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TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICE FILINGS 
n..u Mo l"8 ttHC_,,k>n, wmc:o ~ tr..t 1110 Comniu lon ~ 1..:tlvod 10< IIW poltOd of 

06/13/97 through 06/19/97 
"yov ,,_ • cc,mplo4o copy ot • lilinv luod. o,.,n1g1,c otptnMd. °' - to you. pl,,• .. cot11K1 Odome K-wil""' n .. .soy, of w, NINJ. 

DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC97-076 

lC97-091 

TC97-103 

TC97 10 ~ 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Applicatioo by JOtJrney Telecom lntornatlonal, Inc lot o Cenillcate of Authonty lo op,,111te as a telecommunlcnons ,company 
..,,1h1n the mte ol Sou1h Dakota. (Staff TS/T.-

Awlicllbon lly Coils lot Less, Inc d/bla Cll lot a Cetlifieate of A.u1hort1y to operate as a telecommun1c11t1on, company Wlthlll 
the state ol South Dakota (StaN TSITZ) Applicant seelc.s au1ho111y to otiglnato and 10,mlnate ·1111rastate, ,ntral.ATA and 
inte,tATA calls of busmer.s and res.denbal customers. to ope1a10 as a Travel and Debtt (Prepaid C1lino) Card 1es,ellor and 
10 p,CMde COCOTICOPT sen.,c:,, _:_ _ 

Applic:aoon by Crystal Communicat>ons, Inc for a Cenibte 01 Aulhonty to opera lo as a tolecommumc:aoons company ...nt,,n 
the state or Soulh Dakota. (Statt TS/TZ) Appjicant seeks authonty 10 pro~e local 1olecommun1caoons seMCe$ and 
1111erexchange lclecommunlc:oliom services The Aj>pt,canl will not offer any lOQl lolocommuniealions sor,,ces within a Rural 
Telephone Company_senilc:a ari,a wilhoU1 seeking separate ~111_rnisslon _author, 

Appk:JDOn by Oulnlelco, Inc lo, a C~flcote ol Authot1y lo operate as a telacommunicaoons companv Wl\11111 lhe st~le ol Soulh 
Dakota (StaN TSITZ) Applicant ·1n1onds 10 subscribe 10 and resell all lorrns of .nier-oxchange and intra-e, change 
telec:ommunical>OnS "''"ces in the Slalo of South Dakota, inctudlng kk:al deal tone seNic:os Meuage Telephone Serv,.ce w.:Ju 
Arna T elephOne SeMCe WAT5-lil.·e serw:es, IDfc,ign e11:t1ange servteo, p11Vate lines be hnes access servteo c~llular 5l'IV!Ce 
local SWllched sol'\lice and other SOMC&S a_nd laalitios ol communlCabOns common earners and othe entrt>os • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY ST"TUS ~---~----------

DATE 
FILED 

06/l l/97 

06117197 

06/19197 

06119197 

In Im stn t e Telephone Company, Inc ll'f~ant to , 7 USC 21, (e) and , 7 CFR 5' 201 he1eoy sooks aesignabOn as an ellg1bfe 
telecommunicatlons carrier wrthm tho local 01change areas that con~le !IS servtee area 1n South Da_~ola I nuastole 
Telepnone Company is the laol/lJes-based loc:111 e1change came, p,csonlfy p,owllng local erchango tolecommunicatlons 

TC87-077 I ioMUSln tho lolloY,,ng emiangasw, South DakOla Bradley (78'), CMIIOWOO<l (793) , Clark (532) Florence (75&), Hayu (783) I 00113/97 
Lake Nolden (785). Waubay (9<17), Webster (345) , Willow Lake (625) and Bryant (628) lntras\ale Telephone Company. to 
tts knowil!dge, is ti>e only carrier today p,O\'ding local erchange telocommunicalions seMC&s III the above kfenotled e , change 
ureas tSt.>ff HBll<C' 
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INTEAVE.NTION 
DEADLINE 

07/07197 

07/07/W 

07,07197 

07,07197 

07/07197 



lnttl'llalll Telecommurb~ eooiw,rattve Inc: pu"uant to C7 USC 21C(t) and C7 CFR sc 201 hereby seeks design.anon 
u an elog,ble 1t1Kommunic:ations earner Within the lout e., change 1.reas that coMlllute llS SO"-"'C area ,n Soulh Dakota, 
lntel'llale Telecommun,c;ation, Coo~rattve ,s !he tac:al'1>es-l>IIS-Od local erchange earner presently p,ow,,ng loc:lll e, chOnge 

TC97,076 
1olocommun.cn110ns HMCH In tM lollo-.g exchanges ,n :.oulh Dakola GOOCIWIII (795) Clear Lnke (87C), Gary (272) 
Est11lllno (873), Brandt (876) Astoria (832) . Toronto (794), West Hendricks {479), Elkton (5C2) Wtute (629) Brookings R ural 

06113197 07/07197 

(693) Stnai (828) , Nund.iiRulland (586) Wentworth (483) and Chester (C89) Interstate Telec:ommun.cabOns Cool)(!rilwe 
to tis "'1owledg• is lhe only came, today Pfowl,ng loc:ol N t hange tel4!commun<Call0ns seMCes w, the above ldtntt oo 
eachanne areas /Staff HBi l<CI 

West RNe, CoopumlNt Telephone Company pursuanl 10 C7 USC 21 4(e) ancJ 47 CFR sc 201 nereby ,eeks dtlllgn~llOn as 
an~ te19'ommunleab01\$ earner w,lhin tho local e, change aius that cons01U1e llS seMCe a, .. a in Soulll Doko11 Wr,st 

TC97 -0!0 
RNet T~ea lhe laclilles-based local e, chal!Qe came, Pfes.tnlly Pfowl,ng local e,Change tete-communicallOnS seMCes 06 16 '97 071)7'97 
11'111\e I~ eJChllnges Baon (2« ) Buffalo (37S) Camp Crool< (605-797) and (C06 5721 Meadow (788) and Sorum (&66) 
West River TelophOnct, IO a k/lowledgo IS !he ooly c:arne, today p1ow.11ng loc:al o, change telecommunic:abons seN1Ces n tne 
above ldenbfled e• channe areas ISlatt HBn<CI 

Sta~ Ttt!~IIOns Inc l)Ursu1nt to 47 USC 21C(e) a.nd 47 CFR 5C 201 llereby setl<\ dM1gn1i.on as D"I el,g-blo 
telec:ommunoc1110ns earner W11/lln 1he local e,Change areas 1/lal eon111tute tis HMU! area ., South Dakota Statet.ne is 1/le 

TC97-081 l1c:1htleSa-basOd local &• change earner p,usonuy P'OVICJ"'II tocal o,cha"(lt 1otecommu111ea1>0ns sa~tl io I/le fOIIO'Mll!J 06 111~7 07-07 97 
iutllllnQM N-11 (456) Nlsland (37) and Len,,,,on (60S -374) ancJ (701- 378) S1a10Mne 10 ots knowte<ige iS tne only carriM 
tOc:lav DIOVICI""' loc:at ei channo lb<tcommuNCaDons ser,,ces il'l lhft al)Qye ldenbl,ed u channe areas 1S11N HB.ll<CI 

Accenl Communocat>ons loc pu=ant to 47 USC 21 C(e) and 47 CFR 5C 201 hereoy seeu dMagna110n as an el9blt1 
telocommuniCallOn, amor w,tnln tho loc:al oxchango areas Iha! con,111u10 Its aer,,ce a,n Ace""' rs tno lac,JNes·b!"ed 

TC97 093 o>ehonge earner Pfllll.enlly p10""11ng local • •Change 1et1commun1c:1 tions Htw:et in the lollOWlng e, changes Bnstol (C192) 06117/97 07/07'97 
Doland (63S) Fredenc:k (329) Hecla (99C) NO<lh HKIAI (701 992) rond Me~no (887) Accent to u lnawfedge rs Iha only 
atJIIM IMllv o,c,,'ld.nn loc:al e, Ch~1V1e telle0mmunoca110n, seMCtt 11'1 tho abOV• odent.W>d 11, channe a,en IStalf HB CHI 

Jarnus Valley C?Opcunwo Telephone Comp.iny pu1111an1 to Cl U SC 2U(e} woo 47 CFR sc 201 Mreoy inks dc,i,gnt11>on 
as an ehg1ble 1elecommunic0t.lons c01110, v.11n.n the loc11I e, chengo ~ions 1h81 consutute ru 1ttMCc a,u ,n South Da, oru 
James Valley Cooperatr1e Tel•pt,one Comp.iny is the t1cahlles-based e, ch.inge c•1ne1 o,uenU.,. Pfowling local e, chonpe 

TC97--08C telec:otNnurca~ - ,n tho lollow,ng er change. II\ Soulh D•l.olil AndO'<II (29$) Claremon1 (294) Columllla t396} 06 I 7 91 01~1-g· 
Conde (382) Femey (395) Groton (397), Hough!M (88S) and Turton (897) J.im•• Vanoy Coop,t1a11vo hltphone Compan1 
to rts knowledge , iS lhe only came, today p,cr<ld.,ng local erchaNJt 1tlocommu111Cab0n1 JOMCes In lhtt abOVe ldenbf!IKI 
e•chango a1eas (Staff HBICHJ 

H,artland Commun,c:allOns Inc pu=an1 to C7 USC 214(11) and c 7 CFR 5C 201 hereby see,• d~nation ilS an tlig•ble 
telecomrnunicnons came, wrthln the IOCal eldl.lngt area, that conJ11tu1e III HMCe aro in Soulh Da101a H~artli,n!I 

TC97 085 Commun.c:obon, is the la~~ toe.JI ~•ChangH u,ne, P!H<lnlty p<OWl,ng klcal e, ch• ngo tel&e0mmunrcation1 5eMCes 061 7 117 010791 
111 the l oUOWVlQ e, chaflllleS 10 South Dakota Plan,fOeddes (337) H1.i1UancJ CommunicallOn, to ,ts knowlodgtt ,s the only 
""""" IOda11 <Wc,,;,d""' local " ' eMnni, lrl~eommunocauon, ""'"'4'' in the abovfl IClM~tNI e , ch•""• a,~a, I Sta11 HR CH I 
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Mdslate Telephone Company, Inc. pursuanl 10 47 U.S C. 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 he.roby seeks deslgnabon os on e111S11ble 
lolocommunicallons carrier w4hln the local eithange areas lhal COOSIIMe b &etW:e araa ill South Dakota Mid,tale Telephone 

TC97,086 
Company 111 uie laoldies-based local exchange carrier presenUy providi_ng local exchange 101ecommuntcatlons serw:es ltt Ille 
lolkMvlg Olldlangos In South Dakolll Academy (726) , Delmonl (779), FL ThomP5()!'1 (24S), Gann Valley (2.93), Kimball (778), 
Now Holland (243), Pukwana (894) , Slicknoy (732) and Whllo lake (249) t.lld$la1e Telephone Company. lo its knowtodge. 

06/17197 07/07/97 

,.. tile ooty carrier today pu,11,clt,g local nchnngo toleeommunlealJons services In lhe abovo idenbfte<l eichange areas (Statt 
HBJCH) 

Bal~c Telecom CooparalM! pursuanl 10 47 USC 214(1) and 47 CFR 54_201 hereby seeks dc,s,gnatiOn as an elloglble 
ielecommunocations cnnier Wlltwl the local erchange areas thal constrtute its serv,ce area Battie Telecom Cooperawe Is the 

TC97-087 faciltties,based local exchange earner presently providing local eachange 1elecommunica1>0ns serv,ces in lhe followtng 06/17197 07l07197 
uc:hanges BallK: (529) a/\d Cw1ks (SA3) Bollie Telecom Coopera11110 , 10 l!S knowtedga, ,s lhe only carrier IO<lay pumd,ng 
lo<:al erchanne 1clecommunteaboM seMco.s In lho abov'l ldenblied exchanno areas (Staif HBll<Cl 

Easl Plains Telecom. Inc pursuan1 to • 7 U.S C 2t4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks des,gnabon as on ellg,blc 
telecommunic11b0ns earner Wllhln 1ne loc-al e•change areas lhal conllllute rts sel\'ice area Easl Plalns Telecom. Inc ~ Ille 

Tce1 oaa lac,lrtloirba~ local e•change earner p!l!senuy prowling local erchange lelecommunicabOM seMc:es In the lollowtng 06/1 71117 07l07197 
el!Cllanges ~111 {934), Hudson (93<1), and Eut HU050tl (712,982) East Pl31nS Telecom Inc , 10 its know!edge IS the only 
earner lodav 1110\'ld,nn local erchanae 1elecommunlCalions services In lhe above idennfieo exchange areas (Start HWl<C) 

Weslern Telephor,e Compony pursuanl 10 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks designabon as An elrglble 
lolocommunic:allons earner v.1IIW\ the local tudlange areas thal consCIMa a $OIWlO area In Soulh Dakota Western Telephone 

TC97.089 "11\e taaioes-based local erchonge earner p!tsenUy providing local a•change tor11eommunleati0ns soNicos In the lollow,ng 06117197 07/07197 
exchanges C,C$b;ird (32-') . Faulkton (S98} and OrlOni (392) Western Telephone. io its knowledge, ls the only carrier t.oday 

,~, locol exchannc tetecommunk:obOns scl\lice,i in the above identified exchanac areas (Statt: HBIKC) 

Stoc~m-Slrandt>urg Telephone Company pursuanl lo 47 U.S C 214(0) ol\d 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks desrgnallOn as 
nn eligible telecommunicatiOns earner Within lhe local u change a1eH thal constllute rts sel\lice area ,n S0u1h Dalcota 

TC97-090 
SIOCkholm 1$ the la~baSed Joeal eichangt came, presendy prolll<ling local exchange tetecommuniCalions seMCes ,n the 06/17/97 07107197 
roflow,ng eachanges ,n Souu, Oakolil Slockholm•StraMbllrg {676, Rev,llo (623) and South Shore (756) Stockholm 10 11$ 
knowledge, ls lhe onlv earner today prolllding local e,change telecommunlcallons senaces 1n tho above idenolleo o, change 
a,eas (Statl H!lll<Cl 

Kennet·ec Telephone Co pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks doslgnol>On as an ell\Qlble 
talecommun1calions earner W1thrn 11\e local c, chunge areas l/lal conslltUto ;ts seMCO arta In South Dakota Kennebe'; 

TC97.092 Telephcne Co ,s the taC111oe1-b\\$<>d local exchange earner presently p,oviJing local e .• .:hange i. .. ecommunieabOns san.,ces 06/18197 07107197 
in tho followvlg exchAn,gos KeMtbec (869) ond Presho (895) Kennebec Telephone Co , 10 rts knowledge, rs lhe only corf\cr 
todav 

, 
local erchanne telecommunicllbons se~os In lhe above idenofiod erchanae areas (Slaff HBICHJ 

Jefferson Telephone Co Inc pursuanl 10 47 U.S C. 214(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks des,gnabon as an et,g,blc 
1elecommunieab0ns earner wrtllin me loeol exchange areas thal constrtute Its serv,ce area in SoU1h Dakota Jellerson 

TC97-093 Telephone Co .• Inc ,s the laalr1jes-basod local exchange carrier presently providing local n cllangt tolocommuoica•IJons 06/tMl7 07l07/97 
soMCes In the lol'°"""O exchange Jettof50ll (966) Jeltorson Telephone Co . Inc., to its knowledge. is 1110 only ca,ner loday 
nrovidlnn local erchonne tel&communlcations serw;es In !he ahnve ldeo~llt!d rm:bann11 a1ea5 ISU.!f· HBICHI 
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Sully Bunes Telephone Cooperawe Inc pursuanl to , 1 USC 2 14(0) and , 1 CFR s, 201 hereby seeksde5ignalJOn as an 
ebg,ble tolocom.rnunoeellOnll earner Within the local eachangu ar eas 111a1 constrtute ~s HMCe ar ea Sully Buttes Tolephono ,s 
the faclhUes-b.ased local or change earner ptesonUy ptovicl"'!l locel uwchnnge lelecommunrcedons serv,c;es in Ille following 

TC97.094 exehanges W8$101dl (2&1) . Hitchcock (266) Seneca (' 36) Toi.stay ('42). Onaka ('47) Wessingl~• ,458) Langford (' 93) 
ROSholl (537). Tula11 (596). H,ghmO<e {852) H.trrold (875). R" He¢ls ~3) Hov11n (9'8) Blunt (962) and East Onada (973) 

06/19'97 07/07197 

Sully Bunes Telephone torts kn0wloclge. 1S ll1e only earner today pt<Mdmg local exchange 1e1ecommun,cnon1 seMees m the 
at>ovo ldenbffod erehftnno arn s (Slall HB/CH) 

' 
Venlure Commu~t,ons Inc pursuant to 47 USC 2 1'(1) and 4 7 CFJ:: 54 201 hereby seekll dttignallOn as an ell(l,bl~ 
telecommun,c;,t,ons earner WIUW111111 local e, change areu !hill COI\Slrtule 11$ sor.,ce are. Venlur~ Communoc:allons os in .. 
fae1lr1Jes-ba~ local o, change carrMir p,esonU• ptOYl!l,ng local erchanga UtletommumcallOn• HMCes on !he follow,ng 

rc91.og5 or changes Onlda {258) Bowdle (285), Roscoe (287) P•e1pont (325) Brmon (4'9) Brmon NO (701~43) Roslyn (4a8) 05119'97 07,07197 
Wes.v,gton Spnngs (5311) Selby (649) GertySbutg (765) and Lebanon (768) Venturu ComrnuniCJ llOns 10 ~ ~n<,wl&dgo .., 
11,e only c11ne1 loday p10Vid,ng IOClll e•chango 1tlecommunocauon, ,erv,ces WI the at,o,,a den~Necl e ,cnange ~re-as (SUIU 
HB/CHJ 

SANCOM, Inc pursuant to • 7 u SC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 Mreby ncks designauon as an 01,g,ble 1e1ecornmurucauons 
c:nrnet Wllhln tne local ei chnnge aruas that constrtule ilS HMCO aru ln South Oakola SANCOM iS tho r11cr1:t,e~·base<1 local 

TC97 096 e•.change c:a1ner p,ewnlly ~ local exchange telecommu~bons sorw:es 111 the follOWlng , , changes on :louth 0"-<0t.t 06 t91J7 07WW 
W~y(a83) PBIUIOn (1128) and Tripp (93S) SANCOM 10 ltS knowledlle 15 the only earner loday PfCMd.ng local e,changc 
1elocommunocat>ons HMCes 111 lht at>ove ldenbflllCI e.chaMe areas (Stott HB/CHI 

Snnborn Tolophon~ Coope1at1Ve pursuant 10 47 USC 214(t) and , 1 CFR 54 201 he1oby see~.J d&i.lgnaoon as ,an elcg,blc 
telecommunic:a'IIOns umer W!lnln tile local @•change areas thal consbtute a serv,ce area ,n Souin Oa\ 010 Sanborn 

TC97 09; T ""'~ 151™' t~besed loall erdlang;t earner 1><esonlly P<O\.id,ng local , , change tetecommunccauon1 ser,,ces., lh<' 
06 t9~' 0101197 

tollowtng o, changes on South Oa~ota Ethan (227) 1.11 Vernon (236). Letcher (248) Fore51t>urg (49S) ~n,~an (S271 
Wooosockol (791'"' and Alpena (849) Snnbotn TelephOne to 11s knowladge Iii the only carrnir 1odoy p,ov,d,.ng local orehangu 
h1lecommun1ea110M serv,c;es rn tile at>ove dMb~IICI e, cnanno ureus ISlllN H8/CH1 

BerMIOIII r.lunrop.tl Tt,r~e Co llU"'uant 10 47 USC 21• (• 1 ,no 47 CFR 5, 201 n;ortbv ,-e, , C1e1>1gnat,on • • a f\ elrg,b,11 
1elc,commu111 ~-, came• Wl1hin :110 local ea.change areas 1na1 cons1rtuie 115 soN>Co aru ,n South Oalt.ola Bete-1101<1 Tel 

lCD7·098 rs tile laclMl>es based loco! er ch ange coiner 1>1~en11y p10Vldrng local ,ucnango telecomrnunlCabOn~ serv,ces ,n mer tollowo.ng 06<19197 O' 07 •r 
e• chang~ Beresford (763) Ba,esfotd Tel 10 ,ts knowiedge r.. tile only corrw,r today p1oV1c1,ng loc.il ot•Chano, 
1 .. 1ecommunocat>ons ~eMCes on the at>ov" 1c1encl'e.1 tl •thanne auias 1S1an Ha'l<Cl 

Rot>ens County Telepnone Coopenil!VII A.ssoai!IOII pursuant to , 1 USC 2 14(•) and•· CFR 54 201 ne,eby ,ee,s do11(1nauon 
111 an ehgrble 1e•lecommun1cab0ns came, Wlthrn lhe local o• chnnge arcH lh•I con,btule l1"S seMce area Roberts CGun!y 

TC97.()99 Telephone CGGpetatlVe AssooobOn ts the tac,JJ1les-based local er chang• ea111e, pte~nlly 1><01/ld,og local e , change 06 19 97 0,01.w 
U.lecornmurca»ns MMCOH'I IIWI lollowong eieha.nges Nonh New Effingt •n. NO (701 -63' ) New Elf~>gtofl (637) and ClaJe 
Cr!y (652) Robens Coun!y Telephone Coope11tl\-e Assooauon tor.:: , na...1edge rs tile Only earner lodat 1>10\.'ldrng loc.ll 
~rtha-e 1olecommunieAt10ns seMCes in the A"""" denntled ~,chB-e areas /$tan HB1<C1 
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TC97-100 

TC97•101 

TC97,t02 

TC97-105 

RC Commul\k:aiions, Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S C 21 4(8) and 47 CFR 5'.201 hereby seells dollgnabon as an ollg1ble 
telocommunicadons came, WIChill the local uehal'Qil weas 11181 cons1IMe C3 serviot area RC Communicadons is the l1C11111es
based loe11 exchange ume, piewntly providlng local erch1nge talitc:ommun/c:ations serw::es tn the lollow,og oxchongos 
North Veblen, NO (701-634) , Wilmot (938), Peeve, (932). Veblen {7311) and Summ4 (398). RC Communications,, to 11$ 
knowiedge, 1$ the only t11r~r today p,O'Jldong local exehenjjo telecommunkaiio11s seMCH In the abovo lden~f>e<I esc.hange 
areas (Stall HB/l<C. 

