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DOCKET 
TITLEJSTAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NlmlBER FlLED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97,076 Ai,pkebon by Journey T elei:om lnternotJonol. In, lor a Cortbte 01 Authority lo operole n o 1elecommu/\Qb0ns =pany 06/IJ/97 07/07197 
within the suue of Soulh Oa.kota (Stai! TCfTZ) 

Apjll,cabOn by Calls lor LltSS, loc dlbla CIL for a Certble of Authonty lo operate as a telecommumc11oons company wrttun 

TC97--091 
the ,1ate ol Sou1h Oakol.l. (Staff· TSfTZ) ,Applic;iint seeks aulhor,ly 10 onginatt and 1e11ninate intrastale, intrelATA end 06/17197 07/07197 
,n1orlA TA cells ot business alld residonllal customers lo ope101~ as u Travel and Oebrt (Prepaid Calll,g) Card reHDer ano 
lo prowte COCOT /COPT service • 

AppilcallOII by CfY51l!I Communu:atiOns. Inc to r a Cer11t1ca1e or AulJIOnty to operate as a 1.etocommulliC:1bOns company ~itrnn 

TC97,10J 
lhe state ot Soulll Dakota (Stall TSfTZ) Appliconl seeks outhor,ty to provide local tetecommunlr:a1ioos HMCO$ and 

06/19197 07/07/97 
lnte<eld!ango telowmm:Jnk:al>Dns seMCes Tl111 Applicllnt w\11 not otter any local telocommunk:atlo11s seMCes Within a Ru111I 
Tuleohone Comonnv sorw:e area w,tnout seek""' seruirato Comrrusslon autnotttv 

Apc,jlcallon by 01Jf11elco, In. tor a Ce1116c:ato of AulllOtty IO operalo DS a t&lecornmu=t1ons company W\1h,o lhe Slali• of South 
Oakota (StaM TSfTZ) Apphcant ·intends 10 subsc;nbe to and resell all forms ot inte1,e11,!lange and ontm•uchange 

TC97, 104 tuleconvnunocations - In !ho Slate DI South Oaliola, onctudr1g local di:11 tone serv,ces, MesSllge Telephone Service, Wide 06/19197 07/07197 
AJea Telephone Ser,,ce, WATS..lo!ce seMCes foreign er chango seNioe, pl'Mlte lines, tie hnes. access seMCe, cellular seMCe, 
local swrtehod serw:e and othor 1et'ices and facdllles of communlcalions common carriers and otlle enlllleS • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lntrasmte Te_tept,one Company Inc pur5Uant to 47 U S.C 21 4(e) alld 47 CFR !,4 201 hereby 50oks dosignutJon .u. an ehglble 
tetecommunlcallOns came, "'thin tile loca'I e,c:hango areas that co11s11tute It$ service area 111 South Dakota 1n1111sta1e 

TC97,-077 
Telephone Companf rs the 1ae11,ue.-basod IOGal ea,hange earner presently prO\'ld,ng local er change 1Plt1communk:atlon, 
SOMCOS In t!\o k>11c7MnO ~•Changes., Soutn D<likola Bradley (784), C.Sllowood (793) . Clark (532), Floh,flCI! (758) Hay!! (783), 00/13197 07/07197 
Lake Norden (785), Waubay (947) WobSter (345), Willow Lake (625) enc! Bryant (628) lnt,a$lllle Teloph(>ne Company, to 
rts kn~e ,s lho only canior todny pr~mo local erchango 101ecommun,cat1ons urv,ces rn lho abOvo iclenbfiud exchange 
areas CStnM HBMCI 
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lnlerr.taie ToleCOmmun,co,ons Cooperal!Ve, Inc pUrsuant to , 1 USC 21' (•) and , 7 CFR s, 201 he1ot,y seeki. des,gn111>0n 
as en ellg1ble telecommun,cetJons came, Wtl/WI Ille local o•~ongc 1rea1 that cons111u1e dJ HI\IICI! ur•a in SoUl/1 03~01,, 
ln~te TelecommunicaDons Coope1a11ve cs me taolltles based tocal e, cnange ca1ne1 p,n4!nffy p,ovong local ••cn~nv~ 

TC97-0 78 telocommunicabons seiw:es III Ille follow,ng u cnnnges '" South Oa~ota Goodw,n (795) Clea, lnke (87' 1 Ga,y 12721 06 13197 07/07197 Eslolllne (873), Branot (876) As1011a (832) To,1on10 (794) W est Hendlie.s (' 791 Elkton (5'2) Wlvto (&29) e,oolungs Rurnl 
(693). Sona, (82&) Nunda!RuUand (586) Wentw011h (' 83) and Cnnte1 (' 89) Interstate Telecommunoc<1110ns Coope,a:,,,e 
10 its kllowfedge, IS llte only ca1ne1 today p,01/ld.ng local e1cttange 1e1ecommu111C<1t10ns seiw:es ,n Ille aoovo td~nbf•ed 
uc"8nne a1oas 1Stl'lff HBIKCI 

WMl R,,e, Coop.nm Tetep110, 1, Companypum1an110 '7 USC 21'(e) ~nd , 1 CFR 5' 201 11e,cbyr.ee' ·s Oc?Jnilbon as 
an 4!1g,ble lelecommumcltions ca11,e1 Wllllln tne local e• cnange a1eas that coMtatule its serwc a,ea ,n So,utn om, ota V, ·'1 

TC97.080 
RNet T e!<!pi,ono s cne f~b.'lsed local erchango ca rne, p, esenlly p,o'ttding IOClll e, chango 1el&eommunoc11uo11s HMCes 06 16 '97 010·111 
in 1ll4t ~ oithanges a.son 12'-'I Bultato (375) CIWll>Crook (~7971 ana (' 06·9721 ,.,.IKJOW (788) ana Sorum ,fl66) 
WCSI Rt'1!1 Tetophone ID cs~ ,s cne on.ly came, todav p,Ovtd,ng loc:• 1 e, cnange telecommun,cat>ons stMC<tS '"till! 
above lde!lblu!d e,chanoe &reas (Stall HPll<C l 

Stalew T~:ions lnC pyrsuant to , 7 USC 21 , (e) and , 7 CFR s, 201 nereg,yHelo.s de1<11nall0ft a. an ellg.Dlt 
telecommumaliOns c11ner Wllllon the local e.cn~ngo areas that conmute ns ser,,ce 11ee in Soutn 01kot11 St•lellne,.. ,ho 

TC97-081 fac,lmu-basod local eichange earner p,ese-nUy ptO"ttd,ng local e, cnange 1e1"°mmon1e1aons HMC"1 111 the lollow,ng 06 16 9• 0710797 
e~ Newel (' 56) N151and (257) ano Lt!mmOn \605-37' 1 and (701-376) Sta•• ',no to tli '1>owledil• • Iha ont; earner 
todav Df0"ttd1tv1 1oaa1 ttr cnatv1e 1etecommunoc11bons seMCH ,n tne above tdenbfied e, cnanne oreas ISt11N HB KCI 

Accent Communocalions Inc purauant to '7 USC 21'(el and , 1 CFR 5' 201 ne,eby w, .. , d~n~"°" ai •" •''II '-'I' 
1el11comrnunocaDOns c.i111er wtlWI Ille ioc.t n cttange areas tha1 conslitute tts seMCe arva ..ccent I\ tn.. tat ilrl.~ ba)e<l 

TC97.083 e•cllang, c arr10r pruently p,OWJ,ng local erchange tet, commun,caliOns seMCes III tno tollownQ e, nang•s 8011101 1, 92) 06 1''9" 01.07'9, 
Oolan<J (635) Freoe11c~ (3~~1 Hwcta (99') Nollh Hecla (701 -992) and l,lellone (887) Accent 10 u knowledge • Ille only 
c:a,ne, IOd:w local e, channe telocommunicaliOns r.eMCH rn the above tdent~ e•cn.nqe areas 1S1.n H8'CHJ 

Jamos vaney Cooper awe Telol)llono Company pursuant 10 '7 USC 21, (e) Incl , 1 CFR S• 201 her~by Heu cles,g11Bllon 
as 1 · elogtt>le 1elecommun,ca11ans c11rrie1 Within tne local • • change areas that coru.lJ!Ulc a ut~e a,ea rn Soutn OJ'• 01" 
Jame• Velley Coopero1r,e Telepnone Com.pany IS Ille laal<t.es,t..11ed <'•Charv,i~ ca11><e1 pr~~i,lly p,owl,ng loc.tl e ,changt' 

TC97 OBA lftlt!QOITIITtunoc:a!X>nS ser-..ces rn 1ne tollowrng t11r:hangos III Soutn Oal.ola Andover (298) Claremonl (29'1 Columcoa (311&) 06 1 ~1i7 0707.'97 
Conoe (3a2) Ferney (395) Groton (397) HoogNon (885) and Turton (997) J•mos Valley Coope,rauve T<tlephoni, Como•ni 
to rts i.-1eogo ~ tne only uri.,r today p,O\lld,ng IOc• I 01change le!ec:ommun,u• uns s.rv.cn tn Ille dbo •I' '°""~' e<l 
o,ct,alVle arus tSmn Hll..CHl 

