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IN THE WATTER OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF SWITCHED
ACCESS RATES FOR WEST RIVER
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COOPERATIVE

Public Utilities Commission of the State of South Dakota
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cost stady information inchades am all jurisdictions part 36, imtrastete

intrastate part 69 isterLATA and iral ATA. Also caclosed is . .
the derivation of the South Dakota revesue roquircasent snd rates tiat would resals if
West River charged Compasry specific raies s opposed 90 LECA rates. 5

Also eaclosed are an original and four copics of the primtout using the Commission :
SiafT's format sheets A through V with the West River 1996 information. A singlccapy
of the disk with the model is eaclosed. 'n-““ﬁm-‘m

10%. The Commission should be aware that these worisheots Company
eumbers; modifications would be reqaired 1 arrive at South Dakots specific resaits.




Hyuhw-ymeuu'mﬁﬁh'UWsﬁw'IMih
LECA pool, please call me at (719) 594-5831.

Sincerely,

Jarid b ClkL
David D. Clark

Eacl.

cc: B. Basfield, West River

B. Krause, West River
R Handenshot, GVNW
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(7924452
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a2 90

3

1291082

315,384 883

821

5351008

$2217.024

$15.691 842

523511114

€8 TOTAL NET INVESTMENT
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3 CENTRAL OFFICE EGH
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TCc 97118

RECEIVED
JUL 07 w97

ngﬂl&Axom Eﬁf

500 East Capitol Avemue
Piare, South Dekota 57501-5070

model .
approved in Docket TCS3-090 by the Commission’s My 13, 1993
mﬂhhl%ﬂ“hhtﬂhﬁ. Coatmesd
raquested for this 1996 cost study informatioa updese.

l,-hn-ygn‘-mﬁﬁmph_mdn-mﬂm”l.

Sincerely,
Lo B. COL
David D. Clark

oc: B. Barfield, West River
B Krauwe, West River

G WOC/MAN AQEREENT <
2270 Ls Mossans Wey (B0918) P.O. Box 29969 (50936) Colamdo Jprings, CO (719) 5M4-5800 PR (719) 999008




b b Dikos | TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

State Capitol 500 E. Capitol Thooe e e service Mlings that the Commission has received for the period of:

Pierre, SDIE373015070 06/27/97 through 07/03/97

Phone: (800) 332-1782 H you need a complete copy of a fiing faxed, overnight expressed, or malled 1o vou: niease conts- * Jelaine Kolbo within five days of this filing.
Fax: (605) 773-3809

TITLE/STAFF/ISYNOPSIS

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY

Application by USA Tele Corp. for a Certificate of Authority to operate as a telecommunications company within the state of
TCo7-116 South Dakota. (Staff. TS/TZ) "Applicant is a switchless reseller which intends to offer 1+ direct dialing, 800 toll free and travel 06/30/97

card (no prepaid calling cards) service through the resale of telephone services provided by facilitics-based interexchange
carriers.”

DATE INTERVENTION
FILED DEADLINE

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS

McCook Cooperative Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hombymksdmmhonum

eligible telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas that constitute its service area in South Dakota. McCook
Cooperative Telephone Company is the facililes-based local exchange carrier presently providing local exchange 0711897
telecommunications services in the following exchanges in South Dakota: Canova (523), Center (247), Spencer (246) and
Winfred (485). McCook Cooperative Telephone Company, to its knowledge, is the only carrier today providing local exchange
telecommunications services in the above identified exchange area. (Staff: HB/CH)

Kadoka Telephone Company pursulnl o 47 USC 214(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible

unications carrier local exchange areas that consttute its service area in South Dakota. Kadoka Telephone
TC97-121 | Company s the facilies-based |m:al exchange carrier presently providing local exchange telecommunications services in the 071897
following exchange: Kadoka (837). Kadoka Telephone Company, to its knowledge, is the only carrier today providing local
exchange telecommunications services in the above identified exchange areas. (Staff. HB/CH)

