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SULLY BVTIES 
TEUPHONE 
COOPfRA TIVf, INC. 
VENTURE 
COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 

,c,.A "~"""""'......._,."'U. ..._ , .. ...,.,..._ ri-~-......., .... 

June 17. 1997 

Mr. Harlan Bes1 
Deputy Din:ctor 
Pixed UtiHtics Division 
South Dakota PUC 
500 East Capital 
Picm, SD S7S01-S070 

Dear Mr. Best: 

TC97-094 
RECEIVED 

JUH • 199/ 

SOUlH 0At' )TA PUBLIC 
UTlllflE\ Cui.'.MISSION 

Allachcd please find our filing rt"J!Ucsting lhn1 Sully Bunc.i Telephone Cooperative. Inc 
be-detignared an eligible tclccommunicntions c3rlicr ( .. ETC') in the cxchaoges in which 
we serve. 

In addition we are requesting Ii lcmporary wai vcr from h:iving to provide the 1011 
limilllllon service as described in the FCC-s uni,·ers;d service order :md rules ;is wtoll 
control". We do CWTCtltly offer toll blocking in :ill exchanges we serve. 

If you have any questions. plcn.'IC contoct me. 

Sincerely, 

218 Commcrcfal Avcmuc S.c. • l'O IJ(,, 157 • I hghrmuc. S1,u1h l).iJ. ,11., 57 i-i5-0l 57 
lf)(I.~ 1 l\52-2.?:?.i • 1-1\X 1(,0SJ !!5:?-2.ilH 



South Daou TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS Public L'.ti l itics Commissio n 

Suic C Jpi1o l ;oo E. C Jpuo l TlM•• .,. tne ttilt<.Ofl'ffllft'lt6UIM>nt ,ffVD fitilng• th.t ttw cc:wr,,,t, uon h.u rt<.iwd ,o, 1.M Pttiod or 

Pierre. SO 57501-5070 06/ 13/ 97 through 06/ 19/ 97 
Phone (800) J U-1 ·s2 
Fu (b05l 7"'J.JS09 

tf J OY""° . ~ C.'Opy of . Clllllno , ........ ... ...-nlighl t..tJNHNCl Of "*"'d to~ ,.. ... CCN"U('.t OtuiM Kolbo wtO*t ftv• ...,, ot UW• """" 

OOCl<El 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FlLE.O DEADLINE -

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97,076 Appicat>on by Journey Telecom lntorna!IOnal. Inc ror a Celllfocote ol Authorny 10 operate H a telocommuNCallOns company 
06.11 l/97 07'07197 Wllllln 1ne stale of South Dakoht ,s:~:r TSIT7l 

A!Jl)l,c.laon by Calb 101 Loss Inc d bla Cll for a Ce111tleate of AulllOnty lo operate llS • 1el1tcommun,ca110ns com~ ny wtl/W\ 

TC97~1 Ille slate of South Dakota (Stan TSITZ) Appkant SMlcs aultlonly to ong,na:e and 1e,11W1ate · on11a11ate .,t,aLATA and 
06 17197 071)7197 1111erlATA cal l$ 01 bU$1nHS and reSideni.a1 euslomei. 10 operate as I Tr8'el ana Oebll tP1epa,d ~ .long) Caro res.Der a.nd 

lo Dlow!e COCOT ICOPT s~rv,ce • 

AD!)kallOII by Cry111tl CommuNC11110n1, Inc for a Cerutlcate ol Authorny 10 operate as a 1ulecommun1eaoons company Wllh,n 

TC97 103 
lhe st~te of South Dakom (Stolt TSITZ) Applicant seeks authorty 10 prowJe toe.ii telecommun1Cat1on, HMCH and 06J19,117 07/07(97 ~re.change 1eteoommunca110nS seMCes The Apc>locanl WIii nol otltr any local telecommunlc:'1b0ns HMCeS v.,tNo a Rural 
TelePl>on" Coml>llny HMCe •re• W!lllout seell'.lnn seoarale ComffllUIOft aul/lOf~ 

Aj)plca,on by Ol#ltelco inc 10< • Certbte of Au1hor1ly to ope,ate as a telecommunocallOn, comp.ony W'tnln tne .iate ol Soum 
Dal.ola (Stan TSITZ) Appllc1n1 ·1111,nos 10 sut>scnbe to ano reaell • ~ 1orrm or ontor-erchanoe anc:t 111111-erchano• 

TC97-104 lefocommuncallOnS MMc.l$ Ill D>e atalo 01 South On~oi,, lnduding local d1al 1one S&MCe~ MM$3Qe Telephone St"'"" Wide 06 19197 07/07197 
Alea Telephone Se<'IIC8 WATS-like serw:l!S, fotetQII e, change HMCe, pnvate tines be hnot acceu seMCo cellular seMC<! 
local SW!ldl<KI a.,Mc:e ana 011111 HMCM and faa1111es ol commu...caoons common carriers anc:t olht enflljff • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lnUasta!li Telepnone Company Inc pun;uant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby see~ des,gn•IIOn as iln tl,g.ble 
1elecommunlca110ns earner W1tlun lhe local oxthar,ge areas Ul~l cons!ltule its soNlc:e aron III Soutn Dal.ota lntrulale 
T tlephone Company b lho fac:,l,~os based local oxch.inoe c:arner piesently piOWlang local e1char,ge 1el11commun..;i110ns 

TC97.07" Mlf\1Cfl ., D>e followr,g e.n:hangfl ., South 01:1.oca Blecfley (784), C.asOtwooa (793) Cla1k (532) Flo1enco (758) Hav1! (783) 06 13 97 07/07'97 
Lal.e Nouien (765) W aub.>y (947) Weoste, (J.IS) WWlow La~e (625) and Bl)'llnt (628) lnllastatc, Taltf)IIOre Company to 
a kno¥-1«!gl o N only came< IDClay Pto-,dll\g local t , chango lelocomm .. nrc:allOIIS aerwes on Iha above denbfieo e, char,ge 
••eas I S1alf H" "'CI 
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ln10rsta1e T11lecommunlc:8- Coopo1awo, Inc pursuan110 47 USC 214(e) aoo 47 CFR 54 201 hereby sefks doslgnabOn 
as an ohg1ble lelecommunk:aoons earner Wllhin tho local exehanoe areu ltlat cons11Me its scnrice area in Soult! Dakola 
lnterwttu TelocommunicabOns Coope101111e is the locil1tles.based loeal etehango earner ptesenuv p,cw,ci.ng local exch;,nge 

TC97-078 telocomrnunleabOns tMIMCOs In tho lollOWlllg oxchangos In Soulh Dakolil GoO<IWul {795) Clear Lake (874) Gary (272) 
06/13197 07/07197 E.slollit1e (873), Brandl (876). Astona (83.2), Toron10 (794). West Hondritlt1 (479) Elkton (5<12) Whae (629), B1oolongs Rut.ii 

(693), Sinai (826), Nunda/Ruuaoo (586), Waniworih (483) end Clle$1cr (489) t11tors1a1e T111ecornmunk:abons Coope1awo 
lo 11$ know!edgo, rs the only carrier !Oday piOVld,.ng local etchango 1elccommunico11o11s seMCes 111 the above ldenbfioCI 
o, c11onne areas (Slaff HB,'l<CI 

West Rm,r CooperallVO TolopMno Company pursuant to '7 USC 21 4(eJ and 47 CFR 54 20111eroby see~ des,gnabon as 
an elg,ble leh,communicat>ons came, Wllllln lhe local u change areas thol consutote ~ SCMCe area '" South Dakoia Witst 

TC97 ,080 Rt;o, Telephone., the loolAKt$-basod IOclll erchango ca11ie1 pr11senUy prollld,ng loc;al e• chaOQe tolecommunJCabon, servlc:tls 
06/16!97 01/07i<J1 on u,., IOIIOw!og e, chllflllO:. Boon (244), Buffalo (l75). Carnp c,oo~ (605-797) and (406,972) Meadow (788) and Sorum (866) 

West~ Telephone IO lb knowledge IS Ille ooly earner today PlovidJOO local e,change telecornmun1Canons sM11c:e1, ,n tile 
abOVtt 111onbfle<1 o, cha-o areas 1Staff HB/KC) 

Stnlel.ne TelecommuncabOn, Inc pur5uan1 lo 47 USC 21 4(01 and 47 CfR 54 201 hereby seeks designalxln 11, an e!Jg,ble 

I 
1elecommuniClibons earner W\11l.n tno locol eichango areas that corall!Llle 11, serw:e area u, Soulll Da~ola Stutollne is the 

TC97 081 lacillun-balied local e, c11ange camor p,e$CnUy P1ovid1ng local e• chango lclccornmunicabOns sOM«b '" lhe rollow,ng 06116'97 01101-,n 
1»changes NoweU C•S6). Nlllana (257) .illd Lemmon (60S..37• ) om! (701 376) Stalel,ne 10 b know!edgo 15 ltlo onty c,111,or 
today !UovidlM local ~IChalMHl teloeommun1CJ11l0ns seMCes 1n tho above rdcnbned e, channe area~ (Slaff HB1KC1 

Accent Comrnun.cat.on, Inc l'Ur,uan1 10 47 USC 21 4(0) ""° 47 CFR SAi 201 hereby i.eoi..s <les.gnation as ao ellg,ble 
telecommun.cabOn• cumcr w,lh•1 Ille focal e,mango areos thal ,onslltule u soMU mca Acton! 15 the ,~allbe$ bJsed 

·,:97 083 e, ctiange earner p,estinUy PIOWlln(J local e, c/langa telocommunicollOns scMces in tt>e lollowmg e) changos 811s1011• 921 06!17.'91 07 07'97 
Doland (635) F redurick (329) Heel~ (994) Nor111 Hecla (70 l ·992/ and Mo Ueno (887) Accenl to ,ts viowleog~ rs 11111 only 
earner !Oday P,OW1lnll local e• thJ""O lr1lecommur11Ca110ni 1ct111«~ ,n ll1e at>ovc ldenbtled e, channu ,1reas (S1au hBICHl 

Jarm-s Valley Coopc,rollvo T ,•lcphonr1 ComPQny py,aunnl lo 47 U SC 21 4(0) Dnd 47 CFR 5" 20 I her~r,y set>s do11<1na11<>n 
'" on ellglble lulocornmunic atlOn~ c:.11r1er Wllh1n Ill• lac.ii c• ,hall!lO dreus 11111! con~lllute rts s<11V1Ce areJ in Soutn Da• ota 
Jamo\ VwHey Coooer a!Ne hlep!lo,1~ Co1r,p411., is mu tac:,t,u.,~ b.tsoo e•<hange cumer putt,e1111y p<oWJ,r,g loc:lll o,cnango 

TC97 064 luh,common.ai110n1 ,cr,,cc,s in I/le toUowv,g e <CM"IJ•• In South DdkOlu AnJJove, (298) Claremont {294) Columbt~ (396) 06'1'97 0707:97 
Coroo (3821 Ferooy (3~ ) Croton (397). HooQhton (885) and Turion (8971 Jame, Van..., COOPt!t•W~ r .. 1.,p11one Cornpany 
10 ,ts hnOWIOOgc 15 tl\u only curno, loday P,OWJ,ng loc;it .-, change 1e1ecommun1Ca1JOns scl\1<:tt u, lhe awvc cl.!nur,l'<l 
o, chanae areas 1S1aN HB'CHl 

Hultland Communic..uon, Inc DUtSuant 10 47 USC 2tcte) and 47 CFR S• 201 hereby ,eeks de•,onob011 as an ol'IJ1ble 
tetecommu~ollOns co11101 Wl\lltn 1ne local e,ch,1nge areas 111'1 cons1Au1u .is seMCI! area i/1 Sout ti Dakola Hoal1Jand rc9r.oe~ Comrnunic.~IIOM rs 1h11 f~t*I,."' ba1'00 local <>rcnangtl c:nrnr.r p<es,rnuy p,0'1<111,g IOCJ I c •chang11 tel~commu111Ct11lon~ $OMCcs 06 t, ')7 07 0' 97 
in the fOIIOWll\jj c>ehange• 111 South Da\ o13 Pfanc,,Gttdaos (337/ Hearttano Communtc:al)Ons to ~s knowledge lli the only 
Cilllll't lodav <v~llld,n~ locnl ••<ehonn,• rn1ec11mrnurucanQn& St'l\'l(e~ 10 IM a•vwe o.h!nllf""1 r •tha""•' area, rSton HB'CHI 
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Midstato Telephone Compa.ny, Inc, purwanl to , 1 U.S C, 21, (e) and , 1 CFR 54.201 hereby seok$ dos,gnation as an ellgtblo 
lel4C01!1mUnlcabOns camer wciw'1 lhe local ~nge areas thal conslllule b seMCO area in South D.it<oia 1''tds1a10 Tolephono 
Company is lhe l'aclities-base local entianoe carrie_r l)fosenUy l)fovidlog local erchange 1elecommunlca110ns se!'Aces m 1he 

TC97-086 foll<r.w,g oxC/1,Jnges ,n Soulll DaM>Ca Academy (726), Delmonl (779), Fl Thompson ('2' 5). Gann Velloy (293). Kimball (778), 06117197 07/07197 
New Holland (2• 3) . Pukwana (69, ). Stlckney (732) and Whllo Lake (249) Midstate Telephone Company, 10 l!S knowledge, 
iS the only came< today prov,do,g local exchar>ge 1elecommunlca11<>ns uMCes In the above ldenofied exeha11go areas (Slllff 
HBICM'I 

TC97-0a7 

BalUc Telecom CooperalMI pursuant lo 47 U,5-C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks dMlgnallon as an eijg1bht 
~unlcallOnS came, Wlhin the local 1r1ch1nge areas that coosttUle ltll serke area Baltic Telecom Cooperative is the 
lac.trnts•based local tichange carrier l)ftsentfy l)fo\/iding local exchange telecommunlcanons sel'iiees ln the rotta-,g 
eXd\ongH: Barde (529) and Crooks (543). Baltic Telecom Cooperative, to its knewtedge, Is the only earner today PfOwfu,g 
local exchanoe teleeommun,cations serkes in the abOVe iden!lfled uchanne areas 151\111 HBll<Cl 

06117/97 07/07197 

East PlaJns Telecom, Inc punuan1 ID 41 U.S.C 21, (e) and ,17 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designat>on as an ehglble 
1eiccommun1C11110ns ca.mer WIU1io the local excha.nge areas lhal consblute its service a1ea Ea'Sl Plains Teltcom, Inc is the 

TC97•088 1oc,1111es-based local oxchange camo, l)fesentty p10Vld1110 local e,chAnge telecommunieanons services in lhe lolloW111Q 06H71!17 07/07197 
e~es: Alceste. (9:M). Hudson (98') .and East Hlmcn (712-982). Ell$! Plains Telecom, Inc , 10 its knowtedge. is 1ne only 
carri1!r today !llollldma local oxchonne lelecommunk:<111<>ns sennces in the above idenntled exehanoe areas_ (Staff HBIKCJ 

Western Telephone Company pursuan1 to 47 U S.C 21'(e) and , 1 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gnalion u an ebglble 
1e1«:ommunoeations carnM....chn 1hr local ~e oreas lhal c:onslJlll.e lb serw:e area in South Dakoln Western Telephone 

TC97-0S9 IS 11\it tnCM!es-based local n cnange earner l)fos.ently p,CMd,ng local ercha"lle tetecommunic:a110ns serv,ces III the lollO'MllQ 06(17197 07/07(91 
eu:nangos. Cresb3n:t (324) . Faulk!Dn (598) and Orient (392) . W11$lem Telephone. lo its knowledge, is the only camnr loday 
o,0Vld1nn local erchanne lelecommuruca!ions servbls In the above ldonbfied eachanne areas (Stall HBIKC) 

Slockholm.Strandburg Telephone Company pursuan110 , 1 U.S.C. 21' (o) and 47 CFR s, 201 hereby seeks de51goa11<>n as 
an eligible lelecommun,callons camer Within lhe local uchange areas that conSIIIUt& ilS seMOo area ,n South Dako1a 

TC97-090 Stockholm IS lhe laoll!leS-based local e>dlango earner l)fesently p,ov,ding local exct,angt lelecommunica~ons serv,ces lfl Ille 
06117 97 07,07197 fo110Wing e1cha"llcs in South Dakota Slockholm,Sl/andburg (6i'6, Rowlo (623) and Sooth Shore (756) Slockholm to as 

knowledge, IS lhe only earner today p,OV!drng local e,change lelecommunica11<>ns ser,,cas ln the above idenufiod OJcilange 
a11,as ISlaff HBIKCl 

Kennebec Tolephone Co pu1$U&lll 10 47 U.S C 21'(e) and , 7 CFR 5.1201 hereby seeks designa110n as an eloglblo 
lelecommunic.oons earner Within the local exchange areGS lhal ,ons111u10 its serv,ce urea III South Dakota Kennebec 

TC97·092 Teleohone Co IS lhc facltillos-baled local exchange camer l)fesenUy p,OVld,ng local ell(hange telecommunic1110ns seMCl!s 06/18117 07/07'97 
in 1l>e folfowvlg erchanges Kennebec (869) and Pres.~o (!95) Kennebec Telepnone Co 10 as knc,.,.1edge, IS tho only carriOI 
todav DfOll>d1nn local erchnnqe lelecommunicabons seMCM In lhe above idenu~ exchano11 areas (Staff HBICH} 

Jefferson Telephone Co Inc pursuanl to , 1 USC 21, (e) and , 1 CFR s, 201 hereby seeks des,gna11<>n as an eligible 
1elecommunie4110ns camer Wllhil1 tho local exchange areas tha1 constm111 ,ts seMCo a1ea In Soulh Dakota. Jetterson 

TC97,093 Telephone Co,, Inc. Is lhe facirltles· baSed local e.rchanga carrier Pf H endy providing local e.1chang1 1elocommunicall0ns 06118197 07/07197 
services in the following exchange. Jorferson (966), Jetto=n Telephone Co . Inc. to ltS knowledge, is !he only carrier today 

I n<ollicll- local excha=e talecommunbtion,s se-- m the above Identified exchanne Areas (Slaff HBICH) 
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Sully Bunn Telephone CooperatNe. Inc pursuant to , 7 USC 21 4(0) and 47 CFR ~ 201 hereby seeks des,gnnuon as an 
o~e telecom~IIOns carrier Within the loQII o• change areas that cons111u1e 115 seMCe area Sully Bunes Tolepnono ~ 
lho l 1clll!Jes-based loc:al exchange earner p,esenlly 1>10Vldlng local u chango tel tcommunlcations soNieos In lhd lollow,ng 

TC97-494 ei changes West. Onida (2.54). Hrlchcock (2E6). Seneca (436), Tolstoy (442) Onaka (447} Wess.,ng1on (4S8J l anglord (493) 06119 97 07/07197 
Roshoft (537). Tulare (Sll6). Higlvnote (SS2), Harrold (87S) Ree He,ol\tS (943) Hoven (948) Blunt (9e2) and EUI Oruda (973) 
Suty Buttes T elephont. torts ltl>owledge, 11 lhe Ol'lfy carrier today provrdrng local ecchange toleeommull!Qllons .erwes III thfl 
above idennfied u c:hanoe areas (SUIII HB/CH} 

Venluro Communications, Ire p;Jr5uent 10 , 1 USC 2 14(1!) and 47 CFR s, 201 hereby M:teka deslgnauon as an ehg,blo 
tetecommunlCallOns c arrier Wllhin the local e.change areas that co~stilute IIS ser.,c:e area Venture CommunocallOns is Ille 

TC97 09S 
racll1be .. based local u cnange earner p,esenlly pr0Vldltli1 foul e,cnange telecommunoc.auons ser.,c:tt III the folla...ng 
eicnanges Onoda 1259) Bowllle (29S). RO$COe (297) P,orpcnt (32SJ. Bnnon (449) Bnuon NO (701-443) Roslyn (' t6J 06 199" 07.t)7.'97 
Wessngton Spmgs (539) Selby (6' 11). Gotrysbu1g (78S) ona Lebanon (769) Venture CommuNCaoons to !IS l now1edge r'I 
tne only earner toaay proW11119 loc:nl o, cnange 1elocommun1cali0ns JeNiees in tho above ldonDRed r1cnar,go orea1 (Stall 
HB/CHI 

SANCOM Inc ~ to 47 USC 2 14(e) and , 7 CFR ~ 201 heret,y seelcsdn,gneoon as an el!O'bft tetecommunocal!Ons 
c:rune, Wlhn tne loc:al e.rcha.nge a,eas that constirute u stMQe area ill South OakoUI SANCOM" tne laalrJes·based loc:al 

TC97-096 dlellang& came, presenay p,Oll'ding local elChilnOe IO!eootnmunocaoon, soMCos III lne lollOW1ng o, cnaf1lles 1t1 South Dakota 06119197 07/07197 
Wol!wy (983), Pa,kslon (929) and Tripp (935) SANCOM lo IIS knowtOdgo, ,s the only eartler !Oday p1owllng local o• thange 
telecommunlealions seMCH III the above rden~~ed e, cnanne aru1 (Stall HB!CH) 

Sanbo1n Telephone Coope,a:,,., pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and , 7 CFR 54 20111ere0y see~s dfflgnauon as an e!.g.Ole 
telecommunoca!lonS earner Wl1IWI tht loc:al eachange areas that conMltute IIS se""'e area III Swtn Oa• ota Sanborn 

TC97097 Tltlephone ,s the laal.cres-t>ased locAI o.ct1ano11 cerrlOr pre.ontly p<ovw.ing loclll e, chang~ lelecom, ,NCaoons serwn in 111 .. 
06/19,97 07/07 97 lollowinu orcnange. In South Dakota Ethan (2.27) Mt Vemon (236) , Lo!J:her (248) Fore,1our~ C' 9S) Anetian (527) 

Woonsoci.o1 (7116) and A/peM (ll,49) SanbOfn Telephone to cs knowttdge r, Int only earner tooay prowJ,ng local e•tna"llt 
tt1httommun1C11110nS seMCes ,n tne above rdenbfied e, channe 11eas (Starf HB.'CHI 

Se,~o,d Moncpa!Telepnone Co purwantto 47 USC 2 14(e) Ind 47 CFR 5' 201 horebyseeu dn,gna!IC>n nan ol9,blt1 
tetocommun1talio111 etrrier w,tt,,n 1ne loc:al e{cllaf1lle areas that con,lilule ns seNKe aroa '" Soutn Oakoui 8erestora Tel 