Hearuana Commun,cnons Inc pursuant 10 '7 USC 21 ' (• ) and '7 CFR s, 201 hereby ,...;,4 c1e..gnatJon ,u ~n e!,g·Dlf' 
101ecommunocaoons carnet .,,uw, tne IOCill u changt areas lllat c~111, o Mtmce are. ,n Soutn 01•ota Heart.~no 

r :97 oas Comrnuncauons a u,e l~sed local o,ma,,ge came, p,esenUy PIOl'l<M<J IOCill e, change telecommuNC.lliOns seMCes 06 17'97 07':)7197 
1n tne loHOWfng eichanges rn South Dakota Pl.atteiGl!ddes (3371 Hu~nd Communoc,;IIOn• to¢$ knowledge "Ille ant, 
ca- fad"v rvov,doNJ ,.,...,, e><ha""~ ,~1...,ommunocalloM UMCM"' lltf' above tdentif.f'<I e , cha""e ar..a, (Stan HB 'Cl-!) 
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'"111.Y,. To,op,one Comc,,llny, Inc PVl5uan1 to 4 7 USC. 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby s.eeks c1as,gn1tion as an el,glble 
~ - IMliwl Ole local eldl.ltlge meas !hat~ ts 5'!Mee area in South Oakotll Mictstato Telephone 

TCS7.()a6 
~ a 111e t.lOtk b:Md local ••wno• carrier pcesen!ly PIOYidirlO loeal &h11noa 111eeommun4allions sorvien 111 tilt 
~ ew,3r9«1c, Soulh O.~ Acadom',I' (726).0elrnont (779) Ft Thompsoo !2' 5J, Gann vanev (293), Klmball (7715) , 06/17197 07/07197 
.....,Holta,,o (243) Pu,._ (894). Sllcilney(732) and While Lake (249) Mrdsuuo Telephone Company to IIS knowledge 
• N onlyc:amt!f iooayp,~ 10eal u e1111noe t•lecomrnunlcations sel\'lc6 ,n the above iden~fied e,~11anoc areas (SIJIH 
HSICHl 

~ iloe TelKom Coopemwe pursuant IO 47 U S.C 214(&) Dlld 47 CFR 54 201 hereby secoks des,gna!IOn u an ~lig.ble 
IIMieal1o1.unc:a11ous CIUTtllf WCW1 tM loeal e.ac:IMlnoe areas tnat ~I\Slllute l!S u rw:e area Battle Teltllom Coo~rative ,s lhe 

"fCV'-4)37 tac:,,,.~es-D&Sed local u d'lanoa earner presenlly p,CMdonQ local e1c11ange tel-mmurwau,ons servicts In the loll<JWIRO 06/1~97 Oil07/91 
~ Babe (529) and Cfoob (543) Batlle Te!Kom Cooperaliv9, to Ila knowledge. a the only earner today prowling 
local e.rchanoe te!ecomm\lnocallOns seMc:es in Ille abOYe ldenlllied er c:hanoe areas (Stall IHBl!(C) 

East Plains Tett!COITI Inc. pursuant to '7 U S.C 21 4(a) and , 7 CFR 54 201 hereby seeka de,s,gnallOn as an ehp,l)le 
lelKCtnmunrca!lOl>S ca.m.r 1M!IWI Iha local exchange areu that conslllute 115 seMCe area East Pia-Telecom. Inc: ,s Ille 

1'0'"--Q!!, taa. t>es-bued local e:,ctiange earner piHeonlly po-owl,og local uchango telecommunlc:allOns HMC•ts in tne tallowing 06,17197 07IOM7 
~ Alces:ef (9:)'J, Hud5on (9154), and Ell$! Hlmon (712-982) EHi Plains Telecom I/le 10115 knowledge & the only 
c:am.r IOdav o,<Mdona local e~nanoe telecommun.cat>ons S41Mefl in u,e abov11 odennfied 1m:h1not! areas (Staff HBl!(C) 

'l ln~em Talec,hone Company pur5u1nt IO • 71 USC 214(e) eod 47 CFR 5• 201 he1eby MM1ks des,gna!IOn as en eligible 
'lelk:onvn\lnca'°'1s ~ ""1lw> IIWt local odlange areas 111111 c:onslllUle n se,w:e area ,n SoU1h Oaltota Western Telephone 

TC97-4:i 111 air~ IQQI 11G11ange Glllrter prncnlly pr<Mdlng IOQI exchange 1et~mmunlco1K>ns 541Ml<n in the fOIIOWl!lO 06r17197 07,07/97 
~ C(esbenf (324), Fa.ullaon (598) and Ooenl {3!1"2) Weste1n Telephone, tons knowledge, IS the only canter !Oday 

- lout uchanae teJecommunicaliOIIS seMCH in tne above idenblied t :rehanoe a,eas (Staff H8/KC) 

Slod<holm-Stranaourg Telephone Company p,u111Uant to • i USC 214(e) and 4 7 CFR 54 201 herooy seeks de"l)nabOn a s 
.,,. et,g,ble t.etec:ommun1cat10M ca rnet ""1/w, Ille local ••Cll•no• 11ea1 that ~nstitute its serv,c;e aroa 1n South Oa~ota 

":'t:9"-C90 :5;oc:t,.noirn rs a,e ~ local nd>ange came, po-esffllly po-0\'ldtng local exchange telKOmmunrcaoons $8Mees In Ille 06117197 07/07197 lollowlng e. .. changfl on SoUltl Oaxom Stocltltolm-Strandbu•o (678 R~lo (623) and Soutn Shore \756) StoclthOlm. to ,ts 
"""""edge rs the only earner today po-owmg local e•c:hi\r,ge lelecomrnuNCBbOns seMCH 1n the abo\'e ldenatled exchange 
•reu (Stall HBIKCI 

i 

KenMbec T ele,Phone Co pu111Uant to 47 U S C 214(• > and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seel<s desJgnaoon as on eligible 
~munca-.a catrier Wltlwl th• local ca:chano• areas 11>at COM1llute its se.rv,ce a,ea In Sout."1 Dakota Kennebec 

TC91492 T"'*"'•one Co. ,s ~ lacil$es--b&'Sed local ochange aimer p,esently p,o~ locll e•char,ge, teto=rnunlcaoons M>MCes ()6118197 07/07197 
., N fal. ~ ntf"J ·;ic,s Kennebee: (1169) and Pt11stlo (1595) Kannobac T tlapllone Co • torts knowledge. is tho only carnor 
1ooa,· crowlona local e:J!Channe telecilmmunocaDOns HMCOS 1n Ille above ldenulied ex~ anoe a,oas (Still! HBJCHJ 

J effers.on Tml)llone Co Inc 1)\11'5Uant IO '7 US C 214(e) 1111d 47 CF~ 54 201 hereby su~s lltr11Qnat1on as an elrg1ble 
tal.communialllOnS c.1rner ...ii*' ll'le local «xchange areas that ~nstl!ule its seMce u1ea 111 South 0111.ola Jellerson 

Ta· -093 Te' .. ?hon• Co _ lne il5 the ~tiased Ioctl erchange carnet putMnlly PfO\'ldtng local u ~har,ge 10,.communicabOns 06lt~7 07/07197 -tn lhe lolc,v,w,g exchange. Jethtrson (966) Jellerson Tetophona Co Inc to Its kncr.,1~11. i$ the cmty earner today 
local erd!ll-e telecornmunlcaliO- s,,~- 111 "'~ ab<lve iden~lle<t t1-"a-11 ai;1~s "'lfitf HBfC"!l 
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TCW.C9,( 

7cs-,095 

-~ii~ 

- o;.Qi· 

-c3· .~ 

- c 9; .099 

Sully Suen Tmept,one Coopera:iv. Inc pu,want to , 1 USC 21 4(e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 nereby seeks des.,gna!IOtl as an 
ttg,t,le ~ns earner - the local etthange a1oas that contlltU1e IIS MMOe a rea Sully Buttes T elepl!ot1e s 
the laelllt,n-basod local u cllango c:onw,, p,esently p,OV!ding local • •change tolKOmmun,c;aOOM servKH 111 1110 lollo,,,,ng 
~ Wesl OnlCla (264), H&choock (2166) , Seneca (436), Tolstoy ('42), Onalul ('47), W tt""'°OIOn (' 5&) Langlo,d (' 93) 
ROllhall (!>37) Tullle C5lllJ) Hlghmo<• (852), Harrold (975), Ree H~hts (9'3), Hoven (9' &) Blunt (~2) 11\Q Easl Onida (973) 
Sul)' 9u:.s TeleiJt,o,,e, IO IIS 1<now'1edge • lho ody earner tOday l)tCMdlllg loUI e , c.hange telltcommun,c;a'IOns seMCes in Ille 
-• _,.nded uChan!l<t .re» {S1:<1n . H~ 

