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South Dakota Public Utilities Coffmlsmon 
WEEKLY FILINGS 

For the Period of JWle 17, 1919 ttwough JWle 23, 1999 

I you need a complete copy d a filq faxed, overnight expressed, or mailed to you, please contact 
Delaine Kolbo within five business days d this filing. 

Phone: 605-773-3705 Fax: 605-773-3809 

CONSUMER COMPLAINTS 

C'J'N.G07 In the llllaer of the Complaint flied by Philip and Da.rtene S.1tgen, Whit8wood, 
Soulh Dakota. against U S WEST Communicatlona, Inc. Regarding Lack of 
E••ment for Fadlty Property. 

The Complainants claim that U S WEST Communications buried a cable on their property without an 
111 IIIMl1 They fw1her' claim that when U S WEST Comnulications was informed d the issue, U $ 
WEST Carmuiic:alions signed a c:m lb act to remove the cable by November 29, 1998 and paid 
$1600 for indelii ifaltion. 

The cable has na1 been removed.. The Complainants seek the following relief: 'We ask that U S 
WEST P11f th3 same daily indemtlificatiorl from Ncwember 29, 1998, to the date d nwnovat as they 
cld from Aug. 29, 1998 to Nov. 29, 1998. We ask that this money be made payable to Soulh Dakota 
.,_. d cu dDC8 and for the malt8I to be addlessed as personal private property rights as the 
Col II Ilion n111ded.· 

Conunlr Mtlin: Lani Healy 

... ·'•amey. Camron Hoseck 
0... Filed: 06111/fJ9 
•••11icJ1, D111tline: NA 

C11IMIII In .. ll1tter of the Complaint flied by Brady and Tiffiny CrarMr, Sioux F.U.. 
Soulh Dakota, against IICI Wol1dCom ~ng UIIIIUlhorizlld Sw1ld1l111g of Long 
Dlltaace Service. 

The COft!IIJllia •• allege 1hat their long cista a telec:ornrrl.ncat service was switched without 
llllir lUl\oiiziltiui L Altl!JI S8W81 al attempts to correct the problem over the past year, they l'8ffl8in 
w I an· 111 d The Con.,eai ads are 11 alang a nH'8ting d their billing to 10 cents per nn.118 plus an 
amaunl ID tdd .. rm.,.,_ 8CCOIR8ble for their diffiaJtty. 

Conunlr Mairs: Lani Healy 
SIIII Alomey. Camron Hoseck 
DIie Fleet 061'21199 II•,,...,., D111dli11e: NA 



TELECOIIIIUNICATIONS 

TCII-Ol1 In the • ..._ al._ Applkalion a1 • 11111111kNIII &c11a.- Communlcalions. Inc. 
dlbla E Cam for a Cwllllcale al AulhorllJ ID Ptovide TIii com11111niclllioi1s 
Services In Soulh Dllrola. 

11•,aiolaal Exchanga Cornnunications. Inc. dlbla E Com has filed a reqi l8St for a Cettificate d 
~ ID after r9ldd iltamdaQe 98MC8S, including. but not lim·lect to, 1+ Ieng distara 
mall age 1111 COIIWIU'licatiot• services and pepaid and postpaid cali lg card wvices to business 
and 1111iclllltial amomera. 

Slaff Analyst Midi ala Farria 
Slaff Allomey: Camron Hcl I B ck 
Ila Filed: 06117/f19 

TCll-el2 In the Mallllr af ._ Appllcatlon af DIECA Communica1ions, Inc. dlb/a Covad 
Communicallona Company for. Certltlcalla al Aulhorlty to Ptcwlde 
Tll1cocmunkallo.-. Services, lncludlng Local Excha.- Services, in South 
Dalcata. 

DIECA iillllds to provide both facititieH>ased and resold inlenm:hange and local exchange 
•vices. DECA 19q118sts uharity to provide services~ U S West and sny other 
incunber1 local exchange carrier territOI ies not qualifying as small or nnl local exchange carriers. 

Staff Analyst Keith Senger 
Staff Attorney. Camron Hosed( 

Dae Flied: 06117/f19 
lntaMlntion Dale: 07/09/99 

TCIMll3 In the ..... af the &tabli ..... lt af Swlldled Access Raw. .. Requirement for 
Spllbock ~IIICCIIII Coop8illllwe. Inc. 

