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IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY 
SPllTR-OCK PROPERTIES. INC. FOR 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRJER 

O' 

Public Utilities Commission of the Stale of South Dakoui 
l)A 1l 



TC97-101 

Splitrock Telecom Coopera tl'\•e . Inc. 
P.O Bo• 3'C9 • Garretson.SO 57030 

605/594·3'C 11 , 605/582-6:111 • Fu 60SIS!14~na 

Mr. William Bullard. Jr. 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pie rre, South Dakota 57501-5070 

Dear Mr . Bullard. 

J·me 18, 1997 

RECEfVED 

/9S7 

,~ 
;J 

Please find enclosed an original and ten copi es each of t wo 
filings for designation as •eligible telecommunications carrier• . 
One filing is for Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. and the 
other is for Splitrock Properties. tnc. 

If you have any ques~ions or concerns on either request. please 
do not hesitate to call. 

Encls. 
DS/ kf 



South D i k oti TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Publ ic U1ililies Commiuioo 

Smc C~pito l 500 E. C i pi1ol 
n.. .... , 111e t.i.c~ uMu Nii'lvi 111.tt llWI Com'llluloll hn roulvld lo, IN ptfiod or. .. 

Pie=,SD 57501-5070 06/13/ 97 through 06/19/ 97 
Phont": (800) JJZ· 1782 
Fu: (605\ 77J-JS09 

If you Mfll • c.ompkt .. copy or • ~ ll.alfd. ~ 1 u pn ~ oc rn.a.iMd co you. p1u._ ,onu,c, OdaifM MOlbO "¥'1'11'1,... l'i'vt c,.,y, of Uli1 1Ut119. 

DOCKET TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 
DATE INTERVEN'\TION 

NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY -
TC97-076 

Ap\)k:l!Don by Jou.mey Telecom lntemabonal, Inc for a Ce111ficate of Authonty to operal'e as a lelecommunlc.a!Joris comp~ny 06113/97 07/07197 
within 1/ie slale ol 5.>uth Dakota ISlatt TS/TZ, 

Ailplica!JOn by Calls lor LoA, Im: dib.'a en. lor a Certilicate ol .Authonty to operale as a telocommuf10C:<\OOns company wrthm 

TC91-091 
the state or South Dakota (Stall , TS/TZ} APl)licnnl seeks authonly to or1Qlnate and 1e1m.nate ·111trast111e, inlfaLATA and 06/17197 07(07197 
il'lterLATA calls of 1>u1,1ness and residential customers, to operate as a Trll\lel and Debt\ (Prepaid CaUng) Card rtl5'!Uer. and 
ro orowte COCOTJCOPT seMCe • 

~Don by Crystnt Commun,caoons, Inc. for a Ce111llc:eate of .Aulhonty 10 operate as a telecommulllCllllOnS company 'Mlhfn 

TC97,103 the state ot South Dakota (Stall TSm) Apptica nt socks aul/lomy to pul'lide local telecommunieatlons services and 06/19197 07'07i97 
i:ltororchange telecommunicallons scrw::es. The Al>phc&nl WIii not offer any local tolecommunicat>ons serv,ces '"1/un a Rural 
Totcnhone Comonnv HMCe area ....U.out seei,w, seoarate Commlswn outho""-

Applrca!IOII by Ountek::o. Inc tat a Cero!lcate of Au1llollly to ope1ale MI telccommunicatrons company ..,,thin 1/ie state ot South 
Dakota (Stall TSITZ) Applicant ·mrends to subscnbo to and resell all to1ms ol lnter-erchango and lntra-i!~hange 

TC97,104 telecommw,,c;ations wrw:es 1n tne slate ot Sou1h DakOIB, lndudorlg IOcal dial tone serAces. Message T elep!!one Sel\'lce Wide 06/19197 07107/97 
Aleo Telephone Sell/ice WATS-lib soMCeS, foro,gn exchange seMce, private bnos. be lint$, access service, cctlular sMw:e, 
local swrtched servicP and other seMOes and facil,t;es of communicalions common ciffieli ai\d olM @nllties • 

RE.QUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

tntrnSlale Telcpho<le Company, Inc pu,suant to 47 U.S!C 214(e) and , 7 CFR 5'.201 hereby teel.s deslgnaoon .:s an eiJgoblo 
telecommunications earner wntun lhe local exchange a.roas that ccnstJtute IIS acr.\c.i area on South Dakota ln1Ti1Sl1t0 
Telephone Com~ny Is 1/ie racwties-based local exctiange earner piesently providing local exchange telecommunlcnons 

TC97,077 sc,rw:es In u,e lollowwlg exchanges In Sooth Dako!II· Bllldley (78'). Casdewood (793), Clark (532). Florence (758). Hayti (783), 06/13197 07/07197 
Lake Norden (785), Waubay ce,n. Webster (345) , WIiiow Lake (625) and Bryant (628) lntrastale Telephone Company, to 
AS ~o. cs tJ10 only carrier todoy prOYICling locnl exdlangc telecommunica:k>ns seMCH.., 1ho abOve idenbfiod n change 
ao~3$ iStaN HBll(CI 
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lnler.ilato Telocommuna110ns Cooperattve, Inc. pursuant to 47 Us C 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 h, 1et,y seeksdes,gnatiOn 
as an ollglblo tolec:ommunlcobOns carrier Within tho local eichange areas that con.s111•,1u its service area In Sou!~ Oakoto 
inlel1tllt T 1ltcommuNC11bOns Cooperallvt rs the lacilibes-based local e,cnang• earner putsenlly P<O\'ld,ng local o , cnange 

TC97,078 telecommun1CA110ns seMCes ,n the lollcr.w,g et c-hanges ,n South Dakota Gooo-.w, (795) Clear Lake (874) Gary (272) 
06113/97 07/07197 EsteJline (873) , Branen (876), Astor10 (832), Toronto (794), West Hondrk:ks (479), Elkton (S42), Whne (629) 8rooltin1Js Rural 

(693) Sm1tl (826) NundilJRuUand (586) Wtntwollh (483) and cnwer (489) Interstate T&lecommunicatiOns Coopetall\le 
to tis knowledge iS the only earner today pr<Md,ng local e1,11ange 1elKommur11Cati0n1 service, on the abo',e oelenttfied 
ecchanoe areas (StaN H81KCI 

WestRNet Cooperauve Telephone Company pursuant lo 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seekl des,gnatiOn as 
an olog,ble lolecommun,catoons earner Within the local •~hange areas that const1tu1e 11:S HMC:e a1wa on South Dakota w ... ..i 

TC97--080 
RNor Tolepnone rs thO la~ loco! eichango corner 1><osenUy p10Viding local eichnngo telocommurwc:atiOns ,sell/ices 

06f16197 07/07197 111 ine 1ono..vig ucl\anges 8eon {244) Buffalo ('.l7S) Camp Crook (605,797) and (406-972) l,14!adow (71111) and Sorum (866) 
WM! RM!! T olephc(,e to cs~ is lne only c.ar,..r !Oday pr!Mdlng local e1change telecommunouliOns seMCe, ,n the 
above identifiOO eachanne 11eu !Stall HBIKCI 

Sta:olrle Tel<!communral110ns Inc puf'iuan110 47 USC 21'(e) and • 7 CFR 54 201 neret,yue~s des,gnabon as an et,g,b!e 
telecommumcauons came, wrth111 tho local o,cnar,go areu that conSIJlute tts seMCe area III South Dakota Sta1.el.rle ,s 111e 

TC97,081 lacd1t1H·bU5e<I local e1chan9e carrklr p1esenUy p10Vld1no local e , ehnnge 1elocommun1Catio111 SOMCes ,n the followtng 06/16197 07/07197 
e•cnanoos NeweO (456} NISiand ~7) and Lemmon (605-374) and (701 376) Stateline. 10 '1S knowtedge rs Ille only earner 
IOdav local 11tcharv,e telecommumcatiOn"S HMCH'" tne at>ov& idenbfled ercharv,e areas !Stan H8.1<C) 

Accent Communle:aboni Inc pursuanl to 47 U S.C 21 4(~) ~nd 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks aes,gnatiOn as an ell(J•bltl 
,~1ecommunoeati0n1 earner WltlWl the local erchang1 areas 11111 cons~tute dS seMce area Accent rs the laoi,tn b.ti.e<S 

TC97 0113 e.rllange earner f)lttsenUy f)IOW!ff',g IOC11I ,,changce 111ecommunoeaboll1 'lllJ\1Ces '" Ult lollO'Wlng e , ct>.ingt-s Bristol (492) 06 t "'97 07t)7li1 
Oo1and (635) Freaellek (3211), Hecla (994) Norm Hocla (701 1192) and ,.1e11en~ (11871 Accent 10 1~ knowfu<Sge ,s 11111 only 
carnet IOd~Y orcr;,d.11<1 fOcal e,chan<H! telecommurwcabon~ semc:es III the abo,e idttnbl.e\l e,enanne area'I !Stall HB CH, 

James V.illc,y Coop,orauve Telephone Company pursu~nt to '7 USC 214(t) an<I 47 CFR 54 201 hereby see~, dHiQnatiOn 
as an elog1bli, telecornmunlcollOns earner W1\h111 U>e local o.chonge aroas that con-s11tute "s selllicu ~,ea ,n South Oali.ota 
James Valley Coos,er11t,ve Telephone Comp,iny IS the laalilles based e,cnange carnl!I Pl~n!lll't picmdlng local e,chang@ 

TC97 oa, te:ecommUNCa!IOM. &eMces in ihe following e,changes on South 01~01a Andover (299). Cl11emon1 (294), Columbt11 (396) 06 rnw 01'07:91 
Collde (381) Femey (395). Groton (397) Houghton (885) an<J Tunon (1197) James Valley Cooperawe Telephone c .. mpany 
to rt, li.nOWIO<lge rs tn• only earner today p,01/ldlng IOCJI e_,change telecommuNCallOns leMCei '" the above idenlrfied 
e• t hange areas !Stiff HB-1CH'I 