TCSl7 099 rs tne facilllkl'l·bl1Sfld loc:el e, cn,ngc eattklr p18$ently p,ow,,ng loclll t • change 1etecommuNCallOn1 HMCes in lhe rollow,ng 00. 19•'91 0 7 07'97 
e.changd 8eratord (783) 8etHICHd Tel 10 rt5 MOW1edQ• 11, the only earner tod,ry prO>nel""J local e, cnangt' 
telecommu111C111011S ~MCH .. u,e above ,o,•nbl<!d ercnaooe areas (Smn HB.'KC) 

RobensCOUllly Tel<!r,,,on. Co PMl!Mlwooiluon pu!Mllnt to 47 USC 21 4(e) ana 47 CFR 5• 201 nereb)' ste\.5 des,gn1110n 
as an eligible telecornmu111C.abon1 c• ,e, wrth111 the IOcal e, change are..~ 11111 constrtuto 11> ierv,ce a,ea Roll4!rtt County 

TC97·099 Telephone COOPl!ral/Ye ~ - ~ the loC>ll!Mls·bilSe<J local e,cnange earner pr esently proV'd,ng local t • t h•ngu 00'1911" 07 07197 teleeommunrca1Xln5 seMCeS SI Ille roa.,..,,. ,o eXdlangn NoM New EffinQton NO (701 0 4) N.,... Erllngton (637) and Cl•~• 
City (652) Rob4!ns Coun.ty Telepnone CooperatNe Assooab011 to es ~nowtedge 11, 11111 only came, IOd.ry p1oWJ ,ng local 
M chA""lt tPl11comm.,noc.1bOns St'IVIC"' 111 tne above "'entl>Nl , , cha""e areas IStoH HB!KCI 

PAGE 4 OF 6 



RC Communleations. Inc pursuant to 47 u SC 214(e) and 47 CFR 5" 201 hereby seeks deslgnatk>n u an el,gible 
telt.-communlcattoos cainer ....iw. tne local etc:hnnge nieas that COl1$llMe h sorviee area RC Communlc:8tions is mo ladlllles-

TC97, 100 
based local exchange carrier prnsenlly ptovlding 1oc, 1 exchange telecommu~alions seNices III the loUowlng exellanges 

0611 9197 07/07197 
North Veblen, ND (701-63-') W11mo1 (935). Peever (932). Veblen (7311) nnd S1tmrM (3911) RC Communieatk>ns, 10 i1s 
knowledge, is the onty ca,rwr todoy p,o...,dmg local 11~change telecommun,cations sel'Y!Cf!s III the above Iden~ exchange 
areas. (Start· HBIKC) 

Splltroclr PropertJes, Inc pursuanl to 47 USC 2 14(t ) and 47 CFR 5"201 hereby seekS <1es,gneoon as an e~ibli.' 
1etecommunlcali0ns cnmor wt!lun IM local u cnange aroas thal com,llluto u seMCe area In South Dakota Spbuock 

TC9, , t 01 ProporlleS. Inc is the lac,jllJos-bosoo local e.tt.hange ca,oor p(eserttly ptOWIJng local ell:hange ti,tecommun,cat>ons ser,,,ee,, 
10 u,e lollow,ng • • changes ,n South Dakota Howard/Carthage (77-z) and Oldham/Ramona (4 112) Splrtrock Propert)os. Inc 

06119!97 07,071'i7 

to 11s knowlodge. is tho only came, today praVldmg local er change telecommunicatiOns Hl\'ICe• 1n the above ldonblled 
, ~chanae areas (Staff HBIKC) . 

Splltrock Telecom Coopemtive. Inc pursuant 10 , 1 USC 21 4(0) and .-7 CFR 54 .201 hereby seeks dH>gnatiOn es an ehgfble 
telecommun,c.abOns came• ¥Athln the loc:al exchange areas that consbtute Its seMCe area Spl<l,ock Telecom Cooperalive. 

TC97· 102 
Inc ls the laalcUer.-based local e, change earner p,esentJy p,oVlc!Jr,g local or change telecammurllCalk>ns seNices ln the 

06/19197 07/07197 
l ollowtng e•changes 818ndon ! 582) and Garretson (605-594) and (S0M97) 'lpbtroc:k Telecom Caoperawe, Inc to ~s 
knOW1edgo, is lhe only earner toda1 p10V>Cf1ng local er change telecommun,c;aoons seNices In tile above ldenbfled & Cllange 
ar1>as IStatt HM<CI 

Tn-County Telecom . Inc pursuant ta 47 U S C 2 t4{e) and 47 CFR 5" 201 hereby seeks des,gnat>on as an ehg,ble 
tetecommunleabOns earner Within the local exchange areas that constJtule !IS se1V>Oe area 1n South Dakota Tn-County 

TC97-IOS 
Telecom. Inc es the lacol1los-based local e, Cllange earner p,esenUy prowling locat u change telecornmunic:abOns seMCes 06/19197 07/07197 
In the lollov,,ng e~changes in Sou1h Dakota Clayton {112S) and Emery {~C l) Tn-County Telecom. Inc .. to RS knowlodgo. iS 
Ule only carrier today prowling toc~I ot change 1elecommunleaoons sorw:es In the abolle ldenbfled exch&nge areas (Staff 
HB/CHl 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

US 'NEST CommU11C1Uons tnc r~oo for approv-•I by the Con1111<SS1o11 the Type I Pagino Agreement oetween KJAM Mobile 
Png;ng and US WEST "ThisAgrcemenl w;is reach«! tllfough votunlary nogotiat>ons .,.,thout 1eso1110 mod,at>on or arbrtnltiOn 
and ,s submttted 101 apprOVIII pursuant to Sectk>n 252(e) ol the ComrnunleaOOJ\s Act ol 1934 BS amonded by tne 

TC97-079 Totocornmunleaoons Act of 1996 .. KJMI Mobile Pag,ng and US WEST funner request that Iha Commission approve lhlS 06'16197 07/07/97 
AQroomont wtthout 11 hearing and withou1 allow,1,g tho mlel'llent>on ol 01h01 partJos Berause tlus Agreement was reached 
tlllough voluntary neg=bonS. i does not raJSc issues requiring a hearing 3Jl<I does not concern other par11es not a part or Ille 
n""obabons ExNWiibous 8""'0VIII would turtner Ille ""bile dlll11es1: 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Cotnmuncabons f~od tanlf sheeb that remov& refe,onces to OJCllangcs thal havu been sold by US WE ST. The 
TC97,0112 sale w as elfective Juno I , 1997 In oddl!>On. th,s fllUlg Includes some te'1 changes and clean,up ffems US WEST has 06/17197 NA 

r""ue<ted an olfectr;e date of June 1 1997 !or this fihnn /Stall DJ.'CHI 
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA J East PIM\\ Telecom Inc on Juntt 13 1997 l N/.. l NA 
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Sode1)~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
SUI< C1pi1ol Bu11d111g. 5-00 !:a>& Capilol hYC11uc. Piffl'C, South Mota S1SOI-S010 

October 1. 1997 

Mr. Rieha.rd D. Cott 
Executive Dlrec1or 
SDITC 
P. 0 . Box 57 
Pierre. SD 57501 

RE Eligible Teleeommunicalions earner apploeatJon. TC97~ 
Sully Buttes Telephone COoperalave, Inc. 

Dear Mr.Colt· 

The above-reference1 applleallon has been reviewed by the staff of the Public U1ifilies 
Commissioo. The lollow!ng additional lnfom,.allOII is needed In order for the Commission t.o 
consider this apprteation· 

1. Pursuant lo <17 C .F.R. S4.101(a)(<I), s lngi.par,y se,v!ee or Ii• functional equivalent rm.st 
be made available by an Elogi'ble Telecommunications earner (ETC) to receive universal 
seNice suppon mechanisms. Does the above-referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant 10 1.7 C.F R 54.405 and 54.41 t , Lifeline and Unk Up seMces must be made 
available by an ETC to quahfying low-income consumers. Does the appbcant company, as 
referenC<!d above. make these servk:es available to qualifying consumers? 

3. Please provide a venf,cation by an authorized officer. under oath. to the Commluion 111 

which the applicant represents to the Commisslon that the facts stated m tho Request f0< ETC 
Designation and the response lo data request nos. 1 and 2 above. are truthful 

Please respond by Odober 1<1. 1997. Upon receipt or lhts intormation, it wlll be evaluated by 
staff and the matter wiU be scheduled for consideratto(l by the Commission. Thank you for 
your altentlOII lo tnls matter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

cc Harlan Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

VALLEY TEL ECOMMUNICA TIONS 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE. INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97--068 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 

' 
) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97.086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TCl7~ 

TC97-095 

TC91-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97-097 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97.()99 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER.CA.NISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97·114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/8/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RNER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RNER TELCO ) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakcta Pubhc UllhlleS eomm,s.sion (CommiSSIOO) received requests from 
the abOve captioned telecommumcattons companies requesting designation as ehg1ble 
telecommumcations carriers 

The Commis.s,on eledronic:alty transmitted nottce of the filings and the intervention 
deadlines to interested ,nd1v1duals and en11t1es On June 27. 1997, the Commission 
received a Petrucn 10 Intervene from Dakota Telecornr111.r11cat,ons Systems. Inc. (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997. at rts regularly scheduled mee11ng. the Commission granted 
1ntervent1on lo DTS and DTI m Docket TC97-075 No other Petitions to Intervene were 
filed 

The Comm1ss1on has 1unsdict1on over this mane, pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 1ncJud1ng 1-26-18 1-26-19. 49-31 -3 49-31 -7, 49 .• 31.11. 49-31-11, and 47 
USC § 214(e)( 1) through (5) 

The issues at the heanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captioned 
1elecommun1cat1ons companies should be granted designation as eligible 
telecommunicat1ons earners and (2) what service a eas shall be established by the 
Comm1ss1on 



A heanng shall be held at 1 30 P M • on Wednesday. November 19. 1997. 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adVersary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All par11es have the nght to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These nghts and other due process rights shall be foffeited 
1f not exerosed at the heanng. If you or your representative fail to appear at the lime and 
place set for the hearing. the Final Deos1on will be based solely on the teshmony and 
evidence provided, If any, dunng the hearing°' a Final Deos1on may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the heanng the Comm ss1on will consider a ll evidence 
and testlfTIOO)' that was presented at the heating lne Con ,mssoo will then enter F 1ndings 
of Fact, ConduStons of Law, and a Final Oeosion regarding th is matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommumcat1ons companies requesting designation as an elig1ble 
telecommunications earner. and the Commission shall estabhsh service areas f0< ehg1ble 
telecommunicatlOOs earners lne Commission's deos1on may be appealed by the parties 
to the state C1rwrt Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a heanng shall be held at I.he time and place spectfled above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommumcahons companies should be 
granted des1gna1Jon as ehg1ble telecommunicauons carriers. and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for ehg1ble telecommun1cat1ons carriers 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab1ht1es Act, this reanrig 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible locahon Please contar.t the Public Uhhhes Comm1sst0n at 1-800· 
332-1782 a, leaS1 48 hours pnOt to tho hoonng rf you have spec,at needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 

CEATFICA Tf ~ S£R\11Cf: 

new. SEAi. 

rA 'J day of November. 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Executive D1rec1or 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR OESfGNATtON AS 
ELIGIBLE T ELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRIERS : 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMU NI CATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, tNC. 

VALLEY CA8LF & SATELLJTE 
COMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS COOPERATIVE 
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COMPANY 
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RECEIVED 
) 

l DEC O 2 1997 
) 

~OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIE.S COMM ISSION 
) 
) TC97·06 i 
) 

) TC97 -0 69 
) 

) 

I TC9 7-070 
l 
) 
l TC97 -0 71 
I 
l 
l TC97 - 073 
l 
l TC97 - 07 4 
I 
l TC97 · 075 
l 
J T"' 97 - 077 
J 
l 
) TC97 - 078 
) 
) 

l TC97·080 
J 
i 
l TC97 - 081 
l 
l TC97 - 083 
) 
) TC9 7 •08•, 
) 

J 
I TC97-085 
l 
) TC97 ·086 
l 
l TC97·0 87 
) 
I TC97-088 



l 

2 
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1 

2 

P 8 Q C E E P I N G s 

s 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURO : Okay . We'll go ahead and g e t 

I'll beg in the hearing f or the d ockets 

~ relating to the eligi b l e telecommun ications ca r r i ers 

5 designation. The time 1s approx ima tel y 1:50. The date 

6 1s Novembe r 19 , 1997; a nd t h e location of the hearing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Cap itol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

8 lam J i m Burg, Commissio n Ch a i r man. 

9 Commissioners La sk a Schoen felder and Pam Nel s on are 

10 also p resen t. I 'm presiding o v e r this hearing. The 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

hea ring was noticed p ursuan t co the Commission's Order 

For and Notice of Hearing issued No vember 7, 1997. 

The issues a t this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

teleco mmunications company should be granted 

designation as el i gible t e lecommunications c arr i ers ; 

and, t wo, what s erv ice areas sha ll t~ e st ablished by 

the Comm iaa1 on. 

All parties have the right to be p resent and 

co be rep~ese nced by an attorney. All pe r sons so 

testi fy ing will be s worn in a nd sub j ect to 

c r oss· exam1nation by :he parties . The Commission's 

final decision may be appeal ed by the par ties t o the 

State Circuit Court and the Sea te Supre me Cou r t. 

Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 



6 

l counse l . She may pro vide recommen ded rul1ngs o n 

2 proc edura l and ev1dentiary matte r s. The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

4 the ~earing !! not o verruled, the prel1 m1nary ru lings 

S w1 become ( 1na l . 

6 At th1s time I'll turn it o vor t o Rol ayne for 

7 the hearing 

8 MS. WIEST: I'll ta ke appearan ce s o ! t he 

9 parties . 

10 

Rich, who d o you represe nt? 

MR COIT : I'm here t o day represen ting a ll o f 

:1 the SDI TC member companies , and a lso Ka doka whi c h has 

12 recently applied ! o r me~bersh1p with the coali ti o n . 

13 And Dar l a Ro gers 1s he re re pr aen c 1ng some compan1es, 

: ~ a nd I guess she c o uld indicate fo r the record which 

: s o nes she's repr esen· ~ng 

lD MS . ROGERS I ' m here repre sent ing Valley; 

: 1 St oc ~ho lm - S~r ndburg; Go !den We st, including V1v1an; 

18 and Sully Bu c~e s and Venture . 

MS WIES7 ; Could yo u r epeat those a g a in? 

2 0 Valley. Stockholm·S t ra ndbu rg , Vivian , Gol den West. 

~l MS ROGERS· Golden West, Sully Buttes and 

22 Venture . 

2 3 

2 ~ 

: s 

MS . WIEST : us West. 

~R HEAS7 0 N: Bill Heaston and Tammy W1lka 

Eo : US West Connun1 c at 1o n s . 



l 

2 

3 staff. 

7 

MS. CREMER: Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

MR . HOS ECK: Camron Hoseck , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST: We have had a request to take o ne 

s o f these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . - o any of 

6 the parties wane co make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

e Why don't y ou proceed with 0 75 then. 

9 MR. CO IT : Sure, that 's fine. I really don't 

10 have an opening statement . There are a couple of 

11 exhibits that we would like co admit . And I underst a nd 

12 there's also been some l et t ers sent to the Commission 

13 tha: we would like co admit 1nco the record as evidence 

14 on the ETC questions. And that would be Ex h1b1t Numbe r 

15 l, wh ich is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

!6 des19nation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the respon se 

17 o ! Fort Randall to a data request fr o m st a ff, dated, I 

18 believe, Octobe r lst. And the re a re t wo letters. I 

:9 don't kno w 1( we've marked chose yet. 

20 !EXHI BITS NO . 3 and 4 WERE MAPKED FOR 

21 IDENTIFICATION.I 

22 MR. COIT: There are t wo ocher e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is that 

2 ~ the letter o! Da kota or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS . MARMET: Exhibit 3 lS the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dak o ta . 

MR. COIT : So the Ex hibLt l is the letter 

!rom Robert Marmet t o the Co mmissL o n, and Ex hib1t 4 is 

4 a letl er fr om M 1 K• Brad le y t o the Commissi o n . 

s MS. WI EST : What's the date o f t hat letter, 

6 the l et t er from Brad l e y? 

7 

8 

: 0 

• . -

MR . CC t7 No vember 18th . 

MS. W! ES7 Bec ause I have o ne dated No vember 

18 l h and one t h e 19th 

MR , co;, , ·h i nlt s o. I :; thal ri g ht . 

Ex hibi t 3 •• s tha: tne 19 th ? Okay . 1 h ad a l et.t ! r 

~ha t wa s d t ed yes • • r day, b u t the o nes we h a ve ~arked 

:3 f o r adm i s si o n today . l b e l leve b o t h the letters are 

. . . ~ 

:s 

:n 

• t •-1 the :9th, ~: o v e mbe : !)t h . 

v5 ~: ES7 s. the l e tter !ro m Mr . Brad le y 1s 

MR . .:o :-:" Yes so rry abo ut tha t 

Ana ~ha t's Exh1b1l q 

d o n·~ Kn o w why they ' r e d a t e d 

":'he :ci : r . s · he ne we • re seek.ng 

aJrn . ~ s~ o n o n . : be ? .e,·e Ye s. they are 1de nt 1 c n 1 s o 

~e· r• see K.ng ~d-. ss . o r o ! the !9th l etter . 

: th i n k t hey • re not exa c t l y 

1 d •nt1c a l but we·~l g o wi t h the 19th . Cou ld l o ee the 

d o n't b e l iev e we g o t cop&es o f 



s 

1 t ha t o ne. (Pa use .) So at thi s time are you offer ing 

2 Ex hib its l. 2. 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yee , t hat's co rrect. 

MS . WIEST : l e the r e a n y o b J e ct i o n t o t ho se 

S e xh ibits b e ing admi t t ed ? If not . 1. 2, 3 and ~ have 

6 been a dmitted in TC97 - 07S. Then a t thi s time I wo uld 

7 a s k if any o[ t he pa rties h a v e any q ues t ions per t a in i ng 

8 to TC97 - 07S , includ i n g t h e Commiss ioners ? 

5 The onl y q uest i o n I woul d h ave . Ric h, i s o n 

10 the r esponse t:o the da t a request. Ex h ibi t 2 . A.nd the 

11 fi r st q ue s tion 1t ta l k s a b o ut s i ng le pa r ty s erv ice . l 

12 guess it ' s not: absolu t e l y c lear that it ' s a v a i lab le to 

13 all the custome rs the wa y t h a t the. s tatement is wr itten 

1 4 and answe r ed . 

15 MR. COI T : Oh, beca use t ey sa i d d oes t he 

16 above - r e!e r e n c ed company h a v e t h is s e r v ice. 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR . COIT: Yea h . I g u es S1 tha t is correc t. 

19 And I am not here toda y to s erve ~ s a witne ss. 

2 0 MS. WTEST : No. 

21 MR . COIT: If tha t's a conce rn that you fee l 

22 y o u need addressed, a nd I hate to s ay t h is. b u t I wa s 

23 led to b e lieve t ha t i f t here we r e some q u e s t io n s o n 

24 applicati o ns and th e re wa s net a witne s s here t o ans wer 

2S that, those questions coul d b e dealt wi t h bet ween n o w 
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and Dec ember 2nd There are witnesses here today Cor 

2 eo~e o f the o ther applicac 1ons . but there is not a 

3 w . cness here t oda y with respect t o Fort Randall's 

4 .ipp .• c: at ion. 

s MS WIEST: The only other thing ! would 

6 nuggest 1s that perhaps the Commission could jus t ha v e 

7 

8 

it cl ar i!ied by another a!!idavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BUNG: We could approve i t on the 

9 bus1s o ! that cl ar1fi c a t1on. 

1 0 MS . WI EST : A late-tiled exhibit just 

:1 cl ar1fy1n9 that since we are taking aff idav1ts Crom the 

1 2 Witnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

' . . . 
MR COIT · 1 appreciate chat option. 

MS . WlE.ST . Otherwise, are the re any ocher 

15 !UAStl o no rPlat1ng LO 0 7 5 ? 

CHAl RMAN BURG : Can we ma k e bench decisions? 

: 7 MS WIEST S ta! ! will have something too. 

16 7h,.;• ' ll ha"e t~1H.1ro ny o n all o ft.he canes Do es staf( 

l, wa n · · o g o n o w, 0 1 do y o u wa nt t o go at the very end? 

2 0 MR HOSECK: Originally we h ad planned t o go 

21 a!te: the appli c ants had . 

MS . W!ES T All the app l 1canto ? 

MR HOS ECK: Yes . And if these are treatPd 

2~ en maos o r s o mething ~111ly c l o se to that, then we 

25 wo~ !d be prepared t o put o n o ur case 1n a simila r 
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manner . 

CHAfRMAN BURG : That's fine . 

MS . WIEST : Le t · s j ust g o thro ugh them and 

then we 'll have Harlan as the wi tness . Let' s g o ba c k 

to TC9 7 -06 8 . 

TC97-068? 

Does anyo ne have ~ ny quest !ons on 

CHAI RMAN BURG: J us t a cl ar i fi c a tio n . 

da t a r eque st respo ns e is this? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . Tha l ~ ould be in :ha L 

Wha t 

10 p a c ket. 

11 MR . CO IT : Is there a c han c e tna t we could 

1 2 consider or deal wit h t hese en mass as Mr . Ho sec k has 

13 1nd1ca t ed or e u g g~uted ? 

1 4 MS. WI ES T : r·d rather not jus t bec ause on a 

1S f e w of them l ha ve a coup le q uest : ons on some o f them. 

16 MR. CO IT : Oka y. Should I go a head a nd 

17 introduce Lhe e x h1b:ts? 

18 MS WIEST: Yes. 

19 MR COIT: With re s p ect to Dock e t TC97-068 

20 there a r e t wo e x h1b1cs. Ex hibit ~o. l is t h e actual 

21 ETC request !Ll ed b y V1v1 an Telepho n e Co~pany . And 

2 2 Exh1b1L No. 2 ls the re spon s e o f V1v i a n Telepho ne 

23 Company t o a d at a request fr om Commi ss ion staff . We 

2~ would move the admisolon o ! thosP e xhibits. I d o not 

2S have t h e d a ces. I d on' t have them here with me . 
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Okay . Yeah. the date o n the Exhtb1t No, l is 6 · 1 997, 

2 and the date on ~he response t o the d a ta requeat is 

) 10-14·97. 

