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ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE TC 9 7 -o 9 9 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
MAit~ STREET • aox 197 • NEW EFflNGTON, SOUTH DAKOTA 67255-0197 
(606) 637•6211 • FAX: (606) 637·6302 

Mr William Bullard, Jr. 
Pubhc UtilitJN Commiss,on 
Capitol Ouildmg. 1 • Floor 
.SOO l!U.St Capllol Avenue 
Pimc. SD. 57501·5070 

Dc:ir Mr. Bullard· 

June l'J. 1')97 

RECEIVED 

JUN ' 1991 
sour,.. i)A !';'.l'\i 
UTILIT/E , CO• •~ rUB(tC 

,11ss10N 

Rol,crts County 1 ckphonc Coop,:r.11ivt' ~intion is enclosing a rcques1 for dcsillJl:UiOn 
ns on "chgiblc 1dcconunun1c:i11ons c:uncr" ("ETC") Roberu County Tch:pbcnc Coopn:ithc 
Assoc1auoo h3s .wumed uni,=J lo<'l"\'ICc obhgnuons for the :uc:i 11 Sc:rvc:$ lllld mect.S the critcri:i 
for fTC dcsignntion in nccordllllcc "ilh federal regulations, except for the requirement for "toll 
control" SC1'\1tc. Roberts County Telephone Coopc~1hc Assoc1:11ion. nlong w11h others in thc 
1ndUS1ry, is m the procdS of cx:immmg the ·toll ccnuol" is.sue: It is cccrt:im that the pro,uion of 
thu ..cl"\icc as oul11ncd m 1hc :ipphi::ihk f'CC rules "111 rcqum: j bc:cr.:r undcrstlllldinii of the 
FC("s 1ntcn1 rclauvc 10 "toll control• thnn .:_1ists I\O\\. o~ 10 1hc time: nc..-dcd In studying Md 
pro\ldmg the ·1011 control" scrv11:e. Rot,c:ru Counly Telephone Coopcniuvc As5oc1i1Uon t.S nlso 
cnclu,mi; lk:rc\\ith a n:4uc<-t for .11cmp.>~ \\:11,cr of the "toll control" 5cf\ 1cc n:qu1rc,mcnL 

l' l<>:isc conum mc with any 4u~t1ons you rn.iy h:ivc rci,:nrdin[l lhdc requests 

Y<>un. truly. 

'- Y~,J" ~ ~,v~ 
P:und.1 Hamngton if 
\bn.,gc,r 



S0u1h 0Jkou 
Public U1 ili1iC$ Conuni~ion 
Sme CJpuol 500 E. C"~pi1ol 

Pierre, SD 57501·5070 
Phone. (800) JJl-1781 

Fu : (1,CJ) 773.;g09 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS 
TM" Me lM t.~ ..tt)Ona Mf"W'Ke ftkngs th&l lM COfTW'IVQJon h.11 ,tc.fwd foe lhot pefiod of 

06/13/ 97 through 06/19/ 97 
It )OU M'f'd • comptt• copy of • Nino ruec,. o wtfn,,ghl ,a,wnwd, o, m.tlM'd 1.0 you.. p(.e• M c:ootM:1 o.wn. Kolbo wtlhih tt·ve My, of ud, Nw,g. 

DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC97-076 

TC97-091 

TC97- 103 

TC97-lll' 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Appi,calion by Journey Telecom lnternaoonal. Inc for a Cert11\cale of Authord)' to opernlc as a telecommunteabOnl company 
Within the stale ol South Dakota @lllf_ T 

ApplicabOn by Calls for Less. Inc d/bla Cfl for a Ce111fica10 of Authonty t.o operate as a telecommun,cations company Within 
the stale ol South Dakota. (Staff TSITZ) Applicant suks auth,orily 10 originate and terminate "intrutalo. ontraLATA and 
mterLA TA calls ol business and reMdenDal custom~rs. to ol)i)rato DS II Travel and Debit (Prepaid Ca Hog) Card reseller. and 
lo p(0111dl!~OCOTICOPT soMCe • 

Applo(:llltQO by Crysllll Communic.bOns. Inc for a Ce111f1ea10 or Authority 10 opera1e as a telecommunicabOns company Within 
the slalo 01 South Dakota (Stalt TSITZ) ApplJcanl seeks aulhomy to p<ollldc locul 1atecommunocat1ons soM<:es and 
inl1tt8lchango 1e~murkobonS SOMCes The Appllc:ant will not o tter any local tolocommunicaoons seMceswithln a Rural 
Tolept>One Company service area ....nllout~~eldng separate CommlSSion aulh~o,~ 

A!lpkalion by 0 1#\telco, Inc: '°' a c.,nibte ol Authoncy ID O!>Or&le a, a tolecommulliCations company wrthm the stale ol Soul/> 
Dakota (Stalt TS/TZ) Appt,canl ·,ntends lo subscnbc 10 and resell all forms ol lnler.e~change and intra-e.1chango 
tolecommunocaoons SCMCCS .-, the stalo ol South DakolB. oncluding local dlol tone seMCes. MtlSS1lg& Telephono S&MCe. WrtJe 
Alea TeCophone SeNice, WATS-like seMce$, lorl!<gn 11>changc seMCe, p(Mltll ltnes, uo lanes. access HMCe, celluta, service, 
local sw,tched so_""'o and other services und lacwties ol commurucaDons common earne_rs and 011>11:..e::.:n.:.:til>es:::·= ·-· ___ _ 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

DATE 
Fl.LEO 

06/13197 

06117/97 

06/19197 

06t19/9i 

1t1~1e Telephone Company, Inc pursuant !047 U.S C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks des,gnaoon u an eligible 
1elecommun1cat1or\S carrier w,th;n the local etchange areas ll>at constll\Jte lts se'VICe area In South Dakota. lntnistate 
Telephone Company ls Ille lacllitles-based local exctlange ea1ne r Jl(esently Jl(owltng local exchange telecommunications 

TC97-077 I soMCes in the loOow,ng e.changc.s in So<Jlh Dakotn Bmdley (78-4), COSl!ewOOd (,'93). Clark (S32), Floren•, (758), Haytj (783), I 06/13/97 
Lake Nordon (78S). Waubay (947). Webster (3• SJ, W~low Lake (625) and Bryant (628) lnttastale Telephone Company, lo 
cs l.now1edge, IS the ontyearril!l today prOOlding local e, ehango 1eJecommun1Catlons seMCes In lho above !denbfied e>'change 

Stoll HBJI( 
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INTERVENTION 
OEAOUNE 

07/07/S, 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 



lnlorstato Tolccommur.caDOnS Cooperalivo. Inc pursuant 10 47 U.S,C 21• (• ) and • 7 CFR S• .201 hereby seeks de51gnaben 
as an eligible telecommunlcabens earner within tho local e1change art'n~ that conslrtute ltS ser'lice area 1n South Dakota 
Int~ Tel~mmunocabens Cooperawe 1S ih1 la~t>ased local e.1ct1ang1 carNr presenUy p,owu,g local e,change 

TC97,078 telecommunicabens 1eMCH ,n tho follO'Mng e·, changes in South Dakota GOOCIWW\ (795), Clear Lake (87• ). Gary (272) . 06113197 07/07197 
Estelllno (873) Brandt (876) , Astona (832) Toronto (794), We,t HondrockJ (479) Elkton (5• 2), Whrte (629), Broolungs Rutal 
(693), Sinai (8.26) Nunda/RuUand (5~) Wentworth (• 83) end Chesler ("39) lnte1$1ato Telecommun,c;acons Cooparal!Ye 
to 115 knowledge d lhe only earner today p,owl,ng ioc.11 e,ehange telecommunocabens :M?rw:es on the • bove lden~f.ed 
1uchanoe areas (Stall HBll<Cl 

WestRNer COOl)efallve Telephone Company pursuant 10 , 1 US C 21, (e) and , 1 CFR S. 201 hereby ueks dHIQnabCn H 
an~ ttlecommun!Cabons earner 'Mlhln lhe local u change areas that constitute lb stMCe area rn South Dakota Wer.t 

TC97-080 RNor Tel•phone ,s lhe ~based loc:al ei change earner 1><esenuy prowl.ng local e, change telecommurncnons serw:es 
06/16/97 07I07197 on I/le folloloMg eldlanges Boon (2"'), Bulf!IIO (375) Camp Crook (605-797) and (• 06-972) Meadow (788) and Sorum (86e) 

West RNef Telephone torts know1edgjt ,s lhe only earner today prowlrng local e,change tetec:ommunoca~ns serw:es III the 
abo\e ldenllfled elt hanne areas ISi.iii HBIKCI 

Staiollne Telecommunocnons Inc pursuonl to , 1 US C 21'(o) arnl '7 CFR s, 201 horeby seeks des,gnatlOn as an elrg1ble 
lelecommun!Ql!lons earner w thln lhe ~I er change areas lhlll cons~1u1e 11$ HMCe area on South Da~ola Srate"'1e IS u,e 

TC97 081 taeoht,es•Dned local e•change earner presenlly p10\'ldong loc:al e,cnange telecommunocalJOns ~•rw:n on the IOllOWV>o 06. 16197 07,07197 
1i1changos N,-wen (456), Nstoncl (257) and Lemmon (605-374) and (701 -376) S10101ine, 10 rts knowledge, IS lhe only came, 
lodav o,ovldinn local e1channe ltlecornmunlcabens scNices In ·u,o above idenbfled e1channe a,eas 1S1atf HBIKCI 

Accent Communoeauons Inc pursuant to , 1 USC 21 4(1) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks des,gnaben as an el,g•b141 
1et°'ommunicat1ons carrier Within the local erchange areas lhal conslllute rts serw:e area Acconl ,s lhe lttdlllo$-bHe<I 

