
(X) y ./1 Jl..l 
O' TC97-098 
0----------------------------1 

IH)r,;i,: ~:r ·o. 

F'- In tlie- Mau,.r u( 

CJ' 
(..J 

t-

IN THE MATTER Of THE FILING BY 
BERESFORD UUNICPAL TELEPHONE 
CO. FOR DESIGNATION AS AN 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER 

Public Utilities Commission of the State of South Dakota 
OA'tr 

...... ___ . --· ·-·-- -



TC97-098 
8£Rt:\'f"ORD MUNICIPAL TELEP/ION£ COMPAN Y 

JOIN JRJJ ,\"f 
/IJ,.J(l-:SHJH/1, S. /1 !o701J4 

phouf! 605 7liJ-!j(I() fax /lfJj 76J-7 II: enm1I Ka)11•: u bmtc.1ie1 

June 18, 1997 

Dear Mr Bu.llard 

Beresford Municipal Tclqihone Co is enclosing a request for 

dcsigna1ion as an ·chgiblc 1clccommuniauions carrier' ("ETC'} Beresford 

Municipal fclephonc Co has assumed univCN1I service obliga1ions for 

the area it serve. dnd meets lhc cri1cri1 for ETC dcsig,uuion in accordanu 

wuh federal rCl(Ulation.s. cxtq>I for the rcquiremen1 for ·1011 ton1rol' :let'lite 

Beresford Municipal Tclqihone Co • alons with others In the industl)', i, in 

the process ofex•mining thc ·toll control' issue. 11 is certain tha1 the pro-

vision of1h1s =vice as ou11Jncd in the applicable FCC rules will require a 

better undemanding of the FCC's intm1 relath't' 10 ' toll control' than exists 

now Due to 1hc time needed in s1udying and providing the '1011 control' 5Cf'Vicc, 

lkfcsford Municipal Telephone Co 15 also enclosing herewith a requts1 for a 

1ernponil) waiv.:t of 1hc ·1011 conrrol' service rcqulrcmem 

Please comac1 me wi1h any ques1ions you may have ~rding lhcse 

requests 

Thanl. you yours truly 

- r:,:EIVED 

, •• ~ • 1997 



South D2ko1.1 TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICE FILINGS Public U tilities C.omnussio n 

St,te C apitol !iOO E. C lpi,o l Thtq ••• ct,,e trifeomnuni(.,1UonJ M<VK• NtnQ, 11\atth• Corm-..u.M>n h.lt. ftQfwtd IOf tM pttrtOd ol· 

l'itm. SD S/ 501-5070 06/13/97 through 06/19/97 
l'ho nr: (800) .lJ:!-1782 
Fu: (605} 77.l-3809 

tf you Med • <~ • copy or , Nang ra.a.td. OYttNQhl upr,o.cL °' rNUtd to )'CMJ.. P"•M e:ont.Kt ~ine Kolbo nhin flv, cs.ya ot lhi1 NinQ 

DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INlfRI/ENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97.076 
Applca!lon by Journey Telecom lntemollOnol, Inc tor a Cer111\cate or Aulhority 10 operato as a telecommurucaoons company 

06/13197 07,07'97 
wMln the stale of South Dakota (Staff: TSITZl 

Aj>plbtion by Calls ror Less, Inc. dibla en. for o Colllfi<:ate or Authonly to operate a, a telacommunicatk>IIS company Within 

TC97-091 
the slote of Soulh Dakota {StaN TS/TZ) l\pplic:8nt seeks authomy to orii11nato and termln110 ·11trastate . lntral.A TA and 

06117197 07/07'97 
,nlerl.ATA c-alls of bus.ne5S and resdenbal customer1. to OJM!ralo as a Tro1vol and Delx! (Ptepaid Cahngl Card reselle, . and 
to o,o,nde COCOTICOPT HMCI. 

Ap\*:al!On by Crystal Commun,c:atlons. Inc IOI a cc,~fic:ate or AUUlor,ty 10 ope,ate u a te1ecommun.caoon1 company withm 

TC97-103 
the slate of Soulh Dakota (Srotl TS/TZ) Applieanl seeks aulhonly 10 l)lovtde local telecommunk:abOns serw:es and 

06/19/97 07/07197 
111orexdlang11 telecommunications SCMCM. The Appl!canl W!li nol offer any loc1l tolocommunouoons seMCes w,Wn a Rural 
Telotlhone Company feMce a,ea Without sotkr"!I sepa1ate Commiss>on a11tho111Y 

Applicaoon DV Olllltnk:o, Inc. for a Certlbte or Au1hot1y to opemte as a 1t1ecommu111C1b0ns company W\thln lhe state ot SoUl/1 
Dakota (Staff' TS/TZ) Appllcanl "intends lo subscribe to and 1osefl all forms ot lnlor -erchange and ontta-exchango 

TC97-10, 1elecorM1unlcnbon$ SCIMCQS., lhe Slate of Soult, Oal<Ola, locluding loc:31 ckal tone ,erv,ces, Message T etephone SeMCe Wide 06/19197 07/07197 
Alea Teluphono Se,,,;co, WAT5-lilte r;ervlc:es, l"'L'ign elchange 50MC;e, pirvate hnes. tie lines acc:Hs sol"llice, cotlular seMCe. 
loco! SWttchod MtMCe and othe, seMCOS and facilities of communic:abOns common catrlelS and orhe entll>es • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lntra51ate Tolephono Company. Inc pursunnl to , 1 USC 21, (e) and , 7 CFR SA 201 hereby soeks des,gnaoon as an eligible 
telecommunlc-aoons earner Wltllln lhe local ,nchango areas that conslltUle ,ts seMCO aiea in South Dakota lnt.rastato 
Telephone Company 15 the lac,ht>es-ba5ed local exchange earner posenlty 1>10\'1d!flll loc11I e~ange lelecommunicabOns 

TC97•077 SCll\'IC)OS., lllCI I~ cad!Mges., South Dakota B!adley (7~ ). CMUewood (793) , Claik (532). Florenee (758). Har (783). n&/13197 07/071'97 
Lalle Norden (785) . Waubay (947). Webster 13'5) , \Mllow La~e (6'5) and Bryanl (628) lnltllllale Telephone Company, to 
,ts ~o. ,s lhe only airriet today prowling local o•chango tolecommunlCllbOnl seiw:es kl Vie above idenofied 111cl1ang& 
AteA$ ,sraff HBJl(CI 

PAGE 1 OF 6 



lnlol'ltntn TelocommuncallC>nS Cool)e,awo Inc PIJl5U3nt 10 4 7 USC 2 l'(e ) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby s11el s IIM,,Qnallem 
as an ehg1bfe 1elecommunc.tbons cMrset WChen lh4' toc..11 _. , rhange .,.a, tr.at con~•"l,te ,ts wr'W"C.o 11.,.11 w, Soutn O..t• tJt" 
lntfl1'51l11e Telecommunoc4b0~ Coo11«atrte IS Ill~ l•o.~ Dated local 1u c.hange carrier p,.,.enuy p,OWJ,ng loc.11 h ,11,, ,.g1• 

TC97-078 
te1ecommunocab0n1 seMCes '" t11t1 tollovMSI ti•th11nges ,n !ioutll Da~ota GOOCl""n (795) Claar La~ft (874) G•,y 071) 

~ 1397 07/07197 
E~elwie (673) Bmndl (876) Astom, (8)21 Toronto 179' ) Wc,1 Herlllod\ ( ' 79) Elk1on (!>42) WMo (629) 8100- ,ng\ Ru,at 
(693) s.n111 (826) Nunda'RuU&nd (586) Wentwol1h ( ' 83) end c11u1e, (46!1) lnh11\lllte Tet,communoc:abOns Coo11e••~,., 
to lb ~nowledge tS the only canll'f today p<e1v,o,ng tocal e•cllange lelecommun,ca'lons s@rvces on tile aboYe l<l~ntf,.., 
eac111nn11 areas /Statt HB'l<CI 

WMI RMtt Coope,awe Telephone C01npany putT,u•nllo c 7 USC 21C(e) and , 1 CFR S4 201 ne,eby Hoks designabOn as 
lll1 et,g,t,le telecommuncauon, ame, Wlllwl the local e,cr,ange area, tllal COMCIU1e ,is seMCe •••• tn Soulll D•ltota Wttt 

rcs; 080 
Rr'1'< T e'ephOne ,s Ille ,.-.~ loc:i)l e, cha"l)t tarne, p,e~"tlV ll'O.od,ng toca, e, thange telecommun.caaons ier.•o, a,;, lllf':1, 07,1),,97 
., 11111 IOflowtno Cl<CNl"IJM 8ISon (2•U ) !lull~lo (37S) Cdmp c,oo;. (SOS.7117) ano (' 06 Sin, IM .. dow (788) and So,un (8661 
We$! Rmu TelftlltlOlle ton knowl«lgo ,s I/Ill only c a11ie1 today p10'1dlnjj local e, changt lolecommu111ca1><>n, setV1Ct• "' in~ 
above ldenbfied e• Chanoe a,us (Std HS.'l<CI 

SlaWllne T11tec;ommunr:at10M Inc 1X1rsu1nt to C7 USC 21 C(e) end 4 7 CFR SC 201 herot,y seeu dfflgnabOn es an •l<Q·lll, 
telecornmun,c;utions car,,c, Wltllm tho local e• chHngt ateas lnnt consbtutt 115 S01111C11 ama ,n Soulh Oa~ola Statel,n~ I\ Ill• 

TC97-081 ltc1hbea based local e,thange ca,ne, ptesenUy PfO\lld•,g local e,cna~e leltcommJnoullOns M!MCM in Iii• lollnlMQ 06 1e,i1 07K)7.~7 
e.cthangn Newel (' S6J Nlslilnd (2S7) fl'4 Lemmon (60S-37C) and (701 376) Stateline to 11:r. lv>O..Aedge IS the o"'Y u,ne, 
todav o,o\lldmn local e,chaooe teli,corrmuroc.tllOns Sl!MCM ,n lne aDOVe lllenbflecl e·, c1111noe areas IStaH HB'l<CJ 

