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MISSION 

Kcru..:bc,: I ckphonc t'o • Inc ,, cnclos,nl:! a R"IU<",t for dc)1gnauon ns an "chg1blc: 
1clccomm,m1C'11linns C'orricr' (·t: IC") Kcnnclx:c I ckphonc Co .• Inc. has Wlll\lmcd universal 
service obh1:>111ons tor the :uca 11 'il.."T'e~ wld m,'Cts the c:ntcno for E I C dcsign.'\11nn m accordnnce 
"llh kdcml rci;ul:111nns. except ll,r the 1<.-qum:mc:n1 ror ·1011 contrul" sc"i c Kennebec 
1 clcphonc: l'o .. Inc .• along w11h otht-r.. Ill 1hc mdu., uy. is in the pruccs~ of cxuminin11 1hc "toll 
control" 1s.1.a.: his cc:rlllin tllllt lhc: provision of 1111 ~ scn•icc ;is outlined in the opplicnblc FCC 
rut ..... \\ill rc:qum: u b.:ncr undcl:\l.mdang 01 the l·CC's 11111:nl n:l~li\t'. IO •1011 control" tJun cxiS1., 
'"'" Due 111 the umc m:,,,k-J Ill ~,udymg nnd JllO\ 1dmg the •ion conunl" serviec:. Kenne~ 
Telephone Co .• Im: I\ also cnd1Nni; licrc\\itl1 o n.-quc:sl for a 1cmpora,v \\"J1vcr ofthc: -1011 
comrot· sen 1cc rc<ju1n:me111 

l'lc:.l!k: conl.lll me with an~ quc:111oru. )OU lllll)' ha,c l't'b'Mlimg lhc5c ~ucsts 

11uml. you. 

Youn trul). 

~~9,J~ 
Odm~, Johmnonc 
Manager 



S0u1h Dikou 
Public Udli1ics Commission 
Swc C,pi1ol SOO E. c ~pi1ol 

Pim~. SD S7~01·S070 
Phour: (800) JJ2· 178~ 
Fu: (605) 77J·J809 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS 
fhH,1 • • U.. l•~ • IIOft.t ~ 111"'9.1 U\1l lht ConwnltJUOft ho fK'ffied fOt IM perioo Of 

06/13/ 9°7 ·through 06/19/ 97 
It y04.I nnd • con_.. copy of a Nano tu .cl.. OYefntghl u p,-.,Md. °' rN·~ to you., pf,t.•w conuct Ot_a..ine Kolbo Within hv• d.l y, o l ttM1 fdinQ 

DOCKET 
NUMBER 

TC97·076 

TC97,091 

TC97- t03 

TC97· 104 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Appi,ea:K)Oi by Jo.urney Telecom ln10,na110nal Inc lor a Ce111fica1e ol AulllOHty to opera1e as a 1etecommu~11Cms coinpar,1 
... ,1hi11 tne state or Soulh Dakota (Stall TliltZ: 

Aw11cn110n by Calls !or less Inc dibla Cll 101 a Cerufieate ol Autnonty to operale as e tel~commurncallOns companyW\lhin 
lhe Slale ol Soutn Dakota (Stall TSITZ) Apj)lk:anl $Geks aulhoncy to ong.,ato efld terminate ",ollastate 111traLATA afld 
1111erLATA calls 01 btrllnfJSS end reS!dentlal customers. to oper3te as a Tritlll!l and Oetxl (Prepaid Calll\lJ) Ca•d reseller, afld 
10 P,CMdO COCOT/COPT serw:e . _ 

AppkatlOn by Cl)'Slal Communlc:a1M>n1 Inc lor n Cel'llblo ol Authoray to operate RS a teltocommun~bOns company W1l!lln 
the stale of Soulh Dakota (Stall TS/TZ) Applicant seeks au1hority 10 piow:Je local telotommu'*1lt:ons seMCes and 
lnlornrchango tolecommunicabons 50MC(!S The Apol,canl 'MIi not oller on)' local telecommunicatJons sel\'lces Within., Rural 
T~tephon_c C_ompany HMCe ~,co without seek,r,g sepa181e Col'!mlsslon eulho, 

Applica!JOn by Ouintelco, Inc fOf a Cllr1lflcati! ol Aulhol1)' to opetate on a totocommunocaDoni company ...Wn lhe s11111t o! Soutn 
Dakota (Stall TS/TZ) App1tc11n1 · ,n1ends to subscnbe to and resell &II forms of inler-erchange ttno 1n1111,tncha"ile 
telecornmunicaoons seMCeS II lhe SUJle ol Sou!II Oai..oti indudong local cha! lone seMces Message Telephone Serw:e. 'Node 
Area Tele.phone SeMc:e, WATS-»<.e seMCes toe~ orchange serw:e. pnv~te hnn oo Unes access seMCe cellular sorvlee 
loal s...,tched s«1rw:e and olhor ••Mtes and laalllles of communieaDons common camo,s and (l_lh_e_en!JbH • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lntraslilte Tcloph,one Company, tnc pursuant to , 1 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby se.tks onsignabOn nan ehg1blo 
toletommun,callons carrier •~n me tocal o,cnang, areas lhut con.1111110 1111 seM<e area on Saulh Dakota lnuastale 
Telephone Coonpany ,s tho 1ac,t,ue~·b3Sl-d local O\ Change came, presenlly PIOVldJIIQ local otehange lelecommunteations 