TC97 083 e,change c:arne, prusonUy prnwlmg local er change 1elecommunKaD0ns senncos In ihe tollow,ng er changes Brts1ol 1, 021 06117:97 07/07197 
Doland (83S) Frodertc, (329) Hecla t9iµ) Noru, Hecla (701 9921 anc1 l.!ellene (98 7) Accenl 10 .:s ~nowledge 15 lhe only 
cornet l!Xlav 1)10\'ld.nn local e, chaMe 1elocommunica1>0ns HMCIIS ,n 1ne at>ove ldenllfuJd e•chaooe areas (Stan nB'CHl 

JamH V.iMey~rawe Telepnone Company c,ursuan110 47 USC 2t• (e) and , 1 CF~ s, 201 nereby see~• deS1gna1oon 
u an ehg1ble letecommunocaben~ earner Within tile local t,.cnange areas lhal tonsuul• o1$ seMCe 11ea on S0111n Da\ ol• 
James Valley Cooperwll\le TolephOne Comf)ilny rs the lacull>&Yba$ed exchange camer p1eient1y p10\1d,og IOClll e, cnange 

rc111 08• lolocommunocl!oom - 1n lho lollow,ng ,oachango11n South Dako1a Andover (298) Cloremon1 (29• > Columbia (396) 06 1797 07.07197 
Condo (382) Femoy (395) Groton (397) Houghlon (985) and Turton (897) James Valley Cooperawe Telepnorro CompJny 
lo lb , now1odgo IS lhe only cam<'r loday 1110\'ldrng local .. , cnange ielecommunocabens seMCes ,n lh<' abo~e ldenbf;..i 
e,cna""e areas 1sm11 HBiCHt 

Huortland Commun,cn!IOru Inc ptJr1u~111 to 47 USC 21 4(e) Jnd , 7 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks de,;,gndoon n " " el,g t>'e 
ttl~commun,caoons c,u,er WI\IW\ lhe toe.ii e<ehange areu Iha! consbMe ,ts S<tMCt! area on $outn Da~ota Hortlan(I 

rcsr 085 CommuncallonS ,s 1!1e lao!l!les,based toc&I ;; ,cnange earner p10,e nlly ptO\idong local e, chRll!JC telecommun,cauons 1e1111<,•\ G6 l i -~7 070797 
,n 1no rollowong e, chOngos 111 Soulh Oa~olo PfnnelOl>ddos (337) Hoaotlond CommumtdllOns 10 ~s , nowledge s lho only 
tarrl!'• to11av rwov,d,nn local r r chnnne l<'l1tcommu,....aUOM \4!MCl!S in lhl' abov~ idenbfif'd P•t hall(JP Areas fSlull HS CHI 
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Mdstate Telephone Company Inc pu,-uanc lo 47 USC 21 4(• ) and 47 CFR S4201 hertby seeks desigru111on as an ellg,ble 
lelecommuncallons came, ""°"'1 Iha loc:al e,w11nge areas lhat conAMAl its SctMCe 11ea In Soulh Dakota Mid11a10 Telept,ono 
Compuny IS uie facillllos-based local exchange ca,rler 111011ntly 111owldlno local exchange 1elecommun1catJons se~s in lho 

TC97 086 tollowwlg eichar,ges In Soulh Oaltot:a Academy (726). Oelmonl (7711}, Fl ThomJ)Mln (24S), Oann Valley (293) Kwnball (77&1 06/17197 07/07197 
Now Holland (243). Pukwana (894). Sllekney (732) and While Lake (249) Midmte Telephone Company 10 rlS l<nowiedge 
a Iha orly- !Oday prCll/ldlng local eldlange ltlecommunkations seMCas in lh• abova ldtn~ e1chtngt areas (Scan 
HB/CH) 

Baltic Telecom Cooperawe pu,-uant to 47 USC 21 4{t ) 1nd t 7 CFR S4.201 h 11by seeks d01'gnab0n as an ehglblft 
1olealmmunlca1Jons carrier WC1ln the local exchange areas lhal const11ule tis seN\c:e area Baille Telecom Coopel'a:Ne i\ lhe 

TC97 -087 tacUines-basod local exchange earner ptesenUy p,cr,,ding local erc.hange celecor ,munlc:1t1ons seMCH 1n the IOIIOWII\Q 06/17'97 07/07197 
t'-rc:hanges Bahlc (S29) and Crooks (S43) Ba111C Telecom Coope1111ve. to lb knowledge IS Iha only carrle, Coday P'°"'°"'O 
loc:a.1 etd\anoe celecommun,cations UMC05 ltl lhe above lden,fied e1clulnae areas (Stall HIM<C) 

East Plains Telecom. Inc pu,-uant to 47 U S C 2 14(•) and 47 CFR !14201 htrt! M ks des,gnabOn as a.n ellg,ble 
telecommunlc:alions came, wllllin the local ercnange areas lhal constJMe a seNice 11ea East Plallls Telecom. Inc II the 

Tc v1 oae lacllities-bned local exchange carrier ptesenlly 111CMC1,ng local erchange lelecommunlclllions seMcos in the lollOWIIIQ 
cldlanges AJceste, (93') , Hudson (1184). and Ent Hudson (712·1182) East Plains Telecom. Inc. , to cs knowledge II lhe only 

06117197 07/07197 

carller today p,owiJna local uchanne ltlecommunoc:ations seMCes in the above ldenbflecl ucnanae areas (Stall HBIKC) 

Westem Telephone Company pursuant 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 ne,eby seeks dnagnabOn es en elog,ble 
1etec:ommun1caoons c:ame, "'4IWI 1111 local uchange are.n 1h11 ~•cs-. aru in South Dakota Wes1e,n T elepllon11 

TC97•080 • CM taolrllff.based Ioct l exchange earner t11e11nUy prow:l,ng local e-achaf\Qe lelecommunleabOn, HMCet In the lollOWlng 06/li/97 071fJ7/97 
axchariges Crosbard (324). Faulkton (598) and Orient (392) Weuam Telephone, lo IIS knowledge, 11 u,e only carne, today 
orovld.nn local eirch•nne telecommunlcabOns soMc:as In U,e above ldenbfled elchanoe areas. IS1al1 H811<Cl 

Slocld,olm. s111ndburg Telephone Company pu..uanl to 47 USC 2 14(• ) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks des,gnabOn es 
an 11lglb11 taleeommuNCabOns earner WIIIW1 1h11 local e_rchange a,eas thll const.Me ils serv,ce trta in South Oakolll 

TC97-o90 
Stod<holm a 1111 tac1111 beled local~ ca,ne, 111esenlly 1>10'Wlln0 local uchang11tlKOmmun,ca110ns HMCes In the 06/17/97 071fJ7197 
lollow,ng ercnanges ,n South Oak.Ota Stockllolm.Sltllndburv (&70, Rt\'lllo (623) and Solllh Shore (7S6) Stoc:khOlm. to u 
~nowledgt, 1$ tho only carrier today p10VIC!1ng lonl o, chOngij lelecommullic:abons HMCts in Ille Above ldenb~ed e• Chango 
ureas ISl0fl HBIKC) 

KeM ebec Telephone Co pu..uant 10 • 7 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR !,4.201 he1eby seeks des,gnation as an ~l,g,ble 
1elecommuniea110ns came, -.in the local uchange treas 111a1 conStllute Its seMCe a,ea in South Dakota Ke,1n•bec 

Tc;;,092 Telephone Co IS lht htci«les·based local u.cllange earner ptesenlty 111oYICllng local exchange letecommun,callOnS seMCes 06/18197 07I07/i7 
in 1111 lolowlng exchang•· Kennebolc (869) and Pteaho (895) Kennebec Tflephone Co , toils knowlodgu. ,s Ule only ctrllet 
cod av P<ow:llno local oichanae 1tlecommunlc:ab0ns seNk:es rn the above idenllfi<ld n channe areas /Scalf HB/CHl 

Jelleraon Telephone Co , Inc pursua.nt 10 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby ueks del!Qnation as an etigll>le 
1olecommun.ca110n, came, within the local 01c.hang• areas !hat con,1111111 IIS seMCe a1ea on Soulh Dakota Jel1erson 

TC97-0GJ Telephone Co In( IS I/le leal4Jes-based loc:el • •change came, p,n11ntty ptCMdong local 11rcnange 1e1ec:ommunica110ns 06l1Sl97 07/07197 
seMCeS In lhtt lollowlng erchaoge Jellerson (966) JttlteBOn Tele phone Co • tnc 10 ,ts knowf.clge ii the only earner Coday 
Dl0v!d""' t11eal 11rch•""• 1e1ecnmn1u~~ seMCeS ,n the abov-• ldenolled e, cnanne areas I Start HBICHI 
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TC97-o9• 

TC97•095 

TC97-098 

TC97-097 

TC97 098 

TCl1-0N 

Sully Bunes Telephone Cooperawe Inc l)<JISuant to • 7 USC 21• (e) and • 7 CFR 5' 201 hereby «e~i des,gnollOn u an 
elg,cle l~IIOns earner Wltlm the IO<lll e,change areu lhal cons~!Ute ds serv,c:e area Sully Bunes T elepllone rs 
the racil,t,os-basod local erchango earuor p,oHntly 1>10Vld>no loc:al utehange 1elocommunoeabon• sorv,c:e. in tho IOIIOWlll(l 
e·<Changos West Onda {264). H4cheod (266). Seneca (436). Tolstoy (0 2). Onaka 1u n Wesi,noton (• 511) Ungtord (• 931 
Roshoft (537). Tutaro (5915). Highmolo (1152) Hanold (1175) Ree~ (~3) Hoven (ll• lll Blunt (962! and Ea,t Onoda (973) 
Sully BUltos TelophOne. to cs know1odge. ,s Ulo only caulor today prOVldilllJ local er change tclecommun.cabOns serv,c:es in '"e 
at>c,ve lde11~91eh_ang11_areas (Sta_ll HBIC 

