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TC99-033 
NOWALSKY, BRONSTON & GOTHARD 

A Profasion.11 Umit~ U&billty Com~ny 
/\ttoml!ys at uw 

Leon L Now&bl<y 
Batj&min W. Bronston 
Edwud P. Gothard 

Yia~Dei.ay 

Excanivc s«rewy 

3500 N. uvww•y Boulevard 
Sui~ 14'2 

Mrtalril!, Loublana 70002 
T~k-phonr. (504) 832-1984 
Faoimll~ (504) 831--0892 

Mardi 3 1, 1999 

South Dakoca Public Utilities Commission 
SOO E. CqJilol Avenue 
Pierre. SD S7SO I 

RE.: TIie fret Network, LLC. 

Monia R. 8offll! 
Ellen/\nn G. San.ds 

RECEIVED 

APR O 2 1999 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBUC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Fndoscd lJeteWith for filing please find an original and ten (10) copies of the Application ofThe Free 
Nc:t-wor1t. LLC. for authority 10 provide resold int.CRXchange telecommurucations services 
drougbout the State of South Dakota. The requisite $250.00 filing fee is eoclosed 

Please date stamp and return the attached copy of this letter as acknowlcdgmenr of your receipt of 
these doa.unenlS. A self-addressed. swnped envelope has been provided for this purpose. 

If you should have any questions regarding this filing. please do not hesitate to call. 

~J85 
Monica R. Borne 

EodoP•re 
oc: Vd&liano Ta1111XW>O, The Free Networlc 



TC99-03) 

BEFORE THE 
SOUTII DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

INRE 
APPUCA TION OF 111£ FR££ NETWORK. ) 
LLC. FOR AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE ) 
INTEREXCHANGE TE1£COMMUNICA TIONS ) 
SERVlCES WtTHIN rnE ST A TE OF ) Docket No -----
SOUTH DAKOTA ) 

APPLICATION 

rnE FREE NETWORK. L.L.C. ("Applicant") hcRby submits this application for certificate 

of~ conveniaicc and necessity to provide re,old intmute telecommunications service within 

the Swe of South Dakoca. 

In aippon ofiu apptic:ation. Applicant provides t !-e following information: 

I. The lcpl name. principal address and 1elephone number of the applicant corporai.ion are· 

The Fn:e Network .. L.L.C 
1607 E Big Beaver Road 
Suite IOS 
Troy, Mdligan 48083 
Phone: (248) S26-1000 

2. Applicaot is I limited liability company orgUJiud under 1he laws of the State of Michigan on 

July 10, 1997. The Company is authorized to trallSld business within South Dakota as 

t'<idenced by the Certificate of Authority attached hereto as u bibit A. The Company has 

l 



3. The Applicant's rqn:sentative 10 whom all a,n-espondc:noe repdiug this application should 

Moaica R. Bomc, Attorney 
Nowabky, Brooslon & Gothard 
3SOO N. Cau,eway Blvd.. Suite 1442 
Mmirie, Lniisi- 70002 
Pbonc: (S04) 132-1984 

4. ~ Mil pot:ICSSCS the management pcnonnd necessary 10 provide the proposed services 

as ind.+ 11•d in the ~ Profiles lttlChcd as Euibit B. Appliwn's officers and 

meinba I are as follows: 

BndJ Taylcs 
l'resi<len/Mcmber 
I tlr1 E. Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite IOS 
Troy. MJ 48083 

:brislopher Kollman 
Vace PresidaAIMcmber 
I tlr1 E Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite IOS 
Troy, MJ 48083 

Vdllimo T crTKciano 
Vace PlesidenclMc..nba 
ltlr1 E Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite IOS 
Troy. Micbigan 43083 

David A. Rutz 
Vace Presidenl/Member 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite !OS 
Troy, Ml 48083 

Taral..uwd 
Vice Presideni/Merebc:r 
I tlr1 E. Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite IOS 
Troy, Ml 48083 

S. ~ proposes 10 offer resold intrastate long distance services to the public on a 

swe.ide t:.1is in the Stale of South Dakota. The servica 10 be provided arc Message ToU 

SeMce. lncooring 800,'888 and Travel Card services The Applicant resells the services of 

unda1yillg caniers and docs not own any facilities. inc:luding swi1cl,es. Applicm will resell 

the ser'nCCS of Commission certifica1cd underlying carriers. 

2 



6 The Cofflplny is rurrcntly authorized to provide service in ArlcMsas. Colorado, Iowa. Idaho, 

~ Kmsas. Kcntuclcy. Nonh Carolina., Texas, Utah, Vtrginia and Wascomin. A !isl of 

Slates wbcr"e applications for authority arc pending is contained in the lni:tw Data Request 

ltl.lCbed as ullibit C. The Company bas not been denied authoriz.al.ion 10 provide service 

in any swc. 

7 The Applicant's proposed ini:tw wiff containing the rules. regulations, terms and conditions 

of service is anachcd here.to as Euibit D. 

8. Applicant bas adequalc and sufficifflt financial rc.ource:s to provide the proposed public 

tdccommunicalion ~ properly and continuow!y. The Company's most recent financial 

swcmcnu arc 11tached hcfcto as Euibit E. 

9 Gnnting ofthi.s appliation will funbcrthe public interest. The rcsa.lcof tdccommunications 

services expands the IIVlilabillty of telecommunications services to more members of the 

public al IDO(C compctilive prices In addition. by io-ring the cosu oftdecomnwnicat.ions., 

small and medium siz.ed businesses are able • o mainwn their communic:at.ions costs at levels 

that are closer to those available to larger uscn. The more competitively equal companies 

in. the more the public should benefit t.hrough producu and SCMCCS made and/or ddivercd 

more dlicicnlly and more , espo..si,'dy to comumer DCCds and desires 
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10. The App6c:an1 is willing and able to conform to the Constitution and laws oflhe State of 

~ Dakoc:a and the Rules and Regulations of the Commission, now in effect or hereinafter 

11. Alisa of sbarcholdcrs owning more than a twenty percall (20%) share is atUdled hereto as 

f ·rMN«F. 

WHEREFORE, 11te FRe N«worti. LLC. respecdully requests that the Comtnissioo Grant 

App-'i- &•4 a Certificate of Public Convenience and N«:essity. giving Applicant 1111.hority to provide 

public tdecommuniation service, effective upon approval of Ibis Application. 

R.espeafully submitted this ar-t. of 'M.o.4 . 1999. 

By:~·:JR:3 
MOilica R. Borne 
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Nowalsky, Bronston & Gothard 
3500 N. Causeway Blvd. 
Suite 1442 
Mel&iric, LA 70002 
Ph. (504) 832-1984 

AND 

Vrtalilno Tc:mciano, Vice President 
The Free Netwodc., L.L.C. 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite 105 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



EXHIBIT A 



sr. Clplgl. Sle 2°' 
5l)O East Clll*I A,,eriue 

Pien9. &di Oalloca 
57501-5070 .... .,,..,.,us 

Jecrefllf!j p/ Jtate 

PROM: Joyce fla.%el.tin.e, Secretary of State 
Corporations 

JOYCE HAZELTINE 
S...--,dS. 

RB: LIMITIID LIABILITY COMPANY ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 

'f!le documents on beha.H of the enclosed Limited Liability Company 
bave been received and f iled. Bnclosed is the Certificate 
attached to the duplicate applicat ion a.long with a receipt for 
the filing fee. 

s-11 Dabb la• 1 qui es die ra.c vi aa -1 nplr1 each year witb our otrace 
Wwm CM uwiva wy dllte t1' fililllc ad prier to the flnl day t1' the secood 
.,....... &ae•ia&- n. ..a wJ n:pert wiD be dDe ID 2000. 'Ille amiual rep,n ree 

·"'· 
The law also requires that a registered agent be continuously 
aaintained in this state . Any change in the registered agent 
a.Did/or address mu.st be f iled wi th our office within thirty days . 

If t hi s office an be of any assist ance in the future, please feel 
free to contact us. 

Thank you. 

hltf>Jlwww.sU11e.sd.US1sos/sos.hlm 
Co,pc)i ...... 

!to5)~ 
F.. 1605)~ 

l.nbm Cctrmelcill Code 
(al5) 77'>-"22 

f&a(90!l) ~ 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

CERTIFICATE OF Ali rHORITY 

LIMITED UASIUTY COMPANY 

I , JOYCE BAZELTDra, Secretary ot state ot tho State 
ot South Dakota, hereby certify that the Application for 
a certi~icato of Authority of THE FR.BE NETWORK, L.L.C. 
(KI) to transact business in thi.a state duJ.y signed and 
verified pursuant to the provisions of the south Dakota 
Liaited Lil:t.bility coapa.ny Act, have been received in this 
office and are found to confo.r. to lav. 

ACCORDINGLY and by virtue of the authority vested in 
- by lav, I hereby iaa:u.e thia Certiricate of Authority 
and attach hereto a duplicate ot the application to 
transact bQaineaa in thia state. 

IN TBStIKONY WBERBOF, I have 
hereunto sot 1IY band and 
affixed tho Great Seal ot the 
State of South Dakota, at 
Pierre, the capital thi.11 
liar 1, 1999 . ~~ 

r~~ 
OYCB RAZ 

Secretary of state 



R£Cava> 
lfAR O 1 1999 

Uat.Mnur 1.11111-._.~.,,:o._, is: __ Th_e_F_r_ee __ N_e_t_vo_r_k_,_L_._L_._c_. _______ _ 

•1 • $!...,,..,,_ ... a•e : • is:_Mi-=-c __ b __ i ___ q.._an=-------------

•• ' .._is: 1607 !.Btq Beav~ 11d. , Ste. 105 

' Troy, 1Cichi9an 48083 

4.lk..._4'•..W I ·e latlcries.dlo.tmais: 300 South Pb llllp• Ave.,Ste. 300 

Sioux ra11a , SD. 57102 

s. 11,t _ _._ ..._.,.. --... farta-.bol.,.-ie Som llllt.a is: ___________ _ 

.. t.ioDal .-g:i.atered A9eata, Inc:. 

)00 SOClth PII.UUpa Aft., S'uit:e lOO, Sioax Fall.a, st> S7l02 

6. lllr .. olapHi is: July 10.1997 

1. lldlt---, 'a rall<r lllall _.._ 1k _ _. ._ .,._. ieibal n O . 

Ylt&J.ia.co 'hrracciaao 1607 E. Big Beaver RD., Ste. 105 
Troy, Klchigaa 48083 

I. ....._ - or ncrc <ti 1k -•·1er1rs <ti dlo: ClOllll*I)' arc IO be liab6e far ill ddllS and cblipiom undtt I po,, isioa similar co 
SDCl. 47-kA-303 (c). 

not applicable 

Tie 55M ' ww ..... '71..,.....ifGec,,,..aayyiu....._ cut e >•lt7•- ;:rllks• 
1•= p,11 C >· 

- • Manager 

FlUl'IC l l'CST1UJCTIONS, 

• lb,e wicawn for Mbcrily - be ao:anpenenl by d,c 6nl A-' Rq,an. 
• 0-a;p-1 md CD< CDC ot ~ CCIII)' lnml be :wbmincid. 
• The ll'Pfic:acica- be 4 M'd by• oriJ,naJ, aimrdy dacd CmlJbU -f C.- S>«srflwr or F'+t re« &om the 

Seuctai y <t/51:R ia dot w wticr.: ii ls crpnm,d. 

calk.pdf 



1···~ -~ ... -- .• - - -

SEalFfAllY C.- ST ATE 
STATE CAPrnX. 
,00 £ CAl'l'la. AVE. 
PIEIIIE. m mo1 
(tm)ffl-40 
FAX~,O 

.1. '""-- ·-'- , ... · - .. , 1 ~ ,. ... 

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 
OFA 

UMITED UABHJTY COMPANY 

.-.g.tiGI I 

1 n..- er --,ua,1s .... i-ii is crpni:.I is: __ ,,Mu.S ... c..ub.i.l.wg.1111..un _____________ _ 

1 n.. ..._oldl tq,aaodcaiat md Ibo - md ....... <iilo RpCa'od _.fer-"'- in 5eudi Dwu u: 
llatiooal Registered Agents, Inc. 