Accent CornmuNt,11><>ns Inc pursu~nl lo 47 USC 2 U (t) and 47 CFR SC 201 heret,y seol ~ du,gnabOn as an ol<J·bl~ 
teleeommuracabOn, ca,ne, ~ th• toc~I aschange ;,reas lhal con.>vtute 4) ~crV"C.e •rra Accent 1S me raav.i.,s bHN 

TC91 063 e•change earner llftsently P'OVICllt>O tocal e, ct,ange ttrecommunocar.oM SOMCH ,n tile rouow,ng e•chaog!I~ Bmtc>I C92 , 06 1 :,9; OM,.9: 
Doland (635) Fredenck (329). Hecla (Q9CJ NoM Hecla (701-992) anti Mellene (667> .:..Ccent to lb iulow1e<lge is tile only 
c:an;e, todov ll'M~no locol e•cnanoe telecommun,c.,!IO~ seMCes III lht aDOVe ldenbl~d 111chor,ne areas (Stall HBCH> 

Ja~ Va~COO(M!tJtlVt! Telephone Company pum1ant to , 1 USC 21C(e) and c7 CFR 5' 201 hereby teen rl~n~bOn 
as an ehg1ble telocommunicaoons ca,ne, Wllh.n Ill• lOl;a l e, change area• tnat conWl\f.e ill s•MCe area ,n South Da\ ota 
Jamo Vnlloy Coope,at,vo Tulepnono Company IS tho luc:ilit>u-bastKJ 11<chnngc cou,u, l)fesenUy PfOVldu,g local o.change 

TC!IT 08'1 telecolnmunocallOnS MMeeS In u,., tolJoww,j eachanges >n Soulh O~kota Andover (296) Claremont (2!1C) Columbia (3&6) 06 17,97 01.01191 
C«lde (38.:l) F e<n41y (395) G1ocon (31171 Hougllt>On (8&5) and T ut10,1 18971 JdmH va11,iy Cooc,e, o111Ve T elepnone Comp.in, 
to ,a \ nowtl!Ojje ,s tile onl r earner tl><laf PfOWl"'O local ~, change 1e,~communocatJOns ~l'MCet ,., th~ ~Lio,e Cl~n~t...a 
e, channe areas tStalf HBJCHl 

Heanland Commun,cat.ons Inc pu,su~rt 10 , . USC 2 1C(c,) an11 47 CFR SC 201 ntret,y Ht• ~ <IH<gn.it,on as •n '''J"'" 
telecommunocat>ons camet Wlllw> tile lo<...tt erchilnge a,us tnat constatUle It$ seMCe ••ea on Soulh D1 i o1.i He.nt•oo 

TCll7-06S Communic:aOOns & u.. taCILlln--bRsed lol;al l!lt'h.loge c:.llner l)fetenUy PfOVIO"'II 10c11 • • change 1tli,com"'IJ111Cation, seMCt:5 06 17.97 07,'07 i7 
,n the following eachanges In South Dakota Planll/God<les (337) Heartland Commun.cobOns to 1i. knowtl'dgo & the only 
"''""'' todav NOi/id·- local 11,ehann,. t•ll'CCmmun,cabQns Ol'"1C:H 111 IM above lllen~t..d , , ,chann~ a,u, fStaN HB CHI 
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Mdslate Telephone Company, Inc pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 21 4(•) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby teeu des,gnat>on as an etlgible 
UtlOCOmmuniC31ion5 Qllier "'111lin lllO IOCal exc,,ange areu that~ b SOMOt area In Souti Dakola ~1il110 Telephone 
Company iS the f~based local o., changa carrier p,esenUy p,OVIOll\g locel e.l Change tetocommunieat>ons scr.,;ces In tho 

TC!l7-086 ro0owv,g e.:c:hangeson Soult, DakOCa Acadtmy (726). Delmont (779), Ft ThompsOI) (245), Gann Valloy {2113). Klmb111 (778) , 06/17197 07/07$7 
New Holland (243), Pukwana (894), Stickney (732} and White Loke (2411) Micfstale Telephone Compenv. 10 rtS kn0Wlodg1. 
s lhe only camor today pt<Mdflg local orchar,go tolocommu111e1lion1 so"°""' In the above iden1111ed erchango areas (Staff 
HBIC-Hl 

Baltic Telecom CooperatNe pursu1111t to 47 USC 21 4(0) and 47 CFR s.4 .201 hereby soaks dOMgndt.on 11s an et,g,ble 
telocommunicallons carrivr ~ lhe loe11t onhange areas lllat conSlitule Its 5411\0Ce are\l Balll<: Telecom CooperatNe iS lhe 

TC97.0S7 lacihtlts-based local or change c:arnor p,esently p,OYlding local o,change telecommunoc@ns stlVICes III the loHOWing 06/17197 07/07197 
etd1anges Baltlc: (529) and CrookS (S43) Bal!ie Telecom Coopera!IYo, to ,ts knowledge, iS tne only -..mer today prO\'ld,ng 
local e1cha""o tolecommurucat>ons seMCfl In tho a~ Iden~ erchanoe areas (Slaff H~Cl 

East Plains Telecom, Inc purwanl to 47 U.S.C 2 U (o) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks dftlgnatiOn as an ebQ!t>lo 
tetecommunlcallOns carner within the local nchange areas that conslJIUte lls stl\OCO ecee EaSl PIIIJlls Telecom. Inc Is U111 

TC97.088 lacil,dos-bOsed 1oe111 ellChange carrier pu11ently pro\'id,ng local elchange tehtcommunic:at>ons seMCH III the rouowv,g 06/17197 07/07197 
lllehanges Ak:estor (II~). Hudson (!)8.4), alld Easl Hudson (712-982) E.asl Pllllns Telecom, Inc , to 115 lmow1odgo IS the only 
carri<u lodav 0<0\'idinn locot or channo teloeommunk:allOns services lo tlle above ldentillod e:d!anae areas (Staff HBIKC) 

Western Telephone Company pursuant to '7 U SC 21 4(•) and " 7 CFR 54 201 hereby neks dea,gnat>on as an el!glblo 
Utleoomrnunicaooos camor Wlll1ln Ille IOcal e>dlango ateas !hilt consl:!Mo cs seMCe area In Soulh Oakota Western T tie phone 

TC97.089 IS ll>O taclltles-t:ased local e, change earner p,esonUy PCMdll>O local erehango telecomrnunic:at>ons S<!MCCS In tho follOW\OQ oe.tt 7l97 07/07197 
c.«:hanges C,0$b0rd (324), Faulkton (S98) and Ooont (3112) Wesiern Telephone. to llS knowledge, is the only canior today 
11tow!1no local o~chaooe tetecommur11ea1K>ns so,v,c;os in the above ldenbfiod erchanoe areas (Statt HBIKC) 

Stodholm-Strandt>urg Telephone Company pursuant to • 7 U.S.C 2 11.(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks des,gnaoon as 
an eligible tolocommunlc:at>ons earner Wllhln lhe local eKChange areas that const11utt 11s MtMCe area in South Oakota 

reg• 090 Slodcholm os tllo r~ IOcat o>:Change earner p,esontly p,OVIO,ng local nChango telewmmunieat>ons se,-..cH In the 
1 

• 
7 7 7 '· lollowu,g orcnanges"' South Dakota Stockholm-Su:ondburg {676 Rev,llo (623) and South Shore (756) Slockholm to ,ts oe 1 ' 19 o7io '9 

"'-lodge is 1ne only c.1rne1 todoy p,o'licfing local exCha.nge 1elecommun1C0110ns seMCo, ,n the above ldenofied e.chang~ 
areos IS1al1 HB/KCI 

Kenno~ Telephone Co pursuant to •7 U SC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR s.4 201 hereby see~s des,gnat>on u on et,g,bfe 
telocommunieatlons earner Within the local o.r.change aroas that con'11tute its ser.ncc area ,n South Dako1a Kennebec 

TC97-092 Telephone Co IS Ille tooh!Jes-based local o_rc:llonge earner !)lesonuy p1cw:t,ng loca.l exchange 101111:ommunlCallOns ,erv,ees 06/111197 07/07197 
'"the roltow.ng er changes· Kennebec {869) and Presho 1a9S) Kennebec Telephone Co , 10 rt, l now!odge. is the only cumo, I 

lodav D<Ollld""' IOCal n Chnnao telecommunlcabons se:viees in the above ldenoftod exehanoo areas (Staff· HBICHJ 

Jefferson Telophono Co , Inc. pu•suant to 47 U.S C 211.(e) ond 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seekS designobon a, an elig,t,je 
telecommunleaoons come, Wl!h111 the local exchange areas 1hal constrtuto its serw:e arH on South Dakob, Jeffer,on 

TC97-093 Telephone Co .• Inc iS the racllttles-bused local exehange earner !)lesenlly !)lowling loct1t t xdtango leleeominunlealiOns 06/18197 07/07r97 
seMCes in vie lolio..,ng exehangu Jellerson (966) JellarM>n T elephono Co . lnc .. to its knowlodgo ,s the only earner 1oday 
n<OVI01nn lnr.al e.channe tel&commurucabOns sorw:&s on ll1e ~-e ldenMed er ehan<10 are11s (Srnlf tiRICtil 
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lC97 094 

TC9709S 

TC97096 

r cg-.09• 

Tct7-0N 

·ce, oss 

Sully Bunn ielephone Coopera1MJ Inc pursuant lo 47 USC 21 4{e) and 4 7 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks dell(lnallOI\ as nn 
etoble telecommunocallons catner WII/Wl tnt local e,chanoo areas !hot consll!U1e o -• •••• Sull)l 8ullH Tel~one is 

the lacthtin-bued local 11•change earner PfeHnUy 1)10\/ldino local • •change ltlec:ommJ."'"bOnt UMGet ., tne lollowlng 
e1cr,ange, West Onda 06'/. l'MI~ (266) Seneca (436). Tol&1ov (442) On•kAI (447), Wou,ngton (4S8) LanglorCI (493) 
ROSl>Olt (537) Tulare (596), Highmore (852) Hanold (875) Ree ~lclOhts (9'3) . Hovon (94 8) Blunt (&e2) 11110 East Onida (973) 
Sutty Bunes Telephone. to its knowledge II u... only urne1 tOClty iwovcno local • •change r,recommun.cabOns seMCH ;n tho 
Above tdenll~ e, change areas !Stan H~H 

Venrure CommunocatJons Inc pursuant10 47 USC 21 4{e) itncl 47 CFR S4 201 hereby 1ee•• d,i$1Qnnon nan eloglble 
t&lecommuniealJOnt came, W!lh,n the local e,changr areas lh•t comibtule 111 teMCo araa Venrure CommuniCAIIOns is tho 
lacillllo-basO<l local e• ehange c111ner iwesenUy P10'<1Clln0 local o, cnang., rerocommun,cauon~ teMCos in lhO lollow,ng 
e1changes Onida (258) Bowdle (285). Roscoe (287) Plerp0n1 (325) 811110n (448) Brillon ND (701-44 3) RCK!yn (486) 
WKW>Q'.on Spmos (S39J Selby (849) Gttrysllutg {75SJ and l eb;lnon (768) Vtnlute Communoc:.1110nJ 10 Its kno-"1e<1ve ll 
IN onr, c.irnor toe111r l)IU",'ld,ng loc;il e,cnange i,1ecommunc111ons SOMCK in Ute •-tdenbfied e, dlar,ge oru, (Sran 
HBICH. 

