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IN THE 11A TIER OF AFFINITY 
MARKETING STRATEGIES LLC DIBIA 
FUNDING OUR FUTURFS FAILURE TO 
SUBIIIT A REPORT AND PAY THE 
GROSS RECEIPTS TAX 

Public Utilities Co~ion or the State or South Dakota 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES C ISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF AFFINITY MARKETING ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
STRATEGIES LLC DIBIA FUNDING OUR ) OF SHOW CAUSE HEARING 
FUTURE'S FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT ) 
AND PAY THE GROSS RECEIPTS TAX ) TC99-128 

SDCL 49-1 A-1 establishes the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
(Ccmnission) Gross Receipts Tax Flrd. This Uld is wa iced by assessing a tax of . 0015 
or $2.50, whichever is greater, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a utility 
from the company's customers within the state of South Dakota, and requires that all 
telecommunications companies submit on June 1, each year, a report of the amount of 
such gross receipts received during the preceding calendar yeM and pay the tax. A 
penalty of 10% of the tax is imposed for each month of delinquency. 

Despite reminder letters from the Commission on May 3, 1999, and August 9, 1999, 
Affinity Marketing Strategies LLC d/b/a Funding our Future (Affinity} has failed to file the 
required report and pay the gross receipts tax. 

Fvsuant to SDCL 49-1A-6, the Coomission may collect this debt by distress and 
sale of any personal property of the company within South Dakota. Further, the 
Cot,11.issio'l has the authority, under SDCL 49-31 -3, to suspend or revoke the certificate 
d aAhority ~ to the company; assess a civil fine against the company from $200 to 
$1 ,000 l.fldef" SOCl 49-31-38: proceed under SOCL 49-31-382 or 49-31-38.3 to stop the 
company from transacting any future business in South Dakota; or take any other 
enforcement actions against the company allowed by law. 

Affinity shall appear on February 3, 2000. at 1:30 P.M. (CST) in the Cactus 
Cot lfaa ice Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, Scuh Oakcta. to show cause why action 
should not be taki against the company for failure to comply with SDCL Chapter 49-1A 
The heilliag is being held pc.nuant to Coomission's jurisdiction over telecommunications 
00111pa11ies fot.nd at SDCL Chapters 1-26. 49-1 , 49-1A. aid 49-31 , spec:ificalty, 49-1-11(4), 
49-1A-3, 49-1A-4, 49-1A-5, 49-1A-6, 49-31-3, and ARSD 20:10:01 :45. 

The issue at the hearing is v.tlethef' the Commission shall fine, or suspend or revoke 
Affinity's Certiftcate of Authority, assess a civil fine against the company, and/or institute 
collection proceedings against Affinity for failure to pay gross receipts tax. 

The hearing shall be an adversary proceeding conducted pursuant to DCL 
Chapter 1-26. All parties ave the right to be present and to be represented by an 
attorney. These rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited if not exercised at 
the hea. ing. If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and place set for the 
heaiag, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and evidence provided, 
if Bn/. cuing the hearing or a Final Decision may be issued by default pursuant to SDCL 



1-26-20. After the hearing, the Commission will consider all evi nee and testimony that 
was presented at the hearing. The Commission will then enter Findings of Fact, 
Conclusions c:A Law, aid a Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of the hearing, 
the Commission shall determine whether to fine, or suspend or revoke Affinity's Certificate 
of Authority, assess a civil fine against the company, and/or instiMe collection 
prooeedil igs against Affinity for failure to pay gross receipts tax. The Commission's Final 
Decision may be appealed by the parties to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme 
Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED. that a show cause hearing in the matter of Affinity shall be held on 
February 3, 2000, at 1:30 P.M. (CST) (or as soon thereafter as the parties can be heard) 
in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, South Dakota. And it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that, in the event Affinity shall file an appropriate report and 
pay the delinquent gross receipts tax, including the 10% penalty for each month of 
delinquency, the hearing and actions mentioned herein shall not be held or taken, 
otherwise this order shall remain in effect. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Ad., this hearing is being held in a 
physically accessible location. Please contact the Public Utilities Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 holn prior to the heal it ig ff you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this 30th day of December, 1999. 
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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of December 30, 1999 through January 5, 2000 

If you need a complete copy of • fifing faxed, ovemighl expntSSed, or mailed to you, please contad 
Delaine Kolbo wilhin five business days of this filing . 