300 South Phillips Ave., Suite 300, Sioux l'a.J.la, SD 57102 ---------------

4. n..&trwoC•prmapa.1CIOicriL 1607 F Big Beaver, Ste 105 

Troy, Michigan 40083 

s n.-- t..-.i.n-«-r•.....,...., 
Vi tallillllo Terraccaino 1607 E.Big Beaveli Rd.,Ste. 105 

Troy, Michigan 48083 

6. Tbo dolla - al doc aal apffd ~ 10 Ibo Liaul<d Labwiy Caapoz,y ts S __ 1_0...;,_0_0_0 ______ • 

AOREFDCONTR.laJ110N 
Nca iD cm::a dS50.000 
S50,ll01 to SI00.000 
• cm::a dSI00.000 

Manager ~L~-·-

FEE 
S,0 
:uso 

--r-

SI.SO fer frrst :SJ{X).000 phu SJ() 

fcr«d. oddtoonol :SJ.000 

0-doc 
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JAN 191999 

UB•a&11 

01 ~­

u.a. 

~~ !,:ntwndd4•wW2:!!!!2jnlia9 ~ 
'laJllin;, JWictlf pn 

T1lE PRB1! ~ . L . L .C. 

c llfdtl.act fualud Uabaily coapczny. ffkd Nticla of Organization ir. this 
of lb Oft J u1 y JD. I!i1Vl. 

I FURTHER CERTIFY tJta:t w Art:iJ:us are ill f ull for~ and el/«t cu o/ tJw dau. 
-4 a Cff'ti/ictzt.e of Dissolutulft luu not bttft JUN. 

T1w e.,nifu:,au is ill due /om. 184k by me cu 1.11.e pro,-- olfiur. and is 
entithd to~ full JaWt tVU1 t:redll &lvoi It /Jt every court and offu;e 
.WW. tM Uruud StlWI_$. 

lri t e.rtiinony whereof. I lta11e 1terewtto 6et iny 
1tan4 att.d a/fixed 1h11 Seal of the Depar~nt. 
in tile City of l.aluing, tltu 7th day 
of January. J.999. 

CJLM 
Corporation. Stcurit i«_$ and 

• Dtr«tor 

!.and Develo1 ,...,.t Bureau 
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IOJOOPNPP'f JIii> •-MFSMIP 

flle -nsg r 1ct - a t flle - .. twodt briJ1911 a ,miqa odxtua of uped.cace 
Gld taict ~ t.be ""'"'l"UY· 11aue iD4l¥1+ele - fna eocceaafllll .. ~ 
Nllod::et1Dg C0111pPn1 ... , aad bsw ~ succ••• of t.baJ..r ..... v:lth ~ 

· aubting. JldiSe4 to UM - an Snd1¥1+ele dl&t »- rm t.baJ..r ..... .,.....,.._ 
1ddl SPICC'4H, aloag vit.b ...-.U. .._,hone~ yu.ra of upedence 1-" da 
tel•: ,t cati.ms induatry .--giog aad &rect.1.Dg large: cozpontlcna. 

wre,a ;s, tvln , Qs>-!P!m4er, en,1s1n·t 

IIEa4 bae ~ e&ftJ of~ - cmly 1A t•l• tcett0>a, ~ Abo in 
c,pazati.119 ._...tul bu,t n . ALta- grct,et.i.1,.g fna h.D.ehac,.. O>llesi- in 
J,oodoo, be de-1.opad -fbO&ft pR{jZ- for oil and c:heeJCAl c:oapenlH _.-1.dv14a. 
J:D die ad4°90'• and -. ~..-11 t of opent.1cDa tor Aal, a oat-di: 
-UIIG ;aay, wlllc:h - to alwt ISOO ldll1A:ia in ...i ... in jaat fa.a ebort 
~- Brad beads 11p tlle ,,,_caatm pzog, fo:. t.be cliatributnrw. 

Dand coae,o to the rcee ktworl< vith -.ny :reu-• of ~ienee 1n leadi.ng. 
t:.1lhdDg and ...U""tlng orpniaatlmF -U.oavide. After gcaduatiDg froe the 
..... _ SChoo.l at the Olli..,.rdty of Michigan, be acbieved top podtloaa in 
~ C0111pPniu before 1.-~ ~ at.art fl>e Free k~nc. On-id bu nine y .. ca 
of ex:perl.enee 1n -twork a&rlteting; be baa aenton!d UD<Sar - of the --.luliaat 
and -t succeaaful net-': -.zbting prot: ... a .loaalF 1A t.ba iJ>dwltry. Ba a1Fo 
spent - tiae u a ~t&Gt for AOI . J>&vid vaa cs•a:ithl in the crutiona o f 
not oaly the Wlique coapa,satioo pl,m and the training ay,,tea, but auo the 
~oeophy of the • free• pzogna. 

Tare N, lNJod, <»:Pounder: Vice PB-tldmc 

At:ecr gndu.atlng !re. Hichigao State unive_n,ity, and detend.ned to be stlf­
ea,ploy,ed, Tan bee- tn.ol......S in net:-rlt -rketiog and devtloped a large ~ .. 
org&Aizatlon. Tara has proven to be a -t:ivatlonal a.ad instruetlond ~ and 
waa able to reaeb the \lop s t of ACK's organizatloo in lua than J aootha. Stwl 
vaa .-sential in t on:iulat.i.og the coapena.atlon plan and training sv-t-. Tara 
also bas a eomplete ~st.Anding of what it ui.ke• to support. the distti.butorF 
and vlll bring nre_ngth and underatanding to Tbc Fret Network = bead of 
Diatributor support aecviee. 



ec..,...._~ 
Ull7 E. ll;g .,..__ Rd. • S... lllS 

,..,,,. Mi, t ts 41111) 
(JOI Sl6-1IXIO • Fax:~ 5:¥-UlOl 
k*nld; ww O f •• I cam 

&ul::6mt.dwwts FSet 

&ff +,A +xi • a J'OIID8.,; VlllO brilgs wida Ilia ,-a,:i c:qio iew e Raliag •l'Xl"'llfiJI t, a 
pi

0 

ii) as & buiilra'-S dcw:iopcl. Afta"& ca•~-,Ndw(xt-~ •(Mht4 ... be 
tawamli.a.dtoasirt!ieiackabyaai:: M 'lllape n Swidatbefm:NctW01kccoiepe 
_. · pm. Vila's ilt-- 4 .. , ilutaat-4111 capal ad bis t i;; ., c::cpaliie an: ima@M14il in 
dledailJ cptt--of tbe mmpuy. 

Qm bolds a Bai fd:n [)egR,e in &nizrn A,.h;i; • 41 Mi Ml ml 1111 OYa" ~ )alS of ICHClFoed 

aparicaae in Ralal8 large tdec»ts EFMEF lie ft +n E - " • : ' A8er' • two Jal" period • finenoe 
-111111--.. C2lril dat«t a di ~SOOlpoolica ID _.-ilr SJ1Sam .._._sold 
l':talqerou4w9 . Bedlmeaeenddlcl I e • ... w....._.ywidi.AlcdMobie, 'lfbim­
•t I Qy-..edbJUSAMobile. Cmwa CJ1114i&gP.aidembUSA.Mollilemdlm 
-•sF!f CMr'JOO WipOjUS ml IOOmilioaiD .... u;+ e af ba &bn-18Clllp0 ofbowledge 
f.l(IEWi-+oideirg~afrairs.lAas,a.,,:,e...t+e•+1ws scmccforpagillgcdlular 
and loag •ia11+ IC services.. 

0pgy.1;1,; 

Vlllimo Term:a . ••• 24% n:-111-.2.dip iatercst 
George Vcnuad.c 2~ 11-ale-., iatercst 
Davis Rutz 2A% Ilk 114-il!islip mtercst 
Brad Taytes 10% uw11•,eutap iatercst 
Clarislopber Kollman )()% ICM oi•tslip iatercst 
Tara Lumd 5% a- l•ntip iatercst 
Alger IC. Rutz 3% n.eui>tutiip iateresa 

Tow 100% 



EXHIBITC 

lNrTlAL DATA REQUEsTs 



Sau o1Soatli Du.oa 
hbfic U~ Coaaisrioe 

JNmAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPUCA TION OF 
THE FREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.1. Has the~ recaval a ccrtificuc of authority 10 do business in South Oakou &om the 
Sccrcwy ofSwc? lfso. please provide a copy. lfnoc. has the company made appl;cation 
10 the Sccrcwy ofSwt for authority" 

A. I The Company's certificate of authority 10 do business in Soulb Daltou is attacbed 10 its 
application as Ediibit A. 



State of S..tll Dabbl 
l'llblic: Ulilida Co-e. i I a 

JNITIAJ. STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICA TJON OF 
THE FR£[ NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.2. Has the company retained a registerai agent for service of process in the State of South 
Dakota? If so, provide the name. address, and telephone number of the regislerai asent. If 
llOl, is the COmplll)' in lbc process of rtcaining I regisl.erai asent? 

A.2. The Company has reuinod as its regista-cd agent within the Swe of South Dlkoca, National 
Regislerai Agents. Ille .• 300 South Phillips Avenue, Suite 300, Sioux Falls, SD 57102. 



SUu ofSolltll Da.koca 
hblic Otilitio C-amiee 

[NITJAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
111[ FR.EE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q. 4 Lisi the swes in which the company is rqpsUred or c:o lificd 10 do business by the , espec:rive 
suie pub!ic utility commission 

A4 The oocnpc1y has registered with or nbniord ccrtificatioo from tbr following public utility 
CIOll~S) Of compl1'lblc age:ncics 

sw, Pate Sqac: Pflc 

Albnsas 02125199 Keniucty 02/24/99 
Colondo 03/02/99 Nonll c.orma f12l25l99 
Idaho 02/11199 Texas 02/19199 
lndiana 03/ 12199 W.sconsin 03/11199 
Kansas 02/23/99 



Sute or South Dakota 
Public Utilitia Commissioe 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FRI£ NElWORK, LLC. 

Q.5 Docs the company have: any registrations or ccnifications pending before other state public 
utility oommissiooJ? Ir yes. list the states 

A S The company 1w certifications or rcgiSlrarions pending in the following swcs. 

Alabama 
Arizon& 
California 
Conncc:iirut 
Florid& 
Louisiana 
Massachusetts 
Maine: 
Minnesota 
~fusissi.ppi 

Nonh Dakota 
Ncbra.sk.a 
New Yoo: 
Nevada 
Ohio 
OkWioma 
Oregon 
Rhode lsl&nd 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 

Vennont 
Wyoming 
West Virginia 



SC."' 5-1' Ou8ca 
P9llliic Utilitia C- . . t 

rNITIAL SJAff PATA RE0UESJ 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
1111: FREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.6 Has the company been denied rqiistra1ioo on:ertificabon by public uri&y cx:-1w1issions in any 
swe? If ,o, provide the SU!.e, doc:kct number. date of dcaial &lid reaoo for denial 

A6 No 



Stak of Soatli Dakota 
PIii* Utima C-.--

lNITlAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDlNG APPUCA TION OF 
TUE PREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.7. Wba are the reuons for the company seeking authority to conduct business in South 
Dakoca? 

A.7. The Company wishes to eventually provide service in all or most of the cooliguous United 
Stales and win, therefore. have customers in otha- sWes with long disunce needs in South 
~ 



State of Soat.b Dakota 
hblic Utilities Coaaissioa 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
1111: FR.EE NETWORK, LLC 

Q 8. b this registration pan of a nationwjde or regionwidc applialion process before public utility 
CODUIIWioos? If yes. swc why South Dakota is included 

A 8. Y C$ The Company does intend to provide service in all cf the cooriguous United Swcs. 
South Dakota is included since many customers &om 00>er stale$ will also have nccds wit.bin 
the suic of South Dakou. 



Slate er Soa._. Dakoa 
Pat& Utililia Coaaillioe 

INITlAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FREE NE'IWORK, LLC 

Q.9. When does the company illtcod 10 provide intTUblc service to South Dlkoea sublaiben? 

A.9. The wu,pauy intends 10 begin providing scrvice in South Dakoea irnrnecfiatcly upon 
Cd ti6catiou. 



S..te of So11tb Dakota 
hbtic Utilitiu Comamio• 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
TII£ FREE NElWORK. LLC. 