Venture Commun1e:1111om nc pu~u1nt to 47 USC 21'(• ) and '7 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeo oes,gnal>On as an elag!ble 
telecomrr,unic:ations ca1ne1 W!lhln Ille local e~ch1nge areas that const1tu10 11> seMce area Venruro Commun1eaoons 15 1110 
laOl<tNts-O.asect local o-.cnange earner presenUy p,OViding local eJcnange 1,1ecommun,ca1>0ns SOMCfl III the tollow,ng 
u dlanges 0nm (258) &wdi. (285) R oscoe (287) P,.rponl (325). 8nUon ('4&) Brmon NO (701-'• 3) R~ (485) 
.,-.·111 ,gliol• Spmg, (539) Seib)' (6'9) (iellySl>Urg (765) and Lebanon (76&) Vt nMe Commul\lCilUOM to II> ~nowtedge ,. 
ine only c- today 111CM01ng toe.ii etdl;,nge tei.<ommuncauons serMCes 111 1110 • Dove odtm~lled e, change a••n (Stat! 
rtB..''~HJ 

SA.'IC<lt~ lnC pUquan!IO , 1 USC 2 1, (e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereoy $eels dMIQMl>On as an elog,bl• lelecommurncal>Ons 
camef ....., ll'le local u change aten lllat constrtute Ob seMCe a,u .n Sou;r, Oa~OUI SANCCM ,. the l~s based roe.ii 
~ came, pr-, Pf0'1Clrr41 loc:al • •~ telecommuNCllllOnS u.rw:es .n 111e lOl!ow,ng e rcMngH ,n SO<M Oalcota 
~ (&all Palblon (928) and Tnpp (1135) SANCOM 10 cs knowledge • 111t only carn,e1 today p<OVldang local u e11a nge 
tel«omm1.'fllCllbons UtMCes ,n 1111, a 1JOV11 lldenufie<I e 1ch1nge areas ~ lillf ~ HBICH. 

s.,,.OO(n Te~~e Coop,,,awe pu1wo1nt IO '7 USC 21 , 1• 1 11no , 1 CFR !>4 201 nereoY seel.# dts,gnal>On a· an elig•blo 
telecomm..ncations u11.., ...ow, tne loc:al e •t h<lnge ;,ren tnlll coniuute IIS serv,ee aiu ,n Soul/I o,1.ot.1t Sanl)Oln 
T ftftlllOI,. a llW ~- loall ou,anoe came, Pln"11ll• 1110\'ldlng IOUI .,, change lf!lecommun.cat.ons ~er;,ces ,n 11>1' 
lot'-nv f l ( l\a"Od .n So.Im o.~ot., E!Nn (2271 Ml Ve,non (2~) lcl( !MI (2• 8) F0te•t0Urg , 951 At111wn 1527 
.~ 1.,,c (796) IJnd Alpo,n;i (Mi ) SMIOOffl Tetepnone to lb 1now1eoge ,s Ille onty c11111tll tol!l1y Pl~ 1o<:a 1 e , changu 
·~·..eomm..noca-.s ,.,Men on u,e •t,o,,e odM!illed ~ •CM"!!~ 111~•~' (Stall HQJ<:.H 

8e•ftlllnl !.~ Tei.c,t,o,.e Co -..nt IO , 7 USC 21 , (e) ano • 7 CFR 5' 2l>1 hereby .... ~, dHIQrta!IOn 111s .an elag•bfe toleconvnv-- catnet ....clV\ ll>t local ·~"•no• . , .as tnlll (OhSl>l\lle ltS w,rw:e area "' So1J1h Oa•oui BetMIOfd r~, 
Iii Ille 1.-.0H«1 1oc:a1 elCh1nge c~uMr 111ewnuy PIOWlinO locltl e1e11ange lelecommunocnr.ons serw:es 11'1 ll>e ro11ow1ng 
e1chang• Be•MIOld l7&J) Berv.iotd Tel to tts ~no,o.1oogu ts u,e only CdUl@r IO<lty p,ooo,ng IQul u, cha 1111e 
~,ea.,m,-,-:a:.ons .. ,.~~"' :ne_ • l>c)yl!l.le>n~f_Nl_e ,_t h~ngi, are.ts (Sra" HBll<C~> _________ _ _ 

q-c ..nyr~.,,..~M "-!IOfl-..nlto'" use 21' , .. nd '7 CFR s.101 h"••t.. se•· ~a .. s,on•Dor· 
n an e"g I>•~-- cerrw,r """"'1 Ille loUl ~, en .. ·ll' a ,,. tnat conSlll<lte IOI$ w,rw:" a,u Roll<'<U Count\ 
·e:ephOlle Coopetal.'\e Assoaation ,s rn.o taal4ln !Msed local •• ~ .. ,, J e ca,,.,,., Plt!Stintly J>IOVIO"'O local e, cha"11" 
~- MtMCfl ,n Ifie followlr1g e.«:twngu Nori/I ,~- Etfir·1to1, NO (701-63~> New Ertlngton (6 371 ~nd Cla,rc 
c,r, 16S21 Roberts Coun1y Tlll~pnona Cooperlltr.e Auoa.\l>on 10 IIS ~r.~'"1l!Clllt ,s Ille only earner 1001, p,or(j;ng lour 
..-..:h:a"'l"' ,,.._,,,..n,c;awm -""'th<' abovf, ICl~ntlled P>t h1nqe a,.,a, !Sllltl HB·1<C 
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RC Communications. Inc pursuont to 47 U S.C 21'(e) and 47 CFR s, .201 hereby seek.s dOS1g118licn as an ebglbfe 
lelecommunicalions Clll'Mr - llw! local ffl<dlange areas llio1 ~e u ,er.lee area RC Communlcabons ls Ille lacilrtHts· 

TC97-100 
bued local 01ch1nge carrwr p•esenlly prowling loc.tl exchange telecommunlcat,oo, services in the lollow,ng eichal!QU 

06/19197 07/07197 
Nor1h Veblen, NO {701~3'4), W~mot (1138) , Peever (932), Veblen (734) and Swnm4 (398) RC Communlc:abons, to r!S 
knowloclge, ls the only carrier today piOIIICIJng local exchange telecommurnc.bons serw:as in the above 111t1nbfied axollal!QC 
areas (Stall HBIKC) 

Splrtrock Prol'(l~&s Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21'(e) and H CFR S4.201 hereby s.oelts des,gnation a, an obgible 
telecommunicaliOM earner W1lhln the local erchanoe areas thll oonSIJluto l!s se~ l!lrea tn South Dakota Spllllock 

TC97,10 1 Propor11c!S, Inc is the lnClllbes-based local crchange c1111\er piesenUy p,ovlc!rng local ucha"'O• 101ccommunlcabons ffMCOS (l6/l!l.fd7 07/01191 in lhe fobov,;ng exchal!Qes in Solf.h Oakotai. Howard/CeMage (772) ano Oldham/Ramona (482) Splltrod< P1oper1Nts Inc 
to Ill "1owledge. ls the only carrier today p,ovld,ng local oachal!QO telocommu!\lcations HMCes in the above idenctled 
i!XchaMe areas (Staff HBIKCl 

Spk,ock Telocom c«,penll!ve, Inc pursuaffl to 47 USC 21'(•) al\d 47 CFR S4.201 hereby soel\s dK9nallon as an eligtl>le 
lelecommunlcations earner Within U,e locaJ 01chang .. w1eas that const11ute rts se- area SplNock Telecom Cooperawe, 

TC97,102 Inc ls tho facillbes-basod local exchange carrier ptesonUy prcr.id111g local erch1nge telocommunltauons u,lliees 1n the 
06/19197 01107197 

tollowlng oach&IIQH Brandon (S82) end Garretson (60S-594) and (507-597) Spt,:roek l olecom Coopo1abve, ,nc , to Its 
knowledge, ls the only carrier today providing local n chango tele<ommunlcaUons serw:es ill lhe above tdenbfiod elChongo 
areas (Start HBIKC) 

Tr>-County Telec:om. Inc pur~uont to 1,7 US e 214(0) and 47 CFR S4.201 heteby s,oeks d~nallon as an el,g,tile 
tolecommun1eab0ns carrier Within 1110 loeal e1cho11Qo areas lhat eonst11ute Ill serke area in South Dakota. Tn-County 