Phone: 605-773-3705 Fa: 605-773-3809 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

CJ00.001 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Jeanette Moes. W-.town. South 
Dakota. against Ol.S, Inc. Regarding Tel1C011a11iritations 
SeMces T1waugh Deceptive Tactics. 

The Compainant indicates hough a telephol ae call a man lead her to believe he was with U 
S WEST offering 10 cents per minute long distal a rates, 100 free mirues d long distance, 
and no monthly fees. The Complainant is requesting that the state laws on stamruing be 
enforced. that she be compensated for her inconvenience, and all assessed fees be remo.-ed. 

S1aff Analyst Lani Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Dale Received: 12/27199 
Date Filed: 01Al3IOO 
I eMnion Deadline: NA 

CJOO.G02 In the ........ of the Complaint filed br Dan Grider, Baltlc, Soulh Dale­
.... Qwest Communications. Inc. Regarding Unauthortzad Swildling cl 
Semces. 

On Decembm 28, 1999, the Commission received a~ from Dan Grider d Baltic, 
Swh Dakda, against Qwest regardil lg unuhorizad swilching d wvices. The CXJf1'1)lainn 
alleaas that his long distance provider was switched to Qwest wilhout his aAhoi ization. 

Staff Analyst Keith Senger 
Staff Attamay. Camren Hoseck 
Dale Received: 12/28199 
Date Filed: 01JtXWO 
lnleM!nion Dale: NIA 

CT00-003 In the Malter of the Complaint fled by Baine II. Ingalls, W*'1Dwn, South 
Dakota. agailast OLS. Inc. Regarding Switching TeleCOffllnunicalioas 
Services T1waugh Deceptive Tactics. 



The Complainant claims she received a telephone call from U S WEST indicating a change in 
her billing. As a result, her long distance service was switched from AT&T to OLS. She is 
requesting that aJI OLS charges be removed from her billing. 

Staff Analyst Leni Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Received: 12128199 
Date Filed: 01 IOOIOO 
Intervention Deadline: NA 

CTIN>-004 In the Matter of the Complaint filed by Jean Stich, McCook Lake, South 
Dakota, against OlS, Inc. Regarding Promised Rates Which Were Not 
A.uNMd. 

The Complainant alleges that OLS promised a rate of 10 cents per minute for all long distance 
calls, 100 free minutes of service, and no switching fees. When the Complainant received her 
billing, she was not assessed the promised rates or terms. The Complainant is requesting 
that all charges paid to this CXXl1*lY be removed. 

Staff Analyst Lem Healy 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Recaived: 12/30l99 
Dale Filed: 01I03IOO 
lrurwntion Oeacline: NA 

CT00-006 In the ....._ of the Complaint filed by William L Frost, Watertown. South 
Dakota, agaillSt OlS, Inc. Regarding S tching Telecommunications 
Services Through Deceptift Tactics. 

The Complainant indicates that his long distance service was switched through deceptive 
tactics. The Complainant requests that the Commission revoke the company's license, 
assess fines, award compensation, and remove aU charges assessed by this company. 

Staff Analyst Lani Healy 
Slaff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Recei¥ed: 12/30l99 
Dale F-.Jed: 01 I03IOO 
lnleMnian Oa1cline: NA 

CTOCMMII In the • ..._ of the Complaint filed bJ Earl and Pauline DeHoogh, Sioux 
Fals. Soulh Dallca. llglilllat OLS. Inc. Regarding Swildliflg 
t'll1cG1mlllllicllliD1• Services Through Deceptive Tactics. 

The Complainans ii die rn e that ttwa.q, a decepwe telephone can. their long distaice was 
switched to Ol.S. They an requesting that the Commission assess a large fine. 
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Slaff Anayst: leni Healy 
Slaff Marney. Karan Ctamar 
DIie Rllcaiwed: 12/30l99 
Dale Filed: 01mm 
II• ventiOI, Dar dfr • : NA 

C11NMI07 In... of the Complaint filed by Robert Jr., llllrtin, South 
Da,aQ,, apillllt AT&T Comlnunlclltion of the llictnat, Inc. Regarding 
Pl'omiud Ras Which w.. Not Assessed. 