Venture Commun,c:ation,. Inc l)IJrsuant to H USC 214(0) and 47 CFR 5• 201 hereby seetcs dos,gnation M 11n olr,J,ble 
teloeommu...:allOns earner W!1Nn the tocal e, ehango a,eas that ecnibtute its serwa, area Venture Commun,c;allOns rs lhu 
1ac1ht1u -1>ased local o, change earner pr-ntly p,OVICl,ng local erchange 1,1eeommunoe1bon, ~el'11ees on Ute 10110....ng 
erehonges Onida (258) Bowdle (285) . Roscoe (287) Pierpont (325) Brmon t••8J Brmon ND (701°443) Rostvn 1, a.8) 
W~ Spnng, (539) Selby (849) Gett)'$burg (765) and Lebanon {7611) Venture CommunaflOns to IIS uio w1edge "' 
the only ea rner today p,OVICl,ng local e1ch1nge telecommumc:atrons HMtes ,n the aoove ldenbfied e rcruul(le •ru, (Start 
HBIC>i 

SANCOM tnc punuant to 47 U S C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 11e1eby seeb '2eSl',)nauon as a,, el,gtblt ttlecommunic;aDOns 
earner Wl!hln the loc al 1uehange urea, that con1t11uto IIS 1eMCe area 1n Soutn Dakota SANCOM 1$ lne roeilille1o-1>11, ed local 
e.<etwnge c.irne, pttsenay c,,o,,d,ng local e>d\ango teleeommunoeaDOns 1eMCn on the lol!owlnQ e•ehonges an South Da\ota 
Wolwf (1183) Parkllon (9211) and T ri1'P (93S) SANCOM, torts knowtedge. IS me only c~rner 1oe1ay PfCMdong local e, change 
tetocom!ll_U~a110n_1serv1c:~ ln_llle_above ldenbl\ed er i:l,_angu a1_e_a:s _{_Stall _ _HBIC_H, 

SanbOm Tetel>ll011• Coop<1rat1W pu15uan1 to 47 USC 21 4(e) and '7 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks dcs,gnauon as an elog,ble 
tetecommunoe1111on1 cau1er WI\J\ln tho local e, change area,, that eonstrtuto ds seMCe area ,n Soulh Oa\ota SanbOin 
Tet~" IIWI tllClllles-Oalled local ftt:hango earner p,esenu1 p<CMCling local , , change ,.,1eeommuA1C11boM urv,c:es ,n tn~ 
rollow,ng e, cnanget ,n Soutn Dakota Etnan (227), Mt Vernon (236) Leit h• (248). Fore'1burg 1• &5) Attes,an (527) 
~ kol (796) and Alpena (1149) SanbOfll Telephont torts l(nowitdgo ts 1he OJ\ly earner 1oc:1t,y p10Vid,ng local N t hango 
teleeomm.iNQbon~-·~~.!!S irl me •-~_!!_ldtnllfi!d _e1Cll_ang~ar_!!H ( Stall _ HEIIC 

Bert!SIOl'd IAunidp;tt Telephor\e Co pUtSuant to 47 USC 2 14(e) and , 1 CFR S-1201 hvroby seolo.S deS1gnat1on as an ebgJl)le 
taleeommulllCllbonl ca11ie1 'MIilon tne local , , change aftas that cons1'!ute !IS seMCe area tn South Oil.Ota Bereslord T~I 
rs u,e lllOWH·bHod loeat o, chango carrier l)fesontly P,OWIJIIO local e, cnunge toloeommun1eation• seMCts tn 111e loliOWtng 
• ~change Beresford (783) Beresford Tel to Ila ._nowtedge IS ttte only earner today p10WJ.ng rocat e, cnango 
l&ltcommuniuDcM\S IIIMCH ,n th• abov• lden~fiod u change areas. (Stan HB'1<C 

Rooens County Tel,!phone .oope110W11Aslooa:.on put1U8nl 10 47 U S C 21C(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 ne,tby SHU de11gna1>0n 
H an ehg,b• • telecommunlCllt>Ont. came, W!UWI tne local exchange a1eas tnat consfflute lt5 HIV!Ct area RoC.rts Cc.unly 
Tetepnone CO"Pll'llll\ A"<>C18tlon rs tnc lecillbos-balod loc al e, cnango earner Pf&Stntly p,O'<ld,ng local H t nange 
teleco«vnuncatlon5 _ ., the lollowong erchanges Nollh Nl!W Effington NO (701~3• 1 Nl!W Effington (837) and Cla,re 
Clly (652) Robens ~ounty Telephone COOl)l!rawe ~sooaDOn to rts , nowte<Jge. rs the only earner today p,ovld,ng local 
~• cMpg~ t~l~communlo•l!PM St'MC"s tn tile at>ove tden~~ed o•ch..og" arens (Stall HBIK< 
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06 t9'97 07,07197 

06 19197 0707191 

06 1997 07,07197 

06 19~7 07:07191 

06119197 0707,"97 

06 19"97 01!07r97 



TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97102 

TC97-10S 

RC CommullleabOns, Inc pursuanl to 47 USC 214(e) and 4 7 CFR S4 201 he1eby aeoks designabOn H an ol,glblo 
t&lecommuniea- came,...,., Ille loeal eltdlange ., • ., !NI c:onalliule .. IOMCe .... RC Communleetions II the faall!MIS· 
band local etdlanga canler p( ... nay P'CJWfonv loQI exchange telac:ommunlcallOnS seMCn In th• follow,ng eachangH 
Nonh Veblen, NO (701-634) , WIimot (038), Peevtr (932), Vebl en (738) and Summit (395) RC Communleabons to its 
knowtvdgo, n the only c arrier today p(OVldrng local trchongo 1tlecommunlc:ation1 ael'ket In the al>Ove ldenbfted orchangt 
areas (Slaff hBIKC 

Splrtrock Properws Inc pursua.nt to 47 USC 21 4(t) and 4 7 CFR 54201 htroby HOks do$1Qnab0n as an ehglble 
ltlocommunlcabOns carrier v,i,Wn the IOClll etchange artas that conslltuto ill ICMCO arta In South Dakota Splflrock 
Proper11es, lne • the fac:alllln-l>aMd local .. change earner p(ue·ndy l'fcmdlng local exchange telocommunlcalionl seMCu 
wt Che k)llo,mg erehanges ill Sovth Dakota ~rd/Carthage (772) and Oldham/Ramona (4112) Splitlod Prope111n Inc 
10 1111 knowtodge, is tho on.ty came, Coday prCJWfonv local e~h11nge ttltcommunlcaliOns ttni,cl's "' the above idencn.ci 
e1c.hango aroas (Sl'illf HBIKC. 

Sl*rod( T~ Coopeni::,,,e. lne l)UIWal'll lo 47 USC 214(t ) end 47 CFR 54 201 hereby HOks dn,gnallOn Han ellglb4a 
1tlecommun1CatK>na earner w,thln the local eichange areas that consll!Ute its selYICo area Splitlock Telecom Cooperall\le, 
Inc is the faC>lltleS·bHed IOClll erchange c11ne1 presendy p,ovld,ng local or chango 1,1ecommun1Utions HMGH ,n tho 
tuuow,ng erchanges Btandon (S82) and Ganetson (eo5-504) and (507, 597) Splrerock Telecom Coopc11ll\lt, inc . lo IIS 
1'n<M1odgt, is the only carrie1 today p(O\l\d,ng local e1change lllocommulliClbOns HMCH In the above ldentrf...S uchange 
OIHS (StaN HBll<C 

Tfl.County Telecom Inc pu,suan1 to 47 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation a, a!\ eligible 
lalecommunteallons c1rne1 Within the local e1change aiea, 1h11 conSlllllto cs stMCO aroa on SOIJlh Dakota Tn-County 
Tolecom. Inc is the racllffles,basod local orcha.ngo carnet p,esenlly P'OV>CllnO loc1l 01change 1e1tcommun1e1110ns 50MCes 
111 tho followlng eichanges in South Dakota Claylon (112S) and !Emery ('43) Tn-County Ttlecorn. Inc • to i3 - nov.1edgt IS 
the only carrMlr today p,o'olldlng local er chango telecommunocabons seMCes ,n the above lden~fied e, cnange areas (Stan 
HBIC 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST Commuivcaoons Inc filed '°' approval by tho Commission the T'/PO 1 Paging AQrHmenl tietween KJAM Mobile 
Paging and US WEST "The AQ.roomenl was reached lhrouoh voluntary negotiations Without 11sor1 to rnodtaliOn 01 erbllf1110n 
and 1$ submitted fo, aPll(oval pursuant to Sec11on 252(1) o f tho Communlcllllons Act 01 1934, as amended by lhe 

O!II I 0/97 

08/19'97 

06/19197 

08119197 

TC97 ·079 I Tolocommunicat>ons Ac1 of 1996 KJAM Molllle Paging and US WEST further request that U>e Comm5SIOn apl)(ove lhil I 06/18197 
AQreemenl w,thoul a heanng and Without 1IIO"Mng the ontervenDOn ol othe1 parllts Because this AQreement was reac:htd 
throuoh YOluntary negooallons, c does not ,~ISO ,ssues 1equ,nng • heanng and does nol concern 01h01 patties not n part ol lhe 
n1111011aoon1 ~us approval would further lh<1. public_111_!_0l'est · _ _ _ __ __ ___ _ _ _ __________ _ 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST CommunicallC>ns flied tanll lheets that 1emove relerencu to P.C'hangn that have been sold by US WEST Thi! 
TC97.o&2 I sale was effedlve June 1 1997 In add41on, thol 61,ng Wldudes somo te.ct ehangu and clean-up Cems US WEST has I Def17197 

uWed nn effec:IIVe elate of June 1 t 997 101 1'11'1 "~ng (StaM OJ/CH 
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So«tli Vdota 
Public Utilities Commission 

October 1, 1997 

Mr. ~rd O Colt 
ExecullVe Oited..t 
SOIT: 
P. O Box57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE: Eltg,blo Telocommurncatlons camer application, TC97-099 
Robe11s County Telephone Cooporabve Associauon 

Dear Mr Cort 

The above-referenced applic:abon l\a5 boon re..-d by tho staff of tho Public ut..11es 
CommisslOO The following add1110nal infonnabon is needed in oo:ter for the Commission to 
constder this appl,cation 

1 Pursuant to 47 CF R 54 101(a)(4). single-party se. ice or its func:IIOnal equ,valenl must 
be made available by an Eltg,ble Telec:ommunlcatlons camer (ETC) to receive universal 
seNice suppon mechanisms. Does the above-referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant 10 47 C.F.R 54.405 and 54.411, Ufe~no anc:t Link Up serv;ces must be made 
available by an ETC to qualifying low·tncome consumers Does the applicant company, n 
referenced above, make these seMCes av11table to qualdylng consumers? 

