiarions 
leading to these filed agreements in the spring of 1998. The parties were unable to reso11.e zit 
issues until the fall of 1999. These prolonged negotiations also made it necessary to prc-date the 
agreements. 

Mr. Hoseck suggests that if the Conmission approves these agreements with the effective d a c  of 
January 1, 1999, th2t it will engage itself in retroactive ratemaking. SDlTC d i iq tes .  Thc 
Commission is charged under 47 U.S.C. $ 252(e)(2)(A) with resiewing negotiated agecmcr:s 
only to determine whether they are nondiscriminatory and whethcr thcy are consistent \vith the 



public interest, conimicnce and necessity. Ttlc rcvicw process csrt!f,ltishc*i fbr sd tc  ccn;r:la.;- 
sions under this section does not rise ~o thc lcvci of m actual raremaking pmcccjing md.  
accordingly, there should be no concerns about rctrouctkc ~atemr*king. Contrary to \.\.hat is 
suggested by Mr. Hoseck, the Conunissjon is under no legal obligation to r+xt thc cii;.ct i~~ 
date of January I ,  1999. 

The parties have agreed between themsclvcs, for cornpcnsation purposes. ro consiiicr rllc 
agreements effective as of an earlier date than they wcrc signcd. Why should thr Cornmis~ioi; hc 
prevented from honoring this understanding het\rccn thc parties? SDITC n~ernbcr cornpmicr 
consider the Januaq 1, 1999 effective datc to bc an important issue and tiisapprovnl o f  such 
effective date by this Conmission will throw the agreements back into thc negotiation process, 
SDITC urges the Commission to accept the cffectii6e date cstablished by tlic parries. 

In his letter, Mr. Hoseck also references the agreement filed in Docket TC00-017. involi*in~ Ft. 
Randall Telephone Company, noting that it is incomplete and contains a copyins cnor. To 
address these concerns, a new copy that is true and correct is enclosed hercu.i.ih. 

Executive Director and General Counsel 

cc: Staff Attorney Cameron Hoseck 

RDCIrns 
encls. 
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April 7 ,  2000 

Mr. William Bullard, Jr. 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Re: In the Matter of the Reciprocal Transport 
and Termination Agreements 
Dockets TC00-020 through TC00-056, inclusive 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

Please consider this to be Staffs Rebuttal to SDITC's response of Aprii 4, 2000, to 
the Staff Analys~s and Recommendation In these dockets. 

SDlTC takes the position with regard to the retroactive rate mak~ng objection ?at. 

"The earlier date allows for payment of at least a portion of the 
compensation due for pasi terminated traRic." (emphasis supplied). 

This rationale falls within the classic definition of retroactive rate making: 

Generally, retroactive rate making occurs when a utility is permitted to 
recover an additional charge for past losses, or when a utility is 
required to refund revenues collected pursuant to its IavJ-iuliy 
established rates. 

South Central Bell Telephone Company v. Louisiana Public Ser~ice Commission, 
585 So.2d 1258 (LA 1992) (decision without published opinions) CCH Utilities Law 
Reports - State 7 26. 169. 

By approving the agreements, the Commission is permitting the implementation of 
rates and in that sense is involved in the rate making process. The corollary is that 
without Commission approval of the agreed-upon rates, they would not be charged. 



3 r.Q i t-?, :-: r Retroactive rate making is not ~ ~ n s i s l @ i ; i  \%dtih the public in:eiest It can :e!lec: :akn j a  ,. ..! I 
and capricious acts, discrrmrnaiion a;7u a f;usiratian ~i :he as!i3 nOtlce P ~ ' Q ! J ~ ~ S T ; \ - ~ ~ : S  of da:e 
process of law. 

Staff adheres to its position in this matter and ~ t s  suggested effective dale far :he agrcemci:! azd 
all that it entails. 

Camron Hoseck 
a 

Staff Attorney 

cc: Mr. Richard D. Coit 
Mr. Gene DeJordy 



On March 2, 2000, the South Dakota independent Telephone Goal~tron on behalf of BaiIic 
Telecom Cooperative (Baltic) filed for approval by the South Dakota Pubic Uidtttes Comm~ssion 
(Commission) a reciprocal transport and termination agreement between G C C kacensc L C C 
(GCC) and Baltic. The agreement had an effective date of January 1, 1999 

On March 9, 2000, the Commission electronically transm~tted not~ce of this fil~ng ta interested 
individuals and entities. The notice stated that any person wishmg to intervene had ufit~l March 24, 
2000, to do so. No intervention was sought. Commiss~on Staff filed comments 

At its duly noticed May 17. 2000, meetmg, the Commissron consrdered whetner to ~ P P T Q V ? ~  

the agreement between GCC and Baltic. Commission Staff recommended approval wrth an cffec:rve 
date as of the date of an Order approving the agreement. 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31. and the 
Federal Telecommunica:ions Act of 1996. In accordance with 47 U.S.C 5 252(e)(2),  the 
Commission found that the agreement does not discriminate against a telecommun~cat~ons carner 
that is not a party to the agreement and the agreement is cons~stent with the public interest, 
convenience, and necessity. The Commission unanimously voted to approve the agreement with 
an effective date as of the date of this Order. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission approves the agreement effective as of the date of this 
Order. 

& Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this -3 day of May, 2000. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this 
document has been served today upon all parties of 
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service 
list. ~y facsimile or by first class mad, in properly 
addressed epvelopes, with charges prepaid thereon 

By: 

(OFFICIAL SEAL)  

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION. 
/7 




