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Public Utilities Commi~ion of the State of South Dakota 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF USTEL, INC.'S FAILURE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY THE GROSS ) OF HOW CAUSE HEARING 
RECEIPTS AX ) 

) TC99-15 

SDCL 49-1A-1 establishes t.he South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) Gross Receipts Tax Flnd. This flnd is financed by assessing a tax of .0015 
or $250, whichever is greater, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a utility 
from the company's customers within the state of South Dakota, and requires that all 
telecommunications companies submit on JlM'le 1, each year, a port of the amount of 
such gross receipts received during the preceding calendar year and pay the tax. A 
penalty of 10% of the tax is imposed for each month of delinquency. 

Despite reminder letters from the Commission on May 3 1999, and August 9, 1999, 
UStel, Inc. (UStel) has failed to file the required report and pay the gross receipts tax. 

Pl.nuant to SDCL 49-1A-6, the Commission may collect this debt by distress and 
sale of any personal property of the company within South Dakota. F'6ther, the 
Commission has the authority, under SDCL 49-31-3, to suspend or revoke the C8ftificate 
of cUhatty g,aced to the company, assess a civil fine against the company from $200 to 
$1 ,000 Lm8f" SOCL 49-31-38; proceed under SDCL 49-31-38.2 or 49-31-38.3 to stop the 
company from transacting any Mure business in South Dakota; or take any other 
enfon::ement actions against the company allowed by law. 

UStel shall appew on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 P M. (CSn in the Cactus 
Camal08 Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre. South Dakota, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the a>mpany for failure to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1 A. 
The heBliig is being held pwsuant to Commission's joosdic:tion over telecommunications 
<X>n1)8nies fol.rd at SOCL Chapas 1-26, 49-1 , 49-1A, and 49-31 , specifically, 49-1-11(4), 
49-1A-3, 49-1A-4, 49-1A-5, 49-1A-6, 49-31-3, and ARSD 20:10:01:45. 

The issue at the he8I i lg is whether the Commission shaft fine, °' suspend 0( revoke 
UStel's Certificate of Authority, assess a civil fine against the company, tnJ/or institute 
collection proceedings against UStel for fail&.n to pay gross receipts tax. 

The hearing shall be an adversary proceeding conducted pwsuant to SOCL 
Chapter 1-26. All parties have the right to be present and to be represented by an 
attomt,y. These rights and other due process r91tS shall be forfeited if not exercised at 
the hearing. If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and place set for the 
heaiig, the Final Decision will be based solefy on the testimony and evidence provided, 
if an,, dl.ring the · or a Final Decision may be issued by default ptnUant to SOCL 
1-~20. Alt« the hearing, the Commission will consider all evidence and testimony that 



was presented at the hearing. The Commission Wlll then enter Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions c:A Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of the hearing, 
the Commission shall determine whether to fine, or suspend or revoke UStel's Certificate 
of Authority, assess a civil fine against the company, and/or institute collection 
proceedings against UStel for failure to pay gross rec9ipts tax. The Commission's Final 
Decision may be appealed by the parties to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme 
Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED, that a show cause hearing in the matter of UStel shall be held on 
February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 P.M. (CST) (or as soon thereafter as the parties can be heard) 
in tt-.a Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota. And it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that, in the event UStel shall file an appropriate report and 
pay the delinquent gross receipts tax, including the 10% penalty for each month of 
delinquency, the hearing and actions mentioned herein shall not be held or taken, 
othefwise this order shall remain in effect. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Ad, this hearing is being held in a 
physically accessible location. Please contact the Public Utilities Convnission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hcus prior to the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 30th day of December, 1999. 

CStiFICATE ~ 111MCE 
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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of December 30, 1999 through January 5, 2000 

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight up,essed, « ·1ec:1 to you, please contad 
Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this fillng . 

Phone: 605-n3-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

CTOCM>01 In the Matter of the Complaint flied by Jeanette Moes, Watertown, South 
Dakota. against OLS, Inc. Regarding Switching Telecommunications 
Services Through Deceptive Tactics. 