If lhe c;.ompany is providing i.ntrasUte service: in So th Dakota. when was it swted? 

No. The company 1w not and is oot QJ1TffllJy providing intraswe service in South Dakota. 



Stau ol s.. .. Dall.oCa 
Pulic Utilidrs C..e' . 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FJlll NE'IWORK, LLC. 

Q.11 How does the company bandle o•stomer billiJ)8$? 

A I I. Tb'! Company' s o tStocncn art biDed oo a moodily basis by its biDiz)8 agai&. UniDial 
lDcorponilcd 



SCJla or So.di Dakota 
hlJtic Utilities Co-isiioa 

INITJAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
1111: FREE N£1WORK. LLC. 

Q.12 How does the company handle wstomcr service matters? 

A. I 2. The Company has CIJ$lOmlCr Scsvic:e pcnonncl avaiW>Jc via a 1011 free number which is MJt 

forth on an bilb. 



Scak of Soctl DabCa 
hblic Utilities c-winiee 

INI1JAL STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDlNG APPLICATION OF 
TB.E FR££ NE1WORK. LLC. 

Q.13. Does the company have a 1olJ.-frllC tdepbooe number for CUS1omer service? If ,o, what is ii 
and is ii indlided in the company's wilfs 

A.13. 1-800-393-7300. This toll frllC number is set fonh in the Company's witf. 



Stau or Sotilll DaJ&.ou 
hblk U1itities Coaa.lssioa 

INITIAL STAFF PATA REOUEST 

REGARDrNG APPLICATION OF 
TR[ FREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q. 11 Where is the QI.Sl.omct service dq>artmmt located? 

A.14 The Company's customer service dq:cnnem is located in Tro!f, Michigan. 



State ol s..tll Dab&a 
hbtic: Utilida c-•--

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FREE ~"E'IWORK. LLC. 

Q.15. How many customer service personnel are aVlilable to answer customer concerns? 

A. I 5. The Company currmtJy has 7 customer service personnel. 



State ol S..dt DaMCII 
hblic UtilifJa C-ellrioe 

INITlAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPUCA TION OF 
TUE FREE NE'IWORK. LLC. 

Q.16. Does the company conttaet with other companies for CUJtomer laVioes? If yes, provide their 
-., address and 1dep-'1ooe number. 

A.16. No. 



SawotS..dl Dakota 
Pabtic: Otllida C-winioe 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FllH NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.17. Does the company own any telecommunications facilities'? If so, where and what. 

A. I 7. No. The company does not own any telecommunications facilities. 



State of S..0 DaJu,u 
hhlk Ulitida C-wfnfee 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

llEGAJU>fNG APPLICATION OF 
THE FREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q 18 Does the complll)' have in-houte service tcchnici IS 10 nwnuin the facilitie(? If not. who 
does the xma:'? 

A.IS. No The company does noc have my facilities and. theteforc, docs not have any in-house 
aervioe tecbnicians. 



Seate of Soatli Dakobl 
Plabtic Utilities Coamiaioa 

INITIAL STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FREE NETWORK, LLC. 

Q.19. What types of intrastate tdccommuniccion services will the company provide in South 
Onota? 

A.19. ibe c:ornpaoy will provide resold MTS, Inbound 800/888 service, &nd Travd Card service. 



Seate ofS-~ Dakota 
hbGc: Uliitia C-winioe 

INITIAl. STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
111£ fll.t:[ NETWORK. LLC. 

Q 20 lfthe llboYe scniccs arc resold scrnccs of another carrier, identify the carrier and the type 
of fCMCCS purchased from that carrier 

A 20. The Company re,dls the ,er.ices of IXC Communications. UniOial Inc. uvJ/0< SprinL 



Stat~ of So.111 Dakota 
l'llblic Utitieies Coe•inioe 

INITIAL STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPUCA TION OF 
THE FR.EE NETWORK, LLC. 

Q.21. How does the COll1plJly intend 10 market iu services in South Dakota? 

A.21. The cx,mpany will market its services via indq>endenl agents or sales rq,resaatiw:s.. 



Sute or Soul.b Dakota 
Public UtiUties Commission 

INJTlAk STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
1111: FR.EE NETWORK, LLC. 

Q.22. How will potential CUSlomers be: contaetcd? 

A.22. Potential customers will be: c:olll3dcd via general print or other forms or media campaigns or 
by an indepcndenl agent or sales representative ~ia 1dephone 



Stace qi SNtlt Daliota 
Pulic Utilities c-winioe 

[NITJAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FRO: NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.23. \V"dl indqlcndent COOlTIClOB and/or company sales people be sdling the O.MN,•ay ,erw:,es 
in South Dakou? 



State of Sov1b Dakota 
Pu bllc Utili1its Coamissio• 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
TR£ FREE NE"IWORK, LLC. 

Q.24. lfindq)endcnt oonuaaors ~used.bow does lhc company recruit such individuals? 

A.24 The Company recruits its contractors by holding ducatiooal and promotional seminars 



s«at.r ., s-tll Dakoc.a 
hblit Utilida C-•inioa 

INWAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDlNG APPLICATION Of 
THE FREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.25 Dcscnl>c the trainina method underuk.en by 1hc company for ~ COlllraclors and 
company sue persons Provide any materials used in 1he training process. 

A.25. 'ibe Company bolds nuiooal ttaming sessions 10 prepare its sales ag,cn1S lafoimariooal 
material about 1hcse sessions is lltachcd as u1ribit C-1. 
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State of Solidi Dakeu 
hblic Utilities C-aimoe 

lNITIAL STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPL.ICATION Of 
TUE FR££ Nl:lWORK. LLC. 

Q.26. lf salesarc made through indepcnde111 conlJKlors, is !here a written COCltJICl or .,canen1 
between the company and the independenr CCOIJX%O() If so, pleafC provide a a,py of the .,eemeu 

A 26 Yes A sample: conuaa is attached as t:uibit C-2. 
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Sak ol s..ti nu.ta 
P11111ic Ulilitia C--. · 1 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPUCA TION OF 
THE FREE NETWOIUC, LLC 



State of South Dakota 
Public Utilities Commission 

INJTIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FR.EE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.28. Does the company engage in any multi-level marlceting? ff yes. provide a detailed explanation 
of the marlcering procedure. 

A.28. Yes. The company docs use a multi-level nwiceting approach 10 recruiting its independen1 
sales agcnu. Materials setting fonh !he marlceting procedure arc attached as Exhibit C..3. 
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SC. el s-tll Dali.ota 
..... lJtiliaa C-wmice 

JNJTIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FRll N£TWORK. L LC. 



Sutt or Sonia Dakou 
Public Utilities Commission 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FREE NETWORK, LLC. 

Q.30. Does the company markd through nonprofit corporati0!1$ or organiz.ations? if so, please 
explain the methods used. How is the organization compensat.cd? What types of 
organizations docs the company or its agents solicit for assistance in sales? 

A.30. The company does not rnarlo:d through nonprofit corporations or organizations. 



Stale ofSoutb Dakoca 
hbtic Utililia c-aiaioa 

lNITJAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDlNG APPLICATION OF 
TH£ FR£[ NETWORK. LLC 

Q.31 . Provide copies of any company brocbures used to assist in the sale of seMCCS. 

A.31 . San"4)lc brocbures to be used in sale of services are atuched as EJJlibit C-1. Please note that 
11N' IDllerials will sooo be dcvdoped eliminating UniDail Communications from the material. 
These brocbures were printed for u,e by The Free Network as a UniDial agent. 
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Stale of South Dakota 
Public Utilities Commission 

INITIAL STAFF DATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICA TIOl'I OF 
THE FREE NElWORK, LLC. 

Q.32. Please indicare wbdhcr the company will provide intra.LAT A nnd/or interLA TA service$. 

A.32. The company will provide both interLATA and Intra.LA TA services to the extent authoriz.ed 
by the Commission. 



State of Soadl Dakota 
hblic Utilities Coamiuloa 

INITIAL STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDING APPLICATION OF 
THE FREE NETWORK. LLC. 

Q.33. Does the company have a volume discount plan? If so, does it combine inttasWe and 
UJlff'SWe UJ18e? 

A.33. No. 



State of South Dakota 
Poblk Utilims Commmioo 

lNlTJAL STAFF PATA REQUEST 

REGARDfNG APPLICATION OF 
Tm: FR.EE NETWORK., LLC. 

Q.34. Provicic COSl st1ppon for all rates shown in the COlllj 'lll}"s tariff. 

A.34. The Company's raJcs arc based on the rate at which the company purchases the service with 
an adjUS1me:l!l for market considcmions. 
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Tiae Free Network. l...l...C. SD P.U C Tariff No 
Original Shed No 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

TITLE SHEET 

THE FREE NETWORK, l...L..C. 

TARIFFNO. I 

This tz iff contains the description. regulations. and rates applicable to the furnishing of service and 
facilities for 1elccoll1lll1lllications services provided by The Frtt Network. l...L..C. with principal 
offices al 1607 E. Big Beaver Road, Suite I 05, Troy. Michigan 48083 This wiffis on file with the 
Sou1h Oakou Public Utilities Commission. and copies may be inspected during normal business houl$ 
at the Company's principal place of business 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. T aylcs. President 
The Free NdWOft. LLC 
1607 E. Big Bc:r,-« Rd., Suite 105 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



1lle Fne !'Cd••'- LLC. SO P.U.C. T'lriffNo. 1 
Original Sbccl No. 2 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SEJlVJO:.i T AJUFF 

CHl'£J( MEil 

Al 111ml cf dlis tlriff' arc dfecnYe as cf the dale shown 11 the bottom of the 1up«ti<1C pl8CS. 

Or.- ad revi,cd sbccts u millCld bdow C:00 ... all .twee• from the oripial trif.t an, 
aa,aady ill diu u of tbc dale oa tbc bottom of this P9-

Slll!a 8cYiiolJ 

I OriaiMI 
2 Original 
) Oripill 
4 OriginaJ 
s Orisiml 
6 Original 
7 Original 
a Original 
9 Original 
10 Original 
11 Original 
12 Original 
13 Origjnal 
14 OriginaJ 
IS Original 
16 Original 
17 Original 
18 Original 
19 Original 
20 Original 

m.JED: 

ISSUED BY: BBII J. Tayles. President 
The Free Network. L LC. 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rll. Suite 105 
Troy. Michigan 48083 

Sim 8niim 

21 Oripll 
22 Oripal 
2) Oripal 
24 Origiall 
25 Origiml 
26 Orwml 
27 Original 



Tbe Free Network, LLC. SD P.U.C. TariffNo. l 
Original Sheet No. 3 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVlCES TARIFF 

TABL£ OF CONTENTS 

inle SIICICL ................................................ ...................... 01 

Check Sheet...................................................................... 02 

Table of Contents.............................................................. 03 

Symbol.- .................... ......... ... . .. .... .. . . . . ... . . . . .... .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . .... 04 

Tariff Format............. .. ................................. ..................... 05 

Section I: Dctinitiom and Abbreviations........................... 06 

Sec:tion 2: Rules and Regulations...................................... 09 

Section 3: Dcscript.ion of Service...................................... 20 

Section 4: Rates and Charges........ ................................... 24 

ISSUED BY: 8,-d J. Tayies, President 
The Free Nerwork. LL.C. 

EJIIIECTIVE: 

1607 E. Big Beaver R.d., Suite 105 
Troy. Michigan 48083 



TIie Fra Ncfw• .. LLC. SD P.U.C. Tariff'No. I 
Original Sheet No 4 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

S)'.MBQLS 

The following are the ooly symbols used for the purposes indicated below: 

D - Ddctcd or Di.scontinued Material 

I - Change Resulting in a Rate increase 

N - New Regulation.. Tenn, Condition or Rate 

R - Change Resulting in a Rate Reduction 

T - Change In Text or Regulation. but 110 Change in Rat.es 

ISSUE&. EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Bntd J Tayles. President 
The Free N~ LL.C. 
1607 E. Big Bea\-cr Rd., Suite 105 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



SO P.U.C. Tariff No 
Original Sheet No. 5 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

TARIFF FORMAT 

A. Shed Numbering - Sheet numbers appear in the upper-right comer of the pag,e. Sheets are 
numbcttd sequentially However. new shecu are occasionally added 10 the wif[ When a ocw 
sheCI is added between sbeets all'C3dy in dfca. a dcc:i:tnal is added. For eumple. a new sheet 
added between sheets 14 and 15 would be Sheet 14 I . 