Tct]-105 Telecom, Inc is tho tac;!litiH·based local exchal!Qo earner p,esenUy p,ovidlno local exchange tolocommunlcabOns seMc:es 06/19/97 07/07/97 
,n the follOWlng exchanges in South Onkom: Ctavton (82S) and Emety ('43) To-County Telecom, Inc . to 11$ knOWledgo. is 
the only earner tod:1y ptolliding local exchange tolecommunlcabons seMc:es tn Ille above ldonbftod erch&IIQO oroas (Stall 
HBICHI 

flLING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

U S WEST Communle3bons, Inc filed for approval by the Comm.ssJon the Type 1 Paging Agrl!<lment bc!Wt'en KJAM Mobil e 
Paging and U S WEST "Tl1'S ~reomcnt WIIS reached 1'\rough \'()jun'!ary negooaoons Without resort t.o ml!d,alion 01 arbtlracon 
ano IS submtnod lor approval pur,uant to Seebon 25.2(•) of lhe Communications Ac¢ of 193-4. as amended by tho 

TC97-0 79 TelocommunlcabOns Act ol 1996 KJAM MoWe Paging alld US WEST furlhor r~uest lhat the Commoss,on app,ove !hr.I 06/16t1i7 07/07"97 
Agreemonl Without a hearing and Wl!hou1 ,allowing the inter,ention of oll1er parties. Beca,;so 1/\ts Agreement was reached 
lhrough voluntary negoCallOnS, • docs not ralso Issues requiring a hearing and does not concern other parl>OS not a pan of tho 
ON10liabons ExnA<1r11ous onnroval woukl !ur1her U,e DUl>l,c lntorast • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

U S WEST Communcabons rueo tanff sheets that remove ,cte,encos 10 e•Ch&nQO$ lhl1 have oeen sold by U S WEST The 
TC97-082 solo was offecllVe Juno I, 1997 In addrbon, thrs filing onclUdas some tex1 changes and clean-up ttoms U S WEST has 00111.-97 NA 

,...,uA.ied 1111 fl11ec:tvr., dato ol June 1 199 7 to, this Ill;,,,, I Sta It· OJ/CHI 
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I Eau Pla.n, Telecom Inc on June 13, 1997 I NA I NA 
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So«t/eZ,~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
Stile Cop,tol (Ju,ldtng. SOO Eut Copilol AVtflUC, P,erre, Soulh D>l<oca SJ501,S010 

October 1. 1997 

Mr. Rtehard 0 . Coit 
Executive Oireclor 
S04TC 
P 0 . Box57 
Pierre, SO 57501 

RE E11g1ble Telecommunleatlon$ earner appfaulJOn, TC97-105 
Tri-County T elecom, l"IC 

Oear Mr Colt 

TM above-referenced apphcation has been reviewed by the stalf of the Public Utilities 
Commi"ion. The following additional inforrnat,oo as needed in order for the CommlSStOn to 
consider lhlS applblion: 

• Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.101{a)(4) , single-party serv,ce or its functional equivalent must 
be made available by an Eligible Telecommunications carrier (ETC) lo receive unlvel'Sal 
serv,ce support mechanisms. Does lhe above-referenced company have this 5efVlce? 

2 Pursuanl to 47 C.F.R. 54.<405 and 54.4 11, Lifeline and Unk Up services musl be made 
available by an ETC lo qualifying low,,ncome consumers Does the apPlk:ant C001pany, as 
referenced above, make these services avallabte to quafllymg consumars? 

3 Pursuanl 10 47 C.F.R. 54.101{a), does the above-referenced company provide dual tone 
mutti,frequency signaling or its functional equivalent? 

4 Please provld6 11 v6tiroeatfon by an authorized offiter, under oath. to the Commission in 
which the applicant represents to the Commiss,on tha1 the lads stated in the Requesl for ETC 
Designation and the respons" to data request nos. 1. 2 and 3, above, are truthful. 

Please respond by Odober 14, 1997. Upon receipt of this lnfonnation, ll wdl be evaluated by 
staff and the matter win be scheduled for consideration by tho Commission Thank you f« 
your auenllOn to this matter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF"S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Climroo Hoseck 
Stan Attorney 

cc Harlan Best 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CAPRIERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPER. ,TIVE, INC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

) 
) 

ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
OF HEARING 

TC97-068 

TC97--069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY c onPERA TIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE. 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) 

l 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE l 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION l 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

l 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPLJTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 
) 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWAT~R.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

) 

) 
) 

TC97-097 

TC97-098 

TC97-099 

TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97-108 

TC97-113 

TC97·114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97·121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0 /BIA 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0 /BIA 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

) 
) 

WEST R.IVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

T\.97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota PubllC Ullhlles CommlSSIOn (ComffllSSIOrl) received requests from 
the above captioned telecommun1ca11ons companies reque.st1ng des,gnahon as eligible 
telecommunicateons earners 

The Com,niss,on electronically transmitted notice or the lihngs and the intervention 
deadhnes to interested ,nd,v,duals and entitles On June 27. 1997, the Comm1ss1on 
reoetved a Petrtton to Intervene from Dakota Telerommun1Caltons Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom Inc (DTI) wtth reference to Fon Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15. 1997, at its regularly scheduled meeting. the Commission granted 
intervention to DTS and DTI 1n Docket TC97-075 No other Petrtlons to Intervene were 
filed 

The COIMIISSlon has JIXlsdtCtlon over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31. including 1-26· 18, 1-26-19, 49-31-3. 49-31 -7, 49-31-7 1, 49-31 -11 , ar\d 47 
USC § 21 4(e)(1) through (5) 

The ,ssues at the heanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether the at>.Jve captioned 
tetecomn,jf11c.11tons companies should be granted des1gnat1on as ehg1ble 
telecommun,cat,om, earners. and (2) what service areas shall be estabhshed by the 
Comm,ss1on 



A hearing shall be held at 1 30 P.M . on Wednesday. November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412. Sta1e Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conduded 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26. All parties have the right to be pre~nl and lo be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process nghts shall be forfe,ted 
rf not exerosed at the heanng H you or your repl'esentahve fa,110 appear at the hm9 and 
p lace set for the hearmg, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, If any, dunng the heanng ()( a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 Mer the heanng the Commission will consider a ll evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing The Comrmss,on wtll then enter Findings 
or Fact. ConclusK>nS of Law. and a Final Decision regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing. the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommun1callons companies requesting des1gnat1on as an eligible 
telecommunications earner. and the Commission shall estabhsh service areas for e ligible 
telecommunrcatJons carriers The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the stat , Circuit Coun and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the l ime and plac:e specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommun,cahons companies should be 
granted designation as eligible telecommunications carriers, and the Commission sl'lall 
establish service areas for ehg1ble lelecommunicatt0ns earners 

Pursuant to the Americans With Disabilities Act. this hearing 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Pubhc Utihlles Corrnmss1on at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor 10 the hearung if you have Sl)"'cial needs so arrangements 

can be::::: :::::~e::k:ta, this __ 7 __ ,,..iy of November, 1997 

CERTIFICATE Of ,£RVIC£ 

OfFJC.W. S£AI. 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Execuhve Director 
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-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

2 S 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE , 
INC. 
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10 

l 1 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS, INC. 

S ANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
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ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 
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1 4 SPLITROCK PROPERT I ES, I NC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE , I NC. 
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19 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 
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2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 



1S 

in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 



17 

l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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2 

25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -­

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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3 

s 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 



30 

1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 



l 

2 

3 

)2 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 
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2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 



51 

1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -­

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 



63 

1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 



6S 

l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 



86 

l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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f'AX Received JIJN l i-/W 
BEFORE THE PUBLI C UTILITIES COMMISSION ', 

Of ' THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA !)OUT • ;, 
UTll ; IE' 

A" Bl1C 
'' '.~ !ON 

INTHEMATTEROFTHE REQUEST OF 
TRI -COUNTY T ELECO)t, INC. FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBt E 
TEl, F.COMI UNI CATIONS CARRI ER 

) 

) , , 
RE(1UEST FOR ETC 

DFSIGNATION 
DOCKET T C97-

Tri ,( '.,unty T1•h,·om, lnr t-i·n ·Cllunty") pur~u11111 tr, 47 U1111J•1I S1nu•i1 C'rnl,• S4,c111m 
2 14(1•) 111111 1i C:0.1,• uf Ff'rlnal l<•·)(ul11L1on1< S.,:taon 5·1 :w 1 lwn•t.y «<t,kl' fr,, m 1h,• rut.hr 
U11l,11b• ('omm1 ... •11111 f ('omllll,<,(11111) '"'~11!11 1111011 Ill' 1111 ·,· h1,'llilt> "'"""'ffilllUlllCIJLIOII~ rnrnor 
within dll' lncal 11xrhnn1:r nr'('lll' th11t ,~m; ll tutr 11..s ,w•rv1r1• ttn•a 111 Soulh l)nknln l111<U1JJ•}rt of 
th,~ n•1111n.:<t, T n ·C .. u111y uffi•r:< 1lw follow1111: 