Heartland CommunieallOns Inc pursuanl to 47 USC 21 4(@1 and 47 CFR 54 201 he,01>y see~ do..gnallOn us an el,g,blt! 
lelecommunoeatlQns cainer ""11\rn the IOcal e•change I JdJ 11111 consblute a sen.,ce 110 on Soulh 01i o11 Ht ·'11ana 

1c91 oas Communc.iliOnS • 1111! t~-b.1~ toe.II e,enang.; carnu, p11,1enUt p1ov,c14111 local e-.cnang~ 1elecommun.cai.ons Sl!MCes 06 1 ·111 011)197 
,n I/lo tollow,no e.changos rn Soult, Oa, ota Pluno/OO<ldos (337) HeaJll~nd Cornmun,eauons 10 ~s li.nOWledge IS the only 
cam,,r lodav nu,vwl- toc;,I ", rhn- P telecommunicaoon• ~rwtt in th" aboV" idflntM<I " ' ' hann~ a,~~• 1Sh•lf HS 'CH) 
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Midslato Telephone Company, Inc. pursuanl 10 47 U.S,C. 214(e) end 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks dnsJgnabOn as an eJ,giblo 
tolecommuroc:alions carnei wllwl the lo<:al exchange aron !Im c:onsllM8 a seMCe a rea In s.outh Oakotu Mdstale Telephone 
Company is tho ~ local exchange carrier 111esontly p(cr,,dJnO loc41 orehango tolocommunicauons soMcos in 1h11 

TC97,0116 lollO-Mng orciulnge, lr1 Sowlh Dakota· Academy (726). Oelmonl (779), Ft Thompgon (245), Gann Valley (293). Ktmball (776) 06/17197 07/07197 
New Holland {243). Pullwana (804), S!lc:kney (732) a'1(1 WIiiie Lake (249) Modsiate Telephone Company. loris knoWledge, 
is lhe only canlel today p,Olllding loc:111 exchange tolocommuoica1J0111 •er«es fn tho above idenu11ad e1chango areas (Sta If 
HBICH\ 

Baille Telecom Coope1at111e pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designabon as an t'IJO!ble 
lelecommunlcallOl'IS canier _... tho local ercilallgt areas that cons11tu1, ils &eN!ce arH Ba hie Telecom Cooperawe " ltre 

TC97.0ll7 facH1~e$-based local n change earner p,esently prCMdlng loc:al erc:nano• ltlecommu™"liOns sel\liees in the k>IICl'M/lil 06/171117 07/07197 
exchat10es Sallie (529) end Crooks (S43) Bailie Telecom Cooperatlvt. lO Its knowtedge, e the only earner today P,OllldlnO 
local erchanne telecommunicallOns sl!MCH in the above ide11btied ewc:ha.nno areas ISlilN HBll(Cl 

East Plalns Te lecom. Inc pursuanl 10 47 U S.C 21, (e) aod 47 CFR S4 201 hereby .eeks deSignabon as an ebgil>le 
telecommunlQiliOns ca1ner wrthin the local uchallQe arus that conS111u1e IIS ullliee area. Eost Plains Tetecom. Inc: 1$ ths 

TC97-0118 facihlies-baHd loc;il exe:hallge carrier presently p,ovidtng local e•challlJe telecommunlcations seMCM in the follOWlnog 06117197 07/07197 
ei c:hanges Akeslor (934), Hudson {934), and Easl Hudson (712·9&2) East Plains Telecom,, Inc . loots knowtedge, ,s the only 
earner IOdav ' ·,~, IOGal erc.tiaMe telecommunlcatior;1 selVices In the above ilanntled1 u change areas (&1111 HB/KCJ 

Westem Telep/lone Company pursuanl to 47 U.S.C. 214(1) and .r,7 CFR S4 201 hereb)! seeks deslgnabon IJS an eloble 
tolecommunlcations earner v.t!iin lhe local etehange 11ten that cons!IIUle Is seAice uea in Solllll Oa~ota Western Telephone 

TC97 -089 Is tl!e tacillties-based local erchange earner presently ptCMd,ng local exchange telecommurucaliOns sellllces In Iha fotlov,lng 06/ 17197 07 ,07197 
exchanges: Cte,ban:I (324), Faulkton (598) and Orient (3912) Weslem Telep/lone, to tis kr>owtedge, is the only earll<ll today 
D<Ovidiftn local e1channe telecommunicabOns seNlces in the above ldenbfied u chaMo areas (Staff HB/KC) 

Stod<holm-Sllllndburg Te lephone Company pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hero.by seeks dos,gnaDOn as 
an ellg,~e t.elecommunleadons carrier Within the local e,.change areas that consll!ute lb !M!MC& a1ea ln South Dakota 

TC97 090 Stoekholm Is the fac::llltles-bued tocal «<Change c.irner ixesenlly prOllld,ng local exctiange telecommunicaliOns seMCes ,n the 
7 • lollowlng • •ehonges In South Dakota Stockholm·SUaodbUfg (876, ReVlllo (6231 atd South Shore (756). Stockholm. to ,ts 06/l 197 o7t07197 

knov,4edge. is the only earner today l)<Olliding local e1chan,ge talecommunic.lbOns seMCes in the above idenbfled n ch.ango 
L..---t-=•:;.;•e::.:a:;::s_...,IS::.:ID:::N.:..·..;H.::811(:::;.:;C::.:).__ _ _ _ ___________________________ -f----l----
r · -

Kennebec Telepllono Co pursu1n1 lo 1.7 USC. 214(6) 11\d 47 CfR 54 201 l\iieby seiiks d011gnnlion as an eligible 
telecommunic8b0ns carrier wilhwi the local 111change areas that consbtute its ser,ice area III South Oa)cota l<ennot>ec 

TC97-092 Tolep!,ono Co. 15 the faal-.besed loeel u chango carMJ pi11senUy piovld1ng local exchange lelecommunicabOns seN\ces 06tl81117 07/07197 
,- !he following erehanges; Kennebec (869) and P1""10 (895) Kennobee Telep/lone Co . 1.0 ilS lrnowlodge, s the on!y carnet 
lodav 0<0l/tdl= local exchanoe tefecommunlcalions seMCes in the above Identified e·1chanoo areas (Slillf HBICH\ 

Jefloraon Telephone Co , Inc. pursuant to C7 U.S.C. 214(a) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby Meks des,gnallon as nn olfgible 
telecommunlcabons carrier "'1Wn the loc;il erchange ateas lhal conslilute ilS serke a1u in South Dakota JaNerson 

TC97.093 Telephone Co,, lne ,s the lacllr0e$,l>8Sed local eachanoe earner presently P10I/ICf1ng local exchange telecommuniUtx>ns 06/1Ml7 07/07197 
seMCfl In lhe lollowlng tnchanga: Jellerson (966) JeNorson Telephone Co. tnr . torts lmowtedgo. ,s the only comer todav i 

n1o\lld""" loeat e1channe l'elecommunlca""ns scri.,c:es In rhe above k1en~lled 01r.hanne Plerts /Staff HBICH\ I 
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TC97 -09• 

TC97 095 

TC97-098 

TC97 097 

TC97 098 

TC97 099 

Sully 8uttos Telephone Coope111wo, Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214(e} an(l 47 CFR 54.201 hereby !leeks do!lignntion as an 
elglble telecommunca!lons earner w,lhln Iha local 111, hongc a,01 Ulat ,onJ~tuto 11$ serv,c;o orea Sully Bunos TeloPhone iS 
the ladhties-,based local udlango carrier p,esently p,CMdong local e, changt telecommuNC11lO~ serv,c;es III u,e tollow,ng 
eJd\al',ges We$! Onida {264) HCchcoc,k (266) 5-(436) To~oy (« 2) Onau (447), Wen,ngton (4511) Langford (493) 
ROlhoft (537), TulaJe (596) Hlghmole (1152), Harrolcl (1175) Ree He9hts (943) Hoven ( 9411) Blunt (1162) and Eu1 ONda (973) 
Sully Bu· in Telephooo, 10 a kl>OWlodge IS !he gj'1y c orrlor 1oduy Pfo'lldlllO tocat et changC" 101ecommunocabons 10rw:e\ u, the 
a-o IC!en~ftoo e,,chonoo arou (S1aU HBICH 

Venture Commun.ocauons Inc pursuant 10 47 U SC 214(e) Ind 47 CFR 54 201 hereby see~s des,vna!lon u an elotJ!t>le 
leltcommunoca!lons earner Wllh,n Ille local 41,change ateu 11141 conslllUte 4S seMCe area Venlure Communocllbons" 111e 
1ac,h11e .. bau<1 local e• change c:arner p,esen!ly PIOWllll(J local c.c:hange telecommun1Cauon1 sen,,ces ,n tne rouow,ng 
e,chun11cs Onida (2511), BOWdle (2115). RO$COO ( 2117) Pierpont (325) Bnnon (44 8) , Bnttoo NO (701-443) Roslyn (48-5), 
WM61nQ!~• Spmg,, (5311) Selby (849) Genysburg (785) and Lebanon (7811) Venture Comrnunic~uon, torts l nl1Wledge IS 
tne onlt c:arner loday prowMg local e1chang111etecornmunoc11110m seMCn ml/le ilbovi! idenofloo e., cnana~ Jrns (Stall 
HB,CH 

SANCOM Inc C)u!l.uilll to &7 USC 214(e) and &7 CFR 54 201 nereby ~eei.s cie5,g111bon iJ• an tl,gble leleeomrnun.caacm~ 
c;irrll!r wttllcn tho locut eachange aroas 111a1 constrtute rts seNlce aroa 1n Souin Oakola SANCOM 111ne tac,111111, baseo local 
a, cttange earner prowntry prcr,ong local exehan(le telecommuncallOn• seMCes In t/10 following o, changes on South Oakota 
Wolsey(&al) Pa!MIOn (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOM to a k.nowfcaclge IS lht only earner todlly PIO".nding local e• t Mn<Je 
1tlecommun1Call0n:S nMCes III Ille al>OYil ldent,Aec, e,Change iut•s ~ (Stall HBICH 