The Complainant indicates ttvough a telephone call a man lead her to believe he was with U 
S WEST offering 10 cents per mioote long distance rates, 100 free minutes of long distance. 
and no monthly fees. The Complainant is requesting that the state laws on slamming be 
enforced, that she be compensated for her inconvenience, and all assessed fees be removed. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 12127 /99 
Date Filed: 01/03/00 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

CT00-002 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Dan Grider, Baltic, South Dakota. 
against Qwest Cornm&ncations, Inc. Regarding Unauthorized Switching of 
Services. 

On Oeoember 28, 1999, the Commission received a complaint from Dan Grider of Baltic. 
South Dakota. against Qwest regarding lnklthorized switching of sefVic:::es. The complainant 
aJlege: that his long distance provider was switched to Qwest without his authorization. 

Staff AnaJyst: Keith Senger 
Staff Attorney: Camren Hoseck 
Date Received: 12128/99 
Date Filed: 01,W,OO 
lnteNention Date: NIA 

CT00-003 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Elaine II. Ingalls, Watertown, South 
Dakota. against OLS, Inc. Regarding Switching Telecommunicatio 
Selvices Through Deceptive Tactics. 



The Complainant ciaims she received a telephone call from U S WEST indicating a change in 
her billing. As a result. her long distance service was switched from AT&T to OLS. She is 
requesting that aJI LS charges be removed from her billing. 

Staff Analyst: Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 12/28/99 
Dale Filed: 01J03IOO 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

CTOCMMM In the Mllllllr of the Complaint filed by Jeanne S ch, McCook Lake. South 
Dakota, against OLS. Inc. Regarding Promised Rates Which Were 
Asaeuecl. 

The Complainant aHeges that OLS promised a rate of 1 O cents per minute for all long distance 
calls, 100 free minutes of service, and no switching fees. When the Complainant received her 
bitting, she was not assessed the promised rates or terms. The Complainant is requesting 
that all charges paid to this company be removed. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 12/30l99 
Date Filed: 01J03IOO 
lnteMnion Deadline: NA 

CTOO-G05 In the ...... of the Complaint filed by William L Frost. Wldeftown, South 
Dakota, against 0LS. Inc. Regarding Switching TelecomnUlications 
Ser._ Through Deceptive Tactica. 

The ~ ii dc:111 I that his long distance service was switched through deceptive 
tactics. The~ reqi181tS 1hal the Conmission revoke the oompany's license, 
as1es1 fines, award~. and remove all chsges assessed by this company. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Dale Received: 12/30/99 
Date Filed: 01I03IOO 
intervention Deacline: NA 

CTOO-OOI In the MIIW of the Complaint filed by Eart and Pauline DeHoogh. Sioux 
F Soulh Dakota. against 0LS. Inc. Regarding Switching 
Tal1c1W1wnuniclllioiw Services Through Deceptive Tactics. 

The~ iroc• that thn>lql a deceptive telephone call, their long distance was 
switched to OLS. They se requesting that the Convnission assess a large fine. 
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The Complainant alleges that a repntWDtive claiming to be from U S WEST coructed her 
canmming recer1I legiltltian which would require changes on her billing. As a result m this 
COIUU ...... l hlr lllecamnu'lic:a wvice W81 switched to OlS. The Complainant asks 
lllt CaMiaion a1111 fines and penalties agai Ill OLS for this action. 

SIii · Leni Healy 
Sllllf Alomey. Karen en.me, 
0... Rec:Mad: 01I03IOO 
O..Filed: 01~ 
IIIIIMnion D11dline: NA 

TELECOIIIIUNICATIONS 

1'Clf.1a In ttae .... .., of ACS Tel Com Inc.._ F .... to .:M,lllllllK a Raport and Pay ttae 
Glw lleceipll Tu. 

AC S Tel Com ._. IIPJl 1 • on Febnay 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacti• Coufereuce 
Roam. Capilm ~ Pierr9, so. to show C8UN why action lhould not be taken 
agaillt .. c.a1ipe,,y far failln ID~ wilh SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

0esuY EX8CUtive DnCD. Sue Ck:has 
Staff Alomey. Camron He llck 
0... ()peMd: 12/3Qll8 
Heiring 0...: 02AXWO 

TCll-177 In ttae llllllr of Commlricadona. Inc.' Faikn to Submit a Repo.rt 
and Pay .. a,.,.. R8celpla Tu. 