3 Please provide a venrteation by an authorized offocer, under oath, to the Commission jn 
which the applralnt represeotS to the COrMllssion that the facts stateo 1n the Request for ETC 
Oes,g.natic and the response to data request nos 1 and 2, above, ate INthful 

Pleaso respond byOdober t4. 1997. Upon receipt of this Information, it will be evaluated by 
staff and the matter Will be scheduled for conslderallOn by the ComrrossiOn Th.tnk you for 
yo,.K auentJOO to tlllS matter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Sincerely. 

/) U •' -r...,1 /J,,,. ·""n. v 
Karen Cremer 
Staff Allomey 

cc tiar1an Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE C'RDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIERS: 

VMA;,i TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-068 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-069 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) TC97-070 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97-071 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-073 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TE.L.EPHONE COMPANY TC97-074 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-075 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-0n 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97-078 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPE.RATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-080 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM·STRANOBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. ) 
) 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 

SANCOM, INC 

TC97-083 

TC97--034 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

f C97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

3 

) 

TC97-o97 

TC97-098 

TCl7-0II 

TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97-105 

TC97-108 

TC97-113 

TC97-114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) TC97-125 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/8/A TC97-130 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIB/A ) TC97-131 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-154 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. TC97-155 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-163 

THREE RIVER TELCO TC97-167 

The South Dakota PubllC Ulthltes Comm1sSJon (Comm1ss100) received requests from 
the above captioned lelecommunicattons companies requesting des1gna1ton as ehg1ble 
telecommun1ca1tons earners 

The ConvT11SS100 eleaton;cally tran5mJ1ted notice o f the f1hngs and the ,ntervenhon 
deadlines to 1n1eres1ed 1ndrv1duals and enttttes On June 27, 1997, the Commission 
received a Petition 10 Intervene from Dakota TelecommurucatJOnS Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom Inc (DTI) wilh reference 10 Fort Randall TelephOne Company (Ood<et 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997, at ,ts regulat1y scheduled meeting, the Comm1ss1on granted 
1n1erven11on to DTS and DTI in Docket TC97 -075 No other Pe111tons 10 Intervene were 
filed 

The Commission has 1unsd1chon over this mailer pursuant 10 SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 1nclud1ng 1-26-18 1-26-19 49-31-3 49-31-7 49-31 -7 1 49-31-11 and 47 
U SC § 214(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the hearll'q shall be as follows (1) whether lhe above captioned 
te lecommunica11ons companies should be granted des1gnatoon as ehg1ble 
1elecommunica1tons earners and (2) what service areas shall be es1abhshed by the 
Commission 



A hearing shall be held al 1 30 P M . on Wednesday, November 19, 1997. 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right lo be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
rf not exercised at the heanng II you or your representattve fail to appear at the tune and 
place set for the heanng. the Final Deos,on will be based solely on the testtmony and 
evtdence provided. rf any, dunng the hearing or a Final Decision may be ,ssued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1 ·26-20 After the hearing the Comm1ss1on will consider all eVtdence 
and testimony ~t was presented al the hearing The Comnussk>n 111111 then enter F1nd1ngs 
of Fact. Conclusions of Law. and a Final Decision regarding th,s matter As a result of this 
heanng, the Comrmss1on may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
caphoned telecommunica11ons companies requestt'lg designation as an ehg1ble 
telecommurncat100s earner. and the Commission shall E:stablfsh serv,ce areas for ehgible 
telecommun,cahons earners The Corm1iSSJOn's dec,s,on may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Cour1 as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the t,me and place specified l:bove on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted des,i;nat,on as eltg1ble telecommunacattons earners. and the Comm,sst0n shall 
establtsh service areas for eltg1ble telecommun,caltons earners 

Pursuant to the Amencans with D1sab1ln1es Act, th,s hearing ,s being held in a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Publtc Utiltt,es Commission at 1.S00-
332-1782 at least 48 hours pnor lo the hearing tf you have special needs so arrangements 

can be:::: :::::~e::,a. th,s _-''J'--_,,..i y of November 1997 

ti,. -uvned _ , - '""' -----·ocs.y_. ......... 
o'f r.-c.o,d m ltln ooc:~ .... lt-12.0 on the docld 
- Mot. bJ t«-o, oy rona ct.n """1. lft 
"'-"' - .. - ............ ..... h <ho<g,,s 

:Jj;;/}/1..S,-#g ttJ 
o.... 1~/~/tJJ 

., 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm,ss,oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Executtve Director 
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17 

18 

-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

2 S 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE , 
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10 
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VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS, INC. 

S ANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
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19 
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1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMMUNICATIONS I NC . , D/B/~ 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNICATIONS 

I\ COOPERATI VE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS CO. 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 
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1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 



1 4 

A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 



1S 

in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -­

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 



36 

1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 



1 

2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -­

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 



68 

l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 
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4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 
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t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 
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TC97-099 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 

THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

11' lltfMi\lU.Rur rlll .. lU.l)lllSt OI 
kOllf R r,; ('OU:,. n · ti lCPIIONI l U(ll'ERA Tl\'I 
t\!>\OCI/\ llON I OR Ill.SIC.NA I ION A~ AN I 
1 I IC..1£1LL 11 I.I CO\lM UNll/\ noN, C',\klW k I 

kl.QUES'r l "f)R I' re 
Dl"SlllNt\ I ION 
IXJ0,1..1 ll 91-

RECEIVED 

1997 

frnm the Poblt< lJt1h1Je\ ( 'ommh,\1uc, ("t ('ntr"1\\10,,•) Jcs1~::11t0n :H .m ch;.ihlc tc:lttommunQlkNu 

Nunh N..- I 11\nguin l'oonh 11>1.oc~ (701! l,J.I 

"""Kn 1.n the a.hove 1ckn11riN1 t\\.'hllntc 3.R.a'S 

I 
J 

(6051 c,J1 

; f XNl81f 

I 



J k.l'rt"A in ill'(O<druKe \\llh ~7 CFR 1 S-1 IIJI 01r,n UIC foUo,-11111 ~.1 u ch.onc• 

tck<omrnwue.atkm:" \Cf\ ~a ro _.u ,on,u.rr11:n thiou:~hout tl\ \.tf\ a« ~ea 

\'oacc: v.a.tJc Men\ tu thc rubbc '"14.hni Ml\\dR. 

t oc-il oC'h.a.tltf-C ~~ •te- mdudmg ..u, .amum11 of lo,."a.l U)U.jtt: rr« of J)('1" mmutc th.YJd 

un<kr • mu t'lllcJ 1,,cul ""n ,, c PJCUI!• . 

.. l);J.at fl'C\C- mulll•f.rr11un,cy ~,inilJm,. 

• A«cu h> cmcrin,c~ 'ltt\l<d 5U<h u 911 "'cnhonc«t 911 p11blk ,...,..Kd; 

• 1\ <C<U IO opc,aw, llct\'IC~: 

• Access 10 1n1cn.-,cruin11,c sen ice. 

Ac~ 10 J1rtctor) IU>l>Wll<<, onJ 

I on blod.cn~ 'iCn'J<.-.: lo qu.ahf...t '""' -,ncom• CO<l)UmCI'>. 

A, n111cJ Qbo ... RCr<:A docs pro, ,de 1011 hm1ta11<111 jet\ ,cc ,n tilt form uf 1<111 bl«lrm1, 10 

4UJhf)1n~ <M•umcn; ho,.cvcr, 11,c oddllH)<llll loll lun11•11on ...,....,. of"loll con1101· as dcliJK'd In Che new 

FCC 111\IYCDal kf>'ICC niln (47 CFk § s~ 400(J)) u nor provided lll,CA ,, nol . .. .,. lhal any local 

csthoni;c camer m Sou1h O.:il.0111 ha>~ currtnr cop;sb1h1y to piovl<k ",ch kl"KC. The FCC p ,c no 

1nd1c•Mn rm>< to 1hc relc:asc ol ia.. um,·rr<1t >cfVK< order (FCC 97-IS71 lha1 1oll control " ""Id be 

mtpoied o, .,, El C )ervlCc rcquorcmnn und. 10 our 1nf0fl1lallun ilnd bchcf. os • r<SUlt. l.[Cs n:,1ionwidc: 

w-e 1101 pc1111k>ncd 10 m•ke lhc ,-av,cc 1mmcd101ely •v•1Wilc. In o,ikr (o, RCTC,\ to P«"Kk lhc ..-rv1cc. 

:IJJ11ional u~c 1,::,cl,Jng and "'°"'tt• cop.ll,1h11a "ill hll•·• 10 be inwrlled m ,a.. local , ,.·,u:h,ng oqu1pm<n1. 