DATE 
FlLED 

06/13197 

06117197 

06/19/97 

06,19197 

TC97.077 I se,.,.._ ,n tile lotto,w,g t•Changes II Soulh Oa~ou, 8radllly (78,4) ~ 1 (793). Ct irk (532), Florence 175!). Hayll (783), I 06 t 3'97 
lake Norden (785), Waubay (9<47) We!)Stor (34~) Wlllpw La~e (~$) ~119 8,Y@OI (Ci2ll) lnll~Sl!!lo Tali P!looe C11m1>,1ny 10 
ots l<nOWtedge. 15 lhe only carnor loday p10'.0d1ng local e, changu tetecommul'IICllllOns UMC1'5111 tne above odenltfied exehon<Ja 
11,~as (Sb1tt H811(C' 
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INT£RVENTION 
DEADLINE 

07/01197 

07/07197 

07/07/W 

07/07197 

07/07197 



lnlemaie Telecomm11'11Cal10nS ~ra!IVe Inc pursua.nt to , 1 USC 2 1'(e) and , 7 CFR S4 201 hereby ueud~nallOn 
H an ehglble lelecommunlcabOns camer Within the local e1chnngo arcu 1h11 consOtule AS seMCe 1111111 South Dakota 
lhtemato TelocommunicJtbons Cooperawu " the laalrties-bascd local c,chn!>(l~ earner p111sonlly piovldlng local e1ch1noe 

TC97-078 
tolocommuniullOns semcH •• tho lollowlng er ehangos In South Oakota COO<IVM (795) Cloar Ln~e (87• ). Cary (272) 

06/13197 07/07197 
Esteb (873) Btandt (876) Astona (832) Tor onto (794) West HondrlCQ (' 79) Elkton (~2) White (629) Broolungs Rural 
(693) Sin•• (826), N undalRuU•nd (586) W enlWOM (483) and Che$ter (489) lnlerslale Tttecommunouuons Coe~11M 
to a l(nowlodge ts tho only earner today p,Q\1d!ng local u change telecommuncabOns •eMCa III the above ,cfonD!~ 
e, chariae areas (Stan HBll<C> 

Wt>tlo Rr,or Coopo,111M1 Telophone Company pursuant to 47 USC 21 , (11) , oo '7 CFR ~4 201 hereby su~s des,gnabOn n 
on eig,lll<, 1,1ecommu111C11taon1 c11ne, Wlllwl the loeat eachange 11e.s that conSlltute lb seMCe a,u III Soum Oa~ola Wnt 

TCW-080 
Rr,er Telel)hone II l!Mt ~bai«l local u change ca111er prc.entty p,CMd.l>g loc.al e.ch1nge telecommunocauons serw:es 06. tfi 'i' 071)11!17 
111 ll>e 1ollowwlg eacha~es 8'k)cl {2U ) Buffalo (375), Camp Crook (605-71171 •ncl (406-972) l.leadoN f788) und Sorum (866) 
WCSI RMI! Telephone 10 its lcnowle<lgo, 15 tho only earner today piOVldlng local e•chango lelecommun,ca~ons soMCe\ ,n the 
nbove ldenbfltld eteh1nn11 areas ! Staff HBll<C> 

:.u,.i.n. T~t..communcallOnS lnr: pur,uantto 47 USC 21 4(&) and 47 CFR ~ 201 hereby seek$ des,gnat,on as an et,g,ble 
1e1~ommunoc11bon1 earner Wll/,on Ule l.,c,J o•Ch1nge arou U,ij\ cons111uto lb semce area in South 0 1~011 Stat~lon• l'l lne 

TC97-C81 t1 c,,,t,e1 ba~ed local o, cnango c.iroer prosenUy c,ov,d,ng local ~ .h&nge 1etecommun.c1 t10ns ser,,cei on u,e tollow,ng 0016197 07,07 <J7 
e,cnanges Nowon <•561. N...,3na (257) and L~mmon (60S-374) and (701 -376) Statehno torts knowte<lge II tlle oory earner 
tod4Y c,CMd.nn local e•ehanno tetecommun1eauon1 seMCes In the abOVo ldenbfied e, cnanne areas 1S11tt HBl!(C1 

Accent CommunocnbOns Inc pursuant to , 1 USC 21' (11 ,111<1 47 CFR 54 201 nereb)' ,ee~s de$<Qnar,c,n as an et,g•llle 
tctecommunoc1b0n1 earner w,U,,n tne local erchange areas that constlluto its 1eMCe area Accent cs the ra~ bos4KI 

TC91 083 o, change c:erner p,osontly proV'lcl,ng tocet e•Cha!>(lo to•ecommuniutlOns HMCOS In the tollow,ng e, changes B"'1ol (492) 06 17'97 07107197 
Doland (635) , Freo ·ncl< (3 29). Horta (994), North Hecla (701-992) ona Mellene (8117) Accunt tons , nowt4!Clge l'J lhu only 
earner todavlllCMd1t1n local ~r chorviu toleco'"mun1eat10n1 serv,ce1111 the Ub01(o ld.inbr.ed u, chan<•e ,nu s lSlatt HBICHI 