On Oecamba 30, 1999. the Conmission receiYed a complainl from Robatt Fogg, Jr. of Martin, 
Scdl Oa1cota. agaiast AT&T regardil ag deceptive business practices and advertising. The 
caqui..- alleges that he was offered 7 cents per minute for all long dallal IC8 i mrstale 
ca1s cuing the ton of 7 AM to 7 PM Monday through Friday, and 5 canls per mirue for the 
balal08 d the week. In addition. he was offered 120 free nwues each rnonlh for the next six 
manlhs The CDft1)1aina~ uther alleges that once AT&T became aware that he lives in Soulh 
Oalda, the allar was wilhdlawn. Mr. Fogg is requesting a full refl.nf of all dages in excess 
d ht 7 c:aa per minule, the rates that he was offered. 120 free minutes d i llef'stal8 long 
diltllnce far 6 moulw, and a fine imposed against AT&T in the 8fflOlft d $10,000lday. 

Staff Analyst It,._ Fomey 
SI.« AUomey. Camron Hoseck 
Dal Received: 12/30/99 
DIie Filed: 01ml99 
..-,-,11wnn Dale: NIA 

The~ alleges that a salesperson offered a rats of 7.9 cera per mirue for 
i•ltale calls and 14.9 cents per mirue for irm_.. calls. VW... quutiDiled the 
sllrrpenan verified the rale and stated there would be no Olher' ct.gas. The first two 
fflDIIIII the rales were trmed, but the ltt,seql.n monlhl were billed at a ~ rate. The 
ooq..lainart was told hly W8l'8 being billed thole rates per call I.flit and a cal unit was not 
~ ID a mirue. Complainant entered an~ mlliager1 on a per mirue rata 
and not a call ri rate. The Complainant ii requesting restitution for the amDUN they were 
billed OWi and the agaeed upon rate of 7.9 caru per mirue and 14.9 can1s per min.tte 
far i•sta8 and nraltale calls respectively. They are also raquutiag 1h11 NOS 
COffl'IU'licati be reqund to infonn their plcepediw aJStomers verbally and in writing of 
their biling melhod IO a not to mislead flue a,stomers. 

Staff Analyst Midlele Farris 
Staff AUomey. Camron Hoseck 
Dal Recaived: 12/30l99 
Dala Flied: 01mG> 
lnleNentian Deadline: NA 
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The Complainant alleges 1h11 a representmMt dllimilag to be from US WEST cxn.acted her 
c:oncamil ag rec:,an legislation which would require dB ages on her billing. As a result d this 
conversation her 1111 ca111ulications wvice was switched to OLS. The ComplaiNn asks 
1h11 the Conmission •II II fines and pa alties agai ast 0LS for this action. 

Slaff Analyst leni Healy 
Staff Attomey. Kann Clwnlr' 
Olm Received: 01«J30> 
Dale Flied: 01~ 
••vt11m1011 Jif•: NA 

TEI.ECOIIIIUNICTIONS 

TCll-121 In Iba N r Ille of ACS Tel Colll Inc.. .. F.._ to Submit a Report and Pay the 
Groea RIK .... Ta. 

AC S Tel Com Inc. IIPJl •• on Febnay 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference 
Room. Stale Capillol Building. Pierre, SO. ID ..,_ cause why action should not be taken 
against the campeny for,_.. to coq,ly wilh SOCl 0.,.. 49-1A 

Deputy ElC8CUtive Oilecb . Sue Cic:hos 
Staff Attorney. Camron HCI I Id< 
Date Opened: 12/30t499 
H• iag Date: 02JO:WO 

TCN-1%7 In the 11..._ of Acal11I Communications, lnc.'s Failure to Submit a Report 
and Pay the Groa HK._ Ta. 

Amal Cormu1ic:ations, Inc. shall app1•on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus 
eonr.ence Room, State C&pilol Building. Piemt, so. to show cause why action should not be 
talcarl against the company for faikn ID coq,ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Oepwy Exac:utiYe Oir8ctor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camor, Hoseck 
0.. Opened: 1213CW9 
H1•i1g Date: 02J03IOO 

In the lllllllr of Affinity Marbling Staategies LLC dlb/a Fwdng Our 
Fubn .. Falln to Submit a Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Affnjy Marketiiag Sb•gi11 LLC dlb/a Fooding OU' Future shall appear on February 3, 2000, 
at 1:30 p.m. ~ the Cac:b• CorleNl.ce Room. Stale Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show 



cause why action should not be taken against the company tor faiue to comply with SOCL 
Chllpler 49-1A. 