Al minimum. lhc Krvice r«j\Jttt'\ • sw,1<11101, ~,fl"~ upgrod< ond lit tlui timo RC.-l(;A ,t ,n,-.:u.ig.o11ni 

"'111 all<mp«mg 10 <ktmmnc "'hethr, the n,:,cessary ..-,llwoto h,u bt.~n lkvrlop«l ond "hen " mra),t bce0<n< 

.a\'1,nhabk 

Aec11<d1n11I). k.t.. fCA "faced \\llh C\t<pl1(lll.'ll eucunut>11to cunccnun~ it, abd y to rn.al<c lhc 

lslll COOlrol Kf\-tC< ,lv41lablc U >el f0<1h 111 lhc t (C'> Ufll\<nlll ~ICC rules and mu:it l<qlle>t a waiver 

(1001 lhc n,quirm,ent I<> pro" dc wch ,en-ice At UICS ume. • "'"ff for• pcnod ol unc >= b rcqualC'tl 

Pr1<1< to 1hc cnJ uf lhe ooe )<'11 pcrlOJ, Rt'fCA "111 rcpon b..ck 10 U,c Com,nl,sion wuh ,pe,:,n~ 

mform)IIOn 111J1co1mg ,.t,.., then~ nct"Ofk upgntdc• can bc mode and lhc KfYk e can be mA<lc 



S U...,c,d un the fOkgolni:,. I\CTCt\ 1<1pcctfull) r<quat> th.&11hc C'omml\~,on 

b) p;u,· an l:TC' dn1111~""" tu RC"I ('A to>n,ng all of 1hc local ,.clwlg,:i,rc~ ah.it 

,i., 
l)Jl<"d thi, / i d•t or Junt. 1'197 



ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 
MAIN STREEl • BOX 197 • NEW EFFINGTON, SOUTH DAKOTA 57255·0197 
(606) 637-521 l • FAX: (606) 637·5302 

Oe!Obcr 8. 1997 

Ms Karen Cremer 
Staff Allomcy. 
Public U1ili1ics Comnuss1on 
C..ipitol Building. I s1 Floor 
500 EM1 Capitol A, c,1uc 
Pie=. SO S 7SO I -5070 

R£; Eligible Tclccommunici111ons Carrier applica1ion, TC97-099 
Robcns Coun•> Telephone Coopcmtivc Assocunion 

[)Qr Ms. Cremer: 

RECEIVED 

l'tr )OUr rcquc~. "< arc responding 10 1hc addi1iom,I qo,.,1ions •nd concerns on our ETC apphc:a1ion 

:?) Oo we male 1hc Lifeline and u ni. Up S<.'.rvicu nv1t1lablc 10 (IU4hfying c-011sumers• We arc 11\ll 

cun<nll)' offcrin~ L.1fcl inc 1111d Lin~ I Ip S<:rviccs within our exclu,ngcs, but "ill as required b) the FCC 
rulc.s. 47 CFR~~ S<i 400 • 54.4 17, mde the establish~ di~oont progr~m~ available to its qualifying low 
income cusl01ncrs bcgmning JanU41) I, I 998. II is our undcn larding 11ml ,-11llc providing 1hc Lifeline 
1111d Link Up service, Is • n:quirt1ncn1 lmpc>led 0 11 ETC, pursuan1 10 47 CFR H S4.40S and S4.4 I I. i1 t, 
11111 ac111ally n prttundi1ion which must be mcl bcfo~ ETC Sl4tus can properly be gninicd by lh< 
Commission. 47 CFR § S4, IO I which 11SIS tbc ,;crvice obhgi,1ions 1ha1 must~ met ~fon:,a curie.can 
r«civc fcdcntl uni"e™'I (>Crviet suppon docs not ~-pccifteally rcf<rcncc Lifeline 1111d Linl.. Up services 