SANCOIA lo,; ~nt to 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR s, 201 hereuy seolo.i dos,gnabOO a, -n c'1(jitlle relecornm•1mcat1ons 
c:a,ne, ~ 1110 local e, change areas 1h11 conwtute «a se"'°"e •••• in S0u111 O•-ota SANCOf;l II Ute raaw.e• bilr.ed local 
e.rchar,oo c:wner presenoyllfOlldng local tl1C11a/lg41 tel«ommunocnons ~MCK in the IOllowvlg ••changet in South 0•- ot• 
Wolwy (883) Pal\llon (928) ano Tnpp (9)5) SJINCOM to !IS ~nct"1eoge ,s the only carne1 IOClay t,tov,ding IOcal e, ch.inge 
telecommunoea!Jons teMCes., !he abo-lt tdenlitied n manoe areat (Sr.in HS CH 

SanbOm Telep/lone C001"'ratN11 PUrtuant to 47 USC 2141• 1 •nd 47 CFR S4 201 he1elly 1etl<s des.ognat>on "' an el,g,ble 
telecommul\lCUtx>n, catnt'.t 'ft\fhan '"• loc.1 tuc.hano• a,~at. mat conatit-ute n -c~o .,en .n Sou1n Oa'-ola S.tnbor n 
l etei,no,,e n !he I~ baM!d ioc..1 t!lchtnge carl!4lr prt>senll, t,tc,v,o,ng lac.ti e<enar,ge relecommun,c:a!Jons uMCes in Ute 
10110,,.,ng ecch.lngn in South Dal otA EUUon (2'1) !Al Vernon (2l61 L~rcne, (245) Fore>tbur , 95, Ar!MUin (!.27 
WOOOIOQ.llt (79!1) and Alll<!M (1149) SonbOm lelepnon• to~ ~nowtNSge rs ine only t.i11ler 1oe1ay "'"...,'"II loc• I ~, cn&ng~ 
1elecommun,c.a11on1 s,,rw:es on tho abOve idenofL4!d~'!' '"~ a,~u (Stall H81(:~11 

S..rnkln!Munrapa!Telephont, Co puNr.lnt lo , 1 USC 21'(eJ and , 1 CFR S4 201 hereby 1@el rt , ..gnataon "~ ,,n ei.gc,t,. 
telecommun,ca!IO(IJ earner w,1/wl tne local e, ch•ng• •ins lhlll con>lltutf' tlS serviee aru on South 01\ ot• S1tr'"'fo1o Tel 
iS l1M! factle,es based IOCal o, cnange earner l)lennUy prOVICllng focal o• thanoe 1elecommun,ca110n> SltMCet ,n ine lollow,1111 
uch•no• Bere111011:t (763) Bo,~tord hi ro !IS ~nowt<Klge ~ ine only ur1111r roe1av p,c,v,d"'1] roc,,t e, chAniJt 
u,1ecornmuncaut1ns ,wr.,ces ,nme •l>Ove idenofltld , ,ch•~nao areas tStart HBll<C 

Roontt, County Telephotle c-,., .. ~ ..... l)UfM,;iJIH O , , U S C 21'(PI And , 1 CFR ~ 201 n.,.,Dy tee•., dl!So9nal ,n 
•s an ~hg,l>le tefecommunocai ""' u,,,.,. w,trw, tne focal e, ch• "II• i,r,,-,, mar cons111ute a tt'MC" area A owrl'o cou, :, 
lefepr,one Coope111No M_. , " tac,1,1,es b..SO<l tocol e, change c•rr •N Pf"'t>nll, i,ro\'IO.ng lou t ('ot 11•"1!• 
tOlecorM1Uoocaoon. .erw:~ 11 tne tollowor,i ,-~•no•• Not1n N,.w Er6ngton ND (701 63'11 New Errington l lll7J ~"° Cla,,,, 
c11v 1e52) Roberts County T olepllone ,.;oc,par~1t111 Anooar,on ro ,~ ~nowteugu ., tho only e1r1111i1 today ll!OV!ding lot.ii 
!'>th••"IP relecommunttatJon, UMCf!J on t,,.,. 11bQI,~ td1tn~ftHJ f!•t h• MP are~, (Si., n HBIKC 
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RC Communications. Inc. pursuanl to 47 U s.c. 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby see~s designation 11s an erlg,'b4e 
tole<:ommurkalions c:anler ~ !he local e~nge antes Iha! consll\llC u HIVlce aroa. RC Communk:etiOns is ll1o l1c:1111los-

TC97- 100 based local e•chango carrier prffenlfy ptOw:llng local a.change teieeommunlalti0n1 serv!ces In tho lollowing exchanges 
06/19197 01/07(97 Nor'.h Veblen. ND (701-634), VWmol (938). Peever (932). Veblen (738) •"!i Summ'( (398) RC Communk:aoons, to ils 

knov.1odgo. Is lhe on.ly carrier !Oday pnwld,ng loco! eJtchange lelecommunlc:ations servlc:os In !he abovo ldonbfied oxchango 
areas (Stall. HBIKCl 

Sphlrock Proper11os, Inc purs.uant lo 47 USC 2U (e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seokS dos,gna!lon os an eligible 
telocommunicabOns carrier W1thin !he loa.l exchange areas Iha! constJ!uta its seMCa area WI South Dakota Splitrock 

TC97· 10t Proponies. tnc. is !he tacililies•basod local oxchange earner p,"ently p,ovidlng locel erchange telecommunications seMCet 
06/19197 07/07197 tt ll>e tollOYMg exchanget ln South Dakota· Howard/Carlhago (772) e.nd Oldham/Ramona (482) Splllfock PropertHls, Inc 

to IIS knOWled.Qo. os lhe only earner toda, 1>1ovldrng local exchanoe 1elocommunicati0ns s1MC<1s In !he above ldenbfied 
c:rchannc areh (Staff· HBIKCl 

~plltrock Telecom CooperolMI Ille purwant to 47 USC 21 4(0) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seen desiyna!lon as an eltgiblo 
telecommunic:abOns earner Within !lie local oxchaog& areas !lint cons!llute its seMCe area. Stllrtloci< Telecom Cooperallve, 

TC97-102 Inc ,s the racaltUes·based local e~Change earner presently "'ovld,ng loeal e-.cllange teleeommunleallOns seMces WI !he 
06/19197 07/07197 followmg exchanges Branoon (582) ond Gar101son (605-594) ano (507-597) SpWock Telecom Coopora11ve. Inc 10 ns 

knowledge, rs the only carr',er today ptovld,ng locol e, change teleeommunk:a!JOns serv,c:e, 111 the above rdennfied exchange 
areas 1Stntf HBIKCI 

To-County Telecom. Inc pursuant lo , 1 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designal!On as an et,gibfe 
telecommunications earner w,thln !he local exchange aroas Ilia! conSlll\Jte IIS seMco area ln Soull1 Dakota To-County 

TC97-105 Telecom. Inc is tho laclbUot·based local exchange carrier p,esen!ly prov,dlng local exchange tolecommunic:at>ons seMCes 
06119/97 07/07197 In the IOIIDv.lng erchaoges In South Da~ou1 Clayton (1125) and Emery (443). Tri-County Tolecom, Inc .. to !IS knowledge. is 

!lie only carrier today providing local eachange telocommunk:ations sel'llices In !ho above ldenafiod exchange areas. (Start 
HBICHI 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US WEST Communications. Inc flied for approval by !lie Comllll$SIOn tho Type I Paging Agreomonl between KJAM Mobtlo 
Pagflg and US \/llt:ST "'Thi$ Agto<!f'Mnt W35 ri,ached Uvough voluntary negobations Without rcsor1 to medJabon or arbilta!Jon 
and Is submitted for approval pur11uant to Seclion 252(e) or !he Communlcal>Ons Act of 1934, as amended by !lie 

TC97-079 Tolocommun~al>Ons Act ol 1996 .... KJAM Mobilo Paging and US WEST lur1hcr reqOHI lhal the Comml$sl0n apptove !hrs D6il6J97 07/07(97 
Agreement w.thout a hearing and W1thou1 allow,ng !lie lnterven~on of other partios Because thls Agreement was reached 
through voluntary negoom,ons, ff does not raise issues rcqulling a hearing and does not concern oilier par1ins not a pan of the 
"""oba!JOns F'im..drbous a1MVovat would funhor !he oublJc 111torost.· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

TC97.082 
U S \/llt:ST Commun1eaaons filed wnl1 shoots that 1omove references to orchangos lhal have been sold by U S WEST The 
sale wna o lrec:llve June I , 1007 In add!IIOn, this filing Includes oome tolCI changes and clean-up ltom, U 6 WEST has 06/17197 NA 
fMucsted an ellective dntr, ol Junn 1 t 997 !or this llllnn (Staff DJJCHl 

PAGE SOF 6 
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So«dtZ)~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 

October 1, 1997 

Mr. Richard D. Coit 
Executive Director 
SDITC 
P. 0 . Box57 
Pierre, SD 57501 

RE: Eligil>le TelecommuniealiOM camer appllcatiOn. TC97-098 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 

Dear Mr.Coit: 

The above-referenced application has been reviewed by the SUlff of the Public U1ities 
Commission. The following additional infotmation Is needed in Otder for the Commission to 
consider this application: 

1 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.101(1)14), single-party service or its lundtonal equivalent must 
be made available by an Erigible Tete<;ommunicatlons Carrier (ETC) to receive utlMlf'AI 
selV!Ce support mechanisms. Does the above-referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C.F.R 54.405 and 54.411 , Uferine and Unk Up services must be made 
available by an ETC to qualifying low-income consumers. Does the applicant company, as 
referenced above, make these services available to qualifying consumers? 