DeJuy Executive Oir8ctor: Sue Cic:hos 
Staff Al.tDrrray- Camron Hoseck 
Dae Opened: 1213(W9 

lle•irag Date: OUJ3IOO 

TCl9-121 In the Manar of AmertTel Pay Phones. Inc. •s Failure to Submit a Raport and 
Pay the Gross Receipts Tu. 

AmenTel Pay Phoues, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Confel•a Room. Sl8l8 Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show why action should not be 
talClln agaillt the OOff1J8l'IY for faik.n to comply wilh SOCL Chapa 49-1A 

Deputy Executive Diredor. Sue Cic:hos 
Staff Allomey: Camron Hosack 
Olla ()p8118Cl 12/30l99 
• •••irag : 02AXWO 

TCll-130 In the Ml lllt of AIINEX"s F ..... to Submit a Rlllport and Pay the Groaa 
R.eceipta Ta. 

AIINEX ftlll app won Febnay 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in l'8 CD• COl..,.a Rocm, Sia 
Clpillol Building, Piena, SO, to show cause why action lhcud not be lak8n agairast the 
COft1*IY for faiue to COft1)ly wilh SOCl 0...- 49-1A. 

Deputy Executive Directm. Sue Cict10S 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hoseck 
0.. Opened: 12/30t99 
•••• irag Dale: 02AXWO 

l'Clt-131 In the • ...., of Atlas Equity, Inc. clft:lla P«fon111111ce T1l1 cata F .... to 
Submit a Rlport and Pay the Gross Raceif* Ta. 

Alias Equity Inc. dlbla Performal a Tel1 com shall appw on Febnay 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in 
the Cacti• Confela a Room, Stale Capitol Building, Piena, SD, to lhow c:aae why action 
should not be taken agai 11t the company for failln to campy wilh SOCl Chllpler 49-1A. 

~ Executive Oirecb. Sue CidlOS 
Stlllf .Allomey. Camron He 11 ck 
Olla Opel led: 12/30l99 
111• i lg Date: 02AXWO 

TCll-132 In the M Uw of au.n.s. Optiol-.1nc.•a F ..... to Submit a Rllpart and Par 
the Groaa Raceipta Tu. 
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Business Optiocas, Inc. lhall aJ)fJe• on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cacb,s 
Confenla Room. State Capitol Bwding, Pierre, SD, to show ca,se why action should not be 
taken agai ISt the company for faikn to CXX11)ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

~ Executive Oir8dof . Sue Cic::hos 
Staff Attamey. Camron Hos• ck 
0.. Opened: 12/3Ql99 
.... i IQ Date: 02J03IOO 

TCll-133 In the Matter of Call Plus Inc. •a Failure to Submit a Report and Pay the 
Gross RKllipts Tax. 

Cal Plus .-.C. shall 11PJ1 •• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cadl IS COi lfaance Room, 
Stale Capitol Building. Pierre, SD, to lhow cause why action should net be taken against the 
company for faiue lo CDft1)ly wilh SOCl Ctllll*N 49-1A 

TCll-134 In tt. Mrn. of Colonldo Rlwr Cmnmunlcllliona Corp. dlbfa CRC Long 
Dlsta1e:e .. Falure ID.._. a Allport and Pay the Grau Receipts Ta. 

Colorado River' Cornnu1ic:ation Corp. «*a CRC La,g Omala •••on February 3, 
2000, al 1:30 p.m. in l,e Cada• COl••a Roam. S.... Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, ID 
lhow e&a why action should net be taken agaillt 118 CCI, .. ., for faiue to~ wilh 
SDCl Ct,aptel 49-1A. 

~ Executive OiredDI. Sue Cic:hos 
Staff AIIDmey: C.110,, Holec:k 
Dale Opel 18d: 12/30l99 
Ill lrilg 0...: 02AXWO 

TCll-131 In the II U. of Eagle T1l1com. lnc.'a F .... tD Sulxnlt a Report and Pay 
theGlwRac .... Ta. 