Sphuoc~ Proparttes, Inc pursuanl to H U S C , 214(e) and 4 7 CfR SA 20 I hereby seeks des,gnftl>On as an et,giblc 
1et11commu111Cabon,s earner Wllhln the tocal exchnBQe areas that constrtute ilS set'liee a.rea on Soul/I Dakota Spt,Uock 
PrOJ»,-, l,'4; rs the taC1111Jes-b11sed local eachange cauif11 pieMnlly l)'owllng IOCUI eithonge telecommun,cat>ons set'liees 
ln tho lollowtng ercnanges In Soul/I Dakota Howard/Carthage (172) • nd OIOhamlRamona (4112) Splarocll. Propert11tS. tnc 
to rts know1edge. iS Ille only corner today l)'oviding local e,changa telecommuf'IC:Obons HMC-0$ in the above ldenbfie<I 
! • cttango areas (S_tatl _HBl!(C 

Spl«rocl< Telecom CooperaM, Inc. pursuant to , 1 U S.C 214(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby 10eks dellgnaliOn a.s an ollg•ble 
lelocommunlc;at>ons carrier Wllhtn tho local exchange arns I/lat consli!u10 ns service area SplJ!Joc~ Telecom Cooperat,ve, 
Inc is the lacdNes..t>ased local el change earner piesenUy proviCllng loc•I exchange telecom.murucaaons services In lhe 
following erchangos Brandon (582) and Garretson (60>594) and (507-597) Spllllock Telecom Coope111uve. Inc.., 10 tis 
knowledge, rs I/le only earner today proYldlng focal eicllange lelecommunic.a!iOns seMCes In the abovo ldcn~fied exehange 
~,oas (Stall HB/KC 

Ttl·County Telecom. Inc pursuanl to 47 USC , 214(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks dosignabon as an oi.glble 
telecommumcal>Ol'ls camor wMin the icx:al exchange aren lhal constitute ris soNice aJea In South Dakota. Tft.County 
Telecom, Inc i:s the facilities-based focal uchange carrier presently prOYldrng local erchange telecommun,cabons seMces 
ln lhe loltow,ng 01cnanges in South Dakota Clavton (112S) and Emery (443) Tri-County Telecom, In,., 10 its knowledge, iS 
the only carrier today piovidrng local exchange telecommunlc1l!i0ns soMCes tn the above rdenblled 01changu areas (Staff 
HB,'CH 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

06/19197 

06119197 

06/19197 

06/19197 

US WEST Commuricaoons, Inc filed lor appioval r:,y the Commlsslon the Type I Paging Agreement between KJAM Mobole 
Pag,ng and U S WE ST "Th« AQreelTW!llt was read\od through voluntary negotlobons Wllhout resort to mediatlOn or arbltraliOn 
and Is submitted for app,oval pursuant 10 Secuon 252(•) of Ille Communications Act ol 193'4, as amended !by tho 

TC97•079 I Terecommunbaons ACI ol 1996 IUAM Mobrlo Paging end US WEST luMer roquM1 that Ille Commission BPP,00\" 'his I 06/16197 
AQteomenf w,Ulout a hearing and Without allow,ng the lntorvontJon or other parlles. Bocause this AQraomenl was roached 
through votun1ary nego~IIOns. • does nol r:use is5ues requiring a hearing and does nol concern olhor 1H111les not a part of the 
negobabons Expedn,ous app,oval would Nnher I/lo pybllc Interest.· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Communica~ons filed tantl sheets lllal removtt rele,ences to oxchang1ts lhal have been sold by US WEST The 
TC97-082 I sale was elloc:IIVe June I , 1997 In addition, this filing Includes some IH1 changes and clean-up kerns US WEST has I 06/17/97 

rogu11Sted ao atfectwe date of June 1, 1997, !01 this ~llng (Stott· OJ/C 

PAGE 5 OF 6 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07,07197 

NA 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA Enat PIAlns T11loeom, Inc on June 13
1 
1997 NA NA 
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S<Utt4 Z'dota 
Public Utilities tommission 

October 1, 1997 

Mr. Richard 0 . Corl 
Execuhva Director 
SOITC 
? . O. Box57 
Pieml. so 57501 

RE: Ellg,ble Teleoommunication.s Carner applahon, TC97-<>n 
Intrastate Telephone Company, Inc. 

Dear Mr Coll· 

The above-referenced appl,c;ation has been n,viewed by tho staff or tho Publtc Utiht,es 
Cc<nmlsslon Tho lollowlng add11Jonal information Is needed In order for the Commis,,on to 
consider this apphcatlon· 

1 Pursuant to 47 CF R 54. 101(aX4), single-party se1V1Ce or ,ts fUl1dlonal eq""1alent mus1 
be made available by an Eltg1ble Telecommunications earner (ETC) 10 receive unrve,sat 
service suppon mechanisms. Does the above•referenced company have this service? 

2. Pursuant to 47 CF R. 54.405 and 54.41 1, Lifeline and Link Up services r!IU$1 be made 
available by an ETC to quabfylng low-income consumeB. Does the applicant c:ompany, IS 
referenced above. make these serv,ces avallable to qualily,ng consumers? 

3 Please provide a venfication by an au1t10nzed officer, under oa1h, to the Commission ,n 
which the applicant represents 10 the comms,ic,n lhll lhe f.cts stated en the Request for ETC 
Oes;gnabon and the response to data request nos 1 and 2. above, are INlhful 

Please respond by Odocer 14, 1997 Upon receipt or thcs tnformation, ,1 wlll be evaluated by 
staff and the matterwdl be scheduled for consideration by the Comm,ss.on lhank you for 
your attention to this matter 

Pl£ASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

~rely, 

f lD.tL~.J 
Karen Cremer 
Staff Attorney 

cc.. Hanan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR ANO NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VMAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS. INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVE.R COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

T<:97--069 

TC97--070 

TC97--071 

TC97--073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-083 
) 

JAMES VAU..EY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-084 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97.()85 
) 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) TC97.()86 
) 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE ) TC97.()87 
) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. ) TC97.()88 
) 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97.()89 
) 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE ) TC97-090 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. ) TC97.()92 
) 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO .. INC. ) TC97.()93 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) TC97.()94 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97.()95 
) 

SANCOM, INC. TC97.()96 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97-097 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. I TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97•100 
I 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97·101 
) 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, iNC. ) TC97·102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. I TC97-105 
I 

FAJTH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-108 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUWCIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/B/A ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/B/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97• 163 

TC97-167 

The Sou1h Dakota Pubhc Utthties CommiSS400 (CommisslOO) received requests from 
the above captioned telecommun,catrons companies requesting des1gna11on as ehgrb!e 
1elecommun1cat1ons camers 

The Comm1ss1on etectrooically transm11ted nottce of the fihngs and the 1ntervent1on 
deadlines to interested 1nd1vtduals and ent11tes On June 27, 1997 the Comm1ss1on 
recen,ed a PebtlOO to Intervene from Dakota Teleoorrvn.ncatious Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Oal(ota Telecom. Inc (OTI) Wlth reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docl<et 
TC97-075) On July 15. 1997. at its regularly scheduled meeung the Comm1ss1on granted 
intervention to DTS and OTI in Oocl<et TC97-075 No other Petthons to Intervene were 
filed 

The Convn,ss,on has ,unsdtd!Oll over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 1nclud1ng 1·26·18 1-26-19 49,31-3 49 -31 -7 49·31 -7 1 49-31 -11 and 47 
USC § 2 14(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the heanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captt0ned 
1elecommunica11nns companies should be granted des1gna1,on as ehg1ble 
1elecommUf' c;it,ons earners and (2) what sen,,ce areas shall be estabhshed by the 
Comm1sS1on 



A hearing shall be held at 1.30 P.M., on Wednesday, November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412. State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota. It shall be an adversary proceed.mg conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the nght to be present and to be 
rep<esented by an attorney These nghts and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
If not exercised at the hearing If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearmg, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, if any, during the hearing or a Final Decision may be ,ssued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. Alier the hearing the Commission will consider all evidence 
and lestimony that was presented al the heanng The CommiSSlon w,11 then enter Findings 
of Fad, Conclusions of Law. and a Final Decision regarding this matter As a resull of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned teleeommunlca!lons companies requesting designahon as an eliglble 
telecommunications carrier, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
teleoommurncations carriers The Comm1ss1on's deetsion may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Court and the state- Supreme Court as provided by law II 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted designation as eligible telecommunications earners, and the Comm1ss1on shall 
establish service areas for e ligible telecommurncalions carriers. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, this hearing 1s being held in a 
pt)ys1cally accessible location Please contact the Public Uhlities Commission a t 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor to the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this 

CER Tlf'IC.A TE OF S[RVICt' 

,,.. -"'Vnod llefd>y .. - 111111111• _. ···'---·-,-·•.,.n•, 
a f ft<·ord wt thfa docbl. .. ., IIU.S tin lht dodtl 
.....ic. ~.a. by r....-°' by ll<ll , i.u moll, In 
p,_,iy -- onolopu , with c""'9H 
Pffl*d Ii'[, 1 . ~ 

By:~/Jv5 /(;¢ifJ 

- 11/7/tz1 

. rl 
7 day of November, 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION· 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD. JR 
Executive Director 
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TH E PUBLIC UT IL I TI ES COMMI SS I ON 
OF THE STATE OP SOUTH DAKOTA 

------------------------------ RECEIVED 
I N THE MATTER OF THE P ILI NGS BY TII E 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNI CAT I ONS 
COMPANIES FOR DES I GNATION AS 
EL I GIBLE TELECOMMUNI CATIONS CARR ERS: 

VIVI AN TELE PHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS 
COO PERATIVE , I NC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMM UNI CATI ONS , I NC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNICAT I ONS COOPERATI VE 
ASSOCIATES, I NC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TE LEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

IITRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 
COOPERATI VE, TNC. 

I" !TERSTATE TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COOPERAT I VE, I NC. 

WEST RI VER COOP ERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMM UNICATI ONS. INC. 

ACC ENT COMM UNICATIONS, I NC . 

J AMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS , INC. 

M! DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y, TNC 

BALT IC TELECOM COO PERAT IV E 

EAST PLAt NS TELECOM, INC. 

) 

> DEC O 2 t997 
) 

~OUTH DA KOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIES COMMISSION 
I 
I TC97 • 06 11 
) 

) TC97 - 069 
) 

I 
I TC97-07 0 
) 
) 

) TC97-07l 
) 

) 

) TC97 - 073 
I 
I TC97-07 4 
I 
I TC9 7 -07S 
J 
I TC97 • 077 
I , 
) TC97 - 078 , , 
) TC97-080 
) , 
l TC97-081 
) 

I TC97 - 083 
) 

l TC97 -0 8 4 
I 
I 
I TC97-085 
I 
I TC97 - 08 6 , 
I TC97 - 087 
I 
I TC97 - 08 8 



l 

2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM -STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

S JEFFERSO N TELEPHONE CO., lNC . 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC . 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

VENTUR£ COMM UNI CATI ONS, INC. 

SANCOM. I NC . 

SANBORN TELE PHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNl CIPAL TELEPHONE CO . 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELE~HONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC I ATI ON 

lJ RC COMM UNI CAT I ONS, INC. 

1 4 ~PL ITROCK PROPERTI ES, I NC. 

lS S PL: 7FOC K TEI.ECON COO PERATIVE , INC. 

l 6 TR I -cou 1:T Y TELECOM, INC . 

17 PAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPAN Y 

1 .. 

BRIDGEWATER CAN: STOTA I NDEPENDENT 
20 TELEPHONE COMPANY 

11 UNI ON TELEPHONE COMPANY 

72 MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPA:-: Y 

2) 

YA , J KA TELErHONE COMPANY 

U~ JOKi~GS MUNICIPAL TELEP HONE 

_,!AN S~:, COMM NI COATlO S INC . 0 

) TC97 - 089 
) 

) TC97 - 090 
) 
) 

) TC97-092 
) 

) TC97-093 
) 

) TC97-09 4 
) 

) 

) TC97-09S 
) 

l TC97-096 
I 
l TC9 7 -097 
) 

) TC97 - 098 
) 

' TC97 - 099 
) 
) 

) TC97 - lOO 
l 
) TC9 7 - 101 
) 

I TC97· 10 2 
I 
I TC97- 105 
) 

I TC9 - 1 0 8 
} 

J TC97-l l 3 
) 

) 

I TC97 - l l4 
I 
) 

I TC97 - llS 
) 

) TC9 7- 117 
l 
) 

I TC 97· 121 
) 

I TC97-l25 
I 

1 7- 1 30 

2 
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HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMM UNI CAT IONS I NC. , D/B/ A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNI CAT I ONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBR IDGE TELECOMM UNI CAT IONS CO. 

US WEST COMM UNICAT IONS, INC. 

THREE RI VER TE LCO 

--~~-~~---------~~----~-----~-

) 

l 
) TC97 - 13 1 
) 

l 
) TC97-15 ~ 
) 

l 
l TC97 - 1SS 
l 
l TC97 - 1 6 3 
l 
) TC97 - 167 
l 
) 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIL ITIES CO MM ISS ION 

PROCEEDI NGS; 

PUC COMM ISS ION; 

No vembe r 1 9, 1 99 7 
1 :30 P . M. 
Room 412 . Cap i t ol Bui l ding 
Pie rre , So uth Dako ta 

Jim Burg , Cha irman 

3 

Laska Schoen fe l d e r , Commissioner 
Pa m Nelson, Commi ss ioner 

COMMISSION STAFF 
PRESENT ; Rol a y ne A.lts Wiest 

Camr o n Hos e c k 
Karen Cre me r 
Har l an Bes t 
Bob Knad le 
Gr ego ry A. Ri s lov 
D<1v id J a cobso n 

Reported by: Lori J. Gr o de . RMR 
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P R Q C E E P I N G $ 1 

2 CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. ~e' ll g o ahead and get 

3 st. arced . I' ll beg in the heari ng f o r the d o c ke t s 

4 re lating t o Lhe eligible tel e commu ni c a t.io ns carriers 

5 d e s19n a t1on. The time is appr o x imacely l ,50. The date 

6 

7 

is No vember 19 , 1 997; and the loca Lion of the hea ring 

is Room 412, Stace Cap H : ol , Pierre . South Dakot a . 

8 1 am Jim Bu rg, Commission Cha irman . 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoen fe lde r and Pam Ne l son are 

10 a l so present. 1'm presiding o ver this hearing . The 

11 hear ing was not iced pu r su a nt to t~e Commission 's Order 

12 Fo r and Notice of Hearing i ssued No vember 7 , 1997 . 

13 

1 4 !ol l o•.,s : 

The lssues a t thi s hearing shall be as 

One, whether the requescing 

15 celecommu n icat1ons company should be g ran ted 

16 designat i on a s eligible tel e communi c at ions c arr i ers ; 

17 a nd, t wo , what. service areas sha ll be established by 

18 the :ommission. 

19 All parties have the right t o be present and 

20 to be rep rese nted by an at torney . All persons so 

21 testifyi ng will b e s wo r n i n a n d subject. co 

22 c r oas· exam1nat1 on by the parties . The Commission ' s 

23 fi nal d ecision ma y be appealed by the part ie s to the 

24 Stat e Ci r cuit Court and the State Supreme Cou rt . 

25 Rol ayne Wi est wil l act as Commissi o n 



6 

l counsel. She may pro v1de re commended rul1ngs on 

2 p r ocedu ra l a nd ev1dent1ary ma tters . The Comm1ss1 on may 

3 o verru l e its counse l 's preliminary rul ings throughout 

4 the h ear ing. If no t ove rruled, the preliminary ru l 1ngs 

S w1ll become !:na l. 

6 At th is t1 me I'l l turn it over t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hear1n9 . 

8 MS. W:ES 7 : I'll t ake appearan c es of the 

9 part ies. Rich . wh o do y ou represent ? 

: o MR co:T , :·~ here t o day representing all of 

ll • hp so :,c ~e~ber co~pan1es. and also Kado ka whi ch has 

12 1ecent ly applied f o r membership with the coal ition. 

:, And Oar"a Roge rs :s h,.re representing s cme companies, 

1 ~ und : gue ss she cou:d 1nd1cate f o r the record which 

:s ~ ~·s she's : epr esent1n9. 

! " XS ROGERS. !'m here repre senr1ng Valley; 

s · - -lth - ": 1andbu :-9. Gol den West. including V1v1 n; 

:s •~d SJlly Buttes a nd Venture . 

Coul d you repea t t h s e 4ga1n ? 

cO ..... y. Stoc ,d:o . ,.,·S:. :-.indbl.:-g, V1v1an . Gol den West. 

'' ~. MS ROGERS Golden West, Sull y Buttes and 

22 •:,•n:..l! r• 

V.S ~: ES7 US West . 

MR. HEASTON: Bill Heast o n and Tammy Wil ka 

: o : u s Wes · c_.-,r.,un , c a t1ons. 
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~S. CREMER : 

MR . HOSEC K: 

staff. 

7 

Karen Cremer. Commiss ion staff . 

Camron Hoseck, Commis s ion 

MS. WlEST: We h av e h ad a request to t ak e o ne 

of these dockets fi r st and that's TC97-0?5. Do any of 

the parties want to ma ke an opening sta tement b e f ore we 

begin? 

Why don't you proceed wit h 075 then . 

MR. COlT: Su re, t hat ' s fine. l real l y don't 

have an o p ening statement. There are a cou p le o f 

exh ibits thac we wo uld li k e to admit . And I unde rst and 

the r e 's a lso b e en some letters sent to the Commiss i on 

tha t we would li k e to admit into the re cord as ev i denc e 

on the ETC questio,,s. And that wo u l d be Exh ibi t Number 

1 , whicn is the application o f Fort Randal l f o r ETC 

designation. a nd Exhibit No. 2, which i s the response 

of Fort Randall to a data request from staff , dated , I 

believ e , October 1st. And there a re two lette r s. I 

don't kno w if we've ma rked those yet . 

( EXHIBITS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED POR 

JDENTI F ICATIO~ .) 

MR. COIT: There are t wo ot h e r exh ibits that 

have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Ma rmet, 1s that 

the letter o f Da kot a o r is Ex hi b it 3 the letter. 

MS. MARMET: e xhibi t 3 i s the letter of 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

l : 

8 

Da koca. 

MR. COIT: So che Ex hibit. 3 is che letter 

from Robert Marmet to the Commission, and Ex hibit 4 is 

a letce r from Mike Brad ley to the Commission. 

MS. WIEST: Whac·s che dace o f that lette r, 

the letter !rom Br adley ? 

MR. COIT: Nov e mber 18th. 

MS. WIEST: Because I have one dated No vember 

18th and one thP. 19th. 

MR. co : T: I think so. Is that right, 

Ex h1b1t 3, 1s that che 19th? Okay . I had a letter 

12 that was daced yesterday, b u t the ones we have marked 

13 f o r admlss1 o n today, ! beli eve boch the le tters are 

: 4 dated the :9th. November 19ch. 

MS . WlEST : 

!6 dated the :sch? 

So che letter from Mr. Bradley is 

!7 MR . co :T . Yes . Sorry about that. 

l 8 MS w: EST ~nd that's Exh1bic 4 . 

MR co :T : · d o n't kno w why they 're dated 

20 ! differently. The !9th 1s the one we 're seeking 

.,. I adr::1ss1 0 :i on. t believe . Yes, ther are identica l so 

Z2 we're seeking ad mission o f the 19ch !etc.er . 

23 MS. WlEST: think they'r e not e xa c tly 

1dent1ca l but ~ e 'l! g o w1ch the 1 9th . Coul d I see the 

.~tter from Dako ca? I d o n't believe we got copies o f 
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15 

9 

that o ne . ( Pause .) So at this time are you o ffer ing 

Exhibits l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

MR . COIT: Yes, that' s cor rect. 

MS. WIEST: Is the r e any ob1 ect1on t o those 

exhibits being admH:.ted ? If not, 1, 2, 3 a nd 4 have 

been ad~1tted 1n TC97•07 Then at this time I wou ld 

ask i f any o f the par ties h a ve any questi ons pertaining 

t o TC97 -075, including the Comm1ss1oners ? 

The onl y question I would ha ve, Rich, 1s on 

che response to the data request, Exhibit 2. And the 

first question it tal ks about single party service. I 

9uos1 It' s not absolutely clear that it's available t o 

all the cu1tome 11 the w,y that the 1tatement ia wr t•ten 

nd ,nswerod. 

MR. CO IT : Oh. because they aa1d does the 

16 a bove- r e f e r enced company have this service . 

17 MS. WIES7: Right. 

18 MR. CO I T: Yeah. t guess that 1s co rrect. 

l5 And I am not here t oday t o serve a s a witness. 

20 MS. WlEST: No. 

21 MR. CO IT : I! that's a conce r n that you !ee l 

22 you need addressed, and I hate to say this, but I was 

23 led to believe chat 1! there were some q u est ions on 

2~ app lications and there wa s not a witness here to answer 

25 that. those questions c)uld be dealt with bet ween now 

I 
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l and December 2nd. 7here are witnesses here today for 

2 some of the othe r appli c at ions, b ut the r e is n o t a 

3 w:tness here today wi th respect co Fort Randall's 

.; appl1cat1on. 

5 MS. WIEST, The only ocher thing I would 

6 suggest ts that perhaps the Comm1ss1on could Just have 

1 it clar1f1ed by anothe r a(fidav1t from the pe r son . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURC: We could appro ve it on the 

9 basis of t hat clar1 ! icat1o n. 

10 MS . WIEST : A late - filed exh1b1t )USt 

11 c ldrlfy.ng that since we are t king affidavits Crom t h e 

:2 wttncaae8 o n o ther 1aeucs . 

: l MR COl7 1 appreciate th t option 

t 4 MS WIEST Othe rwi se. a re there any othe r 

: 5 qu,•o · ions 1 e ~at ina • 015? 

: .. HA:PMA!'- BUr!C : Can we make bench de c 1s1ons? 

MS. WlEST : Staff w1ll have somethtna too. 

:R Th~y'l! have testimo ny on all of the cases. Does staff 

1 9 ware c o g o n o w, or d o y o u wa n t to go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECF Or1g1nall y we had p l anned to go 

21 after the appli c ants had . 

2 ~ MS , WIEST : All the applica nts? 

2 3 MR HOSECK. Ye a . And 1 f these are treated 

2~ en mass or s o mething ~a1rly close to that, then we 

2 5 wo uld ~e prepared to put on ou r c a se in a s1m1lar 
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1 manner. 

2 CH1'IRMAN BURG: Tha t 's fine . 

3 MS . WIEST : Let's j ust go through them and 

4 then we ' ll have Har lan as the witness. Let's g o back: 

S to TC97-068. Does anyone have any questions o n 

6 TC97-068? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a cla rif ication. 

data request respons e is this? 

MS . WIEST: Ye s . That woul d b e in that 

pac ket . 

What 

MR . CO IT : ls there a chance t ha t we could 

con s ider or deal wit h these en mass as Mr. Hoseck: has 

indicated o r suggested? 

MS . WIEST: I'd rathe r not just bec.ause on a 

few o f them I have a coupl e q uestions o n some o( them. 

MR . CO I T: Ok:ay . 

introduce the e xh ibits? 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

Should I g o ahead and 

19 HR . CO IT : With respect to Docket TC97 -06 8 

20 there are t wo ex h1 b1ts. Exhibit No. l is the actual 

21 ETC re~uest !1 l ed by Vivia n Telephone Company . And 

22 Exhiblt No. 2 is the response o f Vivian Telephone 

23 Company to a d a ta request from Commission s t af f . We 

2 .. 

2S 

woul d move the adm!ssion o f those exhibits . I d o not 

have the dates . l don't have them here with me . 



1 Ok ay. Ye ah. che dace on c h e Ex hibit No. l is 6·1997, 

2 and c he dat e on t he respons e to th e d a t a r e q uest 1s 

3 10•1 4 •97. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 6·9; r ight, not 6·19? 

MR . CO IT : 6 - 19 6·9, excuse me . 

MS. WIEST : Oka y . ts there any objection to 

7 admit.t i ng Ex h1b1ts land 2 1n 068? I! not, they 've 

a been ~dm itced . Again, Rich, on £ x h1b1t 2. the first 

9 qu est~on. it says we provi de single pa r ty service 

10 i:hrou ghout. 

11 customers ? 

I guess I' 11 assume that means all 

12 MR. CO,T: I wou ld call Don Lee. Don Lee 1s 

l) here representing V1v1an as well as some of the o ther 

: ; cor.ipanies . Don Lee. d o you want to t a ke a seat ? 

DON Laa . 

c a?l-d as a witness. being first duly s wo rn, 

:7 was e x am1ned a nd testified as f ollows: 

:~ o:RECT EXAMINATION 

.-, SY MP. CO: 7 

~O Could y ou r espond to Commission counsel' s 

2: qi.est ion, plea•e? 

':'ne an s wer to you r questi on i s , yes, i t 

23 do~s 1nd ~c a te tna: :hey pro vide service p r iv a te line 

24 t:,:-oughout the study are.a . 