3 Please provide a vermcauon by c_n autnonzeo officer, unoer oatn, 10 tne Commission in 
which lhe app&:anl rep,esents to the Cornmlss,on that the facts stated en the Request for ETC 
Designation and the response to data request nos. 1 and 2, above, are truthful 

Please respond by October 14, 1997. Upon receipt of tills information, rt will be evalualed by 
starr and the matter will be scheduled for consideration by the Commlsilon Thank you f0t 
your attention 10 this matter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTii 
OAKOTA. 

S.n~rely, 

~[Ut~J f~n , 
Karen Cremer 
Sta ff Attorney 

cc; Ha r111n Best 

. \. 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELUTE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-068 

TC97.()69 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VAl.LEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTIES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

. . 
TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97.o97 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TCIF.-
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-100 

SPLITROCK PROPE.RTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
l 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-1 13 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TEt.EPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-1 15 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE TC97-125 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/8/A ) TC97-130 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/8/A ) TC97-131 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97-154 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. TC97-155 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-163 

THREE R.IVER TELCO TC97-167 

The South Dakota Public UblrtJes Comm1sst0n (Comm1SS100) reoerved requests from 
the above caphoned telecommunicahons companies requesting des1gnat1on as ehg1ble 
telecommunicatJoos earners 

The CommisSlOO etearonically ttansmtted notice of the filings and the intervention 
deadhnes 10 1n1erested 1nd1v1duals and entibes On June 27. 1997, the Commission 
reoe,vecs a Petition 10 Intervene from Dakota TelecommunteatlOOs Systems, Inc (OTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) W11h reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15 1997 at rts regularty sdleduled meeting, the Comm1ss1on granted 
,n1erven11on to OTS and OT! 1n Docket TC97-075 No oiner Pet111ons 10 Intervene wore 
hied 

The Comm,ss,on has JUOsdlc:tlon over this mailer pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1 ·26 
and 49-31 1ncfud1ng 1-26-18, 1-26-19 49· 31 -3, 49,31 -7. 49-31-7 1, 49-31-11, and 47 
u SC § 21 4(e)(1) ttuough (5) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows (1) whether the above captioned 
1e1ecommunica11ons companies should be granted designa1,on as e1tg1ble 
1elecommunica11ons earners and (2) what serv,ce areas shall be estabhshed by the 
Comm1ss1on 



A heanng shall be held at 1 30 P M , on VVednesday. November , 9. 1997, 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to be present and to be 
rep<esenr :d by an atlomey These nghis and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
If not exerosed at the heanng If you or your representahvo fail to appear at the ltme and 
place set for the heanng the Final Deost00 WIii be based solely on the testimony and 
ovldence provided, If any, dunng the heanng °' a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant 10 SDCL 1 -26-20 After the heanng tne Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing The Commission will then onter F1nd1ngs 
of Fact. Conclusions of Law, and a Final Oeosion regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Comm1ss1on may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommumcahons companies requesltng nes1gnation as an ehg1ble 
telec:on,murucations c:amer. and the Commission shall est at ,sh service areas for ehg1ble 
telecxlrmlun,cations c:amers The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state C1rc:u1t Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law II ls thereforu 

ORDERED tnat a hearing shall be held at the 1tme and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telec::ommunocat,or companies should be 
granted des,gnahon as ehg1ble 1elecommun1cat,ons earners. and the Comm1ss1on shall 
eslabhsh service areas for e1tg1ble telec:ommun1c.a11ons earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sablhloes Act this heanng 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible loc:ahon Please contact the Pubhc Ulthltes Comm,ss1on at 1-800-
332-1782 81 least 48 hours pnor to the hearing If you have spec,a l needs so arrangements 
can oe made 10 accommodate you .,,( 

Dated at Pierre South Dakota this 'J r~Y of November 1997 

CV!Til'ICAr[ Of SOIVIC[ 

,,.. -·-_, Cffl- ..... -
CIOCl,rntnl hn bN'ft ~ tOCMy upon •• p,lftfft 
of tKord In thtt docht. n hJNS on ,,. docl .. 

- ..... by-.. "' 11 ... ........... "' pr_., -- _....,,.. .. ...,, --
--;r · ~ 
,, m /JY!r/i&( t 't1 

oa. ~ llp/_22 

rocw..SEAL 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm,sss'>Oers Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 
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17 

18 

-------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

l hTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE. INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATTONS , INC. 

20 ACCENT rO MM UNI CATlONS. I NC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

2 S 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS . I NC 

Ml DSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC . 

BALTI C TELECOM COO PERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM INC. 
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WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COM PANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO . , INC. 

S JEfFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE , 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l 1 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS, INC. 

S ANCOM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNIClPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOC IATION 

13 RC COHHUNI CATI ONS, INC. 

1 4 SPLITROCK PROPERT I ES, I NC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE , I NC. 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELECOM, INC 

17 FAITH MU~I CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR I NDEPENDENT TE LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 
BR I DGEWATER CAN ISTOTA I NDEPENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

21 ONION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOP£RA7:VE 7E LEPHONE 
COMPANY 

23 
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1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMMUNICATIONS I NC . , D/B/~ 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNICATIONS 

I\ COOPERATI VE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS CO. 
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7 THREE RI VER TELCO 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 
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A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 



1S 

in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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2 

25 

The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 
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1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -­

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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3 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 



l 

2 

3 

)2 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 
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2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -­

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 
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l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 



75 

l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 



78 

1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 

79 

MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 
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single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 

THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

I~ IIIF M,HTl.k OF 1111 kl Olli', I Ill 
llEkESHJkl>MI INIC"ll'AI. IHI l•HONC (U 
llfSIG A'I ION AS A \I l:LICilUI I. 
If 1.E(OMMIINl(.'A 1 IONH"•\l<kll I< 

HII< I 
I 
I 

kl t)UEST WR I ;c 
1)1,..',IGNA l ION 
1)(.1( KET TCV7-

RECEIVED 

JUN I 9 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Dnnfo1J Mun1c111al I clcph11nc ( ' o \"llcrc,(,,rd Id •1 runu.ui110 4 7 Uno«! l,u110 uKk 

c·u c; C ·, ~''°" 2Ule)and 47 t',)IJc u l r..icrol R,:gula1,on,t•CFR"I s«tlon 54 201 hnd>y ,a:IJ from 

r1:11un1. U<rnl,wd I cl 01 fen lhc lollm•mr 

I 1•11r-u..v11 ID .17 lJ S ( ' § 214Cc111 ;. '"" (."omn115>1(<1'• rnpom,boJ11y IO <1e1,ana1e lo<al 

.... , .. ,. 
I I 



J lktc:t.k~d f•I 1n >('CcxJ.on.c ,.llh ,17 l:~R; SJ 1111 o rkn th< tofk>,.,n, klc.11 nchml?" 

ltkcummuorc..ut>n\ \itn ,~, ro .iill i..unwr."cr. ch.tuuv,hou tl). Mf\ n.:r: r.ut"J 

\ UI<< gl1ldc ... _.._ IU Ulc publ,c l'•~tncd nc1\>l~I.. 

I oc.J n.ch.1ntc \CT\ ,c< 1ncJl.Mf1ni .;&11: am(,unt of loi...;il u.w,:c lrtt <ti per mmuti, chJtgd 

under• 1h11 r.lt,,J k>c.>I Kr\ i<c p.au.ll~c 

llu.>l 1..ne mulll•lr<qU<'nC) ,,;ruJ,nc. 

Acco'\10nnn:.:c:1'k:) '4:'nten>u<h • '"Ill ur '1\twnc.c.J?I I puhtac SCl"\t<o .. 

,\~en., ~o c,r,,:ncCir \ff'\ ten. 

A«:n) hl dtr«lot) !iU,.\l~t', Md 

1 oll bl0<l1n1 """i<c 10 qu;,l,fi<J 1.,..,,ncumc Co)ll1'1ffl<D 

,\ , nolt\l """'·· l l<rnl\lfd l cl d<,c, p<0\111<; , ... fllll1Lll""1 >«•i« 111 r/lc "'"'' or roll blo<,l ini; 10 

quJlth,ng '"'""'"<'1 lto.,.c,ct, lhc ..i.t,110<1JI toll ltm,1.iton .,.,. It< ol •roll <ONJol""' d<tincd m lhc "'"' 

I\ I. llftl\c:n.tl \C.'l>i<e rul<> (47 ( I R I <-I 400! 1)1 "noc prn,·Mkd flff..,fll<d I cl "ROt ""-.re lhnt 1111y 

lucJ! od,..ngc uma In ~>Ulh O,l.,... h.l, • ""''"'" c"f"l>,lt•) '""''"kl< ><>th ""'I« The f(.'(.' p-. no 

ind,cw"'" I""" II> the rckJJcof II> unl\r,~l ,tt\tt<e C<\ln (I (.(. Y7,I n, 111.>11ul1.:on(Jl)I " ""Id be 

u111"'\(d 4 an I 'TC \ef>ICC rniu1tcmcn1 >n<I. kl uur 1nl<>m1•l100 •nd bcltc:I, a,• ,..,.uh, U .t • Nuoawllk 

.,, not po<1honcd 10 r,o ll.c thc loef\1'c ,mma.llllld) •••11;bk In N<kt for Dernford Tcl to pro,ldc the 

.Cl"'l<t'. .wJdl1100.&I U>.1ijC lr.k.l10~ Jnd >IUI\IJ<C (~p;>blhl'" \>tll h.i\r I" be 01\llll~ 1n II> foal ·W11"'11DJ: 

<qu1rmcn1 At n11n1m11m, the «ri,ke r<qu11r, a ,-.11,hint iofl,.wc upgr>Jc and a ,hlJ umc lkrcsfonl Tel 

" m, ,-,u~aun~ :inJ ~nanpcini; 10 cl<tcrminc "hcl!K, the nccc."") ,oil,..,.. h.i, bttn dc,clupod ltfld ,..h.,. 