J.lmes Valley COOpolraw., Tt1lephont1 Compeny pursuart to , 1 USC 21 , (1) ancl , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby ne,, CleW9nation 
u an ehgrbl e tetecommunic:• toons eau><'r W!l/\4n u,e toc•t e,cn.ange aren tnat cons111u1c rt> seMCe 11n ,n South Oa~o,a 
James Valley Cooperaovv Tolepl\ono Comp,my II tne la0t,tie, oas..a e•change ca,,,., pru,enUy p,o..o,ng ltKal e,cnang~ 

TC07~ tc,lrcommunco!loM so~a ,n tne lollow,ng e, changos ,n South Oa~otn AndOYer {299) Clarcmon! (294) Columblu (3961 06 1111; 07'07197 
Con,i., (382) Fornoy (39~) G101on (397) Hou(jhlon (US) aoo Tunon (897) J11mes Vall•y CooJl<jratNe l elvi,hvno Comi,.mr 
to ,~ , nov,•eoge " the onl) cam.,, IOO• y p,OWI~ tocal t',cha~.;ic to!tcommun,u~o~ wMCe~ ,n It• ~1,o.,. cJ~ntf.,.J 
e, c11anne ar"u ISLIN HB-Cl-11 

Heartland Communoe.llOns Inc r<Jtw~n1 to , 1 USC 21'(el and '7 CFR S. 2011tt1t!,y\t'~~sllt'S.Jnat.on ~• • n • 1'11•1•'~ 
telocammunic: .. bOna carnet w,wn the local oachango nroa. tllat consOtute 11, 1urv,ce nru• ,n Soutn 0 .. , 0111 Hnrllund 

TC97 OSS Commu1'IQI.'°~ "1/M! laQl,ll(>,o t .. ....i 1oc.,1 o•cNlnge camer 1><esentty p,ov,wng local e,cn,ino,· ttlecommun,c:pllofl\ ,~"""~ 06 171)' 07,07,~7 
'" the tollow,ng e•t hang~ ,n Soutr, Oa , o~ P1 .. nt 'Ce<ldt"' ll"I H11ari..11•J Comm .. ~ J boll> toll> , n0<""v<I\I~ ,. ,n. onl1 
.dfn,tf fod;w rvn-.,,,d,N1 loca fl • ·t..1~. 1t" tr-1tt-t~>fflffl11t"ICat.on, ~M' M'" tnf' abO'lit' tti~n• '>M .. , ch._, ,..,,,.. .tlf" .. t'\ tSt •" ..,9 CH 
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TC97-086 

TC97.087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97·090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

Midslato Telephone Company, Inc pursuanl lO 47 U.S C 214(1) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby ,eeu de&lgnnliOn as an ollg1ble 
lele<:ommutblions carrier wClw'I 11,e local ercllange areas that COOSliult1 b ~Mee area In Soulh Dakota M,e11111e Telephone 
Company Is lhe la~ loc;il Ol Chango carrior P,ffently prolllding local exchange 1e1ecommuoicali011$ sel\liees In the 
folla,wig ordlangn In South Dakota· Academy (726). Oetmonl (7711), Fl Thompson {24S). Gonn Valley {293), Klmball (778) 
New Holland (243). Pul<wana (1194). Stickney (732) and While Lake (249) r-.1ids1111e TelophOne Company, to ms knowtedge. 
15 lhe oo!ycarrier today p,CMdlng loeal e.<ehange toletommunlcal,cms seMCes in lhe abOve idenbfled e•cnange areas (Slllff 
HBIC'M 

Baluc Telecom Coopera!IVG pursuant to 47 U S.C. 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 he;eby ,ro~k$ dilslynalion as .n &hQble 
telocommunoca~ comet W!llwl lhe local eicehange oreas that cons11tute dS stMCo a1ea. Baltic Telecom Coope.rawe is lhe 
fac,hbos-ba~ local e, Change carnet presenlly prowling local excl\ange lolecommun;catiOns sOMCas on lhe rouow,ng 
CIJlchangos. Battie (S29) and Crooks (543) Baltic: Telecom Cooperative, to l!s know1edgo, ls lhe onlt earner loday p,olllding 
local orchonge telecommunicaliOns HMC~ in lh_e obOve ldenbfHKI exc/1.ange areas (Stall H81l<C 

EHi Plains Telecom, Inc pursuanl lo • 7 U S,C 21 4(eJ ar,d 47 CFR 54 201 heteby seeks de51gnaoon as an ebg,ble 
lelecommunlc:alions carrier Within lhe locel exchange areas that consllMe its seMCe area East Ptalns Telecom, lno is the 
tac,ll~es-based loc:al u change earner p,esently ptovidlng local ei change tetocommun,c;atx>ns seMCes on tho lo!IOYMQ 
orehangos Alcester (934), Hudson (984). and Easi Hudson (712-982) Ea.st Plains Telecom Inc , 10 ,ts knowledge. IS lhe only 
ca1rier today prollldln__g_local erchange tolecommunicatlons ser.;cos In the above odenbfied erch&nglirtt_as (Staff HM<C 