Sanborn Telephone Coopera11ve pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(e) and , 7 CFR 54 .!01 nereby uvks ll05'Qf)lb0n u an ehg:ble 
lelecomrnunaboM carrier .,,,u1m Ille local 1",n11nge areas 1h11 con11rtu10 qs seMca, n,1111 "' Soulll Oakolll Sanoorn 
T elepllOn\< a u,e la<*M!s ba~ tocat e, cnange carrltor pursenoy pcov\cl,ng local e, cn1ng11 telecommunteabons .,,,.. tti ,n 1/11, 
roflow,ng e• ci\anges 1n Souu, Oakol.1 E111an (227l Ml Vernon (236). le1'11er (2411) ForeslbUrg (' 95) A/1i,s,,, (527) 
~et (796) and Al!X'NI (849) Sanootn Te:ept,one to 11s l<nOwlcaclgt IS l/le only earner 1od,y prov,cu,g 1oe11 e, nang~ 
telecommunte:abona seMCes in lhe al>OVe lC!enlll>ecl • •Change areas (Sta11 HBICH 

BerOllord Muo,opat Tolepnooe Co purwan110 47 USC 2 14(e) end 47 CFR 54 201 1weby ~ek1 ddsignaoon os an ehgibte 
1tlt,ommunie11110o:J earner wttllill lho local eatnan,go areas lhal consUtute «s '81Yiee area In SoUlll Oal«lta BetHlcld Tel 
os in. laCUIH-based loall e• chJnge carri.r Pftsently PfOWk>II toc11t e• change telecommunoc.ioons serv,c;es III t11e rortow,ng 
e1ch1nge Be1es1ord (763) S.r1t1lord Tel 10 «s vio-..ccac1ge IS Ille only ca11,er today PfO"°"'II loc<II e, ci\ange 
telecomrnun .. abons lt!M<:ff 111_tl\11_abe>Ve lde_n_~(i<ld ~,Chang~ _are_a! _ (S1a11 l:i!J;1<C 

Roberti C®"IY Tefel)h()n4! Coop,!11111',/e ~lJOn 1)C.lr1'1311t to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR s, 201 noreby 1ee~• do111gnouon 
as an • llg1ble 1etecommunlea110ns car~er - r "I, .ii eachonge areas lh&I con:slllute rtS strwe atea RobertS County 
Te1epnone CooperaM A»oaaoon rs Ille racil~ llitseo 1oc, 1 e,change earner prttently prC)Wj.ng local e,Change 
to~IOnS MMCes on 01A1 IOllo,w,g uchllngon 110f1/I Ncrw Effington NO (701~3') New Elflngton (1137) and ClJJ t 
Cr1y (852) Robell$ Counly Telephone Cooperawe Auoaa!lon to 111 l<nowle<lge IS the only earner today prow,,ng local 
e• C"h•nn111olt1communienb0ns '"@es I!! 1he AbO.-e ldM~fff!<I e1ch1Mo nrea1 1Sta,N HRl1<C 

PAOE 4 OF 6 

06'19'97 07/07197 

06119197 07/07/97 

06, 19191 07/07197 

06 1997 071()719 7 

06 1997 07/07 ,97 

06 19 97 0707-97 



TC97-100 

Tel7- 101 

TC97-102 

TC97-10S 

RC Communlc11tions, Inc. pu~uant to , 7 U.S .C. 21 4(e) and 47 CFR s, .201 hereby seeks de,ionaoon as 1n eligible 
tolecommunlcaiions earner ....uwi the local ollChar>ge 11ees !hat COMlibJte ~ senko area RC Communlaitions cs Uhe laallties
bascd local exchange earner p,ttently p,~ local exchange telocommurnca1>0ns seMCes In the folio.,,(r,g >0•dlangot 
Nonh Veblen. N O (701 -634) . Wilmot (938), Peever (932), Veblen (73&) •"!I Summil (3911) RC Communlc:allcw, to tts 
knowledge, Is the only earner today p,0Vld1ng lo..al exchange telecommunications utvices in tho above idenbflod oi change 
areas (Staff: Hl!IKC-

Sphoock Propert>&s. Inc pursuant to , 1 U.S.C. 21 , (e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby aeelcs dHign,oon a$ on eligible 
telecommunlcallons carrier Wllhln tho local uchange areas that constitute f!s MMC:e a,ea ,n South Dakota,. SpWoelc 
Ploperties, Inc. ls. the facitt!ies-baSed local exchange carrier putstntly providing IOClll etehange IA!lecommunieallOns aenlices 
h the following •~changes In South Oakotll HowardiCarthagli (772) I nd Oldham/Ramono (4$2), Splitroek Proper1ies, Inc: . 
to 1ts knowledge, Is the only carrier today p,owfing loail exchange telecommuOIC8rlons seMCes In tlie above ldenb~ 
exchange areas. (Stat!. . HBll<C-

Spliroc:lc Telecom Cooperatr.,e, lne. pursuant to , 7 U.S.C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 5-4.201 hereby steks deslpnation as 1n eligible 
telecommunications carrier within tho loe11I eichango areas that cons11Me its HMCt area. Splibock Telecom Cooperawe. 
Inc ls the facililies-bawd focal c~i.:hange canlfer p,eunUy 111ov10ing local erc:h.ange telecommunlcallons seNlc:H In the 
following exchanges· Brandon (S82) and Garretson (60S.S!M) and (S07-S97) . Sp/,lrock Telecom Cooperawe. Inc •• 10 Its 
knowledge. Is the only c.irrier today provlcling local exchange te1ecommunlca6ons sen.~ es In lhe above ldenUlled exchange 
areas. (Staft. .1'1:Bll<C 

Tri-County Telecom. Inc. pursuanl to , 1 U.S.C. 21, (e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby seeks descinarlon u on eligible 
telecommunlca6ons carrier wlthln the local ox:ch.ange ereas lhat conslJMe its, seNice area In South Dakota. Tri-Counry 
Telecom. Inc. is the facilrties-based locel exchange ca1nor piesenUy piowting local exchange teleconimunlc:atio.ns u.n.ice9 
1n the folloYMg exchanges 111 South Dakota Clayton (82S) and Emery (443) Tri-County Telecom, Inc., to ii$ knowtlX!ge. cs 
the only carrier today providing locel exchange telocommunicat,oos services 1111.he above Identified exchange areas (Staff 
HBIC. -

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST Communications. tnc. fllod ror approval by Ille Comml$$ion tho Typo, Paging Agreement between KJAM Mobole 
Pag,ng and U S \II/EST. '"Thl5 AQreement was reached through IIOluntal)I negotiaijons wilhout resort lo medradon or artwation 
and Is submitted for apl)foval pursuant lo SoCIIOn 252(e) of the Communlcat,ons Act of 1934 , as amended by the 

06/19J97 

06/19~-

06119/97 

06/19197 

TC97-079 I Telecommunications Act ol 1996 _KJAM Mobile Paging and US WEST funher request that the Commission a.pprove lh1S I 06116197 
Agreement without a h earing and Without allll\Wlg lhe Intervention or other panies. Because this Agreement was reoched 
lluough YOluntary negobatlons. l does not raise Issues requiring a hearing and doe. .. not concern olhe1 partes not a pan or the 
negodabons. ExJ)O(fi!ious approval would runher llle. pullllc_lntere.si; 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Communk:arlons filed tanlf sheets that remove references to exchanges tlllt have t>tien $Old by U S WEST The 
TC97-082 I sale was &lfoCIIVe June 1. 1997 In addition, lhls filing Includes some t8X1 cha.ngos and clean,up herru1. US WEST hAS I 06/17197 

regue$led an e!l'eciive date of June 1. 1997, ror this fihn9 (S1a!t· OJl'CH 

PAGE 50F6 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

NA 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I East PlalM Telecom IM; o" Juf!e 11 1997 I NA I NA 
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Public Utilities Uonunission 
SWt Caphol Building. :SOO Eat Capi10l /\ve11uc. Pierre. South Oakoo S7.SO l•5070 

October 1, 199 7 

Mr. Ridlard D. Coit 
Exe<:utive Di«letor 
SD/TC 
P. 0 . Box57 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE: Eligible Telecommunications Carrier application, TC97-101 
Splitrock Propertles, Inc. 

The above-referenced applfcatloo has been revlew1ld by the staff of the Public· Utilities 
Commission. The following addrtional lnfonnation j s needed in order for the Commlsslon to 
consider this appl1C11tlon 

1, Pursuant to 47 C F R. 54.101(a){4), single-party service or Its functional equivalent must 
be made available by an Etigible Telecommunications Carrier (,ETC) to receive universal 
sennce support mechanisms. Does the above-referenced company have this serviee? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.405 and 54.411, Ufe'.line and Link Up services mus, be made 
avallable by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers. Does the applicant company, as 
referenced above, make these services a1railable to qualifying consumers? 

3 Pl.lase provide a venficallon by an authonud officer, under Oillh, to the Commission in 
which lhe applicant represents to the Commission that I.he lads stated in the Request for ETC 
DeslgnaUon and the response lo dat• request nos. 1 and 2. above, are INthfUI. 