~'ur~u11111 1,, 47 U.S <:. § 21•1(,•) 11 ,.,.. Lh11 C11m1111~11111·~ n·.•1• ,n1Hl11hty '" ,1t,.,um111,• 
loc:i I •'X!'h:1111:{' r11 rr111r,< ("I .~:c .• ·) ,,,. "••l11:1hlt• 1,•l1'1·om1111111wa111m. rarnl'r~· (" E1'(", 0

) , rir , o olhl'r 
wurtl• lu ,ltoLo,rm,nr• wh1d1 I.Et'. hav,• ,.,,,.nmf•cl 11111v,·r~11I l'lorvu:,• 11hh)(Ol1on,; ron~•~l<'nl with 
1h1• f1•1lr•ml low and ~h1Jul,l l11• d,~·nwd 1•l1g1l,l1• tu n'<X•1vr fPth•ml un1v1•r,ml .-t•rv1C1'" ""llll()rl, /IL 
l<>a.~l ""'' r•h1:1lih• lt' lt.,.,11111nu111ra111m:< 1·:irnn 1s w bl' d,•~11en11tod 1,y lhl' Comm,,._~'°" for N1ch 
,..,rv1f.l' nn•11 ,n th<' S1nt.1,, l l11wr•v1•r, 111 flu• ,·n,;,, u f 11n•ai1 "',rv,•d l,y · rurul t,•l1•11ho111• cnmp:inw,!", 
1hc ('omm1l',!11011 m11y 11111 1~•~11:naLo• mor,• than on•· l.l~C Ill' 1111 ~:rr ",thuut li~1 line.ling I hnt 
....... 1, 111lol1l11)fl1ll 1l1·~11;nul1Qfl W/Jnld lu • 1111ht> puh lu: IIIIMl'1tL Un,lcr ,17 c;rn § r,,i ,ml. bcginn.mi: 
.Jnn1111ry I, l!J!)!I, only 1,,1t,.,,mmun11:otm1111 c:1rr1N,. lhot how rf'Cl'11\'1•1I c.b ,;11;11u1oon from lhr 
c:.mun u•~oon to ,.., rv.-. a:< nn r•hg,hlP 1eh~·ornm1rnwn1 ,rm>< ~arrol'r w1tl11n t hmr i,(>rv1et> uren ,,. ,If ll(• 
t1h..r1IJJO to nlf't'IVP r,uf1•ruJ uruv1~r~nl ,.....rvu:<• .... upport. 

:! Trt·l '11u111y 1,, 1h1• fanhl1":<·l1w,,•,I 111,·11! r•l!rhuni;,• rn rnn 11n• ... •ntly 11ruv1c.lmi,; 1111:>11 
••llch1111i:1· tol"Cf1mmun1r.11111,n:t 111•rv11:<•>' 111 llw folluwmg r• xchlln)(•'li ,n Soulh llokotw 

,;or. ... ~r. 
r;u,,.,w; 

('loyl•m 
~:m ... ry 

Tn,( 'ounty lY 11.1< km,wli•,li:<• ,,. 1111• 111,ly '""'"'' totlny 11mv11hni; loeal t1J(l·h1111i;,• 
t11h~mlmun1cauw,:e :44,rv,n• .. , ,n lht• uh,,v,-. ul,\nt1fi1•tl ox('hnnfw t1r(1ai,c 

:1 'l'n·('ounty 111 aroml with ,17 ('FH § 51. IO I 11'f1•r,., tho followrni: lorol Mwhan1,'t' 
luh•communu::u u,n~ ~ ,rv100lC 11.1 all 1•011~unwr~1o1, lhruu~hout 11$ :(l•f"'.111•" :,n•u . 

• V11u,• i:rn1l,• 111:ci•l<l! 111 tlu• pul,lir. ,<wot~h,•tl n,•1 work, 
• ln·ul PXdrnng, , >'<•rvu1 , 1nch11hn1t un 11111011 111 nf l(.-11! u,-aitt• fl'I", ,,f JNlr n11nu11• 
d,or1;c-.i< 11nil1'r II llut nu,,,I lncul ,..rv,C1• 1111c:kt11tl' 111111 11,c pnrt of n 111Nti<1.,.,.•,I lo.·.11 
:'(•rvK1l t1ff(•r1ng: 

A,....-•. ~ ... lf> ,,m,1fKl111cy ~·rvar.1.1:4 :inn:h u.ot 91 t or t•nhancNI ~ 11 puhhr ~ ·rvu:os: 
.. J\n·••:4."l to •1J>t•r,1t,,r ~·rv1L"'(•1'. 

l\o;(',;.~ u, 1nl<'tt•xcl111ni:c l't•rv11:..•: 
J\ fx:ft1"4"" e,, d1tr•(·t1 1ry 1, ... M:-1l 11111-i~. uncl 
Tull lil0<:k111i: l!l' rYH:f.l 

• IXN181T 

I I 



i\,. 1101,,rl ulo<,v1•, 'Tn-C,111111y ,lo<•:< Jln'iYII~· 11,11 l11n>UJLIIH1 /1(11'\'ICQ ,n I.hf' form uf Loll 
hl,1<:k,111: lo 'Jllahfy,n.i c,,111<11111..r• . ltowowr, tlw ntl1ht1unnl 1ull l11n1111L1un "4'f'\'II.>' of"1.<1II oon1r111" 
UH 1lofi11ed III lh1· nrw F('<: 11n>vl'r:<nl ,,,;,r.1C<' nil,·~ (47 f:FI( § 5'1 IOO(:l)) ,,. u()t 111u,•11k>il Tn • 
r·nunty "' nt,L llWMl' thr,t nny lt,cn l 1•xchun1<1' currmr III S0111h Dakou, hni< ll curronl ca1ml11h1y 
ll• 11mv11I<• f\lCh l'(•rv,c,• Thr• FCC i:av1> nu 1111hc11l10n prtur ltt tlw re)1>u,;o ,.f •L• UfllYl'rttaJ ;,erv,oo 
onl<•r tFC'(' 97. Jr,7) that IJ,11 t>J11tn1l would ht• 1mJIO"''•l 111• h n ~-:1'(' "'' rvt<:a• 1'1>1l\llrl'tn\•nl nnd, 1,, 
our 111fommt1•m und l,1,l11•f, 11::1 a re:<ulL 1.~:o, nnL1<,nw11k• ur,• uul flC)l!1t1on,•d l>J rnnk•• lhf' <"} l'Vtt:e 

,mmodmt{'I)' uv111luhle In ur;lr•r for 1'rt·Cmrnty IJ) pruvulo thr, :<t• rv1w. orh!1t101111l usage 
tr:m:k1ni; 01111 stt>rnl!C .-.111111b ,h1,,.s w,11 havP w I),, ,n.~wlle,l 111 1L11101:111 l'.IW1tchmi; l'!Ju111mont. At 
mm,mum, th,, lol1rviCt' rt>11u1rP>1 u ::1w1tch111g ,401\wnl'(' uJ>grarl<• oml ot thtf' 11mo 'fn-County 1;< 
mH•,,11i;r1t111g 11ml u11.-mpt111g tu 11,itnmml' wh1•tlw r lhi, 1wcc11,1ury ;iof\w:lN' hai< hr,('n diwelo1)(•1I 
and wht'n ,t. m,i,;ht. lt,•mmn av111lnhh•. 

Ar.-~1rt1111i:ly, T ri -County 1;, fat'l'd w1lh 1•x1,•JHmn11I c,rcumstnno•,1 roncMn11111 1L~ .1h1h ty lb 
muki, the t.oll ormtnil M1 rv111' av111 lahle> us I'<'' forlh m 1ho FCC'11 u1uvcnm l M?rvll'l' rulr.~ anti 
mu~l " " Jut•~l :1 wa1Yl'r from lhe rociu,romcnt et, 11niv11li• i<U1:h :<l'rv1a•. At. l h1::1 1.1ml'. 11 Wlll\'Or for 
a flf>nod of on•• >••,1r ,,. " ''111".•LNI . l'nur kt tlw <' 1111 of 1h11 U•ll• y i;11r ~ru)lf. Tn,r..ounty ,., ,II nlJ>Ort 
huck 1.<1 1lw Cornm1,.;•1on with ,1pec1fic 1nformnlmn 1111l1L"1ltmi; whl.'n the n('O',...ary network 
u11~r11dt•11 CIHI I, mn1lt, 11011 1h1• :«•rv1ce ciin Lt.• modo av111laltle to :Ji!.~1st. low ,ncom" CW!tomori<. 
Tlw ('.ommi!s1110n may lll'JJlf>rly jlrllnt a w111vi,r from 1.!11• ·u:.11 contml" m<1u1mmr nt pur,1Unnt w 
'1 7 CVI< M . IOl (r). 