Splillodl. Talacorn Coopenltive. Inc. filed a switched access cost study d8weloping a revenue 
requirement lhat is indllded in the AMn.18 requirement used to detemwle the switched access rates 
for lhe Local Exchange Carrier Aaoci&IWL 

Staff Analyst Harlan BestlKailt, Senger 
Staff Attorney. Kaan Cremer 
Dale Filed: 06l23l99 
lnl8rvention Deadline: 07 /09/99 

In the llatter of .. &tlbUstifflent of Switched Accesa Revenue Requirement fot 
llidsaate Telap."lone Company and Heartland Comnulicalions. Inc. 

2 



lfwW• T•~• Coq)any and Heartland Cornnuiications, Inc. filed a single switched access 
CDII IQ,dy deu 1lopil ag a nMn.18 requirement that is indudad in the nMnJe requirement used to 
d It mll• .. Niched acx:es1 1'8181 for the Local Exchange Carrier Assodation. 

Sllll 1,,llt,rat ...... 8elUK8ith Senger 
... ., ..... Kann Cremar 
.,... Flld: Ol'23l98 
....... o ...... 07/0ll/fl9 

v•,i:111ca111Ulicatia1• Coopeaative Alsocilltion and v.., Cable & s.11111 Comnu*:ationl 
... a lir1gle Nilcfal -..:•1 COii 111,dy dewlaping a nMn.18 requirement hit la incllldad i"l 118 
.............. UNd lo dlllrmil8 .. awik:hed accell ...... for ltle l.oc:111 &claage Carrier 
Atalu-5 Sen 

... llllt/lt I la1a, 8elllKaltl Senger' 

... tlllliiley. ICann Cremar 

.,... Flact O&Q3l99 

lillllMllliclt DH dline: 07KW 

TCll 111 ....... nwolthe[llllllllhmentol9wltc:taedAcc111 .................. 
luly Bull 11 T1l1phol• Coope.llllwa, Inc. and v ....... Conliullcalllon Inc. 

... ,..,. I lartlln 8elUK8ith S.91r 

... ., ..... Kanan Cremer 
DIii Fleet 08tZ3l99 
lntllMlllill, DI I 6118: 07/09i99 

v • .., ............ and GIIIWPUC ,-1a1lb•vili our nllIII orvilt ............... 
Y• _, ..._.. or ......... tothe PUC m Sng latallt Mlp;.fwwweHe ed..ualpucl 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

II TIE IIATIER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER ASSESSING FILING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) FEE 
REQI• WNT FOR IIIDSTATE TELEPHONE ) 
co•PANY AND HEARTLAND ) TCII-OM 
CCJF l.lllCATIONS. INC. ) 

a,..._ 23. 1999, lldstae i:a1aphone Company and Heartland ComrrUlications, 
Inc. (16111 I 1 ! 111artlllnd) filed for approval by the Pl.bl' C Utilities Commission 
(Con11 ·uicn) a 1998 ......... Switched Access Cost Study. 

01.b1824, 1999, the Ca,111iaion ala c.ba lically b a llmitllld notice of the filing and 
.. i•vention d11.-. of July 9, 1999, to interested individuals and aditiel. 

SOCL 49-31-12.6 aultlOI izes the Comrnisaion to require a depoeit of up to one 
hunlhd buund dollaa ($100,000) in the South Dakota Public Utilities Cormliaion'a 
(SOPUC) regutalory an1sment fee fl.l1d to defray Commission axpen111 incident to 
•IIIJzing and ruling upon this type of filing. 

The Ca,11 · 11 ·Cl, has ju i8diction OWK this matter p.nuant to SOCL 1-28-17.1, 49-
1A-8, 49-31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, 20:10:01:15.05, 
20:10-.27:07 and 20:10-.27:08. 