Wes1ern Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U.S.C 214(e) and 4 7 CFR 5-4 201 hereby sce~'S des,gnalion as 1n ~l<g,blo 
telecommunlcaoons came, w«nirl the local OIChange areas that ~IUI l!s5'-MCO area ,n South Dakota Weslern Telephone 
15 lho faollle$-based local orchange carrier presently p,Ollldang local e, change lelecommun;cations sennces In the follow,ng 
exdlanges. CrHbard (324). Faulkton (S98) and Onenf (392), Western Telephone, lo 115 knowtedge, ,s the only r arner today 

'OYldlng local e1chD11g_o _tefocommunlcatJons seMces 1n lhe above fdenuriC<l_llr change areas (S!nN H81l(C, 

Stocid>ofm-Slrandburg Telophonu Company pursuan1 to 47 U S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54,201 hereby seeks des,gna!Kln as 
an eligible telecommunications earner wrth111 lh@ local exchange areas lhet ~onsbtute rts seMCe aroa In South Dakota 
Stockholm is Ille faca1Ses.b3sod local oxchange carrier presonUy p,ovla,ng local exchange 1eJ11commuruca11ons srtMCes In lhe 
follOWlng ei chonges In Soutt, Ookola Stockhotm.Str.andburg (676, Rewlo (623) and South Shore (7S6) Stockhotm, 10 its 
knowtoogo, Is lhe onrv carrier tO<lay pro'lldlng local exchange telocommunleations 511\'lCOS In lhe above ld&nUrloo erehange 
areas (Staff HBiKC' 

Kennebec Telephone Co pursuant to 4 7 U.S C 21C(e) and 47 CFR Sc 701 heret.,, seeks des,gnallon as An C!hg,ble 
tolecommun,callOM carrier Wlthln lhe local e>.chonge areas lhal con$11111te rts seMCe areo In South Dakota Kennebec 
Telei,hol,e Co. is lhe tadiitios-bas&d local o, chango carrier presenuv provldJng local erchange lelecommurucobOnt seMCes 
'"lhe IC>Uo,w,g exchanges Kennebec (869) and Pte&ho (89S) Kennebec Telephone Co , torts knowledge, iS lhe only carrier 
todoy 1><Cl'o'ldlng loe11I wrchango telecommunic:allons S6MCM In lhe allQvo ldenbficd eichonge oreos_ t Slllft HBK: 

Jellerson Telephone Co., Inc pul'5uonl lo 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks deslgnaoon as an ebg•ble 
telecommunicaliOns carrier within the local ei ahanga areat lhal consb1ute Its seMCo area In Soulh Dakota Jetforson 
Telephone Co • Inc.. ,s lhe laaWes-based local o.rchange earner presently p,ow:trng loca.1 erchang& lolecommunlcatiOns 
S&MCes in lhe follo,,;no 01change Jelfe™>n (966) Jellerson Telephone Co . Inc,, 10 its knowtodge, 1$ I/le only carrier today 

o\'lding IOCll; &.11"...hnngo tel&communoc1111ons ser.-s on 11,e above rdenbtioo P~cl)anqe areas (Staff HBIC 
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06/1 7i97 07i07197 

06 17:'97 07i07/S7 

06117'97 01/07197 

06111'97 07/07197 

06/H/97 07i07/97 

06/ 18'97 07107197 

06/18197 07i07197 



Sully ButtH Telephone Coopetal!Ve, Inc pU<auant 10 , 1 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR s, 201 het•by l<!oks dfflgnalion nan 
elig,tM t~bOnS c:.1t1e1 Within !he loc:al exchange a,eas !hat conslilUle ftS ser,,u area Sully Bunes TelepllOn• is 
th e lec,111ie .. buod loc:al e<Change c:a11ie1 p,ewn!ly p,ov,d,nQ local • •change tolecommunoc:allOns HMCH on 1111! loltowinQ 

TC97,094 o>Changn Wosl Onida (264), HCchcoc:k (266). Seneca (436). Tol,toy (442). Onaka (447) W lmd>g!on (459) Langford <• 93), 06/19 97 07/07/97 
Roshoft (S37). Tul11e (S96), H,ghmolo (952). Hanold (975). RH H~hts (943), Hoven (949) Blunt (992) ond East Onod~ (973) 
Sully Buttes Tolephont , lo rtl knowledge, ls ihe only c:.1oor today p,Ollicl,ng local ert:hangt 1olocon1mun1eat1ons seMCo. In lhO 
above ldenbfiod 11c:ha11ne aren 1s1alf HBICHI 

Venture ConvnunocallOns Inc pu111uant lo '7 U SC 214(eJ and 1.7 CFR 5' 201 h•reby se«Q d11..gna110n as an elog,t,le 
l.elecommun,c:alk>ns c:a111e1 Wlllwl !he IOall erc:hano• a,,., !hat consldute rtl seMCt erea Venwre Communiea11o.,. 11 cne 
lacdrlies-bued local • • Chango t a11111 p,esenUy p,Olllding loc:al 11, c:hange telecommunications )Of\'!CH on lho IOIIOWlflll 