•I. 1'r1-County ht1!! 11n•v1ou.•ly and w,11 cunt111111• lo udvt>rh111• lhe ovo1lob1lity of 1L~ local 
1•xchani;" .,.,rv,cr•1< 111 111NJ1t1 uf ~llnl'rnl ,h~tnhuunu thn,ui:hout Lhe <•xl'l1u11t,(l' on>n11 ,;erv('d. 
Pnor w th1,1 filtnit, Tn-l A11111ty ha~ not g1•ni>r11lly t11fwrt1l'f'1I th1• pnces chnl'!("d for all of thr• 
ahov,,.1rk•1111fir•1I !'(•rv»)·~. It w,11 ,iu ''" i:mni:: forwrml ,n actiorrl with 1111y ~J:K'Clfic mlvortJ~11111 
,11ond,mL• 1hu11Jw c,,mn11,<,<1<111 11111y 1ll•vc,l1111 

(b) ~rnnt an ET(' d,,,.1r,:n.,t1on 1,, Tn-C'111111ty covt1nnr,: nll 11f tlw 101:HI oxchnni:1• al'l'II~ 
that cnnslJtutr, 1t.• prl';«•nt :«•r.·,c,• ar,•:, 111 llw S1111,, 

D11u•1l 1h1., J1_ ,lay 11f ,111111•. 1!1117. 

Tn-C'uunty T,•l,•cmn. Inc 
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..... A.i= ..... _______ TRH:OUNTY TfLCG\\, INC. ______ _ 
Ill ,- Ill 

October 13. 1997 

Mr Canu-on Hoseck 
South Dakota Public; Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
SOO Eut Capitol avenue 
Pierre. South Dakota S7S04-S070 

Dear Mr Hoseck 

RECEIVED 

OCT I ~ 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILJ TIES S:O\' MISSION 

In response to your letter 10 Richard Coit on October I are the answers to the 
l!hree questions 

All customers are provided w11h single party service 

2 Tri-County Tclcom lnc is not currently otfering Lifeline and Link Up 
services within its exchanges .. but will as required by the FCC rules, 47 
CFR. S4 440-S4 417, make the established discount programs available 
10 its qualifying low-income customen beginning Jarnwy I, 1998. It is 
our undemanding that while providing the Liftline and Link Up 
serviccs iJ a requirement imposed on ETCs pursuant to 47 CFR S4 40S 
and S4.4 I I, it is not actually a recondition which must be met before 
ETC status can properly be granted by the Commission 47 CFR. 
S4 1 O 1 which lists the service obligations that must be met before a 
carrier can receive federal universal servi<:e S11ppon does not speci6cally 
reference Lifeline and Link UIP services 

l Y cs, we do provide dual tone mu hi-frequency signaling (touch tone) 
free of charge 10 all customers 

If you have qUC$tions, please contact me at (320) 283-5101 

c/ 
James Ekstrand 
Vice President 

.
1 

IXNlalT 

,2-

P.O . lloJt 304 • Emery, South Dokoto 57332 • Telephontt: (605) 4.49-4203 • FAX: (605) 449-4329 



State of Minnesota 
County of Pope 

James Ekstrand, bcins first duly sworn. sme that he is the Vice Pmident 
of Tri-County Tclcom. that he has read the initial ETC application and the forcsoing. and 
the same is uue 10 his own best knowledge infonnadon and belief 

" ~ ~ r I, .... J...r!,, ~ C!,,,...., 4 "4 

E.lizabeth 'L Bjurlln 
Date October 13, 1997 
T crm expiration· January 31, 2000 





L.I FtLINE AND Ll:',h'. l 'P PLA'­
OF 

1 lie Tr I - l'oun t y Tc 1 com submits 1h1s pl•n purwam tu I" I r K ; ~J : oi,,. T r :1-
Coun ;· Te I com has been des1gnau:d as an drgablc 1decvmmur111..1tm1h ,.,111..-1 h·. 11.e '> 1 

t 11 , J I'·""' I r,J,uc, Comm1ss1on (dSOPUC", t!.nd. u ~uch m "' mJl.c r !d,rn, 1•1.1 I , , , 
-t· . .• c 4,a,lablc; to qualafymg low.income consumers as set ic. .• h m the l vrnrmssaon , I m,,l 

• I,, ,,. f /Jurno11 No11ce of Emry of D~ci:.1011 dated No,cmber 18. I 1117, tssucJ an !)u,,..-1 
1

1 , - ,, 110 1hc Maner of the lnvcsugatjon imo the Lt[c:hoc: a11d Lrnh 11 PtQBG!!l)> " h1 , ,, 
r,.•cJ •) F~,h1b11 ,\, and consment \I/1th the c riteria cSlablasheJ under 47 lf R 9~ •.:.: : , 
< ~ ~ - ,ndu s,, e 

, Inc l..ifelrnc 11nd Lrnk Up programs u s1s1 qualified (Ol!.•111.:.11ne consumer, t,. 
p;o'ldmg for reduced monthly ch11rgcs and reduced coMc,uott ch:uge~ :or , ... 
telephone scr. ice The auistance applies to a smgle 1elt11f,-,ne !me .,, a ,iuul.: c 
onsumer's pnncrpal place of residence 

~ A qoahiicd low-income con5Umcr is a telephone subscriber ,. ho p.m,~ar.ucs rn at 1.,1,t 
one of the following pubhc assistance programs 

~ :-ledicaid 
b Food Stamps 
c Supplemental Security lnc-Ome (SSI) 
d Fc<!enl Public Housing Assistance 
c Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (l.Hl:Al' l 

J A qual ifie:l low-mcomc consumer is elrg1blc to recei\c c1:hc1 ur both L,1etnc J: J 
I ink Up .usrstancc 

.: Tri • County Tc I com will advemsc the a,-aalabiht> 01 I 1fchne .mJ I 111, I ;• 
,crv1ccs and the charges therefore usrng media of general drsu 1bu11« ., anJ rn a.;,urJ '"·:• 
.in1 rule) that may be developed by the SOPUC for ,,pphwtron 10 i,hl.! Mc 
!elccommumca11ons earners 

,; In addmon, Tri-Coun t.y Tel cor:i. as required by the Fmal O,dn and D,.1,w11 
1,011, ,. of Entry of Dec1S1011 of the SOPUC (Exhibit A). will mdrc.stc in tt's annual tci ~r! 

10 the SO PUC the number of subscribers within it ' i scr. act arc .. rc<ecl\rng Lifeline ~1.J r 
Lml Up as,istancc In addition. this information wrll Le pmvrdcd to the l ni, c•,... 
Service Admrmstrauvc Company ("USAC") 

~ lnformat,on as to the number of consumer, quahfvmg for I 1tclrnc and or I 1n• t " 
J>>t~Lsnec cunnot currently be provided by T rJ-County Tf'l coo bcc~U>c 11 h.i , , 
J.;~c~) 10 the government information necessary 10 dctcrmmc l,c,v, M.in\ <.11 us tcli,?h ,n..­
lUbscnbers arc pmicipating 1n the above r-ercrcnccd public 11SS1)1.inc.: pr..i!Jlams \~ 11/ •• 1 

Ill/( 

"' 



1h11 aniormatton, Tr I - Coun ty Te l cor:t=3Jlnot pruvide, ar this ume. c:,cn " rc:~,w ~.e 
esnma1c or the n1.1mbcr of us subs«ibcrs who, !11\cr fanuary I l'l'I~ .... ,11 he rc:,c:1.11. 
l.1fthnc •nd:or Luu. Up sctv1cc lnformauon ~ to 1he 11um1>,·· ll 11:. 111" "'·· r.c 

sJbscnbers quahf)•ang for Lafehnc and/or Link Up can be pruv,de.i Jfter <IPl''lCdtlOn\ •ur 
I 1fchnc and Link Up auman~c have ~en received b) 

- In accord wuh the SUl'UC's Fma/ Order a11d D~cuum. Nom" OJ f.1111') •J} lka>1 .,, 
Tri-Coun ty Tt?lcom will malcc application fonns available to all o f 11s e1<1s:ang 
rcs1dcn11al customers, to illl new customers when they apply for residential l~1tl 
1clcphore service, and to other ~rson.s or entities upon their request 

fl. l.ifehnc 

Lil<:hnc sc1v1cc means a retail !!Kai sef'ticc orrc11ng for which qu.sluied lo11.-1n~1.1n1~ 
consumers pay reduced charges 

Lafchne service includc5 voice grade access to the pubhc w, ttcheJ net"-vrl.. lu,. l 
magc, dual 1onc multi-&cqucncy signaling or us funcuonal equ,~Jlcm. ~angle•pJm 
service or 11s fum::11onal equivalent. ttcess to emergency icl"\ ice,. •,= 10 opera11.H 
services. access 10 1ntcrexchange service. access 10 dare1;1ory 3S$tS1.111ce, and tc,11 
hm1ta11on 