2S MS. ;.. 1 ES':' : Single p a rty t o a ll custome r s? 
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2 

It's available to all customers? 

A. Right. 

3 MS. WIEST: Thank yo u. That's the only 

13 

4 question I have. Does anybody else have dny questions 

s for this witness for 068? If not, thank you. I did 

6 admit Exh ibit land 2. 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We woul d move the admisaion of 

8 Ex hibits No. land 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application do ted 6·9-97 and response to a staff 

10 data request dated 10·14-97. 

11 MS . WIEST: Any obJect1on? If not. they• ve 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

1 4 not have the data request up here with me for s ome 

15 reason. I'm sorry about this, but l need to go back 

16 and ask Mr . Lee about the Lifeline. Link Up. I thin< 

17 wa s that covered 1n the data request? l 'm sorry to be 

18 behi~d the eight boll, but I did not have that and so 1 

19 need to kno w whether this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up now or whether y o u need to ·· whe the r you 

21 

22 

lntend to have that implemented by l·l? 

A. 

23 Company? 

2 4 

You're re!err1n9 to the Vivian Telephone 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

25 wha t we 're doing now. 

I 
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l A . Vivian Telephone Company does pro vide 

2 Lifeline and Link Up thro ughout its system with the 

3 e x ception of the Vi vian Exchange, and they anticipate 

4 pro v i ding it in the Vi v i an Exchange by January l, 

S 1998. 

6 COMMl SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But anticipated 

7 and doing it are two different things. And I th i nk I' m 

s going to have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 do tt or that you're g oi ng t o ask f or s omething from 

10 us. 

11 ". Do you want a commitment that we will d o it 

12 b y that da te? 

l 3 

14 

:s 

COMM ISSIONER SC HOENFELDER: I th i nk cha t's 

o ne o f the requirements, 1 f I 'm re a ding the Ac t right. 

A. Yeah. 

COMM: SSlO~ER SCHOENFELDER: At•d I think 

1 7 that's 1mporcant that we have that o n rhe reco rd . 

18 ' " . Cen:.:i~n:y, Commissioner. The answer is, yes. 

: ! ~hey a r e committed to pro vid1ng it by 1·1·1998. 

~O ~M: ss : o NER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a questi o n, a gene r al 

22 one on that. On the t o ! 1, what d o we call 1.t t ol l 

23 control? Do we need a statement on t ho se. t oo . or a 

2 , request f or a waive r ? 

., -~:, MS. WIEST: They did actually request wa ivers 
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1 in their origina l app lic ations. 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

MR. COIT: l wa s at the concl u sion o f going 

through . l guess. the quest ions and so forth, l wa s 

basic ally· bef o re the Commission a cts on any of 

these, goi ng to rest a te the request. But 1f the 

Commission has questions of Mr. Lee with r espect to 

certain aspects of providing it, I woul d -- yeah, l 

would suggest you go ahead and ask it. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: No. I don't have a problem as 

long as we kno w all of them that' s going to apply t o. 

ln other words, if it applies to eve ry o ne of them, 

then the statement at the end saying it applies o n a ll 

13 of t hem is adequate fo r me. Or if y ou h ave some that 

14 

15 

16 

already could do the toll control, we need to kno w 

that. I doubt if there are any at this time. 

MR. COIT : No, we don't. And the wa iver 

17 request is included in all the app lica t i ons. But just 

18 t o ma k e sure it was ruled on, l wa s i n tending on 

19 bringi ng it up again at the end. 

2 0 CHA1RMAN BURG: Oka y. That's fine with me . 

21 MS. WIEST: Any ot her questions o f th is 

22 witness regard ing 068 and 069? If not, we will go to 

23 TC97-070. 

24 MR. COIT: Again, I would move for the 

25 admis s on of t wo e xhibits in TC97-070, and that is the 
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ETC appl1cat1on or req uest dated 6-10-97 a nd respons e 

to etaff•s data request dated 10 - 97 . 

HS. W!EST : Any obj e ct i on? I f not, Exh ibi t• 

land 2 have been adm1t t ed . 

s w1th rega r d t o this docket? 

6 TC97·07:. 

Are tne re any questions 

I f not, l et's 90 t o 

7 MR . COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

a Exhibits No. J and 2, request for ETC status dated 

9 6 ·10-97 and r esponse co data request o f sea!! d a ted 

:o 10 ·9-97. 

MS . WtEST: Any obJec t ion to Exhibits l and 

"l2 2? -c not., they've been admitted. Are there any 

13 quest 1ons rega r d i ng TC97·071? If not, we will 90 to 

1 .; TC97-073. 

:s MR . co : T. We woul d move for the a dmission o f 

:6 Ex h1b1t No. 1. ETC request dated 6 - : 1-97 and Exh1bic 

!7 No. ~. re sponse t o si a ! ! data req uest dated 10- 14 ·9 7. 

18 MS w:Ec7: Any o b J eccions to £ x h1b1ts l a nd 

:9 2 be1ng admttt ed~ ., not, :.!ley ha •~e been admitted . 

20 Any quest1ons re 9ard1n9 c 13, 

21 MP COl7: wo~!d not e tha t Dennis La w, who 

22 1s the curr~nt manag r o ! Siou x valley Tele p hone 

23 Compa~y . _s ava tlab:e ~ ! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 .; quest1ons. 

2S MS. WI EST· Any questton&? If not. we 'll go 
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I to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We would move f o r t he admission of 

3 Exhib~ t No. l, wh ich is the ETC request d at ed 6-12-97 

~ and Exhibit No. 2 . response to staff da ta r eques t dated 

5 10 - 31-97. 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there any objections? If 

7 not , l and 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

8 questions concerning 07 4 ? I h av e the same question o n 

g this one, Rich, with respect to the data request number 

10 o ne. 

11 

12 

ll 

1 4 f iled. 

MR . COIT: Woul d an affidavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST: Yeah, as far as a ll customers. 

MR. COIT: Okay. I will make sure that gees 

15 MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not, 

16 let's go to TC97-077. 

17 MR . COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

18 Exhi~it No. l. which 1s the ETC request and that's 

19 oaced 6-13 - 97. Also move for admission o f Exhibil No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request dated 10-9-97. 

21 And there is also an Exh ibit No. 3 in thi s docket, a 

22 supplemental response to staf f data request. It's 

23 dated 10 -28-97. We move the adm ission o f all three 

24 exhibits. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any o b j e c tion ? If not, those 



l t hree e x h i bits have been a d mi tted. 

2 q u eot1on s r ega rding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

) MR . CO IT : 

: Tc today as we ll? 

1 believe Mr . Lee i s r ep resentin g 

5 

6 

7 

MR . LEE : Tha t's right . 

MS w: EST : Okay. Let's go to TC97-078 . 

MR CO IT : we move for the a dmission of 

8 ExhibJ.t Ne,. :. whi ch 1 s the £TC r equest d ated 6 - 13-97 

9 and ~ove f o r the adQi ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2. which is 

10 r espo nse to ut a!! data request dated 10-9- 97 . 

MS. W:ES':' , Any o b J e ct1on t o those e x h1bJ. t s ? l l 

12 :! not, r.hey•ve been admH; ted . Any quest i o n s 

13 concerning this d ocket ? Let's go t o TC97-080. 

-.. '!R. co:T We move ! o r the adm1ss1on of 

15 Ex h1b1t No. 1. whi c h 1s the ETC r e q uest d a t e d 6 - 16-97, 

:~ an d a~so ~ove ! o r adm~ss1on o ! r esp onse to staff d ata 

17 ?'eques· E' x!ablt tlo 2. which 1s dated l 0- 1 ~ - 97. 

:s 

., . 
~ . 

Y.S . Wl £ 57 

':'C'.17-0 9: 

MR co :T 

Any obJec t 1on t o Ex h1b1ts l and 

Any q uest ons 

:f not, let 's mo ve t o 

We mo ve ( o r the adm1ss1 o n o! ETC 

~3 :-•ql.es t dated 6-16 °7 , wh::.ch 1s Ex hibit !'lo. 1, and a l s o 

~ .; Exh .b.: No. 2 . ?"'espo nse to staf f dat a r equest. d a t e d 

:s : o 15 - 97 .. 
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1 MS. WIEST: Are there any objections to land 

2 2? lf not, they've been a dmitted . Any questions 

3 regarding this docke t? So, Rich. with r espect to this 

, o ne, you will be asking at the end about the wa iver f or 

5 the single party and all the other wa ivers; is that 

6 right? 

7 MR. COIT: Is there a waiver request in the 

8 Stateline on the single party issue? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes. 

10 MR. COIT: I wasn't a ware of that. I 

11 understood there were some companies that had p urchased 

12 Us Wesc exchanges that were still in the proces s o f 

13 converting some part y lines . But . yes, if they need a 

1 ~ wa iver, I guess so. I'll renew that request . I don't 

1~ have any fa ctual information I can pro vide . I don• t 

16 believe, Mr . Lee, arc you here representing Stateline? 

17 MR. LEE: I am. And i n conversa t ions wi th 

18 Stateline management yesterday. the y indicated that 

19 they would l i kely need a waiver reque st until March, 

20 April time frame when they can f inish the cons truction 

21 to provide a ll one party service. 

2 2 MS. WIEST: And in their applicat ion they•re 

23 actuall y asking for a one-year waiver; correct? 

2 4 MR . LEE: But they're willing to shorten it ' 

25 up. 



• . MS. WIEST: 

20 

So you probably )U&t need a 

2 wa iver until June? 

3 

s 

MR. LEE : That would be adequate. 

MS . WIEST : June let? 

CHAJRMAN BURC : Do we need to a ct o n the 

6 wai,•ers now? 

7 COMM ISSiONER SCHOENFELDER: Do you want a 

8 motion o n the waiver now? 

9 

:. o 

l l 

12 

13 

1 4 

MS. W1£ST: Let's talk abo ut that . The thing 

ts that a ll o f these, I believe, are g o ing to also need 

a molion on the waivers f o r the one year o n the toll 

control , and we haven·t been doing any o f tho se mot tons 

a t thi s t1r.ie. 

CHAir<l':A~ BURG : We have to take each o f those 

15 separ t e mot i o ns, do y o u thin k. at the end for the toll 

: 6 co:lt r o l? 

1 7 

:a 

:o 

MS. WIEST: Yes . If we wa nt to go ·· 

MR. co :T : We could p1 c k it u p here now and 

star t d oi ng waiv e r s That might be t h e easiest way . 

CHn: RMAr; BURG. I! we got t o g o through each 

21 I one 

MR. C0 :7 . Rule on them as yo u go through. 

23 CHAIRMA!l !! URC : Easie r than going back . 

MS . WIEST , Okay. Fo r 08 1 w1th respect to 

:?S th,• -.a 1ve : unt.1 I .iune lst, 1998, co ncerning single 
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1 party se rvi ce to all customers . and the s~cond wa1ver 

2 o n toll control f o r o ne year -- o ne year f rom wh a t 

3 date. Ri c h? 

4 MR . CO IT : i think 1 woul d guess tnat that 

s woul d be from the date of t he o rder . 

6 MS. WIEST: Okay . 

7 MR . COIT: On the toll c_ntro l ? You're 

8 spe ak i ng to the t oll cont r ol; cor re c t ? 

9 MS. WI EST : Yea. t oll control. 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

:. 4 

JS 

16 

17 

l 8 

l 9 

COMM I SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: t hav e a quest1on 

a s long as we•re t a l k ing about t~e waive r s both on toll 

control and on the s ingle party aerv 1ce . Aa long as 

you're asking for waivers. let•a make a u re it's done 

prope r ly and that we• r e not ba c k he re in t wo month 

ask.ng !or more wa i vers I would hate to g o th r ough 

th,~ process, or would not li k e to g o through thla 

process again . ! th1n~ we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing i l . I a lso have a ques tion about wh a t 

~eets the requirements o f the Act? How much of a 

20 wa.ver can we 91ve? don ' t know as I kno w the a nswer 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

2S 

to that . 

MS. WIEST • R1ght . The time act u a lly in the 

FCC Order i s not spec1(1ed . Bu t 1t d oes say 1n 

paragraph 89. I believe. that the Commi ss ion must . upon 

a f inding o f exceptional c ircumstances, you c an make a 
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l l 

22 

wa1ver ! o r single party serv i ce, for a spec1!1ed pe r 10 

o: t. uue. And also on che coll l 1m1cacion the company 

must also show e xceptional c1 r cumscances exist a nd need 

for addtt1onal time to upgrade. They should have t o 

show ind1v1dual h a rdship, 1ndiv1dual1zed hardship or 

inequity wa rrants add1t1onal ti~e to comply and that 

would better serve the ~ubl1 c interest that 1s 10 

stri c t adherence to the time period and tt should 

extend only aa l ong as the e x ceptiona l ci r cumstances 

ex.et. 

MR COIT, l would note that 1n the 

12 app~1cat1 ons. wh1!e we 've requested a year, we've also 

:~ 1nd1cated that within •hat per1od o f time we would file 

l ~ so~P 1~!or~ ac~ o~ • . :~ th~ Comm:ss1 on 1ndicat 1ng. you 

:s cno ~. when · he c apao1l1ty is available. lf the 

~ 5 t"omrr .1Js 1on · what . .,. have · · and Mr . Lee, I think, c an 

: 7 answer sorL q~est:or.s 1n the a r e a o f toll control that 

:a : c ,n't anewer &~t we•~e fdced with a situ ton today 

19 wnere the capab1!1·1es are )U St not ava1laole. If a 

:o year .s t oo long, you kno w, :rom our perspective we 

~: : ea!!y d1dn'l kno w wher. 1: would be available and 

that's why we requested a year. But 1f there's better 

23 1n ~o r~ati on on that, maybe t he time period can be 

24 d1tierent But r1 aht now we really don't kno w when the 

. 5 c apdb1 :.t y is go:ng LO be av a 1lable . 
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l COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate t o belabor 

2 the poi n t, and I know e v e r yone wants to gee th r ough 

3 chis, but to me i t's ve r y important that we do it 

4 right. And so i f it means that we need to answer ~ he 

5 question when we grant t hese wa i vers a n d we send these, 

6 or y o u se nd chem o n to the FCC , we need to be su r e chat 

7 you have spelled ou t why these compani e s -- at least 

8 th is i s what I' m unde r st a nding - - why t he se compa nies 

9 can ' t do t oll contro l and why it's going to take that 

1 0 long of a perio d o f time to d o single party service. 

11 And so 1 think c hat should be in the appli c atio n 

12 somewhere, o r at lease in ou r motion a s we a pp r ove it, 

13 or we should have s ometh i ng on the r~cord c o support 

1 4 where we're going. 

ls 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MS. WIEST: They d o e xpla i n the reasons i n 

their applicatio n, the i r o r igina l appli c at ion, wi th 

res pect to toll control . 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

MS. WIEST: Bu t i f there are any further 

questions that the Commission wo uld like to ask ac thi s 

time, i f you need more i nf o rma tion on that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l wou ld li ke to 

2 4 know -- and th1s probably isn' t true o f all companies. 

25 Bue of the one, you 're tes t ifyi n g fo r a t least, 
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1 Mr . Lee, where they're at in d epl o ying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things a nd what kind of 

3 delays y ou might expect . Be c ause I d o n't want this t o 

4 no t go for ward the way that it's bee n perceived t hat it 

S should go f o rward . 

6 MR. L££: Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

7 that 1n general; and then i f there are specific 

8 que stions . I' d be happy t o do that . But the i ssue o f 

9 toll limitation, which I believe under the FCC's 

1 0 descript1on ident1 f 1es a t oll rest r iction and a toll 

11 control, and the issue at hand is in the toll control, 

l2 which my underst and ing i s to indicate tha t the end user 

ll subscri ber is to be able to control the a mount o f its 

1 4 monthly bill, at which time a r est r iction aut o mat ically 

ts ki c k s 1n and d isallows a ccess t o the long d is tance 

:5 net work. To my knowledge , there 1s n o s witch ve ndor i n 

17 t he Un1 te d States today who provides that c apab1 l1 ty 

!6 w:~hin lts s w1t ch I kno w that the ve ndo r s are wo rking 

! co~:d n o t sit here with a clear consc i ence 

2 0 and indicate that on X date that : wou:d e x pect 1t will 

21 ce ava.l bl~ . Gi ven my ho nest o p !n1on, I woul d doubt 

2~ th~t ,t's available t o the general population within a 

~3 year 's tlme per iod. And there i n is the reason I 

2~ believe chat SDITC ~embe rs ask f o r the o ne - year per iod 

2 ~ b~ ~~wse w~ d on' t ant1c1pate 1c b eing ava ilab l e . 
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2 

3 

.; 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

2S 

The second or a l ternat i v e to that is a 

so f t wa r e prov isioning of toll control. And , ag a in, to 

my knowledge. there is no l nter ! ace t et ween a soft ware 

system and a s witch tha t has tha t capab1l1ty . 

Pri~arily because 1t would take r e al t ime rating o f a 

cusLomer ·s us age ; and because the customer control 

s witch in t erex change c arrier it's choosing, there a re a 

my r iad o ( o pti ona l c all p l ans and rate structures tha t 

would be appl i ed . And, co my knowledge, there JUSt is 

no tec hnology, nor soft ware . a v a ilable t o carry o ut 

t ha t prog ram . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And it I reca ll 

13 right, it doesn't - - lt's not permi ssive, one or the 

1 4 other. 

15 

You really to need to d o all o f the above. 

MR . LEE: It 1ncludes both, that's correct. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFELDER: I be li eve some l 6 

17 companies have a sked the FCC f o r clarificati o n. that 

18 sort o f t hing . And as f ar as r kno w, you mi ght have 

19 better in f o rma tion than l d o tha t tha t decis1on has not 

20 been handed d o wn by the FCC. 

21 

22 

23 

MR . LEE : A, 

1nformation; and, 9, 

down, to my kno wl edge . 

I dou b t ! have better 

agree i t h a s not been handed 

There is t hat clarifica t1 o n 

24 procedure request 1n front of the FCC. 

2S COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Ok ay. 
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l CHAr!tMAN BURG: To my kno wledge. everybody 

2 can o !!e r t oll l1~1tac1on; right, from what we've had 

3 

4 

to get a gene ra l statement? 

MR . LEE : i·m going to define as t oll 

5 restri c t. o n. 1! : can. 1nncead o! toll l1m1tation. y e s. 

6 CHA! RM At: BURG: Toll block ing 1a what l 

7 I mean . 

a 

Everybody c an offe r tha t? 

MR . LEE. To my kno wledge, that's a true 

10 CHA!RMAN ilURG And I guess my position 1s to 

l l r-e the o t~er · · l r eally don't see, you know, since 

:2 y ou i 11d it's no t available, I c a n't see them 1mply1ng 

13 1:: o r e v, r. p utt1ng 1t into here . I think it s a tisfie s 

14 all o t o ur n~eds I have no problem giving t h e full 

: s y•ar o r mo r• a ~ l o ng a s it gets through FCC , wh , ch at 

·n. G t 1r- e 1 t app-ars 1t should. So I don't see this 

:7 p c . nt t o ~e 1n caking it a shorter l1m1t because r 

1 ~ Jo n 'l t hin~ i t w: l l interfe re with the ETC 

.... 
: , 

~R :..££ : ~ o ~!d agree with that and then 

1nd1 c a · ed that they w1!l 1nvest1gate and will work with 

~.tch vend o rs so tha t when i t does become 

ava:lable, they ' re w1 ll1ng to imp l ement it. I th.ink 

2 5 that the telephone companies feel that o n c e it be come s 
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1 a vailab l e, it is i n t h e public inte rest and would be 

2 very supporti v e of that concept. 

3 CHAIRMAN BURC: With thGC I' ll mov e th a t we 

~ grant the o ne - year waiver o n toll -- what l& it 

5 c a lled? Toll limitatio n? Toll c o ntrol ? 

6 

7 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I ' d second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : ! 'm g o ing to 

8 concur with that a s long a s the motion is underst ood 

9 thac the r e will be some fo r mal wa y to limit coll £o r 

10 these c ustomers j ust so that eve ryb o dy unders t a nds the 

1 1 motion. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURC : l th i nk in every appl icati o n 

ll y ou agreed tha t y ou c an d o toll restriction --

14 MR . LEE: Right . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURC: lf I remembe r readi ng the 

16 app lica tions, and chat co me is satisfactory . 

17 MR. LEE : Tha nk you. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURC : Do you want them as a 

19 sepa ra te moti o n ? Okay . I 'll a l so move -- which one do 

20 we need o n th1s o ne? 

2 l MS . WI EST : The single part y serv ice unt:! 

22 Ju:ie lat. 

23 CHA IRMAN BU RC: I 'll move that we gran~ a 

24 wa iv e r in TC97 -08 1 1:i the single party requi r ement 

25 until June 1. 1 998. 
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COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I 'd second. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

l 

2 

3 MS . WIEST : Any other questions 1n 0 81 ? Do 

~ y ou wan t to g o b a c k now? 

S CHAIRMAN BURG: I t might be e a sier to go b a c k 

6 and get these o t he rs . 

7 MR . COJT : Whatever. 

8 MS, WIEST . We'll go back to 068, and the 

9 motion 1n 068 will be f o r the on e - year wai ve r o n tol l 

10 control. 

:1 CHAIRMAN BURG , I'll move that we g ra nt the 

12 wa ive r o f toll contro l 1n TC9 7 0 7S . 

13 COMMI SSlONER NELSON: I'd second. 

l~ COMMI SSiONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

: s ~ S. WIEST : 06 8 

:6 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gran t the t ol l 

!7 ~ean : •11 ov ~ we g !ant th~ w \ 1ver ! o r t o ll 

: a .1m1·at1 on. 

: Q 7 o , l control t ·m s o rry, we have 

. c b~ a ccu rJ · ~ boca~se what the FCC di d 1a they c al: 1t 

2 : c -c! n ~a :o •• co~tro : a nd ; o! ! block.n9 as toll 

13 CHA:RMAN BURG : ·11 move we grant the waive r 

2 ~ ! r ~o ll contro l i n TC97·068. 

CO MM !SS: ONER NE LSON Seconded . 



COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST: For one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

MS. WIEST: 069. 
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CHAIRMAN BORG : I'll keep making them. l'll 

6 move we gran t the toll control waiver 1n TC97 - 069 for 

7 one year. 

8 COMMIS SIONER NELSON: seconded . 

9 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

10 MS. WIEST: 070. 

ll CHA I RMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant t ol l 

12 control in TC97-070 f or one year, the wa i ver for one 

13 year . 

H 

1S 

l 6 

17 

1 e 

19 

20 

21 

22 

con tro l, 

one year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 171. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant t ol l 

the waive r f o r toll control, tn TC97 - 071 for 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Se conded. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : 073 . 

21 CHAIRMAN SURG: l 'll move we g ra nt the wa ive r 

2 4 f o r toll c ontrol in TC97-073 t or one year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 



l 

2 

) 

6 

7 

8 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Coneur. 

MS. WI EST: 07 4 . 
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CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the wa1ver 

f o r toll control in TC97 •0 7 4 for o ne year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WIEST : 0 77 . 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the waiver 

9 ( o r t oll control 1n TC97 ·077 for one yea r . 

1 0 

l l 

, ' ·-

:s 

19 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: 078. 

CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the waiver 

( or toll cont:ol 1n TC97 078 f o r o ne year . 

COMMISSt ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMI SS : ONER S CHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WiES7 0 8 0. 

~HA!RMAN BURG: And I'll move we grant the 

: • w~ .v•r ! o r co! : con t r ol ~n TC 97-0 8 0 ! o r o ne y • a r . 

~ . .. . 
CO MM lSS: C~ER ~E LSON: Seconded. 

COMMI SS : ONEP SCHOENFE LDER: Con c u r . 