4 

s 

6 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: 

MS WI EST· Ok y 

6 - 9; right. not 6·19? 

6 9, e x cuse me 

I• there any obj ection t o 

7 admitting Exhibits l and 2 1n 06 8 7 l! not, they've 

II been adm1tted Again. Rich, on Exhibic 2. the first 

9 q~est:on. 1t says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughou t . 

11 cu st. o mers ? 

l gu~ss I'll assu e that means all 

... MR . CO!T : l wou ld call Con Lee . Don Lee io 

• 3 here represen· 1n9 V!vian as well a11 some o f the oth, r 

. . . 

. ~ 
' 
: 8 

omp n1es . Don L~~. do you want t o take a seat? 

DON L&&, 

ca:.ed j a witness. being !1rs t duly s wo rn, 

wa s exam:ned and teet1!1ed as Eollows: 

O:R ECT EXAMINATION 
: q fJ Y XP! CO : 7 : 

:n 

.. . 
~ . 

Co~.d yo~ re s pond to Comm1ss1o n counsel's 

A Yes :'he answer to your questi on : s. yes, it 

, o~s .~ti.catP :ha t :hey p r ov ide service priva t e line 

~h ro ughouL th~ stuay area 

MS WlEST: Singl e party to all cu at omera? 



1 It 's available t o a ll customers? 

2 

3 

A. Right. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you . 

l) 

That's the onl y 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

5 for this witness for 068? rf noc , thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhib i t land 2 . 069. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would move the admi ssion of 

a Exhibits No. l and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 or application d a t ed 6 ·9·97 and response to a staf f 

10 data request dat ed 10·1 ~ ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any objection ? If not , they've 

12 been admitted . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the dat a request up here with me f or some 

15 reason . I'm sorry about this, but 1 need t o go bac k 

16 and ask Mr. Lee about the Li fel i ne, Link Up. I chink 

17 was that covered in the data request? I'm sorry co be 

18 behind the eight ball, but l did not have that and so I 

19 need co know whe ther this company is doing Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no or whether y ou need co -· whether you 

21 intend co have that implemented by l · l ? 

22 A. You' re referring to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

2 4 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivian is 

2S what we' re doing now. 

I 



1 4 

A . Viv i an Tel ephone Company does provide 

Li feline and Link Up throughout its system with the 

excert ion of the Vi v ia n Exchange, and they anticipate 

pr ~v1 d1n9 1t 1n the Vivian Exchange by J a nuary 1. 

1998 . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: But an ticipated 

7 and doing It are t wo different things . And r think I 'm 

8 90109 t o have to be assured that you're either going to 

9 d o it or tha you' re going to ask for something from 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

12 b y that date ? 

13 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 think that's 

1 .; o ne o f the req1. rem•nts, t! I'm reading the Act right . 

15 A. Ye a h. 

CO MM !SSI O~EP SC~OEKFELOER : And I think 

17 that's 1~por tan: that we have tha t o n the reco rd . 

18 A. Ceru11n l y . Comm 1ss1on.er . The answer 1 s , yes . 

:9 :hey , re co-- .tted to prov1d 1ng it by 1 · 1 · 1998 . 

2 C0MM: SS10K£ R SCHOENFELDER : Thank you. 

21 CHAlRMAS BURG : Jus t a question, a general 

22 on e o n tha t . On th e t oll , wha t d o we c a ll 1t toll 

21 contt ol? Oo we n~~d a stat emen t o n those. coo , o r a 

requ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS w: EST · Tney did a ctually request waivers 
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in cheir original appllcation~. l 

2 MR. COIT: I was at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess, the quest ions and s o for th, I was 

4 basic lly ·- before the Commissi o n a cts on any o ! 

S these, going to restate the requesc . But if the 

6 Commission has ques tions o ! M1 . Lee wit h respec t t o 

7 ce r tain aspects o f providing it, l would -- yeah, r 

8 would suggest you g o ahead and ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No, I d on 't have a problem as 

lO long as we k now a ll o f them that's going to apply to. 

11 In other wo rd s . if it applies to every o ne of them, 

12 the n the state men t at the end sa y1 n9 it appli e s o n all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the t oll contro l, we need co k now 

!5 tnat. r doubt t f there an, any ac this time . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

r-equest 

co make 

bringing 

MR . CO IT : No , we don't . And the waiver 

.1 s included 1n all the app lications. Bue 

sure it was r uled on. I wa,s intending on 

it up again at the end. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay . Tha t 's fine Wlth 

MS. w i EST: An y other quest ions o f this 

just 

me . 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-0 7 0. 

If not , we w i 11 go to 

24 MR . CO IT : Aga in , l would move for the 

2S admission o f tvo e xhibits in TC97-070, and t ha t is che 
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1 ETC appli ca t ion or request dated 6 · 10·97 and response 

2 to staff•s da t a request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ccion? If not, Exh ibltS 

; l a nd 2 have been adm1tted. 

S w1th regard to ch1s docket? 

6 TC57•07l. 

Are there any questi o ns 

l! not, let's got.:> 

7 HR. CO IT : We would move (or the admission o f 

8 Ex h1b1ts No. land 2. request ! o r £TC status dated 

9 6 10·97 and response to data request of staff dated 

10 l0 · 9·97 

ll MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to Exhibits land 

:! noL t.hey·ve be e n adcatted. Are there any 

!3 questions regarding TC97·07 l? 

:.; ,:=,7 -07) 

l! not. we will go t o 

l 5 

. ... 

:e 

MR. co:T We would move f o r the admiss ion o ! 

l. ET~ requ~st dated 6 :1-97 and Exhibit 

~~. 2. response to st.af! da ta request dated 10·1 4 ·97 . 

MS W!ES7 : Any obJcct 1ons to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

., not, they have been adr::ittted . 

MR COl7 • would not e that Oennts Law. who 

ts the cu rrent mana ger o f Siou x Valle y Tel ephone 

~? ~~-pany. ts ava;lable ;! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ questions. 

MS. WIEST Any q ues t1 on s ? I! not, we" l l go 
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l to TC97-07 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We woul d move for the admis s ion o f 

3 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h is the ETC request dated 6·12 - 97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, respo nse co staff data request dated 

5 10 -3 1-97. 

6 MS. WI EST : Are the r e any objections? If 

7 nee . land 2 have been adm i tted. Ar e there a ny 

8 questions concern ing 07 4 ? l have the same question on 

9 this one . Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

filed. 

~ R. COI T : Wou ld an affidavit be adequa te? 

MS. WIEST : Yeah, a s far as all customers . 

MR. COIT: Okay. I wi ll make sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any questions on 07 4 ? If not. 

16 let's go t o TC97-077. 

17 MR . CO TT: We would move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC regueo t and that'o 

19 dated 6 · 13-97 . Also mo ve f o r adm ission o f Exh ibit No. 

20 2, which is a response t o data request d a ted 10 · 9 · 97 . 

21 And the re 1s also an Exhi bit No . 3 in this docket, a 

22 s u pp l eme~ tal respo nse t o staff data request . It's 

2 3 d a t ed 1 0- 28 - 97. We move the admission o f a ll th r ee 

2t, exhi bits . 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? If not, those 



l three exhibits have been admitted . 

2 questions rega r ding this docket? 

Are there any 

18 

MR. CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representi ng 

ITC today as wel l? 

MR . LEE: That's right . 

MS . WI ES7 : Okay. Let 's go to TC97-078. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve f o r the admission of 

8 Exhibit No. l, whi c h is the £TC request dated 6·13 · 97 

9 and mo ve f o r the admission o! Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1 0 respo nse t o staff data request d a ted 10·9-97. 

1 l 

12 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection to those exhibits ? 

If not, tney • ve been a.dmitted. Any questi o ns 

13 con c erning tnis d ocke t? Let's go to TC97· 0 80 . 

:~ MR . CO:T We mo ve for the admission of 

l S Exh 1b1t No. l, whi c h 1s the ETC request dated 6·16 - 97, 

1 6 and a l a o mo ve {o r ~~missi o n o f response t o staff data 

17 requ e s t Ex h1b-1t No. 2 . which is dated 10 · 1'1 · 97 . 

l 8 MS. WlE ST : Any o b 3ect1o n to Exhibits land 

l:, 2? :! not, tney • ve been adm t tted . Any questi o ns 

:. C r eg, r c . ng t h:s d oc ~e~ , 

7 CQ7 031. 

: ! no t , l et • s mo ve t o 

1-!R . C0 :7 We QOve !or the adm1~s1on o f £TC 

~3 r e q u e st da t ed 6· 16 ·9~. which 1s £xh1 b:t No l, and also 

-~ £ x h1 b1t No 2 . respo nse t o sta ff data reques t , d a ted 

2S : o- : S-97. 
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l MS . WlEST : Are t here any objections to land 

2 2? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Any questions 

3 r egarding th1s d ocket? So . Ri ch , with respect to this 

4 one, you will be asking at t h d end abo ut the waiver f or 

s the single p a rty and al l the other wa ivers; is that 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR . CO lT: ls there a wa i ver request in the 

B Stat el 1ne o n the sing le party issue ? 

9 MS . WI EST: Yes. 

10 MR . CO IT : J wasn't aware o f that. t 

1 1 unde r sto od there were some compan ies that had purchased 

1 2 U S West exc hanges that were still in the process of 

1 3 c o nverting some par ty lines. But. yes, if they need a 

14 waiver. I guess s o. I ' ll renew that request. I don't 

lS have any factua l i nfo r ma tion I c a n pro vide . I don't 

16 b e l ie v e , Mr. Lee, are yo u here repre sent i ng St a telin e ? 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

2S 

MR. LEE : r am . And in conversations with 

3tate1Lne ma n agement yes t erday, they indicated that 

they woul d li kel y need a wa i ver request unt i l Ma rch. 

Apr il time frame when t h ey can f i n i sh the construct i on 

to pro vide al l one party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in t heir appli c ation they're 

a c tua l ly asking f o r a o ne - yea r wa iver; co rrect? 

MR. LEE : But they're willing to shorten it 

up . 
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l MS. WIEST: So y o u pro ba bl y j u st n e ed a 

2 waive r until June ? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adeq uat e . 

4 MS. WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CH AIRMAN BURG: Do we need to act on the 

6 wa i vers n o w? 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do y ou want a 

1 0 

moti o n o n the wa iver now? 

~ S . WIEST: 

is that al l o f these, 

Let's talk about that. The thing 

believe, are going to also need 

ll a mo t1on o n the waivers fo r the o n e ye a r on the toll 

12 co nt ro l, and we haven't b e en doing a ny of those motions 

13 a t this t ime . 

1 ~ CHAIRMAN BURG: We have t o take each of chose 

: s s e parate mo t io n s . d o y o u think, at the end for the tol l 

16 contro l ? 

17 MS . w:E ST : Yes . If we wane to go - -

! 8 MR . COIT : We c o uld pick it up here now and 

1 9 stare d o ing waivers . That m1ght be the easiest way . 

20 CHAIRMA N BURG: If we go t to go through e a ch 

2 1 one. 

22 MR. COIT : Rule on t hem as you go through . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : Easier t h a n going b a ck. 

MS . WI EST : Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

2 5 th e wai ver until June 1st, 199 8 , concerning single 
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1 p a rty service t o a ll customers, a n d t he second wa iver 

2 on toll control f or o ne year -- o ne year from what 

3 da te, Rich? 

MR. COI T: I thi nk l woul d gues s that that 

S would be f r o m the date o f the order . 

6 MS. WIEST: Oka y. 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

8 s peaking co the coll control: co rrect? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes, toll cont r ol. 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

l 7 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

:n 

24 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : I have a question 

a s long as we're tal k ing about the wa i vers both o n toll 

cont r ol and on the single party servi c e . As long a s 

you're asking f o r ~aive rs. let's make sure i t's done 

prope r ly and that ve·re not b a c k here in t wo months 

asking for more wa ivers . 1 wo u ld h a te to go th rough 

this process, o r would n ot li ke to go through th i s 

process again. I think we need to be a ccura te when 

we're doing it. I a lso have a ques tion about what 

meets the requireme nts o f the Ac t? Ho w ~uch of a 

waiver can we give? I don 't kno w as I k now the answer 

to tha t . 

MS. WIEST: Right. The time actua l ly in the 

FCC Order 1s not specified. But it does say i n 

pa ra graph 89, 1 bel ieve, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a fi nding of excepti n na l circumstances, you can make a 
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l wa i ver for s i n gl e par t y services f o r a spe c ified p e ri od 

2 o f time . And a lso on t he t oll limit a tion the compa n y 

3 must also show e xcepcion a l ci r cums tance s ex ist and nee d 

4 for a dd i tiona l t ime co u p g rade . They should ha v e t o 

5 s h ~w ind1v1dua l h a rdship, i ndi v idua l i zed hardsh i p or 

6 inequi t y warrants a ddition a l time t o comply and t h a t 

7 would better serve the public i n te r est tha t is in 

8 strict adherence to che t ime pe r iod and 1c should 

9 e x tend only as long as the e xcep tiona l circumst a nc es 

1 0 exist . 

11 MR. CO I T: t wo u ld not e chat in the 

12 a p pl1cat1 o n s. whi l e we' ve r eques t ed a year , we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated t h a t within tha t period o f t ime we would f ile 

14 s o me Information with the Commission indicating, you 

15 kno w, when th~ cap~bility 1s available. If the 

:6 Comm1ss1on · · what we h a ve · - and Mr. Lee, I think , ca n 

: 1 answe r some questions 1n the a r ea o f toll c o nt r ol tha t 

18 : c an ' t answer . B~: we•re faced with a situation tod ay 

19 where the c a pab1 l 1t1es are ) US t not available . t f a 

2 0 year 1s too long, y o ~ know, from our pe r spec t i v e we 

21 really didn't know when it wo uld be avail a ble a nd 

22 that's why we requested a year. But i f the re's better 

2 3 1n! o rmat1on on that, maybe the time period can be 

2~ d i fferent . But right now we r eally don ' t k now when t he 

25 c apab1 l 1ty is g o ing co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be labor 

2 the point. and I kno w everyone wants to get t h r ough 

3 this , but to me it 's very imp o rtant that we do it 

~ right. And so if it means tha t we need to answe r the 

5 question when we grant these waivers a nd we se nd these, 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spe lled out why t hese co~pan ies -· at least 

B thi s is what I'm unders t anding ·· why the s e compan ie s 

9 c an't do toll cont r ol and why i t's going t o take tha t 

10 long o f a period of time to d o single party service. 

ll And sol t h ink that should be in the app lication 

12 some where, o r at least in ou r mot ion as we approve it, 

13 Lr we should have some thing o n the record t o support 

l ~ whe r e we're going. 

15 MS. WIEST: They do e xp lain the reasons in 

16 their app lication, thei r o r iginal appl ication, wit h 

17 resFe Ct to toll con trol. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOEN FE LDER : Okay . 

19 MS. Wl EST: But if there are any further 

20 questi o ns that the Commission woul d li ke to ask a t t h i s 

21 time, if you need more infor matirn o n that, we could do 

22 that now. 

23 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1 would like to 

2 ~ know ·· and thi s probab l y isn't true of all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r at least , 



l Mr . Lee, where they' re a t in deploying the technology 

2 that we need to do these t wo things and what k ind of 

3 dela ys you might expect . Be cause I don't want this t o 

10 

l l 

l 2 

13 

H 

1S 

l 7 

not go fo rward the way tha t it's been perceived t hat it 

should go f or ward. 

MR, LEE : Sure. Okay . I might respond to 

that 1n general; and then 1! there ar~ speci f ic 

questions, l 'd be happy to d o that . But the issue of 

toll l1m1t a t1on. which I believe under the FCC's 

description !dent 1! ies a toll restriction and a toll 

control, and the iosue at h a nd is in the toll cont r ol, 

which my unders:and1ng 1s to indicate that the end uae r 

subscriber is to be able to control the amount o f i ts 

monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically 

ki c ks tn and disallows access to the long distance 

neL wo rk . 7o my knowledge, there 10 no switch vendor in 

the United States t o day who provides that c apabi l ity 

18 w1th-n :cs s witch. ! know tha t the vendors are wo rking 

19 on 1t . : could not s:L here with a clear consc ience 

20 and indicate thaL on X date t hat I would expect it will 

:n oe ava1 lable Given my honest opinion. I would doubt 

~2 Lhat it's ava ilable t o the general popul ati o n w1ch1n a 

23 year's time period . And the rein 1s the reason I 

24 believe tha t SD!TC membe rs ask for the one - yea r period 

25 because we d on't anticipate it being available. 
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The second or a lternat ive to that is a 

soft wa re provisioning of toll cont r ol. And, again, to 

3 my k nowledge, there is no interface between a s oftware 

~ syst em and a o wi t ch that has that c apability . 

~ Primarily because it would ta ke real time rating of a 

6 customer's usage; and because t he customer control 

7 s witch interexchange c a rrier i t's choosing. there are a 

a myriad of o p tiona l c a ll plans and ra te structures that 

9 would be applied. And, to my k nowledge, there just is 

10 no :echnology. nor software, ava i lable to r a rry ou t 

11 that program. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it's not permi ssive, one o r the 

1~ ocher. You really co n9cd to do a ll of the obove. 

15 

16 

l., 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

25 

MR. LEE: It includes both. that · s correct. 

CO MM lSSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe some 

compani es have asked the FCC f or cla rifi cation, tha t 

sort of thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better inf o rmation tha n I do that that decision has not 

been handed d o wn by tne FCC . 

MR . LEE: A. I doubt I have better 

1nfo rmat icn; and. B. I agree it has not be e n handed 

down, co my knowledge. There is that cla r ifica tion 

procedure request in front of the FCC. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : To my knowledge. everybody 

2 can o fter t oll limitation; right , from wha t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR . LEE : l" m going to define as toll 

S restricti o n. 1! I c an, instead o f toll lim1tc11tion . yea. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean. Everybody can offe r that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge, that"s a true 

9 statement: . 

10 CHAl ~MA N BURG: And I guess my position is to 

11 me, the oc her ·· l really don•t see, you kno w, since 

:2 you sa1d tt's not available, l can't see them implying 

ll 1t o r even putting it 1nco here. I think 1t satisfies 

1 4 a ll o f ou r needs . have no problem giving che full 

lS year o r o re as l o ng as 1 t gets chrough FCC. whi c h at 

thla t1Me :t appears it should. So I d o n't see this 

: 7 p o .n: to me 1n mak1n9 it a shorter limit because 

l8 ~on· t lh1r.k it w1ll :nterfere w1th the £1C 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

e stabl1ohment. 

MR . L-EE : : woul d agree with that and then 

wou ld poi nt out in the appl1caciona the companies ha ve 

1nd1 c a ted tha t they wil l investigate and will wo rk with 

t h e i r s witch vendo rs s o tha t when 1t does beco me 

ava il ab l e. they're willing t o implement it . I think 

tha t the telephone compan ies feel tha t once it becomes 



27 

1 available, it is i n the pub li~ i nteres t and wo u l d be 

2 very support i ve o f t ha t co ncept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With t ha t I'l l move that we 

4 g ran t the o ne - year wa i ver on to ll -· what is it 

s c a lled ? Tol l limit a tion ? To l l con t r ol? 

6 COMMl SSJONER NELSON: I' d second . 

7 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I'm going to 

a concur ~ 1th tha t as long a s the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some formal w~y to limit toll f o r 

10 t hese customers just so that everybody u ndersta nds the 

11 mot ion. 

l 2 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHl\lRMAN BURG: l think in eve r y app licat ion 

you agreed that you c an do toll restric tio n -

MR . LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: if I remember reading the 

app lications . a n d tha t to me is satisfactory. 

MR. LEE : Thank y ou. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Do y o u want them as a 

19 se1 Jrate motion ? Okay . 

20 we need on this one ? 

I' 11 also move -- which one do 

21 MS. WIEST : The single party serv ice unt il 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll , ove that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-081 in t he single part y requ i rement 

2S unt 1 l June l. 1998. 
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COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques tions in 08 1 ? Do 

~ you wan t t o 90 back now? 

5 CHAIRMA1' BURG : It m19ht be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get ~hese o thers . 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: 

MS WIEST : 

Whatever. 

We'l l go back t o 068, and the 

9 ~ot ion 1n 06a w: 11 be f o r the o ne - year waiver on tol l 

10 con r ol. 

l : CHAIRMAN BURG . I'll move that we grant the 

1: wa!v~r o ~ t oll con trol 1n TC97 •075 

! ) CO MM tss: NER ~ELSON , i~d second . 

COMM. SS:O~ER SCHOE~FE L~ER. Co::cu r . 

:-IS W!ES":" Of 8. 

CHA:RMAS SURG r ·11 move we arant the t ol l 

!7 

. :-. :. il :.!or. . 

. . ~s w: £s7 7 .: cont r ol : ·~ so ~~y, we have 

: ·1: move we grant the waiver 

-~ t o r ~o?? cont~ol 1n 7 C~7-0 68 

COMM: SS I OSER NELSON: Seconded . 
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CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Fo r one yea r ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Y~s. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAl RMAN BURG: I'll kee p mak ing them. 

2 9 

I 11 

6 mov e we g rant t he t ol l contro l wa i ver in TC97-069 f or 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Se conded . 

COMM I SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 70. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve t hat we g r a n t o ll 

1 2 control i n TC9 7 •0 7 0 f o r o ne y e a r , the wa i ver f o r one 

l 3 y e ar . 

1 4 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Se con d it . 

1S COMMISS I ONE R SCHOEN FELDER : Concur . 

16 

17 

18 cont r ol . 

19 one year . 

MS. WlEST : 17 1 . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r a nt t o ll 

the wa ive r f or toll con t r o l , in TC97-07l f o r 

20 CO MM ISS l ONER HELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER . Concu r . 

22 MS. WIEST : 071. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mo ve we grant t he wa iver 

2 4 fo r toll conLrol in TC97 · 073 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conde d . 
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1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n c ur . 

2 MS . WlEST : 0 7 4 . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1' 1 1 mo ve we grant the waive r 

~ f o r to ll con t r ol in TC97-07 4 fo r o n e year . 

5 COMM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM LSS l ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncu r . 

7 

8 

MS . WlEST • 0 7 7. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the wai ver 

9 f o r toll contro l 1n TC97 -0 7 7 f o r o ne yea r . 

10 CO MM I SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOEN FELDE R: Co nc ur . 

MS. W1EST : 078. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I 'll mo ve we gro nc che wa i ver 

l ~ £o r toll control in TC97•07 8 f o r o ne year . 