3 Qualified low-income subscribess are required to submit a.'l .1pphcauon form in order 
10 receive Lifeline service. ln applying for Lifeline a.umancc. the )ubsmbcr must ,cmt~ 
under penalty of perjury that they are currently pil.llicipaung an 41 le.isl one of the 
qualifying public assistance proRnnU lmcd in Section A 2. abo,e In addiuon, 1hc 
subscriber must agree 10 notify Tr I-County Telcol'.\Yhtn the) ceas.c pffl1c1p.111n,: ,n 
the qualifying public assistance program(s) 

4 The 101w monthly Lifeline credi1 available 10 qualified consumer. ,s SS 2S Tri -
Coun ty Te l com shall provide the credit 10 qualified consumer) by applying the 

fcdcnl baseline support amount of $3.50 co walvc the conwmcr 's l<:deral End-Lsa 
Common Linc charge and applying the additional auihorued ii:deral support arnoum ot' 
SI 75 as a credit to the r.onsumcr's intrastaitc local service rate fhc tederal ba,elinc 
suppon amount and additional support available, totaling SS 2~. ,hJ.ll reduce Tri -
Coun ~ y To 1 com lowest ta.riffed (or otherwise general!) avJ il~blc) res1dcnt1al r~tC' 

for the sc"·1ccs hstcd above in Section 8 .3 Per the attached SDPU( rmal Orti~r ..i,11.1 
D~CtltCHI, No11cc of Emry of Dccls/0t1, the SDPUC has authonJed intrur;ue HU<' 

reducuons for eligible telecommunications CMTicts making the add111onJI federal suppon 
amount of SI 7S available The SD PUC did not cstwhsh a stale LHehne program 10 rund 
M )' further rate 1cduc1ions (Exhibit A. Findling1 of Fact \"lJ ~nd \'Ill and Conclus,on, 
of La"" 11 and 111) 
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< Tri-Count y Te lcom will 001 disconnect subscnbcr~ trom ti cir Lifeline ..cr. ,~c 
tor non•pa)mcnt of 1011 chiugcs unless the: SDPUC. pumlllm m ~7 C fR ~ ~,1 MJ11b11 l, 
hJs ~anted the company a Wll'lcr from the non-diS<:onncc1 rcquuelllt-111 

!> fottc;11 to the extent thnt Tri-County Tclcoc, has oOlillnCU • "'•'"" lrurn th,· 
SI PUC pursuant to 47 CfR § 54 IOl(c), the complllly shall ul1~1 toll luuu.;11011 :, ,1, 
quali f) ing low-income consumers when they subsaibc to l 1fd111c ~c,"~c II ttll.: 
subscriber clccu to receive toll lim11at1on, that scn~cc sh,JII bccomt pan ol 111.1 

subscnbcr 's l.1fclinc scrvitt 

" Tc I-County Tel com v.~11 not colle1:t a service deposit in order 10 tmttatc Lttclmc 
service tf the qualifying low-income consumer voluntarily clccu toll blocl.ing on th<11 
telephone line However, one month's local service charsc) may be required a~ an 
advanc:e payment 

C. Link Up 

Lmk Up means 

(a) A reduction in the customary chnrgc for comm<"ncing tdccommuntcauons 
scr.•1ce for a single tclccommunic:ations connccuon at a consumer 's prrnctpal 
place of residence The rcduaions shall be SO percent of the custollli1ry clwge or 
530 00. whichever is less, and 

(b) A deferred schedule for payment of 1.1c chargci assc••c:d for commcntm.; 
service. for which the consumer docs not pay in1ercs1 The m1erc.s1 charges r.oi 
assessed 10 the consumer shall be for COMcction chugcs of up 10 S100 00 that JJc 
dcfmcd 10 a period not to exceed one yur 

2 Charges assessed for commencing service include any charges Ulllt W'C: CUStOm•nh 
a.ssc.ssed for coMecting subscribers 10 the network These chnrgcs do not include am, 
perrmssible security deposit rcquiremems. 

3 The Link Up program shall al low a e-0nsumcr 10 receive the benclit of the Link Up 
program for a second or subsequent time only fOI' a principal place of residence with .in 

addrc.ss different from the residence address at which 1he Link Up assistance " as 
provided previous! y 

Tri - County Tclcom 
P. o. Box 304 
Emery, SD 57332-0304 
( 6'.)5) 449-4203 

J 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES .... OMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY TRI· ) 
COUNTY TE.LECOM, INC. FOR DESIGNATION ) 
AS AN ELIGIB.LE TE.LECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONC.LUSIONS OF .LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-105 

On June 19. 1997. lhe Pubhc Utilities Commission (Commission) 1ece1ved a 1eques1 101 
des1gna1Jon as an ebg,ble telecommunications earner (ETC) from Tn-County Telecom. Inc_ (Tn­
County Telecom) Tn-Counry Telecom ,equested des1gna11on as an eligible te!ecommumca11on.s 
earner Within the local exdlange areas that conslrlu te rts service area 

The Comm,$.s,on electron,cally transmitted n.olJce of 1he rihng and the ,ntervenuon deaoJme 
to ,rv1erested ,ndrvaduats and enbbes No person or entity liled to intervene By orde1 ctated 
Novemt>ef "'. 1997 the Comm,sslon set the heaMg f0< this matter for 1 30 p m on November 19. 
1997. In Room 4 12. State Cepttol. Pierre. South Da.kota 

The heaM g was held as scheduled At the heaMg. the Commtssion granted To-County 
Telecom a one yearwa1ver of the requirement to provide toll control seJVice within ,ts service area 
At 11.S, Dece.•,ibef 11. 1997. meeting, the Commcsslon granted ETC designabOn to Tn-Counry Telecom 
and designated Its study a,ea as Its seMCe area 

Based on the eVKSence of teCOl'd, the Commission enters the lollowtrig Findings of FaCI and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 19, 1997, the Commisston received' a ,eques1 ro, des,gnataon as an ETC from Tn­
Counry Telecom Tn-County Telecom requested de,signation as an ETC wrtl'11n the local exdlange 
ateas that consbMe 11$ serv,ce a,ea Tn-County Telecom serves the followtng exchanges Claylon 
(825), and Emery (449)) Exhibit 1 

II 

Pu1suan1 10 47 USC § 2 14(e)(2), the Commission 1s reqwred to des,gnate a common 
came, that meets the requirements o f see11on 214fe)( 1) as an ETC ro, a serv,ce area designated 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

~uant 10 • 7 USC § 214(e)(1), a W'M'Kll'l earner thal is designated as an ETC 1s elrg1ble 
10 ,ec;e,ve UllMIC"S8I servtee SUJ)POft and shall, througnout rts service area, off et the services that are 
supponed by federal U01versal servtee suppon m'8Charusms erther using rts own faohtaes or a 
com1>ana1ron o f its own faolrt1es and resale or another came(s services The earner must also 
adven,se the ava1labd1ty of well seM<:e5 and tne rates f0< the seNte&S uStng medra of general 
drstnbutJon 



IV 

'fl,e Federal Communication$ Commissk>n (FCC) has des;gnated u,e fo1tov,1ng se.'V!O&S 0< 

fundlonaLties as tl10se supported by federel universal seMee support mechanisms (1) voice grade 
aocess to tho public swru:hed netwol1{; (2) local usage. (3) dual tone mutu-frequency slgnahng or its 
functional equal, (41) single party seMCe or hs functional eqUJValent, (5) access to emergency 
serv!Ct' ~; (6) access to operator services. (7) access to lnterexehange service, (8) access 10 
directi,.y assislance; and (9) 1011 llmitauon for qualifying Jow.mcome consumers 47 C.F .R § 
54 101(a) 

V 

As pan of rts obUgatt0ns as an ETC, an ETC ,s reqw ed 10 make ava,lable Ufebne and Unit 
Up services to qualifying low-Income consumers 47 C F.R § 54 405, 47 CF R. § 54 -C11. 

VI 

Tn-County Telecom offers volce grade access 10 .•,e l)IJbuc SW1lched netwolll to all 
consumers lhroughout ,ts service area. Exhibit 1 

VII 

Tn-County Telecom offers local ellchange servaee 1nciudmg an amounl or local usage free 
of per minute charges to all consumers lhroug.hout rts servace area Ill 

VIII 

Tl'I-County Telecom otters dual tone mulli-frequency signaling to an consumers throughout 
rts seMCe area Ex.hibrt 2. 

IX 

Tri-County Telecom offers s,ngle party servace to all consumers lhroughout ,ts service area 
Isl .. 

X 

Tri-County Telecom offers access to emergency serv1ces to all consumers throughout its 
service area Ex.h1bct 1 

XI 

To-County Telecom offers access to operator services to all consume11 throughout ,ts 
service area. Isl. 