CHAIRMA N BURG: We did 81; right, and we a r e 

~J o ~ne w. th e: . 

~ ~ MS w:ES7 Any further questions on 08 17 

~~ ~7=.~ __ 1 __ o_e __ J_. ______________________________________________ __. 
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l MR. COIT : We would move for the ~dm1ss ion o f 

2 the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6-17 - 97, and 

3 Exhibit No. 2, the response to staff data request which 

4 1s dated 10 - 8 - 97. 

s MS. WIEST: Any o b Ject ion? lf not, land 2 

6 have been admitted. Any ques tions regarding 0 8 3? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG: l ' ll ~ove we gran t t h e toll. 

8 the waiver for toll con trol in TC97-083 f or o ne year. 

9 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

10 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

11 MS. WIEST: TC97·08 4 . 

12 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of the 

13 ETC request dated 6- 17-97 , which is marked Exhibit No. 

14 1, and we move f or the admission o f Exh i bit No. 2. the 

15 response to staff da ta request dated 10-8-97. 

16 MS . WIEST : Are there a ny obj e ctions? If 

17 not, they've been admitted. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wai v e r 

1 9 f o r Loll control 1n TC9 7· 08 4 for o ne year . 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l'l l concur. 

22 Do es this have a single part y question on this o ne ? 

2 3 MS . WIEST: No. They sa i d in their o rig inal 

24 application that they are offer ing sing le party service 

2 5 t o all consumers. 
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2 

l 

4 

s 
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COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFS LOER : I g ot a sticky o 

l t . So rry . Jamee Valley; r19ht ? 

MS WIEST : I believe 1n their·· o k a y . 

Yeh, that was Bob'• queet1on. And the reason he had 

the quest i on 1s 1t was a c tu•lly in the o riginal 

" appl teat 10 n So .! y ou look at the o r 191nal 

7 a p p l1cat1 on on page t wo, under questi on number three, 

a they d o state that they p r o v ide single party service t o 

9 al l consumers 1n their service area . 

lO on · hat 11 st . 

Number f our d o wn 

COMM :ss: ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

12 MS. WIEST, Thank you . Ok<1y . Let's g o to 

13 :-c91 oas . 

. , 
! s 

: . 

: G 

' .. 
We move ! o r adm1tt1n9 o ! Exhibit 

the ETC requ~et, d ted 6-17-97, and Exhibit No . 

t~• r esponse to sta!f data request da t ed 10-1 0-97. 

MS WIEST An y obJect1ons? I ( not, they• ve 

ce,.-n ar,.: • ed . ; h ve the same ques tion here wi th 

: ~ respecc to q ues:: on nu~be r o ne. 

ZC MR 

:'l 1.0 q"L.est1ons. 

COIT, Mr. Benton 18 avail a ble to respond 

! believe . le this Hea r ·land? R19ht? 

:'2 or, Don, c an you respo nd t o a11y questi o ns? 

:! 3 MR !.EE: Mark has a sked me t o r espo nd o n h1 s 

bena! ~. which w1l! be Heartland Commun ication s. and 

~S ~hey are o ((e r 1ng a ll s i ngle . 
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l MS. WIEST: Singl e pa r t y wa s off e red to all 

2 custome r s? An y ot he r questions concern ing t his 

3 dock et? ts there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1·11 move that we grant the ~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

waiver for toll control t o TC97 - 089 :or one yea r . 

10 

CO MM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 085, I believe . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Ex cuse m~ . 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 086. 

11 MR. COIT: We move fo r the admission of ETC 

12 request , Ex hibit No. l. d a ted 6-17-97, and respon se t o 

13 sta!f data r equests, Ex hibit No. 2 , which is d a ced 

14 10 - 10 97 . 

1 5 MS. WIEST : Any objec t ions? If not, they 

1 6 have u een admitted. 

17 t hat, Mr. Lee ? 

Same ques t ion, c a n you aoswe r 

1e MR . LEE: I'm sorry, I don't have the 

19 a s s ociated c ompanies wich the e x hibit numbers. Which 

2 0 c ompany are we referring to? 

21 

22 

23 services. 

24 

25 

MR. COIT: M1dstate. 

MR. LEE: They are cu r rently all private line 

MR. COIT: Sing l e party; cor r e ct? 

MS. WIEST: Single par ty to all custome rs? 



1 

2 

3 docket? 

4 

MR . LEE: Co rrect. 

MS. WI EST : Any o ther questions in th1s 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the toll 

5 control wa i ver in TC97-086 for o n e year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCH0 £~F£LD£R : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 ·0 87. 

MR. COIT: We move f o rt. he adm ission of 

10 Ex hlbit No. l, ETC request, dated 6 - 11.01, and Ex hibit 

l ! 

12 

13 

' . -~ 

No. 2. response to sta f f data request. da ; ed 10·16-97. 

MS. WI ES7: Any obJ e ct1ona? I ( not. Ex hibits 

l and 2 have been a dm1tte d . 

CHA I RMA1' SURG; I'll mo ve we grant toll 

1 5 control w 1ve r 1n TC97 -087 for one year. 

COMMI SSlONER NELSON: I'd second i t 

l ., COMMISS; O~ER SCHOEN FELDER : Conc- t . 

:. a MS. W!EST : Again, I'd h.;ve a question on 

l'i t.h1s o ne. Ri c h . 

2 0 MR . COIT Mr Lee 1s represen ting Bal t ic as 

2 ! we 1 l . 

22 MR . !.EE ; Salt1c 1s cu rrently all private 

23 1 l 0(' l'm s o rry. single party . I should use the r1ght 

:er~ s:ng!e party sc~v1ce . 

25 MS. W!ES7 To a ll customers? 
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2 

3 

3S 

MR. LEE: Correct. 

MS . WIEST: Thank you. TC97 -088. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

• Exh ibit No. 1. ETC r equest dated 6 · 17-97 , a nd response 

s to sta ff dat a request, which is £ xh ibit No. 2, wh1 cb 1s 

6 dated l0- 17 -97 . 

7 MS . WIEST : Any o b j ections? If not, Exhib1ts 

8 1 and: have been a dmitted. 

9 CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

1 0 o n toll con trol in TC97 -088 for o ne year. 

ll 

12 

l 3 

l ~ 

15 

16 

l 7 

this one, 

18 service. 

l-9 

2: 0 

21 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: l "d seco nd i t . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: Can you an s wer my ques tion o n 

Mr. Lee? 

MR. LEE : Company name , please ? 

MS. WIEST: Ea st. Plains . 

MR. LEE: Cu rrent ly i s 

MS. WIEST : Tha nk you. 

MS . WI EST : TC97 - 089. 

all single pa r t y 

MR. COIT: We mo v e f or the admissi o n o f 

22 Exhibit No. 1 , which is t he ETC req uest dat ed 6-17-97 , 

23 and th e admissi on o f Exh i bit No. 2, which i s a response 

2 q t o s taff d a ta request. dated 10- 21 -97. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any o b j e c ti o ns? I f no t, they' ve 
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1 been admitted . Same question. 

2 MR. CO I T : I don't bel iev e that Mr. Lee 1s 

3 here representing Western t oday . What did they say in 

~ the response? 

5 MS . WJEST : They sa1d Western Te lephone 

5 o ! f ers s ingle party service . My question is do they 

7 of!er to every cu stomer again ? 

8 

9 

10 

MR . COIT: Well 

MS. WIEST : Can you do a late-filed on that? 

MR . co :, : We can do an af(idavi t on that 

: l one. I guess. 

!2 CHAIRMA N BURC: 1' 11 move we gran t a waiver 

:3 o n t oll c o n t r ol for TC97 · 089 f or one year. 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: l • d second it. 

: s COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Let's g o on to TC97 -0 90. 

l 7 MR . CO IT : w- mo ve f o r the admission o f 

18 Exh. It No l, which 111 :he ETC request d.:ited 6-17·97 , 

:9 at\d Ex h1b1t No. 2. which is the respo nse to staff daca 

zo ~~q uest dated 10-24-97. 

2 : MS . WlEST : Any Ob ) eCtlOn? I! not, they ' ve 

~2 been .:idmttted . Any q uestions con c erning this docket1 

23 

, . -., 

25 

CHAtRMAN BURG: I'll move tha t we grant a 

wa iver o n toll control in TC97-090 for one year . 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t . 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : ConcJr. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 ·0 92. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC r equest of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move f o r the 

6 admission of Exhibi- No. 2, which 1s the response to 

7 staCC data request dated l 0-10-9 7 . And I wo uld note 

8 that Mr . Rod Bauer 10 here to respond to any questions 

9 that the Comm1ss1oners or staCf may have concerning 

10 their reques t. 

11 

12 doc ket ? 

13 

MS. WIEST : Any questions concerning this 

I[ not, do you have a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admi t both those ? 

1,. MS. WIEST : I'm sorry. 1 d1d not . 1 will 

15 adm1L Exh ibit Numbers land 2. 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

17 wa iver on toll cont r ol 1n TC97-092 f or one year. 

18 COMM ISSIONfR NELSON: I'd seco nd It . 

l ;, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CO MM ISSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST : TC97-093. 

MR. COi;: We would move for the admissi on o f 

Exh1b ' t No. l, which 1s the ETC request of Jef fe rson 

Telephone Cofflpany, dated 6 · 18 -9 7, and move a lso for the 

admission or Exh1b1t No. 2, response to sta!f data 

request, whi ch is dated 10-10-97. And I would note 



l tha t Mr. Dic k Connor~ is ~vailable to a nswer any 

2 quest ions concern i ng the Jefferson request . 

)8 

3 MS. WIEST : Any ob3ection to the ex hi b its? 

If not , the y 've been adm itted. Any questions 

S conce rning this docke t? 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a waiver 

7 

8 

9 

for toll control i n TC97·093 f o r on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

10 MS. WIEST : TC97-09 4 . 

1 1 MR . CO IT : We'd move for the adm i ssio n of 

12 Exhibit No. l . whic h is the ETC request d a ted 6 - 19 ·97 , 

1~ and move for th e admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is 

·he response to data request dat ed 10·1~·97. 

:s MS . W!EST: Any o bJection to Exh i b its 1 and 

16 2? iE not, those ex h1b1cs have been admit t ed . Do you 

17 have any w.:nesses ! o r t h i s one? 

18 MR. co :T : Mr. Le e is a vai l a ble Eor both 

:~ Sully Buttes and Venture 

20 MS. W: EST : l Just had a questi o n, I guess, 

2: co nre rn1ng single party service because in this one it 

:2 does sa y should !ac ~l1ties not a llow immedia te single 

:3 parcy service, Sully Buttes may o ffer multi-party 

~ ~ I ~e :v1 c ~ until the f a cili ties are restored o r i nstall ed 

25 ~:low !or single party service . Has that occur r e d 



39 

1 in the past 

2 A. Cu r rently Sully Butt es Telephone h as no 

3 multi-l ine . The fact is all sing le party serv ice. I 

4 t hi nk they added that language such that i f there we re 

s a disaste r that they had to respond t o , they wanted t o 

6 rese rve the r l g ht to offer part y li ne u nder t he 

7 emergency basis onl y . But they have fo r a number o f 

8 years been a ll single part y service. 

9 MS. WlEST: Any o che r questions? 

10 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move we gra nt a waiver 

ll on toll control for TC97 -09 4 f o r one year . 

12 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

13 COMM I SS TONER SCHOEN FELDER: Well. r·11 

14 concu r . 

15 

16 

MS . WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COIT: We wo uld mov e fo r the admission of 

17 ETC, Exh i b i t No. 1 , daced 6- 19-97, and odmission o f 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

Ex h1blt No. 2, response to data r equest dated 

l C- 15-97. 1 would poi nt out t hat I be lieve that t he re 

might be an issue with respect to single party service 

wa iver in this case as well. 

MS . WIEST: Right. At this time are there 

any o b jections to Exhibjt 1 and 2 ? I f not, they've 

been admitted. Yes. h nd it woul d appear they woul d 

need a waiver. And my question f or appa rent l y they 



l have three ffiulti•par ty customers and they plan to 

2 install single party serv ic e during the 1988 

3 construc t ion season. So I guess my question i& 

4 0 

apparent ly the y haven't asked for a wa iver. Ar e you 

doing s o at this t ime ? 

MR. COIT: Yes, we would on their behalf. 

And I thin k Mr. Lee woul d be able to respo nd to 

questions o n that. 

MR. L~E: 

10 we do need a wa 1ver. 

11 a cceptable to us. 

I assume so anyway . 

Su re . But tha t would be cor rect, 

The same Ju ne l date would be 

12 MS. WIEST: June l, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'l l mo ve we grant a waiver 

1~ 1n single pa r t y service to June l, 1998, 1n TC97·095. 

: s CO MM ISS1 0 NER NELSON: I would second that. 

! 6 COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFE LDER: Sure, I'll 

17 concur. 

lS CHAIRMAN BURG: And I'l l also mo ve that we 

19 grant a wa!ver !or ~~1 1 cont r ol on TC97-09S for o ne 

20 year. 

21 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: l'd second lt. 

22 CO MM !SS!ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

23 MS . WIEST : TC97·096. 

24 MR. COIT: I mo ve for the admission o f ETC 

2S request. Exhibit No. 1, dated 6 · 19 - 97, and move for t he 
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l admissio n o f Ex h i b i t No. 2, respo nse to dat a r equest 

2 da~ed 10- 10- 97. 

3 MS. WI EST : An y o b j e c t ions? It no t , t hey 've 

4 been • d mit ted . Any q u estions conce rn ing chi s docket? 

5 CHA I RMAN BURG: I'll move we g rant a waiver 

6 on toll con t r ol in TC97 -0 96 for o ne yea r . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

CO MM lSSIONER NELSON: I 'd s e cond i t . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncu r . 

MS . WI EST: TC9 7 -097. 

MR CO IT : We move fo r t he admi s s1on of 

11 Exh i bit No. l. ETC request, dated 6-19- 97 , a n d Exhib i t 

12 No. 2, response to d a t a r e q ue s t da t ed 10-10-97. 

13 MS . WI EST: Any o b j e c t ions ? I f not , t he y 've 

1 4 been admitted . Does anybod y have a n y question s 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: l ' ll move we grant a wa iver 

17 f o r toll control in TC97·097 fo r o n e year . 

18 

19 

20 

COMMISSIONE R NELSON: I'd s econd it. 

CO MM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WI EST : TC97 -0 9 8 . 

21 MR. COI T : we mov e f o r t h e admissi o n of £TC 

22 request dated G-19-97 , which is marked e xhibit No. 1 , 

23 and a dmi s sion o f Ex hibi t No. 2, which i s the r espons e 

2 4 t o data r e quest dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

25 MS . WIEST: An y o b j e c ti o n to Ex h i b i t s l a nd 
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1 2? IC not, they· ve been adm i tted . Are there any 

2 questions concerning th1s docket? 

) CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll move t hat we grant a 

.; waiver !or t o ll control 1n TC97 · 09 8 f or one yea r . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: 1 'd second 1t . 

COMM: SSI ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Co ncur . 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COlT : We move f o r the admissi o n o ! 

~ Ex h .b:t No. 1. wh: c h :s the ETC d a t ed 6 - 19-97 , and 

: o admta•1 0 ~ o ! Exh ibit No . 2. wh1ch is the response to 

12 MS . WIES'; : Any obJection? If not, they• ve 

: 3 been ad ~tted : have ~he s a me q uesti o ~ on this one. 

: ; 7he q u Ast1 o n 1s d o we have s1ngle par ty se rvi ce. and 

: ,; ~R co :-;- Mr Lee, are yo u here ! o r Robetts 

:1 Coun:y o r n~ · ? 

. -
• • MR. LEE No. 

YR co ::- Tne n we pro bably need to handle 

10 ~t.a:. · so ppoae . b)• the ~f!1dav1t . 

.. . 

2: 

., . _., 

2S 

CO..!!l .. Y o r 

MS. WI EST Okay . 

MR . LE ~. Rich, are we talking abo ut Roberts 

~ R. co ::- Roberts County . 

MR . LEE : I kn o w from anothe r source o ther 
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l than this that as manager of the South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co-ops and the dai l y r equests 

3 we've had there that they do, in fact, prov ide all 

q single party service throughout Roberts County Co-op, 

5 if that will suffice for your infor mation here. 

6 MS. WIEST: Is that sufficient? 

7 MS. CREMER: That's sufficient. 

8 MS. WIE ST: Okay . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move W@ grant a waiver 

l~ for toll control in TC97-099 fo r one year. 

11 COMMI SSIONER ~ELSON: I'd seco nd it. 

1.2 COMMISSIONER SCHOENf'EL.OER: Concur . 

13 MS. WIEST: TC'97 - 100. 

1 ~ MR. COIT : We move f or the admi ssion of 

15 Exhibit No. 1, wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

16 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to data 

17 request dated 1 0- 9 - 97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If n o t , t hey've 

19 been admitted . Same question on this one. 

2 0 MR. LEE : I don't know the answer. 

21 MR . COIT: There is -- Mr. Lee is not here 

22 r e p~esent1ng RC Commun1 c ations today, so I suspect 

23 we' l l have to deal with that wit h a late-filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay. 

25 MS . WI EST: Okay. 



1 CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control in TC97-lOO f o r one year. 

) 

s 

6 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-101. 

MR . COIT: We move fo r the admission of 

7 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

8 and Exhibit No. 2, re spons e to staff dat a reques t dated 

9 10 1 ~ ·97 . 

10 MS . WlEST: Any objection? I f not, they 've 

11 been admitted. Any questions concern ing this docket? 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant waiver for 

13 toll control in TC97 · 1 0l for one year. 

14 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second H. 

15 

! 6 

:7 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 102. 

MR . COTT: We move for the admission of 

18 Exh i bit No. 1. which 1s the ETC dated 6·19·97, and 

l~ Exhtb1t No. 2. which 1s a response to data request 

20 dated 10·1~·97. 

21 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, 1 and 2 

22 have been adm1Lted. 

:?3 d oc ket ? 

Any questions concern ing this 

Z~ CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2S ( o r toll control 1n TC97 · l02 f o r one year . 
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2 

3 

.; 

COMM ISSIONE R NELSON: I ' d second i t. 

COMM I SS IONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WlEST: TC97 · 10S. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the adm i s sion o f ETC 

s request, Exhibit No. 1. da t ed 6 · 19 -97, and admission o f 

6 Exhi b i t No. 2, respo ns e ~o dat a request dated 10 · 14 • 97 . 

i MS. WIEST: Any o b j e ctio~? If not, Exhibits 

B 1 and ~ have been admit.· -ed. Any G H!scions concerning 

9 t r: 1.s docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

11 fo r toll con trol in TC97 · 10S f or o ne yea r. 

12 COMMISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

1 :3 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

1 4 MS. WIEST: TC97 · 108. 

1S MR. COIT: We move f or the admiss ion of ETC 

1 ,6 request, Exh ib1t No. 1. dated 6·23·97, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, response t o staf f data 

:a request dated 10·1 4 · 97 . 

19 MS. WI EST: Any obj e ction? I f not, Exh ibits 

20 1 and 2 have been admitted. Same quest ion . c a n you, 

21 Mr . Lee. a nswer tnat one? ls that single party se rv ice 

2 2 ava ilable for 

23 MR. co:T : Fo r Fa i th . 

2 4 MR . LEE: t do not represent them, I'm so rry . 

2S MR . COIT: We would r e q uest permission t o 
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provide that v1a af ! 1dav 1t. 

MS . WIE ST : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'!l move we grant a waiver 

!or toll control in 7C97·108 ! o r one year 

~OMM! SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t 

COMMlSS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97·113. 

MR . co :T : We move for the admissi on of 

Exh1bll No. l, ETC request dated 6·25 - 97, and Exhibit 

:~o. 2. response t.o data requests dated 10-9 - 97 . 

MS. WIEST: An ~ obj e ction? !f not, they•,· e 

been adm1tted . I have the same question on this one . 

MR . CO IT This is Armour . B1ll Haugen can 

r~spond to y ou r questi o n . 

'IR HAPGES : Yes, l c an ans wer that. 

BILL BAOGEN, J R ., 

c alled as a witness. being {1ro~ duly s worn, 

was ex3~;n~d and test1f1ed as ! ollows : 

EXAMINATION 

M? HAUGE S . Good a~ternoo n 

XS w:ES 7 And : would J ust like to ask you 

:: you cJ rre ~·ly p r o ~1de single party service to all of 

2l yoJ r c~storners 1n y o~ r area . 

S1n91e pa r ty service 1s 

25 jVat!able t o a!! o ~ ou r cus t ome rs 1n Armou r I ndependent 



1 Telephon e company s ervice area. 

2 l at e se ven r ies . 

It has been since the 

3 • MS. WIEST : Are there any other s questions o f 

4 this witness? Thank you . 

5 CHA I RMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant a wa i ver 

6 for toll control in TC97-1 13 f o r o ne year . 

7 COMMISSIONER NE LSON: I' d second . 

8 

~ 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 ~ 

15 

16 

17 

~B 

J9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFSLDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-114. 

MR. COIT : We mov e for t h e admi ss ion of ETC 

request of the Br1dgewa ~er -Canistota Te l ep hone Compa ny, 

wh ich is dated 6- 2 5-97 , that ' s Sx h i b it No. 1 . And also 

move for the admission o f Exhibit No. 2, which is 

response to da ta requests of sta ff dated 1 0- 9-97. And 

Mr . Haugen is here as well to respond to any quest ions 

tn t his docket. 

MS . WIEST : F i r s t o f all, a ny objection t o 

Exhibits 1 a nd 27 I f not, t hey 've been adm i tted . And 

I woul d ask the same question. 

MR. HAUGEN: Singl e part y servi c e is 

available to all the custome r s i n the 

Br1dgewater-Canistota ~ x c hanges. 

MS. WI EST: Thank y o u. An y other questio ns 

2 4 o f tni s witness? 

2 5 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa1ver 
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f o r toll control 1n TC97- ll4 for one year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : TC97- ll5 . 

MR. COIT: We would move the adm ission of 

Exhibit No. l. the ETC request o f Un1on Te l ephone 

7 Company. dated 6-25-97, and Exh1b1t No. 2. r esponse to 

s data request wh1ch is dated 10-9-97. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MS. WIEST: Any obJection? I! not. Exh 1bits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . 

question in thi s d ocket . 

And I woul d ask the same 

MR . HAUGEN: S ingle party service is 

13 ava1l a bl e to a ll the custo mers in the Un i on Telepho ne 

... Company service a rea. Hartford and Wall Lake Ex c r.anges, 

:5 aga1n. ,as been since l ate s eventies 

; 6 MS. WIEST: Thank y o u . Any othe r quest1ona 

. ., o ! • h1s wi cness? 

: 9 CHA: Pl'.A~: BuRG. ! 'll move we g r ant a wa 1ver 

:~ ! er lol: res~ r 1ct 1 on 1n TC97·115 f o r o ne year. 

.. . 

: .: 
., . ... 

COMx:ss:o~ER NELSON: :•d S'!'COnd lt . 

COMMl SS!ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concu r . 

MS WIES:" · Thank you . TC97-•t7. 

~ R co:-r , We move f ~ r the adm1ss1on o f 

Exh::,ii No . ' . . ETC ~equest dated 6·30-97, and Exh1b1t 

So 1esponse :o data request dated l 0-1 4 -97. 



l MS . WI ~ST: Any ob j ec t ion? lf not, Exhibits 

2 land 2 have been admitted. Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

CHAIR MAN BURG · I'l l mo v we grant a waive r 

5 f o r t oll con tro l in TC97 -ll7 f or one year. 

6 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

7 

8 

9 

COMMISS IONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97- l21 . 