!5 COMM! SS!ONE R NELSON: Second e d . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con cu r . 

: 1 MS . WIES T : 080. 

18 CHA: RMAS BURG: An d I 'll move we g r ant t he 

19 waiver f o r coll cont r o l 1n TC97 ·0 SO f o r o n e year . 

20 CO MM ISS : ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co n cu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: We d 1d 81: right, and we are 

23 d o ne w~th 81 . 

MS WI EST: Any fur t her question s o n 08 1 ? 

25 083, TC97 ·08J . 
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MR . COI T: We wo uld move fot the admissi o n of 

the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6 · 17 ·97 , and 

Exh ibi t No. 2, the response to sta f f data request which 

1s dated 10-8 - 97. 

MS. W1EST: Any o b j ection ? If not, land 2 

have been admitted. Any questions r egarding 083? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1•11 move we grant the t oll , 

the wa iver f o r toll contro l in TC97·083 f o r on e year. 

COMM ISSJONER NELSON: 3econded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 · 08 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admission of the 

ETC request dated 6·17 - 97, which is ma rked Exhi b it No. 

l, and we mo ve f o r che admloeion of Exhibic No. 2, the 

:s r e spons e t o sta ff data request dated 10·8 - 97. 

! 6 MS. WlES7 : Are there any objectio ns? If 

17 not . they've been adm itted . 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' l move we grant the waiver 

19 for cell cont r ol 1n TC97·0 84 for one year. 

20 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does t h is have a singl e party question on this o ne? 

2 3 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their o r iginal 

24 appl icat ion that they are o ffering s i ngle party service 

25 co all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a stick y on 

l t . So r ry. J a mes Va ll e y; right? 

MS. WIEST: 1 beli e ve in their ·· o ka y. 

Yeah. th t waa Bob's queat1on . And the reason he had 

S the question 18 1t was actua lly in the origina l 

6 appl1cat:on. So.! you look at the or1g1nal 

7 application on page t wo, under question number three, 

B they do state that they provide single p a rty service to 

9 all consumers in the i r aerv1ce are a . Number ! our down 

10 on that 11st. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOEN FELDER : Ok ay . 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Than k y ou. Oka y . Let's go to 

13 TC97-085 

' .. 
16 2. 

. ., 

MR . CO IT We move fo r a dmitting of Ex hibi t 

the E7~ request. dated b-:7-97. and Ex h1b.t No. 

r•sponse to staf f data request dated 10 10 97. 

!-!S w:EST An)' obJ ecttona? : f not, ther· e 

18 b~en admitted : have the s a me question here w1·h 

l~ respect t o ques : : on r.u~ber one 

20 MR CO!T Mr Bent o n 1s ava1lab:e to respond 

to quest1ons. : belie~·e :s this Heartland ? R19ht? 

22 Or , Don. can yo u r espond t o any quea t 1ons? 

MR :.EE Mark has asked me to respond o n h1a 

2 4 behalf, wh1ch will be Heartland Commun1cat1ons, and 

25 they are o : !er1n5 j.l single. 
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1",S. WI EST : Single party was offered to all 

Any othe r questions concern ing this 

3 docket? 

4 

rs there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant the 

5 waiver for toll control to TC97 -089 for one ye a r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second :.t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: 085 , 1 believe . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -086. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the admiss ion o f ETC 

l? request, Exhibit No. 1. dat e d 6-17-97 , and r esponse to 

13 staff data requ~sts, Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is dated 

1 4 10- 1 0- 97 . 

: 5 MS. W[EST: Any objecti o ns ? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. 

17 chat . Mr. Lee? 

Same question, c an you answer 

l 8 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MR. LEE: I'm sorry, t d o n' t have the 

assoc· ated companies with the e xhibit numbers . 

company are we referring to? 

MR . COIT: M1dstate. 

Which 

MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly a ll p r ivate line 

services. 

MR . COIT: Single party; co rrect? 

~. WlEST: Single parly to a ll customer s ? 
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J docket ? 

MR . LEE . Correct . 

HS . WIEST : Any other questions in this 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

s control wa1ver in TC97 ·086 ( o r one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: r ·d second it . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOSNtELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. TC97·087. 

MR . CO IT : We mo ve for the adm1ss1 o n of 

10 Ex n1b1 t :~o. 1. £TC request, dated 6 - 17-97, and Exh1bit 

11 No 2. r•spo nse to staf! data reques t, dated 10· 16 · 97. 

MS . WIEST: Any o b J ect1ons ? 1( not, £xh1b1ts 12 

! 3 · a nd 2 hav e been ac~1tt~d . 

. . -~ CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 mo ve we grant t oll 

:5 ccnt : ol wa~ver 1n 7 CS7•0 87 f o r one year . 

: 6 

l 7 

20 

~ : we •• 

23 !1ne. 

COM~! SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second 1 t. 

COMM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

~s w: Es -:- · Again, I'd have a q u es t 10n on 

MR CO :-: ~1 . Le• is repr e sen ting aalt:c as 

MP t.EE aa !t 1c is cu rrently a ll private 

I ·r.i e o :q· . single party . I should use the right 

2, · err.i, s1n9le par ty serv1ce . 

:s MS w: EST 7 o all c ustomers? 
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MR. LEE: Corre ct. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of 

4 Ex hibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6·1 7-97, and response 

5 to staff data request, wh ich is Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

6 dated 10 ·1 7 - 97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any objections? ! f not, Exhibits 

e l and 2 have bee n a dmitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we g ra nt a waiver 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 88 f or one year . 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Ca n you answe r my q ues tion 

Mr, Lee? 

:-IR . LEE: Compan }' name, please ? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Current l y ie all slngle party 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WI EST : TC97·089. 

MR . CO I T: We move for the admission of 

o n 

22 Exhibit No. 1. which is t he ETC request dated 6 -17•97 , 

23 and the admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which is a r e sponse 

2 4 to staff data request, dated 1 0·21· 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted. Same q uestion. 

2 MR. COIT: I d on't believe that Mr . Lee is 

3 here representlng Western today. What did they say in 

~ the response ? 

5 MS. WlEST: The y s a id Western Telephone 

6 o ffers single p a rty ser vice. My quest ion 1s d o they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COI T : Well 

9 

10 

MS. WTEST: Can you do a late-filed on t hat ? 

MR . COIT: We c a n do an a ffidavit on that 

1 1 one. l guess. 

12 CHAIR MA N BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waive r 

13 on toll control f or TC97-089 !or one year. 

1 1 COMMISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second 1c. 

15 C0MM 1SSIOK£R SCHOENFELDER: ~oncur. 

16 MS. WIE ST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for th~ admiss ion of 

18 Exh1b1t ~o. l, which 1s the ETC r • quest dated 6 - 17-97, 

19 and Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the response to staff data 

:o :equest dated 10 2 4 - 97. 

2! MS. WIEST : Any obJ ection? I( not, they've 

22 been admitted . Any quest.one concerning chis docket? 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we grant a 

24 wa1~er on toll cont r o: 1n TC97-090 f or one year . 

25 CO~MISSl O~ER NELSON: l' d second 1t . 
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COMMISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·092 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission o f 

37 

4 Ex hibi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the 

6 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, wh ich is the response t o 

7 staf f data request dated 10-10-97. And J woul d note 

8 that Mr . Rod Baue r is here to r espond to any questions 

9 that the Commissioners or staff may have concern1ng 

10 their request. 

11 

12 docket? 

13 

1 4 

MS. WIEST: Any questions conce rn i ng this 

If not, do you have a mo tion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I' m sorry , t d i d not . I will 

;5 admit Exhibi t Numbe rs 1 and 2. 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move that we gran t a 

17 waive r on toll con tro l in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR. CO IT: We would move f o r the adm ission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which !S the ETC request of J efferson 

23 Telephone :ompany, dated 6-18-97, and mov e also f or the 

2~ admission of Exhibit No. 2. response to s t af f datd 

2S request, which is dated 10-10- 97. And I would note 
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l that Hr. Dick Co nnors 1s av a il ab l e to a ns wer any 

2 questions conce r n i ng the Je fferson request. 

3 MS . WIEST : Any objection to the e xhibits? 

lf n o t, they've been admitted . 

5 concerning :his d ocket ? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r t ol l con trol 1n TC97 - 093 fo r one year . 

COMMI SSlONER NELSOK: I'd second 1.t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 09 4 . 

MR . COIT· We 'd mov~ for the admission of 

12 Exhibit No. 1, wh:ch 1s the ETC request d a ced 6-19-97, 

' . . ~ 
. . ... 
. s 

and ~o ve ! o r the adrn.as1on o! Exhibit No . 2, which 1s 

:.he r~spo nsc c o data request d ted 10 -1s 97. 

MS. w:ES7 : Any o b J e ct 1on to Ex hibits 1 and 

16 2? I! not. those exhibits h a ve been admitted . Do you 

17 have any w1tnetses ' r this one? 

MR. COI T : Mr . Lee 1s available f or both 

1 9 Sull y Buttes and Venture 

20 

, . . . 

23 

MS. W'.£S7 us:. had a question, I guess, 

conc~ rn1n9 single par ty s ervice be c ause in ch1s one it 

d o e s s ay shou:d !ac.::::es not all o w 1mmcd1ate single 

party service, Sul!y Buttes may offer multi-party 

servi c e until the !acil1 t1es a re restored or i nstalled 

25 t o a llow f o r s1ng!e party service. Has that occurred 
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l i n the p a st? 

2 A . Currentl y Sully Buttes Te le pho n e h a s no 

3 mult1 -l ine. The fact i s al l s ~ngl e par t y se rvice. I 

q think t hey added t h at langu a ge such tha t 1£ the r e we re 

s a disaster tha t th ey had to r espond to, th ey want ed t o 

6 reserve the righ t to o f fe r party l ine und e r the 

7 emergency b a sis only. But they ha v e f or a numbe r of 

8 yea r s b e en a l l singl e pa r t y service. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any othe r q u e stions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll mov e we g r ant a waiver 

11 on coll control fo r TC97 -09 4 f o r one y e ar . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d seco nd it . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

l 'i concur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

MR. COI T: We woul d move f or the a d mi s sio n o f 

17 E re . Ex h1b1t No. l, dated 6 -1 9-97, and admission o f 

18 £xh1b1t No. 2, response to data r e ques t dated 

19 10-15-97. ! woul d point ou t that l bel i eve tha t t h e r e 

20 m1ght be an is su e with respec t to single pa r ty se r v~ce 

21 wa1v, r in this case as well. 

22 

23 

2 'l 

MS. WIEST: Right . At t his time a r e t here 

any objections t o Ex hibit l a nd 2 7 If not, t h ey' ve 

been admitted . Yes. And it would appea r they woul d 

25 need a wa iver. And my question fr appare n tl y t h ey 



l have three multi - party customers and they plan to 

2 install single pa r ty service during the 1988 

3 construc ti o n season. So I guess my question is 

~o 

4 apparently they haven't asked for a waive r. Are you 

S doing so at th~s t ime ? 

6 MR. CO!T: Yes, we wou ld on the1r behalf. 

7 And I th i nk Mr . Lee wou ld be able to respond to 

B quescions on chat. ! assume so anyway. 

9 MR . LEE: Sure. But that wo uld be corr ect, 

10 we do need a wa iver. The same June l date would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : June 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

l .; 

1S 

1n s1 ng l~ party se r vice to June l, 1998, in TC97-095. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Su re, I · 11 

17 concu :-. 

:a CHAlRMAt; BURG : And I'll a lso move that we 

19 grant a wa iver !or toll control on TC97 -0 9S for one 

20 year 

21 COMMl SS!ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

22 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

23 MS. WlEST: TC97-096. 

2 4 MR . COIT: I move for the admissi o n of ETC 

2 5 request, Exhibit Ne. l , dated 6·19-97, and move fo r the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, res p o nse to d ata request 

2 dated 1 0·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning th is d oc ket? 

5 CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we g r ant a wa iver 

6 on toll control 1n TC97 -0 96 for one year. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

H 

15 

16 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur. 

MS . WTEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admiss ion of 

Exhibit No . 1, ETC r equest, dated 6·19 - 97, and Exhibit 

No. 2, response to data request d a ted 10· 10-97. 

MS. WI EST: Any objections? I! not, they'\' e 

been adm1tted. Does anybo dy have any que st i ons 

concerning this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll control in TC97 -0 97 fo r one year 

COMMISSIONER '.IE LSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WlEST: TC97•098 . 

21 MR . COIT: We move for the admiss1on of ETC 

22 reques t dated 6-19-97, ~h ich is marked Exhibit No. 1. 

23 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

24 to data reque9t dated 10-14 ·97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any Ob)eCtion to Exh1bits l and 
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1 2? I( not, they've been admitt ed. Are there any 

2 que s t ions concern ing this docket ? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAI RMAN BORC: I'll move that we grant a 

-4i ve r !or toll control in TC97-098 for o n e year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 099. 

MR . COIT • w~ move for the admission o ! 

9 Exh ibit No. l , whi c h 1s th e ETC dated 6·19·9 7 , and 

10 adm1ss1 o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, wh1ch is the respons e co 

1 l da:a request dated 10· 9-97 . 

l 2 MS . WIES":' : Any o b J ect :on? I! noc, they've 

1 3 been admitted . ! have the same questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi o n 1s dJ we h ave single party service, and 

15 the answer 1s yes ? 

l6 MR . CO :T : Mr . Lee . are you here f o r Roberts 

! 7 Cou n t y o r n o t ? 

l& MR . ~EE : s o . 

Then we probably need t o handle : C. 

~ A I ~hat. 

MR . C0 :7 

su ppo se . by the a ~f1dav1t . 

2! MS . WI ES T : Oka y . 

22 MR . LEE : R: c h, a re we ta lking a b o u t Roberts 

23 Cocn 1..y o r 

2 4 MR . CO!T : Ro berts County. 

: s MR. LEE : I kno w fr om anothe r source othe r 
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1 than this that as manager of ~he South Dakota 

2 Association of Telephone Co - ops a nd the daily r equests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, in !act. prov i de all 

4 single party service thr o ughout Roberts Coun·y Co-op, 

s 1! that will suffice f or your 1nformat1on here. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST : ta t hat sufficient ? 

MS . CREMER : That's suf!1c1ent. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. 

CHAtRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

10 ! o r t o ll control in TC97 -0 99 f o r one year. 

11 

12 

t 3 

.. -~ 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1.t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDE R: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 · 100 . 

MR CO IT: We ~o ve ! o r the admissi o n of 

:s Exh1b1 t ~o. 1 , whi c h is the ETC reques· dated 6·19 · 97, 

: 6 and adm 1s s 1on o f Exhibit No 2. reapo nse t o data 

: 1 rrque s t dated 10·9· 97 

! 8 ~S. WIEST Any obJect1on ? If not, they've 

19 b en admitted. Same questi o n on thi s o ne. 

2 0 M? . LEE : I d on't kno w the ans wer . 

2: MR CO I7 : 7nere 16 •• Mr . Lee 1s not here 

2 2 r e presenting RC co~mun1cat1 o ns today, so I suspect 

23 we' ll have t o deal Wlt h t hat with a lace - filed exhibit 

2~ if that's okay . 

MS . WI EST · Okay . 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 for toll control 1n TC97 · 100 f o r one year . 

3 

4 

5 

6 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97· l 01. 

MR . COlT. We move for the admission of 

7 Exh1bit No. l. which 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19·97 , 

8 and Exh ibit No . 2, r e spons e to staff data request dat ed 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

l 3 

. . ... 
l 5 

l6 

10 14 · 97. 

MS. WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n? If not, they' ve 

been admitted Any questions con c ern ing th1s doc ket ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt waiver for 

t ol l cont ~ol 1n 7 C9 7 to : f o r one yea r . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t. 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MR. CO IT • We mo ve f o r ·he a dm1ss1on of 

l& Exhibit Ko 1 . wn: ch 1s Lhe ETC dated 6 - :9 -97 , and 

:~ £ x n:b1: No. 2. wh: ch 1s a respo nse to da t a r equest 

21 MS . WtES7 Any obJect1ons? !! not, : and 2 

22 have been ad~:tted Any q uestio ns concerning this 

:.'3 doc,un? 

CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control 1n TC97 · , 0 2 for one year . 
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2 

3 

COMMI SSIONER NE~SON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-10S. 

4 S 

4 MR. COIT: We move for t he admission of ETC 

5 request, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-19-97, and admission o f 

6 Exhibit No. 4, respons e to data request da ted 10-14 ·97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , Ex hib1.ts 

B l and 2 have been ad mitt e d. Any questions concern ing 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

:1 for toll cont r o l i n TC97-105 for o ne year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secc nd it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD£ Concur. 

14 MS. WIEST: TC97- l 08. 

1S MR. CO lT : We move f o r the admi ssion of ETC 

16 request, Exhibit No . l. dated 6-23·57, and the 

17 admission of Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

lB request oated 1 0·1 4 ·97 . 

19 MS. WlEST: Any objection? lf not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been admitted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr. Lee, ans wer that one? Is that single party service 

22 available for 

MR . COIT: For Faith. 

MR. LEE: I do no t represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COI T : We would request permission to 

I , 
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l pr o vide that via affidavit. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll cont r ol in TC97·l08 for on e year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMM lSSIONEN SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97·113. 

MR . COIT: we move fo r the admissi on of 

9 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6·2S · 97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2, response to data request o dated 10·9-97. 

11 MS . WI EST : Any obJe.:tion? If not , they• ve 

12 been admitted . I have the same quest i o n o n this o ne. 

13 

1 5 

: 6 

! 7 

18 

MR. CO IT : This is Armour . 

respo nd to you r questi on. 

Bi l l Haugen c:an 

MR. HA UGEN : Yes, I can ans wer that . 

BI LL BAOGBN, J R ., 

c a lled a s a w1tness, be i ng !1rst duly s wo rn, 

was exnmi ned and test1 f1ed a s ! o !lo ws: 

EXAMINATION 

C oc 

: ~ yo1,; c -:- =~ n t !; ;:-r ,..•.- .:J#> •:ng! f! p•:-=y ae : \·~ce :.o at: o! 
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1 Tel ephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

It has been since the 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

14 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST: Are there any othe rs questions of 

chis witness? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J"ll move we grant a wa ive r 

for toll control in TC97 -113 for one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELOPR: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

request o f the Bridge water - Canistota Telephone Company, 

wh ich is dated 6-2S·97 , chat·s Exhibit No. 1. And also 

move for the admission of Exh ibi t No. 2, which is 

response to data requests of staff dated 10- 9-97. And 

Mr . llaugen ls here as well co respond c o any questions 

in this docket. 

MS. WIEST: First o f a ll, any objection co 

Ex h i bits land 2? If not, they' ve been admi tted . And 

19 I woul d a s k the same question. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

21 avai l able co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridge wa ter - Canistota Ex changes. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

24 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a waiver 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

for coll conc r ol in TC97· 114 f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I • d second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WJ EST: TC97• 1 1S. 

MR. COIT: we would move che admission of 

6 Exhib1c No. l. the ETC requesc of Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6· 25-97 , and Exh ibit No. 2, r esponse to 

8 data request which 1s dated 10·9 · 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WI EST : Any obJeccio n? I f not, Exh ibi t s 

l and 2 have been admitted. And I would ask the same 

11 question in this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : S1ngle party service 1s 

13 available to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

Company se1v1cc area. Hart!ord and Wall Lake Ex cha nge&, 

: s again. has been since lace seventies. 

MS. W! EST: 

17 o! Lhis witness? 

Thank you. Any other questions 

l 6 CH;.I RMA\I: BURG• I 'll move we giant a wa1ve r 

lS ~o r t 11 rea::.r1 ct : on : n 7C9 7- ll 5 ! o r o ne yedr 

20 COMM!SS: O\l:EP SE ~SON: : • d second 1:; 

21 CO MM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur 

MS " :ES7 7hanit you TC97·117 . 

•~ ~o ve ! o~ the ad~tas: no! 

2~ No. :. resp rs e : o ca::.a request dated 10 l -. -97. 
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l MS . wr EST : Any o b J e ction? If not . Ex hibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted . Any questions concerning 

3 this docke t ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we g ra nt a waive r 

S f o r toll contro l i n TC97 - ll7 fo r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it, 

7 COMM TSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : TC97 - 121. 

MR . COIT: We mo v e for the admission of 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kado ka, dated 7 - 3-97, 

11 and the a dm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, respo n ~e t o data 

12 requests dated lQ - 28 - 97. 

13 

14 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objections t o Exhib i ts land 

If not, they' v e been adm i tted . Any questions 

15 con c erning t his doc ke t? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a wai ver 

17 f or toll o ntro l in TC 97- l2l f o r one year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1' 11 sec o nd i t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con c ur . 

2 0 MS. WIEST: TC97· 125. 

21 MR. COI T : ~e'd move for the ad~ission o f ETC 

22 request, Exh ibit No . l, dated 7 -7·97 , and Ex h i bit No. 

23 2, response t o data request o f st a f f. wh ich is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

2 5 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec t ion to Exhib i ts l and 
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l ') If not, they've been a dr.iitted . Any questions 

2 conce rn ing this docket ? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll cont r ol in TC97-l25 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-130 . 

MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l. the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. 2, the response t o data reques t dated 

11 

1 2 

10- 14 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b jection to Exh ibits land 

13 2? !! not. t hey've been admict<!d. Any questions 

:s 

16 

17 

:a 

l 9 

:r 

conce rning this d ocket ? 

CHAlRMA r.: BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a wa i ver 

for toll contro l 1n TC97 · 130 for one year. 

COMMI SS I ONER i.:ELSON: I would seco nd tt . 

COMM! SS : ONER SCHOEi.:FELOER: Conc\.r 

MS . W:ES7 TC97• l31 . 

MR CO !T We wou!d mo ve the adm ! s&1 o n o ! ET 

:-equest Ex h1b1~ No . L ..-n 1ch is dated 7-10-97, and 

., -. r••?ons~ to data requ est dated 10- 14 - 97 . 

MS W! EST. Any o b J e c t1 o n t o Exhibits l and 

Any questions 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

2 for to l l cont r ol i n TC97-1 31 f o r o ne year . 

3 COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Co ncu r . 

s 

6 

MS. WIEST: TC97·154 . 

MR. CO IT: We woul d move into the record 

7 Ex hibit No. l , t he ETC request, dared 9-10-97 , and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2 , the response to da t a r eques t dated 

9 10-16-97. 