Aa:Allel Comnuliclltianl, Inc. lhall llPll•• on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cact111 
Conferela Room. Stal Capilol Building, Pierre, SO, to show why action should not be 
tlluln against the ~'I for faiue to can1)ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Dapuly ElCIIQ alive Oir9dal. Sue Ck:has 
Slaff Altome)': Camron Ha11ck 
0.. Opened: 12/3CW9 
.... it,g Dae: avo:wo 

TClf.121 In ttae ll1Ulr of Affinity llarlcatil,g Sbategles LLC dlbla Flftllag Our 
Fubn'a F .... to Submit a Report and Pay the Grau R.Kelpea Tu. 

Nfuray ~ Str ... gill LLC dlbla Funding Ow Fuue shall appear on February 3, 2000, 
al 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacb • Conference Room. State~ Building, Pierre, SO, to show 
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cause why action should not be taken against the company for faillKe to comply with SDCL 
Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camren Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02/03IOO 

TC99-129 In the Mattw of AmerlTel Pay Phones, tnc.'s Failure to Submit a Report and 
Pay the Groa Receipts Tax. 

AmlnTet Pay Phones, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, a 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Confaanc:e Room, State capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be 

against the compeny for faiue to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

OeptAy Executive Director: Sue Ck:hos 
Staff Attorney: Cmnron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30/99 
lie• ing Dale: 02J<XWO 

TCN-130 In the llatlw of AIINE>rs F 
Recelpls Tu. 

to Submit a Raport and Pay the Grau 

AMNEX lhal appw on Februlfy 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.rn. in 118 Cao• Confll•a Roam, Sta 
Caplal Building, Pierre, SO, to lhow cause why action lhauld nat be laken agaillt the 
COft1Jal I)' far faikn to comply wilh SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

TCa-131 In the ..... of Ma Equity, Inc. clbla ...,,... .. ~Ille r:n"a F ..... ID 
Submit a R1patt and Pay tt. Glaa lllCeipla Ta. 

Alla Inc. dlbla P9fbm111a lel1com 1111111 ap,p •• on February 3, 2000, a 1 :30 p.m. in 
118 Cadl• ea .. a Roam. a.. Capitol Building. Pierre, so. 1o..,. c:aa why action 
lhould not be llllan ....... con.-,y for fail&n to cx.,q,ly will SOCl a._. t&1A. 

D11UY Executive Oi'ecD. Sue Cichol 
Slaff Abo,ley. Camran He 111:k 
o... ()palm 12J3ll/SS 
I I 11ri1g Dale: 02J03IOO 

TC91-132 In the 11 .... of Bulln11a OptiallS, Inc.'• F .... to Submit a Raport and Par 
tt. Grw Rllcelpa Tu. 
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Businela Optians, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus 
CouftNence Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be 
taken against the a,mpany for faikn to comply with SDCL Chapter <49-1A 

Deputy Ex8aJtive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Allomey. Camron Hosed( 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hw'•IQ Dau: 02J03100 

TCN-133 In the ...... of Call Plus lnc.'a Faikn to Submit a R8pcNt Md Pay the 
Groea Receipl8 Tu. 

CaH Ptua Inc. lhllll appe• on Fet,n,ary 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacti• Conference Room, 
Slaee capitol Building, Pierre, so. to show ca..-why action should not be taken agaillt the 
rm.,.nv for faikn to con.,ty with SOCl Chllpler 49-1A. 

Deputy EJCIIQAive Oiredol. SU. Cichoa 
Staff Allomey. Camron Ha11ck 
Dia ()pealed: 12/30t99 • •••18 0..: 02AXWO 

1C9t-1M In M1lllr of Colorado R1vw Commlric:ationa Corp. dlbla CRC Long 
Dletance-S F .... to Submit a Rapolt and Pay the Glosa Receipts Tu. 