MR. COI T : We move for the admission of 

10 Exh ibit No. l, the ETC request of Kadoka, dated 7-3-9 7 , 

11 and the adm i ssion o f Ex hibit No. 2 , response co dac 

12 requests dated 10·28·97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objections to Exhi bits 1 a n d 

1 4 2 ? If not . they' v e bee n admitted. Any questions 

15 con,~rning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : l 'll move we grant a waiver 

17 f o r toll control 1r. TC97· 121 f o r one year . 

JS CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'l l second it. 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WI ES T : TC97 - l2 5. 

21 MR. COIT: We'd move for the admission of £TC 

22 r e q uest, Exhibi t No. l, dated 7-7-97, and Ex h i bit No . 

2 3 2, respo nse t o data req ues t of staff, wh1ch is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any obj ection to Exhib its l and 
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l 2 ? I ! not, t h ey've been admi tted . Any quest i ons 

2 concerning this doc ket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa ive~ 

for toll control 1n T C97·125 for one year. 

COMMISSI OSE R NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS!ONE R SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. W:EST: TC97-130. 

MR . COIT: We would mov e ! o r the admission of 

9 Exhibit No. 1. the ETC requeo t dated 7- 10-97 , a n d 

lO Exh.b1t ~o 2, the response to data request dated 

)0 H •97. 

MS W!ES7: Any o b Jec ti on to Exh 1b1ts land 

13 2? :r not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

: , concer~.n9 this docke~? 

.s 

: q 

: " 
20 

.. ' 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wai ver 

~o r ·oll cont r ol t n TC97 ·1 30 f or one year. 

C0MM IS5l0N£R NELSON: I would second 1 t . 

COV.~! S~IOSER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS WIEST: TC97·13 1. 

MR . COIT: We woul d move the adm1s s1 on o f £TC 

r~quest £ x h1b1t No. i, which 1s da ted 7-10-97, and 

22 Exh1b.: No 2, response to data request dated 10- 1, .91 

23 MS WIEST: Any ob3ection to Exh1 b 1ts l and 

2? • not, they've been admi tted . An y queo t i on!S 
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l CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

2 f or toll control in TC97-131 f or one year. 

3 COMMISSIONER NE LSON: I 'd seco nd it. 

4 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

5 

6 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - l54 . 

MR . CO IT : We wou ld move int o the record 

7 Exhibit No . l, the ETC request, dated 9 -10-97 . and a lso 

8 Exh ibit No. 2 . the response to data request dated 

9 10-16-97. 

10 MS. WIEST: Any objec t i o n t o Exhibit land 

~l 2? l f not, they have been admitted . Let's see, on 

12 this one this was o ne of a couple that n o time period 

13 was requested for the waive r. 

1 4 t he o ne year ? 

I aosume you still want 

15 MR . CO IT: Mr. Barf ield is here. He could 

16 respond. 

17 River . 

18 

He's Mr . Bo b Barfield, ma n a g e r f o r West 

MS. WIEST: They reque~t ~ wa ive r bu , t h is is 

19 one o f the few o ne s that d idn't ask for o ne year, as 

20 far as I ca n see, o r any time per iod . So I was 

21 wo ndering if there was any different time per iod chat 

22 was being requested _ 

23 808 BARP I BLD, 

24 c alled as a wi tness, be i ng Cirst duly s worn, 

25 wa s examined and test i fied as follo ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR . BARFIELD : In response to your quest1on, 

J since th~ vendor does not have a date , as far as we 

4 kno w, a t this time to p r ovide this, that's the reason 

s we d1dn"t ask !or a ce rtain t~me peri o d on the waive r . 

6 

., 
MS . WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR . C0!7 : Wou ld you be willing to accept the 

8 one year t.me per1od tha t 1s being granted t o other 

9 cor:1pan1es? 

10 MR. BARF: ELD: We su re would. 

1 t CHAl~MAN BURG : And l think the thought 

!2 behind 1t 1s 1! t here still 1sn•r any soluti o n, then it 

:l wo~. d be renewed o r we"d req~est . ;. 1th that. l' 11 move 

l ~ thoL we grant a wa iver !or toll cont r ol in TC97 · 1S 4 f or 

.S one year 

I 6 

! 7 

19 

20 

., . -· 

COMM ISSI ONE R NELSON: t would second 1t . 

coxx: ss:ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIES7 : Let's go to TC97 • 1SS . 

MR. co :7 . we wou ld r~quest admission o ! 

Exhibit No. l, wh~ch 1s the E7C request o f Mo b r idge 

7elecommun1cati o ns. which 1s dated 9- 10· 97, and a lso 

Exhibit No. 2, wh i ch 1s th e response t o data request 

~l dated 10·16·97 

MS . W:EST: Any o b j ecti on? I! n o t, Exh1 b1 ts 

· and 2 have been admitted. And l would have the same 
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question with respect to t he length o f the wa iver. 

s ame. 

MR. BARFIELD : And the respo nse would be the 

We would ask (or a year o n the wa i ver . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any o ther questions? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: With that I'll move tha t we 

6 grant a waiver on toll r ontro l i n TC97-155 for one 

7 year. 

8 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

9 COMM ISS10N&R SCHOENFELDER: I concur. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l'I 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

2:, 

MS. WIEST: Than k you. Let's skip t o 

TC97-l67. 

MR. COIT: I would just note that Three River 

Telco is not an SDTTC membe r company. so I' m not really 

here today to represent Three Ri ver Telco. 

MS. WIEST: Nobody is here? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any questions or. 

it, or d o we have to have r e presentation? 

MS. IH EST : Somebod y needs to move it i n . 

MR. COIT: Well, i f you're look ing for a 

body, I guess l can serve as th e b ody. 

MS. CREMER : Otherwise, I can move to admit 

the t wo e x hibits, Number l, l0-10-97, the request for 

ETC, and 11-7-97, the amend ed -- oh, r •m sorry, tha t' s 

u S West. Let me try that again. 10 -16 of '97 is the 

request and 11- 13 -9 7 is the amended request, and t 
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l wo uld ask that they be admitted in . 

2 MS . WIEST : Any obJ ection? If not, they've 

3 been admitted . Are there any questions concernLng t h is 

~ docket ? I wo uld note that their application does 

5 request a wa iver f o r one peri o d f o r t o ll c o ntro l . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURO: There isn't a question o n the 

7 si ngle party l i ne , tho ugh, is the r e ? 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : No . 

CHA!RMAS BURG I 'll mo ve we grant a waiver 

1 0 ! o r t o ll contro l in TC97 · 167 ! o r one year . 

:2 

! 3 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: l'd seco nd. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c ur. 

MS . WI EST : At this time did y o u wa n t c o go 

:~ ~o US West, o r 1 s Harl a n going to spea k t o t hese 

l S d o~ke t s? 

: 6 

: 7 

• ':! 

: o 

2 3 

MS . CREMER : We' l l finish up these f i rst . 

V. S . WI EST : Okay . 

! STAFF 'S EXHIB I T NO. l WAS MA RK ED ! OR 

J :::>EST : F : CAT: ON . ) 

HARL AN BEST , 

c al l e d a s a witness, being first duly s wo rn, 

wa s exa~ i ned and testif i ed as f o l lows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

: ~ BY MF. HOS ECK: 

25 o. Wou ,d y ou state y o ur name for the record, 
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1 p l ease. 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 o. And what i s y o ur job? 

4 A . I a m d e puty dire c tor of fixed util i ties f o r 

S the Pu b lic Ut i li ties Comm i ss io n. South Dako ta . 

6 o. An d h a v e you been present in the hea r ing r ooa 

7 thi s af tern oon fo r the hea r ing o n these appl 1cations? 

B A . Ye s . 

9 Q. And have you had the opportun ity t o review 

10 t he c aptio n in the notice of this hearing whi ch lists 

11 t he c ases wh ich are befo re the Commission on this date? 

12 

13 

A. 

Q . 

Yes . 

And are you fa mi liar wi th the a pplicat ions in 

1 , e a ch o f t he s e c a ses? 

15 

16 

A . 

o. 

Yes. 

As a par t o f y ou r job , have you revi ewed 

17 those app lica t i ons? 

18 A . Yes, I have . 

19 Q. You have b e f o r e you an e x h i bi t n umb e red 

20 St a ff's No. l; i s that corre c t ? 

21 I\. Yes . 

22 Q . And is t ha t a n e xhi b i t that y ou prepared in 

23 the cou rse of your dut i e s? 

2 4 

25 

A. 

o. 

Yes, it is . 

Just b r i ef l y exp l ain t o the Comm i ss ion. 
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1 please, what that exh1b i ~ entails . 

2 ;,. . What I have d o ne o n this exhibit is across 

) the top is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommunica tions c arrier status. the 

5 associated docket number. and the staff couns e l that 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective dockets. Down the side. the 

7 

8 

le f t-hand side. is the r e quirements that are set f orth 

! o r £ TC s t at us Pop ul ated within t h e columns 1s the 

9 re sponses that the respec t i ve compani e s gave within 

10 their e xhibits l and Exhibit 2 that have been admitted 

1 1 

12 

1 3 

int o t he r e co rd . 

o. And are there a ny changes or c or rect ions to 

this exh1b1t tha t you would like to make at th i s time ? 

One that t a m a ware of is und er Vivian 

:~ Te!ephone, Joc ke t TC97 ·068. unde r the L1!el1ne and Link 

:6 

1 7 

Up 1t shows tha t 1t w1 l: be available l · l ·97. 

should be 1 ·1·98 t·m not aware o f a ny other 

lli ;;o:-r.:ct1on,. 

:c MR . HOS ECK: O~ay At this point 1n ttme l 

~O wou !~ move SLaff·s Exh~b!~ No. l 1nto ~v 1dence . 7h18 

Zl 1s intended a s test:~ony f or all of the docke ts en mass 

22 w::h the except ion o ! US West . 

23 

., .. ... 
:: 5 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 

here though . 

US West is o n 

MR HOSECK: That woul d be handled l a t er . 
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MS . WIEST: I s there a n y o b j e c t ion ? 

MR . CO I T: My comme nt woul d be t hat I j ust 

3 r eceived this so I ha v en · t had an oppor t u nity to go 

4 th r ough to ma k e sure this is all accura te. I gue s s I 

5 can take Mr. Best•s word that it is accura t e a nd I'll 

6 have t o d o t:hat , I guess. Other tha n t ha t:, I d o n't: 

7 h ave any comment:. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an o p portunity to 

9 look it o ver ? 

10 

11 

12 

MR. COIT: Well, it migh t t a ke me a while. so 

I don•t have any objection. 

MS. WI EST : Ok a y . Then Staf f Exh ibi t ~o . 1 

1 3 w1 ' l be a dmitted into all o f the docke i;s that we ha ve 

14 gc~e through so far. 

15 MR. HOS ECK: Ok a y . Thank you. 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2.; 

25 

o. Based on the revie w o f these docket:s t:hat you 

have done and relying to whate v e r e x tent you may on 

Sta ff's Ex hibit; No. l, did t:he app lican t companies meet 

the require meni;s o f becom ing an eligible 

telecommunicati o ns ca r rier ? 

A. Yes. they have. w1th the note d l a te- f il~d 

affidavits t hat: wil l be don e 1n a number of the 

dockets. 

O. And with regard to a d vertisi n g ser v ices 

e x change - wide. d o you have a recommenda tion to the 
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l Co mm 1 ssi o n ! o r a pro vision to be included 1n an order 

2 wh i c h wou ld come o ut o! these proceedings? 

3 A. Yea . Staff's reco mmendati o n for adve r tising 

woul d be that the E~C c arrier be requ i red t o advert~se 

S at l east o n c e ea c h year ; and i! the y have any rate 

6 c har.ge , tha t tha t rate c hange be advertised when it 

7 d o es c hange . 

B o. And i n c onclus i on, do you have an opinion as 

9 to whe t her o r not the appli c ants co nta 1 ned o n Exhibi t 

1 0 l. with t he excep t ion o f US West whi c h has not had its 

: 1 c ase h eard yet at th:s time, whether o · not those 

12 app l : c a n ts mee t t he qualificatio ns as an e l i g ible 

13 ~~ l ecommun1cat io na carrier? 

;,. . Wit h s t a!f • s rev i e w t hat has Deen undertaken, 

IS y es, the; d o me el the requirements f o r ETC status . 

!'IR HOSECK: : hav e no f u rther q u estio ns o f 

1 a MS. WIEST : Are t here any q u e s t io ns of this 

Co:t? 

CROSS EXAM !NATI QN :: o I 
::1 BY MR . co:T · 

2 2 

2 S 

I a s s u me wh en you talked abou t advertising 

rat• cha nges tha t y ou 're referen c ing the rates Just for 

t hP esse n t i a l serv ices that a r e suppo rted by universal 
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A. Yes. 

MR. COI T: No further questions. 

MS. WI EST: Ms. Rogers ? 

MS. ROGERS: No, n o ques tions. 

MS. WIEST : Mr. Heaeton ? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The only questi o n I' d have is 

8 the r e any -- is advertising identified in any wa y? ts 

9 the r e any cri~eria f or wha t adve rtising means in the 

10 conte x t of this? Is the methods in the FCC Order a s 

11 well? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm sorry, wl1a t wa s the 

13 question? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The ques tion r had f or Har : an 

15 or a nybody e lse is, is t he r e a me a ning, is there a 

16 description, definition fo r ad v e rt is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Under the st a tute i tsel! 

19 21 4 (e) (1 1 I BI they must a dvertise the a va il a bility of 

2 0 such se r vices and i f y ou' re referring co the services 

21 that are supported by f edera l unive r sal service and the 

22 charges therefore us1 ng med ia of genera l dis tr 1but1on. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . I think that satisfies 
2 <11 ne. 

25 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Does tha t mean f o r 



1 Lifeline and Link Up, they have to adver tise this 

2 onc e ? 

3 MS . WIEST: That would be unde r staf f 's 

recommendation, I be lieve . 

A. 

60 

4 

5 

6 

Yes. once each year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Well, frankly, I don't 

7 think lt's adP.quate . 

8 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Are you doing 

9 tha t? Are you -- to follow up·· excuse me, to f ollow 

10 up on Commi ssioner Nelson's question, are you 

11 recommending that they advertise once ea c h year afte r ? 

12 I believe o ur order said that you have to send an 

13 app lica tion to eve ryone once initially and then to 

: ~ eve ry new custome r . You·re requesting this 

l5 advercls•ment o f L1fel1ne, Link Up 1n addit ion to, 

:6 would that be a ccu rate o r not? 

A. Right . The Li feline, Link Up under TC9 7· 1SO. 

:e wh:ch was issued yesterday, states that 1t sha ll be -

l9 a !orm shall be, o r a lette r shall be sent to present 

2C c~s: o~ers. anc then this would be an advertisement o f 

21 :c . They'd have t o d o adve rtisement o f this (or at 

2~ :eas: onc e each year . 

2 J COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : Okay . Thank you. 

c~MM :SS l ONER NELSON: So 1s the ans~ e r t o 

25 L1s ka 's questio ns 1t's in add i tion to? 
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l A , Ye e. They would do it o r i gina ll y, and once a 

2 year aft e r. 

3 MS. WIE ST: Ho w would they advertise? 

4 Where? 

5 

6 

7 

A . 

A , 

Where would they advertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 

Whateve r general d i stribution i t meets 

e a cco rd ing, I assume. it means newspapers and those 

9 t ypes of publications . 

10 MS. WIEST: Solt cou ld be any type of 

11 gener a l distr1buc1on media o nce a year ? 

12 A. Wha t ever 1s a vailabl e within the i r given 

13 e xchanges tha t they serve. 

1 4 MS. W! EST: And i t wo uld onl y be f o r t hose 

15 services supported right now by federa l un~versal 

:6 service? 

17 

18 

A . Yes. 

MS. WJ ES'!': And e very time t hey changed a 

19 rac. e for one o f those services , then c hat would have to 

20 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

25 

be re-advertised at that t 1me? 

A. Yes 

~ S. WIEST . Are there any o ther questions of 

this witness? If not, thank you. Actually , r do. 

Could you retake the st a nd , Harlan? l guess we have a 

question for you. Cou ld you l ook at you r exhibit for 
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1 

2 

l 

Venture Communications, TC97 · 09S? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WlEST : Does the an•wer to number four, 

single party service, we d1d gr-ant them a waiver 

S bec ause cu rrent ly they do no t have single party service 

6 apparently t c three customers? 

7 

e 

A. Yes. 

MS . WIEST : So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your questi on lhere? 

10 A It woul d be a clartf1cat1on there to it, yes. 

l ! MS. WIES:' : Okay. Thank you. Do you have 

12 ~nything f u rther . Mr . Ho seck? 

ll 

i,; 

1 

Thank 

15 

you. 

MR . HOS ECK: Staf f has nothing further . 

W!EST 0~ you want to take a shor~ break 

:, until we go to US Wes t? 

MR . CO !:' Wh~n do es th~ Commission ·· are 

:A y~u go ing to walt unt1l the end c o rule on all o f these 

:9 w 1tn r es pect to the a ctual ETC designati o n ? 

MS W! ES7 . 7hat• a why we 're taking a sho rt 

.... CAT TH I S 7 !ME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN. ) 

MS. W!ES7: Let's get started again. And we 

.4 wil' tot TC97 163. 

:? s '1R . HEASTON: And I would move admission of 
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l Exhibit 1 , wh i ch is the request, and £xh i b it 2, ~ hich 

2 is the a mended requesc, and Exhibit 3, which is ~he 

3 service territory map. That's Exhibit l, 2 and 3 

4 respectively in t he docket . 

5 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service te rritory 

7 map ? Ar e there any o bjections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3? 

B If not, they've been admi tted . 

9 Mr . Heaston. 

You ma y p roceed, 

10 MR. HEASTON: We would a l s o join in the 

11 motion o n the toll control. The reas~n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the initial appl ication is because as I 

13 read Paragraph 388 of the Order in the DA 97-157 

14 indicated that toll blocking would be suff ici~nt in the 

15 me antime and it was dependent upon when you upgraded 

16 sw itches. And so we d o not feel we need a waiver o f 

17 t oll control, but the common wi sdom seems to be there 

18 needs to be a wa iver, so we will f ollow the herd here 

19 and reques t the toll control wa iver also . 

20 And we are also one o f the part!es to the 

21 request of the FCC c o reconsider the toll limitacion. 

22 tha t this Lncludes bo~h toll blocking and toll 

23 cont r ol. And I guess we would also point out that with 

24 the implementation o f number portability that is goi ng 

25 to 1mpac t toll control some what s1gnif icantly. And so 

I 



1 wb1 l e we agree with Bob Barf i eld in his observati o n 

2 that sinc e we don't know when it's going to happen, 

3 that's why we wouldn't want a t1me limit on It, but we 

~ are w1 ll1ng to a ccept the one year wit h the 

5 u nderstanding that i( there is not the abi lit y to 

6 1mplemen t it o r 1f the ability is too expensive to 

7 implement, tha t we would be able t o come back to this 

8 Comm1ss1on and seek further wa iver o f that, o ! 

9 implementing t oll control with part o f the essential 

10 telecommunica ti o ns c arr1er o bligatio n . 

11 MS. WIEST : Okay . Wou ld the Commissioners 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG : Did we admit the exhibits? 

1 3 

H 

MS. WIEST : Ye s. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve that we wa ive toll 

:s control ! or TC97-163 f o r o ne year . 

16 CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: Well. I' m go1n9 ~o 

!7 second 1t, but I heard an expans1 o n o f what we' v e been 

:a wa:v1ng 1n the past fr om 91v1ng them o n e year with t h e 

1de we're going t o renew it. And the reason l was 

~O w1ll1ng to grant 1t :s bec a use technolog y 1s not ouc 

21 there. No w, tht- Act requires that It be t:her e and it 

22 didn't s a y anytn1ng aoout how much it cost. So I 

23 d:dn't hear anythlng about one o ! the reaso ns we ~ere 

24 waiving 1c in the past wa s b~caus e tha t it migh t be 

25 cost proh1b1t1ve a s much as because t e c hno l ogy wa s n't 



65 

l there . I ean u nd e rsca nd why ceehno l ogy wasn' t the r e, 

10 

11 

but I didn't · • I wasn't in Congress when t hey voced 

that was par t of the Act. 

MR . HEASTON : It's not pa r t o f the Act. I 

gu ess that's t he f i r st thing. It's an FCC -

COMMI SS I ONER ME LSON: It ' s a r ule. 

MR. HEASTON: I t' s an FCC d ict ate. 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: But i t has the s ame 

we ight as the rules and statute unless i t's changed i n 

courc.: right ? 

MR . HEASTON: That's true. But unless the 

12 FCC c hanges. as we• v e urged them t o do. 

13 COMMISSI ONER ~ELSON: Right. So I'm 

14 s eccnd ing your motion with t he understanding it's 

l S e x a c tly as we had seated it ori ginally; is chat 

1'6 co rrect? 

l '7 

lJ8. year. 

l '9 

CHATRMAN BURG: T mean the motion wa s f o r o ne 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOE NFELDER : I believe the 

20 motion wa s for one year , a wa iver f o r one year, and I 

21 didn't know that the motion had anything more tha n 

22 cha t, than just a waive r !rom toll control f or o ne 

23 year. 

2 'I 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Th en l 'll concu r . 
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1 COM~I SSl ONER NELSON: All I 'm saying, though , 

2 !a l voted f o r it and there wi ll be a record that I 

) voted ! or it; a nd the reason I voted for tt wa s the 

technology wasn't ava1lable . And that's a lot 

S d1,rerent tn my mind than it'o coat proh1 b1t1ve . 

6 

7 

CC V.M ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I thln k 

CO~ MISSIONE R NELSON: Nol tha t that wouldn't 

8 be an 1saue 1n my m~nd that y ou could deba te. I d on 't 

9 want a r ecord tha t I'm suppo rting s omethi ng for a 

1 0 dt ! f~rent reason than I dtd. 

CHA IRMAN SUi<G: Just a comment that I'd ma ke 

: : on 1 t , guess. lf there isn't a technology, l reall y 

ll ha r ~ to SPe all SO o r 75 ftlings Just for an 

: s 

PXte:-a~on :! th~ r e 1s some wa y we could c ertify there 

:a r: :ecn ology and extend 1t a s we come up towards 

·ht year. !'d wel come th t solut1on rather t~an g o 

!7 ·h: ough th1s w1ch tn1a many o! them. l , persona ll y , in 

: • ..-•,· o ~·:i r.11nd. car:· .. ~ see a solution when we· re going t o 

:.e h:1'.'e r:-:u!•1pl" cor.pa:1 :e5 1n nui,,ber p o rtab :ll ity . : t 

20 ooggles my m.nd t o see how tha t's even going to h a ppe n 

tt,ac yo~ coL:d end up w~t h any k ind o f t o ll 

So:·- 9uess1ng wnen we come up to the 

~, y•,r Wh're st:l! r:ot going to have a solution, and l' 

~4 r,ot ,ooln ng toward to tequ1 r1ng all of you ·· I mean 

.~ L~Jt's •• • name o ! a bu reauc rat to file that many 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

pie c es o f paper . So if we c an find a way t o 

co nsolidate l t at that time, I wou l d welcome any 

suggestions . That's a ll I have. 

6 7 

MR . HEASTON: l have Mi. Le hner ava i labl e 

here . and we do hav e a coup le q u e stions t o a s k h i m. 

J ON LBH.NBR, 

c a lled a s a wit ness, being !irst duly s wo rn, 

was exami ned and t es t if i ed as f ollows : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR . HEASTON: 

Q . Mr. Lehne r, in o ur appl icatio n we descr i bed 

the i ssue o f e l i mi nat i ng mult i- pa rty services and going 

to s ing l e part y s e rv1 ce thr ougho u t U S West ser vi c e 

a reas. Can you u pdat e t he Comm i ss ion on the status o f 

that cons i s tent with what we've already put 1n t h e 

applicat ion ? 