TC97 095 exchanges OnlOa (258) Bowdle (285). Roscoe (287) Pierpont (325), Bntton (44 8), Bntton, NO (701 443) Roslyn (486). 06119"37 07107197 
Wessington Spmg1 (539). Selby (649). Ge~ burg (765) and Lebanon (768) Venture Communicati0n1 10 Its know1eogo IS 
111e only carnu, today l)fOYld,ng IOctll c.11chaJ100 telecommunlealions seMCes ftl the 1bove 1<1enollecl c , chonge areas (Siar! 
HBtCl-0 

SANCOM Inc pursua1111o 47 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks de519nat1on as on tlog bit 1eltteommunica110n~ 
carno< WChl!I tho local e, e11, nge areas that toni.11Mo •s sef\'!Ce area ,n South Oakoto SANCOM ,s the! lacilllln-based local 

TC97,096 Cll change carr,01 P'IIMll\lrf prlMll>g local exchange 1e1ecorrunun1e.itions seNices rn lile lullo....ng llrttsangu on Souu, Oakola 06/19117 07117/97 
Wolwy (8&3) Pa1"'1on (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOtA to its know1odgo. ls tho only c1111iur today Pf Ovtd•ng local e>chnr,gu 
telecommunic1110ns serw:u on !he above ldennfied cii c:halV'le areas (Stalf HBICHI 

Sanborn Telephone Cooperallve puBuant lo , 1 USC 2 11.(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeu do"Unation as an ehgble 
1e1ecommunoc:a110n, came, wM•n tho local <tJChange areas 11111 con~U1e IIS seMC• are" rn SoUlh Oakou, Sanborn 

TC97 097 Tole~ • the t~b.lsod !Oc.11 om:luJnge ca111tr ptesenUy P1DY1d111Q IOcal e1d1ange 1elocommun1ea11<>n1 serw;es rn !he 06/19117 07 07197 
lollov,ing o•changCtS m Soul/1 Dakota Ethan (227) Mt Vernon (2l6), LetCher (2• 8J Fo1e1111:>urg (495), Al1o:.ian (527) 
Woon,ocl(et (796) end AIP!!"II (8'9J Sanbom Tolop,w,,o. 10 rtS knowtodgo ,s the unly came, loday ptO\'ldrng local o• changu 
telecommunacauons Uf\'!Ces in the above odenbfied o ... h anna areas (Stall HBICl-0 

BeteslOtd Munoopal Tttlephone Co purwanl 10 47 USC 214(e) and 1.7 CFR 5' 201 hereb, Helo.s d""llnallOn as an elog,blo 
lolecommuNCa!IOns came, w1lhln 111e local eachange areas Illa! constrtute its seMee are.- on So1111, Oal O!d Beresford TN 

TC97 098 11 the faol4>es l>ntt>d local e, change Cll11H!r p,osenUy p,CMd,ng local e, cnange telec.ommun.c:a!IOns MiMCClt in tne toliOWIOII 06 1nr 070797 
occhango Bureslord (763) Boroslorcl Tel to ~, knOWllldgo ,s ttrn only came, lod~y P<OWl"'O local ~, ch~ng" 
ICll&communlealJOns serw;es In lhe above idenufied eichanne AreAt (Stall HBn<CI 

~Obe11S County Tf!l&phontt Coope1aM Assooai.on pu-..nt lo 47 USC 2" (e) a!>CI 47 CFR 5' 201 ne,e11y SHh OHIQn•Dc)n 
os an ehg,bl• telecommunications earner Wllhtn lllt local tnchang• are.s tnu1 con,111u1e ~ M>MCe ar•" Pooerb Coun:., 

H.i/7-0 
Telephon1> CooperallYC! Auool!lon ,s Ille l1C1M.es-t>a'4!d local tt• change earner 1><HttnUy p,O\"d,ng loc~t ~,ch .. nge 061~9 '9: o;/07,i': 
telt,communcal!Ons ael\,ce,i, rn Ille luUoMng e.a,.;ngos NoM Ne"' Ellln!)ton NO (701 634) New £11,noton 16371 and co~.,,.. 
City (6S2) Rotktrt1 County Tolepnone CooporAtlVe ~SOCtJIJOn 10 n, knOWlodgo IS""' only earner !Oday pro111U1nu loco! 
~, cnnnnu 1el~cornmunka1NlM ,~rw:ns In th1> abow ia•nO~ed e, ,11~-o atAilS ,s,.,n HB.KCI 

PAGE 4 Of 6 



RC CommunJcalK>ns Inc puriuonl lo , 7 USC 214(e) ond , 1 CFR 5" 201 hereby seeks desognallOn as an ellglt>le 
telecommunlc:a!lons came, "'1lllll\ lhe local 111change areas that constiMe as MMCll aroa RC CommunlcallOns IS lhe fadlllllr,;, 