1 0 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ection to Exh ibi t 1 and 

11 2? If not, t h e y have been admitted. Le t 's see, o n 

12 this o ne this wa s o ne of a cou ple t hat no time period 

13 w~s request ed f o r the wa i ver . r a ssume y o u still want 

14 the o ne year? 

15 MR. CO I T: Mr . Barfield is here . He coul d 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

r espond. 

River. 

He's Mr . Bob Ba rf ield, manage r !or West 

MS. WIEST: They request a wa iver bu t this i s 

one o f the few on es thcit didn't ask f or o ne year , as 

fa r as l c an see , o r any time per iod . So I was 

wondering i f there was any diff e rr.nt time per iod tha t 

wa s being req uested. 

808 BARFI ELD, 

called as a witness, being f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was exam i ned and testified a s foll o ws: 
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EXAMINATION 

MR. BARFIELD: In response to your quest ion , 

3 since the vendor d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this time t o provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask f or a ce rtain time period on the waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we will need a time period. 

MR. COI T : Would y ou be will i ng to a ccep t t he 

8 o ne - year time peri o d that is being g ra nted to other 

9 companies? 

10 

1 l 

MR . BARFIELD: We sure wo uld. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And l think the thought 

12 behind it 1a 1f ·here still 1an't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d be renewed o r we'd request. With that , I'll mov,: 

: , ~hat we grant a wa i ver f o r t oll control in TC97 - 15 4 f o r 

, s one year 

l 6 

!& 

I ~ 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l would second 1t . 

COMM lSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

MS •ll EST Let's go t o TC97· 15S . 

MR . CO !T : We wo uld request admission o f 

Exhibit So l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge 

21 Te!eco mmun1cat1 o ns. which 1s dated 9·10·97, and also 

22 Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to data request 

~3 dated 10· 16 · 97 . 

MS WIEST: Any o b J e ct i o n ? If not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And I would have the same 
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l question with r espect to the l e ngth of the wa i ver . 

2 MP . BARFIELD : And the respo nse woul d be the 

3 same. We would ask f or a year on the wai ver . 

4 MS. WIEST: Than k you . Any other quest ions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wi th that 1'11 move that we 

6 gr an t a wa iver on t oll cont r ol in TC97-155 f o r o ne 

7 year. 

8 

9 

1 0 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

ll TC97·167. 

12 MR . COIT: r woul d j ust note that Thre~ River 

13 Te l co is not an SDITC membe r company. so I 'm not really 

1 4 here today co represent Th ree Ri v e r Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body i s here? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we hav e a ny questions on 

17 1 t , o r d o we have to have representation? 

1 8 

19 

2 0 b o dy, 

21 

MS. WIEST : So mebody needs to move i t 1n . 

MR . COIT : We ll , i f you're look 1ng f o r a 

guess I can serve as the body . 

MS . CREMER: Otherwise. I can move to admit 

2 2 t he t wo exhibits, Numbe r l, 1 0 -10-97, the request f o r 

23 ETC. and 11-7 - 97, the amended - - o h. I'm sorry, that's 

2 ~ U S West. Let me try that ag a i n . 10-16 of '97 1s t he 

2 5 request and 11-13-97 1s the amended request, and I 



1 would as k that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WI EST : Any obj e c ti on? I f not, they've 

3 been admitt ed . Are the r e any q ues t ions conc e r ning th is 

4 docket? I would note that t h e i r appl1cat1on doe s 

S request a wa1ver for one pe r 1od f or toll control. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: The r e is n 't a question on the 

7 single party l 1.ne, i:hough, i s there? 

8 

9 

10 

! ? 

l:.? 

1 3 

MS WIEST: No. 

CHAIPMAN BURG: I'll ~ove we grant a wa iver 

f o r toll control .n TC97 · 1 67 fo r one yea r . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : At this t i.me d id y ou wa nt to go 

LOU S W•at, o r 10 Horl a n going to speak to these 

:s d oc,:ets? 

1 6 

l 7 

:e 

~. 
' . 

MS CREMER , 

MS. WIEST· 

We'll f1n1sh up these (11st. 

Okay . 

ISTAFF·S EXH!B!T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!0£N7:F! CA7: 0 t-: 

HAR LAN BEST, 

called as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

was exa~1ned and test1!1ed as follows: 

~3 DIRECT EXAMJSATIQN 

2 q I BY MR. HOSECK: 

~ Would you s t ate you r na me for the recor d, 
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1 please . 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 Q. A.nd wh at is you r job? 

.; A. . I am deput y d irecto r o f f1xed ut1l1ti e s f o r 

5 the Pu blic Ut1lit1es Commission . Sout h Dakota. 

6 o. And have you betn present ln the hearing r oo 

7 this afternoon f o r the hear ng o n these a pplications? 

B A . Yes . 

9 O. And have you ha d the o ppo rtun ity t o review 

10 the c ap tion 1n the notice o f chis hearing which lis ts 

11 che c ases wh ich a r e b efore the Commission on this date? 

12 

1) 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y ou f a mili ar with the app lica tions in 

1~ each o f these cases? 

: s 

16 

A. . 

o. 

Yes . 

As a part o( your job, have y ou revie~ ed 

17 thos e applicati o ns? 

l8 

19 

2 0 

2 1 

22 

A. . 

o. 

Ye s, I have . 

You hav e befo r e y ou an exh i bit numbered 

Sta!f' s No. l; 1s that co rrect ? 

A. Yes . 

o . And is that an e x h i bit tha t yo u prepared i n 

2) the cou rse of you r duties? 

2 4 A. Ye s, it 1.s . 

25 O . Just brie f ly explain to the Commissio n, 
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1 please. what that exh1bit entails . 

2 A. What I have done on this exhib1t is a c r oss 

l the t op is listed each of the companies requesting 

4 el191ble telecommun1cat1ons c arr i er status, the 

S associated docket number. and •he staff counsel tha t 1s 

6 ass1gned to the respective doc kets . Down the s~de. t he 

1 le ! t-hand side, 1s the requirements that are set for t h 

8 for £TC status. Populated within the columns is the 

9 rPsponscs that the respective companies ga v e within 

1 0 :hei r exh1b1ts land Exhibit 2 that have been adm1tt e d 

11 into the re co rd . 

1. And are there any changes or corrections to 

:l thts exhibit that you would l1ke to make at th10 time? 

1 ~ A. On e th,t I a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

:s Telephone. Docket TC91-068, under the Lifeline and Link 

:6 Up 1t shows :hat it will be available 1·1·91 . It 

11 should be 1·1-98 !'m not a ware of any o ther 

:A correc t1 o no . 

MR. H0SEC 1" · Okay . At this point 1n c1me I 

20 would move Sta!f's £xh1b1L No . l into evidence. This 

:1 1s int ended as testimony for a ll of the dockets en mass 

:2 with the e xception o! US West . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: U S West 1s on 

24 here though. 

ZS MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: la t here a ny ob) e ction? 1 

2 MR . COI T : My commen t would be that I just 

3 r eceived this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

4 through co make sure this i s all a ccurate. I guess 1 

S can take Mr . Best's wo r d that it is accu rate and I'll 

6 h a ve to do chat, I guess. Other than that, l don't 

7 have ~ny comment. 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR . COIT: Well, it mi ght c ake me a wh.ile, so 

ll I don't have any objection. 

12 MS. WIEST: Oka y. Then Staf f Exhibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all o f the dockets that we h a ve 

14 gone thro gh so far . 

1S MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you . 

16 o. Based on the revie w of these doc kets that y ou 

17 h ave done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf!•s Ex h1b1t No. l did the applicant companies meet 

:9 the requirements o ! be comi ng an eligible 

20 telecommun1ca~1ons carrier? 

21 A . Yes, they have, wi th the noted lace-filed 

22 a!f idavice chat will be done in a number of the 

23 dockets . 

2 .; o. And with regard to adver tising services 

2S exchange - wide, do you ha ve a recommendation to the 
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l Commission for a pro visio n t o be included in an orde r 

2 which would come out of these proceed i ngs ? 

3 A. Yee. Staff's r e commendati on for advert isi ng 

4 would be that the £TC c arr i er be requ ired to advert ise 

5 at lease once each year; and 1! they hav e any race 

6 change, that that r ace change be advertised when i t 

7 does c hange . 

8 o. And n c clusion, d o y ou have an opi n ion as 

9 t o whether or not the appli c a nts contained on Exhibit 

1 0 l, with the ex c eption o f US West which has not h ad its 

11 case he a rd yet at this time, whether or not those 

12 appl1c nts meet the qual1ficat1ons a s an e ligible 

1 3 te!ecommun1c a t1ons c arrier? 

: 4 A. With sta ! !'s review that h a s been undertaken. 

: ~ yes. they d o meet the requirements !or £TC status. 

MR . HOSECK : ! have no further questi ons o f 

! 7 this w1:neas . 

18 MS . WIEST : Are there any questions o f this 

~c C?QSS · EXAMiSAT:oN 

2: SY MR . CO !T : 

I assu~e when you talked b out advert1s:ng 

2J ra:e c hanges that y o . · re re!erenc :ng the rates )U SC for 

24 the essential services that are suppo rted by unive r sal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR. COIT: No f urthe r quest. ions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Roge ts ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no questions. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR . HEASTON : No. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: The o n l y question I 'd have 1s 

8 Lhere any ·· 1s advert i sing identi fied in any way? Is 

~ there any c r iter i a for what. advertising me ans i n the 

10 context o f this? ls the methods in the FCC Order as 

11 we 11? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm s o r r y, what was the 

13 queso;ion? 

CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had for Harlan 

15 or an ybody else is. is the r e a meaning. is there a 

16 description, de!1nit1on f o r advert is ing, what that 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Unde r the sta tute itse lf 

19 2: .; 1e l I l l ( Bl they must advertise t h e ava l a bil i ty of 

20 such services and 1! y ou 're referr i ng to the services 

21 that are supported by f e de r al universal se rvice and the 

22 charges t herefore using me di a o f gene ra l distribution. 

23 

2 .; me. 

2 5 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Do es that mean f o r 
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2 o nce ? 

3 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST: That would be under staff's 

reco mmendat1on. I believe . 

A . Yes. onc e each year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: We ll, !rankly , I d on 't 

7 think it's adequate . 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Are y ou doing 

9 th a t? Are you ·· to !ollow up·· excuse me, to f oll o w 

10 up on Commissioner Nelso n's q ues t i o n. are you 

ll recommending t hat they advert1se o nce each year a! t~ r? 

l2 I believe our o rder said that you h ave to send an 

13 appl1cat1on to everyone o nce 1n1t1ally and then t o 

e v~ry new cuo t omer. You · re reques ting this 

15 advertisement o f L1[el1ne, Lin k Up in add1t1on to, 

:6 would tha t be a ccurate o r not? 

17 A. Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up under TC97·1SO. 

:q which wa s issued yest erday. s tates that 1t shall be -

!9 a f o rm shall be, o r a letter shall be sent to present 

20 custo~ers. and then th:s woul d be an advertisemen t o ; 

2 t 

., -.: 

I t . They 'd have to do advertisement o f this f o r at 

least o n c e each year. 

COMM: ss : o ~ ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you . 

COM~: ss:OSER NE~SOS : So 1s the answer t o 

75 Las ka •s questi ons it's :n addit ion t o? 
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A . Yes. They would do i t o r i ginally, and once a 

year after. 

Where? 

A. 

A. 

MS. WI EST: How would they advertise? 

Where would the y ad vertise ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 according, t assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general dist ribution media once a year? 

12 A. Whate ve r is available within their given 

13 e xchanges that they serve. 

14 MS. WIEST: And it would ~nly be f o r those 

15 services supported r i ght n o w by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate f o r c ~e o f those services, then that would have t o 

20 be re-adve r tised at that time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS. WI EST : Are there any other questio ns of 

23 this witness? If not , thank you. Actually, l do. 

24 Could you retake the stand . Ha r l an ? r guess we h ave a 

25 question for you. Coul d you l ~ok at your exhibit f or 
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l Venture Communications, TC97-095? 

A. Yes . 2 

3 MS . WIEST: Does the answer to numbe r four . 

4 single party service, we did grant them a wa iver 

5 because currently they d o not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A. Yes. 

e MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect the r e, 

9 your question there ? 

10 A. It woul d be a cl ar ification there t o it, yes. 

11 MS. WrEST : Ok ay. Thank you. Do y ou have 

12 any th ing further , Mr . Hoseck? 

13 MR. H~SEC Staff has nothing further. 

14 Thank you. 

15 MS. W:EST: Do you want to take a short b r e ak 

16 unt il we go t o US We st? 

17 MR. COI T : When d oes the Commissi o n -- are 

:e you g o ing to wa1: until the end to rule o n all o ! these 

19 wit h respect to the act ual ETC des 1gnat1on? 

20 MS. w; EST : That's why we're taki ng a sho rt 

21 break. 

2 2 (AT TH!S TIME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

23 

25 

MS. WIE ST : 

wi ll go to TC97-163. 

MR , HEASTON: 

Let's ger star~ed aga in. And we 

And I wo uld move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, wh ich 

2 is the amended request. and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 servi c e terr itory map. That's Exh i bi t l. 2 and 3 

, respective l y 1n the docket. 

s MS . Wl EST: Any o bjection t o Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are the re any o b jections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3 ? 

8 If no t, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heas ton. 

\ou may proceed, 

10 MR . HEASTON: we would also Joi n in the 

ll motion on the toll control. The reaso n we did not seek 

12 a waiver in the in1ti al application 1s because as I 

13 read Paragrap h 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97 - 157 

l~ indicated tha L toll bloc king would be sufE1c1ent in the 

lS meantime and it wa s dependent u p o n when y ou u pgraded 

16 s witches. And so we d o not fee l we need a waiver o f 

17 

18 

:9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

toll cont r ol, but the common wisdom seems to be there 

nee !s c o be a waiver, so we will foll o w the herd here 

and request the tol l contro l ~ a i ver also. 

And we are also one of the part i es to the 

request o f the F CC t o re consider the toll l1m1 ta tion, 

that th is i nc ludes bo t h toll blo · k ing and coll 

control . And J guess we would aloo point out that with 

the implementation o f number portability that is going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif1cantly. And so 
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1 while we agree with Bob Barfield i n h1s o bservation 

2 that since we d o n't kno w whe n it's going to happen , 

3 tha · ·s why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t o n it, but we 

4 a r e willing t o a ccept t he one year with t he 

5 ~nderstand 1ng that if the re is not the ab ility to 

6 impl e men t it o r i ! the ability is too e xpensive to 

7 implement, that we wou ld be able to come bac k to this 

8 commission and seek fur ther wa iver o f that, of 

9 imp le menting toll cont r ol wit h part o f the essenti a l 

:o telecommun1ca t1 on s c arr i er oblig a tion . 

l l 

1 2 

l ) 

... 

MS. WIEST Okay . Would the Commissioners 

CHAIRl'.AN BURG: Did we admi t the e x hibi ts ? 

MS w: EST : Yes . 

CHA:RMA~ SURG· r •1 1 move tha t we Wd i ve toll 

15 contro l f o r TC97•163 (or one year . 

coi-.x: ss:ONER NELSON: t. ell , I'm going to 

17 second ~ t , but l he ard an e xpa ns1on o ( what we 've bee n 

:• wa 1vtn9 1n ·he pas: !ro ~ g1v1ng them one year w1th the 

1aea we're g o ing t o renew 1t. And the r eas o n t wa s 

~c willing to ~r n t tt .s beca use technolog y 10 no t ou t 

:.her~ No w, the Act r equi res that 1t be there and i t 

22 d t dr.'t say anyth ing about how ~uch it cos t . So I 

23 didn ' t hear anyt hing aoo ut on e o f the r easons we we re 

: 4 wa:v1n9 it 1n the pas t was because that it might be 

25 cost pro h1b1t1ve as ~uch as bec a us~ technology wa s n 't 



6S 

l there. I can unde r stand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 didn' t - - I wasn't in Congress when t hey v o ted 

3 that wa s part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Act. I 

s guess that's t he f i rst t hing . It's an FCC --

6 COMM! SSlONER NELSON: It's a rule. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

l S 

l 6 

1 7 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC di ct a te. 

COMM ISSI ONER NE LSON: Bu t it has the s a me 

we i ght as the r ules and statute un le s s it 's c hanged in 

court; right? 

~R . HEASTON: Tha t's tr•1e . But unless the 

FCC chang es , as we've urged t hem ~o do. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : Right . So l 'm 

seconding your motion with the understanding i t's 

e xa c tly as we had stated it origina lly; is cha t 

c o rrect 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo t ion wa s for on e 

y ear . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I b elieve the 

mo tio n was f o r one , ear. a waiver for o ne year. and 1 

didn't kno w that the mo tion had any thing more than 

22 tha t, than j ust a waiver fr m toll control for one 

23 yea r . 

H 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I' ll c o ncu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I voted for it and there will be a record that I 

3 voted f or lt; and the reason l voted f or it was the 

" 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

technology wasn' t available. And that's a lot 

different in my m1nd than i t 's cos t proh1b1t1 ve. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: l thi nk 

COMMIS SIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

be an issue in my mind that y ou could debate. r don't 

want a record that I'm supporting something for a 

diffe r ent r ensc n ti ,n I did. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : 

on 1 t. I guess. : ! there 

Just a comment that l'd ma ke 

isn't a technology. I really 

:3 hal e t o see al l SO o r 75 ! ilings just f o r an 

!4 e x t.:n11 1o n lf there 1s some wa y we could certif y there 

1 5 ls no technology and e x tend it as we come up towards 

!~ · ht yea :- . : ·d we ~come chat solution r ather than go 

17 through this with this many o! them . I, personally. 1n 

ls 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

my o wn mind. c annot see a s olut i o n when we're going to 

have mulciple compan!es 1n number portability. lt 

boggles my mind to see h o w that ' s even go1ng to happen 

that y ou coul d end ~p with any kind of t oll 

l 11:11tat 10n. So : • m guessing when we come up to the 

~3 year , we're still n o t going to have a solutlOn, and I' 

2 4 not ! cok ing toward to requ1r1ng all of y ou ·- mean 

25 that's the name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 
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1 pieces of paper. So if we c a ~ find a way to 

2 consol i dat e it at that time, I would we l come any 

3 suggestions . That's all I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha ve Mr. Lehner ava il able 

S here, a nd we d o have a cou ple questions to ask him . 

6 JON LBHNBR, 

7 called a s a witness , be ing fi r st duly sworn, 

8 was e xamined and testified a s follows : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 o. Mr. Lehne r , in ou r applica t ion we described 

1 2 the issue o f eliminating multi-pa rly services and going 

13 t o s 1ngle party s~rvice thro ughou t US ~es t se rv ice 

areas. Can y o u update the Comm1ssion on the stat us o f 

iS t hat consi ste~ t with what we've already put in the 

l6 app licati o n ? 

. n , Ye s As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year the 

:s n~mber c f mul t i- party o r t wo- a nd f our - party customers 

in US We s t· s territ o ry i s 612 . 612 . 

20 CHA1RMAN d URG: What was the da t e o n that, 

2! ~ on? 

22 As o f 10· 3 1 ·97 . 

2 3 And what can you tell the Commission about 

2 ~ ou r continuing effo rt to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 s erv ice ? 
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l A . The plan right now is to el iminate all of 

2 those 612 e xcept f o r 52 o f them. And t he time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end o f the second quarter, 

~ which I suppose we could p ut f or a date o f 6 - 30 o f 

5 ·se. So all but 52 of those w1ll be completed by 6-3 0 

6 o f '98. 

7 ,.. 
And what a bout the remain i ng 52? 

8 A . The remaining 52 are e x tremely high cost 

9 upgrades . And until ot her technolog y or o ther means 

10 become avai lable, the re a re no plans r ight now . We 

11 have no pl a ns to move ahead with chose 52. 

12 Wi t h that we still be lieve t hat it ls 

13 a ppropr iate f o r us t o· we still beli eve the waiver is 

1 4 appro p~1ate in ~h!s case; ~s cha c co rrect? 

1 5 . " . ~nat 1a co :-::-ec:. 

MR HEASTON That's all Lhe questions I 

17 have. 

18 MS . W~ES:' : ~ s Crener? 

:9 CRQSS · EXAM;NATI QN 

~C BY MS. CREMER : 

22 

Mr . Lehner . where a r e those 5 2 loc a ted? Are 

Lhey spread th r oughou t, o r are they in a speci fi c area , 

Z • do you kno •·, 

A . I could read tnem o ff for you. There's about 

25 ~ ooz~n exc hanges Or ! could gi ve you a lat e -filed 
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e xh ibit. Let me just read them off . Ar lington is 

four; Belle Fou r che , six; De Smet, four; Huron , three; 

La ke Preston, o :1e. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

S o ver? 

6 A. Arlington , four; Belle Fourche, s1 x; De Smet, 

7 four; lluron, three; Lake Preston , one; Mad ison, t wo; 

a Milbank, f our; Pierre, two; Redfield, t wo; Sisseton, 

9 six ; Spearfish . t wo; Volga, f ive; Watert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton. one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 S 

16 

1 ., 

18 

Q. Is there a particular reason? Is it like 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A. :t•s a combination of many fa ctors , but you 

mean a~ far as the 52 are concerned? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination of many factors. We're 

talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about 

in some cases a PAI R GAIN systems like Ana conda that 

19 wo uld need to be replaced . 

20 MS . CREMER: Ok ay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

other technic a l solutions other than to a single party 

other than line extensi o n ? 

A. You mean in J rder to provide a single party 
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service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yea . 

1 

2 

) A. Yea . I think the answer is we are conatant l 

4 loo~1 n9 ! o r a c heaper way to d o this because in s o me 

s as a. Commis sioner. we're talking abou t e ver Sl 00, 000 

6 t o upgrade a single custo mer, and it J ust doesn't make 

7 senae t o do tha t. And the answer would seem t o l ie 

8 probably 1n some f o rm of wireless, but s o far the 

9 wireless technolog1e•. whether then satel lit e o r !1xed 

10 wi re le s s. are slill pretty e xpens 1ve. I see tha t as 

11 

1 3 

tne u1 t 1mate s olu t1 on , tho ugh, to s ome o f theac. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: 

lhe wa ive r . 