,1 m1a;lu bccom< a,a,Llblc 

A,u>fdin;J), l.lcrc>tord lei "l"'<d '"'" ••«f'l1ttrt~I cu<unt1141><<> cooc<rnm; 11, .d>ll11)' 1,, 

male: the lOIJ (OOUUI \rl'.f\'IC.C .. \:tlbbb: a, \Cl turth tn lht f(C•\ un1Hf>IJ M!f\ ttc ruin IU1d fflU\.l f"IVCSI Q 

".t"cr frum lht- requ1rcmu .il pn".Jc \Ueh ~kc: 1\1 t.htti um~ . .1 "'lll\a' lo, a ~od ot one )c-.ir n 

•«111<-icd l'tkJ< 10 the md ur Ilic «i< )""' J)<rnld, bu~lo>fJ l cl -.,11 rrpcx1 bacl w Ilic C0<11mus""1 »uh 

•rcc11tc 1nfomi;i1ion Uld1c.ll1n, "hen •he n«~"11') n<t,.u,l ulljlr.idc,, c,,n 1k: nude and 1hc kr\'11t e1111 be 



n1.Mk .a· • .i11Ablt tu :t,."'''' kl" ,~ame 1.u•l(ttn('n Oicl'omm1\.\IC>1t cn.1, 1)4',lfxrl) t;nnt a "-"'lll"\C'r from the 

· toll rnntrol' ttqu11cm<nt f"'t>Wnl tu 47 t IR 54 1111(<) 

"' lkn:sfUJJ lei h;i·• pr~\H>Ud~ and "Ill (o-ntinue H) itd\ctlt'C the .1v.111ab1h1) u l n., IOQI 

C'\~hMlgc "er,,...~ m mcdw ol i:mcr.el J1\.tr1buth1n Ltwoudlr,ut the nch..ll'l~C .IUC'3.'i 1iiC~cJ PrkK' co 1hb 

lihnv lkrC"lford l<I '"" not ~,-ncr.,11, 11,h<11t><d th< rnc~ chargcJ for all ofthc •b<>•c,.illcnuii(d 

><:nK« Ir .. ,11 cl., , ~om~ loNJrJ ,n =oolJn, c "IU> "11) ,1>«:1tic •ch cn~tng $W.t.uds that lhc 

( t.Knm1'Unm m.t) ~tc\ cl~ 

' l~>l<'ll 1,n 1h• fo«~o,ni,. U.-!tifotJ I cl ot<p<cllull> rcqu< ll> th;,11hc tnmmt!i\"1'1 

-'> .r.UU .I tcmrt(n..af) "~hC'f Of the ratUllCl11C1'11 h> rt0\1.IJ.t •toll ('001fOt \cf\'IC'C .and 

bJ ~1 M l!. l ( Jn1~~1t.,n tc, Uetc"\futd t d <O~-fllftl :all o f the- foc:.I 

,:~,h~gc .J1a, dwt corhhlUIC' tU ptdtfll )Cf' IC<' llff'i 1n ~ Stare 

O,tcJll11, lj~yol June. 1'1<17 



-re- q1-fl9tf 
8 ERESFOR£) MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

t'fv-

1 m.,J ,. 

PUB!.IC UTILmES COMMISSION 
ST ATE CAPITOL BUil.DiNG 

•,' I • I-~\\ ,,1 •t,l:?IU 

bn.tt- • (1RI .tt11 """ t,m:c: -.-t 

RErr,, ' t;D 

OC I ~'37 SOO E CAPITOL A VENUE 
PIERRE.SD S7S0 1-S070 

SOUTH Dt., . tC 
UTILITl fS Cv,. ~1 .-ION Dear P U.C Co.mmissioncn 

This is 10 advise 1he Commission 1h11 pursuant 10 47 C.F R. S4 IOl(a)(4), 
single-pany sen-ice is available to our customers by our co~. 

Abo, Beresford Municipal Telephone iJ not currently offerina Lifeline and 
Link Up sen-ices within its exchange, but will as required by the FCC rules. 
47 CFR S4 400·S4.4 17, make the es1ablished discount programs available 
10 our qualifying low-income eus1omeis beginning January I. 1998 h is our 
undcrsfanding that wln1e providing the Lifeline and Link Up services is a re­
quirement imposed on ETCs pursaunt 10 47 CFR S4 40S and S4 411 . ii is 
not accually a precondition which must be mc1 before ETC status can prop­
erty be granted by 1he Commission. 47 CFR S4. IO I which lists the service 
obligations that must be met before a carrier can receive federal univenal 
service suppon does 001 specifically reference Lifeline and Llnlc Up services 

Wayne Akland, being first duly sworn. Slates 1ba1 he is the gencnl manager 
for 1he responding party, 1h11 he bas read 1he initial ETC application and the 
foregoing. and I.he same arc true 10 his best knowledge, information and 
belie( 

Truly Your$. 

-.dtz'(4 ~ ~ 
Wayne Akl&n( 
General Manager 

Wayne •Juand, being fir st duly 8VOrn , s tate" lhat. he l s t.he c«tner a l 
Manager for the re.ponding party, that be has read t:bc l n l t tal lrrC 
opplicottnn ond the foregoing, and the....., a r e t:rue t o hJs own beat 
ltnovledge , lnfonaatlon ond belief. .------11'11 
subscribed , svorn to before .., U,Je I 

w, c-'"'"' r- ve11oos 

IXMl•lf 

.2, 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH O.\ KOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY I 
BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

I 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

E~ iRY OF ORDER 
TC97-098 

On June 19, 1997, lhe Pubhc Ut1ht1es Comrruss,on (Comm,ss,on) re1:e,ved a reque-st for 
des,gnation as an ehg,ble 1elecommun,eat,ons earner (ETC) from Beresford Muntopal TelephOne 
Co (Beresford Telephone) Beresford Tele~hOne requested des,gna!JOn as an eltg,ble 
telecommun,eat,ons earner within the IOcal exchange areas that constitute ,ts service area 

The Commtss,on electromcalty 1ransm,ned notice o f lhe filing and the ,n1erven11on deadline 
to 1n1erested 1nd1V1duals and en1111es No person or en111y filed to in:ervene By order oated 
November 7. 1997 the Commission set the heanng for th,s ma1ter for 1 30 p m on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 4 12, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the heanng, lhe Commission gramea Beresford 
TelephOne a one year wa,ver of the requirement 10 prOlllde toll con1rol serv,ce within ,ts service area 
At ,ts December 11 1997, meeting, the Comm,ssion gl"l\nted ETC deS1gnat1on to Beresford 
Telephone and designated ,ts study area as its servtce area 

Based on lhe ev,dence of record. the Comm,ssion enters the lollowing Findings of Fact and 

Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 19, 1997, the Comm,sslon re~,ved a request for des,gnat,on as an ETC from 
Beresford TelephOne Beresford Telephone requested designation as an ETC within the local 
e•change areas that cons111u1e ,ts service area Beresford Telephone serves the following 
u change Beresford (763) Exh1bll 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U s_c § 214(e}(2), the Commission IS requ,reo to des,gnate a common 
earner that meets the requ,rements of section 214(e)( I ) as an ETC for a serv,ce area designated 

by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 214(e)(I), a common earner that ,s des,gnated as an ETC ,s eligible 
to recetve un,versal service support and shaH. 1hrough0ut ,ts serv,ce area, offer lhe services that a re 
supp:irted by federal universal service suppon mechanisms either us,ng 11s own faollt,es or a 
combination or ,ts own facih11es and resale of another earner's seMces The earner must al so 
advenise the ava,lablhty or such services and 1he rates for !he serv,ces using media of general 
d1s1nbuh •n 



IV 

nie Federal Communicahons Commission (FCC) has d"1gnaied the following services or 
funcuonafibes as tl'lose supponed by federal univer,al servn;e support mechanisms. ( 1) voice grade 
access to !he •. ubfic: SWl!c:hed networl(; (2) focel usage; (3) dual lone multi-frequency signaling or its 
functional equal; (4) single party service or its functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services, (6) access to operalor services: (7) access 10 inlere.,cchange seMCe; (8) access to 
directory assistance; and (9) toll limitation for qualifying IOW·income consumers. 47 C.F.R § 
54.101(8), 

V 

As pan of 11$ obligations as an ETC. an ETC is required 10 make available L,fefine and Link 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers 47 C.F R § 54.405; 47 CF R § 54.411. 

VI 

Beresford Telephone offers voice grade access to the public swrtched networll to all 
consumers throughout Its service area Exhibit 1. 

VII 

Beresford Telephone offers local exchange serv,ce Including an amount of local usage free 
ol per minule charges to all consumers throughout -s service area Ill 

VIII 

Beresford Telephone offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling to all consumers throughout 
its servtce area Ill 

IX 

Beresfonl Telephone otl'!n single party service to au consumers throughout its servfce area. 
Exhibit 2. 

X 

Beresford Telephone offers access to emergency services to all consumen throughoirl ,ta 
service area Exlllblt 1 

XI 

Beresforo Telephone offers access 10 operator services to all consumers throughout 11$ 

service area. Ill 

XII 

8eresf0<d Telephone offers access to mterexchange service~ IO all consumers throughout 
,ts service area Ill 

XIII 

Beresford TelephOne offers access to directOty assistance to all consumers throughout ,ts 
service area Ill 

2 



XIV 

One of the seMCes required to be provided by an ETC to quahty,ng low•lncome consumers 
,~ toll t,m,talion 47 C F.R § 54 101(a)(9} Toll tom,tation consists ol bolh ton blodung and toll 
control 47 CF R § 54AOO{d). Toll control IS a servlce that allows consumers to specrfy a certaln 
amount of toll usage that may be tOCUtTed per mon1h or per bilhng cycle. 47 C.F R § 54.400{c) , Toll 
blodClng is a seMCe that 11115 consumers elec, not to allow the cor plehon of outgoing toll calls 47 
C.F.R § 54 400(b). 

xv 

Ben!sfOl'd Telephone offers toll blodcing to all coosumers throughout its seiv1ce area. Exhibit 
1. 