Eagle T1l1 cam. Inc. apsi •• on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacla as COi •• iC& 
RDrm, S.... Capitol Building. Pierre. SO, ID shcJW cause why action should not be taken 
agaillllt l,e company for failLn to aJft1)ly will SDCl Q,asa 49-1A. 

Dlp&Ay Executive DilDli. Sue Cichos 
Staff Abomey. C.110., Ha11 ck 
0... Opened: 121JOt499 
•••• iiag 0...: 02AXWO 
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TCft.136 the ......,. of Bias Ventures. Inc. d/b/a American F,..way100"s Failure to 
Submit a ~ and Pay the Gross Receipts Tu. 

Elias VantLM'es, Inc. d/b/a American FreewaytOO shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 
p.m. in the Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why 
action should not be taken against the company for faill.n to comply with SDCL Chapter 
49-1A 

OeplAy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
H1•it1gDate: ~ 

In the ....... of First Call USA, lncorpCMatecra nihn tD Submit• Report 
and Pay the Gfosa RKelpD Ta. 

First Call USA. lncorpol ated shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cacti as 
Conference Room, Stale Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be 
tak8n against the company for faiue to comply with SOCL Chllplar G-1A. 

Depq Executive Oir9c:tor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hosed< 
Daa Opened: 12/30/99 
•••• iri,g Date: ouxwo 

Tel9-138 In the Maa.. ol lntelicom lntematlonal Coq,o.llliods F .... to Submit a 
Raport and Pay the Grosa RKeipta Tu. 

lntelicant lnlemational Corporation shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cacti IS Conferance Room, State Capiol 8uilding, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action 
should not be tak8n agai Ill the company for failure to comply wilh SOCl Chllplar 49-1A 

°'1UY E>eec:utive Oiec:b . Sue Cichos 
Sllff Attorney. Camron Hosack 
DIii Opel led: 12130199 
I IN"i'IQ Date: 02A>30l 

TCll-131 In the Mattar ol lntemdonlll Telcom LTD'a Falin to Submit a Report and 
the Gfoa Rec:elpls Tu. 

llllemational Telcom LTD shall appear on February 3, 2000, Ill 1:30 p.m. in 118 Cactus 
Confaence Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be 
taken agai ast the c:on.,any for faikn to comply with SDCL Chaplll 49-1A 

Deputy Executive Diredol . Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
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Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02Al3IOO 

TCll-140 In the II.a• of Journey Telecom lntamational, Inc. 's Failure to Submit • 
Rec,ort and Pay the Gross Receipts Ta. 

Journey Telecom lnlamational, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cactus Conference Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action 
should not be taken agai ast the company for faikn to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

TCll-141 In the II.a. of London TeleCCNn aka Stndeak: Alliances' Fail1n to Submit 
a Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Ta. 

Landon T1l1cam aka Strategic Alliances shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cada• Ca lferance Room, State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for fail\n to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy &aaAMt Dnctor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camon Hoseck 
Dale Opened: 12/30l99 
• ..... lg Date: 02J03IOO 

TCll-142 In the llallar of llalrlx Telecom. lnc..'s Fllikn to Submit a Report and Pay 
the an.a Receipts Ta. 

Mlllrix li1l1can, Inc. shall IIPJl98f' on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference 
Room. Slate Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be taken 
agai • the company for faikn to compty with SOCl Chapter 49-1A. 

Deputy Exac:utive Director: Sue Cic:hos 
Staff AIIDrney. Camron Hoseck 
0.. Opened: 12/30l99 
.... ilg Date: 02I03IOO 

TCll-143 In the llattar of New Concept Comnulications. LLC-s Failure to Submit a 
Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Ta. 

New Concept Comm.ncations, LLC shall SR) aar on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the 
Cada• Ccnaa a Room. Stale Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action 
should not be taken against the company for faikn ID cornpty with SOCL Chapell 49-1A. 

• 



~ Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30/99 
Hea i lg Date: 02A)3I()() 

TCll-14' In the Matter of Nova Telecom. • dlbla 8.E.L EZ Pay's Failure to Submit a 
Report and Pay the Gross Receipts Tax. 