Pleue respond byOclober 14, 1997 Upoo receipt of this ,nformatlon, it will be evaluated by 
stall and the matter wtfl be scheduled for c:onsider:ation / the Commlssion Thank you for 
your auenllon to this matter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Karen Cremer 
Staff .O.ltomey 

cc Harlan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAl(OTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE :) O~DER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATf.LINE TELEC,OMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97.Q68 

TC97--069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-083 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-084 COMPANY ) 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-085 
) 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) TC97-086 
) 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE ) TC97-087 
) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM', INC. ) TC97-088 
) 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-089 
) 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE ) TC97-090 COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TeL.EPHONE CO., INC. ) TC97-092 
) 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. ) TC97-093 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) TC97-094 INC. 
) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-095 
) 

SANCOM, INC. ) TC97-096 
) 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97.017 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TElEPHONE CO. I TC97~8 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. I TC97-100 
) 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) :mar.at 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR lNDEPENDf;NT TELEPHONE ) TC97·113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT I TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY I 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY I TC97·115 

I 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-1 17 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97·121 

I 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TE.LEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. OIBIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/8/A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RJVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELC01 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota PubllC Ulllrttes CommiSSIOn (Comm1SS100} rec:eived requests from 
the above captioned telecommun1cat1ons companies r,equesllng designation as eligible 
telecommumca11ons came,s 

The ConvniS5IOll elecltonlcally transmitted nollce of the filings and the intervent ,on 
deadlines to 1nteres1ed md1v1duals and ent1t1es On .June 27, 1997. the Commission 
received a Petition to lntetVeOe from Dakota Tetea>rM'1unlCa1 Systems, Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) with reference to Fon Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15. 1997 at its rogulany scheduled meet,ng, the Comm1ss,on granted 
cnterventcon to DTS and OTI en Docket TC97-075 No other Petchons to Intervene were 
hied 

The ConvruSSIOO has JU(lsdcdlOO ove< this matte, pursuant to SDCL Chapte<s 1-26 
and 49-,.31 . 1ndud1ng 1-26·18 1-26-19, 49-31-3. 49·31 -7, 49-31-7 1, 49-31-11, and ,47 
USC § 214(e)(1) through (51 

The issues al the lneanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captioned 
telecommurncattons companies should be granted des1gna11on as ehg1ble 
telecommumcatcons earners and (2) what service areas shall be eslabhshed by the 
Convmss1on 



A hearing shall be held a1 1 30 P M , on Wednesday. November 19, 1997. m Room 
412. State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It Shall be an advers.iry proceeding conducted 
pursuant 10 SDCL Chapter 1-26 All par11es have the nght to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These nghts and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
If not exercised at the hearing If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Doos1on WIii be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, If any, dunng the heanng ex a Final DeC1s1on may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the heanng the Commission WIii consider all eV1dence 
and lestimony that was presented at the heanng The Corrvn...sion will then enter F1nd1ngs 
of Fact. Conclusions of Law, and a Fml Decision regarding this mailer As a result of this 
hearing, the Comm1ss1on may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunicallons C(Jmpantes requesting des1gnat1on as an e11g1bl& 
teleoommunicat1ons earner, and the Comm1ss1on shall estabhsh ~'3IVIC8 areas for ehg1bte 
tele<:amlurucations earners The Cortvniss10n's decision may be appealed by the par11es 
to the state C1rQJ1t Coun and the state Supreme COUr1 as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place speofied above on 
the issues ol whether the above captioned telecomrnunlcaUons companies should be 
granted dos1gnat1on as ehg1ble telecommun1ca1Jons earners. and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for ehg1ble telecommunications carriers 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1hl1es Act. In,~ heartng IS being held Ill a 
physically acceu1ble 1oca11on Please contact the Pubtte Uhhhes Comm1ssl()('I at 1-800· 
332-1762 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing If you have spoc1a1 needs so arrongaments 
can be made to accommodate you ,;j 

Dated at Pierro, South Dakota this 7 d 1y of November 1997 

0.. lll"M""*' ... .., '*'"'" ..... --l'lot-MfVod loeloy_ .. _ 
of record 11n Un ootltt. • • t.'lltd on lhe oocut 
- ..... II)':«-..... , ,., ..... " ......... :=7~ Off .. ._::;_ CNt9H 

By :,/.tlilii/)~,rj 
o.,,._ ....... tl./,_1-'-f/_._lJ..,,...J_ 

new. SUoL 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Commissioners Burg Nel$0n ar.o 
S~nfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Execubve Director 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

2 S 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 

RECEIVED 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE , 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l 1 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS, INC. 

S ANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNIClPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 

13 RC COHHUNI CATI ONS, INC. 

1 4 SPLITROCK PROPERT I ES, I NC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE , I NC. 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELECOM, INC 

17 FAITH MU~I CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TE LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BR I DGEWATER CAN ISTOTA I NDEPENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

21 ONION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOP£RA7:VE 7E LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

23 

2 4 
KA DOKA TE LEPHONE COMPANY 

BROOKl NGS MUN! CIVAL TELEPHONE 
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1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMMUNICATIONS I NC . , D/B/~ 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNICATIONS 

I\ COOPERATI VE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS CO. 

6 US WEST CO MM UNICAT IONS, I NC. 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 
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1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 
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in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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2 

25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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2 

3 

s 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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2 

3 

)2 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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2 

J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 



1 

2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 



66 

l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 



73 

1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

77 

require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 
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~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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TC97-101 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO\tM1SSION 

OFTHE STATEOF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THF. MATTER OF THE REQUEST ) 
OF SPI.ITROCK PROPERTIES. 1/liC. ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ) 
EUGIBLf,! TEtECOMMUNl CA TIONS) 
CARRIER ) 

REQUF~',T F OR ETC 
DESIG "IA TION 
DOCKET TC97-

RECEIVED 

1. 1997 

P. 1 ~ PUBLIC 
1£ ~ "MISSION 

Splitrock Propcruc.~. lllC'. p11r5u:1111 10 47 UnHcd S1a1c, Cv.1 Section 214(e)and 47 Code 

or r-cdcml Regulauon'> Sccuon 54.201 hereby t.«ks fmm the Public Uuhu~ Comm1ss1on 

("Comnu..\~ion") dcs1gnauon ~ an ··chgibk tclccommumt"llllO~ c.unci" within the !Ol,nl 

e.11chllllgc aren., that con,titulc 1u. .cn·icc: are,1 in South D.tkOl..t In iuppon or this request. 

Spliuock Pmpcn ics. Inc. offer,; ~he: following· 

I. Pur.uruu 10 47 U.S.C. § 214(e} it i, the: Comnu"ion·, rcsponssb11i1y 10 designate local 

c.11changc earners C LEC,·1 ~ 'eligible 1dccommumcn11ons crunc~" ("ETC~"), or in other 

words. to dctc"f1Tlinc which LECs have a~umcd um,..e™11 ,c:Mec obbg-,11100_. con.~btc:nt with the 

federal law and ~hould be deemed el igible to rccc1,·c 1cdcral unhcrsal suppon. At least one 

ehgjblc telecommunications c-11mcr ll! 10 he dc!.1gna1cd by the Ccmumssion for cxh service area 

in the State However, 10 the cnsc of are~ served b) "rural telephone COQlpaitlt;S", th!: 

Commi~~1on may not <1c.,1gnatc more than one LEC lL' .in ETC without fi~t finding 1ha1 such 

add111onal ~ 1gontioo would be in the pubhc intcrcq_ Under 47 CFR ~ S4.201. beginning 

January I, 1998. ooly tckcommunic.u1= camel'\ that h.1,'C received dc.~i!Jnauon from the 

Comm1~\1011 to :.c:rve a, an chi;1blc tclccommumca11on, cWTicr v.11hm 1heir ~J'VICc :uca will be 

eligible to rccdvc federal uni,·coal ,en·1ce ,uppon 

'.! SplilfOC:k Propcnit", Inc I, the (3e1l11ics-ba,cd loc.ai cxclmngc: earner presently 

pn:w1d1ng loc.tl eAchange tdccommunicu11tm, 'i<:rv1cc in the ronov.mg exchange., in South 

Dako1 .. 

I lowanl/Cunh~i;c 

Oldham/R:!moou 

(W~1-n: 

(605),,411:! IXNll'il 

/. 



Splnrock Propcruc,. Inc 10 ns kno-.lcdge 1$ the only <.-.,mer !()day pllwithnll, IOC'.il 

ciu;hangc tdccommunic:auons ~1~ m the nbove identified cxclungc urea.. ... 

3. Splitrock Propcruc:s. Inc. in accord with 47 CFR & 54.101 offer., the following kicnl 

exchange tclecommunicauons i.cr.•icc., to all consumcn, throughout it\ ,;crvicc area: 

• Voice grade accc~s to the public switched network: 

• Loc;,nl ex.change service including nn amoont of foe:,J lLWj!C free of per nunute chnrgcs 

under a flat rated local scr.icc package: 

• Dual tone mulu-(requency signaling: 

• Acc~s to cmc.rgcnc:y .crvice.\ such .u 91 I or enhanced 'JI I public 54:.rvic~; 

• Acce\s to opc,r.uor :service~; 

• Access to inLcl'CJlcha:ngc service: 

• Ac1.-c.~s 10 directory a&ds11111CC: nnd 

• Toll blocking service ro qualified low-income coru.urneii.. 

As noted abo,•e. Splitmek Propcmcs, Inc. docs provide coll limnu1,on M:f\'1<:c m the fonn 

of roll blocking 10 qualifying c:on_,umcr,. however. the addiuorul roll Um1u11io11 scr.u:c of .. , 0111 

control'' as defined in the new FCC unhcNI sc_rvice rules (47 CFR § 54.400(3)) i~ not provided. 

Splitrock Propcnics, Inc. " not 11wolJ'c tluu any local cxcbnngc currier m S0u1h Dakota has a, 

current capability to provide ,uch :,crvice. The FCC gnve no indic.irlon prior 10 the rclell>C of ib. 

univcrsnl -.crv1cc order (FCC 97-157) that 1011 conuol would be imposed a., an ETC scr.'1cc· 

requirement and, 10 our mf<>=auon nnd belief. as a result. LE~. nnttonwidc are not positioned to 

make: the: scr. it-c immed1utcly U\'llllnblc. In ordc:t for Splitroc.k Propcmc.,. In.:. to provtdc the 

'.\Cn>kc. adchuonnl usage trocking und ,tor:tgt i.':tl)Jbililic, \\·111 li:n'c to be m.,tallNI m u~ IOC'.il 

~witching cqu1pmcnt. Al minimum. 100 ,crv1,-c require.< a ,w11ctunj! \l>flwan: upgrade and at thh 

umc Splirrock Pmpc.mc.\, loc a, mw,1ii;;11mg and aucmpun!' 111 dc:1cnn1n<: whether the nccc~ary 

i.ohwarc ha., been dc\'clopcd .. ml wh,•n II m1i;ht bcc1111Y: ·" .ulahlt-



Acrordingly. Splnrock Properties. Inc •~ faced ,.~,h ci ~poonal c1rcumslllnccs 

concerning II\ nbiltty 10 m.ik,c 1hc wll conirol «n·1cc ava1lahlc .. , -.c1 fonh m the:- Fee·, uni\'cr.al 

SCf\'iC'r rul~ and mu~, rtqucst :i wal\·cr from 1he req1un:mcn 1 10 provide such :service. Al tlus 

1,mc. a wawc, for a pcnod of OTIG year 1\ tcqUC'tcd Pnor 111 llw: end of the one year period. 