I'm g o 1ng t o move to grant 

MS. WlES T : Ju sc; a uecond . oo t he 

:s Comm1 ss1oners h1 ve .ny othe r q u ~s t 1o ns ? As oppos ed t o 

lhe o t.ht'r o nes, .. - go: ng to havt' t o ask you s ome 

17 questions to ver1!y things that wert' 1n t h e applicat i o n 

:s oe~ause tna wa s a:gned by Mr . Heaston . It wasn't 

:9 s:on•d by a w1tnt'as w.th n a!!1oav1t, as a ll the 

2C others were So bear w1th me ! o r a second . 

2 ! A. r•ve never trusted h:s s19nature ei ther . 

22 MS WIES7 F.rat one, does US West p r o vi d e 

23 vo:ce grade ace~•• to th~ public s witched netwo rk to 

2 , a ll 1n 1ts serv:ce area ? 

25 . " . Yes. 
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1 

2 

3 

A . 

MS. WIEST: And does it provide local usage? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p~ov i de d ual tone 

4 multi - fr equency signalling or its functional 

S e qu i valent ? 

6 A. Yee. 

7 MS . WIEST: 

8 e mergenc y serv i ces? 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

A . 

serv ices ? 

A. 

Yes. 

MS. WI EST : 

Ye s . 

MS . WI EST: 

Do you provide a ccess to you r 

Do you prov i de access to o pera t o r 

Do you provide access to 

i nt c rexc hange service? 

lS 

16 

A . Ye s . 

MS. WI ES T : 

17 d irecto ry a s s i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes. 

MS. WlE:ST : 

And do you p r o v ide access to 

And you•ve a lready tal ked about 

20 t oll con t r ol and the wa i ver. Do you ~ ro v1de o r are you 

21 able t o provide t ol l b l ocking? 

2 2 A. Yes. 

2 3 MS . WIEST: Then getting b a c k to your request 

24 f o r the wa i ver o n single pa r ty service. l kno w in you r 

25 appli c ati o n you tal k e d about the ones t hat you have no 
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l plans. you kno w, o f providing service due t o the cos t 

2 and everyth i ng . My pro b l em , I guess. is that I don't 

3 see that there 1s any de m1nimus e x c epti o n within the 

4 FCC rules with respect to s i ngle party servi c e. Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de min i mus 

6 exc eptio n to that requ i rement, d o y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the o ther states ? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

l 2 

: 3 

: s 

l 6 

17 

18 

A . 1 am n o t aware . 

MS . WIEST : And what I 'm getting at is that 

it appears, a cco rd ing t o the FCC r ules and I'm 

looki ng a t 4 7 s.; .101 {cl , that 1n order t o grant an; 

addit ional c1me to complete net work upgrade s f o r single 

party o r enhanced 91 1 o r t oll limitation, that the 

cc,mis s ion does 1n ! a ce ha ve to set a time period f o r 

y ou to comp lete tho se net wo rk upgrades. Is y our 

con tention that we do not? 

,\ . I woul d not make t hat contenti o n . I 'm going 

to le· my attorney a~g u e with you about that . 

MS . WIEST , We ll, th e n, l do have a couple 

20 ~ther quest i ons. My o :h~~ ques ti on 1s o n se rvi ce 

2l area . And ll 1s a lso a requirement of the stat e 

22 co~-1ss1on t o des19na :e service areas as o ppo sed to 

23 study areas f o r non rural telecommunications companies. 

2 ~ Fi r st o f a ll, you wou ld agree that y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun1cat!ons company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: An d in the PCC's p u blic notice 

3 96· 4 5 issued 9·29 ·9 7, it does state tha t we must send 

4 to USAC the names of t he ETC's and the designated 

5 service a rea s f o r nonrural c arriers no later than 

6 December 31st. 1997. And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to rhese things in your app lication, but I 

8 don't th1nk you really told us what you wa nt you r 

9 se r vice area co be. Be c ause the FCC has cold us chat 

10 we better not ado pt you r study a r ea as you r service 

11 area for l a rge lLEC's. Do you ha ve serv i ce areas fo r 

12 your company chat you want t he Commiss ion t o ado pt a t 

13 this time? 

A. Well. suppose that ·· a .d , Bi ll, jump in 

15 here. I guess, to help me wit h this. But I suppose 

16 chat ou r serv ice area ought to b e our exchanges in the 

17 state o ! South Da ko ta . No w, t he study ar.ea 1s a 

18 different issue and that has not been determined yet. 

19 Bul ! wou j Lhink that our serv ice area would be o ur 

20 e xchanges chat. we serve i n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: lf I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no defin i tion yet; and c ertain l y 

23 o~r service area woulo be those a r e a s within which we 

24 are author1zed to provide the support e d services. 

25 MS. WJEST: Right. And that's my question . 



l MR . HE:AST0 1' : From a general perspe c tive, I 

2 gue s. i f that's what you' re looki ng f o r is what you 

3 

4 

wou d designate to t he FCC wo uld not be any t hing 

outside the area where we' re autho rized or ce rtified to 

S p r ovtde service. When it comes t o where the areas are 

; 901ng to be that wou lc be where the serv1ces would be 

7 

e 

9 

suppo rted b y a uotve rs~ l se rv ice f und, whe ther 1t•o 

high cost o r low income o r li braries or what e ve r it 

happens t o be, yo~ kno w, tha t's a n area that's 

10 c urrently under debate depending upo n which proxy cost 

l l ode! 1 s 90:ng t o be a ccepted . And s o t hat's why we 

22 are somew haL v~gu~ on th t t e rm be c a use what this 

l 3 

' . . , 
ls 

:, 

co~~1ss1 or. has ~o · JonA and nor h au the FCC come o ut 

with any t tna l dec:s:on as to wh a t mo de l i t :s g o 1ng to 

a cce p t So : think 1( we' re requ ired to ta ke a look a t 

a • ee '!"\.". c~ a re wou!c co 1 t !rom the standpoint o f 

what Jon - to co~ply w:th the l aw . If that's what 

:s we ~e !o~~:ng ~o r , ~o comply with the FCC requ i rement. 

i~ : :h:~k tha~ ·• v ~ a ~ we ~ oul d look a t ts a n area . 

~: ~~o ~gh. no !arge~ tha n a n e xchange area_ whtch we would 

2: 

2 .j 

2S 

eq~ate t o a w:re c en~er o r a n e x change area . 

have however many a re on t hat. 

And we 

MS W: ES7 

sl.!l have? 

He how ma ny e x c hanges do you 

MR. HEAS70N: It's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I can't answer that exactly. lt'S 

2 approx ima tely 35. 

3 MS. WIEST: It would be attached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our e x hibit to ou r 

5 application. 

6 MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that were missed. That's how many 

a service areas y ou would like the Commission to 

9 d ~signate for US West at this time? 

10 A. l guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

11 designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

13 tell the FCC by December 31ft what your d esignated 

14 service area is. 

lS A . Then I suppose we ought to do it excha nge by 

15 exc hange. 

17 MS. W!EST : If you want more t ime co think 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 l 

22 

23 

24 

25 

about 1 t 

MR . HEASTON : Yes, I think l would. I mean 

this ts not something that's come up in the other t wo 

states that I've done this in, and l had t he same basic 

appl1 c at1on. l wil l have to·· I will do a lace-filed 

e xhibit o n that 1f l cou ld with an affidavi t from Jon. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on a gain. 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS . w:EST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

9·29-97. 

s 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST : And t•m also rely i ng on 

7 pa ragraphs 18 S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

8 o rder. 

9 

10 

l l 

l 2 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST : 

MS. CREMER : 

197, 17S. 

157 or 

185, 192 . 

MS. WJEST : The d oc ket numbet for the FCC 

13 uni versal service . 

. . ... MR, HEASTON: No c the docke t number but the 

:5 r1er ::u•:,er , the o rder nur.1ber . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

:7 and paragraph 

I was loo king at 18S, 192 

:8 MR HEASTON: J got those . Was it FCC 

20 MS WIEST· : 57 , nghc . And the oc her thing 

2: y ou ~1 9ht want t o odd re s s 1n pa:-agraph 18 5 , f o r 

22 example, it d o es say 1f a stote PUC adopts its existing 

!>~ rv1 c e a r~ as f o r !a r ge :1..EC's. their stud y area, this 

., . -~ woul d erect s 19n 1!. c ant barr:ers to entry . We are olso 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat1ng serv1ce areas that 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

traditionally served. 

MR. HEASTON : Yes. And, see. this -- what 

the problem this causes is whe r e you have not 

considered and have left to the FCC to determin e how 

that's going to be modeled from a pro xy standpoint. 

And, yes, we are ad vocating smaller geographic elements 

than the wire center f or u n i versa l high cost suppor t 

but I do not have a South Dakot a speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided not tc do their o wn ea r lier 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and 

llorth Dakota whe re I do have chat because those t wo are 

looking a t doing their o wn, o r suggest ing thei r o wn 

J.4 cost study . So I do have the s mal l grids, as we cal l 

1~ 

16 

17 

18 

19 

it, and I could identi~y that fo r you. : cannot 

iden t i f y anything smaller than r ig h now than a wire 

cente r. 

MS . WI EST: Okay . 

MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly 

20 on chis? And I unde rs tand that I'm not a party but l 

21 do believe it wa s my understanding today that the whole 

22 issue o f disaggregated se rvice areas for Us West or 

23 any other company may come up. But I would like to say 

2 4 we certainly have an interest i n the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC rulPs indicate tha t -- the orders 
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1 and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an existing 

2 service area. that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that 1t·s consistent with uni versa l 

4 service requirements. So I think it•s a rea lly 

S 1 .. vo.v~d •· involves a lot more than the review of 

6 a ctually looking at ETC se rv ice obl1gat1ons. You•re 

7 talking about making c hanges in a US West service area 

8 that could s19ni!1cantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universa l service fund. 

10 Decis i on s on US West service area disagg r egation and 

11 s o f o rth could c er tainly impact rural telephone 

1 2 companies as we ll. And l guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was ou r undero~and1~9 that there are 

l~ c ertain establ1~hed :ncumbent LE~ service areas. and we 

1S didn't understanc, I guess. that we ·· t hat the issue 

1n th1e US West docket o r any o f the other o nes wou ld 

oe wi th regard t o d1sa99regat1ng service areas. 

18 MS. WIEST : : •n not talking about 

l9 d1sa99re9at1n9 service areas . And I think you have to 

:c re cogn1ze the d1st1nct:on that wa s made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service 

2: area. If we wan t t o look at doing anything to r ural 

13 co~pan1es wi th respect t o d1sa9gre9ac1on. we have to 

24 spec1f 1c ally pet1t1 o n the FCC. That•s all r·m calk1n9 

25 about. anu tha~·s the reason why I only brought up this 
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1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

i ssue with r espect t o US West . And it's J USt my 

unders t anding the Commission d oes have to do the 

service area i n o rder f o r US West to get your 

uni vers a l service money . 
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MR. HEASTON: If I could ha v e unt i l whatever 

date wa s suggested earl i er on getting the additional 

affidavits in, I'll have a recommendat ion fo r you fr om 

OS West o n that. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Are there any other 

questions o f t his witness? One me re q uesti o n, 

Mr. Lehner . Do ycu have any o bservatio n t o what 

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your 

compa ny ? 

A. I'm not su re that I understood exact l y what 

he was r equiring. l f the requirement i s to advertise 

it o nce a year 1n the newspaper, I d o n't think we have 

a problem with tha t. 

MS . WI EST : And getti ng ba c k to single par t y 

serv1 c e is high cost , the onl y barrier in to provide 

sing' e party se rv ice t o those 52 customers? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Is it also us West's pos i t ion 

23 that the settlement ag r eement tha: you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning s i ngl e party serv i ce no longer 

25 appl 1es where r believe you stated you would h a ve 



1 

2 

80 

single party se rv ice to all customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 investment p r ogram continued, I 

J would have been out here talking to the staff a nd to 

4 y ou about these anyway, because as we honed down to 

s s o me ; o the last !ew on some o f thes e exchanges, it 

6 became obvious that this wa s this is foolish to 

7 spend that kind o f mo ney with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't mak• any sense. 

9 MS . Wl ES7 : That's a ll I have. Mr . Heaston, 

1 0 yo u mi g ht also want to address the question o f whether 

ll the Com~1ss~ o n has tne authority t o provide any de 

12 m1nimus e x c ept! o n to the single party witho ut putting 

. . . ~ MR. HEAS7 0 l\ don't kn o w that de minimus is 

: s t h ~ .ssue o~t : co th:r~ tha~ you could put a time 

. . 
t7 

:i ne o n lt ano ~a <e .t renewable that we would have to 

: t h 1n~ wr.a ~ the ru!e would all o w you to do 

: a : s reGL:~e c s L ~ cc-e i ~ o n a regL:arly-scheduled 

: 0 bas:s, -ayo@ annLa!:y . raybe sem i - annually, co upda te 

2 ~ tr.e Com~.ss. o n o ! wnere we are technologyw1se 1n tak1ng 

21 c are o f these last S2 . 7hat would be my pos1 t1on on 

:2 t h :s .s that :hat puts a time l1m1t on and i t ma kes it 

2 3 dr i ven by the te c hnolooy and the affordabil1ty of it. 

2 .; 

2 S 

MS. w: Es:- Okay Any othe r questions ? 

COMMl SS : O~ER SCHOEK FELOER : l have a question 
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1 o f Mr . Lehner. And the reason 1 have a quest ion i s 

2 because i n your amended a pp lication yo u might ha ve 

3 addressed i t, however, I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 I apologi ze . But y ou addressed i n here and you have an 

S e xhibit on your original appl ication t hat r egards 

6 Lifel i ne, Link Up. And basically wha t it is i t 's your 

7 tariff , or a page that looks like a t ar iff page to me. 

8 Now, US West rea l ly intends to compl y wi th the 

9 Commission order i n Lifeline, Lin k Up ? 

l O A . Absolutely. 

11 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : l need to know 

12 that . 

lS 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

A . 

ques tion . 

And tha t p a ge doesn't apply any mo r e . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER Thank y o u. 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions? Thank you. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

Yo u know, you - - when y ou were t a l k ing abo ut 

wh y yo u sho uldn't have t o provide this single party 

systems f o r t hese areas ~hat you listed l i ke S pea r fish 

and Pi erre and all the li st that you went th r ough --

A. Yes . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it - - it just 

seems we ird t o me that it would be t hat expens ive to 

2 4 p r o v i de tho se servi c es in s ome areas. Li k e Pierre and 

2S Huro n, tho se a r e pret ty - - l mean c an y o u explain that 
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1 to re a little bit because I fi nd tha t a lit tle odd. 

2 A. The high cost we' r e talking a b o ut in ma ny 

3 c ase s not onl y replacing, we're talking about 

4 customers t ha t were eng ineered probably back 1n the 

5 si x ties and seventies to multi-party s ervi c e with no 

6 inte nt1on of h av ing si ngl e par t y service . So we're 

7 talki ng in many c a ses miles and miles o f distribution 

S cable, some c a ses si x pair, 11 pnir. maybe even grea t er 

9 pair. So we're t a l ki ng about now having t o repl a c e 

10 that c a ble with probably 50 pa i r o r a hundred pa i r 

11 cable. And we're al s o t a l k 1ng a~out ma ny c ases where 

12 at the end of t hat cable we have t o extend what some 

13 people will c a l ~ drop, what I call a pair o f wires. 

some times seve r a l mil e s. And i n o rder to provide 

!5 single pa rty service ·· well, I take that bac k 1n that 

16 case. The d r o p p iece o ! that will be okay. was 

17 th1n ~1ng o ! 1! they have more than one l1 ne. But we're 

16 tal ~1ng abou t d1str1bution cable, we're tal k ing abou t 

19 feeder, and we're talking 1n some c ases a bout PAIR CAIN 

20 syst~ms ~hat are )US t plain !u ll. l'm tal ki ng abou t 

21 systems that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

23 COMMISSl ONE R NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

2 ~ seems to me that cos t p r oh! b1t1ve I d idn' t exactly 

25 en v ision e xactly what you were Jus t explaining to me 
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1 because I wa s think i ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and there 's nobody out 

3 there or something. But if this is in a fa i r l y 

4 populated area, and it doesn't seem tone that these 

5 people should have to live with just t wo party 

6 tel ephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we 

7 kno w it in South Dakota. doesn't have to do that 

8 because the lines are all filled up. I me an I'm 

9 :ooking for some reason why that's acceptable, 

l v especially when some of those little companies are 

ll saying that they got maybe three or four people left 

12 that they don't have that service for and they've made 

11 Puery effort to say. we ll. ~e wa nt a waiver but we will 

14 do it by the end o f the year or whatever. 

15 A. ! thi nk that most of the companies you've 

16 oeen listening t o up until now ·· a nd I obviously can't 

:1 speak for them, but r thin k you're t a lking about 

18 engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago in 

19 most of these companies• cases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that were literally 

22 designed not to provide single party service. There 

23 are different funding mechanisms and different 

24 requiremen t s that we've had. They've had the ability 

25 to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now, I c an 



l spend Sl00,000 o r S150, 00 0 or 50,000, whatever it is, 

2 to d o these. but s omewhe r e that has to be r ecovere d a nd 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered from a customer. Tha t 

~ customer isn't g o ing to pay !or that. 

5 

6 

CO MM iSS : ONER 9E LS0N : It seems t o me this 

! lies 1n the face o ! what the governo r 's b ill said l a st 

7 year r mea n here we 're calk1ng making ava ilab l e high 

8 techno l ogy to every~ody in South Dako ta . Basically 

9 that's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

1 0 people tha t aren't eve n 901ng to have s i ng le party 

1: teleco~mun1cat1on 1n this state . 

:2 A. 

:3 cos t 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r . a ll I c an tell y ou 1s what t he 

And: thin~ that's -- 1 think that's, unless 

14 th•re's a r&covc~y ~cch«n1sm, lt would make no sense t o 

15 s pend thJt k1nd o f ~oney. And I c e r t ain ly wou ldn't 

:o r" commend it 

CHA!RMA1' BURG, The question I have in the 

:~ ~EC indust ry when we nave these kind o! s1cuat1ons o nce 

:n a while th•re·s another pro vider chat 1s close r chat 

20 can do 1t. Wou!~ tha: be the case to any o f these? 

2 1 Wou)d that be a reaso nable s olu ti o n ever ? 

., ~ .. 
23 

A • Yes. H. would And, Comm1a111oner, 1f there 

1s any company in th i s room that wou l d l ike to serve 

2 4 any o! these 52, would be h appy co negot iate . 

25 CHA! RMAS BURG: think maybe when we're down 
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l to S2, we ought to get a lis t of those names and see if 

2 we could work it out. I dhare what Counse l has s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we can make the e xcep t ion. ! k now tha t 

4 US West' s cou nsel has g i ven us wha t I call a short 

S term one, that i n ot her words , we could gi v e the waive r 

6 for a limited peri o d of time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 a n i ndefinite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look a t wo rk i ng t ogethe r to meet and find the solution 

9 t o meet the FCC r ules l thin k i f we c an . But s o many 

10 -- ma y be, I guess , wha t 1 wou ld li k e to reques t i s the 

ll a ctual name and loca tion o f those S2 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

l don't c are whethe r i t's part o f this d ocket o r 

1 ~ 

ls 

A . 

16 thank you . 

17 

r thi nk that can be pro v ided. 

~s. WIEST: Any ot her que · tions? If no t , 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

18 type o f wa iver 1n o rde r to grant them an ETC sta t us . 

~9 MS. WIEST: So rry, for which now? 

20 ~HAIRMAN BURG: Fo r Slngle par ty. 

21 MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f irst. 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

MS . CR EMER: Staff wo uld c a ll Harlan Best . 

BARL AN BEST , 

c al led as a witness, being previously s worn, 

I 
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l was e xamined and testified as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER: 

Q . Harlan . were y o u the analys t asF i gned to 

S TC97 - 16 J . US West 's appli c a tion ? 

6 

7 

a Wes t? 

9 

1 0 

A . 

Q . 

A. 

o. 

Yes. 

An d have y o u r eviewed that applicati o n by OS 

Yes . 

And wo u1d y ou agree w1th Mr . Lehner when he 

l l t e st1fied earlier t hat th ey me t a ll the requi remen t s of 

12 4 7 CFR 5 ~ - 1 0 1 ? 

l 3 

l ;; 

l s 

A. 

• " . 

That t hey ha v e met tho se ? 

Yes. 

Yes. w1th the d ~s cu s s i o n th a t we•ve h ad o n 

16 sing l e part y . 

1 7 R19ht . Oka y . And at y ou r re comme nda tion f o r 

1a adv e rcsstng , wo u l d chat be the same f o r US West as it 

: 9 ~ a s ! o ~ t~e o the ~s ? 

20 A Yes . 

2 : And wh a t wou!d y o ur r ecomme ndac1 o n be f o r the 

22 Com~ 1 ss~ o n , n d e~ : r. 1ns a s erv i c e area f o r US West ? 

23 A . : t wo uld oe the wi re c enter . 

MS. CREMER : 7 hat•s al l the q uestion s r wo u l d 

2 S h av e . 



MS. wresT: An y ques t ions. Mu. Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA: No questions. 

MS. W!EST: Commissioners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The question l ' d h a ve is 

87 

based on chat. 

d o I c all 1c? 

should we not - - I mean .s this -- what 

ls this a document that is filed 1n 

7 these hearings ? 

MS. CREMER: Yes. 8 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 guess 1 think we ought co 

10 correct that e x hibit co p~t no on each of those chat 

11 we've made a waiver f o r o n the sing l e party because I 

12 believe the answer ia no and we 've made a waiv e r t o 

13 satisfy chat . 

• 4 MS . CREMER: Okay . 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG : Since tha t's filed. 

16 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We ha ve not mov ed 

17 ~o r a waiver i n that area. have we? 

:a CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, fo r six mo nths on one 

19 ot h e r company. 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party wa i vers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : Bue if we do and for a ny we 

23 do, since he·s a wi tness on the stand and this is his 

24 d ocument. l think that this documen t should be 

25 cor rec ted to reflect, no, they do not meet that co 
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l co1ncid~ with t he waivers we·ve given . 

MS. CR£M£R : Okay . 2 

) CHAIRMAS BURG: l guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o t o ma ke sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

5 MS . WI£ST : r believe there are three 

6 co~pa~1es that d o not a t this time pro vide s ingle pa rt 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change that 

8 y es to no for tho se Statel ine, Venture, and US West; 

CHl..t RMAN BURG : And the testimony on the 10 

11 

: 2 

record 1s adequate t o accomplish that ? 

! . 

1 .; I won de red . 