01 .U, 13. 1999, at a regularty ICheduled maatiug, the Comrnisaion, pwauant to 
SDCl 49-31-12.6, IDll1imoully voled to a11a1a MidatatelHeartl a filing fee as 
...,...., bf .. Elllec&.dive Dir8Cla up to the atatw dory lmt of $100,000. It is thllafole 

ORDERED that Midll 1111 l..uanc:t lhalJ deposit in the SDPUC r9g1 llatory 
I 1111 I ,•It fee b1d a, ll'IIOld a reqJ I all d by the E>C8cuive Director up to the llabiloly 
imit of $100,000. 

o..d at Pierre, &uh Dakota. this 11,tl day of July, 1999. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 



MEMORANDUM TO COMMISSIONERS BURG. NELSON AND SCHOENFELDER 

FROM: Harlan Best 

RE: Midstale Telephone Company and Heartland CA>mmunications, Inc., Kimball, SD 
Switched Access Rnenue Requirement. TC99--064 

DATE: October 12, 1999 

Midstale Telq,boae eca.-iy and Hartland Communications, Inc. (Midsaalc/Heartland) fiJed an 
lmidale Switched Aa:a, Cosa Study pmsuant to the admioismdive rules on June 23, 1999. 
lmed Oil the twdft IDOlllhs ended December 31, 1998. The cost ~ submitted by 
Miclstale/Hanla dew:lopcd a revenue requirement of S 1,320,735. ). fidstale/Heanland's 
minuacs of me for 1998 was IU69, l26. Midsaatdffeartland is a member of the Local Exchange 
Carrier As9ocillion (LECA). As a member of LEC" MidstatclHaltlans revenue rcquircmeot 
and mim11es of me are part of the total revenue requirement and total minutes of me med in the 
ddamiDlltioo of the Carrier Common Line. Local Switching. and Common Tnmsport nae 
clements for LECA. 

On June 24, 1999, the Commission electronically ttansmitted notice of the filing and the 
inlavcntioo deadline of July 9, 1999, to intcTeslcd individuals and entities. No interventions 
were received by the O>mmission. 

On July 16. 1999, the Commission ordered Midstale/Hcanland to deposit an initial assessment in 
the SDPUC regu1alory fee ftmd and to deposit any additional amounts as required by the 
executive director. (Sue Cicbos should be contac1ed with any questions regarding the 
al IPUO.ts.) 

Slaff'requesred supporting information &om Midslale/Hean1a on June 24, July 9, July 30, and 
August 19, 1999. Staff data requesu were responded to by Midstlle/Hcanland in a timely 
nwmr. Scaff reviewed cxtanal auditor rcpor1S for 1997 and 1998, supporting doc:umcntation 
tor adjUllmCD1S tbal were proposed by M.idstalc/Hartl in the cost study, long term debt. the 
1991 gmcnl ledger, minules of use, and traffic faclor support. 

MidllaltlHalr1I filed on August t6, 1999, to include an additional reclassification entry into 
die CGII IIUdy lmed Oil a June 1999 audit wherein the auditor sugrsh'd that Midslaae increase its 
dqau:illioa rata for accounts 2232, COE Circuit F.quipmcnt, and 2232.1, COE Fiber 
Equipneul, from 6% to 8%. This increases the revenue requirement by SI0,938 to Sl,331,673. 

Slaff bas reviewed MiclslaldHart1as cost study filing and all of the data respomes submitted 
by MidslllldHardan 11111 would recommend that the lntra1atc Switched Access Cost Study for 
MidslllldHardan be adjuslcd for the exclusion of gifts and donations in the amount of $2,443. 
If Ibis recon.mawwion is acccpled by the Commissioners the lntnlslate Switched Access Cost 
SCDdy rew:nuc requircmcnt for MiclslaldHeardan is reduced by $320. to $1,331 ,353. 
MidstalelHartJa bas agreed to Staff's rccommcndations. 

~---RU 
cc Dam Lee. Martin and Asaocilles 
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SOftd 1)dota, .~--
Public Utilities £1uissi11 · .. .: 

December 15. 1999 

Kinn Clwner. Slaff NJarwlf 
aa.t DIida PIMc UlilitiN Cornrni11ian 
500 E. Capilol 
Piln SO 57501 

RE: INTRASTATE SWITCHED ACCESS DOCKETS 

Dear Ml. Cnmer: 

I helm, requ11t a capJ d al lllff requ1 ... for dlla and CCll'*'f 19111PG1 111 In 
.. talawiag dottfm: 

TC98 048, TC88 050. TC88 054, TC98 058, 
085, TC98 088. TC81MJ87, TC98 088. 1CII OBI. 1, 
1C8IMJ12. TCIIMJ73. TC8N74, TCll-075, 1CIIMJ1I. TC11M171, lCII
OID. lllld 1CII 081 . 