XVI 

Beresford Telephone d<>&s not currently offer toll control. Ill. In order for Beresford 
Telephone to provide toll control, addohonal usage trac.king Uld storage capablhties will have to be 
Installed on ii$ local switching equipment. Beresford Telephone Is attempting to detennlne whether 
1h11 necessary sollware ha, been developed and when it might become avaolable Isl. 

XVII 

Beresford Telephone staled that it Is faced wtlh exeeptK)(l8l clrQJmstances concerning ~s 
abllrty to make toll control service available and requested a one year waiver from the requtremenl 
to prolllde such service. Ill Prior to the end of the one year penod, Beresford Telephone wW report 
back to the Commission wrth spec.rte information ind,eatlng when the netwolit upgrades can be 
made in order to provide toll control . Isl, 

XVIII 

With respect to the obligation to advertise the availat,;l,ty or services supported by the federal 
unlver~I service support mecllanlsm and the charges for those services using media of general 
distribution, Beresford Telephone stated that it advertises the avaaabU,ty of its local axchange 
services on media of general dlstnbutlon throughout rts service area. However, Beresford Telephone 
has not gen11r1111y advertised the prices for lhese services. tg. Beresford Telephone stated its 
intentiOn to comply with any advertising s1andards developed by the Commission Isl 

XIX 

Beresford Telephone does not currenlly offer Lifehne and Lmll Up service discounts in Its 
exchanges Extnbrt 2. Beresford Telephone will offer the ufeftne and Linll Up service discounts In 
an of it.s service area beginnmg January 1, 1998, In accordance with 47 C.F R §§ 54.400 to 54.417, 
indus1ve, and any Commission imposed requirements. Exhibit 2. 

xx 

The CommtSslon finds that Beresford Teleph...ne currently provt<Se-s and wlll continue to 
prolllde 1!le following services or funa,onalitles throughout its service area· ( 1) voice grade access 
to the public switched networll: (2) local usage. (3) dual tone mult1-frequency s,g.naling; (4) sing'.!~ 
party service, (5) access to emergency services: (6) access to operalor services; {7) access to 
inlerexchange service: (8) access to directory assistance: and (9) toll bloclung for qualifying low­
income consumers. 

J 



xx, 

The Comm,55,on finds that pursuant to 47 C.F,R. § 54 101(c) it will grant Beresford 
Telephone a waiver of the requirement to offer loll control serv,oes untd December 31, 1998 The 
CommiulOn fmds that exceptional c,rcymstances prevent Beresford Telephone from prov1ding ton 
control at INS tme due to the d1fficul1y ,n obtaining the necessary software upgrades to provide the 
service 

XXJI 

The Comm,ss,on finds that Beresford Telephone intends to provide Lrfelme and unk Up 
programs to qualitytng customers throughout its seMce area consistent with stale and federal rules 
and orders. 

XXIII 

The Comm,ss,on finds that BeresfOfd TelephOne shall advertise the ava,tabillty of the 
services supported by the federal universal se1V1Ce support mechaMm and the charges thefefor 
throughout tis r,ervlce area uJlng media or gene,-t d1Stribution once each year The Commission 
lu!1he< finds that if lhe rate for attf ol lhe sennces supported by the federal universal service support 
mechan,sm ctl4nges. the new rate must De advertised us,ng media or general d1stribut10n 

)()(JV 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C. § 214(e)(5), the eomm-,on designates BeresfOfd Telephone's 
current study area as ,ts service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comm1Ssion has JUnsdrdlon over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31, 
and 47 U.S.C § 214. 

II 

Pursuant to 47 u SC. § 214(e)(2), the Commission Is required to designate a common 
camer that meets the requtren,ents of sectt0n 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
tf>/ tne COmm,ss,or. 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(eX1), a aimmon camer that IS des,gl\ated as an ETC rs eljgtble 
to receive universal serv,ce support and shall. ~ its service a,ea, offer the services that are 
supported by federal uruversal service support mechanisms either u!lng ,ts own faolrties or a 
combinatk>n of its own facdrues and resale ot ano!Mr carriers services. The carrier must also 
advertise the avallabtlity of such services and the rates for the serv,oes uS1ng media of general 
d1stnbu1t0n 

IV 

The F'CC has designated the ronowmg services or funct,or hues as those supported by 
federal universal service support mecnanisms ( 1) vo;ce grade axess to the public swrtched 
r,etwork. (2) local usaga, (3) dual tone mulll-frequency signaling or ils functt0nal equal, (4) single 



party Sf'MCe or its lunct,onal equivalent, (51 access to emergency seMCes; (6) access to operator 
services, (7) access to lnterexchange service, (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll 
hm1tat,on for quality,n9 tow-,neomc consumers. 4 7 CF R § !>4 101{a) 

V 

As pan ol rts obligations os an ETC, on ETC 1s required to make available L,leltne and Link 
Up serv;ces 10 qualifying low-income consumers 47 CF R § 54 405; 47 CF R § 54 4 11 

VI 

Beresford TelephOne has met the requirements of 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the exception 
of the ablfity to offer toll control Pursuant to 47 C.F R § 54. 101{c), the Commission concludes that 
Beresford Telephone has demonstrated exceptional c11cumstances that justify granting it a waiver 
of the requirement to ofler toll control until December 31 1 ~98. 

VII 

Beresford Telephone shall provide ufelme and Link Up programs to qualifying customers 
throughout ,ts sen,aee area cons.stent with state and federal rules and orders. 

VIII 

BefllsfDt'd Telephone shaD advertise the availabthty or the services supported by the federal 
u"4Versal service suppon mechanism and the charges therefor using media o l general diS1nlxltion 
once each year. If the rate for any or the services supported by the federal un.versal service suppon 
mechanism changes, the new rate shall be advertised using media or general distnbutlon. 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(5), the Commission designates Beresford Telephone's 
current study area as its sen,ice area 

X 

ihe Commssion designates Beresford Telephone as an eligible telecommunications carrier 
for 11s service area 

It Is therefore 

ORDERED. that Beresford Telephone's o.,mmt study area is designated as its service area, 
and lt ,s 

ftJRTHER ORDERED, that Beresford Telephone shall be granted a waiver of the 
requirement to ofler toll control services unbl December 31, 1998; and i t ,s 

F\JRTl-iER ORDERED. lhal Beresford Telephone shaU follow the advenising requirements 
as listed above, and it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Beresford Telephone is designated as an eligible 
tetecommumcatiOns earner lor 115 service area 

5 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

Pt.EASE TA.KE NOTICE. !hat this Onlerwaseluly enlered on lhe /?tlday of December. 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL t-26-32. th,s Order WIU take effect 10 days after the date or ree&tpl or 
failure to ai;.c;ept aeltvery of the aeosoon by the part,es 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ~ ay of December. 1997 

C[RTIFICA TE Of SERVICE Tho------­--.......... ...c1_,.._ .. _., 
IOCOtOn,,_-. .. ~ ....... --
hl. l>y I- o, l>f ,-... dna ...... n~ ~-yr::-~-~---
8y .!.fL!JL/?<LP/dth • 
o..._-J..l-..2..;....:;J /-=-.!'~) tJ._..1~ r , 



-re. f 7-tl?f' 
B ERESFORD M UNICIPAL TFLEPHONE COMPANY 

Oca:mbcr 19. 19'}7 

Mr 8111 Bullard 

It,)•. 1ft, • l~lf I • "lkt',IOijf) I t I-' I"'"' 
P'l~tm" * .. h\ 1!ft • l 1U hi '"t.S ·111 

( -m.,U I' .-., , lfTM ,._, • • .,. , ~rt,, "'"""\ i....t, • f 

RECEIVED 

DEC 2 6 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES ' JMMISSION 

South Oaw Public U,llnlcs Comonss,on 
~ E8SI Cap,lol 
Pkm:. Soulh Oakota ~7 50 I 

Dear Mr Oullan:I: 

We arc cndoid113 a capro( ll<rc:d"onl Munidp:al Ttlqlbc,nt (.'on1')U)'• LaJduic and Lla!I< Up 
PlaA\•hach-consi>Rru ..Ith 1hccri1cria"' South Oakoca Public: UuhtJc:a c-mi.-•, 
Docket TC97-UO tiwo cndolcdl and ,n ~7 CFR '°'·"°° · 5-l ·U 7 

Pk:ll!c call Lomu Cal.lbro o(TEL£C Comulung ~ (402) 393-0062. ••th_,.~ 
)OU m2) h,n~ on ahiunanu. 