REQUEST FOR WAIVER

TC97-117

FirsTel, Inc. has filed a request that the Commission waive ARSD 20 10:24:02(7) and 20:10:24:02(12) from the roqulumonls I 070197 , 071897
for Certificate of Authority. (Staff: TS/KC) Subdivision 7 is the of a map and subdivision 12 is cost suj s

TC87-109

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS

PAGE 1 OF 2




\SSWEST

REC, EIvep
I
July 8, 1997 f}cr)u“" i 1597

o WiTigs - OTA Pusy
Mr. William Bullard, Jr. COmmys Sl Ic
Executive Director N
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota
500 East Capitol
Pierre, South Dakota 57501

Dear Mr. Bullard:

Please find enclosed for filing an original and ten copies of a Petition for Leave to
Intervene in the following switched access rate docket:

TC97-118  West River Cooperative, Hazen, North Dakota

Please date stamp the extra copy enclosed and return in the enclosed self addressed
stamped envelope. Thank you for your cooperation.

Y

William P. Heaston




RECF]V}:D

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 3
95

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA un

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT )
OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FOR ) Docket No. TC97-118
WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE, HAZEN, )
NORTH DAKOTA )

PETITION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE

Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, US WEST Communications,
Inc. (“USWC") petitions to intervene in this docket This petition is based on the following
consideration

' USWC believes that it is in its best interest to intervene in this case so as to be able

itched access rates.

to formally express its relating to
2 USWC is the largest purchaser of switched access from local exchange carriers.
Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1, U S WEST believes its intervention should be granted because of
the pecuniary interests involved
Accordingly, USWC respectfully requests that this petition be granted
DATED this _tﬂy of July, 1997.
Respectfully submitted,

U S WEST Cot nications, Inc

illiam P. Heaston
1801 California Street, Suite 5100
Denver, Colorado 80202
Telephone: (303) 672-2810
Facsimile: (303) 295-7049




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on this 9#' day of July, 1997, an original and ten (10)
copies of the foregoing PETITION FOR LEAVE TO INTERVENE of U S WEST

Communications, Inc. was sent United States First Class Mail, postage prepaid, to the following

Mr. William Bullard, Jr

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

and a true and correct copy was deposited into the United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed
to the following.

Mr. David D. Clark

GVNW Inc./Management

2270 La Montana Way

P.O. Box 25969

Colorado Springs, CO 80936

Mr. Robert Barfield

West River Telecommunications Cooperative
P.O. Box 467

Hazen, North Dakota 58545-0467

U S WEST Communications, Inc

e




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER GRANTING
OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FOR WEST )  PETITION TO INTERVENE;
RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) ORDER ASSESSING FILING
COOPERATIVE ) FEE

) TC97-118

On June 30, 1997, West River Telecommunications Cooperative (West River) filed for
approval by the Public Utilities C (C its 1996 i Access Cost
Study. This was p to the Local Carrier A iation for use in their
intrastate access rate filing. West River also the C ission waive the that
it use the Commission’s cost study model and instead allow the use of GVNW's cost study model.

On July 3, 1997, the C i i notice of the filing and the
intervention deadline of July 18, 1997, to interested mdmduals and entities. On July 11, 1997, the
Commission received a Petition for Leave to Intervene from U S WEST Communications, Inc. (U S
WEST). U S WEST stated that it is the largest purchaser of switched access from local exchange
cariers and it believes that intervention should be granted due to the pecuniary interests involved.

SDCL 49-31-12.6 authorizes the Commission to require a deposit of up to one hundred
thousand dollars ($100,000) in the South Dakota Public Utilities C ission's (SDPUC)
assessment fee fund to defray C. incident to i U\dr\umuponmstypt
of filing.

On July 29, 1997, nmw meeting, the C iSSi { this matter.
The Commission has js over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1, 49-1A-9, 49-31-12.6,
49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, 20:10:01:15.05, 20:10:27:07 and 20:10:27:14.