A, Yee. As o f October 31 o f chis y!ar the 

number o f multi-party o r t wo- and f our - party cus tomers 

in~ S West's territo r y is 612. 612. 

CHAIRMA N BURG : What was the da te on that, 

21 Jon? 

22 A . As o f 10·ll·97. 

23 Q. And what can you t e l l the Commi ss ion abou t 

2 ~ our continuing ef f ort to e l imina t e the mul t i-par t y 

25 ser,•ice? 
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1 A. The p l an r1ghl now 1s t o eliminate a ll o ! 

2 those 612 except f o r 52 o f them . And the t1me frame 

3 ! o r that w1ll be by che end o f the seco nd quarter, 

~ which l suppose we could put f o r a date o f 6 · 30 o f 

S '98 S o all but 52 of those will b e completed by 6-30 

6 o ! ·ss . 

7 ?. And wh a l about the remain1ng 52? 

8 A. 7 he remain~ng 5 2 are exlremely high cost 

9 upqrades . And unt il o ther tec hnology o r o ther means 

l O become ava1l ab l e . lhe r e are no plans r i ght n o w. We 

have no plans to mov e ahead with those 52 . l l 

12 o. With that we sti ll believe that it 1s 

13 appropri te £o r us t o ·· we stil l believe the waiver is 

apF r Opr 1ate 1n this c a se; 1 0 that co rrec t ? 

15 A . Thal 1s co rrec t . 

. ~ l'.R . HEASTON : That's a ll the questi on& I 

17 h.:i·Je . 

: B MS . W: EST : Ms . Cremer ? 

1 c CROSS · EXAMINAT! ON 

2 0 SY MS . CREMER : 

t..ehn .. r. whe r e 3I"e those 52 located ? Are 

22 they spread thro~gho ut. o t are they in a spe c if ic area, 

:: 3 c o yo u k no w? 

' . _, l c o ul c re a d them o ff for you. There ' s about 

~5 a do =en e xc h ange ~ Or J cou ld 91ve you a l ate - filed 
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1 exhibit. Let me just read them off. Ar lington 1s 

2 four; uelle Fourche, six; De Smet, four; Hu r on, three: 

3 Lake Pre&ton, o ne. 

4 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

5 over? 

6 A. Arl 1n9ton, four: Be lle Fo·•rche, s1x; De Smet, 

7 f our1 Huron, three; Lake Preston, one; Ma dison, t wo; 

8 Milbank, four; Pierre, two; Redf ield, t wo; Sisseton. 

9 s1x; Spearfish, t wo; Volga. five; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton, one. 

11 

1 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

:? 1 

Q. Io there a particular reason? ls 1t like 

Anaconda line or something? 

A . It's a combination o f many fa ctors, but yo 

mean as far a s the 52 are concerned? 

Q . Yes. 

A. It's a comb1 na 10n o f many factors. We 're 

talking about !eeder ~iatr1but1on, we're ta!k1ng about 

1n oome cases a PAlR GAIH systems like Ana conda that 

would need to be rep:aced 

~ S . CREME!" That's all the questi on& 

Have you inveatlgated a ny 

23 otner tecnn:ca1 aol~:.ona o ther than to a a1ngle party 

~, otne: than l.n~ exten•1on? 

25 A. . You ~e•n in crder t o provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. 

A. Yes . l t h in k the answer is we are constantly 

loo k ing f or a c heaper wa y to d o t his be c ause i n s ome 

s c ases, Commissione r. we're talk1ng about over Sl 00 , 000 

6 

7 

a 

9 

1 0 

to upgrade a singl e customer, and it jus t doesn't mak e 

sense to d o that . And the answer would seem to lie 

probably 1n some form of wireless, but so far the 

w1reless technologies. whether then satcll1te or fi xed 

w1reles&. are S~lll pretty e xpens 1v~ . I see that as 

:1 :;.h~ ult1rr:a :: e solu:10:1. t. hougn, t o soce o f t hesie . 

CHA1RMAS BU?G · . . going t o mc~e t o grant 

:3 the wa !ver . 

. . . ~ 
: C. 

:.£ 

: " 

: o _. t:~ :- s .._. er-e 

22 xs w:::s7 

.J~• :. a a~conC ::io the 

,!rat o ne, d o es US West prov1de 

23 v o 1r e gra de J cces s ~o :he public s wit c hed network to 

2 4 a ll 1n 1~s service area? 

25 A. Yes . 
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1 

2 

3 

MS. WIEST: And does it p r ovide local U$age1 

A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST: Do y ou provide dua l tone 

4 multi-frequency signalling or its fun c t iona l 

5 equivalent? 

6 

7 

A . Yes. 

MS . WIEST: 

8 emerge n cy servic e s? 

9 A . Yes. 

10 

11 

12 

ser v ices ? 

A. 

MS. WIEST: 

Yes . 

Do you pro vide access to y our 

Do y ou prov i d e a cc~s s t o operator 

13 MS. WIEST: Do you prov ide access to 

14 interexchange service? 

15 A . Yes. 

16 MS. WIEST: And do y ou p rovide a ccess t o 

17 directory assistance? 

A , Ye s , 11! 

19 MS. WIEST : And you· ve already talked about 

20 toll control a nd the wa 1ver . 

21 able to prov ide toll b lock1ng? 

:? 2 J,, • Yes 

Do you provide o r are you 

2l KS w:ES7 · , n en getting back to y our request 

24 : o r the wai,e~ o n •:r.g!e pa ~ty se rv1ce. I kno w ;n your 

2 5 •pp!1c•tior. y o ~ t•~ <ed aoo~t the o nes that you ha ve no 
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plans. you kno w, of p rov iding service due t o the cost 

and everyth i ng . My p roblem. I guess, is that I don't 

see t hat the re is a ny de min1mus e x c eption within the 

FCC rul e s with respec t t o single party se r v i c e . 

5 yo u been granted any of this type of de mlnimus 

Have 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

e x c ept i o n t o that requirement, d o yo u kno w, in any o f 

the o ther state a? 

A • 1 am n o t a ware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I'm gett ing at 1s ~ hat 

1 t appears, a ccordi ng to t he FCC ru l e s - and I • m 

looki ng a t ~ 7 5 ~ . l Ol (cl . that in o rde r to gran t a n y 

12 a d d it1on a l time t o co~p leL e netwo rk u p g rad e s !or •1ngle 

:l pa r ty o r e nh a nce d 9ll or to!! !1m~t a t1on. that the 

? ; COQTlss1on doe s 1c !act n a v e t o aet a tine per iod ! o r 

: s 

:e 

:. 7 

. ' 

., . -.. 

y ot. t. co~plet~ t~ode oet v o r~ ~ pg rad es . : a you r 

A. l wo~: o no • ~a ~ e tha t conte n t i on. l'n g o ing 

: o .. . . -~ 

I' S o;; :ES7 t.ne r:. d o h ave a cou p l e 

My oth~r que stion 1s on s e rvi ce 

~O~M1ss1on to designa te ser v~ c e areas as o ppo sed t o 

•t~cy area s ! o r non r u ral tel e communi c ati o ns c o mpanies. 

F:rst o ! a ll, y ou wou ld agree that y o u are a no nrural 

ZS te:ecommun1cat:ons company ? 
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l A. Yes. 

2 MS. WIEST: And in the Fer• s public notice 

3 96- 4 5 issued 9 · 29 - 97, it does st a te that we must send 

4 to USAC the names of the ETC's and the designated 

5 service areas for nonrural carriers no later than 

6 December 31st, 1997. And I know you made some 

7 referen c e t o these t nings in your application, but 1 

8 d o n' t th i nk y o u rea l ly t o ld us wha t you wa nt your 

9 service area t o be . Because the FCC has told us that 

10 we better n o t ado pt your study area as your service 

11 area f o r large ILEC's. Do you have service are a s for 

12 you r c o mpany cha t you want the Commission to adop t at 

13 th i s time ? 

1 4 A. We ll , sup p ose that - - and, Bill, j ump in 

15 h e re , I g uess, to he )! p me w.ith this . Bu t I suppo se 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

2S 

that o ur service a rea o ught to be ou r exc hanges i n t he 

st a t e o f South Da kota . No w, the study area t s a 

dif f e ren t issue and c hat has n o t been determined ye t. 

But I wo u l d t hi nk t hat ou r servi c e area wou ld be our 

e xchanges tha t we serve in the state o f So uth Dako ta . 

MR . HEASTON: lf I may fro m a lega l 

stand point. the r e 1s no d e f 1n1 t1 on ye t; and c erca 1nly 

ou r s erv1ce area would be t hose areas wit h1 n wh i ch we 

a r e a utho r 1 2ed t o p r ovi d e the suppo rted services . 

MS. w: £ST: Righ t . And that's my q u est ion . 
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l MR . HEASTON: Fr om a general perspective, I 

2 guess, if tha t's wha t you're look ing f o r is what you 

3 wo uld designate to the FCC would not be any t hing 

~ o uts ide the a rea where we' re authorized or cert i f ied to 

5 provide se rvice. When 1 t comes to where the areas are 

G going to be that would be where the services would be 

7 supported by a un1versal se rvi ce fund, whether 1t • s 

8 high cost or low income o r l i bra r i es or whatever 1 t 

s, l. appens t o be, you know, that's an area t hat's 

10 cu rrently under debate depending upon which prox y cos t 

ll mod~ . 1s go1nq to be a ccepted . And s o th~ t·s why we 

:2 are som~~ ,~ vag~• o n tha t term bec a use what this 

tl Cw~~iss1on ~as not done a nd nor h a s the FCC co me o ut 

: ~ ~ . th any ! . nal decis i on as t o what model 1· is going t o 

. ~ . 

So : th:~~ :! we're required to take a look a t 

· t~ cc-p:y with the l aw . :! that's what 

:~ w, re :o~K.ng !or to conply with the FCC requirement. 

·~ ~ K ~na: r wna: we wcJld look at 1s an a rea, 

·to~a~. ~~ :aroer ~nan a~ •xchange area, which we would 

eq~at • to a w 1 re cen ter- o:- an e xchange area . And we 

~weve:- many are on that . 

MS. w:r:s-:: He how many e xchanges do you 

2 4 st.ll ha·,e? 

25 MR . HEASTON: It's on the liet we submi tted. 
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l A.. I can't answer that exactly. It's 

2 appro x ima tel y 35. 

3 MS. WI EST: It wou ld be attached? 

4 MR . HEASTON: It's on our e xh i b it to our 

5 app lication. 

6 MS. WI EST: So however many with the 

7 amendme n t the three tha t were missed. That's how many 

8 service areas you would like the Commi ss i on to 

9 designate for u S West at this time? 

10 A. I guess r• ,n not s u re whether we would wan t to 

1 1 des ignate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are euppose d to 

13 tell the FCC by Dec ember 31st wha t your des ignated 

l4 service area is. 

15 A . Then I suppose we o ught t o do it e xc hange by 

16 e xchange. 

l 7 MS. WTEST: If you want more time to th ink 

18 

l. 9 

20 

2.1 

22 

2. 3 

2 4 

25 

about it 

MR. HEASTON: Yes , I t hink 1 would. l mean 

t h is is not something that's come up i n the o the r c wo 

states that I've d o ne thts in. and I had the same basic 

application. I will have to -- I will d o a lace- fi l ed 

e x hibit on tha t if I could wit h an affi d avit fr om Jon . 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you re lying on aga i n, 
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1 Ro layne? 

2 MS. WI EST : Actua ll y wha t as fa r a s the PCC's 

3 p u b lic notice, tha t wa s docket 96- 4 5 DA 97·1892 issue d 

4 9-29- 97. 

5 

6 

MR. HEASTON: 1892. 

MS. WIEST: And l'm also rel y ing on 

7 p a rag ra phs 185 , 1 92, 193 o f t h e FCC's u n ive r s a l service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR . HEASTON: 197 , 1 75. 

MS. WI EST : 157 or 

MS. CREMER : 18 5 , 192 . 

MS. WIEST: The d oc ket n umber f o r t he FCC 

13 universal service. 

1 4 MR. HEASTON: Not the dock e· n umber but the 

!S o rder number, the orde r numbe r . 

16 MS. WIEST : Okay. l wa s look i ng a t 185, l 92 

17 and parag r aph 

18 MR. HEASTON: l got those. Wa s it FCC 

19 97 - 157? 

2 0 MS . WIEST : l 57. right. And the other thing 

21 you might wa nt to address 1n p a r a g r aph 185, f o r 

22 e xample, it does say 1f a state PUC adop ts i t s exi sting 

23 s e r v i ce a r eas for large ILEC' s, their study ar ea , this 

2 4 would erect s1gn1f1canc barriers to e n t r y. We a re al s o 

25 encouragec to consider designat i n g serv ice areas that 
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1 require an ILEC to serve a reas other than t hey have not 

2 tra ditionally se r ved. 

3 MR . HEASTON: Yes . And, see, this ·· what 

, the problem th1s causes is where you have not 

s considered and have left t o the FCC to dete r mine how 

6 that's going t o be model~d from a p o xy standpoint. 

7 And, yes. we are advoca ti ng smaller geographic elements 

e than the wire c enter for universal high cost support 

9 but l do not have a South Dakota specific look because 

10 this Commissi o n decided not to do their o wn earlier 

11 th1s · · a c o uple month s ago , as opposed to Wyoming and 

12 No rth Dakota where 1 do ha v e tha t b e cause those two a r e 

13 look~ng at doing their o wn, or suggesting thei r o wn 

14 cost stud y . So 1 do have the sma ll grids, as we c a l l 

15 it, . nd I could identify chat for you. I cannot 

1 6 identif y anything smaller t han r i ght now than a wire 

17 cenct r . 

1 8 

19 

MS. WIEST : 

MR. CO IT: 

Okay. 

Excuse me, may l comment brief ly 

20 o n this? And I understand chat l'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it was my understanding tod ay that the whole 

22 issue of disagg r eg a ted s erv ice a reas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would li k e to s a y 

2 4 we c ertainly have an lntere st in the issue. And l 

25 think that the FCC rules indicate that -- the o rde rs 
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1 and the r ul e s indicate that before changing an ex is t ing 

2 se r vice a r e a , that the Commission a t t he st a te l e vel 

3 needs to f 1nd that i t's consistent with unive r s a l 

~ se r vice requirements. So I think it's a r eally 

S i nvolved -- involves a lot more than the review o f 

6 a ctua ll y look ing at ETC service obl igati o ns. You're 

7 talking about mak ing changes in a US West se r vice area 

8 that could sign1f icantly change the level o f suppo rt it 

9 might recei v e under a federal universal service fund. 

10 Oec1s1o ns o n US west servi c e area disaggregation and 

so f or th could ce rtainly impact ru r al telephone 

:~ compan ies a s well . And I guess 9 0 1n9 inc, this 

13 proceeding l t wa s ou r understanding tha t there are 

~~ ~e~·a 1n established incumbent LEC se rv i c e area9, and we 

:~ d:dn .. unde~st a!'ld , : gu~ss, that we · .. chat the issue 

- ~h!3 U ~ West doc ~ et o r any o f the other ones wo uld 

:1 b~ w;:h reg~rd to d1oag9rega t 1ng service areas. 

:• :'.S W!ES7 . l '- not ta l king aboi.t 

And : t hi n k you have to 

~~ r~eoqn1z~ the d1st?nct1c~ that wa s ~ade bet ween 

2: nonrur a ls and rura! compan i es with respect co service 

I ! we want to lcok a t doing anything t o r u ral 

~, ccmpor.ies with ~espect to d1sag9 re9at 1on. we have t o 

7~ specif.ca ll y pet1t1on the FCC. Tha t' s a ll l'm tal k ing 

25 ~bout, and that's the reaso n why I onl y b r ought up t h is 
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1 issu e with respe c t t o US We st. And it's jus t my 

2 understanding the Comm i ssion does have to do the 

3 se rv ice area in o rder f o r US West to get you r 

4 universa l service mo ney . 

5 MR . HEASTON : If I coul d have unt il whateve r 

6 date was suggested earlier on get ti ng the add itional 

7 aff idav i ts in, I'l l have a r ecommendation f o r you from 

8 u S West on that. 

9 MS. WIEST: o~"Y • Are there a n y othe r 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

H 

15 

16 

17 

18 

ques tions of this wi tness? One more qu es tion, 

Mr . Lehner . Do you have any observat ion to what 

Mr . Best suggested as advertising requi rements for your 

company? 

A . I• m not 

he was requiring. 

sure that I underst ood exactl y what 

If the requi r ement is to advert ise 

1t onc e a year 1n t he newspape r, l d o n't th ink we have 

a problem with tha t . 

MS. WIEST : And gett1ng back to single party 

19 service 1s high cost. che only barrier is co pro v ide 

20 single party service to those 52 customers? 

21 A . Yes. 

22 MS. W1EST: rs it a lso US West's posi ~io n 

2 3 that the settlement agreement tha t you've stated I s 

24 suspended concerning single party service no longer 

25 app lies where I b e li eve y ou st a ted you wo uld h a ve 
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1 single party service co all customers by the year 20001 

2 A . Had the 121 investment program continued, I 

3 would have been ou t here talking to the staff and to 

4 y o u about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s some to the l a st fe w on some of these exchanges. it 

6 became obv i o us that this wa s this is f oo l ish to 

7 spend that k ind o f money wi th the cu rrent technology. 

8 Just d o esn't make any sense. 

9 MS. WIEST: That's a ll I have . Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u might also wan t to address the question o f whether 

11 t he Co mmissi o n has the authority to provide any de 

12 m1n1mus exception to the si ngle party without putting 

13 the time line o n !t. 

14 MR . HEAS~ON: I don't kno w that de min1mus 1s 

15 the issue, but l do think that you could put a time 

l ine o n 1t and make it renewable tha t we would have to 

: 7 come 1n . ! think what the rule would allow you t o do 

:a is requ i re us t o come 1n on a regularly - scheduled 

: 9 oasis, maybe annually , maybe semi - annually. to update 

2 0 the Comm1ss1o n o ! where we are technologyw1oe in c aki ng 

2: c a1e o f these last 52. That would be my position on 

2 2 this 1s that tha t puts a time limit on and it makes 1t 

2 3 dr!v e n by the tec hno l o gy and the affordability o f it. 

? 4 MS. WI EST: Okay Any othe r questions? 

=s COMMISS l ONER SCHOENFELDER: J have a question 
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1 of Mr . Lehner . And the reason I have a q uestion is 

2 because in your amended appli c ati on you might have 

3 add ressed it, howe ver. I don't have a copy of that and 

4 I apologize. But you a ddressed in here and you nave an 

5 exh1b1t on your origina l application that regards 

6 Lifeline. Link Up. And basically what 1t is it's you r 

7 tariff, o r a pa ge chat looks lik e a tar i£f page to me. 

8 Now, o S West really intends to comply w1th the 

9 commission order in Lif eline, Link Up? 

1 0 A. 

ll 

12 tha· . 

13 A . 

l~ 

15 

16 

Absolutely. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: I need to k no,1 

And that pa9e doesn ' t apply any mor e. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you . 

MS. WIEST : Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I guess I have a 

17 question. You kno w. you -- when you were talking about 

18 why you shouldn't have to provide this single party 

19 sys:ems for these areas that you listed li ke Spearf1sh 

20 dnd Pie rre and all the list that you went through --

2 l A. Yes . 

22 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would lt •• lt just 

23 seems weird t o me that it would be that expens1 ve to 

24 provide those services 1n some a reas. Li k e Pierre and 

25 Huron. those are pretty -- l mean can you e xplain that 
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l to me a li ttle b i t beca use I f 1nd that a l ittle odd. 

2 A . The high cost we ' r e t a l king about in many 

3 c ases, n o t onl y repl a cing. we're tal k ing about 

4 customer& tha t were eng i neered pro bably back ~n the 

5 si xt i es and s eventies to mu lti- p a rty ser?1ce with no 

6 intention o ( having si ngle party serv1 c e . So we•re 

7 ta l k 1ng 1n many cases m1 i es a nd miles o f distributi o n 

S c ab le, s ome c ases si x pair, ll pa i r , maybe even grea t e . 

~ pa i r . So we're ta lking abou t now having t o repl a ce 

10 that c ab l e wi th probably SO pa i r o r a hu~dred pair 

cable. And we're also tal k ing abou t man y ca se s where 

12 a· the end of tha t c able we have to e xt end what some 

13 peopl e will c a ll a dro p , what I call a pair o f wires . 

somet1 mes several m:les. And 1n o rder t o pro vide 

15 single par• y se rv ice • · we! l, : t ake tha t ba c k 1n tha t 

:6 caae. The d r o p p.ece o! that wi ll be o ka). wa s 

11 thanking o f if they ~~vc ~ore than one line But we· re 

:3 ta: ~1ng abOLl distribut:on c a ble, we' r e ta!k1n9 abou t 

:~ fe~der. and we're ta:k1ng 1n soce c ases abou t PA: R GAIN 

20 syste ms chat are )Lst p . a.n ~ull. : ·n talking a bout 

.., . . ' systens t h a t you' v e heard li ke Ana conda that are going 

2: to ne~1 to be r epl a ced. !c 's e xpens ive. 

COMMl SSIONER NELSON: guess in my mind 1t 

se·-~ :o ,e that cost proh1b1t1 ve ·· ! d i dn t exa c t l y 

25 e~vlsion e xac tly what y ou were Jus t expla in ing ~o me 
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1 because I wa s t h i nk i ng maybe these l i nes had t o b e r un 

2 out miles and miles and miles a nd t he r e' s nobody out 

3 the r e or some thing. But i f thi s is 1n a !a ir ly 

~ popul a ted a rea, a nd i t does n ' t seem to me tha t these 

S people should have to live with Just t wo party 

6 telephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 know it in South Dakota , doesn' t have lo do that 

8 because the lines are all f1lled up. I mean I'm 

9 looking f or some rea son why tha t's a cceptable, 

10 especially when some o f those li tt l e compan i e s are 

11 saying tha t they got ma ybe three o r f ou r people l e! t 

12 that they don't have that service f or and they've made 

13 every effort co s a y, well. we want a waiver but we will 

1~ do 1t by the end of the year o r whatever 

?S A . I th1nk that mos t o f the companies you•ve 

16 been listening to up until now -· and I obviously can' t 

17 speak for them, but I think you're talki ng about 

18 engineering that was done probably 1S, 20 years ago 1n 

19 most o~ these compan1es· c ases whe r e they at the time 

~O spent the money to do that. We did not do that We 

2: provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single pa rty service. There 

23 

24 

25 

are different ! und1ng mechanisms and different 

requirements that we 've had. They've had the a b1l1cy 

to spend that kind o f money and recove r it . Now. I can 
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l spend Sl00,000 or SlS0,000 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to do these, but somewhere that has to be recovered and 

3 it isn't going to be re covered from a customer. That 

.; customer isn't going to pay for that . 

s COMM !SS10NER NELSON: It seems to me this 

6 flies in the fate of what the governor·s bill said l as t 

7 year. ! mean here we·re tal k ing making available high 

a t e chnology t o everybody in South Dakota. Basically 

9 that's what the bill says. And we're tal k i ng here some 

10 people that aren't even going to have single party 

11 telecommunicat ion in this state. 

12 A. 

13 cost is. 

Comm!ss:oner. all r can tel l you is what the 

And 1 thin k that's -- I think tha t's, unl ess 

t ; there's a recovery mechanism. it woul d ma ke n o sense t o 

:s spend that kind o f mo ney . And 1 certainly wo uldn't 

:6 re~ommend it. 

:1 CHAIRMA:-. BURC: The question I have in the 

18 LEC industr y when we have these kind of situations once 

19 1n a while there's another p r ovider chat is closer that 

ZO can do it. Would that be the case to any of these? 