TC97-100 
b01ed loail oxchongo currier pr..senlly p10Vldl11g local eichange telecommunlcalions Sellllce$ In lhe following exchanges 06119/97 07/07/W 
NoM Veblen, NO (701-634). Wilmot (938), Peever (932). Veblen (738) and Sllmmn (394) RC Communk:allOns, to its 
ltnowtedge. is lho only earner today p1ollidlng loc~I exchange telacommunlcotions lMIIVICOS In the abCVe ldonbfied eichtngo 
areas. (Staff. HBIKCl 

Sp~trock Propoit,os, tnc puriudnt to 47 USC 2U(t) and 47 CFR 5-l.201 hereby seeks de-S1gna110n as an el,giblo 
tolecommunteaUOns carr1ar wnhln tho local e1chango a1ea, 11181 cons1Jluto !IS semce area In Soullt Dakota Sp11t1oci( 

TC97-101 
Prol)Clf1lCS, Inc 15 the laolrtJes-based loul nchOnga earner p1esenUy plO'l>tllng local exchange tolo~mmurllcations serviens 06119197 07/07/97 
11 Ille fc,tlo'Mng exchanges III South Dakota HowardJCarthage {7n) and Oldham/Ramona (482) Spl"rock Propertles, Inc .• 
to rts knowledge, Is the only e11rner loday providlng local erchango telecommurucabons servlc;es ln the above ldenbfled 
orchanne areas. (Stall. HBIKCl 

Splrlrock T etecoo, Coope111wo, Inc:. pursuan110 • 7 U S C. 21 4(e) Md • 7 CFR 54 20 I hereby seeks deslg'laliOn as an eligible 
10lecommur11ealions carnc,r wilhfn the loe11I exchange areas that constitute lb Ml~ area. Splrltock Telecom Cooperel!Ve, 

TC97-102 
Inc rs the faeilrties-based local o•change carrier Jl(esontty Jl(ovlding local orchange lolecommunlc:aboll$ services In lhe 06119197 07/07r'97 
fotlow;ng exchanges· Brandon (582) and Gauetson (60$-594) and (507·597). Splruock Tole~m Cooperative, Inc., lo its 
knowtedgo. Is the only carrier today prollkl,ng local u chango lelecommunlcabons soMces In the above idenbfiod e..change 
areas (Staff HBIKC) 

Tri-County Telecom, Inc pursuanl to ;,7 U.S C 214(e) 11.nd 47 CFR 5-l 201 hereby seeks desognabon es on eligible 
teleeommumcatiOns earner wrtnin the loc.at eJJ:hange Areas that cons11ture its sell/ice area In South Oak.Ola Tri-County 

TC97-10S 
Totecom, Inc. rs tho ladlrtlcs-based local e•change carnor p1esenlly p1owing local exchange tolecommunleatJOns serviees 06119197 07/07197 
in the following erehonges fn South Oakola Clayton (825) and Emery (443) Tri-County Telecom, Inc . to tts knowtO<!go. ls 
the only earner today p,OV!dlng local oxchango tolocommunlcabons serw:os In the ebOve idenllfied exchange areas (Staff 
HBICH) 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

u S WEST Communications, tne. fillld for approval by tho Commission the Type 1 Paging Agreement belWeen KJAM MoboJe 
P~ and u S \MaST ,."'5 Agreement was reached lhrough Y01un1,1ry negobalions wrt11ou1 resort to medlalion or ort:i.trabon 
and ts 1ubmlttnd for approval pursuant ro SectJon 252(e) of the Communlcations Act ol 1934, as amended by the 

Tc:97-079 Telccommumcabons Act or 1996 l<JAM Mobole Paging and US WEST fuMor re<iuest that tho Commission approve this 06/16/97 07/07/97 
Agreement Without a heanng end Wllhoul allow,ng the inton,onlion of other parties. Because this Agreement was rear;hod 
through voluntary negoballons. t does nol raise ,uues roquirtng a hearing and doe$ not conc:-em other parties not a part ol the 
nonoaabon. E...,.,Jl1K>us aooroval would further tht1 oublic lntores1.· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST CommulllClllions filed tariff uioelS that remove references to exchangos that hove been sold by U S WEST The 
TC97-082 sale was ellectrve June 1, 1997 In addi110n, this ftling Includes some text chang11s and dean-up Items U S \MaST has 06/17197 NA 

,-uestod an elfecwe doto of Juno I 1997 lor tl\lS lllino /Slaff· OJICH'I 
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I En~! Plaln, T~l11com In~ on Juno 13. 1997 I NA I H~ 
Ml:~Hotkt t·~ c.,,--_ ..... _. ......,... 4 WDI.,..,..........,. _ _.. f ..... ll.iir .. .-. 11"'•..,,.,...» ... , .... ~ ""ft"•~"- (-.......fl li!II f~,t.r,.-., ; ._....... v.-· -11 '•• ., ... ~ .t,,,_.. ..... ,:.__...,.._, 
., ffl U).llOt 
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So«tleV~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
SIik Capitol Bu11du,g. .SOO E&sl C1p11ol Avmue, Pkffc. Sow, Dakota S750t -S070 

October 1, 1997 

Mr. Rldlard 0 . Coil 
Executive Oirodor 
SOITC 
P. 0 . Box57 
Pietro, SO 57501 

RE: Eligible Telecommunications Carrier applicallon, TC97-092 
Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. 