The Commission found that U S WEST's Petition to Intervene was timely filed and
demonstrates good cause to grant intervention. The Commission further finds that pursuant to
SDCL 49-31-12.6, West River shall be assessed $1,000 initially, subject to additional amounts as
requested by the Executive Director up to the statutory limit. It is therefore

ORDERED that U S WEST's Petition to Intervene is granted; and it is further

ORDERED that West River deposit an initial assessment of $1,000 in m. SDPUC ugulllory
fee fund and shall deposit any additi amounts as by the Director.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 4/ d day of August, 1997.

CERTIFICATE OF SERWVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hersby certifies that this
ocument has been served today upon all partes
of record in this docket, as ksted on the docket
Service kst, by facsimie or by first class mad, in
properly addressed envelopes, with

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER GRANTING WAIVER
OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FOR WEST )
RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
COOPERATIVE )

)

OF COMMISSION'S COST
STUDY MODEL

TC97-118

On June 30, 1997 Wes| Rlvar Telewmmumulmn: Cooperative (Wul River) filed for

ion) its 1996 Access Cost

wu, to me Local cumr: iation for use in their

River the C i ive the that

it use the Commission's cost study model and instead allow the use of GVNW: cost study model.

On July 3, 1997, the C: i i notice of the filing and the
intervention deadline of July 18, 1997, to interested individuals and entities. On July 11, 1997, the
Commission received a Petition for Leave to Intervene from U S WEST Communications, Inc. (US
WEST). On July 29, 1997, at its regularly meeting, the Ct ission granted U S WEST's
Petition to Intervene and assessed West River a $1,000 filing fee. On August 18, 1997, at its
regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission considered West River's request to waive the
requirement that West River use the Commission's cost study model and instead allow the use of
GVNW's cost study mode!

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1, 49-1A-9, 49-
31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, 20:10:01:15.05, 20:10:27:07 and
20:10:27:14.

The C i finds that iate to waive the i that West River use the
Commission's cost study mod-lmdlllow the use of GVNW's cost study model. It is therefore

ORDERED that use of the Commission's cost study model is hereby waived and instead
West River shall be allowed to use GVNW's cost study model

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this_5/44-_day of September, 1997

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby Certifies that the
of record i thes dociet. a8 keted on the docket
sarvice kst. by facesmde or Dy first class mad, in
properly sddressed enveiopes, wah charges.
al "I"d( 2L Lo‘lé’
By__AL 7 4
Rl 7/3/27 PAM NELSON, Commjssioner
W S Flon e F g Kot
PPN WAL LASKA SCHOENFELDER, Commfssioner




November 11, 1997

Mr. William Bullard, Jr

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
500 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Re:  Docket Nos.: TC97-059, TC97-060, TC97-061, TC97-063,
TC97-064, TC97-065,

Dear Mr. Bullard

U S WEST Communications, Inc. hereby files an original and nine (9) copi®s of its Notice
of Withdrawal of Intervention in each of the above dockets.

Please date stamp the additional copy enclosed and return in the self-addressed stamped
envelope enclosed. Thank you for your cooperation

Yours truly,

Wl ram /%fm

William P. Heaston




RECEIVED

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION NOV 12 1997
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC

UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT

OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FOR DOCKET NO. TC97-11%
WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE, HAZEN,

NORTH DAKOTA

U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST"), through the undersigned counsel,
submits notice of its withdrawal of intervention in this docket. U S WEST is withdrawing its

intervention after a satisfactory review of the Access jons Study filed by West

River Cooperative, North Dakota with the Commission in this docket

DATED mi;\“_ day of November, 1997

Respectfully submitted,
us T cations, Inc

By:
William P. Heaston
1801 California Street, Suite 5100
Denver, Colorado 80202
Telephone: (303) 672-2810
Facsimile: (303) 295-7049




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on this ! day of November, 1997. an original and ten
(10) copies of the foregoing NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL OF INTERVENTION BY
U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. was sent United States First Class Mail, postage
prepaid, to the following