15 

: 7 A 

:a 

MS. WI£ST Yes . 

CHI\: RMl,N BURG: Okay . That's all 

MS. W r EST So how ma ny wire centers does US 

38 

MS W! EST • 38 Thank y ou Any othe r 

;s q uest1or.s o ! this witness ? 

vs CPEMER :-:o 

MS w: ES7 Woul d you like t o admit th1s 

22 do~~ ~ l t o r the p~rpo ses o r this docket? Be~ o r A I o nly 

~3 ad~itted it ~or lhA ot her d ockets . 

Ac:ually 1 wasn •t 9 0 1n9 t o move 

25 it into th:s one because peo ple testified to 1t. s o r 
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1 didn' t r eall y need i t i n mi ne. 

2 move it. 

But I c a n certainly 

3 MS. WlEST: I t's up to you . 

4 MS. CR EMER: We don' t ne e d it in this docke t. 

5 MS . WIEST: Any other que s ti o ns o f this 

6 witness? Thank you. Any thing e l se from any o f the 

7 p a rties? At this time I beli e ve the Commission will 

8 t ake these matters unde r advisement. We a re wa iti ng 

9 f o r some l ate - filed e xhibi t s in some doc ket s , and it 

10 will be p oss i ble that pe r hap s t h e Commi s sion will mak e 

11 the decisio ns either a t a Commis s ion me e ting or a t the 

1 2 December 2nd he a r i ng on some other re lated ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any qu e s t ions f r o m a n y body or any 

1~ comments? 

15 MR. COIT: I would jus t, for the r ecor d, li ke 

16 to formally request that the ~ommission designate eac h 

17 o f the ·· based upo n the r e cord , t he affida vits yet to 

: a be submitt ed , that the Commi ssion designate e a ch o f ~he 

19 rur•l telephone compa nies, SDITC member c o ~pan1es, as 

20 £TC's and that t heir st ud y a r eas be de s igna ted a s their 

21 se r vice area . Tha t's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Tha n k you. Tha t will close the 

23 hearing . 

2 ~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3 : 50 P . M.l 

2 5 



1 STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUG HES 

l 

4 
. .. Lo r i J. Gr o de , RHR, Notary Pub lic, 

9 0 

1n a nd 

s for the State o ! Sou t h D k o ta , do hereby c e rti fy that 

6 the a oove hearing, p agea 1 through 8 9. 1nclualve , waa 

7 r•c • ded a t enoqra phtcal?y b y me a n d re duced t o 

8 tyr writi ng 

~ ; FUR7 HER CERTIFY t h a t the fo rego i ng 

10 c ra nac r ipt o! t h e s a id hear ing 1a a t r u e and correc t 

transc r ipt o : the a:enog raph1c notes a t the time and 

12 pl ce aoect ! !ed h• reinbe!o re . 

FURTHER C£QTI FY t hat a m not a re l a ti v e o r 

t4 e-p.oyee o r ,:torney or cou r.a e l o f a ny of t he pa r t ies , 

lS n~r a r e!at!V• or employee o f such a t t orney o r counse l, 

~ o ~1 !1nanc!a!ly 1nt•resced d1 rectl y o r i nd i rectl y 1n 

l? this action 

:r: i. : :-r, ESS i.HEREOF, l have hereunto s e t my 

t~ h a nd and sea! t ' . : ice a t P ie,re. Sout h Dakot a , th 1a 

20 lat da )• of December. 1<197 . 

2! 

22 
~o r 1 J. Gr o de, RMR 
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TC97-094 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM~USSION R fCf IVf 0 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

rN THE MA Tl'ER OF THE REQUEST ) 
OF SULLY BtITTF~ TELEPHONE ) 
COO PERA TJVE, INC. f"OR OESIGNA TION > 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER. 

REQUEST f'()R ETC 
Df.SIGNA TION 
D0CKETTC97 

Sully Buu~ Telephone Coopc.-rall\"C:. Inc. ("'Sully B.u11e<- Tclephone·•) pui,.uant 10 47 United 

Smu:.s Code Sc,tions 214(c) and 47 Code or Federal Rcgulnliolb Section 54.201 hereby seeks from 

!he Public Uulhic\ Comm1..s1on r·co,nm1ssiorl'") dcs11,!nt11ion as an "eligible telce9mmun i..;11uons 

carrier" within the loc11J exchange nrcas that conMitu1.c I!~ service :1te:\. In suppon ofth1s rcquesi. 

Sully Bunes T~cphone offers the following: 

I Pursuant tO 47 U.S.C. § 214{c) 111s 1hc Comm1i.s1on·~ n:sponsibili1y to designate locnl 

c~ch311gc came~ ( 'LEG-> n., "eligible tclccommunicution., carrie~·· (ETC$"). or in other wo~. to 

detenmnc '"h1ch LEC.\ have =med umvcrsnl service obligations consr~ent with the federal law 

nnd should he deemed eligible 10 receive rcdernl univcrsol i,crvlcc ,uppon. At lcnst one eligible 

tclccommumc111ion,, camcr is be dc.~igmucd by the Commission for each !.Crvicc area m !he Stntc. 

However. in the Cll>C or a~ 'icr.'Cd by ··rural telephone companies", the Commhsion m.,y no1 

dcsignu1c more thun one LEC as an ETC without fir I finding 1h01 ~uch adduional 001gm11ion would 

tic in die public interest. Under 47 CFR § 54.201, beginning January I. 1998. only 

1elccommumc:1uon, c:i.mc~ th:tt h:i,c recch•cd ck~igrnuion rrom !he Comm,~s,on to serve :is :in 

eligible 1cl.x:ommumca1,on, c-.imcr within their 1>Crvicc urca will be chg1blc to receive federal 

uni \"Cm!J service support. 

.••.•. , 
.I 



2. Sully Bunc, Telephone "the foc,huc,-bascd local exchange earner prc<cntly provithng local 

c~ch,mgc 1clcco111munica11vn, -en 1cc, in lhc following exchange,,. 

2(>.I Wc,1 Onida 
266 lh1chcock 
4:16 ScnccJ 
4-12 Tolsioy 
4-17 OnaJrn 
45l! We.,"ngmn 
493 l.angforJ 
537 Rn~hoh 
596 Tulare 
852 lhghmc,rc 
875 llarrold 
9.13 Rl-c I k1gh1, 
948 lloven 
!)()2 Blunt 
97J ca_,1 On ufa 

Sully IJuuc, Telephone 10 ,i- knowledge 1, the only earner 1oclny prov,Jmi; luc:al c,change 
1dccommumca1mo, -.cn•ice, m the ul)(lv<· 1dcn11ficd nchangc urea~. 

J. Sully Bone, Telephone ,n .iccorJ ...,,,h 47 CFR § 54.101 offers the following local 
exchange 1elccommun,c;111011, -erv1cc,. 10 all con.,umcr, 1hroughou1 ol, ,cn,1ce area: 

• ' lc11cc i;roJc :11:ce" 10 the public ,w11chcJ network: 

• Locul c~chnngc service including nn amount of local u,agc free of per minute 

chaigc, unJcr u Oat rated locul scn•1cc package anJ as pan of a measured local 

,;en occ offcnng: 

Dunl tonc mulu-frcqucncy ,1gnahng: 

• Acee,, 1ncmcrgcncy -.crv1ce~ ~uch a.. 91 1 or cnhnnccd 911 public ,-cn·,cc.,: 

• Acee." 10 opcm1c:,r -en 1cc, 

• Accc.,, 10 inlcrc~change \Cr\ 1cc: 

· ;\ ccc" 10 din:c:11,ry 11.-.. .. 1uncc. and 

• Toll bloclang sen ICC 10 qualified IO\> •on~omc COll~Ume~. 

i\~ noted abo,e. Sully Buuc, Telephone doc, provide 101l limitn11011 service m the fonn of 

1011 bloclang 1u quahfymg consume,,. however. 1hc nddi1ion11l 1oll hmi1:it1on ,;crvice of '"toll control .. 

:l\ dcfinl'd m the new f,CC unher~I M'.mcc rule" (47 CFR § 5-1.400<3)) "not provided Sully 

Buuc, Tekphonc i~ no1 aware: 1h111 any local cxch11ng.: carrier in South O.tl,,ota ha., a currcm 

cupabiluy 10 provide ,uch scrv1C'c. The FCC guvc no 111d1cu11c,n pnor 10 the release of ,ts um,·crsnl 

l 



-crvicc order I FCC 97-157) thut 1ull rnmrol would bc 1rnp<>>ed 11-S an ETC ..crv"c n:qu,rcmcnt and. 

10 our information and l>clicf. a., a rc\uh. U:C, nn1ionw1dc an: not p<NUOncd 10 m:ikc 1hc ;;er"icc 

1mmcdin1dy nvmlable. In order for Sull) Bun~ Telephone 10 pn;w1de 1hc ~rr1ec . .ltld11ional u.'3gc 

!rocking .ind ,tor.igc capah1h1ie, will lu,c to he in..iallcd in il~ local ,wnchmg cqu1pmc111. At 

m1nimurn.1hc M:1>1cc rcqu•= a "•·11chmg sofrwun: upg.radc and nt th,~ time Sully Ou11e, Telephone 

"111,c.M1ga1mg und aucmpting 10 tlc:1cn11inc whether the ncc~'>llry softwure ha,, been uc,clopcd :ind 

when II might become u,,ulnhk 

Accordingly. S11II) Bulle~ Telephone is fa(.-c,J "1th cxccpuonal c11cum.,1Jnc~ concerning it~ 

ability 10 male the 11111 control <c_rv1c.: uvuilahlc a.\ set fonh m the FCC'~ univcNJI -crv1cc rule~ .and 

mu~! rcquc~t a w:uvcr from the rcqu,n:ment to provide ,uch .crv,cc. 1\1 thi, 11n1e. :I " nl\er for n 

pcnod of one )Co1r ,, rcquc•tcd. Pnor to the end of the one yi:-ilf pcnod. Sully Bulle§ Telephone will 

n:pOn bad. to the Cornm,~,mn "1th ,pcc,f'ic mforn1ation indic:-a11ng when the nL"CC..,-.ary nc1"ork 

upgrooo .:un be made .llld the ..crv,cc con be mlltlc nva,lablc 10 :1.\>1\1 lo" mcamc cu\tomcr,. The 

Comm1:,."on may proper!> grant a w;uvcr from 1hc ··wll conuol" requ,rc:mcnt pur,;;uant 10 47 CFR 

54. IOl(c ). 

,t_ Sully Bunes Telephone has previously nnd "ill commuc 10 ad,.cni,',C 1he avwlab,lily uf ,,,. 

locnl cxch:mgc: -crvicc, m nled,a of gcncml di,1ribu11on throughout the ... ,change :ircn., '1:1'\Cd. Prmr 

10 lhls fihng. Sully Bunc, Telephone hn., no1 gc:ncrally udvcrt,scd the pncc~ charged for 311 of the 

abovc:-11.lcntificd ..cf\•1cc,. h w,11 do so going forward in acconl with :iny ,pcc1fic: (l(hcm<mg 

standards th;,t the Commi.~inn may develop. 

S. Bnscd on ie foregoing. Sully Buue, Telephone respectfully rcquc..11ha1 the Comm,~1on: 

ta) i;r:rn1 J tcrnporury waiver of the rcquircmcm 10 provide "1011 control" ,crvice: nnd 

lb) grum an ETC dc-'1gnn11on 10 Sully Bull~ Telephone covering all of the local cx,hnngc 

area_, that con,111u1c ii\ prc,;cnt i,crvicc urea 1n the Slate. 

l>Jlcd thiV~ da) of Jun.,, I 9'J7. 

Sully Bulle\ Telephone Coopcrauvc, Inc. 

~~,~, 
Jnme, E Nkf<0n. Man~gcr = 

J 



SULLYB UTIES 
TELEPHONE 
(00P£Rit. TIV( , INC. 
VENTURE 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

\O -. .--fll#1tll!lll~._,tt1Vt._ ,#..._._.,.,,.., • ._,... ,.._ 
Oc1llbct 11, 1997 

<:amrrco R<*d: 
ScatrA--, 
SDPUC 
$00 Eal Capitol 
Pxm.S0 n501 

RE: EIJaiblc Tckcommulucal>oas Camcr opphallOII. TC'97·09a 

0-C"'rnm,a HOk!Ck: 

I am In rctt.,c of your kac,-cltJcd Oc:1cb<r 11. 1997 r,qucsnnJ oddiuo,ul m(Of'INIIOI\_ Allo,.· me to pnwldc: thc 
followiq: 

I. It & Ille pol,cy of Sully &!Id Tdq,honc Coopca11,·e (SDTC) ,o oaly olTa •mile pM1yk'l'\'1Cc 
SbcuJd (acilitlCS DOI >llo-to• immcd,atc •• ~ny ......... SBTC may ocrcr mult1-im,y S<TVKC unul 
lbc c.ciWa ate rts1on:d or uuulkd to aJio.. fa< Ju,glc put)' S<Mec. C\umuly, SBTC bu DO multi• 
pony Clll10IDm. 

2. Sully Bunn Tc~ u ""'CWTmtly ofl'crmg Lfclmc and Lmk Up tcrVICts .,.,dun,.,. CJ1dm>&<t.. 
bU1 will aa rcqulrcd b> 1hr f CC rules. .i7 CFR S4.>IOO - SJ J 17, rNl<c the abbt..i...J ducoun1 
pcoSJ.._ an&ble 10 ,u qu.,hfymii low - lllCOfflC c.uromn:s bcjUlnUIS Janw;ry I, 1998 II IS""' 

11• ~ f ; 11w while P"O"'ki&nl the Wd&nc Mid Lltlk Up JCT"Vtca u • fe,cpattmt'OI unpo.tcd on 

6TC I ~ IO S& CfR 5-1 .&05 llnd ,S-1.J 11 . ll It DOI act>J;ally a prccondllJOCI ., hitb l'INII be RICI 

bcf<ft ETC - cu properly be p.otcd by die Comrmu,on J 7 CFR 5-1 IO I whltb 1110 the: ocr-,cc 
obbp1m dw mu.st bc fflCI bcfatt • came, an receive federal uruwn,&I k1V1C'C •llJ'POft docs no1 
,pcc1fically n:fttmcc l.lfchnc: or Lw Up krvl«I 

~faL 
c:-talM...., 
Sully B-. Tclq>hal,e Cocpcnnvt, Inc 

cc; RiCh C:011. sonc 

On tlw J.i. day of Q: \0\i(,: , 1997. bcf01c me, ponwally appcu.:d 

Ko oci 'i W. /:lo,, d , ~ • 10 me mo""' to be thc pcnon •'ho 
Jta,,<d the: obo,c cloauncnL 

218 Commcrcull A•cnuc S 1 • f' O Bm 157 • H,~hrno«:. ~0111h l)J\.nw ~7 \..15-
16051 /15~ :!!:?-I • F,\X ct,1)~1 85!-:?-tC~l 

IXll1111 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY SULLY ) 
BUTIES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 
FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97--094 

On June 19, 1997, the Public UIJIJ!Jes COmmtssl0'1 (C0mm1sS10n) received a request fOf 
des,gnalJOn as an el,g,ble telecommumcabons earner (ETC) from Sully Buttes Telephone 
Coopera1111e Inc (Sully Bu1tes Telephone) Sully Buttes Telephone requested designation as an 
et.g,ble 1etecommun1ca1,ons earner within the local e•change areas lhat constitu1e 11s servlee area 

The Cornmiss,on e!eclronically transm1tled notice of the flhng and the ,ntervenl,on deadhne 
lo interested indivtduals and ent111es No person Of enhly Med to intervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Comm1ss1on set the heanng for this matter for I 30 pm on November 19, 
1997. ,n Room 412, State C.p,101. Pierre South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the hearing the Comm,ss,on granted Sully Buttes 
Telephone a one year warver of lhe requirement to prO\llde toll control service w\lhln ,ts service area 
At ,ts Oe~mber 11, 1997. meeting, the COmm,ss,on granted ETC des,gnalJOn to Sully Buues 
Telephone and designated ,ts study area as ,ts serv,c;e area 

Ba.sod on lhe evidence of record. the Comm,ss,on enters the following F1nd1ngs of Fact and 
Conclusions or l aw 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On Jl.Wle 19, 1997, the Convnss,on rece!lled a request for des,gnahon as an ETC from Sully 
Buttes Telepnone Sully Buttes Telephone requested designauon as an ETC within the local 
e•change areH that cons11Me ,ts sel'\llCO area Sully Buttes T etephone sef\les lhe fOIIOWlng 
a.changes West Onlda (264). H11c:hcoclt (266), Sene<:a (• 36). TOistoy (« 2). Onaka (« 7), 
Wessng1on (• 58). Laogford ('493). Rosholt (537), Tulare (596), Highmore (852). Harrold (875). Ree 
He,ghls (9'43). Hoven (9'48). Blunt (962), and East Onida (973) E• hlb1l 1 

II 

Pursuant lo 47 USC § 214(e)(2). the Comm,ss,on 1s requ,rel 10 designate a common 
camer that meets the requirements of section 2t• (e)(1) as an ETC fOf a service area des,gn,lled 
by the C0mmtSS400 

Ill 

Pursuant lO 47 Us C § 214(e)(1). a c:ommon carnet that ,s des,gnaled as an ETC ,s el,gtble 
to receM> universal senna, support and shall, lhroughou1 ,ts service area, offer the serv,ces that are 
supported by federal universal se1111ce support mechanisms either us,ng its own !acablles or a 
combinat,on of Its own faci' lies and reule of another earner's sennces The earner must al.so 
advertise the a11a,1ab'111y of sud1 seflllCes and the rates for the services using media of general 
dostnbuhon 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commlss,on (FCC) has designated the fol!Owlng services or 
funaionalrues as tlloSe supported by federal universal serv,ce suppor1 mechanisms (1) voice grade 
access to the public switched neiwork, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multrfrequency signaling or its 
functlonal equal. (4) single party service or ,ts funcit0na1 equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services. (6) access to operator services, (7) access to ,nterexchange service, (8) a<:C0$S to 
directory asS1stance, and (9) toll r,mitation for qualifying lov,•income consumers. 4 7 C F.R § 
54 101(a) 

V 

A$ part of ,ts obligations as an ETC. an ETC ,s required to make available Lifeline and Link 
Up services to quatify,ng low-income consumers 47 C.F R § 54.405, 4 7 CF R § 54 411 

VI 

Sully Buttes Telephone offers vo,co grade access to the public sw,tched netw0/1t to all 
consume,s throughout ,ts service area Ext11blt 1 

VII 

Suly But:es Telephone offers local exchange service lllduc!,ng an amount of local usage free 
of per m,nute charges to all consumers throughou1 ,ts serv,ce area (lj. 

VIII 

Sully Buttes Telephone offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling to au coosumers throughout 
Its servo<:e area HI 

IX 

Sully Suites Telephone o ffers single par1y service to a ll consumers throughout ,ts service 
area Exh1b1t 2 

X 

Solly Buttes Telephone offers access to emergency serv,ces to all consumers throughout tis 
service area Exhtbll 1 

XI 

Sully Suites Telephone otters access to operator services to a ll consumers throughout ,ts 
service area (lj 

XII 

Sully Butt.es Telephone offers access to interexchange services to all consumers throughout 
,ts serv,ce area (lj 

XIII 

&Jlly Buttes Telephone offers access to directory ass,stanco to all consumers throughout its 
service area (lj 



XIV 

One ol the ser.nc:es required 10 be provided by an ETC lo qua,lying low-income consumers 
1s toll hmltahon 47 C.F R § 54 101(8)(9). Toll llm11atlon consists of both loll blocking and toll 
control 47 C F.R. § 54 400{d) Toll control is a se~e Iha! allows consumers 10 specify a certain 
amount ol tol usage that ma-, be ina.wred per month or per blllmg C)'de. 47 C.F R. § 54 400{c) Toll 
blodung is a 5elVICe !hat lets consumers elect not to allow the cor.iplebon of outgomg toll calls. 47 
C F.R § S4.400{b) 

xv 
Sully Buttes Telephone offers toll bloclung 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area. 

