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IN THE MATTER OF THE 

INVESTIGATION - TH£ 
STATE'S TELECOIHIIJNICATIONS 
INFRASTRUCTIME 

Public Utilities Commission ol the State ol South Dakota 



TC97-120 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION 
REGARDING THE STATE'S 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE 

ORDER OPENING DOCKET 

TCtM20 

The 1997 South Dakota Legisla1ure passed SDCL 49-31~ through 49-31~which 
outline the legislative intent regarding the state's telecommunications infrastructure. 
These statutes are effective July 1, 1997. According to SDCL 49-31~. 'l i~ is the intent 
d the Legi5'ature that South Dakota have a telecommunications infrastructure that meets 
the advanced <X>nVnUnication needs of the state's individual citizens and its communities 
of interest, including our schools, medical facilities, businesses and all levels of 
govenvnent " The sla1utes further desaibe specific network requirements and deployment 
goals. 

On June 24, 1997, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the South Dakota Public 
Utilities Corrmssion (Corrvnission) conside<ed - to open a docket to invntigate the 
current status of South Dakota's te"""""'1Uf'icalions infrastructure and the 
telecommunications companies' plans to c:o.-nply with the statutes. After hearing the 
comments of the South Dakota lndepend.Wll Telephone Coalttion, U S WEST 
Communications, Inc., the Bureau of lnformetion and Telecommunications, and MCI 
Telecommunications Corporation, the Com:nission unanimously voted to open an 
investigative docket. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter pursuant to SDCL 
Chapter 49-31 and the Telecommunications Ar:A of 1996. tt is lherefcre 

ORDERED that a dod<el shall be CJ!)8ll8d to investigate the current stetus ol South 
Dakota's telecommunications infrastrucue and the telecommunications companiH' plan• 
to comply with the stetutes. 

Dated et Pierre. South Dakota, this~ day of July, 1997. 
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tOfflCIAL SfALJ 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 



In TheMllet ot 'The Establlhment ot 5'Mtched Access Ras FOf West River Telecommunications CooperalMt. Hazen. N.D 
(Staff: H&t<C) West Rt.ter Telecommuniclllions Med c:ost st,dy revenue requirements that an included in the Local Exchange 

TC97-11 8 Carrier Aasodation switcMd access rate flling (TC97-081). West River Telecommunications requests that the CommisSIOn 06/30/97 07/18/97 
allow the use ol GVNW's cost study model as opposed to the Commissk>n model 1.>r revenue reqUlfemenl and rate 
devek>oment 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

TC97-119 
U S WEST Communications. Inc. 61.ct tor app,oval by the Commission ~e T:,pe 1 Paging Agreement between Community 

06/30/97 07118197 Pa..:- Comoration and US WEST. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE DOCKET OPENED 
The 1997 SouCh Dakota legilaaeufe passed S0Cl ◄9-31-80 through ◄9-31 -68 which outiine the legislative inlenl regarding the 
llllla's ~• Infrastructure. Theu SWMn a,e effective July 1, 1997. According lo SOCL 49-31-80, ~(i)t is the 
lnl-tnt of Iha~ M SCMh Dakota have a telecommunications Infrastructure thal meets the advanced communication 
nNdl of the t&:llle's lndtiijual cm.... and ib communities of inlerest, including our schools. medical facilities, businesses and 
all I.-tl of gowmmen1.· The SWtutn further describe speciftc network requifements and deploymenl goals On June 2◄ , 
1997. al.II regutlrtysc:hedultd rnNting. lheCornmiMion contideredwhelher to open• docket lo investigate the cunenl status 

Opened 
-•QI of South o.kata's telecornrnuricali f\lraslruc:tlM'e and lhe teleconmunicalins companiH' plans to compty Mth the statutes NA I

After hearing the comments of the South 01kot1 Independent Telephone Coalition, U S WEST Commw1ic,1tions, Inc . the 
07/03197 

Bureau of Information and Telecommunications. and MCI Telecommunications Corporation, the Commission unanimously 
vol.ct lo open an lnvflliu•ffl docket The Commission hn jurisdiction In this matter pursuanl to SOCL Chapter 49-31 and 
the T~ Ad~ 1998. It ii lherefOfe ORDERED that a docket shall be opened to lnvntigale the cunenl status 
of South Dakota's lelecommunicationt intrntJUciure and the telecommunications compan.s· plans to comply with the 
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South Dakota TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol 500 E. Capitol 

,__.., .,.. ........ c----.. ,...ilof .. ,-iodof: 

Piem, SD 57501-5070 06/27 /97 through 07 /03/97 
Phone, (800) 332-1712 
Fu: (605) nl-3109 

W,rou--•~°""ef a ......... _...... ................... .. ,_, ..... AINCI O-.... KGIN .... lm~oftislllint, 

DOCKET TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 
DATE INTERVENTION 

NUH! R FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 
Appkdon by USA Tele Corp. fOf a Cettiflclite of Aulhorlty lo operale a a t.-ommunlcalonl company wilhln the state of 

TCSl7•11tl 
SCMh Dakota. (SWI': T8ITZ) •Appllcanl II a..,._ r...U. which Intends lo offer 1• dir.ct dialing, 100 loll free and tr~ 

06/30/97 07/1Ml7 card (no prepaid caNlng cards) Mf'e'b through the male of tetephone MNica provided by ~ lnlefuchange --- REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE T!:l.ECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 
McCook~ T8'tphone Company pnua!itlo ◄7 U.S.C. 214(e) and ,1 CFR 54.201 hereby seekaGelignaion as an 
eligibte ~mmunk:dons carrierwi!Nn the local exchange a,en that cOflllitute its MfVice arH in South Dakota McCook 

TC97• 117 
Cooperative Tei.phone Company II the faclMlln-baMd IOcal e,cchange earner preuntty pfovidlng local Hchange 06130i97 07118197 
----..... ,-.g """--" South Ookoto: c ...... (523). C-. (247). Sponco, (248) ond 
Wnlred (485). McCook CooperaitM T8'ephonll Company, lo ill~. ii the on,y c.anieft.oday pr~ local exchange 
telecommunk:atlons HMCfl in the above Identified exchanna area. tstalf: HBJCM\-

Kadoka Tei.phone Company pum11nt lo 47 U.S.C. 21,(e) and ◄7 CFR 54.201 het'eby INka dnigmttion nan eligible 
~canief''lllilWl lhe local exchange- lilt~• its uMc:e area in South Dakota. Kadob Telephone 

TC97-121 Compw,y ii the fadllN.bned local exchange carrirtf pfeNntty provktlng k>cal exchange tetecommunicalions servlcn In the 07,03197 07115197 
foflowing exchange: Kadoka (837), Kadoka Teiephone Company, to its knowledge, is Iha onty carrier today prO'tkling local 
e•channe lelecommunlcalions services in the above ldenlffled Hdlanoe areas. tStaH: HB/CHI 

REQUEST FOR WAIVER 

TC97-10SI 
FnTel. Inc. hM lied• ~NI the CommiNion waive ARSO 20:10:24:02(7) and 20:10:2,:02(12) from 1M requirements 
lo, Certilcata of .&.1.1tt11vihr. (Statf: TSIKC) SubdMlion 7 ii the fllinn of a man and subdMlion 12 ii coat survwvt 07,01197 07115197 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 
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