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South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

WEEKLY FILINGS 
For the Period of July 1, 1999 through July 7, 1999 

If you need a complete copy of a filing faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, 
please contact Delaine Kol>o within five business days of this filing. 

Phone: 60s.n3-3705 Fax: 605-n3-3809 

ELECTRIC 

ELl9-013 In the Mallar of the Flllng by Uncoln-Unlon Electric Company for 
Approval of Exception to Service on Assigned Areas Conaent and 
Agreement between Uncoln-UnJon Electrtc Company and Northern 
Statn Power Company. 

Ln::oln-Union Electric Company of Alcester, SO and Northern States Power Company, 
out of the Sioux Falls office have been disQassing service boundaries to a new 
de\19lopment area south of Sioux Falls. They have come to an agreement for the 
development area caled Auburn Hils, City of Sioux Falls, in the NW% of the SW% of 
Section 16 in township 1fXIN, Range saN. They are requesting some minor variations 
to the existing territorial agreement as approved by the Public Utilities Commission on 
January 28, 1976. 

Staff Analyst Michele Farris 
Staff Attorney: C8lnron Hoseck 
Date Fled: 07/02199 
lnlervention Date: 07/23199 

TELECOIIIIUNICATIONS 

TC99-078 In the......, of the Establishment of Swttched Acceu Revenue 
Requirement for Tri-County Telcom, Inc. 

Tri-County T elcoen, Inc. filed a switched access cost study developing a revenue 
requirement that is included in the revenue requirement used to determine the switched 
access rates for the Local Exchange Carrier Association. 

Staff Analyst Hartan BestlKeith Senger 
Staff Attorney: Karen Cremer 
Date Filed: 07 /01199 
Intervention Deadline: 07123199 

1 
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Senricell provided to customers by AT&T, and 2) certain Network Interconnections 
Senricell provided to carriers within the State of South Dakota. AT&T Is assuming that 
Corm'lisaion approval Is not needed because this is a business service only and AT&T 
serves less than 50,000 local exchange subscribers. 

Slaff Analyst Keilh Senger 
SIIII Allanw/: Karen Cremer 
Dale Fled: OSQ8199 • 
..... Illian Dale: 07/23/99 

1'C9.-s In the llallll' of ... Applcdon of Avera Communication, LLC. for a 
C.llllcatl of Authority to Pnwtde Local Exchange Servlcee In SouCh 
Dakota. 

Avera Corrwnl.lnicati, LLC. iatends to pn,vide facilities-baae and resale of 
compeCltive local exchange wvices. Avera Communication, LLC. n,questa authority 
ID provide services throughout U S VVest tenitories. 

Slaff Analyst Keith Senger 
lAgal lnllem: Jeff Koerlelman 
DIiie Filed: 07/08/99 
lnllNWNllion Date: 07/23/99 

Y•-, l'8Cllwe tllll lallng and oe., PUC publcallo.• via our....._ orvta .....,._...._ 
Y•..., IUbKrlbe or...,..._ ... to the PUC ffllllllng llatll at hllp:/lww s .-. ad..ualpucl 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER ASSESSING FILING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) FEE 
REQUIREMENT FOR ROBERTS COUNTY ) 
TB.EPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) TC99-079 
AND RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

On July 1, 1999, Robert County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC 
Communications, Inc. (Roberts/RC) filed for approval by the Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) its 1998 Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study. 

On July 8, 1999, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and 
the intervention deadline of July 23, 1999, to interested iudividuals and entities. 

SDCL 49-31-12.6 authorizes the Commission to require a deposit of up to one 
hoodred thousand dollars ($100,000) in the South Dakota Public Utilities Convnission'a 
(SDPUC) regulatory assessment fee fl.l1d to defray Commission expenses incident to 
antllyzing and ruling upon this type of filing. 

1he Conmssion has µisdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL 1-26-17.1, 49-
1A-9, 49-31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01 :15.02, 20:10:01 :15.05, 
20:10:27:07 and 20:10:27:08. 