B Sheet Revision Numbm - Revision m.nnbcn also appear in the uppcr--rigbt comer of the 
sheCI These numben ITC used 10 determine the most cum::ul shec1 version OD file with the 
Commwion. For example, 4th Revised Sheet 14 canc:ds 3rd R~ised Sheet 14. 

C. Pmsw>h Numbering Segueig - There &J'C nine IC'ids of paragnph coding. Each levd of 
coding is subselvient 10 iu oext higher level of coding. 

2 
2.1 
2 I.I . 
2 I I A 
:u I A. I 
2 I LA. I (a) 
2 I I.A l.(a).I. 
2 I.IA I (a).L(i) 
::? I. I.A I (a).L(i)( I ) 

0 . !:;lw;! Slwt• - When a ta.riff filing is made with I.ht: Commisslon. an updated dm sheet 
accompmics the tariff filing. The chedc med lists 1 •· ,: sbceu conwned in the tariff; with a 
cross re{en:o::,e 10 the aimnt revision number Wbm new shec::u are added. !he dm slJCel 
is changed to rdlca the revision AD l'e\o'isioos made in a given fitiQg are designated by an 
asterist C-) There will be no other S)m>Ol.s used oo this sheet ift.ht::se are the only · tw, 8 , 
made to it (ic.. I.ht: fonnad. etc. remains the same. just revised revision ~ oo some 
sheets) The ta.riff user should mer 10 the lalest check sheet to find out if a particular sheet 
is the most aim:!ll on file with the Commission. 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BV: Brad J Taylcs. Pn:sidaJI 
The Free Networir.. L L C 
1®7 E. Big 8aw:r RAS.. Suite 105 
Troy. MJCbigln 48083 



SD P U.C Tariff No. I 
Origjnal Sllt:a No. 6 

TEJ..ECOMMUNICATIONSS.ERVICESTAJUFF 

S£CIJQN I - QmNJTJONS AND ABBREYJA:n<>NS 

Apw f'ioo for Sqyic:e- A sundard order form which inel11dcs all pcrtiued bilq. uclrical_ 
and cdler dc,cripcivc inform1tioo which will enable the carrier to provide the ronmunircon 
ICn'ice as required. 

-"l!hnrjmj Usq - A person. 6rm. c:orponlion, or other enlity llll1borized by the customer to 
receive or send rommemicllions. 

~ - The Fm: NctW0tt.. LL.C .. unless swed otherwise. 

Qr• o('Sqyic:e- Various Cllcgorics oft.depbaie service generally available to CUSlomen, 
such as hn,iness or residential 

CQ!llll]ispon - Soulh Dakota Public Utilities Commission. 

Company- The Free Neswork. L.L.C. 

Completed Calls - Completed calls are calls answettd on the diSIIDCC end. 

CUslomcr oC Subsq iba - The person, 6rm. corporation, or other entity which orders or uses 
service and is 11:,pJ1 mb&c by law for payment for COffll1I.Uliaar service from the te.lepbooc 
utility. 

PrJizvBm Aocoom - An ICOOWll for which a bill or payment -sicemem for reg,dated 
~ or equipmem has not beai paid in full on or before the last day for timely payment. 

Dim; PislOOl Dwina {DOD) - Cuslomcr dia1Jng over the nationwide imatolJ tdepbone 
DelWOl'lc of calls to which toU charges are applicable. No operator 1ssisrance is requind for 
DDDcalk. 

ISSUED BY: Br.t J. Taylcs. Prcsideol 
The Free NctW0tt.. LL.C. 
1607 E. Big 8eawr Rd., Suite I OS 
Troy. Mjel,jpn 4&083 



ne Fnr Ndwwt.. LLC. SD P.U C Tariff"No_ I 
Original Sheet No 7 

TEl..ECOMMUNlCATIONS SERVlCES TARIFF 

I I Ptf-i!ims ( oouinued) 

Due Dire - Tbe laSI day for~ without unpaid MJOlmlS being u,jc,a lO a lac pa)mall 

dsqc Of ldditiol• coDcc:rioo dfons 

Ho§dm - Carrier's m:ngnized holidays arc New Year's Dly, Memorial Dly, July 4th. Labor 
Dly. ~ Dly aod Cbiistmas Dly 

Hsn•mt Vs: Sqyq - The prtMsion of long diSWIC? msun:d time OOOIIDIIIKlhOclS 

tdq)hooe !a'vic:e to customers who acces.s the cania's sc:rvic:es at its switctq and call 
processing cquipmall by means of access facilities obtained from anotbtr carrier by the 
antocner Of otberwise provided II its own expense (the customer is , t5t- • sik for•, s· w 
for the aa:as 6ne) 

Mmur - A completed 1ckpc'onc call by a customr:r Of user. 

f'mnis, • The space 00, ipiN1 by UI indMckiaJ CUSl.xncr in a berikfin& in tdjninina be aildmp 
oa:i,pied entirdy by ,hat customer. Of on Q)Otig. ,,us piopeny ocxupicd by die rnsr....,. 
,eparated only by a public thoroughfare. a railroad right of way Of' a DIIUnl ba:ricr 

lY1a - Recurring amounts billed to customers for rqpilated sc:rvic:es and/Of equipmeol 

Tqmjnal Equipment • All telephone instruments. including pay tdq,hooe equipment. the 
common equipment oflargc and small key and PBX '}'Slam and ocher dM:es and apparatu.s. 
and woci&ted wiring. which arc intended to M connected dectricalJy, acoustically or 
induaivcly to the tdccommunication system of the tcicpbone unlity. 

Undqtyjng Carner - The tdeconumnications carrier whore ocrwort fw iliiies prow5es the 
tedinic:al capability and capacity necessary for the transmission and rea:pcion of customer 
tdccommunicarions traffic. 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Taylcs. President 
The Free Nctwort. L.LC. 

EFFECTIVE: 

1607 E. Big Beaver Rd. Suite IOS 
Troy. Michigan 48083 



l.AIA -Local Aa:as T, S 41 Ana 

.L£C - Local Exc:heng1- Cwrier 

MIS • MCffl8e Toll Service 

W · Private Branch Exchange 

ML - Special Access Line 

~ • Vertical and Horizontal 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BY: Bnsd J. Tayles, President 
The Free Network, L.L.C. 

EFFECTIV£: 

1607 E. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 10.S 
Troy, Michigan 48083 

SDPt:C T~ f 
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Tbc Free Network, LLC. SD P.U C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 9 

2.1 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVlCES TARIFF 

SECTION 1- RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Undenaking of Company 

The Company undenakes 10 provide only loose scrviccs as are furnished under the terms eel 
subjec1 to the conditions and CUSlomer payment of the applicable rates of this tariff for 
communications originating and tcnninatins withio the S14te. The Company's services are 
provided on a statewide basis and are not intended 10 be limited geographically 

Communications originate when the CUSlomer accesses network direc1ly or through the 
facilities of the local service carrier via one or more access lines, equal access or oo a dial-up 
basis.. The company may act M the aJstomct's 118Clll for ordering access connec1ion facili1ics 
provided by other carriers or entities when a.uthoriz.ed by the QJSlomet, to allow conocaion 
of a aJstomct's location 10 the Carrier network. The customer shall be responsible for all 
charges swcd in this tariff: 

The Company's services are provided on a month!) basis unless otherwise stated in this tariff. 
and arc available IWCl'lty-four (24) hours per day. seven (7) days per week 

2.2 Limi111ions on Service 

2..2 I Service is offered subject to the provisions of this tariff. 

2.2.2 Carrier reserves the right 10 provide services only to and from l~lion.s where the 
necessary facilities or equipment are available 

U 4 Title to any equipment provided by Carrier under these regulations rcmaiM with 
Carrier. Prior written pcnnission from the company is required before any assignment 
or innsfer In the event an assignment or transfer is allowed, all regulations and 
condit.ions contained in this tariff shall apply to the assignee or transferee 

ISSUED: EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J Taylcs, President 
The Free Network, L.L.C. 
1607 E Big Beava- Rd., Suite 105 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



SD P.U C. Taritl'No. I 
Origwl Shed No. 10 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS Sat.VICES T AJUFF 

2.3 use ofSmise 

Service may not be used for any unlawful purposes. 

The ammum period for service is one month (JO days) unless otherwite ootcd in~ ICIWlC 
description. 

2.4 l i•hjljty o(Ctaier 

2.4.1 Carrier shall not be liable 10 any person. firm or cmity for mmagcs. either direct, 
indirect, consequential. special, incidental, actual, punitive, or for any other damages 
or for any lost profits of any kind or nature whauocver. arising out of mistakes, 
accidents, errors, omissions, interruptions, delays or defccu in transmissions., 001 

caused by the ncgligcncc of the canicr, COflllllCllcina upon activation of service and 
in no event exceeding an amount equivalent 10 the proportionate charge 10 the 
cmtomer for the period of service durina which the mimlce(s), accident(s). error(s), 
omission(s), imerruption(s), delay(s) or dcfect(s} in tm1Smission OC(:Ul'. 

ISSUED: EFFECTIVE: 

lSSUED BY: Brad J. Taylcs, President 
The Free Netwocic. LL C. 
1607 E. Big &a\lCI' Rd .. Suite !OS 
Troy, Michigan-48083 



Tk frtt Nttworil, LLC. SD P.U C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 11 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.4 J ia!!iliIY ofCJo:ier 

2.4.2 <:arricr. at its own expc:nsc. will ind,crnnify the eustomcs- and hold it M!Tllless in 
rcspca to any and all loss, damage. liability or expense assened against the customer 
by a 1hird party on acc.ounl of any property damage or penooa1 injury caused by any 
negligence or willful misconduct of Carrier or its agents or rq,rcscowivcs arising out 
of performance by Carrier of any Jesting or otru:r act.ivities on the customet's premises 
pursuant to this tariff <:arriet's obligations under t.he 1lllllledutely preceding sentence 

shall be subject to the ew1omer's full performance of this tariff and subject further to 
the customer's duty to take reasonable precautions in the location. construction. 
maintenance and opcrat ion of all activities. facilities and equipment for the protection 
agains1 hazard or injury and so as to not interfere with the services provided by 
Carrier 

2 4.3 Carrier shall be indemnified and held harmless by the eustomcr against 

A 

ISSUED: 

Claims for libel. slander. infiingcmtnt of copyright or unauthorized use of any 
tradcm.ark. trade name. or scrviet. mark arising out of 1hc material. data 
information. or other content rransmined over- the carnet's facilities. and 

EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Bntd J Taylcs. President 
The Free Network. L L C 
1607 E Big Beaver Rd .. Suile IOS 
Troy. Michigan 48083 



SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 12 

TELECOMMUNlCATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.4 Lill!.ilitx o(Caai« 

2.4.3 (continued) 

B. Claims for patent infringement of copyright or unauthoriz.cd use of any 
trademark, trade name. or service mark arisins out of the fflllerial, dala 
information, or other content transmitted over the canien facilities; and 

C All other daims &ruing out of any act or omission by the rustomer in 
connect.ion with any servic:e provided by Carner. 

2.4.4 Caniersball DOl be liable for. and thecustomeriodcmnificsand holds Carrier harmless 
from and all loss, claims, demands. suits, or olha-actions, or any liability whatsoever, 
whdha- tuft'cred, llllde, inslitu1ed, or asscr1ed by the rusiomer or by any party or 
penoos. for a personal injury to. or deslh o( any person or penoos. and for any loss, 
damage. defa. emeot, caused or d&imcd 10 have been CIUSCd directly or indirectly by 
the installation. opemion, failun: to opente.. maintenanc:e, coodition. location, or use 
that is oot the clin:ct result of the Carrier's ~ No agents or employees of 
other c:arriers shall be deemed to be agcnu or employees of Carrier. 