LIFEI.IN F. AND U NI.: lJP PLAN 
OF BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

The 11.:rc:sford Mumc,pal Tdcphonc Compan, Sllbmits 1h1s plan pursuant 10 -1 7 CFR ~ 
54 40 I (d) Beresford Mumo pal Tckphon;: Cornpan) has bffll dC$1gna1ed as an eligible 
tclccommunic,11ions carrier by 1hc S0u1h Dakota Public U11litics Commission (''SOPUC') and. as 
such. must rnllke Lifeline and Link Up service available to qual1fytng low-i11COmc consumers as sci 
forth in 1hc Commission's Final Order a.nd Decision, No1icc ofEn1ry of Decision dated November 
18. 1997. issued in Oocke1 TC-97- 1 so Cln tht Mil!lrr _oLthu!Jm.tiglltion into the Lifelinq AO.SI 
!.i.ok...U'1..1!21v.lrrll), which is auacl1l"1 as f.xhibil A. and c-0ns1S1cnt .... i 1h 1hc cntena establl$hed 
under 4 7 CFR §§ 5,1 40() 10 Sol .i 1 7. inclus,vc 

A. Gfntral 

The L1fclmc and Lin~ Up prog,ams a.ss,51 qualified lo w-mcomc consumers by 
pro,1ding for reduced momhly cmrugcs ant.I ,educed connccuon ch;ugcs ror local 
telephone service The assi~tancc apph~ 10 n smglc ll'lcphonc linc 111 a qualified 
consumer's prmopal place of re51dcnoe 

2_ A qualified low-income consumer is a telephone subscriber who part1c1pates 
1n at least one of the follow,ng public assistance programs 

a Med1ca1d 
b Food Stamps 
c Supplemental Secunty Income (SSl) 
d Federal Public Housing Assistance 
e Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LHEAP) 

3 A quahfied low-income consumer is eligible 10 receive either or both Lifeline 
and Link Up assistance 

4 Beresford Municipal Telephone Company will advertise the availability of 
Lifeline and Link Up services and lhe charges therefore using media of general 
d1stnbut1on 2nd ,n accord Wllh any rules that may be developed by the SDPUC 
for appltca11on 10 eligible 1elecommun1ca1tons earners 

5 In add111on Beresford Mun,c,pal Telephone Company, as r&;,u1rtid by the 
Final Order and Oec1s1on, Nouce of Entry of Dec1s1on or ttP SDPUC (Exh1b1t A ), 
WI ii 1nd1ca1e in ,rs annual report 10 the SDPUC 1he numbe1 or subscribers W1th1n 
,rs service area rece1v1ng Lifeline and/or Link Up assistance In add1II011. this 
information w,11 be provided 10 the Universal Service Adm1n1~rattve Company 
C"USAC") 

6 lnforma11on as to 1he number of consumers quahfy1ny for Lifeline and/or Link 
Up ass1s1ance cannot currenlly be provided by 8eresfo10 Municipal Telephone 



Company because 1t has no access to the government 1nfo.,nat1on necessary to 
det3rm1ne how many of ,ts telephone subscribers are participating in the abovo 
referenced public assistance programs Without this 1nrormalion. Beresford 
Municipal Telephone Company cannot provide, at this time. even a reasonable 
estimate of the number of its subscribers who. after January 1. 1998, will be 
rece1v1ng Lifeline and/or link Up service Information as to the number of ,ts 
low-income subscribers qualifying for lifeline and/or Link Up can be provided 
after applicallons for Lifeline and Link Up assistance have been recelVed by 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 

7 In accord with the SDPUC's Final Order and Decision: Notice or Entry of 
Oec1s1on, Beresford Municipal Telephone Company will make apphcat1on forms 
available to all of its e.x1s11ng res1dent1al customers. to all new customers v.tien 
they apply for res1den11a1 local telephone service. and to other persons or 
en1111es upon their request 

8 . Lifelin~ 

t ,fohne Scl"\1cc mean.\ a retail local scmce off.-rmg for \\h1ch qualified lo"'·mc,,rnc 
consumc:r- pav reduced char110 

:? 1.rlthm: ;cl\lCc mclud~ ,c,1ce wade acc ...... s to the public )"'tlchcJ ncmor~. ln<:al 
U~!!C, dual tone rnulu-trequency sig.na.lmi or 11s funcuooat equ,valtc'fll, ""tue•parl\ .SCf\lCC 

01 ,ts funcuonal cqu" alent. 11ecc~ to c:mergel\C\ s..'f\1cc\, a.ccess 10 opera lot \Cf\ ices. 
acCC3> 10 mtertc"'lchmgc SCI"\ ,ce. access to directory .i~sttulCC, 3nd toll lin111a1ion 

l ()uahlied IO\\·mcon~ sub'ltnbcri arc rcctmred 10 ~bmu an apphcatmn form 1n order 10 
recc:ive L1fdme .>Cl"ICe. In applying for l.1fclmc =•stance, the :Wb'l(nbcr must ccmf,. 
under penalty of pcrJUIY that they arc cuncml) pamcipiung m II lc.ut um: ur the 
quahfy,n1:1 public assistance programs listed m '-ecuon A 2. above In add111on. the 
subscnber mu,1 ngiec 10 no11fv lletcsford \lumc1pal Telephone Comp.an) when thcv CCll<c 
pa111c1pall'll.( m the qual1f}1f18 public ass1s1ance p,ogramn) 

4 I h-, total monthl) l.1feh11c credn a,ailablc to quahfi,-d lOllM1mer\ 1$ SS 2~ Oer~ford 
'!\lunmp.J Telephone Com~m ihall pro-,dc the credit 10 quahticd comumen b) appl)1ng 
th<'. fedct JI bl.-dinc .uppo,1 druount o r 51 so 111 wal\ c th,: ,·on\11rncr ·~ lcdcrnl End-l'!.er 
C'ommon Linc charge and appl)1ng the •dd1uon.1t authon.r.,'11 federal ;uppoll rsmoont of 
SI 7" a, a .:rcdu 10 111<, e11nsumc1 's 11111~<1a1c local service rate The federal baseline 
support tun0un1 ,nd Jdd111onal suppoll ,, a1lablc, 101ahni; SS 2S. shall r•'ducc Ber~ford 
'l.1uruop,d ·1 d~honc Conipan{~ lo"c:,1 tantfrd (,>r 01hc""15e gcm:rally available) 
rc:Mdcnnal rate for the sttv1res hstl-d abo,c III Secuon O J Per the anached SDPUC Final 
Order and Dca\1011. '011cc llf l·ntn nf l'>a':1smn, the SDPl1(' ha., authoriud m1rasia1e 
rutc :educlloM for ehg•l>lc tc:l«ommunicauon, earner~ ma~mg the ~ddttional federal 
" 'ppon amoun1 of SI 75 :wa.llablc The SDPl'C' did 001 estabh5h ~ stiue I 1fchnc program 



to fund any funher rate rc:duct,on~ (Exhibit A. Findings of Fac1 VII and VIII . and 
Conclusions on.aw II and Ill ) 

S Beresford Mumopal Telephone Company will no1 disconnect subscnbers from their 
Lifeline scr,1cc for non-payment of toll charges unless the SDPUC. pursuant 10 47 CFR § 
S-1 -IOl(bXI). has granted the company a waiver from the non-disconnect rcqu11cmen1 

6 Except 10 the extent that Beresford Mun1c1pa.l Telephone Company has 
obtained a warver l rom the SOPUC pursuant to 47 CFR § 54 1·01(c), the 
company shall offer toll hm11a11on to all qualrlying low-income consumers when 
they subscribe to Lalehne servlC8 If the subscriber elects to receive toll 
hm1ta11on, that service shall become pan ol that subscriber's Lifeline service 

7 Beresford Municipal Telephone Company wlll not collect a service deposit ,n 
order to 1rn11ate Lilehne service 1f the qualifying low-income consumer voluntarily 
elects toll blocking on their telephone lane However, one month's local service 
charges may be required as an advance payment 

C. Link p 

Lank Up means 

(a) 1\ reduction I the c:us1omary charge for commencing 1c:.lecommunica11on., 
scmcc for a single 1ckc,urnmumu1iun; conm:clion a1 a consumer's principal place 
of rc>1dencc fhc reducuons shall be 50 per~cnl of the cus1onmy chnn,;c or 
SJO 00. "'hichc, er 1~ less. and 

{O) A aererred sehedule for payment of the charges assessed for 
commencing service. for v.tt1ch the ccnsumer does not pay interest The 
interest charges not assessed to the consumer shall be !or connecuon 
charges or up to $200 00 lhat are deferred to a period not 10 eKceed one 
year 

1 C'harg.c) as,cswd for conmu.•ncrng sen ,er include any charg~ 1hn1 ore .:us1omanly 
a=scd for conn,-.:ung su1™:rilx'fs 1e, the nc1\\0rk TI1csc ch ·8t:S do not mcludc any 
pcmus'>!blc s...-cumy deposit rc:quucmcnls 

3 The Lank Up program shall allow a consumer to receive the benefit or lhe Link 
Up program lor a second or subsequent lime only for a principal place or 
residence with an address different from the residence address at v.ttach the Lmk 
Up assistance was provided previously 



Beresford Municipal Telephone Company 
101 North 3" 
Beresford, South Dakota 57004-1796 

a, ~,yfl~ 
Name ' 

~ I . (}/;;,, ~ 
1 Positron 



e eos 2z~ 1u1 Sl>ITC PIERRE • •• I.EE llARRl:'iCTO~ 

EXIIIBlT "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILJTIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF lliE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP I 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AN'D 
DECtSION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

Al rts August 18, 1997, rogulal1y scheduled meeting, the Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a dod(et c:onceming tho Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC decided that It would provide kx 
additlooal federal support in the amount of $1. 75, above tho anent $3.50 level However. 
1n order for a state's Llfeljne consumeri; to rece111e tho additional $1 .75 in federal support. 
the state comnisslon must approve that reduction in the portion or the intrastate rate Raid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half or any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction, 
up to a maximt.m or $7.00 In federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A state oonvniS$ion 
must file or require the canier to file Information wrth the administrator of the fcdenil 
universal setvice fund demonstrating that tho carrier's Ufelfne p lan 11'189ts the criteria set 
forth in 47 C F R. § 54.401 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Commission allowed 1nte<ested persons and 
entities to submit written cximments c:.:oncerring how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In their written comments, !ntete:.1ed 
persons and entities commented on tho follO'Ning ques11ons-

1 Whether the Co.m111ssion should approve intrastate rate reduc:tlons lo allow 
consumers ehgit:Ae for Lifeline support to receiv11 the additional S1 .75 in fcdetal support? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a sta te l.Jfelino Program ro fund further 
reoucuons in tho inlrastat.e rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether the Commission shou ld modify lhe OJCtsting l rfehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission filo or roqu11e tho carrier to file Information wtth tho 
admin1sllator of the federal llll1V8'Sal seNicc tund demonstrating that the camel's Lifeline 
plan meets tho crile,ia set forth in 47 CF R. § 54.401(d)? 