On July 13, 1999, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission, pursuant to 
SOCL 49-31-12.6, unanimously voted to assess Roberts/RC a filing fee as requested by 
the Executive Director up to the statutory limit of $100,000. It is therefore 

ORDERED that Robcwts/RC shall deposit in the SDPUC regulatory assess.1'18nt fee 
fund an 8fflOl.l1t as requested by the Executive Director up to the statutory limit of 
$100,000. 

De ted at Pierre, South Dakota, this / b r:l day of July, 1999. 

c:ec, R:AT! a, ll!l(IIICI! BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

(OfFICIAL SEAL) 



MEMORANDUM TO COMMISSIONERS BURG, NELSON AND SCHOENFELDER 

FROM: Harlan Best 

RE: Roberts County Tdephone Cooperative Association and RC Communications,Joc. 
N5' Effington, SD 
Switched Access Revenue Requirement. TC99-079 

DATE: December 10, 1999 

Roberts County Tdephone Cooperative Association and RC Communications, Inc. (Roberts/RC) 
filed ID Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study pursuant to the administrative rules on July I, 
1999, hued on the twelve months ended December 3 J, I 998. The cost study submitted by 
Roberts/RC developed a reveme requirement ofS738,JS4. Roberti/RCS minutes of use for 1998 
was 3,887,318. Roberts/RC is a member of the Local Exchange Carrier Association (LECA). >J 
a member ofLECA, Roberta/R.Cs revaaie requirement and minutes of use are part of the total 
r~ requirement and total miootes of use used in the determination of the Carrier Common 
Line. Local Switching. and Common Tnnspon rate elements for LECA. 

On July 8, 1999, the Commission dectronically transmitted notice of the filing and the 
intervention deadtine of July 23, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. No interventions 
were receiYed by the Commission. 

On July 16, 1999, the Commission ordered Roberta/RC to deposit ID initial assessment in the 
SDPUC regulatory fee fund and to deposit any additional amounts u required by the cxec:utive 
director. (Sue Cicbos should be contaaed with any questions regarding the usessnle111S.) 

Staff requested supponing information &om Roberts/RC on July 6, August 2, September 24, 
October 19, and November 9, 1999. Staff data requests were responded to by RobertslllC. Staff' 
reYiewed external auditor reports for 1997 and 1998, adjustmenb proposed by Roberti/RC in tbe 
cost Jdy, long tam debt, the 1998 trial betance, minutes ofuse. and traffic factor support. 

Staff'bu reviewed Roberu/RC's cost IIUdy filing and all of the data responses submitted by 
RoberwllC and would rec:ommeod that tbe lntrutate Switched Access Cost Study for 
Roberts/RC be adjusted for the exclusion of contributions and donations in tbe amount of SI, 144 
and the traffic study Conversation Min.rte Miles and Host/Remote Mimrtes of Uae Miles be 
corrected. If these rec:00111,omtions are accepted by the Commissioners the lntrutale Switched 
Access Cost Study reYemJe requirement for Roberti/RC is reduced by Sl,771, to $736,383. 
Roberts/RC bu agreed to Staff's recommendations. 

cc John w. Coleman, Olsen Thielen & Co, Ltd. 
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SOl44 'Dahta 
Publiv Utilities Couission 

December 15, 1999 

Kinn Cremer, Staff Attorney 
Soulh Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol 
Pierre SD 57501 

RE: tNTRASTATE SWITCHED ACCESS DOCKETS 

Dear Ms. Cremer: 

I hereby requ8lt a copy of all staff requests for data and company responses in 
the following dockets: 

TC99-049, TC99-050, TC~. TC99-058, TC99-063, TC99--064, TC99-
065, TC99-066, TC99-067, TC99-068, TC99-089, TC99-070, TC99-071, 
TC99-07Z TC99-073, TC99-074, TC99-075, TC99-078, 
080, and TC99-081 . 



c..-,~ 

Public Utillttes UO&ISSIUD 
Stale Capitol Building. SOO East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, South Dakoca S7SOl-5070 

December 22, 1999 

John Coleman, Consultant 
Olsen Thielen & Company., LTD 

Roberts County Telephone Cooperative 
RC Comrnunicetions 

~4!..!!2~y 
~ · 

~~1 RE: DOCKET TC99-079, INTRASTATE SWITCHED ACC S COST STUDY 

Tn I I MIii., . ....._ ....... 
T.,._(AIIJ77MJN 
FAX~ 

TTYT'lnllp .. , ......... 
J.IN,17'7-IIU ........... --.. --.. ~ • ...... 

cw.a. ... "-
~ 

......... an, 
C1 I hw• .......... ,,. 