lwilllll1l lllllla, ... capyhabean1Xo.idadandiaa:1Zrla4eal .. 
Ccsss 111 ·m, C!lliala 

1111 DEU!SU* rllm•caqa•r• 
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hbli~ IJtilities Uommission 
December 22, 1999 

oa.Mr. Lee: 
The Pltiic Utilities Commiuion'a December 28, 1999 meeting agenda 

ir'Cllldes mllidllatian d the above-named docket. Although it appears 
C01mi11iran Slaff and the CDft1*1Y have reached a aettlel1'Nn, the 
Cammilliol ... nut atil approve the Nttlement. '. • an advisor to the 
Con111i11ioi--. hav9 NViN:ed the filing and NM q1181tioi11 that fflllY be 
••••• in writing babe the melting, « verbalty cuing the m11ti11g. 

The quelliol• .. : 
1. Hllwe al ........ ,_. plant ...... • ,ellected In .. known 

c:hmge ......... and lncllldld In .. caet.....,. bNn .... ........ , 
2. • .. •••• ID (1) la no, pl1111 explain-, devtallon. 
s. Do .. llnown-cllllnge ........... to plant, lo ......... ..., ... 

I 11111 Ill d far caet atalCly pwpGIII, cxc11d the ......... boGlcecl ....... , 
4. ... ••wwlD(S)la,-.la811adff91ance.11hrthan1%? 
I.. WIiia ~ID .. Toll U... Rent &penee A41aalll'llnt: 

.. Whlltla .. pwpoeefar .......... - .... , 
b. oa.. .. coat......, .... any offNlllng beMllts al .... ... ...... , 
C. ........ 1o (b) .. no, ..... why. 

Sllff and the fflq company may wilh to diaa • how beet to reapond. I 
wldll•.ct time is IIDt between now and the Commission m11titag and I am not 
ma11111d about which one ol you mer . 

SDPUC 
C: ...... Beat. Commiuion Stiff 

Commiuionera 
Coffll,iaion CowlNI Wiest 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

• TIE IIATIER OF THE ESTABI ISHIIENT ) ORDER APPROVING 
OF SWITCHED ACCESS REVENUE ) REVENUE REQUIREMENT 
RIDFDENT FOR IESTATE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY AND HEARTLAND ) TCII-Ol4 
CCWNCA1IONS, INC. ) 

On .knt 23. 1999, Midstal8 Telephone Company and Heartland Cornnulications, 
Inc. (Midltat9'1 l11artland) filed for approval by the P\blic Utilities Commission 
(Commission) its 1998 lrlbastate SWitched Aa»ss Cost Study. 

On .knt 24, 1999, the Ccmnilaicn ala:bouicalty ballfflitted notice cl the filing and 
the inlervention ..._ d .kq 9, 1999, to interasted individuals and •ltities. On July 
13, 1999, the Commission voted to assess a filing fee as requested by the &ealtive 
Dir9clol up to the statutory limit cl $100,000. Staff filed a memorancun on October 12, 
1999, with the cona.m,nce cl the COfl1)8l'1Y. setting forth J recommended nwenue 
requiramert and mnas cl use. The Con,nilaion considered this matter at its December 
28, 1999, meeting. 

The Ca, 111issiorl has jLnldiction over this matter pwsuant to SDCL 1-26-17 .1, 49-
1 A-9, 49-31-12.4, 49-31-12 .. 6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSO 20:10:01:15.02, 
20:10:01 :15.05, 20:10-27:07 and 20:10:27:08. Upon review cl MidstatelHeartland's filing, 
the Commission fcuid that the revenue requirement and minutes cl use as depicted in 

1 memc1aldl.rll ware fair and reasonable and should be appro.-t. As the 
Commission's final decision in this matter, it is therefore 

ORDERED that MidstaalHeartlaa rewn,e requnmant and minutes cl use are 
heleby approved a revised and shall be incarponlted in the Local Exchange Carriers 
Aleociation's determination cl switched access rates. (See TC99-067.) 

Oaled at Pierre, South Dakota, this 1qd day cl Jarulry, 2000. 

llamlUallJllul....., __ lllt_ ............... ..., ...... ,..." ............................... ........................... -. ....... 
uM C ................. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 

~~ 