Nova Telecom, Inc. d/b/a B.E.L EZ Pay shall appear on F , 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in ,-
Cacti• Conferer ice Room, State Capitol Building. Pierre, SO. to cause why action 
should not be taken against the conipa ay for faikn to campy with SOCL Ctmpea 49-1A 

~ ElC8CI ltive Oiredor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hosed( 

Date Opened: 12/30/99 
lla•itag Date: 02nwo 

TCll-145 In the llatter of NTI Tal1com, lnc.1s Failure to Submit a Raport and Pay the 
Gross Recelpta Tu. 

NTI Tela com, Inc. shall 8AJa• on February 3, 2000, at :30 p.m. in the cacti• Confe1aice 
Room, Sta capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why · should not be taken 
agai ISt the con.,.ay for faikn to comply wih SOCl 0.- 49-1A 

In the Maa.r of Pltde America. Inc.'• F .... to Submit a Alpalt and Pay the 
Gron Recelpta Tax. 

Pride Amlrica, Inc. lhall llPll a• on February 3, 2000. • 1 :30 p.m. in .. Ca• Cornrence 
Room. Sia Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show ca11e whJ action should not be taken 
agaillt ,- con.-,y for faikn to comply wih SDCl Chllpa 49-1A. 

Dllul ElaacuiYe Director: Sue Cichos 
Slaff Anomey. camron Hosed< 
Dale Opened: 12/30/99 
H1a1 itag 0..: 02J03IOO 

TCle-147 In the llatlar of PrtmeCall, lnc.'s Failln to Submit a Rapolt and Pay the 
Gross Receipts Tu. 
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PrimeCaU, Inc shall appe• on Febnay 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in Confeta a 
Room, Stale Capitol Building, Pierre, SD, to show cause why action should not be taken 
against the ccmpar r, for failure to con1)ly with SOCL Chapter 49-1 A. 

Deputy . ' Oir8dm. Sue Cichos 
Slaff Attorney. Camron Hcsedc 
o.. Opllm 12/3CW9 
' ••• ing 0.: 02'°30> 

Tel9-141 In the Mia.. of 1-IDO-RKo.aez. Inc. lb a.•111 lntemationlll F .. lding. Inc. 
dlbla Alc:aneJ(s F.._ tD Submit a Alport and Pay the Gron Racapa 
T-. 

1-800-Reconex. Inc. fka Sta1illg II ltematial 181 funding Recor MIX shall ~ 1• on 
February 3, 2000, al 1:30 p.m. in the CadllS COllfel•IC8 Room, Stale Capitol Pierre, 
SD. ID show cause why action lhoukt not be taken . the cxxnpany for faiue to comply 
wlh SDCl Chllpter 41A. 

TCl9-1e In the Maa. of TelSawe Ccwpoalllkwl d/bl. Independent Network Service's 
F.._ tD Submit a Alport and Pay the Gron Receipts Tax. 

TelSave Corpalltion dlbla lndeperldll II Networ1t Service shall appear- on February 3, 2000, at 
1:30 p.m. in the Cacb• Confel•a Room. e Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause 
why action lhould not be taken against the CD11*1Y for faik.n to cxxnply with SOCL Chapter 
49-1A. 

DepAy EJCl8CUtiwt Direaol. Sue Cichos 
8"'f Attorney. camron Hele I ck 
0.. Opened: 12/30l99 
....... lg Data: 02mQ) 

TC99-1IO In the Mraw of Teftrust Comm&rications SeMces, Inc.'• Failure to Submit 
a Raport and Pay the Groa Receipts Tax. 

Telrult Comnulications SeMoes. Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Cacti• COi ••a Room. Stale Capitol Building. Pierre, so. to show ca,se why action 
lhauld not be taken against the company for faik.n to comply with SOCL Chaptel ~9-1A 

Oeputy Executive Oirador: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
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Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Haai ing Date: 02J03'00 

TCll-151 In the Matter of U.S. Network Services, lnc.'s Failure to Submit a Report and 
Pay the Gron Receipts Tu. 

U.S. Network Services, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus 
Confa•a Room, State Capitol Bulding, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be 
taken against the c:ompeny for faih.n to ~ with SOCL Chapter 49-1 

0esuY Executive Director: Sue CidlOS 
Staff Atlomey: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Hearing Date: 02J03,400 

TC99-152 In the Matter of USA Tete Corp.'s F lure to Su 
Gross Receipts Tax. 