Colorado Riwr Comnulicationa Corp. dlblll CRC Long Oiatal a 
2000, al 1:30 p.m. in the Cacti• Col••a Room, Sia Capitol 'king, Piemt., SD. IO 
lhow ca,ae why action lhcud not bl taken agairllt the COl,ipany for to coq,ly wilh 
SOCl Chllpler 49-1A. 

Deputy EJCIIQAive Direc:D. SU. Cichol 
Staff Allomey. Cm Ha11ck 
Dia Opel IJld: 12/30t99 
1t1•iagO..: 02nWQ 

TCll-131 In .. MI l1er of Eagle TIii COIi\ Inc. -S Falln ID Submit a Report and Pay 
llleGrwRac .... Ta. 

Eagle T1l1cam. Inc:. IIPlll• on February 3, 2000, al 1:30 p.m. in the Cacti• Conference 
Room. .... Cllpilol Building, Pien9, so. to thaw ca,ae why action should not be.., 
llglirllt .. ~ for fan ID comply will SDCl Chllpler 49-1A 

Deputy EJCIIQAive Oir9CD. Sue Cichoa 
Slaff Allomey. Cm Ha II ck 
Dia ()palled: 12/30l99 
H1• iig Dia: 02JO:WO 
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T<:99-136 In the Matter of Elias Ventures, Inc. d/b/a American Freeway100's Failure to 
Submit a Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Bias Venttxes, Inc. d/b/a American Freeway100 shall appear on Februaly 3, 2000, at 1 :30 
p.m. in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why 
action should not be taken against the company for faillft to C001)1y with SOCL Chapter 
49-1A 

Deputy ExeaJtive Director: Sue Cic::hos 
Staff Attorney: Camren Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12f30/99 
Hearing Date: 02I03IOO 

TC91-137 In the Matter of First Call USA, lncorporated's Failure to Submit a Report 
and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Fnt Call USA, Incorporated shall appe• on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Co11feleoce Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be 

against the company f°' failure to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camren Hoseck 
Date Opened: 1213()199 
Heal iog Date· 02J03IOO 

TCll-131 In the Matter of lntelicom International Cotpotatioll's Falln to Submit • 
Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tu. 

lntelicom lntemationaJ Corporation shall appew on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for faikn to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Deputy Exeadive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Altomey: Camren Hoseck 
Date Opel led: 12/30l99 
t lellril ag Date: 02J03IOO 

TCll-131 In the llattw of lnlemationlll Telcom L TD's Failure to Submit a Report and 
Pay the Groaa RM:eipts Tu. 

International T8'com LTD 1haU appe•oo February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Co11felence Room. State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be 
taken against the coq>any for faikn to con1)ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

~ ExeaJtive Dir8dor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hosed( 
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Date Opened: 12J30l99 
Hearing Date: 02I03IOO 

TClt-1.0 In the llattet' of Journey Telecom International, Inc. 's Failure to Submit a 
Report and Pay the Grau Recei Tax. 

Jou'ney Telecom International, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD. to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Deputy Executive Oitector: Sue Cic:hos 
Staff Attorney: CMVOn Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12J30l99 
Hearing Date: 02/03IOO 

TCll-141 In the Matter of London Telecom aka Strategic Alliances' F lure to Submit 
a Report and Pay the Grau Receipts Tax. 

London Telecom aka Strategic Alliances shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company fOf failure to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1 

Deputy Executive Oir8dor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Da1e: 02I03IOO 

Tet9-142 In Matter of llatrtx Telecom, lnc.'s Failure to Submit a Report and Pay 
the GroN A plS Tax. 

Matrix Telecom, Inc. shall appe• on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference 
Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be taken 
against the company for failtn to c:oq>ty with SDCL Chapter 49-1 

Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30/99 
HNring Date: 02J03IOO 

TCll-1'3 In the Matter of New Concept Communicati • LLC"s Failure to Submit a 
Report and Pay the Gron Receipts Tax. 