ISSUED: EFF£CTIVE: 

ISSUED BV: Brad J. Tayles. President 
The Free Networ1c. LLC. 
1607 E. Big Baver Rd .. Suite 105 
Tnry, Michigan 48083 



~ free Nmron.. L.L.C. SD P.U.C. TuiJl'No. 1 
Origjnal Shed No. 13 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICES TARIFF 

2.s Jntqruptjon ofSemce 

2.S. I. Carrier shall make all reasonable dforu 10 prevent interruptions of scrvicc. When 
intcnuptions arc repo1ted or found by Carrier 10 occur. Carrier shall reestablish 
wvice IS quiddy IS pos.sil,le 

2.S.2 When a QISlomcr's scrvicc IICCC5.$ linc is rq,orted to be out of order and remains out 
of order in cxc:css of two (2) COtlSCCUtive hours. the company shall. upon request. 
make appropriate adjusnnents 10 the subscriber's account. Thu rule does not apply 
if lhc outage OCQl1'S as a result of. 

( I) A negligent or willful act on the pan of the subscriber, 
(2) A malfunction of subscribcf-owoed telepbone equipment; 
0) Disasters or acts of God; or 
( 4) The inability of the company to gain access 10 the subscn"bcr's pmnises after 

Carrier has requcsied that QJSlOfflCf" provide access 10 the premises. 
(S) Carnets provision of routine maintenance, testing or adjustments. 

2 .. S. 3 The QJSlomet shall be credited for an interruption of two (2) hours or more 11 1.hc rate 
of 1n20lh of the monthly charge for the scrvicc affected for each hour or major 
tnctioa lhcreof that the interruption continues.. Credit for an intcrNption shall 
commence with the hour of the report or discoYCry of the interruption and will cease 
upon resto~tion of scrvicc.. Any adjustmcnu not in dispute shall be rendered within 
two billing periods after the billing period during which the interruption occumd. 

2.S.4. Cusaomen shall notify Carrier of interruptions in service.. Before giving notice of 
interruption. the euslomer should asccruin whether the trouble is being caused by any 
action or omission by or within his control or in any wiring or equipment connected 
10 the Carrier's terminal 

ISSUED: EFFECTIV£: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Tayles, Pn:iidcnt 
The Free NctWOrlc. L.L C 
1607 E. Big Bcavei Rd.. Suite tOS 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



ne Free Nawork, LL.C. SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 14 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.6 R!'1l'901ibilitv oflhe Customer 

2.6.1 All QJstomers assume genera.I responsi'bilities in connection with the provisions and 
use of services stated in this tariff. All customen are responsible for the following: 

A. The customer is responsible for placing orders for service, paying all clwges 
for senic:e rendend by Carrier and complying with all rqpilations governing 
the savice. The customer is also respollSl'ble for assuring that its users comply 
with resuJations. 

8 When placing an order for service. the customer must provide· 

I. The name(s) and address(cs) of the person(s) responsible for the 
payment of ser,,ice charges. 

2. The namc(s). telephone numbet(s), and address(es) of the customer 
contaa person( s ). 

2.6.2 M:umeoance, Iesio&- and Adiusmen1 

ISSUED: 

If a CUSlO!Der's service IIIUSl be imerrupted due to maintenance, Carner shall ootify the 
affected customer, in advance, if possible and will perform the work in such a manner 
u to minimize illCOllvenience 

Equipmenl provided by Carrier shall be made available to Carner for such tCSIS and 
adjU$lments as may be ~ 10 maint&n them in satisfactory condition. 

EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BV: Brad J. Taylcs, President 
The Free Nc:twork. L LC 
1607 E Big Beaver Rd. Suite IOS 
Troy. Michigan 48083 



TIie frtt Nmron.. LLC. SD P.U.C. Tariff'No I 
Original Sheet No IS 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.6 3 Deposj).s 

The Company will not require a dcposil for service. 

2.6.4 CanceU41ion by Customer 

ISSUED: 

If a customer orders services requiring special equipment and/or mcilities dedicated 
10 the customet's use and then cancels his order before lhc service begins, before a 
completion of 1he minimum period mutually agreed upon by lhc C1.1Stomer and Carrier. 
a charge will be made to the customer for tbe non-recoverable ponions of 
cq,enditures or liabilities incumd expressly on behalf of the cusiomcr by Carrier and 
not fully reimbursed by inslallation and monthly charges If. based on such an order, 
any comtruaion has either bcsUJ, or been completed, bu1 not such services provided, 
the non-recoverable COSI of such construction shall be borne by lhc customer. 

EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Taylcs, President 
The Free Networlc, L.L.C. 
1607 E Big Beaver Rd . Sui1e 105 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



TIie Frtt Nttwork. LLC. SD P.t •.C. TaritTNo. I 
Origin.al Sheet No. 16 

TELECOMMUN!CA TIONS SEJI. v'JCES TARIFF 

2.6.S Payment ofCJw:aes 

A. Service is provided and billed on a monthly (30 day) basis. Charges based on 
actual uaase during a month will be billed monthly in arrears. 

B. Bills are payable upon receipt of invoice. Customers will be charged a w.e 
payment penally in the amoum of ooe and ooc-ha1f percent ( 1.S%) per month 
on delinquent amounts and will be respollSll>lc for any charges as.socialed with 
disconnection and reconnection of service. A bill will be considered 
delinquent after thiny (30) days from rendition of the invoice. 

C. In the event of a dispute concerning a bill, Cusiomcr must pay a sum equal to 
the amount of the undisputed ponioo of the bill and proceed with complaint 
proccdurcs set forth in this tariff. If notice of a dispute IS to chugcs is not 
rc:cieivcd in writing within thirty (JO) days after I bi1J has been rtndered, the 
billing will be coosidcrecl comet and binding. 

D. CUSlomcr is responsible for payment of all St.ale and local taxes (i.e. grou 
receipu tax.. sales we, municipal utilities tax) which shall be listed IS separa!e 
line items and which are not included in Cvriet's quoted rues. 

E. Cusiomers will be charged a fee oo all cbeclu issued to Camcr which are 
returned due to non-sufficient funds. 

2.6.6 A~tion ofCIJar:scs 

Tbe charges for service are 1ho!e in .effect for the period that service is furnished. 

ISSUD> BY: Brad J . Tayles. Prcsidcm 
The Free Nctwon:, L.L.C. 

£f11EC11V£: 

1607 E. Bi3 BeaYet Rd., Suite IOS 
Troy. Michigan 4808) 



The Free Network, LLC. SD P.U.C. TariffNo. 1 
Original Sheet No. 17 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.6.7 Cusomer Complaint Procedure 

Carrier will resolve any disputes brought to its anention as promptly nnd effectively 
IS possil>le. 

Cust.omer inquiries, complaints or notices may be made in writing to the C-Ompany at 
the address stated in this tariff or viia the Customer Services toll free number. 1-800-
393-7300. 

Any unresolved disputes may be dircaed 10 the anc:ruion of the South Dakota Public 
Utilities Commission at : 

SOO East Capitol Avenue 
Piem., South Dakota 57501-5070 
(605) 773-3201 or 
J-3QQ..33i!-l 782 

In the event of a dispute concerning an invoice, the CUS1omer must pay a sum equal 
to the amount of the undisputed portion of the bill. Service shall not be disconnected 
for nonpayment of the disputed ponion of the bill for 30 days after rendition of the 
disputed bill. 

2. 7. I Credit Upon C§ncellation 

ISSUED: 

Where Carrier cancels a service and the final service period is less than the monthly 
billing period, a credit will be iSStJt!d for any amounts paid in ad\-ance, prorated u 
I/30th of the monthly recurring charge for each day the service was not rendered. 
This credit will be issued to the customer or applied against the balance rerrwning on 
the customcf's account. 

EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. T ayles. President 
The Free Networlc. L.L.C. 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rd., Suite IOS 
Troy. Michigan 48083 



SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 18 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.7.2 Djgo.ucaioo o(Sayjc:e by Ctuier 

A. rive (S) days prior no6cc of pending cfuc:onncction sball be rcnden,d to 
al1l0rnen ,ating fonh the reuoll(s) b the notice and the final date by which 
the acco11a1 is to be fCtl.led or specific liClioc iv.en. Sud! no(icc shall be 
f01wardcd to the alStomer via U.S. mail and will be considered rmdesed 
when ddiwred to the last known address of the respon,lble party. 

B T 111moiuion service wi11 be rdi.tfed or diJconoeaed. after notice as set forth 
below. for any of the following reasons: 

I. 

2., 

3. 

4. 

S. 

6. 

7. 

Without notice in the event ofa coodition on the automa's premises 
delmnined by the Carrier 10 be haz.ardous. 

Without notice in the cvc:n1 of customer's use in a manner which may 
ldvendy affect the Carrier's equipment or service to others. 

Without notice in the evcm of wnpcring with equipment furnished 
and owned by the Canier 

Without notice in the event of unauthorized use. 

After &.-e (S) days wrinen notice.. for oow.ion of or noocompliance 
with the Canier's rules on file with the Commission. the requirements 
of municipal ordinances ot law perWning io ihe services. 

After 1M (5) days writteo notice for~ oft.he QlStomtr to permit 
Curler reasonable access to iu cquipmenL 

Upon five (S) days prior wrinen notice for nonpayment of any 
ttgUl.ued sum due 10 Carner 

EFFECnVE: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Tayles, Pre.,ident 

The Free Necwort, LL.C. 
1607 E. Big Beavcr Rd.. Suite I 05 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



~ Frtt Network. LLC. SD P U C Tariff No I 
Original Sheet No 19 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARJFF 

2 7 2 pjsconncc,ion o( Sgyice by Canig (contd ) 

8 After five (S) days wrincn notice. for failure of the CUSlomer or 
prospeaive customer to furnish any service equipment. permits, 
certificates or rights of way specified by Carrier 10 be furnished as a 
condition ror obulning service_ or for the withdrawal of that same 
equipment or the 1cnnin;aiion oflhose p=issions or rights. or for the 
failure of the customer or prospeaive customer to fulfill the 
contractu&l obligations imposed upon the customer as conditions of 
obtaining service 

2 1 l Fragiorol Credits for Monthly Billed Sgyjccs 

Credits for a fractional pan of a month arc calculated by counting the rmnber of days 
remaining in the billing period after service WI$ di~ntinucd The number or days 
remaining in the billing period is divided by •hiny and the resultant fraction is then 
nwlriplied by the monthly charge to arrive ar be credir amount 

2 1 4 Advance Pavmen,~ 

The company will ,1ot collect advance payments 

ISSUED: EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Tayles. Prcsidfflt 
The Free Network. L.L.C. 
1607 E Big Beaver Rd.. Suire I OS 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



'1k Frer NetwOR. LLC. SD P.U.C. Tariff No. l 
Original Shed No. 20 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TAJUFF 

SECTION 3 • DESCRIPTION QF SERVICE AND RATES 

1.1 Tanjng ore.an,. 
The customer's mcnh!y us,ae ~ fOf Ctnier ~ are based upoo the 1oul llUIJlber 
of muaites the ewlOm!:rUSCS and service op6on$ subsaibed IO. Omgabielime bqpm wbe1J 
the u:JCB,c ctioo is csublished between the calling mrioo and the called smion or PBX. 
Cllllgable time end$ when either party "bangs up .• 

3.2 Seryjoe Pqjod 

f,lf billiDg purposes. the Stlrt of service is the first day oo which service is available for U!IC 

by the customer. The end of service date is the lasa day or arry portion of the I~ day for 
which ,cnice WU provided by Carrier. 

3.3 Jmqconnectjog 

Service fumi.shed by Carrier may be interoonnectecl with services or fac,lities of other 
autborizt:d commmicatiom common caniers and with privale systems, subject to the 
tcc:hnic:al 6mitations c:mblished by Carrier. SeMce fumish,:d by Carrier is not J1111 of a joint 
underuking with such other amets. An:y sp«:ial interface equipment shall be provided It the 
a.tSlomer'S expense 

lnterconnectioo with the facilities or services of other carriers shall be under the applicable 
terms and c:ooditions Of this tariff. The QISIOmer is I tsf)Oldll>le (or UOOng all nooesR,Y legal 
stq,s for iota CXNincc:ting his OJ3lomer-provided terminal equipment or COIIID1IJIDQOOI.\S 
S)'SlelllS with Carria's. The aistomer shall ,c,am: all liocnses. penniu, right-of-ways. and 
other 81 I u,setuenu DC'C'CSA,Y for such :interc:onoec:tioo. 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Tayles. President 
The Frei: NdWolt. l..LC. 