Mr. William Bullard, Jr

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State of South Dakota

500 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501

and a true and correct copy was deposited into the United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed
to the following

Mr. David D. Clark

GVNW Inc /Management
2270 La Montana Way

P. O. Box 259069

Colorado Springs, CO 80936

Mr. Robert Barfield

West River Telecommunications Cooperative
P. O. Box 467

Hazen, North Dakota 58545-467

U S WEST Communications, Inc

=7 Lok




7C97-/18

RECEIVED
NOY 14 W87

November 11, 1997

Harlan Best

Deputy Director

State Capitol

3500 East Capitol Avesme

Fiemre, South Dakots 57501-5070

RE: West River Telecommunications Cooperstive Intrastate Switchod Accees Rates
Dear Harlan:

On Behalf of West River Telecommumications Cooperative, enclosod is an originel med
four copies of the Company’s 1996 cost study 83 revised per Staff dirgction. The .

LECA rases.

Also enclosed are an original and four copics of the printost using the Commivsion
Staff"s format shieets A through V with the West River 1996 isformation. A single copy
of the disk with the model is eaclosed. These sheets refiect the stipulsted rate of roters of -
10%. The Commission should be sware that these worksheets reflect ¢ofal Company
mumbers; modifications would be required to arrive at South Dakiots specific results. -

GYNW INC/MARAGERMENT
€O (719) 5545800 FAX: (719) 9990968




If you have any questions concerning this filing or West River’s participation in the
LECA pool, please call me at (719) 594-5831.

Sincerely,

Das p.COL
Devid D. Clak

ol
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER GRANTING
OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FOR WEST WITHDRAWAL OF

)
RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) INTERVENTION
COOPERATIVE ) TC97-118

On June 30, 1997, West River Tt ions Cooperative (West River) filed
for approval by the Public Utilities Commission (C ion) its 1996 Ir Switched
Access Cost Study.

On July 3, 1997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and
the intervention deadline of July 18, 1997, to interested individuals and entities. On July
11, 1997, the Commission received a Petition for Leave to Intervene from U S WEST
Communications, Inc. (U S WEST). U S WEST was granted intervention by order dated
August 4, 1997 On November 12, 1997, the Ci i 1 ived a Notice of W
of Intervention by U S WEST.

On November 18, 1997, at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission
considered U S WEST's Notice of Withdrawal of Intervention. The Commission has
jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1, 49-31-18, 49-31-19, and ARSD
20:10:01:02.04, 20:10:01:15.02, and 20:10:01:15.05.

The Commission found that U S WEST's Notice of Withdrawal of Intervention
should be granted. It is therefore

ORDERED that U S WEST's Notice of Withdrawal of intervention is granted.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this [At day of December, 1997.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

iy
B g s

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
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RECEIVED

DEC 15 1997

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES COMMISSION

Decamber 10, 1997

!hl-lu

Deputy Disector

South Dakota Public Utilitics Commission
State Capitol

500 East Capitol Avesue

Picrre, South Dakota 57501-5070

RE: West River Telscommusications Cooporative Intr:state Switched Accsss Rases

You also
M“_’n‘ﬂ--wll. 1997 et I-Mﬂ
your beacfit. If you rdditional

1 you have anry questions < plenge call me at (719) 994-3831.
Simcercly,

Bad 4. €2

David D. Clark

Eacl.

ec: B. Krause, West River

‘GYNW INC/MANAGEMENT
2470 L4 Montane Way (90218) PO. Box 29969 (30936) Colomdo Springs, CO (719) 9945800 &/ "1 9990568




Dave Clark
GVNW

Re:  West River Off Book Deferred Taxes

When the 1994 Interstate Cost Study was prepared, it was recognized that there were
some timing differences that appeared on schedule M-1 of the tax return. Since West
River did not have any deferred taxes on the bocks, the cost study was prepared using the
flow through treatment of these differences so thiit the cost study treatment and the book
treatment would be consistent.