New Concept Cormulications, LLC shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Confetenc:e Room, State capitol Building, Pierre, SD. to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for failure to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 



Deputy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camren Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
I ta• t,g Date: ()2J03,U) 

Tetl-1.U In the Matier of Nova Telecom. Inc. dlbla 8.E.L EZ Pay"s Falkn to Submit a 
Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Nova Telecom, Inc. dtb'a B.E.L EZ Pay shall 8"Jlllr on Febnay 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pian&, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be taken agai III the oompany for faikn to coq,ty with SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy Executive Oireclol . Sue Cic:hos 
Slaff Anomey. Camron Hose ct< 
Dale ()pa•t 12/30l99 
111& ing Dale: 02m:wo 

TCll-145 In the....._ of NTI Tll1cam. Inc. 'a Falln llO SUllll'lllt a Report and Pay the 
Gross RK,lipts Tax. 

'J1t1 com, Inc. shall llJIJI 1• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacti as Conference 
Room, State Capitol Building, Pant, SO, to show cause why action should not be taken 
agail lit the campany for failure to c:on.,ty wlh SOCl Chllpler 49-1A 

Deputy Executive Dir9CD . Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Carm,n Houck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
ll11ring Dae: 02J03IOO 

TCll-141 In the M1aw of Pride Amarlca, Inc. 'a Falkn llO M alt a Rapo,t and Pay the 
Grac.s R8celpla Tax. 

Pride Amaica. Inc. lhd "'•• on February 3, 2000, al 1 :30 p.m. · ht Cacta11 Conference 
Room. Slalle Capilol BuikirV. Pierre, SO, to .._ cause why action lhould not be taken 
agaiat the comp111r, for failure to caniply with SOCl a.,ter 49-1A. 

TCll-1'7 In the M 111W of PrtmeCall, lnc.'a Falln to Submit a Raport and Pa, the 
GrwR...-Tax. 
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PrimeCall, Inc •hall on Fetfuary 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference 
Room, State Capitol Buildang, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be takon 
against the company fOf' faihn to coq,ty with SDCL Chapter 49-1 A. 

Deputy ExeaJtive Director: Sue CK:hos 
Staff Attcmey: Camron Hoeeck 
0.. Opened: 12/30t499 
Heiring Date: 02J03IOO 

TCll-18 In the MlllW of 1-IOO-R8coaex. Inc. tka Stating International Funding. Inc. 
dlbla ~ F .... IO Submit a Rapo,t and Pay the Grau~ 
Tu. 

1 ~ Inc. flea Sterling lnallmational FW'lding, Inc. d/bfa Rec:onax shall appear on 
February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in ttle cacti• Confetenc:e Room, S1ate Capitol Building, Pterre, 
SD, to w,w cause why action lhould not be tsken against the company for f ikn to comply 
wilh SOCl Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy e.amve Oir9CIDI . Cimos 
SW, AIIDmey: Carnra, Hall ck 
Dale Opell8d: 12/D98 
IIMliag Date: 02I03IOO 

TCll-1• In ... ,....., of T..._ Ccwpon1llon dlbla Network Service"• 
Falkn to •111 nit a Rlport and Pay the Grau Racelpta Tu. 

TelSave Corpclltion dbla llldlpaldllll NetwDrk Service shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 
1:30 P~nt. in Cam• Colllllm Room, Sta capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause 
why adian lhauld not be llllan agaillt the,.~ for failt.re to comply with SOCL Chapter 
49-1A. 

DesMy ExacutMt Oirectol . Sue Cichos 
Staff Attcmey: Camron Ha11ck 
0.. Opened: 12/30l99 
H• ing Date: 02I03K>O 

TCll-1IO In the Mlllter of Teltruat Comrnunlcations 
a Raport and Pay the Gross Recllpea Tu. 

Teltrull ~ Servicel, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, al 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cacti• Col•• a Room. Sim Capitol Building. Pierre, SD, show cause why action 
lhaUld not be taun agaillll tt1e rm.-,y for faikn to c:ompty with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Deputy ExacutMt OirecD: Sue Cichol 
Staff Altomey: Canwon HD 11ck 
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Date Opet led: 12/30,499 
t111•i11g Date: 02J03IOO 

TC8-151 In the Matter of U.S. Networt( Ser.ices. lnc.'s Failwe to Submit a Report and 
Pay the Gross Receipts Tu. 