Spbtrock Propcmcs. loc. will n:pon back 10 che CollllllJ Mun v. llh ~pc.-cilic i.nfomu11on indic111img 

when I.hf: nccc,"W)' network upgrade, can be mlldc. and the ~f\'1cc can be made U\>3.ilablc to 

a:.'lq lo"' income cus1orncl'$. 1nc Commi•\1on may p1or-elly gr.mi a wal\U from Ilic ··1011 

control" requm:mcnt purs-011T11 to 47 CFR 54 IOl(c) 

4 Sphtrocl: Properties. Inc. has prc,·1ously and ,. ,II con11n~ to 00\'crtl.\C 1hc availabili1y 

of 11, loc::11 cl'.clllutgc !>C.fVICC!, in rncd1n of gcncrul dl\lnllution throughout the ochangc areas 

scn-cd Pnor m uus filing. Sphtrock Propcrucs. Inc. ~ n.oe gcncrnll) 3th~ru~ the pna:s 

dwgcd for all or the abo,-e-idcn11ficd service,. It will do -c going forwurd in accord ,. ilh :1111y 

~pcc:11ic rufrcriis1ng sc.:indasds ihni the Conuru..,,1on m:iy dc .. i:1r~p. 

S Ba..scd oo the forcigomg. Splitrock Properties. Inc. re,pcctfu.lly request that the 

Comm1ss100: 

(al grant o. 1cmporary wwvcr nf the rcqu1rcmen1 10 pro,·1dc .. toll control .. ~rvicc o.nd 

{b) grant an ETC c:h:.s1gna1ion to Splnrocl: Propcn ics. Inc co\"cnng all of the local 

ochangc arcin !hat coM1i111tc 1L, pre.en! =vice o.n:a m the Sllllc. 

Outed 1hi\ ...LL day of June, 19•)7 

Sphuock Propen1c~. Inc 

Doti Snydc"· ficncrJI l\fanai:cr 



~ 

Karen Crell\lJr 
St aff Attorney 

RTIES, INC. 

Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol Avenue 
Pierre. SD 57501-5070 

P.O. Box 349 • Ganetson, SO 57030 
6QS.S94·3" 11 • Fax 605-594-6776 

Howanl 605-772-4644 
Oldham 005-482·9644 

October 13. 1997 

RECEIVED 

UL I I " 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBUC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

RE: Eligible Telecommunica tions Carrier application. 
TC97-101 , Splitzock Properties, Inc. 

Dear Karen. 

In response to your October l. 19!1'7, letter of request for 
additional information for the above- referenced application is 
the following information: 

ou••tion 11 . Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54 .101 (a)( 4). single
par ty service or its functional equivaient must be made 
available by an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) to 
receive universal service support mechanisms. Does the 
above- r e ferenced company have this service? 

Ans-.:er t o Question t l. Yes. Splicroclt Properties. Inc. does 
provide single-1),lrty service to all its customars •,ii.thin 
Splitrock's locaJ. exchange service area. 

Qlleatiou 1:2 . Pursuant to 47 C. F . R. S4 . 405 and 54. 411, 
L1teline and Lin~ Up services must be made available by an 
ETC to qualifying low-inco~e consumers. Does the applicant 
company. as refe ranced above, !"Nlke these services available 
to qualifying consumers? 

Answar to Question 12. Splltrock Properties. 1nc. currently 
offers Lifeline .uio Link Up local service discounts within 
its axchange are.as. Beginning January l. 1998, the programs 
will be offered under new terms in accord with the FCC 
rules. 47 CFR §§ 54 .400 - 54 . 417, and any PUC decisions 
concerning imple:mentacions of the expanded programs. 

~••t 13 . Please provide a verificatio by an authorized 
officer, under oath. to the Commission in which the 



applicant represents to the Commission that the facts s tated 
in the Request for ETC Designation and th( responoe to d4ta 
request nos. land 2. above, are truthful . 

Response co Request t 3-Verificacion . · Don Snyder s. being 
f irst duly sworn. states that he is the General Manager of 
Splitro<:k Properties. inc. for the respondi ng , arty. that he 
has read the initial ETC application and the toregoing, and 
the same are true t o his own best knowledge. information and 
belief.· 

Don Snyd rs. 
General Manager 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATEOFSOtrrHDAKOTA ) 
)!>!>. 

COUNTY OF MrNNEHAHA ) 

On this the 13th day of October 1997. before me. Mary Schreurs • the 
undersigned officer. personally appeared Don Snyders, who acknowledged 
himself to be the General Manager of Splitrock Properties. a corpo.ration. and thru 
he. as General Mllllagcr. being authori7.ed so to do. ~cculed the foregoing 
iMUUment for the purposes therein conffiioed, by signing the name of the 
corporation by himself :l!> General M3rutger. 

lo wi1.ness whereof I hereunto set my hand and officiul seal. 

J) la,•, , ..,J I fi~it.1J 
' Notary Public 

W..t.Y f. S04ll\al 
~. .av >~. C, -i,.,.. ~ . 1 lllt 

Ml CcRe I MM llpw .. ,.... \ ... 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTlLITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
SPLITP.OCK PROPERTlES, INC. FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINQ.,NGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-101 

On June 19, 1997, the ,Public Ut1h1res Comm,ss1on {Comm1ss100) received a request for 
deslgnatJon as an eligible telecommun.cat;oos earner (ETC) from Splitrock Properties. Inc. (Sphtrock 
Propert,es) Spi,ttock Properties requested designation as an effg,ble telecommumcallons earner 
wilhtn lhe local exchange areas that constitute its service area. 

The Comm1S$l0n electronically transmitted notice of the filing and lhe intervention deadline 
10 lnlerested ind1v1duals and en1,1tes No person or entity filed 10 mtervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Comm,ss,on set the heanng for 1h1s matter for 1 30 p m on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room ~ 12, Stale Cap,tol, Pierre, South Dakota 

The hearing was held as scheduled. At the he:anng, 1/l.e Comm,ssion granted Spl,trock 
Properties a one year wa- ol the reqwement to p,ov,de toll control servlee Within rts serv,ce area 
At its Oec:embcr 11, 1997, meeting. the c.ommssoon granted ETC designation to Splrtrod Properties 
and designated 11s study area as ,ts service area 

Based on the evidence of' reoonl, lhe Comm,sston enters ihe fotlowing Findings of Fad and 
ConcluS10ns of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 19, 1997. the Comm1sS10n received a request •for designat,on as an ETC from 
Sphtrock Properues Spl,troc:k Properties requested designat,on as an ETC w,th,n the local 
exchange areas that constJMe ,ts serw:e are:i Splrtroclt Properties sen,es the lotiow,ng excha!'lges 
Howard/Carthage (772): and Oldham/Ramona (482) Exh1bo1 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e){2) . the Commission ,s required to designate a common 
earner mat meets the reqwements of see1,on 214(e){ t ) as an ETC for a seMCe area designated 
by the Comm,n,oo 

Ill 

Pinuam to 47 USC § 21.4(e)(1). a canmon earner that ,s designated as an ETC ,s ellg1bte 
to receJVt urwersal se,v,ce suppon and snatl. throughout 11s service, area. offer the services that are 
supported )'f federal uOtVetsal servtee support mechanisms either using 11s own l aohties or a 
comb1na1Jon of ats own faoJltre-s. and resale or another camel's services The earner must also 
adven,se the ava1tabilrty o f such serv,ces and the rates for the serv,ces using med,a or general 
dmnbutlOn 



IV 

The Federal Commun.,cauons Commission (FCC) has designated the following services or 
fundionalrtJes as lhOse supported by leoerat universal service support mechanisms (1) voice grade 
aocess to the public swrtched rietwolll; (2) local usag.e; (3) dual tone multf-frequency signafing or 11s 
luncllonal equal, (4 ) single parly service or its lunci1onal equTvalent; (5) aceen to emergency 
services, (6) access 10 operator services: (7) access to lnterexchange service; (8) access tc, 
directory au[stance; and (9) toll !imitation lor qualifying low-income consumers 4 7 C F .R. § 
54.10!(a). 

V 

Ats pan ol its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available UleUne and Link 
Up seMCes to qualifylng low-1n<:eme consumers 47 C.F.R. § 5'4.405; 47 C.F.R. § 54.-411. 

VI 

Sphtrock Propenies offers voice grade access to the public switched netwolll to all 
consumers throughou1 its service area. Exhibit 1 

VII 

Sphtrodl Propenies offers local exchange service including an tmou.m of IQQl u.Hge fi'Ml 
of per m1nu1e Charges to all consumers throughout ,ts service area. Jg. 

VIII 

Spl,troek Properues olfors dual tone multt-frequency s1gnalmg to all consumers throughout 
1ti servloe area Jg 

IX 

Sptrtroc:k Propen,es ofler3 single parly servtce 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area. 
Exhibit 2. 

X 

Sphtroclc P,oper11H offers access to emergency sen11ces to all consumers throughcut its 
service ,1rea Exh1L11 1 

XI 

Spittsoc:k Prope,ties otler-s access to operator seMCeS to all consu"TlefS throughout i ts service 
area Ill 

XII 

Splrtrodc Propen,es otters aocess 10 mlerexchange services to all consumers throughoul its 
service area 1ll 

2 



XIII 

Splilroct Properties offers access 10 directory assistance lo all consumers throughout 11.s 
service area 1,g 

xrv 

One of the serv,ces requ,red to be provided by an ETC to .,ualtly!ng low-income consumers 
1s toll lim1tat1on. 47 C,F,fl § S4.101(a)(9) Toll 11mrta1ton consisls of both toll blocking and toll 
control 4 7 C F.R § S4 400(d) Toll control ls a service that a'tlows consumers to specify a cer1'a1n 
amount of toll usage that tnawbe tne:um!d per tnO<llh or per btillng cycle 47 C.F R § S4.400(c). Tell 
bloddng ,s a sel'l!Ce that leis consumers elect nol to allow the complet.on of outgoing IOU calls. 1.7 
C F.R § S4 400(b). 

xv 

Spli1rock Properties afffl<$ IOI blocking to ail consumers throughout its service area, Elch1bit 
1. 