My affidiwil llJ 10 1hc vnlidi1y of the infonnn1ion PfOvidcd in our llfigiruil ETC npphc:a1ion and the 
information herein. , t pmvided ~low 

~~~ -
Pamela llnrringtoo ~ 
Ocnnal Manager 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE I 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION FOR ) 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

H NOINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
OROE.R ANO NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-099 

On June 19. 1997. the Publrc Uuhttes Comm,uion (Comm,ss,on) received a request for 
designation as an ehg1bte lelecommumcauons earner (ETC) from Robe11s Covnty Telephone 
Cooperative Assooat,on (RCTCA) RCTCA requested des,gnahon as an ehg1ble 
lelecommunocahons camer wi1hin the local exchange areas lhal cons11tu1e ,ts service area 

The Comrrus,on electronjcally ltansmttled no1,ce of 1he filtng and the 1n1ervenllOl'I deadline 
to interested 1nd1v1duals and en11hes No ~rson or enltly filed lo ,niervene By order da1ed 
November 7. 1997. lhe Commission set the hearing for lhos mane, for 1 30 pm on November 19. 
1997, in Room 412. Staie CaJ)!lol. Pierre, South Dako1a 

The heanng WIIS held as scheduled At the heanng, lhe Comm,ssion granted RCTCA a one 
year waiver of the requ,reme11110 proVlde loll rontrol service within ,ts service area Al ,ts December 
11, 1997, meeung, the Commlss,on granled ETC des,gna1ion 10 RCTCA and designated ,1s study 
area as 11s service area 

Based on the evidence of record. the Comm,ss1on enters the foll0W1ng Findings of Faa and 
Condus,ons of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 13, 1997, the Comm,ss,on received a request for designation as an ETC from 
RCTCA RCTCA requesled des,gna1,on as an ETC within the local exchange areas lhal cons1Jtute 
rts scf'Vic4 area RCTCA serves lhe lollOwlng exchanges North New Effington. NO (70t-634), New 
Effington. SD (605-637): and Claire City, SD (605-65.2). Exhibit 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), 1h11 Comm,ss,on ,s requ1'ed to des,gnate a common 
camer that mee1s the requ1temen1s of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Purwan1 to 47 USC§ 2t4(e)(1), a common earner that ,s designated as an ETC IS el,g,ble 
10 rec81Ve universe: service support and shaD, throughout its service area, offer the sennces that are 
supponed by federal umversal service support mechanisms e,ther using ,ts own faolities or a 
comb,na11on of ,ts own faoltlles and resale of another earner's services The camer must also 
advenlse the ava1lablhty of such services and the rates for the services using media of general 
dislnbutJon 



IV 

The Federal Communicalions Commission (FCC) has dQlgnaled the following services o< 
functionalit,es as those supponed by federal univeBal service suppon mechanisms: (1) vot<:e grade 
access 10 the public switched networi\: (2) loca.1 usage; (3) dual lone multi-frequency signaling, or its 
lundlonal equal, (4) single party service or ,ts fundlonal equivalent; (5) access to emergency 
services: (6) access to operator services: {7) access to mterexchange service: (8) access lo 
directory asS1st:.nce. and (9) toll limitation for quahfymg low-income consumers. 47 C,F.R. § 
54.101(a) 

V 

A5 part or rts obbgat,ons as an ETC. an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and Link 
Up SeMC9$ to qualifying low-inco<ne consumers 47 C F R § 54 405; 47 C.F.R § 54.411. 

VI 

RCTCA offlll'S voice grade ecoess to the public switched netwol1c 10 all consumers throlll;hout 
,ts service area Elch,bit 1 

VII 

RCTCA offers local exdlange seMce 1ndud1ng an amount of local usage free of per minute 
charg&S to all consumers throughout its service area !!I 

VIII 

RCTCA offers dual tone multi-frequency s,gnahng to all consumers throughout its service 
area Id 

IX 

RCTCA offers single party service to au consumers throughout ,ts serv1Ce area Elchibit 2. 

X 

RCTCA offers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout its fflVICe area. 
Exhibit 1 

XI 

RCTCA offers access to operator se1V1Ces to all consumers throughout us seNtee area. !!I. 

XJI 

RCTCA offers acoess lo 1111erexdlange services to an consumers throughout its servoce area 

X.111 

RCTCA offers acce!S to directory assistance to all consumers tt, oughout rts service area. 

2 



XIV 

One ol the seMCes required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers 
,s toll limuation. 47 C.F.R § 54. 101(a)(9). Toll limitation consists or both toll bloclling and ton 
control 47 C.F.R. § 54 400(d). Toll control is a service that allows consumers to specify a cenaln 
amount of toll usage that may be if'IQJrred per month or per bolling cycle 7 C F R § 54 400(c;). Toll 
bloc:klng IS a sefVice that lets consumers elec1 not 10 allow the complehon or outgoing ton c:alls 4 7 
C.F.R 9 54.400(b). 

xv 

RCTCA offers toll bk>dting to all consumers throughout ,ts service area Exhibtt 1. 

XVI 

RCTCA does not currently offer toll control Isl In order for RCTCA to provide toll control. 
addrllonal usage tradling and storage c:apabilrtfes will have to be 1nS1alled ,n ,ts local SW1tct11ng 
eqUlpfflent RCTCA Is at1empting to detennine vdlether the necessary software has been developed 
and when it might become available Id. 

XVII 

RCTCA staled that rt is raced with exceptional cin::umstanc:e5 conc:eming its ab,bty 10 make 
toll control S8IVlce available and requested a one year waiver from the requirement to provide such 
S81'Vlce Ill- Prfor to the end of the one year penod, RCTCA will repon bad{ to the Commission with 
specific; Information lnd,caltng when the networil upgrades c:an be made In order 10 provide toll 
control. IQ 

XVIII 

Wllh re,ped to the obligauon to lldveruse the avadabdity of services supponed by the federal 
universal service suppon mechanism and the charges for those services using media or general 
dlstnlxmon, RCTCA stated that 11 advertlses the avaitab1hty of its local exchange services in medla 
of QOMral d/$1nbution throughout its service area However. RCTCA has not generally advenlSed 
the pric;es for these services. J.lj. RCTCA stated its In tention to comply with any advertising 
standards developed by the Commission Isl 

XIX 

RCTCA does not currently offer Lilehne and Link Up service discounts ,n i1s exchanges. 
Exhibit 2. RCTCA will offer the I.Jfefine and Link Up ~erv1ce discounts In an of ,ts service area 
beginning January 1, 1998, in ac:cordance with 47 C.F,R. §§ 54,400 to 54.417, indusive, and any 
Commission imposed requirements Exnlb,1 2. 

xx 

The Commlulon rinds that RCTCA currently provides and w,U continue to provide the 
follow,ng services or fulldionaldies throughou1 its service area ( 1) voice grade ac:cess to the public 
switched networil, (2) focal usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency slgnafing: (4) slngle-party service: 
(5) ac:ceM to emergency services; (6) ac:cess to operator services; (7) access 1.0 lnterexchange 
seNloe: (8J access 10 directo,y a5sistance; and (9) toll blocking for qualifying low-Income conS\.lmers. 

3 



The Commission finds lhal pursuant lo 47 CF R § 54 101(c) rt will grant RCTCA a waiver 
ol lhe n,qu,n., nent to offer Loft control seMCeS untd December 31. 1998 The Comm1Ss10n finds that 
exuptJonal orcumstances pnM!flt R.CTCA lrom prOV!dong toll control a1 this bme due to the difficulty 
,n obta,ning the necessary software upgrades to provide the sennce 

XXII 

The Commission find$ that RCTCA intends to provtele lJlelone and Link Up programs to 
quaifylng customers lhroughout ,ts sennce area consistent with $late and fedeflll l\Jles and oroers 

XXIII 

The Comm,ss,on find.s that RCTCA shall ad\/eftlSe the avad.lbll,ty of the services suppo,ted 
by the federal \IIWen.al se,,,,ce support rnechan.sm and the charges thefefo, ttvoughOvt ,ts HMOe 
area using media of genera.I d'IStnbutlon once each year The Commission further finds that if the 
rate for any ol lhe services supported by the lederal universal serv;ce suppo,t mechanism changes. 
the n- rate must be advertised us,ng med,a of general doslllbution 

XX.IV 

?i.nuant 10 47 u SC S 214(e)(5), the Commission designates RCTCA's cu.rrent study area 
H !IS HIVICe atea 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has Junsd1C1Jon over 1h15 matter pursuant to SOCl Chapters 1-26, 49-31 , 
and47 USC §214, 

II 

Pursuant 10 4 7 U.S C § 214(e)(2). the Comm,ss,on ,s requ,roQ 10 <iesignalo a common 
earner that meets the requirements of seci,on 214(e)(1) as an ETC lo, a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 214(e)(1), a common earner that ,s de.s,gnated as an ETC ,s eligible 
to reoetVe universal serv,c,e SUppol1 and shall. lhroughout ,ts service area. offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal service suppo,t mechanisms e,ther using ,ts own faollues o, a 
comb,nat,on cf ,ts own faohlle-s and resale or another camel's services The crmer must al,o 
adverti se the ava1lab1bty of such services and the rates lor the services using med1- of general 
d1stnbUt10n 

IV 

The FCC has designated the followlng services o, lunotiona~ties as thOse supponed by 
lederal univerr.al sennce suppon mecharnsms (1) vooce grade acc.ess to the public switdied 
netwolil, (2) local usage; (3) dual tone muJt,,frequency s,gnaltng o, tts funcilonal equal. (4) singkl 
patty serv,ce or ,ts functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency serviCM, (6) acc.ess to operator 

4 



services; (7) access to mtere,cchange service, (8) access to directory as51,ianee, and (9) loll 
llmltabon for qualifying IOW·1ncome consumers 4 7 C F R § 54 101 (a) 

V 

As part or its obl1gat1on s as an ETC, a.n ETC 1s required 10 make available Lifeline and Link 
Up services to qualifying 1ow.jncome consumers 47 C F R § 54 .cos . .C7 C F R § 54 .c 11 

VI 

RCTCA hal mel the requirements of 47 C F R § 54 101 (a) with the excepllon of the ability 
to offer tol comroi ~ant to .C7 CF R § 54 101(c). the Commiss,on concludes 1ti.1 RCTCA has 
demoostrated e,cceptional circumstances that 1ustofy granting 1t a waiver of the requirement to offer 
toll control until December 31, 1998 

Vil 

RCTCA slulll provide llfehno and Link Up programs to qualifying customers throughout 11s 
service area consistent with slate and federal rules and Ofders 

VIII 

RCTCA shall advmtlH tile avadability of Iha seMC&s supported by the ledtttl UIIMlfSal 
service suppol1 mechanism and the charges therefor using media of general d,slllbut,on once each 
year If the rate for any of the services suppc)(1ed by tho federal universal service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate shall be advertised using media of general djstnbu1,on. 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 USC. § 214(e)(S), lhe Comm1SSIC)(I des,gnales RCTCA's current study area 
as tis servtce area 

are• 

X 

The CornmisSIOl'I desigtlates RCTCA as an el,gob,e teleoommunicat>ons earner for ,ts service 

II ,s therefore 

ORDERED, that RCTCA's current study area ,s designated as ,ts servace area. ,no ,1 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, Olat RCTCA shal be~ a wa,ver of the requnrnent to offer ton 