By order dated Odot>er 16, 1997. tho Commission set ,'Ubhc hearings to receive 
public comment on the quostJons listed above The ht!anngs wetc held at the foll0wtng 
11mes and places· 

,~AP,o crrv Monday. October 2 1, 1997. 1 00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior Cihzens 
Contor. 2900 Canyon lake Dnve, Rapid Caty, SD 
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luesd.Jy, Odobef 28. 1991, 1:30 pm.. State Capttol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue. Plorro. SO 

Wednesday, October 29. 1997, 9.00 am. Center for AdJve 
Generations. 2300 W est 46th. Sioux Falls. SO 

At its November 7, 1997, meeting, tho Commission ruled as follows. On lho first 
issue. the Comm1ss100 authorized intrastato ra1e reducbons lo allow ehg,ble oonsumers 
to rece1110 the additional S1 75 In federal support. With rosped to the second issue. tho 
CommlSSIOO dedded lo not set up a stnto Lifeline jlRlgCilrTI lo Mld further reductions a this 
umo On the third ls.soo, the Commlmon ellmlnated tr.e existing TAf> program that 
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
$3,50 redualoo or local ral03 lo low income rustomcn ago 60 and over. Tho COl1YTli$sion 
further ru!ed that the South Dakota lJnl( Up p1og:im follow the FCC rules. In aodltion, Ule 
Convmssion ordered that staff, in consultabon with the carriers, devolop a standatd fOfTTl 
for self-cortificat,on: that these forms be sent to all of their cu$tomors prior to Janua,y 1. 
1998, and thcfeatt81', to all rwtrN OJSU>mers: and that the carriers mako the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request On tho fou,1h ,ssuo. the Commlss,on rulod that the 
camor be requtrod to file with tho FCC the informabon dc.11011strating that the catric(s plan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and 1hat IM carric< send an lnfonnaoonal a:J9Y to the 
Comm1ss1on. Further, that the c:amers include tn lhoir annual report l o tho Commission 
the number or subscnbers who rocetve Lifolne and Unk Up support. 

Based on tho wntton comments and ev1donco and testimony received at tho 
heanngs. lhe Comm1ss1on makes the following Findings of Fed and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Tho current state l ifehne program 1s referred to as tho Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) Tho cunent state Link Up program 1s rerorroo to as tho Link Up Amem:a program 
flu: Comm1ss1on lmplcmonted these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
11s Doos1on and Ordor daled February 17. 1988, issued in Ooci<et F-3/03, Jo the Maner 
2f..ttlQJ!lve,sugalion into tmolemcntahon of a Tolephono Ass1s~ncc PJao roe South Dakota 
~ Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers or U S WEST exchange.s were 
required to also offer the TAP and Unk Up Amonca p,ogams Js1 at pagos 1-2. 

II 

The amount or TAP asS1stoncc 1s $7.00, $3 !iO or which 1s federally funded, with the 
remaining t3 50 funded by Ulf! local telecommurucatlOllS came1 Ld at page 3 Although 
U S WES I was originally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund tho progr.im. U S WEST 
c;ubsequently gave up that right tn Doeket I 364/-8, ~tteuLlbo Public U11loU.Q.i 
Cs>mm,s~o!lJrr, csu11aoon ,mo tbe Etrocu..ol...!.@~n Soul.h.O.,kqta 
~ Lxh1b1• 5 In order re recei ve the rAP assistance. a member of the housohold 

2 
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must be 60 years ot ago or oldef and part>apatc Ill erther 1he food stamp Of the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The Urr Up Amenca progam provides assistance 1n an amounl equal 10 on&-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone serw:o connedion cha•ges up lo a maximum ol 
$30.00. Id at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assislanco. a custom« must be 
receiving 01ther food stamps or low .. nc::o:ne energy asslsta-x:e, must not presently have 
local telephone service and must nol have boon provided telephone se,v1ce at his or her 
rcsidonco Within tnc previous throe monlhs, and must not be a dependent for fedoral 
,ncomo lax purposes (dependency aiteria docs not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older) tg, Tho Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. J.sl. 

rv 

The FCC re111sed the cunent Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Dock.ct No 96-
45, lo Jho Matter Q( Eederaf:Stato Joirt BoMI m Uniyersal Seooai adopted May 1. 1991. 
Beginning January 1. 1998. the FCC found lhal the fedora! baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.SOper qualifymg low-1ncomc consumer with an additional $1 .75 in federal support 
,r t.'ie state commission APP(oves a oom).Spondlng reduetlon in mtrastaie local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54.403(a) Additional federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to ono-natf the 
amount ol any stale Lifeline support (not lo exceed $7 00) ,s also available. ld 

V 

The FCC futthof found that the federal support lor Link Up will conUnue to be a 
roduct,on 1n tho tclecommunteations earner's setVK:e c::onnectJon charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer oonnoction charge°' $30,00, whichever IS ress 4 / C.F.R § 
54.41 J(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, If there 1s no slato I ifohne or I ink Up program. a 
consumer 1s ehgible for support if the consume< participates II ooa ol the following 
piograms Medicaid, food stamps; Supplemental Security Income: tederal public housing 
assistance; or the low-Income Homo Energy A.ssGtance Pro01am 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54.41 S(b) In addition, 1f there 1s no stale Lifeline or Link Up program. a customer 
must certify IX1der penally ot pe,µy lhal tho rustomor is rece1v1ng benofits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to no:ity the C.\ITler if the rustomer co.iscs lo part,ooate 
10 such program or programs IJ:j 

VII 

lhc first 1ssuo 1s whilthQf the Commission should approve 1n1r.;state role reductions 
lo allow consumori. ohg,ble for t ,rehno suµpon to reco1vo tno ack1111onal S \ 75 ,n fodoral 

3 
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support. The Commission finds that 11 shall authorize intrastate rats reductions ror eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligiblo 
consumers to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support Thus. tho total amount of 
federal support Is $5.25 por eligible customer. 

VIII 

The second issue Is IMlether the CommisslOO should set up a S!B!e l ifeline program 
to fund further reductions In the intrastate rate paid by the end user. Tha Commission 
finds it will not set up a state LJfellna program lo fund further reductions at this ltme 

IX 

The thlrU Issue ls wnelher to modify or eliminate the existing lifeline program or 
Link Up progam. With rospea to the exlstJog Lifeline program, the Commission finds lhat 
It shall eliminate tho axistlng TN' program that requires US WEST and carril!f'S that have 
purchased U S WEST 8Xdlange.s to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low income 
wstomers age 60 and CNeL. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.41 7 
The effect of following tho FCC rules and not Instituting further st.ate funded tedtJc:tions ,s 
that the FCC elig1b!llty requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 
SOU1h Dakota lifetine and Link Up programs. In addltion, the Commission ord«s that the 
Commission staff. in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self­
certification. The carriers shall send these fom,s to each cwtomer prior to January 1. 
1 998 Tho carriers shall also send a tonn lo each of their new customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the rorms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

Tho fourth Issue 1s \Mlethet lhe Commission should filo. or ,lfl the alternative. require 
the carrier lo rile lnforma11on With the fund adm1niwator ~ 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 (d) The 
Commission finds tho carriers shall be required to file that Information demonstratmg that 
the carrlets plan meets the apphcab!e FCC rules and that the carrier send an lnfonnatronal 
copy to the Comm1ss1on. The carriers shall also be required to include In their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS Of- LAW 

The Commission has jvnsd1t:1on over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chaph:r 49-31 , 
specifically49-31-1.1, 49-31-3. 49 31 7, 49..J1 .1 1. 49.3 1.11. 49.31.1 2 1. 49 31 12.2 and 
12 4. and ll7 C f. R. §§ S4.ll00 10 S4 41 7 
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II 

Pursuan' to 47 C FR. § S4.403(a), the Commission authOl'izes intrastate rate 
reductions for 01191ble telecommunicaoons compames f)«>Viding local exchange service 
to allow ehgiblo consumers to roceive tho additional $1 75 In federal supl)Oft. 

Ill 

Tho Commission declines to institute c1 state Utellno program to tund further 
reductions at this time. lho e.,usting Soulh Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified 10 follow the FCC rulos found at 47 U.S.C §§ 54.400 to 54.417, indusive, on 
January 1, 1998 The Commission s1aff. in consultation with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard form for self<et11f1catJon The carriefs shall send these forms to each OJStome< 
prior to January 1. 1998. The carriers shal also send a form to each of thetr new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make thO forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant to 4/ C.F R !I 54 401(d). the Comm1sst00 finds the camllfS shall be 
roqu,red to file lhat lnformaUon demonstrating that tho caniftf's plan meets the applicabto 
FCC rules and that the camef send an normalialal OOf1'/ to tho Commisslon Tho earners 
shall also be required lo include in Uletr annual report to tho Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive L ilehno and Link Up support 

11 as thot'crore 

ORDERED. !hat lhe Comm,ss10n authonUls intrastate rate roovcs,ons fO/' eJ191blo 
1elecommun1c.11Jons compan,os prov1d1ng local oxchango servia, 10 ;\1{ow ehg 1blo 
consumers to receive tho addrt,ooal S1 15 in lcderal suppot1; and 11 as 

FURTHFR ORDERED. that the Corrrn1sslOl'I will not set up a late L1fchn1t program 
to fund further reductions at this l imo: and rt as 

FURTI !LR ORD(.RFD. !hat the Comm,ssaon stlRII eliminate tho existing I AP 
program. that lhe South Dakota LJ!ohne and Link Up programs follow the r CC rules, that 
1he Comm1ss1on staff. an consuhat!on with the earners. develop a stand11rd form for sclf­
cert1f1eat1on. that the camell, shall send those lorms to all of their customers pnor to 
January 1. 1998. that tho earners shall also send a form to each of thcu new customers, 
and that tho eamcrs make tho forms available to any pe,son or enhty upon rll\lU9SI, .:ind 
II IS 
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FURTHER ORDERED, lhat tho camor shall file wrth the FCC the inform.ilJoo 
demonstrating that tho camor's plan meets tho applicable FCC rules and ttwt the came, 
send an fnfonnatlonal copy to Iha Commission. The carrion: shall also include in their 
annual report to tho Commission the number of subsaibets Who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up suppor1. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dllkota. this J,f dday of Novemt>or, 1997. 

n. "'41-u/o-d ,..,, --- h& .. ------·-· _,,, ____ ...... __ 
.... ..,. ,_... • ..,. lle,a - -. " --m=m----
Uy ~//cir!~ 
o.c. /( /1197 
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