XVI 

Spli1rock Proper1ie$ does not currently offer toll control. Ill In order for Splrtroclt Properties 
to pnMOe tOII control. additlonal usage traQlng and storage c;.apablli1ies wall have to b:o installed 1n 
rt.s local switching equipment. Splltrock Properties is ai1empting1 to determine whether the necess.ary 
software has been developed and when it might become available Isl. 

XVII 

Sphllodt Properties Slated that it is faced with excophonal c,rcumstancu concerning its 
abrhty to make toll control seiMCO available and requested a one year waiver from the requirement 
to pt"Olnde such service Ill Pnor to tho end of the one year p;eriod. Splitroclt Properties will repo<t 
back lo the COmmisSiOn with specific ,nforrnalion Indicating when the network upgradu can be 
made in order to prov,de toll control, Ill, 

XVIII 

With respect 10 the oblogabon to advertise the ava,tabdrty· of services suppor1ed by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those services u~ng media o f general 
d1Slnbu1Jon, Sp(illodt Properoes stated that it adver11ses Ille availability of i1s local exchange servtces 
in med:a ol general d1stnoot1on throughout ,ts service area. H'owever. SphllOdt Properties has not 
generally advert,sed the pnces lor these services Ill Sphtrock Propert1es slated Its intention 10 
comply w,th any advertising standards developed by the Commission Isl 

XIX 

Splitrodl Propertios airrently otters Ufoline alld Unk Up Hrvi~ <11~11l$ In ,1, e,KCl\ang,es. 
Emlblt 2 Splitroc:k Properties win offl!f the Lifeline and Link Up service discounts In all of ,ts serv,ee 
area beg,nnrng January 1, 1998. In accordance with 47 C.F.R. §§ S4.400 10 5' 4 17, lnclustve, and 
any Commfssion imposed requirements. Exhibit 2 

xx 

The CommissJon find'S tha1 Spliltock PropertJes currently l)(OYldes and will continue to provide 
the followtng services or functionalrties throughout i1s service area· (1) voice grade access to 'the 

J 



public switched networ1<; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multl-fre,quency signaling; (4) single-party 
service; (5) 9cc;ess to emergency services: (6) acc;en lo operator seMces; (7) access let 
interexcnange service; (8) access to d1rect01Y ass1.stanoe; and (9) ·toll blodung for qualifying low
income consume.rs 

XXI 

The Corn,russ,on fonds that pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § S4.101{c) it will grant Spfitrock Propert,es 
a waiver of the requirement to offer ton control services until December 31. 1998 The Commission 
finds that ex<.,iptional circumstances prevent Spll trock Properties from providing toll control at thls 
time due to the d iffoculty In obtaining the necessary software upgrades to provide the service. 

XXII 

The Commiu lon finds that Splitrock Properties intends to provide Llfellne and Link Up 
programs to qualifying CUSlomers lllroUghout its service are.a consistent with state alld federal rules 
and orders. 

XXIII 

The Commission finds that Sp1r1l'Ock Properties shall advertise the avallabllity of the seMces 
supponed by the federal uiwersal service support medlanism alld the charges therefor throughout 
rts sefVice area utillg media of general distribution once eacn year. The commiuion lurU!el' finds 
that ti the rate fo, ll('rJ of the seNlc:es supported by the federal universal service suppon mechanism 
changes. the new rate must be advertised using media of general d istribution. 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5). the Commission designates Spfltrock Propert1es·s cumin;! 
study area as ttS service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsdfction over this .matter pursu•nt to SOCL Chapters 1-26 • .(9-31 , 
and 47 U.S C. § 214. 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C § 214(e)(2). the Commlss..,,, Is required to designate a common 
came< that meets the requore~nts of sectk>n 214(e)(I) as an EJC for a service area designated 
by the Commis-sion 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 214(e)(1), a COITVTlOC'I earner that 1s du,gnated as an ETC Is eligible 
10 l1!0elY9 UIW1!t'S8l .serv!ce support and shall. throughout Its service area. olfer the seMCe-S that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms erther uwig tts own facil!tles or a 
comb1nat10n of ,ts own flCltttl<t!S and resale of another came(s services The canier must als.o 
advertise the avallabillty of such services and the rates for the serv,ces us,ng Media of general 
d1stnbulion 



IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or funct,onahUes as !hose supponed by 
federal universal service suppon mechanisms (1 ) voice grade 3ccess 10 the pubt,c SWllched 
network, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mullHrequency signaling or ,is func11onal equal, (4) single 
pany service or 11s functiona l equ1valen1. (5) access 10 emergency services; (6) access 10 operator 
serv,ces. (7) access 10 ,niereJtehange service. (8) access :o d irectory ass1s1ance, and (9) loll 
hmr1a11on for quahty,ng low-,ncome consumers 47 C F R § 5-4 101{a) 

V 

As pan of ,ts obhgalions as an ETC. an ETC ,s required lo make available u fehne and Link 
Up serviUs to qualifying low·ineome consumers 47 C.F.R § 54 405; 47 C.F R § 54.411 

VI 

Sp/ilrock Propenies has mel the requirements of 47 C F.R § 54 101(a) wrth the excepllon 
of Ille abihty 10 offer toU conlfiOI Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101•c). the Commlss,on concludes that 
Spbtrock Properties has demonstrated exceptional a rcumstances that 1ushfy granting 11 a wa ... ,er of 
the requirement 10 offer toll conltol until December 31, i998 

VII 

Splltroek Propen,es shall pro111de !.ifeltne an!I Link Up progra_rns to qualifying customers 
throughout rts service area consistent wil h state and federal n.iles and orders 

VIII 

Sp,rtrock Propen,es shall advenrse the ava,1ab1hly of lhe services supported by the fed<eral 
urwersal service support mechanism and the charges therefor using med,a or ger,eraJ d1S11J.D1Jl 1on 
one& each year. 11 lhe rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate shall be ad11ect,sed us,ng media o f general d,stnbut;on 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214{e}(S), the Comm,ss;cn duif1na1es Spl~ Prope!'ltes's eunrent 
study area as ,ts serv,c,, area 

X 

The Comrmss,on designates Sphlroek Properties as a,n ehg1ble telecommurucauons earner 
for 11s service area 

11 ,s therefore 

o Rn ERED. that Spt,trock Propect1es·s current slucfy ai ea ,s designated as ,ts service area. 
and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Sphlrodl Proper11es shaU be granted a waiver or lhe requiremen1 
to offer toll o:onirol services unhl December 31, 1998; and 11 ls 

FURTHER ORDERED. lhal Sphtrock Properties shall follow the adven,s,ng requiremen1s as 
hsled above. and ,t ,s 

5 



FURTHER ORDERED, that Sphtroclt Properties IS designated as an ellglble 
·telecommunications earner for its service area. 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

Pl.EASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly entered on the 17 cl day of December, 
1997 Pursuanl to SDCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days alt.er the date of receipt or 
failure to accept delivery of the deos,on by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this /J~ay of December, 1997 

6 



SPUTROCK 
PROPERTIES, INC. 

BilJ Bulla.rd 
South Dnkoca Puhl ic U1ililies Commission 
Stlltc Capi1ol Building 
500 Eait C:ipitol 
Pierre, SD 57501 

~ar Mr. Bullard: 

RECEIVED 

DEC , 2 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

December 17. 1997 

Pursuan110 lhc FCC's Lifeline und Link Up ruleli. pl= find r.uachctl 10 thL~ lcncr Spliirock 
PropcmcI, lne. ·s filing for :i Ufclinc nnd Lin'k Up irnplcmc:nuuion plan. Alw onochcd WI 

"Exhibit A"' is a copy of the S0u1h Oak!\la Public Utiliti~ Commission's Fmnl Order and 
Decision: Notice of Decision du1cd November 18, 19')7. is.,ucd in Docket TC97- 1SO. 

rr yoo ~hould hove any qucMHln.~ or need additional informotion. pl= feel fw: 10 give me a 
cull. 

PO. Boa:349 

Phone 60$-59'<)411 



RECEIVED 

DEC ~ l 1997 
SOUTH DAKO 

LIFELCNE AND LINK UP PLAN UTILITIES coJ~.~UBLtc 
OF SPU1'ROCK PROPERTIES, INC. SION 

The Splt1flx k Pro11er11r~. lnr. ,uhm11~ 1h1~ plan pur~unnl 11, -17 CFR § 54.-10 ICd). 
Sp/mock Pmp.-rurs, Jnr.. has been de_~1gnaml a., an chg1blc u:lc::cornmu111ca110~ earner by 1hc 
Soulh Uako1n Public U1il11ic, Commission ("SDPUC') am!. ~ ,uch. mw,1 make l..Jfchne :uid 
Lmk Up ,erv1c:c u,·111lablc 10 quahrymg low-mcomc: con~unicl"\ :., -cl lonh m 1hc Con11111,.,,ion':
Fi110/ Order ,md D.-cuion; Notice of Emry 11/ /Jrc1Jim1 timed November 18. 1997. i,(ucJ 111 

Docket TC~ 7-150 (In the Maner of 1hc lnve,umuion in11, 1hc Lllfchn11 und l.111k Up Progmm,). 
which is anachcd a, Exh1b11 A. and con,1slcJ11 wnh 1hc cri1nrn c,mblL~hcd under 47 CFR §§ 
S4.400In5.1..117. anclu,ive. 

A. I rl!ncral 

I. The L1fchnc and Link Up program, a.,M,1 qual,ficd lnw-mcomc con.,unK'r- by 
providing for reduced mon1hly clmrgc, and reduced conncc11on charge, for locul 
1dcphonc \CrYl<.'C. The asS1\lantt upplic, 10 a ,ingle 1ckphonc · line al a qu:ihhcd 
con~umcr's pnnc:1pal place of n:.s11Jcncc. 

2. ,\ qualified low-income consumer 1s 111ckphone ~ubscnbcr who par11cipal~ m al lea.,1 
one oflhe following pubUc assistance prog.mmJ.' 