EFFECTIVE: 

1607 E. Big~ Rd., Suite: I OS 
Troy, Midiigan 48083 



Tk Frtt Nec-rti. LLC. SD P U.C. Tariff No I 
Original Sheet No 21 

TELECOM.'.WNICATIONS SERVICES TARJFF 

3 4 Jgmjnal EquiPrornl 

l.4 I Cmier's service may be used with or terminaled in c:usiomer provided tennmal 
equipment or customer provided communica1io11 S)'Sltms. such as ttlcprinten. 
bmfxls or dlu sets Such terminal equipment shall be furnished and maintainccf 11 
the ccpcnse of the customer. The QI.Slomer is responsible for all costs at his premises, 
ind! dog CUSlomer personnel wiring, electrical po~w. and the like inc:urred in his IUC 
of Carrier's service 

3 4 2 Whcn terminal equipment is used. the equipment shall not interfere with service 
furnished to other customers. Additional protective equipment. if needed. shall be 
cmplovcd a.t the c:ustomer's expense 

U5aBC charges for any mileage sauitivc products ,,re ba$Cd on the airline distance between 
rare ccn1ers associaled wilh tbe originating and te ninatin& poilllS of the call. 

The airline mileage between me centers is daennined by applying tbe fonnula below lo tbe 
vertical and horizontal coordinates associated with tbe rate centers involved. The company 
uses tbe rate a:niers and ~ted venial and horizontal coordinates genenlly used within 
tbe indusuy 

' CVI - V2)' +CHI - HlV 
V 10 

l .6 Minimum c,u Completjon Rate 

The eus1omcr an expec:1 a call completion rate ofm~ of calls 111c:mp1ed during peaJc use 
periods for FearurcGroop D (I +) services 

l 7 PromQ(ional Waiows 

The Company may. from time 10 time. make promotional offering., to enhance marketing of 
services These promotioml off~ win be subjea 10 Commisswn approval prior 10 

implemcnwioa. 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J T l)'1es. P, esideut 
The Free Nctwori:.. L LC 

£FF'ECT1\-'E: 

1607 E Big Beaver Rd .. Suite IOS 
Troy. Michigan 48083 
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TIit fru Nm.wt.. LLC. SO P.U.C. TaiffNo. I 
Oripl SIied No. 22 

TELECOMMUN1CATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

1.1 Sqyi;:q Offiaiw• 

l .8 I H1 I ToQ Sayipe (MT'S) 

• 1 + • DiaiQg is • t · w:d by oasromer's tdq L wic lines ballg pn:,g, wad by die local 
tdcpt l>ilC cc 4 , (I.EC) 10 •• • :ally rouie I+ calls to the C 14 ,'s OdMll't.. 

3.8.2 b,bound 80M8S Scoige 

Inbound Sro'l88 Service is vi¥tual baMlcd iaboill!d IOI tcnice w11ic:b pcrmill call to 
be ~cd • the UIIOmer's loelrioo withoul daqe to die caliag 11111>'· Access 
to the tcnice is pined by dialillg a em lfajl • h 1t n aumbc:r wllidl ta · es • the 
tuSIOlller's loatioa Inbound lm'll8 mwa oripe via DOl1!III IIMRld me 
fac;&ics and are terminalcd via the Q.lllomcn' local e I « tcnice acciea line 

Carrier wil accept a p,'OSpCClive labonnd 80MIU scnice omccna's request for up 
10 !.CD (10) td 1• w aumben and wiJ mave such mmbc:r(s) cxi a fint come finl 
- basis. Al requests for runber resc:t'VllbOIIS IIILISI be ame in wriliag. daed and 
siped by a ttsp silk 1qacstilbCh-e of'the cmtomrr. Carrier does DOI guanmlee 

the availability of' aud,a(s) md usigocd Tbe tdc,ihooc IUDbcr(s) so requested. 
if round to be 1\-.l&. will be re,en,:d for and fumishcd 10 the cigjb&e QI.Slomer. 

If I onzomer who ms l'COCM:d an :800f8l8 IUIJba' does DOI 3Ubsc:ribe lo the 
Coqway· s lnbomd 800'888 servic:e within 90 days.. the Co,upauy rescna the righl 
IO ab: tbe assigned number available for ux by anochcr cmtomer. 

ISSV'ED IIY: Btad J T a,fa. Pl c:sidall 
TIie Free Jlldwoft.. L LC. 
1607 E. Bis Bc:av«:r Rd • Suilc I OS 
Troy. Mdlipl 41083 



~ Fne Nmron, LLC. SOP.UC. Tariff No. I 
Original Shed No. 2J 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES T ARlFF 

3.8J J:rml Card Sgyjce 

Allows subscribers wbo are away &om home or office to place c:alls by gaining access 
to the ncn..m ~ia Ill 800 number and personal identification number ~ by the 
Company. 

J .8.4 Pirm9!Y AJPSfll9C 

Din:aory Assistance wul be provided by the C&mer-11 the per call charge as set fonh 
in Section 4 of this tariff: 

J .8.S Opcmor Sgyjcg 

The Company docs ooc provide opentor services. Opcrau,r asmu:d calls an: 
defaulted to and billed dircc:tly by the underlying carrier. 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Tayies. P.esideot 
The Fnie Netwon, LLC. 
l«J7 E. Big~ Rd.. Suite I 05 
Troy. Miclligan 43083 



11w !Fret~ LLC. SD P.U.C TarilTNo. I 
Original SIied No. 24 

TELECOMJ.fUNlCATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

S£CJ1QN • - RAJES AND CHARGES 

4.1 Uppr Qwsn and Biffina lnyqr,qu 

411 U:sChqq 

llsagii:dases artFWWW .. Y flat rared. Jlo~. if any usage dJarsa are delenninc:d 
by die lime c4 day me periods and miaus of u,e witmi CICb ,-e period. the file 

period is deu.miocd by the timellld day c4 can oi igi1111ioo at the aistoma's loc&lioo 

4. 1.2 N&rtww 11 

lJ1l8C is bi1led in acc:ordance with the billiDs ioa emau:s set forth in the irw:fivwal 
prockia l'llf seaiocis of Ibis tam[ AD putial usage will be rounded up 1.0 the next 
bigbest 'A.::. a* billins inu dDdlL 

• 1.3 Rouncfuw 

ISSUED: 

AB calls are rounded to the next mgllcsl billing imerval Any plJtial a:ms per can will 
be toundc,d up to tbc next highest whole cent.. 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. T aylcs, Presidau 
Tot frao: Netwoit. LLC. 
1607 E. Big Beaw:r Rd.. Suite I 05 
Troy. Mie:1-Agari .f8083 



11w: Frw Nfflr• L L C. SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sbcel No. 25 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

.c.2 Switd)ed 6c:cm Qu:1boync:t RaJes 

TFNOB Plan I: 
TFN08 Plan 2: 
TFNOB Plan l : 
TFNOB Plan 4: 

Rate per mjnutc 

S0.169/miDutc 
SO. I S9/mimte 
S0.14lhninute 
S0.139/mirute 

BiDcd in six scoood ina dbditS. 

4.J Inbound JOO lwes 

TFNlB Pfau I: 
TFNlB Plan 2: 

Rite per minute 

S0.109/mimre 
S0.089/minlle 

BiDcd in six second ina unem:s. 

TFNCCP\m I : 
TFNCC Plan 2: 

Rate pg M!nu1c 

S0.19/mioole 
S0.23/minute 

BiDcd in six secoad inacmaas. 

ISSCm BY: Bflld J. Tayles. Pn:sideol 
The fRie Netwoot_ LLC. 
161)7 E. Big 8cawr Rd.., Suirit I OS 
Troy. ~fid,iga11 4tOi3 



SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Shed No. 26 

TB..ECOMMUNICA TIONS SERVICES T ARJFF 

l.>im:l.oJy assistance will be prm-idcd a1 a charge of so.as per all 

" 6 LIie Pnmcm Pffllltv 

Customers will be c:harged I .S"· of any UDO!IDIS owed to tbe Company beyond tbe due ewe 
as Sd forth within this tariff. 

4.7 Dishono1 ed Check Chars 

All Q.IStomers issuing dishonored check( s) will be charpi a fee of $20.00 per check. 

4.8~ 

The Company may, from time to time. make promotional offerings to enhance man:eting of 
seMCCS. These promolional offerings will be subject 1.0 Commission approval prior to 
implcmeSJwion. 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED BY: Brad J. Tayk.1. President 
The Free Networlc. L.L.C. 

EFFECTIVE: 

1607 E. Big &m:r Rd .• Suite 10:S 
Troy. Michigan 48083 



SD P.U.C. TariffNo I 
Originll Sbcct No 27 

TEI..ECOMMUNICA TIONS SERVlCES T ARIFf 

A molllhly Fcdcnl PICC shall be charged to each tclephooc number thas is presm:ri,ed to 
carrier per the following: 

Primary rcsidc::nbal line 
AdditiooaJ or lCCOlldary residential line 
Single line business line 
Multi-line business line 
Cacexline 
Minirne mool.hly charge for ccntrex 
ISONBRI 
ISDN P'Rl 

Sl.03/linc 
S2.5o.'line 
SI 03/line 
$4.25/linc 
$051/line 
$4.25 
$2.50/BRJ 
$21.21/PRJ 

4.10 Ulim:af Sqyjoe Fund Qwac 

4.11 

A IIIOlllhly Federal Unm:nal Service fund we shall be added to each bill bued upon the total 
~~ 

A suida.i,e shall be assessed for ead1 call made from I pay telephone 10 an 800 number or 
using I tnvd card and dialing the carrier prefix in the f onn IO I X:XXX AlthousJ1 collec:ted 
00 the CUSIOUJe". S bill. this clwge is rcimbuned to pey cdcpbone setVicc provider. The initial 
cblrge is SO 40 per call. but may vary from time to time as the fcdcnl Comnamications 
Commissioo or payphone service providtn c:NqJe the rate for pay 1dcphooe oompen11•ioo. 

ISSVED: 

ISSV£D BY: Brad J. Tayfcs. P,dided 
TIie me Nerwor1t. L LC. 
1607 E Bis ~-er Rd. Suite I OS 
Troy. M',cbipn 48083 
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Income S1atement 

FOR MA('l;AGEM£NT USF. ONLY 

l~Eaded 

--CX-.CWSll'fl .OISCOlJ"1' • Utm>tAL 
COl,00$10N lNC'OME • UN1DW. 
llllJIOE) OQ;CSj 

SALES· MA113W.S 
a.EQS'BAlJON FEES 
llENEWAL FEE 
MlSC SA1.ES AND FEES 

TOTAl.1-

ea. of Oocm SoW 
l'ltJHTm MATEIJALS 
n.AININCi WAlnJALS 
WDWATDW..S 
PAYMENT'S lO llEPS 
fJ.£1GUT 

TOT AL. c-al Goods Sold 

GI.OSS PROfTT 

p' :s 
AOVBTIS!NG Alm PltOMOTION 
CAA£XP£NSE 
LUC AND CR.EDrT CAJl.D FEES 
DEJIUCIATIOH AND AMOllTIZATrO 
QJAA£NTE!D PA VMENTS 
tNSUIWoiC£ 
OO'EJl.EST EXPENSES 
0'1'lCE £XP£NSE:s 
WAGES ANO 8ENffJTS 
J'OST AGE. A14> .D£UVEJlY 
l'IUHl'lNG AND a£1'ROOUC'T10NS 
ftilf£SSIONAl. fF.E.S 
TAlCES 
TEl.EJlltONE 
MREJ FSS satll\CE 
'IRA VEl. AND LOOGtNC 

Odla' ,-« E,:pcows 
Ol'lifR. EXPa«sES 

TOTAL. Omer l.aCoa< • Eaf,clt1,ts 

~BEKI\ETAXES 

Naf110fl'T 

JDJ:11)' JI, 1"9 

($21,lll.al) 
202.590.14 
(~) 

40,77271 
),US.00 

7S.OO 
(ll4.S1) 

211..S'6.&J 

6.'7SI 74 
14,&4624 
4,lG) .40 

9l,1$&.12 
1,17566 

l,IMS7 
l.'7ZJ..17 
l,lSl.41 
2.J2i.OO 

21,IB& II 
2.m,a 
1.161.n 

1+.613.n 
-HJJM .4 7 
2,IS&.w 
2.0l.¥1 
11.221W 

76 l/2 
l .4"11 ft 

))07) 

,, 112)4 

(39,940.21) 

(610.W) 

(61040) 

{40..;5061) 

~'4.5.50.61) 

•ll.11% 
fl.I% 
42% 
11.7% 

U'k. 
00,,. 