2! Would that be a reas onable s ol ution ever? 

22 A. Yes. it would. And, Commissioner, if there 

23 1s any company 1 n this ~oom that would like to ~erve 

24 any of these 5 2, would he happy to nego tiate . 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG: I think ~aybe when we're down 
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1 to 52 , we ought to get a list o f those names and see i f 

2 we could work it out. 1 share what Ccunsel has s&id. 

3 r•m not sure we can make the exception. 1 k now that 

4 US West's counsel has given us what I call a short 

S term one, tha t 1n othe r words, we c,uld give the wa iver 

6 ! or a limited peri od o ! time, but I don't kno w cha t's 

7 an indefinite solution and we probably ought to work ·· 

8 look at working togethe r to meet and !ind the solution 

9 to meet the FCC rules I think if we can. But so many 

lO •• maybe, 1 guess, what l would like to request 1• the 

ll actual name and location of those 52 filed at some 

12 time. I don't ca r e whether it 's part o f this docke t or 

13 not. 

14 A. I think that can be provided. 

l 5 MS. WIEST : Any other questions? I! not. 

16 than~ you. 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I suppose we do need some 

typb of wa iver in o rder to grant them an ETC status. 

MS . WtEST : Sorry. !or wh ich now? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : For single party. 

MS WIEST· At this time staff has a witness 

on this case firs t. 

MS. CREMER : Staff woul d call Harlan Best. 

HARLAN BES T, 

called as a wi tness, being previously s wo r n. 
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1 was e x am1ned and testified as f o ll o ws: 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATI ON 

3 BY MS. CREMER : 

o. Harlan. were you the ana lyst a ssigned to 

s TC97-l63. u S Wesc·s app l1cat1 o n? 

6 A . Yes. 

7 Q . And have you reviewed tha t appli c a tion by Us 
a West? 

Yes. 9 

10 

A. 

o . And would y ou a gree with Mr _ Le h ne r when he 

!1 test1!1ed earl 1er tha t they met a ll the ~equirements o f 

12 ~ 7 CFR 5 4 -101? 

13 A . That they h a ve met those? 

14 Yes . 

A . Yes, wich the discussion that we've had on 

:6 single par ~y . 

17 R19ht. Okay . And a t y ou r re comme ndation f o r 

18 ad~ert io1 ng. would that be the same for US West as it 

19 w~ s !01 the others ? 

20 A . Yes 

21 And whac would your recommendati o n be for the 

22 Commission 1n defining a se rv ice area for US West? 

21 A. It would be the w1 re center. 

MS. CREMER: That 's al l the que s tions I wo u ld 
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2 

3 

4 

MS. WI EST: Any g uest1ona, Ma. Wi1 ka 7 

MS. WILKA: No questi o ns . 

MS, WIEST: Commissioner s? 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The questi on I'd have lS 

67 

5 baaed on that, should we not -- r mean is this - - what 

6 d o t c al l it? Is chis a d ocument tha t is fi led in 

7 cheoe hea r i ngs ? 

e MS. CR EMER : Yes . 

9 CHk!RMAN BORC: I guess I chink we ough t to 

1 0 correct tha t e x h1b1c co put no on each of those that 

ll we've made a wa i ver for o n the single p a rty beca use I 

12 believe the ans wer is no a nd we ' ve made a wa iver t o 

13 satis fy that . 

1 4 MS. CREMER: Okay . 

lS CHAIRMAN BURG: Since tha t's filed . 

16 COMMI S SIONER SCHOENFELDE R: We have not moved 

1 7 f o r a waive r in tha t area, have we? 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. for s1 ~ months on one 

J9 o ther company . 

2 0 MS . WJEST : We have t wo single par ty wa ivers 

2" so far. buc u S West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMA N BURG : Bu e i f we do and f or any we 

23 do, since he's a witness on the st a nd and this is h i s 

2~ document, ! :h1nk that chis d o cumen t should be 

25 co rrected to re! lec t, no, they do not meet chat to 
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1 coincide with the wa i vers we've given. 

:2 

3 

.; 

s 

6 

., 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

MS . CREMER : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I guess I don' t kno w. Wha t 

d o we need t o d o to mak e sure that co rrec t ion is mad e ? 

MS. WIEST : I bel1eve there are three 

companies that d o not at t his time pr o v ide single par ty 

s erv ice, s o all they wo uld have to d o 1s c hange that 

yes t o no fo r those Stateline, Venture, and US West; 

r ight ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: An d the tes timony o n t he 

record is adequate co a ccomplish that ? 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Ok ay . rha t's al l I 

1 .; wonde r ed. 

15 MS. WIEST: So how many wire c enters d oe8 US 

l6 West have ? 

17 

ta 

A , 38. 

MS. WIEST: 3 8 • Thank you. Any oc her 

~9 questions of this w:tness? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

MS. CREMER : No. 

MS. WIEST : Wou ld you like t o admit this 

docket ! o r the p u rposes o( this d ocket ? Bef o r e I only 

adm1tced it t o r the othe r doc ke ts. 

MS. CREMER : Actually I wasn' t g oi ng to move 

it into t h is o ne bec a use people testified co it, sot 
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l didn't rea ll y nee d it in mi ne . 

2 move it. 

Bu t t c an certainly 

3 

.; 

5 

MS . WIEST: I t ' s up to you. 

MS . CREMER: We don ' t n e ed it 1n tnis docket . 

MS. WlEST: 

6 witness? Thank you . 

Any othe r qu e stions of th1s 

Any . hing e lse ! r om a ny of the 

7 pa r ties? At this time I believe the Commission will 

8 take these matters under a d v isement. We are wa 1ting 

9 (or some l a te - fil Pd e xhibits in some docke t s, a nd it 

10 will be poss1ble that perha ps the Commiaeion will make 

ll the decisions either at a Commission meeting o r at the 

12 December 2nd hearing on some other rel a ted ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any question s from anybody o r a ny 

1 -; comments? 

15 MR . CO I T : I would just, f or the reco r d, li ke 

16 t o formally request that the Commiesion designat e e a c h 

17 o ! th, · · based upon t he record, the a f ( idavits yet to 

lB be submitted. that the Commlseion designate e a ch of the 

19 r u ral telephone companies, SDITC membe r compan1es. as 

2 0 ETC's and that thei r study a reas be d e signated a s thei r 

21 se r v i ce a r ea . Tha t's a ll I have. 

22 MS . WIEST: Tha nk you. That will cloee the 

23 hearing . 

24 (THE HEARI~G CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P. M.) 

25 
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Jun ... 11, 1997 

lnlnsmt Ttltf)hont CompH), Inc. 
)12"""Strm \\'ffl 
P Cl Bo, 9,lj) 
Ck.ti IA<.South o.. ... S1?11Ml'll1> 

Ht . W1ll1um Bullard , Jc . 
ExccutJVft 01cector 
South O.ikota Public ULllttic:: Comm,:,aiou 
State Cdpltol 
Pierre, SO 5750 1-5070 

Dear B111 : 

TC97-077 
...._ MH?.,:I JI 

Fu l,Oj,'1• ·?01• 
Wd, bajt ttctdcom 

RECEIVED 

JUN I 1991 
SOUTH 0AI( 
UTll/TffS r,..C?fMA PUBLIC 

·J, · '~SION 

Enclosed you ~Ill ( ind one or iqinal dnd ten copies of our filing 
c11quo:u.1ng .lhJt:o•,al as 1rn "Eligible TcJucommicat!ons Ca r; cl.cr• o r 
ETC . rluouc call i { you have any question:, . 

Sincerely, 

Ocan E . Andoraon 
Conl.'r1>l Nan.igoc 



TC9?-077 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UT llLTTIES COMMISSION RECEIVED 

OF THE STA TE OF SOUTH DAKOTA IIIN I 3 1997 

IN THE MA TIER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COM PANY ) 
COOPERATIVE. INC. FOR DESIGNATION ) 
AS AN ELIGIBLE T ELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DESIGNATION 
DOCKET TC97-

lntrostatc Telephone Compnny, Inc. ( '' ITC") pursuant to 47 United States 

Code Section 2 14( e) and 4 7 Code of Federal Regulations Section 54.20 I hereby 

seeks from the Public Utilities Commission (''Commission'') designation as nn 

'·eligible 1clecommunications carrier'' within the local exchange tlrcas that 

constitute its service area in South Dakota. In support of this request, ITC offers 

the following: 

I.Pursuant 10 47 U.S.C. § 214(c) it is the Commission's responsibility to 

designate local exchange carriers ("LECs") as "eligible telecommunications carriers" 

( .. ETCs''). or in other words, to dctcnninc which LECs have nssumed universal service 

obi iga1ions consistt II with the federal law and should be deemed eligible to receive 

federal universal service support. At least one eligible telecommunications c~rricr is 

to be designated by the Commission for each service area in the State. However, in 

the case of areas served by "rural telephone companies". the Commission may not 

designate more than one LEC as nn ETC without first finding that such additional 

designation would be in the public interest. Under 47 CFR § 54.20 I, beginning 

January I, 1998. only telecommunications carriers that have received designation from 

the Commission to serve as an eligible telecommunications carrier ,, ithin their service 

are-:i will be eligible to receive federal universal service support. 

IXNllll 
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2. ITC is lhe faci li1ies-based local exchange carrier presently providing local 

exchange telecon1111 unications services in lhe following exchanges in South Dakota: 

Bradley-784 
Casile wood-793 
Clark-532 
Florence-758 
Hay1i/-783 
Lake Norden-785 

Waubay-947 
Websier-345 
Willow Lake/-625 
Bryant-628 

ITC 10 its knowledge is 1he only carrier today providing local exchange 

Lelecommunica1ions services in the above idcntilied exchange areas. 

3. ITC in accord wi1h 47 CFR § 54. 10 I oOcrs lhc following local exchange 

1elecommunica1ions services 10 all consumers throughout its service area: 

• Voice grade access to the public swi1ched network; 

• Local exchange service free of per minu1e charges under a na1 rated 

local service package. 

• [JuaJ tone muhi-frequency signaling; 

• Access 10 emergency services such as 91 1 or enhanced 911 public 

services; 

• Access to opcraior services: 

• Access 10 in1crexchange service: 

• Access to din:ctory assis1amce: and 

• Toll blocking service upon request. 

As nolcd above, ITC does provide toll limitation service in lhe fonn of 1011 

blocking to consumers, however, 1he addi1ional toll limitation service of ~1011 control~ 

2 



as defined in the new FCC universal service rules (47 CFR § 5-1.400(3)) is not 

pro\lidcd. ITC is not aware that any local exchange carrier in Sou1h Oako1a ha,s a 

current capability 10 provide such service. The FCC gave no indication prior to the 

release of its universal service order (FCC 97- 157) that toll control would be imposed 

as an ETC service requirement and • to our information and belief. as a result, LECs 

nationwide arc not positioned to make the service immediately available. In order for 

ITC to provide the service. additional usage tracking and storage capabilities will hove 

to be installed in its local switching equipment. At minimum, the service requires a 

switching software upgrndc and at this time ITC is investigating and 111!e111p1ing 10 

determine whether the necessary software has been developed and when it might 

become avai lable. 

Accordingly, ITC is faced with exceptional circumstances concerning its ability 

to make the toll control service available as set forth in the FCC's universal service 

rules and must request a waiver from the requirement to provide such service. At this 

time. a waiver for a period of one year is requested. Prior to the end of the one year 

peri,od, ITC wi ll repon back 10 the Commission with specific infonnation indic.ating 

when the necessary network upgrades can -be made and the service can be m.ade 

available 10 assist low income customers. The Commission ma} properly grant a 

waiver lrom the "toll control" requirement pursuant 10 4 7 CFR 54.10 I ( c ). 

4. ITC has previously and will continue to advenise the availability of its local 

exclhange services in media of general distribution throughout the exchange areas 

served. Prior to th ; filing. ITC has not geraerally advenised the prices charged for all 

of Lhe above-identified services. II will do so going forward in accord with any 

specific ndvenising standards that the Commission may develop. 

3 



S. Based on the foregoing. ITC respectfully requests the Commissinn: 

(a)gr.int a temporary waiver oflhe requirement to provide .. ,oil control .. service: 

and 

(b )grant nn ETC designation to ITC covering all of lhl-' local exr hangc 

areas that constitute iL, present service area in the State. 

Datl-d this /.t ,I day of June. 1997. 

l111rastate Telephone 

Co111pany. Inc 

t(,. 42 ~ ::: ,.,1,.,,, .,d_41 .. ,e-

Dean E. Anderson. General Manager 



October 8 , 1997 

lntra.,i.t~ Ttltphont Company. lac. 
Jtl<l<hScm:rw..,. 
PO P,910 
Ck.tri.,..kc,SouthO.i.ot, S7-l0 

Ms . Xaron Cromer. Std f ! Allorney 
South Dakotd Publ ic Utilities Commission 
State cap itol Building 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierro, South Dakota ~7501-5070 

R,..C VED 

Re : £li9ible Telecommunications Carrier applicati on, TC 97-077 
lntrastale Telephone Company , Inc . 

The follJwl ng r esponses r c (er to the in ! ormatl on r equ"sted in 
your l otter dated October 1, 1997 . 

J. Pursuant to 47 C.Y.R. 54 .l0l(a)(4 J, single-party service or 
its functional equi valent • ust bo aac'le available by an Eligible 
Te lcco .. unicat i ons Carrier (ETC) t~ r eceive universal oervice 
s upport •echanis•s. Does t ho above- referenced co•pa ny have this 
service? 

Ai l customer lines are si ngle party e xcept [or !our customers . 
Si nce acquJcing this property in June . 1986, we have converted 
in excess o( 200 cust omer s Crom multi-party service t o s ingle 
PdCty ser vice . O( the f our remaining customer o , !ac il1tl os to 
prov1de tvo o { tho• with s ingl e party service uro alroac'ly in 
p l aco and the customers will bo upg r aded vllh1n tho ne xt fev 
da\'5' . '!'ho other t wo customors C<'lnnot be upg r aded unt 11 
oddlt1onal faci l1t 10~ arc lnstallod but this constr uction "lll be 
completed pr i o r to tho end o[ the constr uc tion season vith the 
actual upgrades occurring ohor tly thorea!ter . Al l cust omer s wi ll 
havo s i ngle ?arty servi ce prior t o tho end o! the year . 

2. Pursua.nt to 47 C.P.R. 54.405 and 54.411, Lifeline and 1,lnk Up 
servi ces •uot be •ade available by an ETC to quallfy!ng lov
lnco•o consumers . Does the applicant co•pany, as re!erencod 
above, •alto t hese oerv i.ceo ava ilable to qualify lng conouaor s? 

Jntrastale 'l'elc.phono Company, Jnc . currently oCCor s Lifeline and 
Link Up l oca l service discounts vith1n Its e xchange a reas . 
Be9 1 nnin9 Janua ry l, 1998, the progr ams v lll be o!ferod unde r ncv 
terms In accor d vith the FCC rules, C. P. R. 54 . 400-54 . 41 7, and any 
PUC decisions concocn1ng Implementation of the expanded programs . 

• ...., 1 

IC 
~ 
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Doan e . Anderso n , be ing fl r o t duly s vo rn, atato6 that he 1n tho 
General Manager for tho roopondin9 party , that ho huo r o1d the 
initial ETC appllcat1on and tho !orogoln9 , and tho some a r L cru~ 
to his ovn best knovlcdgo , In f o rmation , and be l~of . 

Dated this 8th day o ( October, 1997 . 

Nota ry Pub lic 

(so .. t I 



~:1 
""- 1-0S,U•·? Iii 

fu ,1u1•~'0t. 

\Id, l,rq, -·--

Octobe r 2'-, 19~7 

~a . Racnn Cr emer, Start AtLornuy 
Sout h D~t ota Public Ut1llt1ea Commaalon 
State Capitol Butldtnq 
500 £aat C4pi t ol A~nnuo 

RECEIVED 

OCT 2 8 1997 
SOUTH 0AKO 
UTILITIES COMTMA,Pusuc 

SSION 

Pierre, S0ut11 Oakot,, 57501-5070 

Ae : TC 97-077 Upddted ln!ormatlon TO Suppleaent 10/08 Lotter 

Deu r Ms . Cr ener : 

The four cuatonora that v~ro reported to have multi-party service 
in tho Octobor 8 f1!1ng inf ormation have be upgraded t o s t nglc 
pa rty sorv1cc . Thus , al l customer s nov have single party 
ser vice . 

SJncerely, 

Dean E. Anderson 
General Manager 

cc : Jerry Hoiocrgcr 
Kent 11ord 11 

IXlllllt 
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Bt:FORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ) 
INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY , INC. ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER } 

} 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER ANO NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-077 

On Jun& 13. 1997, the Public Ut1h11es Comm1ss1on (Comm1s_s1on) received a request for 
des1gna11on as an eligible 1elecommun,cations came, (ETC) from lnlraslate Telephone Compa ny, 
Inc (ITC) ITC requested designation as an el igible telecommunlcatJOns carrier within the tocal 
exchange areas 111a1 cons11tu1e i ts service area. 

The Commission elee1ronically lfansmrtl&d notice o f the filing and the 1n1ervenhon deadline 
lo interested 1nd1v1duals and entities No person or en11ty filed to I tervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Commiss10n set the heanng for this maner for 1 30 pm on Novemoer 19, 
1997, in Room 412. State Cap,tol. Pierre. South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled Al the heanng, Ille Commlss10n granted ITC a one year 
waiver of lhe requirement to prov,de toll control service w,1hin ,ts service area At ,1s December 11, 
1997. meeung, lhe Commission granted ETC designallon 10 ITC and dostgnaled ,ts s1udy area as 
11s service area 

Based on Ille !Mdence of recoro, the Commission enters the followmg F1nd1ngs of Fact a nd 
Conclusions o f Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 13, 1997, lhe Commission received a request for des,gnauon as an ETC from ITC 
ITC requested de:.,gnallon as an ETC wrth1n the local exchange areas lhat conshlute tis serv,ce 
@roa !TC ~NH the follow,ng exchange$· Bradley (78-4), Bryan1 (628). Castlewood (793); Clar1l 
(5'32). Florence (7S8). Hay11 (783); Lake Norden (785). Waubay (947), Webster (345); and Willow 
Lake (625) Exh1brt 1 

II 

Pur:1uan1 to 47 USC. § 214(e)(2). the Commission 1s required 10 deSJgnate a common 
earner tha l meels the requirements or see11on 214(e}(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by lhe Comm1s~on 

111 

Pursuant 10 47 u SC § 214(e}(1), a common earner 1ha1 ,s designated as an ETC is eug,ble 
to fece1Ve universal service support and shaU, throughout its seMce area. offer 1he services that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either uSlng tis own faallbes or a 
comb1na11on of tis own facilities and resale of another camel's services The earner must also 
advertise lhe avadcbillty of such servtces and lhe rates for the serv,ces using med,a of general 
dl:llnbuhon, 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has de5lgnated the following sel'Ylces or 
luodiooalibes as those supponed by federal universal service suppo11 mechanisms: (1) voice grade 
access to the public SWl!dled netwol1I. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mulli-frequency Stgr!4Ung or its 
functional equal. (4) s,ngle p.. ity service or 11s funct10r!41 equivalent: (5) access to ilmergency 
services. (6) access to operator services. (7) access to 111terexchange service: (8) access to 
directory assistance, and (9) toll hlllltalion for quali fying low·income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 
54 101(a) 

V 

As pat! of its obligat10ns as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make available Ulelme and Link 
Up serv>ees to quahfylng low-income consumers. 47 C.F R § 54 • .C05; .C7 C F R, § 54.411 

Vl 

ITC offers voice grade access to the· public switched netwo111 to all consumers throughout 
tts service area Exhibit 1 

VII 

ITC offers local exchange service including an amount of local usage rree of per minute 
charges to all consumers throughout its service area. Isl, 

VIII 

ITC offers dual tone mulll·frequency signaling to all consumers throughout il.s seMQII am 
Jg. 

IX 

ITC offers s,ngle party service to all consumers throughout its service area. Exhibits 2 and 
3 

X 

ITC offers access to emergency se;rvlces to all consumers throughout 11s service area 
Exh1b1l 1 

1.11. 

XI 

ITC offers access to operator services to all consumers throughout rts service area. Isl 

XU 

ITC offers access to interexchange services to all consumers throughout its service area. 

XIII 

ITC offers access to dfrectory assistance to all consume,s throughout its service area. Isl 

2 



XIV 

One ol tho se,w:es required 10 be prov1de-d by an ETC to qualifying low-1nc:Qme c:Qnsumers 
,s toll hmitalk>n 47 C F.R § S4 101(a}(9) Toll hm,taoon consists ol both toll blodung and toll 
c:on1rol 47 CF R § 54 400(d) Ton control is a se1V1Ca that allows consumers to specify a cartaJn 
amooot ol toll us.,ge that may be lllCUffed pe, month or per bllung cycle 47 CF R § 54 400(c) Toll 
blodung is a service that lets consumers elecl noc to anow the completton ol outgotng toll calls. 47 
C F R § S4.400(b) 

x.v 

ITC olfers loll bloclung to all consumers throughout its serw:e a.,ea Exnobd 1 

XVI 

ITC does not eutrently offer toll conll'OI Ill In order for ITC to provide toll control, add1t10111al 
usage tr.lCldng and storage capab,l,t,es WII have to be ,nsta!led ,n Its local swnchlllg equipment ITC 
IS il11empllng to detem,,ne whether the necessary sohware has been developed and when rt might 
become available Ill 

XVII 

ITC Slated that 11 ,s face<! with excephonal ClfCUITlstances concerning its abd1ty to make toff 
con1rol service avadable and requested a one year w11ver from the requnment to provide such 
serv,ce Ill Pnor to tho end of the one year penod. ITC w,8 repo,t back to the COmmlSs,on with 
specdic 111form1tt0n tndteahng when the networtt upgrades can be made III order to provide tolt 
con1rol ta 

XVIII 

Wllh respe,;J lo the obigallon to advertise the avuab*ty ol services suppol1ed by the federal 
un,versal service SUppol1 mechanism and the charges for those seMOes usinO media of general 
d1s111button. ITC stated that 11 advelllses the ava1l1bol11y ol ,ts local exchange servtees ,n media of 
general d,stnbutloi throughout its service area However. ITC hlS not generally edvert,sed the 
pnces for these scirvtees. ta ITC stated ,ts lnlen1,on to comply with any advert,s,ng standards 
developed by the Comm,s.SlOO ta 

XIX 

ITC OJtrently offers L,fehne and Link Up seMee d•-SCOUnts ln ,ts exchanges Exhlbit 2 ITC 
will o lfer the Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in au o f its service area beginning January 1, 
1998, in accordance With 1.7 CF R §§ 54 400 to 5" " 17, ,nclusrve, and any Comm,ss,on imposed 
requ11ements Exhibit 2 

xx 

The Commlssion finds that ITC currently provides and will continue to provtde the folloWtng 
seMce$ or tuocuonllltles throughou1 ,ts seMOe area ( 1) vCHce grade aceess to the public sw,tched 
net-11.. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency s,gnakng, (4) smgle-party seMOt, (5) ea::ess 
to emergency serv,ces (6) access to 090(81« seMCes, (7) ac:ceu to lnlent1tchange seMCe, (8) 
access to dlfeclory as11siance, Ind (9) toll blOdunG tor ~llfy,og fow,,ncome consumers 
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XXI 

The CM\MISSIOn l\nds tha1 put"SUanl to 47 CF A § 54 10 1(c) ,t ~I grant ITC a watvel of the 
reqwement to olfe, toll con11ol serv,ces unt,t December 31, 1998 The Comm,ss,on finc:ts that 
exceptJOnal orc:umstancH prevent ITC from pr0-V1ding toll control at this lime due to the d1ff.wlty in 

obtaining the necessary software upgrades to p rovide the service 

XXJI 

The Comm.sston finds that ITC intends le> proVlde Ldellne and Lmk Up programs to quahfy,ng 
custome1s throughout i ts serv1ce area cons1stel'lt w,1h state and federal nites an<I Olden 

XXIII 

The Commis~,on finds that ITC shall advertise the av11lab<ll1Y or the services suppottea by 
the federal universal sel'VlCe support mechamsm and the cha!Q11S therefor throughout tts SetVICe 
a rea using media o f general d1stnbut1011 once each year The CommisS1on further finds tNlt if the 
rate tor any of the seMCes supponed by the federal universal serv,ce suppon mechanism changes 
the ,,_ rate must be advert,sed us,ng media of general dostnbUbOn 

JCXIV 

Plnuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(5). lhe Comm1ss,on designates ITC's current study area as 
,u serv,ce area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comm1Ss10n has 1unsd1ction over tn,s matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31, 
and '47 USC § 214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(2), the Comm1Ss,on ,s required 10 duignate a common 
camer tnat meets the requirements of sect.on 214(e)( 1) as an ETC for a sennce area de51gn11~ 
by th6 Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(1), a commoo earner that 1s designated as an ETC 1s ehgible 
10, rece,ve urwersal seMCe suppon and shall, throughout 11s serv,ce area, offer the seMGes that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechantsms either using ,ts own faolltJes 0< a 
comb,natton of its ow- laohties and resale of another c.imer's services The camer must al so 
advert,se the ava,lab;,1!y or sueh services and the rates for the servtces using med,a of general 
d1stnbut1on 

IV 

The FCC has designated tl>e follow,ng services or funC1,onah11es as those supported by 
federa l universal service support mechanisms (1) VOtCe grade access to the puobc sw,tcned 
ne twork, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency sognahng or 111 lunc1ional equal, (4) single 
party seMce or rts functional equivalent, (5) aa:ess 10 eme19oncy services, (6) 11a:ess IQ operator 
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services; (7) access 10 lnterexchange service: (8) access 10 d11ecto,y ass1s1anco, and (9) ton 
l1mi1a1fon for quahfying low-mcome consumers. 47 C F.R § 54.101(a) 

V 

As pan or ,ts obltgations as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make available Lilel!ne and Link 
Up services to quantymg !Ow-income consumers 47 CF R, § 54.405; 47 C.F.R § 54.411. 