Exhibit 1 

XVI 

Sully Buttes Telephone does not currently offer 1011 control lll, In order for Sully Buttes 
Telephone to provide toll control additional usage tracking and storage capabihues will have to be 
installed 1n its IOcal SWl1c:hing equipment &Jtly Buttes Telephone ,s attempting to determine 
whether lhe necessary software has been developed and when 11 m,ght become ava>lable Isl 

XVII 

&Jly &i!les Telephone stated that it Is faced With except,onal circumstances concerning its 
abllrty 10 make toU control servrce available and requested a one year wa,ver from the requirement 
to provide such service lll Pnor lo the end of lhe one year penod, &.Illy Buttes Telephone wtll 
l'8po,1 b8dt to lhe Commission with specific lnfonnatron Indicating when the nelw<>l1! upgrades can 
be made .,, O<der IC provide IOU control. Isl 

XVIII 

IM1h ~ to lhe obllgatlon to ldvettlse lhe avadDbdrty ol servrc~ suppof1ed by the federal 
universal semce suppoit mechanism and !he cha.rges tor !hose serv • .es using media of genenal 
d<stnbutron. Sully Buttes Telephone stated that rt *1vert1ses the avartab,hty of i ts local exc:hange 
serv1ces ,n media of general dlstnbulion throughout its serv1ce erea However. Sully Buttes 
Telephone 1\115 not generally advertised the prices for these services lg Sully Buttes Telephone 
stated 11s intenbOn to comply wtlh any adver11s1ng standards developed by the Commission Ill 

XIX 

&Jly Buttes Telephone does not currently offer lJfellne and lJnk Up seMce discounts u, 1ts 
excnanges Exhtbd 2 Sully Bunes Telephone WIii offer the Lsfeltne and lJnk Up setvice dtSCOUnts 
m an of rts servrce area t. :,g.nn,ng January 1, 1998, 1n accordance wtlh 47 CF R. §§ S4 400 to 
54.417, JndUS1ve, and any Commission imposed requ,rements. Exhlblt 2. 

xx 

The Comm,ss,on finds that &.Illy Buttes Telephone currenUy provides and w,ll con11nue to 
prtMde the fOllowlng services or functionahtles lhroughout its servrce area· ( 1) voice grade access 
10 the publlc SW1tched netwonc (2) local usage, (3) dual lone mul11-frequency signabng, (4) single
party servrce. (5) access to emergency seMOos, (6) access to opetalor serv,c:es, (7) access to 
rnterexc:hange servrce: (8) access to directory ass;starrce. and (9) toll blodung for quahfylng low
Income consumers 

3 



The Comm,sslon finds that pursuant to 47 C F.R. § 54 10 1(c! t w,11 grant Sulty Buttes 
Telephone a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control services unt,t December 31, 1998 The 
Commlss.on finds that exceptional Ot'tlJmStances preven1 Sully Bunes Telephone from providing toll 
control at this time due to the diff,cully ,n obtaw119 the necessary software upgrades 10 provide the 
service 

XXII 

The Comm1ss,on finds that Sulty Buttes Telephone intends to prOYlde ufehne and Link Up 
p,ogntmS to qual,fylng OJStomets throughout its service area conS1stent w,tn stale and federal rules 
and orders 

XXIII 

The Comm1ss1on finds that Sully Buttes Telephone shall advertise the av11tabd1ty of the 
services supported by the federal uM1ersal service suppon ~chanism and the cnarges therefor 
throughout ,ts service area us,ng media of general d,stnbul!Or once each year The Com/T\lu ion 
furthef finds that If the rate for any of !he services supported by Uie federal univenat service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate must be advertised us,ng media of general d,stnbution 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e}(5), the Comrniss,on deS1Qnates Sully Bunes Telephone's 
current study area as 11s service area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The ComrnisSIOII has iunsdlCIIOll over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31, 
and 47 USC § 214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 2 14(e)(2). the Commission ,s required to deslQMIII a common 
earner thlt meets the requirements of sedJOO 214(e)( 1) <ts an ETC for a service aru designated 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

P\nuant to 47 u SC § 214(e)(1). a common earner that ,s designated as an ETC is eligible 
to rec:eive urwersal SefVICe support and shal, throughout 115 seMCe area. offer the serv,ces lhlt are 
supported by federal universal service support mechanlSffls e,ther usu,g 11s own f1eahties oc a 
comblnatl01l of ,ts own facihlles and resale of another earner's serv,ces The camer must also 
adven,se the ava1lab1hty of such services and the rates for the services using media of general 
d1stnbutJon 

IV 

The FCC has deS1Qnated the following services or func1t0nah11es as those supported by 
federal unrversat service support mechanisms ( 1) vo,ce grade access to the public switched 
network, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency s,gnahng or 111 func1ionat equal, (4) single 
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party sennce or ns fullClional equivalel'II; (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator 
services, (7) access to ,nlerexchange service; (8) access to directory asS1Stance; and (9) toll 
hm,tation for qualifying IO'N•oneome consumers 47 C.F.R. § 54.101(a). 

V 

As pan of ,ts obhgalJons as an ETC, an ETC ,s required to make available Lifeline and Link 
Up serv,ces 10 quabfy,ng low·lncome consumers. 47 C,F.R. § 54.405. 47 C,F.R. § 54 411 

VI 

Sulty Buttes Telephone has met the requirements of 47 C.F R § S4.101(a) with the exceptJon 
of the abllciy 10 offer tea eot1!/0I Pursuant to 47 C.F R. § 54.101(c). the Comm,ss,on condudes that 
Sully Buttes Telephone. has demonstrated exceptional circumstances that 1ust1fy granting n a waiver 
of the reqwemenl 10 offer loll conl!Ol until December 31, 1998 

VII 

Sully Buttes Telephone shall provide Lifeline and unk Up programs to qualify,ng customers 
throughclul it.s sennce area consistent w,th stale and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

SUdy Buttes Telephone shall advertise the avadabrlrty of the services suppor1ed by the federal 
universal service suppon mechanism and the charges therefor using media of general distributlon 
Ol"oe each year If the rale for arry of the services supported by the federal universal service supporl 
mochan,sm changes, the new rate shall be advert.ised using media of general d1stnbut,on 

IX 

Pursuant 10 47 U S.C. § 214(e)(5), the Commlssion designates Sully Bunes Telephone's 
current study area as ,ts sennce area 

X 

The Comm,ss1on designates Sully Buttes Telephone as an ebglble telecommunicat,ons 
carrier for ,ts service area 

II 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that Sully Suites Telephone's current study area is designated ;is its .,ervice 
area, and 11 IS 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Sulty Buttes Telephone shall bu granted a wa,ver of the 
requ,remenl 1.0 offer 1011 control services unlll December 31. 1998: and rt is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Sully Buttes Telephone shall follow the advertising requirements 
as l lSted above, and 1t 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Sully Bulles Telephone ,s ,;fes1gna1ed as an ehg,.ble 
telecommurucat,ons came, for its service area 

s 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF OP.DER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Older was duly entered on 1he / 1 dday of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1·26·32, this Order w,11 :ake effec1 10 days aller the date of receipt or 
lailure 10 aeeepl delivery of the decision by the parties 

Daled at Pierre. South Dakola, lhis /"7 n day ol December, 1997 

CERTIFICATE Of SERVICE 

Tho .. .,...v,..., - - - -_,... __ todty_ll_ol 

r.c,c,o " a. dOcbt, u a:.ec, Of'\ uw OOCXtt ~ 
hi t,y ,_ "' "" ,,,, -· "* .. P'-'Y --~-... ----
81 JJ.ih//Jll!ddtt{(f 
o... /~J.~/f2 

OHICtAJ. SEAi 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 



SUU YBUTifS 
TEL£l't10Nl 
COOPERA IIVC, INC 
VENfUllf 
COMMUNICArlOM>, INC. 

~o "~.,_,,.,,.,~ r1..,. ........... •"" -

December 16. 1997 

UIU\'fflal Service AdmuustnlllOO Compan) 
l 00 South Jcffcnon Road 
Wbippuly. NJ 07981 

re. 4 7-t1 rtf 

REc rtVED 

" 

Eoclolcd please rmd our impl~mcnw100 pbn for the W'chnc and Lw: Up prosrams u n:qwmf 
by FCC rules. l have abo cncl~d a copy or the Sou1h Dakoca Public U1Jl11ics Commin,on', 
Onkr issued In Docket TC97 • I SO 

Plcuc contact me a1 (flOS) 8S2-2224 for 1111)' qu~1ons or problems wilh tlli, plan. 

Sinc:ady, 

SUU. Y Bl!TTES TELEPHONE COOP!:RA TIVE. INC. 

\}.,,..-.> v 1' J I , 
Janelle Poindu1u 
Office Manqer 

cocL 

cc: Sbc,yl Todd · FCC Universal ScNicc Branch 
Office of the Sc=wy . FCC 
Bill BulLvd • SOPUC 

! ll> C"mnmc:~1.d A,cnuc: ', L • PO Uo , 151 • lhf l1111111c, ',11111h l>J l.01.1,~ ,J~ Ol'i7 
f(,11\1 '( ~2 22:?J • I \\ 1W~1 S'i!-- 11~1 



RECf'VED 

:J 
LIFELINE AND L(NK UP PLAN 

OF SULLY BU'ITES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, lNC 

The Sully Bunci. Telephone Cooperative. Inc. ~ubmlfs this plan pursuant 10 47 CFR § 
5-l.401 (d). Sully Buucs Telephone Cooperative has been designated 115 nn e ligible 
1clccommunica1ions came, by the South Dakotn Pubhc Utiliucs Commi\~1on (MSDPUC') and. 3S 

such, must make Lifeline and Uni: Up service 1vailable to qualifying Jow,income consumers :is 

set forth in the Commission's Final Order and Decision. Notiu of Entry of ~ cis/on dmcd 
November 18. 1997. issued in Docket TC97- 150 (In the Matter of the lnves1Jga1ion into the 
Lifeline and Ljnk Up Program-~). which i.s nuached as Exh1b11 A. und consistent with the criteria 
established under 47 CFR §§ 54 400 to 54.417. mclus1\'C 

A. General 

I. The Lifeline and unk Up programs n.~,ist qualified Jow-1ncomc consumers by 
prov1dmg for reduced monthly charges und reduced connection chatges for JOC\\I 
telephone service. The '1S!li Ull1CC applies to 1 sing.le telephone hnc at a qu11lified 
consumer·~ principal place of residence. 

2. A quulificd low-income consumer is o telephone subscriber who pi1ttiC11)JtCS in at lea.st 
one of the following pubhc nssist:ince progrunL~: 

n. Med1crud 
b. Food Suunps 
c. SupplcmcnUll Security Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Pubhc !lousing Assistnnce 
e. Low-Income llomc Energy Assismnce Program (LlfEAP) 

3. A qualified low-income consumer is eligible 10 receive either or both Lifeline and 
Lmk Up :issistllnce. 

4. Sully Butt.es Telephone Coopcra11vc. Inc. will a.dvcnisc the n,•rulob1hty of ufehne and 
unk Up services rmd the ch:irgcs therefore using media of general di~tribution and in 

.iccord with any rulc:; lhnt m:iy be de, elopcd by the SOPUC for applk :ilion to eligible 
telecommunic.ilions c:irrieri. 

5. In nddiuon. Sully Bunes Telephone Coopcruu.-c. ns required by the Final Ordu ar.d 
Dreision: No11u of Entn• of Dicision of the SDPUC lEAAib1t A). will mdtcnte in it's 
:innual n:pon to the SDPUC the number of sub~ribers wuhm 1t"s 'ICl"'tcc ~n rcct1ving 
ufchnc and/or Link Up nss1s1uncc. In addition. this mfor iauon v.111 be provided 10 the 
Umvcri.nl Service Adnunmruuvc Company ("USAC'). 

6. lnfonna11on as to the number of consumc_rs qualifying for L1fehoe and/or Link Up 
ass111nncc cannot currently be provided by Sully Bunes Telephone Coopcr.uive because 11 
11:as no :icccs~ 10 the government inform:11ion necessary to dctennme how many of Its 



telephone ~u~riber. rue pnrt1c1paung m the above referenced public :issistancc 
program.,. Without thh informauon. Sully Builes Tdephonc Coopcriuive c:inno1 provide. 
at 1h1s umc. even a rc:;uonablc csumate of the number of tlS subscribers who. after 
January I. 1998. will be rttciv1ng Lifeline and/or Link Up service. lnfonnation as to the 
number of 11S low-income subscribers qualifying for u felinc :ind/or Link Up cnn be 
provided aficr apphcauon5 for Lifeline and Link Up MSistuncc h:wc been received by 
Sully Bunc~ Telephone Coopcrauvc. 

7. In accord with the SDPUC's Final Orrlu a11.d Decisio11; Norlc .. of Entry of D~cision. 
Sull) Bun«:s> Telephone Cooperative will make npphrotion forms available 10 :tll of iis 
c,1t1M1ng re1-1denual customers. 10 all new Cll\lomcrs when they apply for n:s1dential locnl 
1elephone service. and to olher persons or cnti1ics upon !heir request. 

B. Llfellne 

I. Lifeline service means n re1ail local scrvice offenng for which qunlified low-income 
consumer& p:iy reduced ch:ugcs. 

2. Lifeline -crvicc includes voice grade access to the public switched network. local 
u~gc. <'uru tone mulu-frc.qucncy signaling or its functional cquivnlent. single·inrtY 
service or itS funcuonal equivalent. :icccs~ to emergency services, ac.ccs, to opera1or 
-.crvlccs. access to interc:tchange service. access to dire< ory 3.SSislllllcc. nnd 1011 
limu.u ion 

3 Quruified low-income subscnbers :tte required 10 submu nn apphe4tion fonn m order 
10 receive Lifeline service. In applying for Lifeline :wlsu1nce. the subscriber must cenify 
under pcn11hy or perjury that they :ire currently particip:11ing m nt lcil.'>t one of the 
qualifying public assistance program.~ hs1ed m Section A.2. above. ln llddition. the 
subscriber must ngrtt to noufy Sully Bunes Telephone Cooperative when they c~n.se 
pMl_icipaling in 1he qui:J1fying public assi5tance program(s). 

4. The total monthly Lifeline crcdil :iv:ulnblc to qualified consumers i\ SS.25. Sully 
Bunes Telephone Cooperative sh.ill provide the credit to qu.ilified consume~ by applying 
the fedcral ~line \upport amount of S3.50 10 waive the con.~umcr's fcJeral End-User 
Con.moo Linc charge and applying the additional authorized fcdcral suppon nmount of 
S 1.75 as a credit to the consumer's intrastate IOQJ service rate. The federal baseline 
(upport amount and addiuonru support :wailablc, totaling SS.25. shall reduce Sully Bunes 
Telephone Coopemtive·~ lowest lllnffc J (or otherwise generally av3.ll:ible) residential rule 
for the scn•icc\ Ii.Med :it,o,c m Section B.3. Per the attached SDPUC Final Ordtr IJnd 
Du,.rlon; Na11u of Emry of Deci.r,011. the SDPUC hM nuthoriud 1ntrastlltc rute 
reductions for eligible tclccommuniC3tions cMricrs making the add111on:tl federal support 
amoun1 of SI .75 available. The SOPUC did not establi.\h II stnte Lifeline program to fund 
any further rate reductions. (Eithibit /\ . Findings of Foct vn and VOJ: nnd Conclusions of 
Law II nnd l'O). 
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5. Sully Buucs Telephone Coopcru1ive will nol d1.>Connec1 subscn bcrs from 1hc1r I.Jfclinc 
service for non-payrncm or 1011 ch:irges unle\5 1he SDPUC, pursuanl 10 47 CFR § 
54.40 I (b)( I), has gramed 1hc comp:i.ny n wni\'er from the non-disconnccl requirement 

6. Exccpl to the cx1en1 thlll Sully Buue.s Telephone Coopcrnuvc bas obtained a waiver 
from the SDPUC pursuMt to .17 CFR § 54. IOl(c). 1hc comp:i.ny shnll o ffer 1oll limita1ion 
to all qualifying low-income consumers when they sub~ribc to Lifeline service. If the 
subscriber elect.> 10 receive toll hmiu111on, th:u ..ctV1cc , h31l become pan of 1h31 
subscriber's Lifeline sc_nice. 

7. Sully Bunes Telephone Coopcruu,·c will no1 collec1 a scn·1ce dcposll m order 10 
iniuntc Lifeline sc1V1ec if Lhc qualifying low-mcomf consumer volun1:1rily elects 1011 
blocking on 1hc11 tckphonc ltne However. one mor th's local SCJV1ce charges may be 
rcqu,rcd as 1U1 ad, WlCC payment. 

C. Link Up 

I. Link Up means: 

(al A reduction m the cuslOrlUII)' ch.ugc for commencing tclecommumC\ltions 
service for a \mglc 1clccommuniclll1ons connection al a C(lnsumcr's principal 
ploce of residence. The rcducuon.~ sh:i.11 be 50 pcrcc.n1 of Lhc customary cb:1Tge or 
S30.00. "''hichcvcr " less: nnd 

fb) A deferred "('.hcdule for payment of the charges assessed for commcnc1og 
service, for which the con.\umer docs not pay imen:M. The in1crcs1 chlll'gQ no1 
lllSC\scd to the consumer shall be for connection chru ge~ of up to S200.00 that arc 
deferred 10 n period 1101 10 exceed one yclll' 

2 Charges assessed for commencing service include nny charges lhnt arc CUlltOmlll'll) 
3\SCS)Cd for connec11ng subscnbc:rs to 1hc network. Tiicsc charge, do not include any 
permissible sccun1y deposit rcquiremcn1s. 

3. The Link Up program shnll nllow II con.\umcr 10 rcccivc the benefit of the Link Up 
program for :i second or sub~ qucnt time only for a principal pl:ice of residence with an 
Bddrcss thffercnt from the residence address at which 1hc Link Up assis11111cc WM 

pre •1dcd previously. 

Sully Bunes Telephone Coopcrnuvc. Inc. 
PO Bo~ 157 
Highmore. SD 573-15 

~7'''~ 
N.uric 

l 
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EXJII BIT "A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITlES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

ANAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

At its August 18, 1997, regulany scheduled meeting, the Public UtJhties Commission 
(Commission) voted lo open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC d8Clded that it would provide for 
ad<fitional federal support in the amount of S1 75, above the o.irrent $3.50 level. However, 
1n order for a state's Lifeline consumers to receive the additional $1.75 1n federal support, 
the state commission must approve that redudion in the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F R. § 54.403{a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate juriSdictlon, 
up to a maximum of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401. 

By order dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entitles to submit written comments conceming how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In thelr written comments. interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions: 

1. Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers elig ible for Lifeline support lo receive the addit ional S1 . 75 in federal support? 

2. Whet.'ier the Commission should set up a state Lifeline Program lo fund further 
reductions 1n the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether the Commission should modify lhe existing Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Commission file or require the carrier to file information with the 
administrator of the federal universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline 
plan meets the criteria set forth in 47 C.F R. § 54.401 (d)7 

By order dated October 16, 1997, the Commission set pubhc heanngs to receive 
public comment on the questions listed above. The hearings were held at the following 
times and places. 

RAPID CITY Monday, October 27, 1997. 1.00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior C,11 .. ens 
Center. 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SO 



PIERRE. 

SIOUX FALLS 

Tuesday, October 28. 1997. 1 ·30 p .m .. State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre. SD 

Wednesday, October 29. 1997. 9 ·00 am . Center for Active 
Generations. 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls, SD 

At its November 7, 1997, meeung, the Commission ruled as follows: On the first 
issue. the Comm1ss1on authorized intrastate rate reductions to allow ehgible consumers 
to recetve the additional S1 .75 in federal suppol'1 With respect to the second issue, the 
Convniss1on decided to not set up a state l.Jfeline program to fund further reductions at this 
time. On the third Issue, the Commission ehm1nated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and earners that have purchased J S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3.S0 reduction of local rates to low income OJStomers age 60 and over. The Comm1s.sion 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission ordered that staff, in consullahon with the carriers, develop a standard form 
for sell<ertlfication; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to J~ ary 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new customers: and that the carriers make the forms available 
to any person e< entity upon request On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
earner be required to file with the FCC the information demonstrating that the carriers p lan 
meets the appl icable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on. Further, that the carriers include 1n their annua l report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lrfehne and Link Up support 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
neanngs, me Commission makes me rouowmg Find ings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
{TAP) The o.Jrrent stat.e Link Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up Amenca program 
The Commission implemented these programs ,n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its Decision and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued in Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
of the lovestiaatio0 into lroPlemeotat,on of a JeleQhoae Assistance Piao for South Dakota 
CystorocG. Exhibit 1 at page 1. Sub sequent buyers o f U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs (g at pages 1-2. 

ti 

The amount of TAP assistance is S7 00, S3.S0 of which is federally funded, with the 
rema1nrng S3 SO funded by the local 1elecommu01cations earner. Jg. at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was onginally allowed 10 charge a surcharge 10 fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up lhat right 1n Docket F-3647..S. lo the Matter of the Pubhc Uttlltjes 
Comm1ss100 lovestigahon 1010 the Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on South Dakota 
Uhlihes Exhibit 5 . In order to receive the TAP assistance. a member of the household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and participate In either lhe food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program. Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The Link Up Amenca program p,-ovides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subsaiber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum of 
S30.00. 1,1. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance. a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependant for federal 
income lax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). Id. The Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. 1,1. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
45. Jo She Matter of federal-State Joint Board on universal Service, adopt.ad May 1. 1991. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an ad<frtional $1.75 in federal support 
if the slate commi!>Sion approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403{a). Adcfrtional federal Lifeline suppor1 In an amount equal to one.half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed S7 .00) is also available. Id. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal stipport for Link Up will continue lo be a 
redud.lon in the tc-lecommunlcations earner's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer connection charge or S30.00. wtuchever is less. 47 C.F.R. § 
S4413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there 1s no S1ate Lifeline or l.tnk Up program. a 
consumer 1s eligible for support if the consumer participates 1n one of the foll0W1ng 
programs: Medicaid; food ~ ; Supplemental Security Income, federal public houStng 
assistance: or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 47 C.F.R. §§ S4.409(b) 
and S4.41S(b). In addition, if there is no state Lifehne or Link Up program. a customer 
must cenify under penalty of perjury th81 lhe OJSlomer is rece1v1ng benefits from one of lhe 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the camer if the rustomer cease'\ to participate 
in such program or pr ~rams. Id. 

VII 

The first ,ssue 1s whether the CommlSSton should approve uitrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers ehg1ble fot Lifeline suppon to receive the add1honal $1 .75 in federal 
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&Jppclft The Commission finds that lt shall authorize int·astate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing loca.l exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal suppor1. Thus. the total amount of 
federal support is SS.25 per eligible customer. 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Commission should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further redudions at this lime. 

IX 

The third issue Is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it shall eliminate the existing TAP program that requires US WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to tow Income 
customers age 60 and aver. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. Smi 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 
The effect "following the FCC rules and not instituting fur1her state funded reductions Is 
that lhe FCC eligibility requirements and self~ification requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard fonn !Of self· 
certification. The carriers shall send these fonns to each customer prior to January 1, 
1998. The earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue is whether the Coovnisslon should file. 0< in the altemative, require 
the carrier lo file information with the fund administrator. Smi 47 C.F R. § 54.401{d). The 
Coovnisslon finds the carriers shall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier send an Informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report 10 the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The C'.ommission has jurisdiction OV1!J( this matter pursuant 10 SDCL Chapter 49-31 , 
spedfically49-31-1.1, 49-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31-7.1, 49-31-11 . 49-31-121 , 49-31-12.2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 

4 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.403{a), the Comrmssion authonzes intrastate rate 
reductions for el1g1ble telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the add1t1onal S1 75 in federal support. 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reductions at this time. The existing South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive. on 
January 1, 1998. The Convnission staff, in consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard fom, for self-<:enification. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon requesL 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.40 1(d), the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required lo file that information demonstrating that the came(s plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational CIJf1'/ to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive Lrfehne and Link Up support. 

It is there.!ore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
tel\?COmmurncations companies providing local exchange service 10 allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional S1 .751n federal support; ; 1d rt ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission will not set up a state Lrfellne program 
to fund further reductions at this lime, and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program; that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff, in consultation Wlth the carriers, develop a standard form for self
cert1ficalion; that the carriers shall send these forms to a ll of their cus:omers prior to 
January 1, 1998; that .ne carriers shall also send a form to each of their new customers; 
and that the carriers make the forms available to any person or entity upon request: 'Ind 
it is 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that lhe earner shall file w,th the FCC the infomiation 
demonstrating that 1he camel's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner 
send an 1nforma11onal copy to the Commission The carriers shall also include in their 
annual report to the Commission the number of subscribers who recerve Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this LI ti.day or November, 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 