XII 

Tn-County Telecom offers access to tntarexchange services to all consumers throughout ,ts 
service area. Jst 
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XIII 

Tn·County Telec;om offerJ acuss to d ,reclOfY assistance to all consumers lhroughou1 11s 
service area LIi 

XIV 

One of lho sefVicos requ,red 10 be provided by an ETC 10 qualifying low-income conwmers 
is 1011 hm11a11on 47 CF R § 54 101(a)(9) Toll hmitatiOn consists of both loll bloclung and loll 
c:ontlOl 47 CF R § 54 400(11) Toll control IS a seMCe lhat aOows consumers to speoly a cerunn 
arnoun1 of tol usage that may be ll1CUIT'ed per month°' per blll1ng cycle 47 CF R § 54 400(c) Toi! 
block,ng is a seMCe that lelS consumers eleC1 not 10 allow the completion of outgoing toll calls. 47 
C F R. § 54 400(b) 

xv 
Tll-Counly Telea>m offers toll bloclong 10 all consumers throughOul Its service area EJrh1blt 

1 

XVI 

T11.coun1y Telecom does not QJffllf'ltly offer tOII control Isl In otder ror Tn-Col.lnty Telecom 
to provide ton control. add1110nal usage ttaclung and storage capabolmes WIii have to be IIIS1ded ,n 
,ts local swotclq eq111pmen1 Tn-Counly Telecom ,s attempw,o 10 determJne wtle1hff the 
necesMry 50ftware has been developed and when ,1 mighl become ava1tabkl Isl 

XVII 

Tn-Couniy Telecom stated that 111s faced with exceptional arcumstances c:oncen .. ,o Its 
al>dlty 10 make toll control service available and requested I one year waiver rrom Ille reqU1reman1 
to provide such MlMC& Isl Pnot to tho end or the one year penod, Tri.COUnly Telecom will repott 
back to tho Commission with spoofc infonnahon ,ndcabng when the Mtwo111 upgntdes c:a.n be 
made ,n Older to p<oVlde toll control Isl 

XVIII 

Wllh respea io tne ~ 10 8dvffllH the IYIYC!kty of services supponed by the fedefal 
universal serv,c:e suppott mecharnsm and tho CN1rges '°' those SOMCeS usmg media of genefal 
distnbu!IOO. Tn-Coutlly Telecom stated that d advottlses tho avacabiloty of ,rs local exchange services 
,n media of gefl«lll d1stnbution throughout its service area However, Tn-Counly Telecom hu not 
~anerally adverused tho pnces '°' these serv,ees Isl Tn,Couniy Tei.com sta1ed rts ,ntenbon to 
comply With ariy advef11~ standards developed by the Comm,sSlOt'I Isl 

XIX 

Tn-Counly Telecom dOH not currently offer Lifeline and unk Up service discounts III ilS 
exchanges Exhob'1 2 Tn-Couniy Telecom W\11 offer the l.Jfebne and l.onk Up SOMCe discounts In 
al ol ot.s seMCO area beg,lw•io Januaty 1, 1998, 111 ac:cofdance with 47 c FR §§ 54 400 to 54 '417, 
inclusive. and any Comm1ss1on imposed requirements Elthlbot 2 

xx 

The Commss,on mds that T n-County Telecom QJIT'Cntly prov,des ano WIii oonbnue 10 pro11lde 
the following servoces or funetJornaltl1es l~hout ,ts service artl' ( 1) YOIQI grade ace.en 10 lhe 

l 



public SWltched Mtwotl(. (2) tocal usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling, (4) slngle-pany 
seN1ce, (5) ac:cess to emergency services, (6) access to operotor services, (7) acce5S to 
,nrerexchange service; (8} access to diredOfY assistance; and (9) 1011 blocldng ror quafifying low­
ii'ICOl'i'ie cofisumets 

XXl 

The Comms.slon rands Iha.I pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) ~ will grant Tn.COunty Telecom 
a W91Ver of the requ,rement lo otrerloG control serv.ces until December 31. 1998. The Commission 
fnds that exceptional c,rcumstances preveni Tn-County Telecom from prollid1ng toll control al this 
tome due to the difficulty in obtaining the necessary sortware upgrades to provide the service . 

.)()CH 

The Commission finds that Tn·Co~mty Telecom intends lo provide Lifeline and Unk Up 
programs to quaJ,tymo customers throughout ,1s serv,ce are.i cons1Slent with state and federal rules 
and ord"rs 

XXIII 

The Cotrtmwton finds that Tn-County Tt!leeOm wn a<1ve11lu Ille iva1lability of the serviees 
suppotted by the federal urwersal service suppon mechanism and the charges therefor throughou1 
M !5e!w:e area using media of general dlslribullor, once each year The Comm,"oo further finds 
that If the rate for any of the services $Upp()(ted by the federal universal seNice suppon mechanism 
changes. the new rate must be advenised us,ng media or general distribution 

XXIV 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 214(e)(5), lhe Commsslon deS!gnares Tn-County Telecom's current 
study area as ,ts service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commlss,on has 1unsd1ct1on over lhls matrer pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1·26. 49-31, 
and47U S C. §214. 

II 

Pursuan1 to 47 USC. § 214(e)(2}. the Commission Is required to designate a common 
ca mer that meets tne requirements or section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

111 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 2 t4(e)(1}, a common carrier that is designated as an ETC is elog,ble 
to reoewe urwenaJ service StJPPOfl and shaU. throughout its service are.i, offer the servk:es that are 
supported by federal uoivers.al service suppol1 mechanisms ehhe, usu,g its own faalttles or a 
combina!IOo or ,ts own facifitfes and resale or ancther carrier's seMCes The carrier muS1 also 
advertise the availability or such services and the rates ror the seMCes uslng media of general 
d!Stributlon 
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IV 

The FCC has designated the rouowing services or funct,onalohes as those suppor1ed by 
reoeral un,versal s.erv,ce suppon mechanisms (1) vok.e grade access to the public sw,tehed 
ne,iwor11; (2) IOcal usage, (3) dual tone mult,-frequency s,gnabng or 11s functional equal, (4) sing le 
party s.erv,ce or ,ts func11onal equ,valent, (5) access to emergency ser,,c.es (6) access to operator 
services, (7) access to ,ntereicehange seMce. (8) acce" to d11ect0f)I an1Stance, and (9) toll 
hm,tahon for qualrfylng low-income consumers 47 C F R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As pan of l1S obl1gabons as an ETC. an EiC 1s required to maKe ava,lable Ldehoe and LJnk 
Up serv;ces to quahty,ng low-income consumers 47 C F R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

Tn·County Telecom has mel the requ,rements or 47 CF R § 54 10t(a) WIL'l the exception 
of rthe ability to offer loll control Pursuant 10 47 CF R § 54 10 I (I:). the Comm,ss,on concludes that 
Tn..County Telecom has demonstrated exceptional c,rcums1ances 1hat 1usttly granhng 11 a waiver or 
the requttement to otter Iott control unl1I December 31, 1998 

VII 

Tn-C',ounty Telecom shall provide L1re11ne and Lmk Up programs to quality,ng customers 
throughout ,ts service area cons~tent w,th stale and federal rules and oroers 

VIII 

Tn-County Telecom shall adven,se the aV'a1labll1ty of the services supponed by the federal 
unrv«sal seM ce suppon mechanism and the charges therefor usmg med,a of general o,stnbutlOll 
ooce each year If the rate for a,ry of lhe s.er.nc:es suppor1ed by the federal unnrersal seMce support 
mechani.sm :hanges, the new rate shall be aclven,sed uslng med,a of general d1stnbol1on 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(5). the CommiSSK>O designates Tn -County Telecom's current 
study area os ,ts seMce area 

X 

The Commass,on designates Tn-County Telecom as an ehg1ble telecommun,cahons earner 
for ,ts serv,ce area 

It ,s lhererore 

ORDERED, that Tn-County Telecom·s current stuoy area 1s des,gnaled as rts sel'VICO area. 
and ,1 is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Tn-County Tel&com shall be granted a waiver of the requtrement 
to o ffer toll control serv,ces unhl December 31 1998. and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, 111.11 To-County Telecom shall foOow the adven1S1ng reqwrements as 
hsted above. and ii 1s 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that Tri-County Telecom is des1gna1ed as an ehgrble 
telecommunicaltons camer for its service area 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Onlerwas duly enlered on lhe / 7 -dday of December, 
1'997 Pursuan1 10 SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days af1er the dale of receipt or 
failure to accept delJvery of the decision by the parties 

Dated at Pierra. South Dakota. lhls /-zdday of December, 1997. 

CERTIFICATE Of Sl!:IMCE 

Tt,e _...,..., ~ Cfflifft - -_,,.. ___ y_ .. _., ,_ .. __ ....... .,,I/lo-­
"" by I-01 "f fnl dna mM. on P<-'Y -a~m~~~-4-
e, &lftJL.-z<l'.rJ<'4rJ 

) 

0.. 141~/9.z 
OHICLAL SEAl 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
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