control services untol December 3 1, 1998. and ,1 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, Illa! RCTCA shaD follow the advf!rtis,ng requ,remonts as listed a::,Ovo, 
and ,111 

F~ ORDERED. 11\81 RCTCA ,s designated as an oltg,ble 1elecommunoca1,ons earner 
for rts servoce area 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE !hat lllis Order was duty entered on the l1zlday of December, 
1997. Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept delivery of the deosloo by the parties. 

Daleo at Pierre, Soulh Dakota. this ..L..:Z!t!aay of OeQ!mber, 1997 

CfRTlFICA T1: Of SfRVICe 
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-rec; 7-tJC/9 
u n : 1.JNF. ANU LINK ltl' 1'1.AN 

I Jf itOfli-:k'i .S C C >LINTY ·r t l.EPiiONF. C'OOl'f:RATIV.: ' ',SO<"IAT I~ 

lhc l<ohcn, Cnunt~ r.,Jcphouc Coopcmrl\c A'"'lfx:mllon , 11bn111\ rh" pLm 11ur,1m111 to 47 C'FR § 
S4 401(JJ Kohen, C'ount) lckphoroc Cnopcrall\C Aw>cmtum ha, "'-"'" Jc-,wtolcd '" .,n elig1blc 
1clccn11111111n1~:it1<1m ,amcr b) !he Sourh Oal.m., l'uhhc ll11l11i.-, t"t•tnnl1,,11m 1·.sl)f' (J('•J ond. as <ucJi. 
m11,1 mnl.c I 1foh11e and I 1111. I p ,en ... ,, •V>1fnhlc In qu•hf) ing lo"·m~omc con"rmcr> as sc1 fonh ,n 1flc 
Comm""on\ l-'11111/ Orrl,•r amf t>,·1·1rnm N1m1·., 11/ F.111n•n/ n .. ·c1u,m J,rcd Nm cm her I K, 11197. "~ucd ,n 

0 11c~t·1 rn11.1 so no 1bc Moun uf tbe !ovs:su~auon m10 11>c: L1fd me aoJ Lml Up C•QIWIUW, "hkh I< 
nnaehcd ""' fahih11 A, n11d con,1>tcn1 "ith Ilic criteria e<tnbh,hed under 47 Cl R H S4 400 10 S4 .1 f 7. 
inclu,1\.~ 

A. Genrr,4f 

n,c l.,ld,nc nnd I tnl. l 'r f'n1j!r:un, a,>1\I quJhficd l,, ... 111w111c (1111,umer, h) f'IO\ 11,hng lot 
rcdu.:cd 111rn11hf) ch>J!(C,, anti reduced cc,011«11011 chJ~,._ f<>r t, ... ~I tdcJ>hllnc \('f\ 1cc I he a~!r<• 

tJnc-c df>phc, Iv u ,rnJ,:k 1dc:phonc linr :11:.. qual1fit:'d ~tHl 11111cr') rurnt 1r,al pl.,rc of rc,,dcm:C' 

~ ,\ 4u.1ltfo:d lrt\\ mcomc c,wnuma ,, n 11:kph~.,nc ~b)("r1~r ""''10 p.1r1tC1ft.1IC\. m a1 tea.st one t,f 
1hc ft.l llu" inJ: puhhc Ih"\t~tam:c programs: 

• l\kdoca,tl 
h I ood '\1.,mJ'I\ 
, \up11tcmcn1.1I '\«11111) Income ('.-.\ I 1 
ti I C'dcrJI l'u~J,c 11,,,i.mi; '' ""'•nee 
c I ow, lncomc ll11rnc l:ncrl!.) ,\ \\I\Uncc l 'mi:rnm (I 111 :AI') 

• A 11u3111icd 1,,...,11crn11e ,'On•umcr " cl1g1hlc '" ,eccl\ c cnhcr ,,r ll(lll, I rfchne lml I ml. U!P 
11 ~!\ ,,mn~l'! 

I Kohen, f'oonl) lcl<:phvnc Coopcr.111,c '"""'""1111n ,.,11 a,hct11\C the ;l•31l3l,1l11) of I ifcl ,n,c 
.md l ml. Ur,"'" rec, aml 1hc charg~ rhcrdorc u>1ng mcd1:11 of )(cn,-ral d,smbutton ~nd m acce>rd 
"'ch 30) rule, 1hn1 mn.), l>c dc,clopcd D) the 'illl'U( r"' nprlrca11<>n 10 c11i1blc tel«4'mmunica , 
IHHh 1.::trr1rr, 

~ In 1ul,h11011. Kohen, C'ounl) lclcphl)nc C\ onpcl'athc "'"'"'~11.,n. '" tcquircd b) the F1m1/ 
llrrl,•r 111u/ O,·r m1111 ,, 1111< ,. 11/ /.°Jltf) of I kt l<tfm ,,f tl,c, \IJl'lJ(' (I ,h,b11 A), ,.,11 111d1catc '" ,r .. 
annu•I rcpe'>r1 10 1hc \l)PCJC the numhcr (If ,u""-r1bcr1 "nh,n 11'< "'" ,cc >lc.l r«cl\ mi: L,fclu,c, 
•nd•or l.1111. l Ir, "''"t•n<:c In ndd,11011, 1111, rnfom1A11\ln "111 be prn, rdc(l 10 rhe l ' n" erul Scr.•rcc 
1\Jrnm1Slrall\C Comp.~) t"CISf\('"J 

6 lnfonnau,,n ""' hl 1hc 111111100 of conwmcrs qn•l,f)mi; for I ,rehrrc and"' I ml. I r a.,s1>1J1ncc: 
<JOIIOI currcnll) he P"" jded h) l<(>lien, C:ounl) lclepoouc C l">f'Cnllr\ C "'""'!Allon !,«ausc II 

h• 110 •lCC<''" lo IIIC 11u•cmmrn1 mfnnn.1111,n necc-.sa~ 1n dctrrm,rn: hem mM1) ol rh telephone 
-i,hso:nhcrs arc r"nr.,p.armi,: rn 1he aho,c rc(ercntt'\l f!Ubhc: •<s1i1:111cc l'f•~•rn, \\ rrhout thr< 
111h,nn•111rn. k 11licn, Count) lelcplKmc c·NoJ)<tJII\C Al"'<cl.JILM U'lnn<>I P""'""· ~, lh" umc:. 
'""" , rca ... onnhlc c,111nntc of rhc nurnbcr nl 11, ,ut,<cr,bcr-. ""''· •her bnu.tl) I, IY'.18 . w,111,c 
tc,cn ,ng I 1fclmc ;and t11r I- m\. l tp 11.en rec !nlomuatw1 :t\ ht 1Jtc numhcr tll II\ "'" '"me&Jmc ~ul>­
""""~ 11uahl) •II!' for I ,tel111c :md /,,r Lmi l 'p ••n he pun ,<kd olkr ~pr,h,~•,or,, for I rfehnc and 
I mt.. l lr, ""'"••Kc h,,-·c httn 1«c" ell h~ l<ohc:n, l'ounl) I clcplklfll.' C0t'j1C'f J II\ e ,..oc,ntron 
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~ In 111:tonl "uh 1hc ',IWI tr, l-11ml Onlrr t,!l(/ /J.-f1"" " \'uurr u/ /;rur) •if //ft 11i,u1, Rnbrru 
t"m1111, ldcplmne ( l>C>pctatl\ c ;\ ,,oe10IK>11 '"II make •pphca11on fonn• ,wailohlc lo •II o f ,is 

"' "''"S rc~odentml cu<tnmc", 10 311 nc" cu'1omer, "hen 1he} 4ppl} for rc11dt'nt•1I local tclc, 
phone...,,. ,,c. and 10 111lKJ1 rc:r""1,"' cn111,e,; up,111 1hc11 rcque,;1 

D. Urrlinr 

I I 1fol11i.: "-"' 1cc nK"''" a rctn,l lo..ol :,c,-·,cc nffonng for " hith quahficJ lo" ,11,cornc rnnsmnc" 
I"') rc-ducnl churgc, 

:: I 1fchnc \Cl'\1Cc mcludn \ P ICC grade D<Cett to 1hc rublic , .. itched nCI\IOr~. loc11l us:ige. dun! 
IQnc 111ul11, frc:qucnq "tn3hnl( nr i~ func11011al c:qui,'lllcn1. , 111i;lc-p.1ny "'" ,cc or 1b fonc1,onnl 
1,,~ui\ akru. ,.tccc..~, tt-. c:tntfl=.t:'MC) .;.en itc-.. nccc~, to op:r.1tc)r '-tn 1.:c'"· ru.~~\.~ hl ml<'~\chun8-c Str· 
, itc, ac~C',\ IP ducUOI) J\)1'1a,u:c, :ind 1oll l1m11a11un 

1 ()m1hficd '"" , 111cc,111c ,ut»cnhcr< arc rc-qum:tl hl ,11hrn11 an upphc.1111m form in 11rtkr 10 rec;,,. c 
I 1fd111c " "' "e In llppl) 1111=, for l.1fcl111c J>'t\lancc, the ,ulK<.nti)('r 111us1 certify under p,,nnlt) n ( 

l'<'fJUI) th>1 the} arc curr<'nll) panicira1i1111 m al lca~t one of the qualifying puhhc . .... 1.111cc pro­
wan" l" lcd Ill \ctloon \ 2. nl:xwc In ~dd11,on, 1he ,ub,,cr1bcr "''"' ag,cc 10 IWIII) Rob,,rts 
( OUIII} 1 dcpl1<111(' t <'"l"'rJI I\C A<S<'CiaUQn """" the) <~SC panic 1p:llin)l in lhc qua hf) ing pub, 
he ;1,'-1,t:10ce pto;tram(\:) 

J I he 1u1nl mu111hl) l.1frli11c crcdn .. a,lahlc ro qimhlit.'d consumer< is SS ~S Ro~n~ Couniy 
lclcph<>r1" t'oorcro11,·c ,\).,.lC1nrn:,11 ,J,ull provide lhc credit 10 q1.111lilictl cc>fbllmc~ h> applying 
lhc fcdcr11l h.Jr,clmc 1upron :amnunt nf S1.S0 10 \\Ol\e the c1,n<urncr's fccJcral l:nd,l l<cr Common 
I.inc charge und appl) 111i; 1hc addit1om1l authoru.cd federal suppon amoun1 tlf$ I .75 a~ • cttdi1 to 
Ilk! w 11'11mc(< 1n1m, 1J1tc '...c.al «,>,-•ice rnlc TI,c federal bas.:linc t uppon amo11n1 nnl1 additional 
,upport a,11tnhlc. 101uhng SS ~S. sh•II reduce kobcrt< t 'o un1y ·1c1cph11nc ( oopcrativc 
""""'"lion', 1.,,.,,,11unOcJ (vr (llhcr\\ '"' gc:ncrall> ava,lnbk ) rc,idc1111al r.uc Iii• 1hc , ctv1ccs lb t· 
cd noo,c 1n 'iccttan U J l'C'r lhc ,nachcd SOl'UC f'mul OM,•r w,d 0<'cLfl1Jn, A'mtc,· of f:rlfn• t>f 
/>.•d1/u,r, 1hc \llrl lt ha, :outlklm.ro tnll'll.<llltt rate rcdu.:1,011, for eligible tclcrornmunications 
cnrntr5 rnul.rni lhc add111011al fcdcml suppon amount o ( SI. 75 ••n1lablc 11,c SDPUC !lid not 
est.tbh\ h a ~tare l.,rehnc program 10 fund uny funher r:uc rctlucti,,tl~ (l;i..hihit .\, h r1<l111t1-, orfac1 
VII and VIII . and C(111Ch1'14>n~ of La\\ II and Ill) 

S Rnbcn, :'ounty lclcphonc Coopcntlt>c A<SOClllloon "Ill not <l15eonncc1 , uh,cnbc" from 1hcor 
I 1tcl111c ,en tee rnr non·pa~m.:_111 of 1011 chnrgo unlc,s 1hc SDPUC. pursiun1 10 ·H C'Fk 4 
S,l IOllbXI 1. h•• i;rontcd the cnmpanJ • "~"'"'from 1hc non.tJ1scon11t'\.t rcqmrcmtnt 

6 I , ccpt h> lhc c\lcn1 1h01 kobcn~ Count) lclcphonc C\1<>pcr,1t c 1\ ,..oct:1111111 h,c, .;b1a111cJ a 
\\,)1'cr fmm 1hc \l)l'I Jt pur,,Wtnl 111 ~7 ('IR ~ Sd IOl (c), the C<>m,,'111) shnll <1ffer l<'ll l,m111uioo 
In all ,,uahf) mi,: lu" •inrnmc cntl\umcrs "hen Ilk!) ~ub<eribc tn I. ifehni: ,,,r, ott If tltc , ul,sc11bcr 
rl~L\ 111 rc,mc 11111 l111111at11t11. thlt ~" ,er \11JII h..'Ulme pan ul 1ha1 ,11b..c11bcr', t.11ctrnc ~Cl\ ace 

7 Kohen, c ~out1t} ldq:,hnn~ t"ooptr.:ah,c ,, ,~1eu:a11,w1 "'" n<U collc-:t a "4:f"\ ''-c dtp,,-.11 m order 
1,, 111111:11c t 1lthnc "'" 1cc 1f the 11uahl) 111i; 1,, .. . 1neomc c1111~um,-r •<>luntortl) elect\ 1<111 hk'l:1.mi; 
on lltt:u tclcrh,•,u: line lh,,\r,<'r. one rnnn1h"s loc:al ~n,,rc c:!uugt'\ '"'') he f\:4111rcd it..\ an 
~uhntKc Jl-1)111~111 ·' 

' . 



C. l.lnk l 'r• 

I 111~ l/11 ine-•n, 

( .. 11 ;\ rc:du,hon m the u.a'\100\.lf) ctuirJtc tor c,nnincmin~ 1rlccommunu:.JtKlrh ~f\ 1\!c for 
n ""~le 1rli.-co111mun,ca11ons conncc1K"1n •• u 011r1•11mc(s pnncapJI pl...:c i,f =•Jcn.:c n,e 
,cducttnn, IDJIJ he ~O l"'rcenl ,, r 1he cu,1nrtta') , hj'l!• ,,, iJfl 00, .. h,chc,·« "ks,. nnJ 

( h) A Jcfcrrcd ;.cite-Jule tor f'J) mrnl of 11,c cl1J11i:c, 11-,=><'I! for cc1nimon<111µ '>Cr'\ ice, for 
'"hl\h the \.ffll\lltn(r Jl,c, m" p.1) 11\h!t'C\t nK" tntC!tC\.t t.harg~ h('J.t .t~~\CJ M ti~ C'lm• 

,urnrr d1JII be 1"1 «•OOl'Cllon charge< of ur 111 ~100 ClO 1hn1 an! deterred 10 J l"",nJ IIOC t i> 

c,c..:.ct.""Ct one > e..1r 

1 \ h:ue;:.c" ~,\t._"'\\C'd rur c.:ommc1k.m~ \Cf'\ 1i;.c 11k. lut.k lln) dwr~"' th.1: :uc cu,,1u11unh ., .... \t~d fllr 

\.1.>t11u."Ctmt ,ulN:11hcr ... ht di< ncl\\1,rk llt'""' ch.u~c~ d\1 "'" mdudC' .in, p..41nw,,,hlc ~cunt~ 
dcp<l\11 roquircmcnl, 

J lhc I.in~ I Jp rro~ram ,11 .. 11 •IIO\l a Cllfl\Unl<I tel IC'lCI\C thc b..-ncfil .. t 1.hc I tn~ I I' r r<'w,ut• 
IN J <,«ond or ,ubo<t,<1uc111 1unc ,>nl) for fi rr1nc1p.tl plJec of rcM<kncc "uh •n 0Jd11,_, J,ffcmll 
'"'"' 1hc rc\ldcncc •dJrc~, 01 "Inch 1hr L111l Ur> ai.•i=cc ,ui pm,,,tleJ prc, 1ooil) 

l<ot,c,n, C.:ount) lclcrlK>nc- C n,,r,cr.illH A'-.><><llll"m 
l'(J fin, 1 ll7 
:SC\, l.ffi11111v11. S I> S7:?55 01'17 
1 l:fcr,h<inc ws.r, n.s 111 

'"' L.t__ ./ I . ~ . 
' f'An; la I larnn11,tl"fl ~(./ty..J-

Manag~r 
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LXIII Bl I "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RfCEIVro 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH OAK OT A 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) FINAL ORDER AND 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) DECISION; NOTICE OF 
PROGRAMS ) ENTRY OF DECISION 

) TC97-150 

IV. its August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, the Pubhc Utlhtles Commission 
( Commission) voted to open a docket conccm1ng the Federal Commumcataons 
Convnission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifehne and 
Lank Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decld'ed that at would provide for 
additional federal support an the amount of $1.75, above the rurrent SJ 50 level However, 
an order for a state's l..rfehne consumers to receive the add1tJOnal $1,75 an federal support, 
the state commission must approve that reduction an the portion of tho intrastate rate paid 
by the end use, 47 C F R § 54.403{a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to ono-half of any support generated from the intrastate 11.msd1ction, 
up to a maximum of S7.00 an federal support. 47 C.F.R § 54.403{a). A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Ltfehnc p lan meets the critena set 
forth tn 47 C F R § 54 401 

By 0(00( dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entities to subn'ilt written oooments conc:emng how tho Commtss1on should 1mpleme'll the 
FCC's rulds on the Lifeline and Lank Up programs In their written comronts, interested 
persons and entitles commented on the following questions 

1 Whether the Comm1ss1on should appiove intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eltg1ble fo< L1lohne supp0<1 to receive the additlonal S1 75 an federal support? 