Dear Mr.Cott· 

The abov~relerenced application has been reviewed by lhe stall of !he Public Utilitles 
Commission The foltow,ng additional lnfonnation Is needed in order ror the Commission l o 
consider this apptJGation: 

1. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R 54.101(a)(o4), single-party service or 115 functional equivalenl must 
be made available by an Eligible 'r elecommunicallons Carrier (ETC) to rece,ve universal 
service support mechanisms. Does the abov~referenced company have this service? 

2 Pursuant 10 47 C F.R 54.405 and 54.411, l.Jfeline and Link Up SOMCes must be made 
available by an ETC 10 qualifying low-income conaumers. Does the applicant company, as 
referenced above, make these services available to qualifying consumers? 

3 . Please provide a verification by an au1honzed officer. under oalh, 10 the Commluion ,n 
whieh the 0Pl)lic:an1 represents to lhe Cornm!ssion that lhe fads staled in the Request for ETC 
Designation and the response 10 data request nos f and 2. above, are truthful. 

Please respondbyOc:tober 14, 1997 Upon rece,pl of lhts information. ii wiU be evaluated by 
staff and the matter win bo scheduled for conslderauon by !he Cornmis!OOl'I Thank you f« 
your attenllon 10 this matter, 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA. 

s,ncerety, ~ 

~ '- ~ .. 
Camroo Hoseck 
Slaff Attorney 

cc Hattan Bes1 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE A LINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY I 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMM UNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY I 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTER&TATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97--068 

TC97-069 

TC97.070 

TC97.071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97.075 

TC97-0n 

TC97-078 

TC97.080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO .. INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO •• INC. 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

SULL y BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM. INC. 

2 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97--085 

TC97--086 

TC97--087 

TC97--088 

TC97--089 

TC97--090 

TC97--093 

TC97--094 

TC97--095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

RC COMMUNlCATIONS, INC. 

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES. INC. 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

AR!lo10UR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

3 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-097 

TC97-098 

TC97-099 

TC97-100 

TC-97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97-105 

TC97-108 

TC.97-113 

TC97-114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) TC97-125 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/B/A ) TC97-130 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIBIA ) TC97-131 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-154 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. TC97-155 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-163 

THREE RNER TELCO TC97-167 

The South Dakota Pubhc Utthties Commission (CommiSSIOO) rec:e1ved requests from 
the above captioned telecommun1ca11ons companies requesting designation as ehg1ble 
telecommunicat,ons earners 

The Commiss,on electtol'IICally transmitted nottce of the fihngs and the 1nten,entton 
deadhnes to ,n1erested ,nd,v,duals and en111tes On June 27, 1997 the ComnusslOC'I 
recetVed a Pet1t,on to lnteNene from Dakota Teleoommun1cat,ons Systems. Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom. Inc (DTI) with reference to For1 Randal' Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15 1997, at ,ts regularly scheduled meeting the Convmss,on granted 
interventlOll to DTS ano DTI ,n Docket TC97-075 No other Petitions to Intervene were 
filed 

The Comm,ss,on has µisdid100 over th,s matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 
and 49-31 including 1-26-18 1-26-19 49-31-3 49-31 -7 49-31 -7 1 49-31-11, and 47 
USC § 214(e)(1) through (5) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows (1) whether the above captioned 
telecommun,cat,ons companies should be granted des1gna11on as ehglble 
telecommun1ca1,ons camers and (2) wnat servtce areas shall be established by the 
Comm,ss,on 



A heanng shall be held al 1 30 PM . on Wednesclay November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412, State Capitol. Pierre South Dakota It shall be an a<'Versary proceeding conduded 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attomey These 11ghts and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
If not exercised at the hearing If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing the Final Dec1s1on will be basod solely on the 1es11mor1 and 
ev1dence prOVKfed. if any, dunng the hearing or a Final Decis100 may be 1ssue-.1 by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the heanng the Commission will consider all evidence 
and teS11mony that was presented at the hearing The Cornrn1sston wlll t11en enter F1nd1ngs 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this mailer As a resul t of this 
heanng t•e Comm1ss1on may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
cap!looed telecommumcattons companies requesllng des19na1ton as an ehg1ble 
telecorrYnuntcaltonS camer. and the Comm1ss1on shall establish service areas for ehg1bte 
teleconvnun1cattons earners The Cornm1SS!O(l0 S decision may be appealed by the par11es 
to the state C1ro.i1t Court and the state Supreme Coun as prov1<Jed by taw It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a heamig shall be held a1 the time a!ld place specified above on 
lhe issues of whether the above capuoned telecor-mumcations companies should be 
granted des1gna1Jon as e1tg1ble tetecommumcat1ons earners and the Commission shall 
establtsh service areas for eltg1bte telecommumcallons earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with D1sab11tt1es Ad. lh1s heanng 1s being held ,n a 
physically accessible tocauon Please contact the Publtc Ut1h1tes Commission a1 1-800· 
332-1782 at least 48 hours poor to the heanng 11 you have special neecls so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Dated a1 Pierre, South Dakota, this 

n,. _....., .... ...., -· ..... -____ tocu,_. .. _. 
of fKord lrt thk doc:UI. 0 IHl41d CM tfw CIOC1eC 
Mf"ltQ "'·by,~ Of',,.,"'"&,, fflliil. lft 

"'-" -.. -............ ... ·~· ---;r . :./ 
By AJJ'f ;(j/J:J:r ';d ttJ 
o.. •. ~ 1-LJ-2)-12_ 

Ot"f lCIAL Sf At. 