"· Medicaid 
b. Food S1nmp~ 
c. Supplcmc .. ial Security Income (SSI) 
d. Fedcrul Public llousing Ass1"ancc 
c. Low-Income Home Energy A'-\l~lnncc Program (U lcAPI 

:\. /\ 11ualificd low-income consumer " chg1blc 10 n'Cc1vc c11hcr or bolh l..Jfchnc amt 
Lmk Up :l\.\lMam:c. 

4. Spl11rtx:k Propt'mt.r. Im:. will advcnisc the (tvutlab.ilH) ul Lifolinc and LinJ.. p 
\Crv1cc< nnd 1hc charges 1hcrcfon: u.\lng mcdi,1 of general di,tribuuon und in accord wnh 
an> rul<'\ 1ha1 may be developed by lhc SDPUC for apphcauon 10 ehg1blc 
1clecommumcauon, c<.uncrs. 

S. In add111on. SplllrO<'k l'rupert1e•J, lnr .. a., rcqu1r<.'tl b) nc Fm11/ OrJer and Dtc1.1io11; 
No1er" of 1-:mr. 11/ LJ.-c 1<1(J11 of 1h,:, SOl'lJC CExh1hi1 i\J. ,..,,If 1nJ1ca1c an u·, nnnu:J n:pon 
1111hc SOPUC the: number of ,ub~-ribcr, w11hm i1 ', scrv,cc nrcu rccc1-'mg L,rclmc a.nd/or 
Link llp 11.-..\l,1ancc. In add111on. 1h" 111forma11on w,11 be pnw1ded to tile! Una,·cNil 
Service Adm,n1,11uu,·e Company ("USA("') 

6. lnfomuu,on a, 10 thc number of consumer.. quahfymg for Lifeline and/or Link Up 
us,1~w.ncc cannot currco1ly be provided by SJJl•trtt<k Pmreruc,~. lnr . bccnu.sc 11 ha., no 
[ICX,'C!-" 10 the govcmrm:n1 infom1ation nece.~.uy 10 de1cnmnc huw m:.JJy of 1b 1clcphone 



,ubscnbcr, arc pamcipa11ng in lhc above referenced ruhti,; a."a-tancc progr.tnl,. W11hou1 
1h1~ mfom1a11on. SplllrrKk Pmpertic.r. Inc cannot pm,•1dc, al tin, tune. even a rcn,om1hh: 
CM1mn1c of the numlxr of i1, ,ub~nbcr~ who. uflc. fonU.tr) I. I '>911, w,11 be ~-c:" 1ng 
L1fchnc Jnd/01 L.mk Up ...:rv,cc. lnfonn:11ion a., 10 lhe numh,•1 of lb lo,Hnco1111., 
, uh"-'nhc"' qu:ihfymg for Lifeline w1d/or Lmk lJp can be prm 1dcd after apphcn1ion, lctr 
L,fchnc and Link Ur t"'"t:mce have been received by .'i11li1mtl. />r(lpa llet /11c 

7 In accord wnh 1hc SDPlJC', Fm,,/ Order mul Dui:rnm, No11u <'] 1:·m0· of Decnum, 
Sp/mod . Pm11rrt1r1. /111· w,11 mnkc orpt,cahon funm o,a,lnblc tti ull of 11> cx,,ung 
rc,1dcn11al cu,1orncr,. Ill all new Clll,IOmcn, when 1hcy apply for rc"dcn1ial loco,f 
telephone: ~rv,cc, .iml to Qlhcr person~ or entities upt>n l11eir re'loc,L 

B. f.ifeline 

I. l.1fchnc: ..en 1cc mean, a retail lo.:al ,erv,cc offcnng lor .... 1ud1 tiuahficd lnw-incl'.>nt.: 
co~umcrs p.iy :educed clmrg~. 

i l.Jklmc ~crv,n· include~ 1•oit:c gratli: acre~, 10 lhc public "' llt hcd ncl\loork. local 
u-.,gc. dual tone mult1 -fn:4ucncy "gnalmg or its functl()nal c<1u1vnkn1, ,mile-part) 
..en•1cc or u, lunc11<mal cqu1valcn1, occe~~ ro emergency wrv1ce,. occc,s tc) op,.-nuoir 
-cn•,ce. . .iu:c,, to 1n1c:rcxch:mgc \Cl'\'tcc. nc.:c" IO lfir«llll)' a"i-11an,c. unll hlll 
h 11111 a II on. 

3. Qualified low-income subM:nbc~ arc n:quircd to submit an application form m order 
10 rl'CC1vc Lifchnc ,rvm,. In applying (or Lifeline =iMancc. the ,uh<enbcr mu~t ,cntf)• 
under pcnahy of per,ury 1ha1 they arc currently particip;umg m a1 tca.,L one or the 
quahfymg pubhe :i,_~i,Ulncc progr:uns listed in Section A.2, ntxwc. In tldd111on, the 
,ulhcnbcr nm\! agree lCJ not ify Sp/itrl)(/.: Pm/Jtrtlts, Inc. u,Jien 1hey cc;L\C p:utic1pJtmg in 

1hc qualtfymg public as.-istllllce prog.r.un(l>). 

4 TI1e lotiil monthly Lifeline credi1 available to qualtficd con,un1er- h S5 25. Splitrc><-k 
Prrl11ut1es. Im· ,hall provide lhc credit to quali fied co~umcr., b} .1pplymg the fcd<:"rul 
ba.\Clinc ,upport :unounl or S3.50 10 w.uvc 1hc consumer·, federal End-U~r Cornmor:i 
Lmc charg,c anti applyrng lhc additional authorized fcdcrol ,uppon amoom of S 1.75 n., a 
l'Tl!dtl 10 the con,unicr· , inua,true local 11Cl'\1icc rule. Tl'C federal bll5Chne i.upport .unoun1 
.ind oddJ1ion!tl ,uppon avai lable, 101nling SS.25. l>hall reduce Spl11~k Pm1µ,r1i~s. /11r ':, 
lowe..t tariffed Cor 01herw1sc (!enerally aVllJlable) rcs1d<tn11:il tJlc lor the :.erv1,-c,, h~ted 
ulJo,e m Sceuon 8.1 Per the nunehcd SOPUC Flm,t Onlrr a11J l)t'cl$u111: Nottrr ,,f 
Emry of Ocr il1tJ11, 111,c: SDPUC h:t, .1u1hori1.ed mtru.,rntc r.uc rctlucuon,, for eligible 
1elccornmumcu11on., CWTiers m:ikm!: the addi11onal federal ,uppon amount of Sl.75 
nvailnblc. lnc SDPUC dill noi e.,1ahl"h ;i ,1aie Lifeline progrwn 10 fund nny further ralc 
n:ducuon,. (Exhibn ,, • Findings of Fac1 VII anti Vtn: nnd Conclusion~ of uiw II and 111 1. 

S. Sp/11roc( Pm11er1i.-.r. Ille. w,11 nn1 d1sc,)nncc1 ,uhscrihe"' from 1hc1r Ufohnc bC1''tce 
for non-paymc111 of 1011 ch11rgc, unlc,, the SDPUC. pun,unn1 10 47 CFR ~ 54.401(h)( I ). 



ha,, grnn1cd Ilic company :.t w111vc.r from 1.hc non-disconnect requirement. 

6. Exccp1 10 the extent that Splitrod, PmptrtitS. "'" · has ob1.amc:d a waiver from tbc 
SDPUC pur)uant 10 47 CFR § 54. IOl (c). the company shall offer 1oll limi1.:nion to all 
qu· lifying low-income eoruu= when they suhsc:ribc to Lifeline :(Crvicc. If the 
~ub.cnbcr elects 10 receive toll limitnuon. 11101 service shall b,:come pan of 1ba1 
subscnbcr's Lifeline scrv,cc. 

1. Splitroc/c Proptrti1s; Inc. u.•ill not collflct a scrvic:c: deposit in order 10 1111lia1c Li rd inc 
.ervicc if the <Jualifying lnw-mcomc consumer volunwily ckcts toll blocking on thcmr 
telephone line. Howcn~r. one 11\Qnth's loc.il service charges mny he required us a.n 
.idvllll<:c payment. 

C. Link Up 

I. Link Up means: 

(u) A reduction in the ClbtOmary charge for ,commencing tclccommunic:itions 
service ror u inglc tc:.lccommunicntlons connect.ion al a con.ultlt'r's principal 
pince of ~idcnc.:. The reductiom shall be 50 pcrecnt of lhe CtL\tomary ch;irgc or 
S30.00. whichever is les1 ; and 

Cb) A dcfcm:,d schedule for payment of lhc cbnrgcs :1.<1.~d for commcncmi 
service, for which 1hc con.\umcr docs not pay in1crcs1. The in11:n:s11 c.hargcs no1 
a.~ to the c•>nsumcr sh!l.ll be for connection charges of up to $200.00 tluu ore 
deferred 10 n period no110 exceed one year. 

"' Chllrgcs :isscs.'ied for commencing scivice include WlY charges that :ue custom:iri!y 
:wc~sc-0 for conncct1111g ~ubscnocrs 1.0 the network. These charg~ do not include any 
permissible loCCUrity deposit requirement(. 

3. The Lmk Up progrum sh!l.ll allow 3 consumer to rc:ccivc: lhc benefit of 11:le Lin.I: Up 
program for a second <Ir ~uh~ucnt time only for ;i principal place of n:,~1dcncc wnh nn 
oodrc.\S diffcn:n1 from the residence oddrc:M a1 which the Link Up nssisuince ~ 
provided previously. 