U.S. Network Servic:es, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. · the Cactus 
Caarance Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be 
.._, against the company for faillft to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

~ E>cecutive Onc:tor: Sue Cichos 
S1aff Allorney. Camron Hoseck 
Om Op8118d: 12/30l99 
.... ilg Date: 02J03IOO 

TCll-152 In the • ...., of USA T• Corp.'a Flllkn to Submit a Report and Pay the 
Grau RaceirA:a Tax. 

USA Tele Corp. shall QRl a• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacti ,a COi lfera a 
Room. State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action not be taken 
agai Ill the company for faik.n to ccq,ty with SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

OeluY E>cecutive Oir8ctor: Sue Cichos 
Slaff Allorney. C8mron Hoseck °* Opened: 12/30l99 
.... i IQ Date: 02J03IOO 

In the Matter of USlal~ lnc.'s Faikn to Submit a Report and Pay the Grou 
Raceipls Tu. 

USIII, shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cac:1111 Comnuce Room, 
Stale capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to lhcw cause why action should not be taken agai Ill the 
COiii~ for faikn to comply wlh SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy ElceaAive Director: Sue Cic:hos 
Slaff Allorney. C8mron Hall ck 
0... Opened: 12/30l99 
lla•i IQ Dale: 02J03IOO 

lQtl.114 In the Mattar of W11tem Tele-Communicali lnc.lRetllil &Illes Group 
dlWa People Link by TCl's F ..... to Submit a Report and Pay the Glw 
~Tu. 

W1"8m Tele-Corrmlri:at, lnc.JRelail Sales Group d/b/a People Link by TCI 1t181 appear 
on rebruary 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cada• Conference Room. State Capitol Building. 

It 



Pierre, so. to st,ow Clllll8 why action should not be taken against the ~ for faikn to 
coq,ly with SDCL Chapter 49-1A 

Deputy Executive OirectOf. Sue Cichos 
Staff Altomey: Camron Hoseck 
0.. Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02I03IOO 

TC00-001 In the ......, of the Applclllion of ezTII Network Services, LLC for a 
Cettlftclll8 of Aulhortty to Ptowlde TllecornmLricatl Services In South 
Dakota. 

ezTel Network SeMcea, LLC • Certifiaa of Authority to provide resold intrastate 
n11axcta,ge tel1 ccmmunic:ations WYic:el in Scut'I Dakota. ezTet intends to offer 1 + and 
101XXXX dired OUlbcuid ing toll-free inbculd dialing, travet card and directo,y 
.,aaW4'icel. 

Staff Anatytt: K8ith Senger 
Staff Allamey: Camron Ho1ack 
0.. Filed: 01AXWO 
~ Deadline; 01/21100 

Y•-, ._ ...... ..a oa. PUC pulllclllllan:1 WI oswllb•• orvtll lnleffNll ...a. 
Y•-,••1crlleor-•ll1c,..• .. PUC ..... 1ata1111ap:awww~ 
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Gross aeceiPU Tas SIIOW eaase s ...., 

TC9')-126· ACS TdCom Inc. 

TC9')-121 - AffrriJ.Y Mll1'din& su1llqics U..C dfo/a Fuadin& our f UIUl'C 

DO NOT lEVOKE: T<:99-129 • Amcn°Td Pay f'IOICS. lnc. 

Tc:99-130 • AMNfX 
'fC99-l3 l - Adas Eqlily. ls. W• PafCJhDIOCC Tcll,calD 

DO NOT REVOICE: TC99-l 32 -~ as--. me. 

TC99-133 - Call P1uS Inc. 
tC99- 3' • (Alloralo-Cm M _ o,q,. 41t,1aCllC Laoe _., 

'fC99-I 3S - £ck f cll,calD. Inc. 

TC99-ll6 • Sill Vo,mflfS. lac. Wa ~ frc,cwaylOO 

'fC99-IJ7 • f'"fll Call USA. IDWlpoillCld 

~Ill- .... -----CorpUl-
~139- ..__....aT_.LTD 
,0,..140 • )allrDq' f ck,caa .. I ;;.,wl S. 

DO NOT a£V0KE: TC99-l4l - LaadaD Tclf:lcCla ab SU-. AlliaoCCI 

DOlKJT aEV0K£: TC99-142 • ~ T~ s. 
.• ,-.uc 

'JC99-l44 • Nova Tc:lc()alll. lat. W& 8..E.L f2. Ply 

TC9')-l4S - N11 Tdcc:,OID,. s. 