USA Tele Corp. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1:30 p.m. in the Cadl,s Conference 
Room, State capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action lhol.lld not be taken 
against company for failure to compty with SDCL Chapter 49-1A. 

0esuY Exec:utive Oiredor: Sue Cichos 
Staff Atlomey: Canvon Hoseck 
Dae Opened: 12/30l99 
f le• i ag Date: 02AXWO 

TC99-153 In the 11...., of UStel, lnc.'s Failure to Submit Report and Pay the Gron 
Receipts Tax. 

UStel, Inc. shall appear on February 3, 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference Room, 
State Capitol Building, Pierre, SO, to show cause why action should not be taken inst the 
company for faillft to comply with SOCL Chapter 49-1A 

Oep&ly Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Attorney: Camron Hoseck 
Date Opened: 12/30l99 
Haar',ng Date: 02AXWO 

TCll-154 In the llattar of Western Tele-Communications lncJRatall Sales Group 
dlbla People Unk by TCl's Falkn to Submit a Report and Pay the Gross 
Receipts Tax. 

VJestem Tele-Communications, lnc.lRetail Sales Group d/b/a People Link by TCI shall appear 
on February 3. 2000, at 1 :30 p.m. in the Cactus Conference Room, Sta Capitol Building, 
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Pierre, • to show cause why action should not be taken against the c:cmpany for faillft to 
comply with SDCL Chapter •9-1 A 

OeplAy Executive Director: Sue Cichos 
Staff Atlomey: Camren Hoseck 
Dale Op8I Nld: 12/30l99 
I la• ing Da: 02I03IOO 

TCOCMI01 In the 11.u.r of the Application of ezTel Network Services. LLC for a 
Certific:ale of Authority to Provide Telecommunications SeMces In South 
Dakota. 

ezTel Network Services, LLC seeks a Certifteate d Authority to provide resold intrastate 
i•exchange telecx>mnulications services in South Dakota. ezTel intends to offer 1+ and 
101XXX:X direct oulbolnt cialing, toll-free inbculd dialing, travel card and directory 
as1iltar a services. 

Staff Analyst Keith Senger 
Staff Attorney. Camren Hosed( 

Dae Filed: 01JOOIOO 
lnleMnion Deadline: 01'1.1/00 

YN-, l'eCIM U.. ..... and odw PUC pulllcllliom our WIii ... «viii llll11'Mt ...._ 
You ...,....,.. .. ......ae.totlle PUCn C III al bllp-.Mwww..-..sd.mlpKl 
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Gross Receipts Tu Show Cause Summary 

TC99-126 - ACS Tel Com Inc. 

DO N T REVOKE: TC99- l 27 - Ac:cuteJ Commimicatm, Inc 

TC99- l 28 - Affmity Mnding Sttatcgics LLC dlb/a funding our f Ubft 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-129-Amcniel Pay Phones, lnc. 

TC99-l 30 - AMNEX 

TC99-131 - Atlas f.quity, lnc. dlb/a Performance Tdccom 

DO NOT REVOKE; TC99- l 32 - Bosinc:ss Opt.ions, Inc. 

TC99-133 - Call Plus lnc. 

TC99- l 34 - Colorado River 0,...-anica, ions Corp. dlbla CRC Loag Disuace 

TC99- l 3S - Eagle T dccom. lDc. 

TC99-136 - Elias VmbRS, dlbla Amcricm freeway 100 

TC99-137 - rant Call USA, lncuponlrJd 

TC99-138 - Jn«dw:om lalrmatioaal C.orporalioa 

TC99-139- lnlaml.ional Tdcom LTD 

TC99-140 - Journey T dccom lDICmllioaal lnc. 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-14 l - London Tdccom ab Scn1egic AQiancn 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-142 - Matrix Tdccom. lac. 

TC99-143 - NcwConcq,t c.oa,,,..,ica,i.m, UC 

iC99-144 • Nova Tdccom. lDc. dlbla B.E.L. EZ Pay 

TC99-14S - NTJ Tdcc:om. lDc. 

TC99-J 46 - Pride America. lac. 