Spli1rtx.k Pmpcrties, Inc. 
PO 8 0 11 J49, Gnrrc™>n. S0

7
57030 .,,., ... ,.,, ~ 

By d)tlt 
N:i 

l 



I: l '(Jtl b l T ",\'' RECEJVEo 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM1S~l0ND£c 2 z 1997 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ~ur,., DAKor 
I(/ TIES ,.. 4 PIJBL( 

IN THE MATTER OF TH E INVESTIGATION ) FINAL ORDER ANo 0MM1ss10Nc 
INTO THE LIFELINE ANO LINK UP ) DECISION; NOTICE OF 
PROGRAMS ) ENTRY OF DECISION 

) TC97-150 

N ,ts August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, the Pubhc UUhlJes Commission 
(Comm1ss1on) voted 10 open a docket concerning tho Federal Communicalions 
Cotnm1SS1011's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the L1fehne and 
Link Up programs. In 11s Report and Order, the FCC decided that 11 would provide for 
addit.1onal federal support ,n the amount or S1 75, above lhe rurrenl S3 SO level. However, 
,n order for a S1ate·s llfehne oonsumers to receive the add111ona1 S1 75 1n federal support 
the stale comm1ss1011 must approve that reduction ,n the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by lhe end user 47 C F.R § 54 403(a) Add1honal federal support may also be received 
1n an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from tne intrastate 1uristhd 1on, 
up lo a ma)(1mum of $7.00 1n foderal support 41 C F R § 5"1 <03(a) A state r.ornm1ss1on 
must me or require the carrier to file 1nforma1ton with lhe administrator of the federal 
universal servrce fund demonstrating that the earner's Lifeline plan meets the Cfltena set 
forth 1n 47 C.F.R § 54 401 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Comm,ss,on a l lowed interested persons and 
en1111es to submit wntten comments concerning hOw 1he Commission should implement tne 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs In their written comments, interested 
persons and en111,es commented on the following que.st1ons 

I Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate redoo•:,ns 10 allow 
conwrncrs ohgible foc Lifeline support to receive the addmonal S 1 75 in federal supeort? 

2. Whether the Comm1ss1on should set up a stale L1fehne Program to fund further 
rcou<:11ons 1n the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether lhe Commission should modify the· eX1st1ng Ltfehne or Lank Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission file or require the camer 10 file 1nforma1Jon w1u, the 
administrator of the federal universal service lund demonstraung that the carrier's L1fehne 
plan meets the cntena set forth 1n 47 CF R § 54 401(d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997 the Comm1ss1on set public he.anngs to receive 
public ccmment on the questions listed above The heanngs were held at the followmg 
times and places 

RAe!D CIJY Monday, October 27 1997 1 00 p m Canyon Lake Senior Cttol ens. 
Center. 2900 Canyon Lake Dnve. Rapid City SO 



e.t.EB.BE Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1:30 p.m . State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD 

Wednesday, October 29, l997, 9 00 am , Center for Ad111e 
Generations, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

At s November 7, 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as follows On the first 
issue, the Commission authonzed intrastate rate reductions 10 allow eligible con~mers 
to receive me add1t1onal $1 75 in feoerat wpport Wllh respect to the second i$SUO, the 
Commission decided to not set up a state lifeline program to fund further reductions at this 
ume On the third issue. the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and earners that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 50 reduction of local rates to low income customers age 60 and over The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules In addition. the 
Commission ordered that staff. In consultal1on with ~he earners, develop a standard form 
for self-<:er11ficataon: that these forms be sent to all of their cus1omers pnor to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new customers; and that tlhe carriers make the forms available 
to any person or enhty· upon request On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
earner be reqyired to file wi1h !he FCC the informatJOn demonstratfng that the carrier's plan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Further, that the carriers include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscriber-:: who receive Lifeline and Lank Up support 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs. the Commission makes the followmg Findings or Fad and Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current sta,e L1fel1ne program 1s referred 10 as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Link Up program is referred to as the Lank Up Amenca program 
The Comm1ss1on implemented these programs m the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its De::,s1on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued an Docket F-3703, to the Matter 
!21..1ru:J~.119a100 roto tmowmentahon of a Tetepbooe Ass1s1aoce Piao tor Soulb Dakota 
~stomers Exh1b11 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of u S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Lank Up Amenca programs tg at pages 1-2 

II 

lne amoun1 of TAP assistance 1s $7 00, S3 50 of which 1s federally funded, with the 
remaining S3 50 funded by the local telecommunications earner jg a l page 3 Although 
U S WEST was ouginally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund ihe program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up tha1 right 1n Docket F-3647..S. JD..lll! Maner of the Pubhc Ul!hties 
C.Qmlll!.$s100 loves11gat100 1010 the Effects of Ul!t.1986 Tax RetQJm AcLO.n..South Dakota 
Ul1!Jl1es Exh1b1t S In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of lhe hou:sehold 



must be cO years of age or older and parucrpato 1n either lhe food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exh1b11 1 at page 2 

111 

The Lmk Up Amenca program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to one-half 
or lhe qualifying subset1ber's telephone service conneC'lion charges up to a m8Xlmum of 
S30 00 1d at page 3 In order to receive Link Up assistonce, a customer must be 
rece1v1ng either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. musi no1 presently have 
local telephone service and musl not have been provided .elephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months. and must not be ::i dependent for feder a l 
incomt> tax purposes (dependency cnleria does not apply to lhose 60 years or age or 
older) ls1 The Link Up program Is funded entirely out o r federal funds 1.Q 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in.CC Docket No. 96-
45, ln the Matter of federal.State JQint BQaCQ on Universal Seryjce, adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal b aseline Lifeline support will 
be S3.S0 per qualifying low-mcome consumer with an additional S1 75 1n federal support 
11 the slate commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54 403(a) Add1t1onal federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-hall the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed S7.00) is also available. ts;t. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue 10 be a 
reductton in the telecommunications earner's service ccnnecuon charges equal to one half 
oi lhe earner's customer connection charge or $30.00, whichever 1s less. 47 C F.R. § 
54 4 13(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, 1f there ,s no state Llfehne or Link Up program, a 
consumer 1s ehg1ble for support if the consumer participates in one of the following 
programs: Medicaid. food stamps, Supplemental Security Income: federal public housing 
assistance, or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C.F R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and S!. 41 S(b) In addllion, 1f there 1s no state Lrleline or Link Up program, a customer 
must certrfy under penalty of pefJUry that the rustorne:r 1s receiving benefits from one or the 
programs listed above and agrees 10 notify the earner if the Cl.lstomer ceases to participate 
1n such program or programs Isl 

Vii 

The first issue 1s whether the Comrnrss1on shOuld approve 1ntrasta1e rate reducuons 
to allow consumers ehg1ble for Lifeline support 10 recei ve the addrt1onal S1 75 in federal 



support. The Commission finds that it shall aulhoo7.e inlr.astale ra te reduc11ons for eligible 
telecommunications companies prov,d1ng local exchange service lo allow eligib le 
consumers to receive the additional $1 . 75 ,n federal support. Thus. tile total amount of 
federal support 1s $5 25 per eltg1bte customer 

VIII 

The second issue 1s whether the Commission should set up a stale Llfeltne program 
to fund runher reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user. Tne Comm1ss,1on 
finds ii will not set up a state Ufeline program to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third issue Is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Llfellne program or 
Link Up program. With respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds tihat 
it shall eliminate the existing TAP program that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction or local rates to low income 
customers age 60 and C11/8f. The Commission further firnds. that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall fo llow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54 417 
The effect of following the, FCC rules and not ,nstiluling further state funded reductions is 
lha.t the FCC eligibility requirements and sell-<:ertificatlOll requirements will apply to the 
Sou1h Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form for s.elf
certificatlon. The carrier s shall send these forms to each customer prior to January 1, 
1998. The carrfers shall also send a form to each of their new cu,;tomers Finally, the 
carriers shall make tile forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue is whether the Comm,ssion should likl, or tt1 the alternative. require 
the earner to file inloonatlon with the fund administrator ~ 47 C F R. § 54.401(d) The 
Commission f!llds the carriers shall be required to file thlat information demonstrating that 
the canie(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that tho carriE!I' send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to ,ndude in their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Ltnk Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comm1s51on has 1urisdJCt1on over this matter pursuant io SDCL Chapter 49-3 1, 
speofteally 49-31 -1 1, 49.:31-3. 49-31 -7, 49-31 -7 1, 49-31 -11 , 49-31 -12 1. 49-31-12 2 and 
12 4. and 47 C.F R §§ 54 400 to 54.4 17 



II 

Pursuant 10 117 C F R § 54.403(a), 1he Comm1s•.ion authorizes 1n1ras1ate rat-e 
reductions for ehg1ble telecommunical1ons companies p1 ..1v1d1ng local exchange servtce 
to allow ehg1ble consumers to receive lh-e add111onal $1 . 75 1n ferteraf support 

Ill 

The Comm1ss1on declines to institute a state Lifehnu program to fund further 
redudlOllS at this ume. The ex,sllng South Dakota Lifehne and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S C §§ 54.1100 lo 54 41 7, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998 The Commission staff, in consullalion with lhe carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for sell-certrf1callon. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior lo January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form 10 each of U,eir new 
customers. Finally, the earners shall make the forms available 10 any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C FR § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the earners shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the earner send an 1nfocmatlonal ropy to the Comrmsslon The earners 
shall also be required lo include in their annual report io the Comm1ss1on lhe number of 
subscribers who receive lifehne and Link Up support 

ll 1s therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission authorizes intr.as1ate rate reductions for ehgi~le 
telecommun,cations companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support, and ,t ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, fhat the Commission WIii not set up a state Llfehne program 
to fund further reductions al this time, and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission shall eliminate the eXJst1ng TAP 
program, that the South Dakota L1fehne and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules: that 
the Commission statt, 1n ,consullat,on with lhe carriers, develop a standard form for self
cenificallon, that the carriers shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
January 1. 1998, that the earners shall also se'ld a form to each of !hear new customers: 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request; and 
It IS 

s 



FURTHER ORIOERED, that the earner shall file with the FCC the ,nfoonatron 
demonstrating that I.he earner's plan meets tho applicable FCC rules and that the earner 
send an ir:formational copy lo lhe Comm1ss1on The earners shall also include in their 
annual report to the Comnuss1on the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Upsuppon 

Dal .'d at Pierre. South Dakota, lh1s JJ' ti, day or November, 1997 

Tl• ~ -..,..., no,q ...., ... ""' w. ----~-·-"' '«.ofa n V'ft ciocLt(, a htied: on lhe o:x:bt ~ 
bl. .,., - .. bf""' de•-. .. ~ =n:c&:::;;~ 
a.,._. _ _.._l l-r/ ...... JR~f ...... 9 ..... 7,___ 

I l 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION· 

t, 