Ellllallift Dlr9CIDt 

HIiia Bal 
Mll1ia C • ._., 

S..Cidlas 
ICll'CII E. 0-
Mldldl M Farris ...... ,...... 
._..LfCllllly 
...... hata 
W.,,<JiMIIII 
~8-ond 

IAaitW, 
C-.lbldt 

l.11111111 ........ 
bk ..... 
MIC..ac 

Dlllllll ltollo 
a.llallad 
TmyNar-. 

Oqllry A. lillo¥ 
Kd6S..., 

..,_AIIIIW.. 

• 

Dear Mr. Coleman: 
The Public Utilities Commission's December 28, 1999 meeting agenda 

includes consideration of the above-named docket. Although it appears 
Commission Staff and the company have reac:h6d a settlement, the 
Commissioners must still approve the settlement. I, as an advisor to the 
Commissioners, have reviewed the filing and have questions that may be 
answered in writing before the meeting, or verbally during the meeting . 

The questions are: 
1. With regard to the FRRPA Lease Expense Adjustment: 

a. What la the pwpose for expending U.... funda? 
b. DoN the cost atudy reflect any offsetting benefits of this 

expenditure? 
c. If the answer to (b) Is no, explain why. 

Staff and the filing company may wish to discuss how best to respond. I 
understand time is short between now and the Commission meeting and I am not 
concerned about which one of you answer. 

y~ 

lov, Commission Advisor 
p 

c: Harian Best, Commission Staff 
Commissioners 
Commission Counsel Wlelt 



11111111 12:tt PAI 11ltl1IS11 OLSIN 'nl1B1BN 

Roberti County Telephone & RC Cornnulk:ations 
South Dakota N,lic UtlltiN ComnlUlon 
SWik:hed Aa:eal Colt 8'.ldy 
TCISM)79 

1 WIii Nglrd ID tt. FRRPA LeeN &pa'IN~ 
• Whlll • the pu,poee for~ ttw flntl? 

·S.Oonl.N'a.....-. 

See Don LN'a reaponH. 

c If t,e answer IO (b) Is no, explain why. 

FiOH/OOI 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER APPROVING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) REVENUE REQUIREMENT 
REQUIREMENT FOR ROBERTS COUNTY ) 
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) Tctl-079 
AND RC COIIIIUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

On July 1, 1999, Roberts COl.llty Telephone Cooperative Association and RC 
Comnu,ications, Inc. (Roberts/RC) filed for approval by the Public Utilities Commission 
(Commissi ln) its 1998 Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study. 

On July 8, 1999, the Conmiaaion electronically transmitted notice of the filing and 
the nerverm'I deadline of July 23, 1999, to interested individuals and entities. On July 
13, 1999, the Commission voted to assess a filing fee as requested by the Executive 
Dir8dol t4> to the stab my limit of $100,000. Staff filed a memorandum on December 10, 
1999, with the concwrence of the company, setting forth a reconvnended revenue 
requinlmln and mn.a of Ul8. The Commission considered this matter at its December 
28, 1999, meeting. 

The COl,1 ,lissio.'1 has jllisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17 .1, 49-
1 A-9, 49-,31-12.4, 49-31-12.6, 49-,31-18, 49-,31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01 :15.02, 
20:10:01 :15.05, 20:10:27:07 and 20:10:27:08. Upon review of Roberta/RC's filing, the 
COl,1,asion bn:t that the nMnJe requirement and minutes of use as depicted in Statrs 
memora om were fair and reasonable and should be approved. Al the Commission's 
final decision in this matter, it is thefefore 

ORDERED that RobertslRC's nwanue requirement and minutes of use are hereby 
approved as revised and shall be incorporated in the Local Exchange Carriers 
Association's determination of awitc:hed access rates. (See TC99-067.) 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this /~~ day of January, 2000. 

(OfflCIAl SEAL) 