-4.1% 

1.1% 
6.1% 
JO% 

42.nl, 
1.6% 

SI 3'I. 

4L'7% 

OS% 
01% 
001. 
l.l~ 

'·"" 14% 
• 1% 
6.1% 

l<UY. 
1.0% 1.3.,,. 
1.1% 
0.0% 
U% 
112% 
7.3% 

-11.C,:. 

·11&% 

(m,2)1.0l) 
llll..S,0.14 

{4;QJO) 
40.71271 

l,ll.SOO 
1,00 

Cll4 S7) 

6 ,1$1.74 
14,146.l& 
4,MI 40 

f ) ,156 U 
'7,17S,6l, 

126.900 111 

l,1.94.S, 
1.723$1 
1.lSUI 
UJS.00 

21.034.11 
2.IIU 71 
11.161 l) 

14,61) 33 
44,0&447 
2.JS60, 
Ull.SJ 
Ull.00 

1<i.92 
),OS&.91 

ll0.73 
l.i.11214 

I l0.Sll6 116 

() 9,94021) 

{610 40) 

(610 4U) 

(40>50 61) 

1W.5S06IJ 

· ll.11% 
93.l'k. 
..0.2% 
11.7% 
1.4% 
0.11% 
-41" 

JOO.Im 

l . l'k. 
6.h. 
2 ""· 42 1% 
}.6% 

,;a l 'k. 

417" 

0.5,(,. 
01% 
06% 
11" 
9.1% 
1.4% 
4.1% 
6.7'Y. 

2U.J% 
1m. 
I 1% 
) .1% 
011% 
14% 
02% 
7.3¥, 

•II 4% 

-0 )% 



Income Stm.ement 
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,-,. 31, 1999 
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CASB AHD 1:QmVAU:Hrs 
ACCOUNT'S UCEvABLE 

lOrAL. 0..Aam 

'-it"-. 
ACOM• ,1'1!1) DEPRl!OATIQ!c 
COMl'U1ns 
OFFltt £QUIPMEHr 
omtt Amnl.a£ 
l'ltONI! SYffliM 
'lllO£,O JlENODucnoNs 

10I'AL.ADd~ 

OlllaAan; 
EMPl.OYEE ADVAJQS 
IJMlfflaY A.$$EJ'S 
AAX!Ja«Jl..UED~110N 
CDaANY L.Oooa IMAGE 
SOflWAJt,£ 
l'lWJENAax 
l'II.E7AID CEJl11f'K'.ATION 
SECUanV DOustr 

TOTAL Odie.-AaM 

TOTAL. ASSErs 

J..ai,r-Ta:m I laNlldes: 
LOANS FROM MEMllEJts 

TOT .AL LOCl&-T ct1D lllbt1ilia 

10T Al.. l.lABll.JTIES 

1->ll,19119 

ASSETS 

SlO. llo.JlS 
l6JJ16J 7t 

()6.01& OIi) 
4f,.s} Qf 
12.0tl 12 
l.S.&S471 
1,.11120 

1$)11 

l7.l'l7w 
100,1'6..].f 

(S,lOQ.CIO) 
16.'lVl.oo 
l.7'000 
l,IOOOO 

10.000.00 
l,7SO.OO 

Sl'J .60ll3l 
(16HOJ 

(IS,410.ll) 
l!n,93U9 

7.549.47 
2,77$.69 

370.000.00 
220.111.70 

15~.07 
1,43ll.14 

421,110 '14 

T-U. P.AA$ HU 

S6.ll67. IO 

207,435.24 

U ll.49UO 

42¥, II0. 74 



Balance Sheet 

FOR ~lANAGEMENT PVRP0$S ONLY 

~31,1999 

MB4lEJl 'EQUrrY 
PIUOa l'OJOD ADJUSTMl!NTS 
JIBJ'AIM!t) £AIN1HGS 
v-~baiqs 
TOTAL CAflTAL 

(llJ.,llll6 :ill) ,u,u, 
(6,0, 71.S. 91) 

(40.5$0.61) 

T·JJ• P.MS HU 



George Venume 
1607 E. Big Beaw:r Rd. 
Suite ns 
Troy, 1\9 48083 

VRaliaoo Tcma:iano 
1607 F.. Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite 105 
Troy, M1 48083 

Oavidl Rul2 
1607 E. Big 8eaYef Rd. 
Suite 105 
Troy, M1 48083 

EXHIBITF 

UST OF 20%0R GR.EATER. SHAREHOU>ERS 

% of Sham Held 

24% 

24"/o 

24% 
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South Dakota Public UtllltiH Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of April 1, 1Ht thtough April 7, 1999 

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, OY8fflight expressed, 0< mailed to you, please 
eo1 ltad Delaine Kolbo within five business days of this filing. 

Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809 

TEl.ECOIIIIUNICA T10NS 

TCtt-031 In the Mau.r of the F1Ung by FlberComm, LC. for an Exemption from 
Developing Company Speclflc Cost-&sed Switched Ac C 111 Ra1N.. 

FIYvComm, LC. has filed, pursuant to ARSD 20:10:27, a petition to be exempted from the 
req,.ritement of developing intrastate switched access rates based on C001)8nY 8pecillc coa1a. 
FbefComm. LC. has also filed a proposed switdled access tariff. 

~ Analyst Michele Farris 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Dale Fiecl: 04J01199 
lntenlenlion Deadline: 04123199 

TCft.032 In the llbtlllr of the FIiing for Approv I of an ln18rconnection Agreement 
belwNn City of Hawarden and HurtSand Tdecommunicattona Company of 
Iowa .. 

Any party wishing to C01,u,18fl, on the agre(lnleflt may do so by fillng written comments with Che 
Ca11111ission lW,d the parties to the agreement no later than April 28. 1999. Parties to the 
ag,w1e11t may file written responses to the comments within twenty days of service of the 
ou, 11 oe, lls. 

Stiff Analyst: Har1an Best 
5'afJ Anomey: Camron Hosed( 

Data Fied: 04,!01199 
Comments Due: 04128199 

In the llatl8f of the Ai>P'ieatlon of The FrM ... fwotit, LLC. for a C.rtlflcatl 
of Autflority to Provide Telecommu:nlc.ations Services In South Dakota. 

The Free Network. LLC. proposes to offer resold intrastate long distance setvices to the 
~ an a stlluwicle basis in the state of South C~ota. The services to be provided are 
Message Toi Service. Incoming 800/888 and Tnr ,el Card services. 



Sad~~~ 
staff Momey: Camron Hoseck 

. Date Fled-: 04'01/99 
lnleNention Deadline: 04/23199 

TCl9-0M In the Matier of the Appfk:ation of erbla Nlitwon, Inc. for a Celtifica18 of 
Authority tD Provide T1h cClfflfflllllli, atlarns Set vices in South Dakota. 

AppkaUon of ed>ia Network, Inc. fof a Cef1ificale d Authority to provide i lb.stale 
ti!ll11c-o111r,unicatioos setVices in South o.ota. ed>ia is propomg to offer inlerexhange 1+ and 
101XXXX direct outbound dlafing, 800l888 to1 free inbound dialing and lnM!l card services in 
South Dak.oCa. 

Staff .Analyst Daw IIICClOSOll 
staff ,Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Filed: 04J02J99 
lnten/ention Deadine 04/23/99 

l'C99,435 In the llatilr of the Application of 8-q~ Comm~UoM Company 
for a C..tll'k:ate of Authority tD Provide Tel1communk::ationl Services In 
South Dakota. 

Bladcstone Communications Company is a reseller which intends to offer 1+ and 101XXXX 
d'irect outbound dialing, 800/888 tel-free inbound dialing. travel card and prepaid calling card 
SeMOe. 

Staff Ana}yst Keith Senger 
Staff Attnmey: Karen CR!fflef 
Dat8 Flied: 04/07199 
lnteNention Deadline: 04/23199 

You may receive this isling and other PUC pct>icalloos via our website or via internet tHnail. 
You may subscribe Of unsubscribe to the PUC mailing lists at http://www.state.sd.us/puc/ 

2 



1-L Nowabky 
Bmj,amin W. Bronston 
Edward P. Gothard 

Via £q,nss Dltivuy 

Harlan Besa 
Utility Analyst 

NOWALSKY, BRONSTON & GOTHARD 
A Profcslonal limited wl>ility Company 

Attomtyut Law 
3500 N. Cau-ay BoultVll?d 

S!Ulte 1442 
Metlirie, l.Qulslana 70002 
Tclepkon:e: (504) 8J2.1984 
Facsimile: (504) 8314)892 

May 3, 1999 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
SOO E. Capitol Avenue 
Pierre, SD S7SO I 

RE.: TIie Free Networt, LLC. {T<."99-U3) 

Dear Mr. Besa: 

Monica IL Borne 
EllmAnn G. Sands 

Enclosed please find an original and two (2) copies of the responses to your requests for information 
dated April I 2. I 999. I have marked the responses according 10 the numbering set fonh in your 
lllQUCSU. 

If you should have any questions or require additi.onal information, please do not hesiwe to call. 

Monica R. Borne 

Eadosure 
ex:: Vrtaliano Terracciano. The Free Networlc 



Requests #1, #5 and #6 

Tariff Revisions 
Amended Original Sheets 10, 12, 16 and 27 



SD P.U.C. TaritfNo. I 
Origi II Sheet No. 10 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.J Use of $mice 

Servioc may not be used for any unlawful purposes. 

The trinimum period for service is one montih (30 days) unless otherwise noted in the 9l!MCC 
dcsaiption. 

2.4 Lla!,jlity o(Cfrriq 

The provisions of this section are not intended 10 restria or limit a aJSlOOlCr' s rights under 
SDCL 49-13-1 and 49-13-1.1. If any provisions of this section conffict with SOCL 49-13-1 
or 49-1 J.-1 .1, the l&lcr will prevail 

2.4.1 Carrier shall not be liable 10 any person, mm or entity for damages. either direct. 
indirect. consequential. special, incidcnl&I. actual. punitive, or for any otbet damages 
or for my lost profiu of any kind or IIINrC whatsoever, arising out of rnisl1kes, 
accidents. errors. omissions, intemipcions, ddays or defects in transmissions. nae 
awed by the carriet. 

lSSUD>: EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: Bred J Tayles. President 
The Free NC(WOO(. LL C. 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rd.. Suite 105 
Troy, Mjcbigan 48083 



'rlle J!ne NdWor'k. LLC. SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 12 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVlCES TARIFF 

2.4 JqpljJyofCanjg 

2. 4.3 ( cootirued) 

8 . Claims for patent infiingement of copyright or unauthorized use of any 
trademark.. trade name. or savice rnark arising out of the matenal.. data 
information. or other ooment transmiued over the carrien facilities; and 

C. All other claims arising out of any act or omission by the rustomer in 
connection with any servioe provided by Carner. 

2.4.4 Cumr shall not be liable for loss, claims. demands. suits. or other actions, or any 
bbiJity whatsoever, whether suffered, made, instituted, or assened by the customer 
or by any party or persons. for III penonal injury to, or death o( any penon 01' 

pcr,om. and for any lo$$. damage, ~ Cf~ or claimed to have been 
caused d:in:cdy or indirectly by the install.iion, operation. failure to operate, 
maintc:nance, condition. location. or use that s not the direct result of the Carrier',s 
negligence. No l8ClltS or employee3 of other carriers shall be deemed to be agents 
or employees of Carrier. 

ISSUED: EFF£CTIVE: 

ISSUD) BY: Brad J. Tayles. President 
The Free NetWOfk. LL.C. 
I 607 E. Big Beaver R4., Suit.e I 05 
Troy, Michigan 48083 



TM Ffte Ndw• .. LLC SD P.U.C. Tariff No. I 
Original Sheet No. 16 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

2.6.S PJYJJPI of<Jw:aq 

A. Service is provided and billed on a monthly (30 day) basis. Charges bucd on 
adUII IJSl8t during a mootb will be billed monthly in arrears. 