2 Whether the Commission should sot up a state L1foline Program to fund further 
reductions an the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether the Comm1ss1on should modify the ex isting Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission file o< requlfe the came< to Me tnfo<matJon with the 
admln!stratOf o( the federal unrve<sal service fund demonstrating that the camel's Lifeline 
plan meets tho cntena sot forth an 47 CF R § 54 40 1{d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997, tho Comm1ss1on sot pubhc hearings to receive 
pubhc comment on the questtons listed above Tho hearings were held at the following 
umos and places 

RAPID CIJY Monday, Ociober 27. 1997, 1 00 pm . Canyon Laf..e Senior C1t1zens 
Center. 2900 Canyon Lake 011,.0 Rapid Caty. SD 

UC ,, 



PIERRE 

SIOUX FALLS 

Tuesday, Odobe< 28, 1997. 1:30 pm . State Capitol Bu1ld1ng, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierro, SD 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997. 9 00 am , Center lor Active 
Generauons, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls. SD 

At ,ts November 7, 1997, meeting. the Comm1s.s,on ruled as follows On the first 
,ssue, the Comm,ss,on aulhonzed intrastate rate redu:ct1ons to allow eligible consumers 
to receive the add1t1onal Sl 75 1n f!Xleral support. Wtlh respect to the second issue, the 
Comrms.st0n decided to not sel up a state I.Jfehne prog-am to ft.nd f~r reductions at this 
time. On the third issue. the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST an<l earners that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 SO reduction of local rates to low income O.Jstomers age 60 and over The Commission 
furthe< ruled that tho Sou1h Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules In addition. the 
CoovmSStOn Ofdered that staff, ,n consultation with the earners, develop a standard form 
for self-oert1ficahon, that these forms be sent to all of lhetr O.Jstomers pna< to January 1. 
1998, and thereafter, to all new O.Jstomers: and that the carriers make the forms available 
to any person or cnltty upon request On tho fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
earfk.-'f bo reqlllted to file with tho FCC the information dcmonstratmg that tne camel's plan 
meets the appltcablo FCC cntena and that the carrier send an informatJvnal copy to the 
Commission Further, lhal the earners include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscnbcrs who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

Based on the written comments and evidence dnd testimony received at the 
heanngs, the Comm1ss1on makes the following Findings or Fad and Conclusions of law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The O.Jrrent state L,feltne p<ogram is referred to, as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The o..irrent state Link Up program 1s refooed l o as the Link Up Amenca program 
lhe Comm1ss1on implemented those programs ,n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
,ts Dvcls1on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued ,n Docket F-3703. lo the Matter 
of the 1ovost1gal!o0 ,mo 1mo1ementa11o0 of a IoleQhone Assistance Piao (or South Dakota 
Customers Exhibit 1 at page 1 Subsequent buyers of u S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs l.d at pages 1-2 

II 

The amounl of TAP asStstance 1s $7 00, S3 50 of whlCh 1s federally funded. w,th the 
rema1n1ng S3 SO funded by the local telecommumcahons earner J.d at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was or191nally allowed to charge a surcharge to fµnd tho piogram, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up lhat right ,n Docket F -3647-8, lo the Matter or the Pubhc Uhhlfes 
Comm,ss,oo 1oves1ioauoo ,mo the Efiects of the 1986 Jax Reform Act on South Dakota 
Uhhhes Exh1b1t S In order 10 receive the TAP assistance. a member of the household 
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rnust be 60 years of age Of older and partlcipate 1n either the food stamp Of the low-income 
energy assistance program. Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

The Link Up Ameoca program provides assistance in an amount equal to one-hall 
or the qualifying subsetiber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum of 
S30.00. ill. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telephone seivice and must not have been provided telephone seivice at his Of her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency aiteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). ~ The Link Up program is funded enurely out of federal funds. ill. 

IV 

lhe FCC revised the ,current Lifeline and Link Up p1rograms in CC Docket No. 96-
45, lo the Matter of fedecal::State Joint Board on Universal Service, adopt.ed May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998. the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be S3 SO per qualifying low-income consumer with an addilionat S 1. 75 in federal support. 
1f the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in Intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54.403{a). Additional federal Lifeline support in ar:i amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) is also available. lg. 

V 

The FCC further round tha1 the !ederal support for Link Up WIii continue to be a 
redudlon ,r. the teleo:xmiunk:atl()(lS camel's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer coMedion charge or S30.00, whichever is less. 47 C.F R § 
54 413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant 10 the FCC's Nies, 11 !here 1s no state Lifel,no or l.tnk Up program. a 
consumer is eligible for support 1r the consumer participates in one of the following 
programs: Medicaid; food stamps: Supplemental Secunty Income; federal public housing 
assistance; ex the LCM'·lncome Home Energy Assistance Program 47 CF R. §§ 54 409(b) 
and 54.415{b). In ackhtion. if Jhere 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up prO{jram, a customer 
must CM1fy under p!., ialty of pef}Ufy thal the customer 1s rece1v1ng benefits from one of ihe 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the earner 1r the customer ceases to part1r1pate 
1n such program or programs jg 

VII 

lhe first issue 1s wtlether the Comm1sst0n should approve intrastate rate redue11ons 
to allow consumers eligible for L1fehne suppo<i to receive the additional S 1 75 ,n federalt 
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suppon The Commission finds that it shall authonze intrastate rate reductions ror eligible 
telecomn .unications companies providing local exchange serv,ce to allow eligible 
consumers to rece,ve the· additional $1 .75 in federal support. Thus, the total amount or 
federal support ,s $5.25 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Commiss,on should set up a state L1fehne program 
lo rund furthe• reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user The Commission 
finds ii will not set up a state l.ifeline program to rund further reductions al this lime. 

IX 

The thi rd issue is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With respect to the existing Lifeline program. the Commission finds that 
rt shall eliminate the existing TAP program that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3 SO redvctio . . of local rates to low income 
customers age 60 and Oller. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.41 7. 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not Instituting further state h.nded reductions is 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and sell-certificatt0n requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. tn addition. the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consult.ation with the carriers, develop a standard rorm for sell­
certificauon. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer prior to January 1, 
1998. The earners shall also send a form to each or lheir new customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or enbty upon request. 

X 

Tho fourth ,ssue is wtielher the Commission should file, or in the alternative, reqw re 
the earner to file information with the fund adm1n1strator ~ 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d). The 
Commission finds the carriers shall be required to file th.at information demonstrating that 
the carnets plan meets the applicable FCC rules and th.at the earner send an informatio.nal 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscnbers who receive Ltfehne and Link Up 
support, 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comrmss,on has 1unsdidton over this matter pursuan l to SDCL Chapter 49-31. 
specifically 49-31-1.1. 49-31 -3. 49-31 -7, 49-31 -7 1. 49-31 · 1 \ 49.31. 12 1. 49-31-12.2 and 
12 4, and 47 CF R §§ 54 400 to 54 417 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54.403{a). the Commission authonzes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers 10 receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support. 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
redoaions at this time. The existing South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, indusive, on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard ronn for self-certification The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send .a fom, to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § S4.40f(d). the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the earner send an 1nformatiooal aJf1'i to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include In their annual report to the Commfssion the number or 
subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

It is therefore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
teleoommunlcations companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers lo receive the additional $1 .75 in federal suppo.rt: and it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission will not set up a state Ltfeline program 
to fund further reductions at lhis lime; and it ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program; that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Comm1ss1on Slaff, in consultation with the carriets, develop a standard 'form for self­
certificauon; that the carriers shall send these forms to all or their customers prior to 
January 1. 1998: that lhe carriers shall also send a form to each of their new wstomers: 
and that the carriers make the forms available to any person or entity upon request: and 
it is 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED. that the carrier shall file with the FCC lhe information 
demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an informational copy to the Commission The carriers shall also inclUde in their 
annual report to the Commission the number of subsctibers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this Ji'dday of November, 1997. 

CERT1FICAT£ Of SERVICE 

T1W " """VIOd hCffl7f -6 IIWl On ____ _,_ .. _ .. 
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