When NECA reviewed the study they noted the tax adjustment items and decided to doa
more thorough investigation of the issue. In their review they discovered that a portion of

tmmmmwmmu:m«mmm Smlmq
differences related to i
mldemthNECAdmﬂndeprmdi&thmmwaeM
o!fboekfotmnmdymdmmhuwrpm ‘The aggregate book depreciation

ded the tax d i resulted in an inverse balance.
&meulmmﬁywmmmmmmdmm
depreciation consequently the balance in the account has been reversing as would be

AKIOWAGVNWDAVIDLIWRTAX1.DOC
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MEMORANDUM TO COMMISSIONERS BURG, NELSON AND SCHOENFELDER
FROM: Harlan Best, Bob Knadle and Tammi Stangohr

RE: West River Telecommunications Cooperative, Hazen, ND
Switched Access Revenue Requirement, TC97-118

DATE: December 16, 1997

West River Telecommunications Cooperative, Hazen, North Dakota (West River - Hazen) filed
an Intrastate Switched Access Cost Study pursuant to the administrative rules on June 30, 1997,
based on the twelve months ended December 31, 1996. West River - Hazen requested
Commission approval to use the cost study program of their consultant, GVNW. The cost study
submitted by West River - Hazen developed a revenue requirement for the South Dakota portion
of West River -Hazen's operations of $139,432. an increase from a revenue requirement of
$112,998 based on the twelve months ended December 31, 1995. West River - Hazen's South
Dakota minutes of use decreased from 1,311,220 to 1,035,583. West River - Hazen is a member
of the Local Exchange Carrier Association (LECA). As a member of LECA, West River -
Hazen's revenue requirement and minutes of use 2re part of the total revenue i and
total minutes of use used in the determination of the Carrier Common Line, Local Switching, and
Common Transport rate elements for LECA. West River - Hazen provides local telephone
service to the McLaughlin exchange in South Dakota

On July 3, 1997, the Commi ! ical itted notice of the filing and the
intervention deadline of July 18, 1997, to interested individuals and entities. On July 11, 1997,
the Commission received a Petition to Intervene from U S WEST Communications (USWC).
Intervention was granted to USWC on August 4, 1997. USWC withdrew its intervention on
November 12, 1997. The Commission granted West River - Hazen's request to use GVNW's cost
study on September 3, 1997

On August 4, 1997, the Commission ordered West River - Hazen to deposit an initial assessment
of §1 OOOtheSDPUCreguluoryfeeﬁmdandlodepommynddnmnlmmsumqwedby
the Executive Director. (Sue Cichos should be d with any
assessments.)

On September 30, 1997, the above staff members conducted an on-site inv - sgation of West
River - Hazen in Hazen, N D. Smﬂ'rtvmedmdﬂorrapoﬂsfor l995|nd 1996, board of
director minutes for 1996 and 1997, supp for d by West
aner ann to be included in the cost smdy. long term debt, the 1996 general ledg:r the

hodology used for all coslsbelweenwwkxv« Hazen and the other
subsidiaries of West River Tely iation rates, minutes of use,
traffic factor support, and additional data was supphed by West River - Hazen and GVNW (the
cost conmlunu for Wm River - Hazen). David Clark, of GVNW, certified "that the data has
been and d and is lete, accurate, and consistent with the rules of the South
Dakota Public Utilities Commission.”




Staff has reviewed West River - Hazen's cost study filing and all of the data responses submitted
on behalf of West River - Hazen and ds that the ing adj be made to the
cost study filed by West River - Hazen
1. The South Dakota minutes of use be increased by 1,557 to 1,037,250 to agree with the
Interexchange Access Billing System
2. That West River - Hazen make adjustments to remove nonregulated subsidiaries from
the cost study.
3. That West River - Hazen remove State Income Taxes from the calculation of a South
Dakota Revenue requirement

The effect of the above recommendations lowers the revenue requirement for West River - Hazen
from $139,492 to $136,093 and increases the minutes of use to 1,037,140. West River - Hazen
has agreed to these adjustments to the initial switched access cost study and submitted a revised
cost study on December 15, 1997. Staff would recommend approval of the revised cost study
that was submitted on December 15, 1997