B. Bills are payable upon ra:.ei;pr of invoice. Customers will be charged a Luo 
payment ponalty in tho amoum of one and one-half pera:ot ( 1.5%) per month 
on ddincpiem mnints and will be I esponsiblo for any charges asaocieted with 
di,o. o«tion a:id recooncction of savic:e. A bill will be COl11idoffil 
ddinquent afu:r thirty (30) days from rendition of tho invoice. 

C. 1n tho~ of a dispute w 1q a bill, Customer musa pay a aim c,qua1 to 
tho amount of tho undisputul portion of tho biil and pi occod with complaint 
procedures set forth in this tariff. If noticic of a disputo as to charges is not 
~ iii writing within 180 days after I bi.!l lw been rendtttd, I.be billing 
will be CONiden:d correct and binding. 

D. Customer is •CS9()!1Sible for payment of all state and local taxes (to. gross 
mce:ipu blX. sales lax, municipal ulilities taX) which shall be listed as separaie 
line items and which are not included in Carrier's quoted rates. 

E. Customers will be dwgcd a fee oo &!I chocks iS5UCd to Carrier wbidJ are 
returned due to noo-sufficicllt funds. 

2.6.6 Appiicatjon o{Charges 

The dmges for service arc those in dfoct for the period that service is furnished. 

ISSUED: 

ISSUED UV: Brad J. Tayles. Premcor 
The Free Nc:twcn. L.L.C. 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rd., Suite I OS 
Troy, Midiipi 4$083 



11llr Fret Nd••t.. LLC. SD P.U C. T,rifi'No I 
Original Sheet No. 27 

m..ECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES TARIFF 

A IIIOlllhly Fcdend PICC shall be dwged to aich 1dephooe nuni>o" tba is prcsutiacri,cd to 
carrier per tbe fono,.,,iilg: 

Efiar,,e Jmmy I, 1999: 

,.._, ,esiduc.J line 
NMiriN•w or lrJCi)jdriy ,esiM:le.•ial line 
Sia(!le line t,,dine,s line 
~ t,,JSium line 
Cearrct line 
M[ · N•bll moaahly ~ for cmln:X 

ISDNBRJ 
ISDNPRJ 

SI.OJ/line 
$2.SOl!ine 
SI.OJ/line 
S4.2Sfliae 
SO SI/line 
S4.2S 
S2.S<lt'BIU 
$21.21/PRJ 

4.10 Uiima,I $ro;cc fund CJwm; 

4 II 

A lDDICly Federal Umenal Service Fund tax 1hal be addclf to each bill baed upoa tbe total 
biDcd reYalUCS. 

A .., diatse shall be as,cs,ed for each call made from a pay t 1., Joi, , .. , to III IOO IUllbcr or 
usiQg a llaw:I card and dialing the carrier prefix in the form 101 xxxx. Akboqit, o ,a.,,,., 
oo the o!Slomcr's bill. this charge is reimbur,td to pay telephone ,en.ice provider. 

ISSUED BY: BIid J Tl)'lcs. Plcsidena 
lbe Free N«woct., L.LC. 
lfH7 E. Big Beswr Rd.. Suite I OS 
Troy, Mictipn 480IJ 



Requnt#2 

ARSD 20:10:24:02{8) 
Current Financial Statements 



Cotpor"I" 1 k.,Jqw ner,, 
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Request #3 
Rtgardiag Financial Stakmtnts 

1be Compeny does DOI OJrTClll:ly h8Yc fios:ocial staternc:ftS showiz!g n:veaue and eqi • • s for 
lEL : w PDir#inm mivily ~ fitJm the Dlllkdiug aaivitia. SiDOc the C001p1Dy only bqpn 
,u:ei.iag ib resale ctniFi M;NIS m 1999, !he Cc ..... ny is in !he prCICC:U of gw:aiag ilS 
'"ftMMIMIMPlli arions opaatiotts fUIDll8 in !he IClla ~ these OdlW arions wm: o«•i-S 



Request#4 

ARSD 20:10:24:02(13) 
Federal Tu Identification Number 

The Company's Fedaal Tax Identification Number isJll-3360921. 



Reqotst #4 

ARSD 20:10:2':02(14) 
Switcmng Complaints 

1\e C 14• ) is arraidy opcnziilg u • a,i:rll for UniDial.. and u tueb bu DOl ad -, 
4 I · s filc:d ..- it wida-, w or federal .rqp.alllory ··•·• •• · ca ,egaadqJ the~ 

•ildsi..g ol' a m,iomcr· s tdeooumari eons provider Ind the act ol' c:hargil!g QIStofflC:rs for xrvices 
dill 111,e IIDI bcm arderCll TI-: C .. , •• y is in the process o( ~ its t,elo • - • IIM MIS n:sale 
lfnia:s up and l'IIIDlll8 in tho,e states where it bas oblaincd oertificstion. 

• 



Request#7 

ARSD 20:10:24:02(10) 
Statement or Good Standing 

The Applicant is in good stlllding with the appropriale regulatory asency in aU states whm: 
it is cunaidy ~ or cenified. 



Leon L Now.ahky 
Bcnj1min W. Bn>ruton 
Edward P. Goth.ml 

Mr. Camroo Hosec:k 

NOWALSKY, BRONSTON & GoTiiARD 
/\ Protmion.tl Llmi~ l.i.&biliry Company 

Attonwys at Lew 
3500 N. UU5e'Wilf Boulrnrd 

Suite 1442 
Mdai..,.,, Louisi.uui 70002 
T.-lq,honr: (SOt) 832-1984 
f~mile: (504) 83Ul892 

May6. 1999 

Monica R. 8omr 
EilmAnn C. Sands 

RECEIVED 
MAY I 31999 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Soulb Dako1a Public Utilities Commissio.1 
SOO E. Capitol Avaiue 
Pir.rTe. SD S 750 I 

Dear Mr. Hoseck· 

EncbiNI plmc find an original and two (2) copies of amended original tariff sheets 10 and 12 which 
bn,e been revised per OUT 1dephoue OOffllU'S&tioa earlier 1od.ly. 

lfyou should~ any questions. please do noc hesitate 10 call_ 

~~ 
Monica R. Borne 

Eodosun: 



11lie Flft N«-11. LLC. SO P.U.C. Tarift"No. I 
Original Shees No. 10 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICES T AR1FF 

2.3 Ug of Sqyjce 

The minim an paiod for semoe is one momh (30 days) unless ochtrwise noted in the llnice 
dbaqn,u. 

2.4 I ;;+y o{Carriq 

The .-u•isioas of dlis ..::bOCI are DOt idnwkd to ralria or limit a anromrr·s rights under 
SDCl.49-13-1 aad 49-1)..1.1. lfllD)' piO~ oflDS..::bOCI caallict 'Mlb SOCJ..49-13-1 
or 49-13-1. 1. Ihm the 11'1*' ahle South Dakoaa law shlll pmrail. 

2.4.1 Cmier sball DOl be ilblc lo my pc:nocl. firm or clllily for 1 1 , cidier 6rect, 
indirca. co«DCqo acnriaf spcc:ial. incidercaJ aaual, p;milM. or D my other d .... 1 
or for my losl profits of my kind or llltlR whaboc.-cr, .-mag OUI of mimkcs, 
ICCidcru, erron, omissiom. illlenupcioas. dew,s or clefcas in b P i•siom. DOt 

caDCd by the carrier. 

ISSUED BY: Bnd J Taylr:s, Pv~ 
TIie Fnic NClwort. L.L.C. 
1607E. Bi3 &uwrllcl. Suite IOS 
Troy, M: hie aol3 



ne free Nctww .. LLC. SD P.U.C. TariffNo. I 
Original Sbeel No. 12 

TELECOMMUNlCA TIONS SERVICES T AR1FF 

2.4 J i1Mi1x ofynjq 

2.4.3 (aldirwwd) 

8. Claims for pasmt in:mnganent of copyright or W!.1lllhorizcd U$C of any 
U'ldelmrk, trade mme.. or savice l1llrlt arising out of the material. data 
infix i1llOOU, Of ocher content tnnsmitted ova- the carriers fv.ifities; and 

C. All ocher claims arising out of any act or omission by the cuuomer in 
co,rneai,oo with 1l1f'j seMCC provided by Cmicr. 

ISSUED: EFFECTIVE: 

ISSUED BY: BBd J. Taylcs, Presidau 
The Free Networt. L L.C. 
1607 E. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 105 
Troy, Micmgm 48083 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IH ntE IIATTER OF ntE APPLICATION OF ) 
THE FREE NETWORK. LLC. FOR A ) 
CERTIACATE OF AUTHORITY TO PROVlOE ) 
TELECOIHIUNICATIONS SERV1CES IN ) 
SOU1lt DAKOTA ) 

ORDER GRAHTING 
CER I IFICATE OF 

AUTltORITY 

On April 2 . 1999, the Pubilc Ut6tJes Commission (Comrniulon), l'I 80Wida IOe with SOCl. 
4~31-3 and ARSO 20:10:24·02, received an appicalioo for a ceiwate al authority from The Free 
NetwM. LL.C. (Free Ne1wOlii:). 

Free Netwoltt proposes to off11< resold ll'ltraStata long distance semoes to the pubic on a 
4 i Mcie basis in Soulh Dakota. Services w,I WDide message IOI secvice, M ICXIII ii lg 800/888 and 
nWII card semcos. A proposed tariff was fited by Free Netwcrt. The eorm.ssion has dauified 
long dl5tanoe SOIVQI as fuliy oompetitive. 

On April 8. 1999. lhe Convriss,on eledloo,c:aly transmiaed notice al the filing and lhe 
in1e~ deadiine al April 23 , 1999, to l'lterested individuals and entities. No pelilioos to 
intervene or comments wen, filed and at its May 12. 1999, ~tir ig, the Commission considered 
Free Netwolt's request for a certifteate of authority. Commisslon Staff rcoot ,11111o ded 1,1•11iiig a 
c:erui'iate of authority. 

The Comm,s.sion finds that it has 1unsdldion over this man« pursuant to CN,pCer 49-31, 
specifically 49-31·3 and ARSD 20:10:24:02 and 20:10:24:03. The Commission finds that Free 
NettwMt has met the legal requirements established for the g1 • Ila III al a aw1ffic:ate al authority. Free 
Netwof1t has, in ac:a>C'danc:e with SDCl. 49-31·3 , democ.sllated sufficienl tec:h,lic:al. financial and 
managenal c:apabllrt,es to off« telecommuolc:ations s«Vices in South Dakola. The Conwnission 
app Orid Free Netwon(s IIA)ic:abOi, for a c:e.1if.catt, Cil adharily. As the Commission's final decision 
in this mallltf, it is thenlfore 

ORDERED. that Free Netwot\'s 1P1+cato, for a ceftificae of aulhonly is het'eby granted. 
effedl...e Jl.lllO 2, 1999. It IS 

AAUHER ORDERED, that Free ~ shal file i iki,,IIIIIOi Iii copies of tariff changes with 
the Commission as the changes occur. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this /,f tl dlty of May, 1999. 
' 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMl SSION: 

~~ 
3-i z "\ \ lLlt-v ~ ~ 



SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES 
COMMISSION 

CERT/FICA TE OF AUTHORITY 

To Conduct Business As A Telecommunications Company 
Within The State Of South Dakota 

Au1honty was Granted May 12, 1999. effective June 2. 1999 
Docket No. TC99-033 

This is to certify that 

THE FREE NETWORK, L.L.C. 

is authorized to provide telecommunications seMces in Sauch Dakota. 

This certif1c..te is issued in accordance with SDCL .<19.31.:; and ARSD 
20.10 ·24:02, and is subject 10 all of the conditions and 1:m1ta11ons con1a1oed 1n 
the rules and statutes governing its conduct of offM•ng telecommunications 
services 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this /j'Uday of ~ - 1999 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION: 

~~~ 
Ct.--' ._ 

PAM NELSON. Comrmssioner 

'-..,._ , . I . / 
I - /' 

~ ,-"l/,,(,vJ ',- £, A.C:, 
LASKA"SCHOENFELOE8. Comm1ssiooer 