VI 

ITC nas mel the requirements of 47 C F.R § 54 101 (a) with the exception of the ab,hty to 
oller toll control Pursuant 10 47 C.F R. § 54 101(c), the Comm,sso , coneludes that ITC has 
demonstrated exceptional circumstances that 1ustily granting It a waiver of the n1qu,remen1 to offer 
toll control untJI December 31. 1998 

VII 

ITC shall provide l.Jfebne and Link Up programs to qualifying customers throughOU1 ,ts serv,oe 
area cons,stent wtth state and lederal rules and orders 

VIII 

ITC shall advertls.e the avadablhty of the sel"IIICes suppor1ed by lhe federal un,ver$31 servloe 
suppon mechanism and the charges 1hetelor using media of general dtslnbutlOI\ once each year 
If the rate for any of the services supported by lh.e federal un111ersal service support mechanism 
changes, the new rate shall be advertised using med,a of general dislnbutlon_ 

IX 

P\.ouanl to 47 U S C § 214(e)(5). the Comm,ss,on du,gnates ITC's current study area a:s 
,ts se:ivtee area 

area 

X 

The Comrmssoon designates ITC as an ehg1ble lelecommunicat1ons earner for ,ts seN,ce 

II is IMrefore 

ORDERED, lhal ITC's current study area ,s des,gn,ned as ,ts service area; and ,t ls 

FURTHER ORDERED. that ITC shaU be granted a waiver of the requirement 10 offer toll 
control servtees uni~ December 31. 1998 and 1t 1S, 

FURTHER OROERED, that ITC shall lollOW tile ad\lefttslng ~ as isled above, and 
,tos 

FURTHER ORDERED. that ITC ,s desognat.ed as an ellg1ble 1elecommunica1ions earner for 
it, service atea 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

l>LEAS.E TAKE NOTICE !hat thtS Otderwas duly entered on the /? ad.-, or December. 
1997 Pursuant 10 SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take elfeci 10 days alter the date of receipt or 
ra,lure 10 accept delivery of 1he decis\on by lhe pan,es. 

-a 
Dated at P,erre, South Dakola, I.his / '7 ~ ay of December, 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

OFFICIAL SE.Al 
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December 17. 1997 

Bill Bullard 
South Dakota Public Utiliues Commission 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501 

Dear Mr. BuJlard: 

1 c',,? 7- &?7 
- 6')S.17'-llll 

~._, ~~ , 1 ... ~ 14 
11.,, k•~ .u:,t """ 

RECEIVED 

.,/ 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules '•7 CFR Section 54.401 (d) and the South 
Dakota Public Utilities Commission Docket TC97- 150. please find 
enclosed lhe Lifeline and Linkup implementation plan for Interstate 
Telecommunications Cooperative, lnc. and Intrastate Telephone Company. 
lnc 

If you have any questions regarding lhe enclosed information. please feel 
free to call me at (605) 874-8300. 

Sincerely, 

ITC 

Dean E. Anderson 
General Manager 

DEA:lk 
Enclosures 



Rl:CE1vr:o 
LJF"i;:LJNE AND LINK UP PLAN 

OF INTRASTATE TEL~PHONE COMPANY ~C. 
11, 'll 1c 

ln1nsu1e Telephone Company Inc. submits this plan pursuant 10 J7 CFR § SJ.401(d). latnsW. 'J"I 
Telephone Company Inc. bas been des1gna1ed ;>S an chg1ble 1clccommuo,c:11ions c:mier by the Soul!h 
Dakota Public U1ilitiu Commiss,on ("SOPUC") and. as such. mus1 make U!eHnc and u nlc Up service 
available 10 qualifying :ow-income consumers IIS sci forth In the C:Omm1ss1on·s FiM I Order Olld 
Decision; Notice of Entry of D«cisi0t1 da1ed November 18, 1997, issued in Ood« I TQJ7-l50 ~ 
Mauc.r of the lnves11ga11on jn10 1he t,fehoe and lin!s ttJp Promms). which is ••uchcd as Exh1bi1 "- and 
consistent with lhe cnleria cst.ibll.shed under J7 CFR H SJ.400 10 S4A 17, inclusive. 

A. G«atral 

I. The ufdinc and unk Up ptog13ms twist qu'&lificd low-income consumers by providing for 
reduced monthly chlllgcs and reduced connection charges f~ local 1dephonc service. The 
asslst.incc applies IO a single telephone line a1 ;i qualified consumer's prindpal p!ACC of rcsidcoc:c-. 

2. A qualified low•1ncomc consumer is a lelepbone subsaibcr who pa111cipa,1cs in al ICll:SI one of 
the following public uslst.incc programs: 

a. Medicaid 
b. Food Stamps 
c. Supp!cmcnllll ~cunly Income (SSt) 
d. Federal Public Housmg Assislllncc: 
e. low-Income Home Enagy Assisuncc: Program (U{EAP) 

3. A qu.:1J1ficd low-1ncomc: consume.r is eligible 10 recci,·c cithc1 or bolb U!clioc and unll: Up 
=isunc:c. 

.i, lntDSUllc: Telephone Company In<: will :odvc.t1iu Ille avadab1lt1y of Ufclinc: 11nd Unk Up 
services and 1be charges therefore using mcd.l;a of general dls1nlM 1on and in llCCOrd wtlh uy 
nilcs tha1 lllllY be developed by 1hc SOPUC for appltauon IO eligible 1clccommu1uc:itioiu 
c urlers. 

S. In •ddiuon. ln11:u101c Telephone Company Inc., u requucJ by the Fuia/ Order and D«i.Jio,s: 
.Vot~c of £,u,y of Dm.nt>n of the SOPUC (uh1bi1 A), will 10dic11e 1n 11·, moua.l report to 1bc 
SOPUC 1he number o ( subKnbcrs w11hin u·s service uca receiving UfcJin.: and/or Lmk Up 
3.UI.Sl3RCC. In addi11on. this 1nfonru111on will be provided 10 the Unrvel'S.11 Service Adm1n1str.11ivoc 
Company ("USAC-). 

6. lnforma11on ..,. 10 1hc number o ( coru.umcrs qua.lifylng for u(clinc ;10d/o r L,nk Up 1S$1S1ancc 
c.inno1 curren1ly · c provided by ln1rume Tdephone Company Inc. bc:ausc it bas no ;icc:c.ss 10 
the govcmmcn1 ,nformJlion necessary 10 determine how many o ( 1ts telephone sub5er1bcn 1lC 

p;a.111etpa11og 1n 1be above re(cr<nccd public .usmnnce prog,ams. Without tllu ,nformatiom. 
ln112S1a1e Telephone Company Inc c:inno1 provide, at 1h1s ume, even a rC:ISQn .. blc cs11ma1c: o{ 1hc 
number of 11.S subscnbcu who, ;ifler bnuory I. 199H. will be rc~1v1ng 1.ifcJ1nc .14d/or unk Up 
...:rv1« lnformauon .u 10 1hc: number of its low-income subscribers qu;ilify1ng for I.J(cline .ind/o:r 
Link Up can be pt1>v1Jed •ftet Jpphc:uions for l.,fclinc and I.ink Up .w!Sl:J.ncc b~ve been 
received by ln1ras1.11c fdcphone Company Inc. 



7. In oa:ord with the SOPUC's Final Ordtr and Dtci.lii!ii: Notiu of £111,y of Dtct.l'lon. lnlr.1.SUIIC 
Telephone Company Inc. will make application forms available to all of ir.s uisiing residential 
customeB. to all new CUSlomcrs whcn they .apply for residential loc:al telephone service. mnd co 
other pe:rsons or entities upon thm 1equC$t. 

B. UfrliJlc 

I. Lifeline strvicc means • rct.>11 local :service offering for which quallfied low-income 
consumers pay reduced charges • 

.2. Lifeline service iodudC$ vo,cc gr2dc access to the public: switched nrrwork. loc::,I usage. dual 
tone mulu-frcquency signaling or ,r.s fuocuon.al equiv1lent. singlc-pany strvice or ir.s functional 
cquiwknt. access 10 e:ncrgen.cy s,,rv,ces, access 10 openitor .scrvu:cs. access to 1n1ercxcbange 
service, •= 10 d.ircctory a.uismnec, ond toll lim1llltion. 

3. 011111ified low-Income subscribers :ire rcqu,red to submit :in application form in order to 
receive Lifeline service. In applying for Uf~linc usiswicc. lhe subscnoc:r must certify under 
penalty of perjury that Ibey :ire cwrently pamcipwng 10 a1 least one of the qualifying public 
usiswicc programs listed in Section A.1. •bo<Vc. In addition. lhc subscriber must avcc to nocify 
lotrulate Telephone Com()3Dy Inc. when t!hcy CCASC panicipating in the qualifying public 
a.uisuoc:c prognm(s). 

~- The total monthly Lifeline credit 11vallablc to qualified c:on.wmers is SS.?S. Intra.state 
T clcpbllnc Company Inc. shall provide the credi1 10 qualified consumers by applying the federal 
baseline support amount of S3.SO 10 waive the consumer's fcdenl End-User Common IJn;e 
chlllgc .ind applying the additional aulhoriz.ed fedenl suppon lltnOUnt of Sl.75 as a credi.t to 1he 
consumer·, inllll$L>te local service r:uc. The federal bASCllne suppon 1moun1 ond additional 
support av.ilable. 101aling S5.2S. shall reduce lntl1LSl4tc Te.lephonc Company Inc. lowesi tariffed 
(or otherwise gcncnlly available) rQidcntial r11te for 1be 5c:1Viccs listed above 1n Sccoon B.J. Per 
the ..u:1.ched SDPUC Final Ordu and Dcdsion: Notice of £,ury of Decision. the SOPUC has 
Juthorizcd in112Suuc rate reductions for d1gible Lclecommun1cailons amcrs making !he 
~dditional fcdcnll support ~moun1 of Sl.75 available. The SDPUC dld DOI cstllblish a state 
Ufelinc progrAm 10 fund any further nte reductions. (Exbibi1 ,\ . Findlnp of Fact VII and VIII: 
and Conclusions of 1...-iw It and Ill). 

5. lntr.LState Tclepbon• Company Inc. wlll 001 dtKOnncct subscribers from thc,r Ufcline service 
for non-payment of toll clurgd unless tbc SDPUC. pursuant to a1 CfR § s:.i..iO.IO>Xl), has 
gnintcd 1he company a waiver from the non-disconnect requirement. 

6. l!xcepc to the extent that lntrumtc Telephone Company Inc. ba,s obtained ~ waiver from the 
SOPUC pursuan1 to .17 CFR § S4.IOl(c), the company shall offer 1oll limi1a11on to .tll quallfyln;g 
low-,ncome consumers when they subscribe 10 L.,(clinc scrv,cc. If 1he subscriber elects 10 rcccJv·e 
1011 llmiuuon. that SCf\•1cc shall become pan of 1ha1 subscriber's Lifeline service. 



7. lnlrasllllc Tclcphon, Company will no1 oollm a ,crv1~ dcposi1 in order 10 in1ua1c Llfclio: 
krvu:c if the qualifying low-income c:ons11me.r 1rolununly elects toll blocking on their 1clcphoac 
line. Howoer. one month's loal service wrges may be required u .an ~cc paymcnL 

C. IUnk Up 

I. Link Upm= 

(• ) ,\ rcducuon an 1he customllly dlargc for commcnc og 1clcc:ooununio11.ions service for 
a s,ngle 1dccommun1araons connccuon ot 3 con$Umcr 's principal pf.ice of rcsideftCC. 
The redue1ions SMII be 50 percent of the cus1om1ry ch:trge or SJ0.00. whichever is less; 
3nd 

Cb) A dt{encd Jdiedule Cor payment of the charges assessed for commen~ng service. for 
which the consumer docs not p;,y tnlctat. The interest Ch.llrgcs t1()( uscued 10 th.e 
consumer sh.lit be for connection charges of up to P..00.00 that Ille dcfcncd to a period 
00110 exceed one ye1r. 

?. O,•rgcs :usc.sscd for commencing scrvtcc include .iny charges th:tt arc =rom:mly asscsJed 
for connee1ing subscribers 10 the network. 1'hesc ch:trgcs do no1 include any permissible kCUnty 
deposit requirements. 

3. The Link Up progmm shall allow a consumer 10 receive the benefit of 1he unit Up program 
for a second or substquent lime only for • prl.nctpal plilCC of residence wilh an address difftrcn1 
from lhe residence address at which the Unit Up assisiancc w.:i.s provided previously. 

lntr:isiato Telephunc Comp;,ny Inc 
31:? .t" Si. Wcs1 
Our l..;lke, South Dokol3 S7226 
Telephone (605) 87-1-2181 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE. OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP 
PROGRAMS 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

AJ its August 18. 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, the Public Ulltities Commission 
(Comm1ss1on) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that it would provide for 
additional federal support in the amount of $1 .75. above the o.ir .. mt S3 SO level. However, 
in order for a state·s Lifeline consumers to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support. 
the state commission must apptove that rieduction in the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Addit.ional federal support may a lso be received 
In an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction. 
up to a maximum of $7.001n federal supporl 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a) A state commission 
must file or require the earner to file information with the administrator of the f:ederal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C F R § 54 401 

By orde< dated August 28, 1997. the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entities to submit wntten comments concerrung how the Comrn1ss1on should implement the 
FCC"s rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs In their wri tten comments. interested 
persons and en1111es commented on the following questions· 

1 Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible for Lrfehne support to receive the additional S 1 75 in federal support? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a state Ltfehne Program to fund further 
reduc11ons Ir the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether the Comm1ss1on should modify the eXJstmg L1fehne or Unk Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission file Of requ,re the earner to Me 1nformat1on with the 
adml!l1strator of the fede<al universal service fund demonstraung that the earner's Lrfeline 
plan meets the cntena set fonh 1n 47 C F.R. § 54 401(d)? 

By order dated October 16. 1997. the Comm1ss1on set public hearings to r't!ce,ve 
public comment on the questions listed above The hearings were held at the following 
limes and places 

RAPID CITY Monday, October 27. 1997. 1 00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior C1t1zens 
Center. 2900 Canyon Lake Onve, Rapid City. SO 



PIERRE 

SIOUX FALLS 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1.30 pm , State Capitol Bu1ld1ng, Room 
41 2, 00 East Cap1lol A venue, Pierre, SO 

W ednesday. Octot>er 29. 1997. 9 00 am . Center for Achve 
Generahons, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

At 11s November 7, 1997. meeting, the Commission ruled as follows On the first 
issue, the Commission authorized intrastate rate reductions to a llow ehg1ble consumers 
to receive the add111onal $1 75 ,n federal support W ith respect lo the second issue, the 
Comm1sst0n deeded lo not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this 
time On the third issue. the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and earners that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3.50 redud1on of local rates to low income c:ustomer.; age 60 and over The Commission 
further ruled that the Soulh Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules In addihon. the 
Commission ordt3red that staff. in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard fonn 
for self-<:ert1ficat1on; that these forms be sent to all Qf \heir customers pnor to Januaty 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new rustomers: and that the carriers make the forms available 
lo any person or entity upon request On the fourth l.ssue, the Commission ruled that the 
earner be required lo file with the FCC lhe information demonstrating that the earner's plan 
meets the apphcable FCC cntena and that tho earner send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Further. that the earners include 1n their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

Based on the wn tten comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
hearings, the Comm1SS1on makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Llfelllle program is re ferred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The o.xrent state Ltnk Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up America program 
Tlhe Comm1ss1on implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its D8Cls1on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued in Doci<et F-3703. to the Matter 
of the tnvest,oaUQQ w:o lmoferoeo1a1,on of a JeteohoQe Ass1s1ance Piao roe SQY!h Dakota 
Customers Exh1brt 1 at page 1 Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. 1.Q at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance Is S7 00, S3 50 of which 1s lederally fundei:1, with the 
remaining S3 50 funded by the local telecommun1ca11ons earner 1.Q at page 3 Although 
V S WEST was originally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund tho program, U S I.VEST 
subsequently gave up that nght 1n Doci<et F -3647-8, lo the Mauer of the Pubhc Uhht,es 
Comm1ss1on 1oves1ioa1100 10!2 1ha Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on Sq;ylh Dakota 
Ut1!U1es Exh1b115 In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of tho household 
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must be 60 tears of age or older and participate 1n either the food stamp or the low-rncome 

energy assistance program. Exhibit 1 at page 2 

111 

The Lrnk Up Amenca program provides assistance in an amount eqval 10 one-hatf 
of Ule qualifying subscriber's telephone servuce connection charges up 10 a maximum of 
$30.00. ~ . at page 3 In order to receivA Lrnk Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-,ncome energy assistance, must not presently have 
local telephone service and must noi have been provided telephone servrce at his or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
mcome tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). lg. The Link Up program is funded entirely out of fed.:<al funds IQ 

IV 

The FCC revi sed the current Lrfehne and Link Up programs in CC Docket No 96-
45, 10 the Matter of federal.State Joint BoanJ on urnvecsal Service, adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beg1Ming January 1. 1998, the FCC found that the federal basehne Lifehne support wrll 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additbnal S 1 75 in federal support 
rf the state comm1ss1on approves a correspomd1ng redudion in intrastate local rates 4 7 
C F R § 54.403(a) AdditJOnal federal Lifehne support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any stete L!fehne support (not to exceed $7 00} is also available ~ 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction in the tetec:ommunicallons camel's &efVlCC connectJon charges equal to one half 
of the came,..s customer connection charge· or S30.00. whichever 1s less 47 C F R § 
54.413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, 1f there· 1s no state Lrtelme or Link Up program, a 
consumer 1s ehg1ble for support if the consumer participates ,n one of the follo-"'1ing 
programs. Medicaid. food stamps, Supptememtal Security Income, federal pubhc housing 
as.sistance: or the Low-Income Home Ene<gy Assistance Program 47 CF R §§ 54 409(b ) 
and 54.415(b). In addition, 1f there ts no state Lifehne or Link Up program. a cus1omer 
must certify undef penalty of pefJUCY thal the custorrier 1s ,ecerving benefits from one ot the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify lhe earner ,r the C1JStomer ceases to par11e1pa re 
1n such program or programs lg 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Commiss,on should approve intrastate rate redud,ons 
to allow consumers el1g1ble for Lifeline support to receive the add1t1ona1 $1 75 1n lederal 
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suppoct. The Comm1SSton finds that it shall authorize ,ntrastate rate reductions ror eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive t e additional $1 .75 in federal support. Thus, the tclal amount of 
federal support Is $5.25 per eligible customer 

VII I 

The second issue is whether the Commission should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund lunher reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it will not sel up a stale Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third i ssue is whether to modify or eliminatu the existing Lifeline program Of 
Link Up program. With respect to the exisllng Lifeline program. the Commlssloo finds that 
it shall efiminate the existing TAP pcogram that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges t.o fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to la.v income 
o.JStomers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Ufel ine 
and link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules.. Sim 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 
1he effect c:A rolkr,yjng the FCC rules and not instituting rurther state funded reductions ls 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to !the 
South Dakota Lifefine and Link Up programs.. In addition, the Commission ordMs that 1lhe 
Commission staff, in consultation with the earners, develop a standard form ror s,elf· 
certification. The carriers shall send these fom,s to each customer prior lo January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request. 

X 

The foooh issue is whether the ConmlMion should file. or 1n the alternative. req1..1ire 
the carrier to file information with the fund administrator. SU 47 C.F .R. § 54.401 (d). The 
Commission finds the carri81'S shall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
the camel's plan meets the apphcable FCC rutes and that the camer send an informational 
copy lo the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include 1n their annual 
re.port to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Lfnk Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1ne Cunm1ssion has JU11sdid ion over this matter pursuant lo SOCL Chapter 4S-31, 
specifically 49-31-1.1, 49-3l -3. 49-31·7. 49--'31-7 1. 49-3 1- t 1, 49.31. 12 1. 49.31.12.2 :and 
12 4, and 47 C F.R §§ 54.400 to 54.417 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54.403{a), the Commission authonzes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
lo allow eligible ronsumers to receive the additional $1 75 In federal support 

Ill 

ifhe Commission declines to instlluto a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reductions at this time. The existing South Dakota lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
Januaiy 1, 1998. n1e Commission staff, in consullation with the carriers, shall develop a 
S18ndard foon f0< self-ceitification. The carriers small send the•,9 forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The earners shall a lso send a form to each of their nem 
customers. Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in thei r annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support_ 

II 1s therefore 

10RDERED, that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reduct.Ions for eligible 
telecommunications companies provid ing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers tc, receive the addi tional S 1. 75 in federal support; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund funht, · reductions at this time; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eliminate the exJstlng TAP 
program; that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link 'Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for seff
oertiflcation. that the carriers shall send these forms to all of thei r Cl.lstomers prior to 
January 1, 1998; that the earners shall also send a form to each of thelf new customers; 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request; and 
it i s 

s 
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FURTHER ORDERED. that the earner shall file with the FCC the lnformatl()(I 
demonstrating that the earner's plan meals the applicable FCC rules and that the earner 
send an informational 'lpy to tho Commission, The carriers shall also include in their 
amuaJ report to the CommtSStOn lhe number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this li'dday of November. 1997 

Tho ..... 19"" ....,, - - -_._ __ !Odly_._,,, ·-~--. .. -...... -lot! • .,, ·--.. .,, .... - -. .. _,, : -;m;;;:;;;;;; 
o... 11/1tj9z 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
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