T(.'99..147 - PrimcCa11. Inc. 

DO NOT REV : TC99-141 - 1-IOO-Rcroac,r., Inc. fb Slating lalaNtio.111 Funding. Inc. dlbla 
lta:ma 

I 

EXH iP 1 T 

( 



T(:99.149 • Tc&ve Coq,ontioa d/b/a lJvicpc:ndent Network Service 

DO NOT REVOKE: TC99-ISO • Tdtrust Commmations Sc:rviccs. lnc. 

TCC)9. l SI • U.S. Network Scrw:cs. Inc. 

TC99-IS2 • USA Tele Corp. 

TC99-l S3 • UStd, lnc. 

TC99-I 54 • Wcs&an Tdc,,Commmic:atioos, lnc.ll'<dail Sales Group d/b/a 
LinkbyTCI 

GRTYDEAD.WPD 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF AFANITY MARKETING ) 
STRATEGIES LLC DIBIA FUNDING OUR ) 
FUTURE S FAILURE TO SUBMIT A REPORT ) 
AN PAYTHEGROSSRECEJPTSTAX ) 

) 
) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

AND ANAL ORDER; NOTICE 
OF ENTRY OF ANAL 

ORDER 
TC99-128 

On December 30, 1999, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued an Order for 
and Notice of Show Cause Hearing against Affinity Mafke ing Strategies UC dlbla Funding our 
Future (Affinity) for failure to submit an annual report and pay the gross receipts tax. The hearing 
was hekf as scheduled on February 3, 2000, in the Commission's erence Room, St.ate Capdol 
BuiJding, Pierre, South Dakota. The reason for the hearing was tog, Affinity an opportunrty to 
show cause why the Commission should not revoke its Certificate of Authority, or other specrfied 
actions, for failure to pay the gross receipts tax as required by SDCL 4g..1 A-3. Commissioners Burg, 
Nelson, and Schoenfelder were present. Also present were Camron Hosedt. Commission Staff 
Attorney, and Sue Cichos. Busines.s Manager for the Commission. No representative of Affinity 
appea,ed at the hearing. After hearing the testimony, the Commission voted unanimously to revoke 
Affin. Certificate of Authority for fa, ure to pay the gross receipts tax. 

The Commission, having heard the testimony presented at the hearing, makes the following 
Findings of Fad and Condusions of Law: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Affinity ,s a tetec:ommunteatt0ns company holding a Certificate of Authority, issued by this 
Commission, to provide tetecommunications services in South Da ota. 

2. Sue Cichos, Business Manager for the Commission, testified that Affinity never paid the gross 
receipts tax due June 1, 1999, as required by SDCL 49,.1A·3. 

3. A~ of the Order for and Notice of Show Cause Hearing was sent by certified mail to Affinity. 

4. No representative of Affinity appeared at the hearing to show cause why the Commission should 
no! revoke its Certiftcate of Authority. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Cornnnsion has jurisdiction <Net this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26, 49,.1A, 49,.31 , 
specificalty 49,.1A-3, 49,.1A , 49,.1A-5, 49,.1A-o, and 49,.31-3. 

2. Pursuant to SOCL 49,.1A-3, the Commission assesses a tax of .0015 or $250, whic:he~ is 
greater, on the annual intrastate gross receipts received by a telecommunications company from the 
cnnpany's customers within the state of South Dakota. Pursuant to SOCL 49,.1A-5, the tax is due 
on June first of each year. 

3. Affinity has failed to pay the gross receipts tax. 



4. The Commission has the authority, under SOCL 49-31-3, to suspend Of revoke a Certificate of 
Authority g ed to a company for a willful violation of the laws of this state. Based on the failure 
of Affinity to pay the gross receipts tax in violation of SOCL 49-1A-5, the Commission revokes 
Affinity's Certificate of Authority. 

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is therefore 

ORDERED, that the Ceftificate of Authority granted to Affinity by this Commission is hereby 
reYOlred and shall be reuned to the Commission within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order. 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duty entered on J.4dday of February, 
2000. Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt Of 

flan to accept dehefY of the decision by the pa,ties. 

DIiied at Pierre, South Dakota, this / 4 (L day of February, 2000. 

C&ti l'IC.ATE OF sat.lCI'. 

2 