Respectively submitted:  Harlan Best Bob Knadle Tammi Stangohr
C ol ddj };;C]LM«(»(\ Almnw alr%}\v

cc Bonnie Krause, Financial Manager, West River - Hazen
David Clark, GVNW




Decemmber 16, 1997
Flarian Best RECEIVED

Deputy Director
South Dekota Public Utilities Commission DEC 52 a7

Stase Capitol SOUTH DAKOT,
500 Esst Capitol Aveme UTILITIES Comprssmess
Picrre, South Dekota 57501-5070 S

RE: West River scath S Switchad Acosss Rases

Dear Herlen:

wwﬂﬂamththumuﬂy“—‘hgﬂ_g
-hdthmhcm'lm—l ;

1 you have any questh ing this S ﬁ-d-nmﬂ)mml.

Sincerly,
Lot I Clk
Devid D. Clark

Eacl.

GVNW IC/MANAGEMENT
2770 La Mot Wiy (R091E) P.O. Box 25569 (80936) Colordo Springs, 0O (719) 5945800 PAX: (719) 9990968




LOCAL EXCHANGE CARRIER ASSOCIATION

COST STUDY CERTIFICATION FORM

1 am David D. Clark. 1 hereby certify that 1 have overall responsibility of all data in the
attached 1996 Cost Study data submission on behalf of West River Telecommunications
and that 1 am authorized to execute this certificati Based on ion known to me
or provided to me by emp ponsible for the preparati of the data in this

submission, 1 hereby certify that the data have been examined and reviewed and are

complete, accurate, and consistent with the rules of the South Dakota Public Utilities

Commission

Date December 16, 1927

Centifying Sigr Jard b Clad

Name David D. Clark

Title Sr. Consultant with GVNW Inc./Management

Pursuant to South Dakota Public Utilities Commission Rules, Exchange Carriers are
required to certify Cost Study Data submitted to LECA.
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SOUTH DAXOTA COMMON LINE ELEMENTS (1996)

‘COMMON LINE REVENUE REQUIREMENT s

SOUTH DAKOTA TRAFFIC SENSITIVE ELEMENTS (1996)




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTABLISHMENT ) ORDER APPROVING
OF SWITCHED ACCESS RATES FORWEST ) REVENUE REQUIREMENT
RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS )
)

COOPERATIVE TC97-118

On June 30, 1997, West River T ications Cooperative (West River) filed
for approval by the Public Utilities Commission (C ion) its 1996 Switched
Access Cost Study. On November 14, 1997, and December 15, 1997, West River filed
revised Cost Studies.

On July 3, 1997, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing and
the intervention deadline of July 18, 1997, to interested individuals and entities. On July
11, 1997, the Commission received a Petition for Leave to Intervene from U S WEST
Communications, Inc. (U S WEST). The Commission granted U S WEST's Petition to
Intervene. The Commission also voted tc aszess a $1,000 filing fee. West River filed for
and received Commission approval to use its own cost study program. On November 18,
1997, the Commission granted U S WEST's mution for withdrawal from this docket. The
Commission considered this matter at its Janvary 8, 1998, mootmg Commission Staff
recommended approval of the revised ravenue requi d on Dy 15,
1997, allocated to South Dakota.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1, 49-
1A-9, 49-31-124, 49-31-12.6, 49-31-18, 49-31-19 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02,
201001 1505 20:10:27:07 and 20:10:27:08. Upon review of West River's filings, the

found that the revised revanue requirement of December 15, 1997, was fair
and reasonable and should be ap| As the Ci ission's final ision in this
matter, it is therefore

ORDERED that West River's revenue requi is hereby app as revised
on December 15, 1997 and shall be incorporated in the Local Exchnnoo Carriers
Ass V's 1 of access rates. (See TC97-0¢ * )

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _.2/ oL, day of January, “v98.

BY ORDER OF THE COOMMISSION:

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
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