TC99-146 • Pride Amaica. lac. 

~ ' ~ ~ -
I. • • 



TC99-149 - TclSave Corporation d/b/a badc1.-;:ncb,l ~ Sc:mcc 

00 NOT REVOKE: TC99-IS0 • Tcbrusl Coa,municatioos Scrviccs, lnc. 

TC99- l SI • U.S. Network Sc:rviccs. lnc. 

TC99-IS2-USA TdeCorp. 

TC99-lS3- UStd. lnc. 

TC99-lS4 - Wcstan T~ lncJRdail Sales Group d/b/a People Link by TCl 

GllTYDEAD.WPD 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF USTEL, INC.'S FAILURE ) 
TO SUBMIT A REPORT AND PAY THE GROSS ) 
RECEIPTS TAX ) 

) 
) 
) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND FINAL ORDER; NOTICE 
OF ENTRY OF FINAL 

ORDER 
TCll-153 

On December 30, 1999, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued an Order fo! 
and Notice of Show cause I leaiig against UStet, Inc. (UStet) for failure to submit an annual report 
and p-, the gross receipts tax. The hearing was hetd as scheduled on Febf'ualy 3. 2000, in the 
Cot1111issio11's Cotdel•a Room. State Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota. The reason for the 
heaiig was to give UStel an opportunity to show cause why the Commission should not revoke its 
~ of Aulhcriy, or oltw specified actions, for failure to pay the gross receipts tax as required 
by SOCL 49-1A-3. Commissionef's Burg, Nelson, and Schoenfelder were present Also present 
were C.mron Hoseck, Commission Staff Attorney, and Sue Cichos, Business Manager for the 
Con11ission. No repntW1tative of UStel appeared at the hearing. After hearing the testimony, the 
Cot111 issior, Wied WllniT10USly to nNdte USters Certificate of Authority for fat to pay the gross 
receipts tax. 

The Conmission, having heard the testitno,,y presented at the hearing, makes the following 
Findings of Fact and Condusions of Law: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. USlel is • telec:ommunicatis company holding a Certificate of Authority, issued by this 
Commission, to provide·~ S8fVic:es in South 

2. SUe Cichos, Business Manager for the Commission, testified that UStel never paid the gross 
receipts tax due Jooe 1, 1999, as required by SOCL 49-1A--3. 

3. A ~ of the Order for and Notice of Show C.US. Hearing WU sent by c::ertified mail to UStel. 

4. No repi 111 lllliwe of UStal appeared at the hearing to show cause why the Commission should 
not revau its Certificate of Aulhority. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Cotmission has jwttddion overttis rnaller ~ to SOCl Chaplen 1-26, 49-1A, 49-31, 
spec:ific:aly 49-1A-3, 49-1A-4, 49-1A-5, 49-1A-6, and 49-31-3. 

2 . Pursuant to SOCL 49-1A-3, the Commission assesses a tax of .0015 or $250, wtlictle.w is .,...,., on,. annum ilbmtale gross receips 19CliYed by• telecommullications company from the 
comral(s aalcJrlw'S wilhin the stale of South Dakota. Pursuant to SOCL 49-1A-5, the tax is due 
on June first of each year. 

3. Us.I has failed to p-, the gross receipts tax. 



4. The Commission has the authority, under SOCL 49-31-3, to suspend or revoke a Ceruficate of 
~ granted to a company for a willful violation of the laws of this state. Based on the failure 
of UStel to pay the gross reoeipts tax in violation of SOCL 49-1A-5. the Commission revokes USters 
Certificate of Authority. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is thetefore 

ORDERED, that the Certificate of Authority granted to UStet by this Commission ls hereby 
flNOked and shal be reb.med to the Commission within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order. 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duty entered on the ;qftday of February, 
2000. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept delivery of the decision by the parties. 

ed at Pierre, South Dakota, this~ day of February, 2000. 

cat,.ICATI! OF SERVICE 

OFFICIAL SEAL 

2 