•• 

ri 7 day of November 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1s51oners Burg Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Executtve Diredor 
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THE PUBLIC UTILITI ES COMM ISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOOTH DAKOTA 

------------------
J N THE MATTER OF THE PILI NGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMPAN lES FOR DES I GNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNI CATIONS CARR IERS: 

VIVI AN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECO MM UNICATIONS 
COOPERATI VE, I NC. 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMM UNICATIONS, I NC . 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNI CAT IONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOC IATES , I NC . 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE , I NC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMU NICATIONS 
COOPERAT I E, I NC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATE LINE TELECOMM UNI CATIONS , I NC. 

ACCENT CO MM UNICAT I ONS INC. 

J AM ES VALLEY COOPERAT IVE TELEPHONE 
COMPA NY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, I NC. 

BALTlC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

£AST Pl,A I NS TELECOM I NC. 

) 
RECEIVED 

I DEC O 2 1997 
) 

~OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
1UTILITIES COMMISSION 
) 

) TC97-0G i 
) 
) TC97 -069 
) 
) 

I 'l'C97 -070 
) 
) 

I TC97 - 071 
) 
) 

I TC97 - 07J 
) 

I TC97 -0 74 
) 

) T C9 7-075 
) 

) TC97 - 077 
) 

) 

) TC97-078 
I 
I 
I TC97-0 80 
) 

I 
) TC97-0 8J 
) 

) 7C9 7-083 
) 

) TC97 - 08 .; 
) 

I 
I TC97-085 
I 
l TC97 -086 
1 
) TC97 -087 
) 



l 

2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM- STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KEN NEBEC TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

S JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE , 
INC. 

1 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATIONS , I NC. 

SANCOM, I NC . 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNI CI PA L TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIV E ASSOCl ATl ON 

13 RC COMM UN!CAT I ONS, I NC. 

14 S PLITROCK PROPERTIES, I NC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATI VE , I NC. 

l 6 TR I · COUNTY TELECOM. l NC. 

l7 FAITH MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR INDEPEKDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPA1'Y 

I 9 
BRIDGEWATER CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 

,O TELEPHONE COMPANY 

'; I UN I ON TELEPHOt: E COMPANY 

21 MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

. ' 
KA DOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

BR t &:Ncs MU~! "!PAL TELEPIIONE 

) TC97·08 9 
l 
) TC97 ·090 
) 

) 

) TCt'1-092 
) 

) TC 97-093 
) 

) TC97-09 4 
) 
) 

) TC97-0 95 
) 

) TC97-096 
I 
) TC97·0 9 7 
I 
) TC9 7·0 98 
) 

) TC97-099 
I 
) 

) TC97-100 
) 

) TC97 - 101 
l 
) TC97 · 102 
) 

) TC97· 105 
) 

l TC97· 108 
) 

) TC97 • 113 
I 
l 
I TC97 · 1H 
) 

I 
I TC97 • 115 
) 

l TC97-:!7 
) 

I 
I TC97•121 
I 
) TCQ 7 12S 
l 
) TCQ7 130 

2 
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HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON CO MM UNICATIONS INC. , D/B/ A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RI VER TELECOMM UNICATI ONS 

.; COOPERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNICATI ONS CO. 

6 US WEST COMMUNJCATI ONS, ! NC. 

7 THREE RfVER TELCO 

--------------------------------------

3 

) 
) 

) TC97 · 131 
) 

) 
) TC97 ·15 4 
) 

l 
) TC97·15S 
} 
} TC97 • 163 
l 
) TC9 7· 167 
) 
) 
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9 
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11 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES GQMM!SSION 
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13 

15 

16 

17 

PUC COMMISSION: 

18 ~QMMISSION STAFF 
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No vembe 19, 1997 
1:30 P . M. 
Room ~ 12. Capitol Building 
Pierre. South Dako t a 

Jim Burg, Cha irman 
Laska Schoenfelder. Commissioner 
Pam Nelson, commissioner 

Rolaync Ailts Wiese 
Ca m::on Ho seck 
Ka ::en Creme r 
Harlan Bes t 
Bob Knadle 
Grego ry A. Rislov 
David Jacobson 
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s 

P R o c E E P I N G s l 

2 

3 started. 

CH AIR MAN BURG: Okay. We'll go ahead a nd get 

I' ll begin the hear i ng ! o r the d ockets 

4 relating to the eligible telecommunication s c arrier s 

S designat io n. The time is appro x ima tely 1 :50 . The date 

6 is No vember 19, 1997; and the locat io n o f Lhe hearing 

7 is Room 412, State Capitol , Pierre, South Da ko ta . 

8 I am Jim Burg. Commission Chairman . 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoen fe lder a nd Pam Nelson are 

10 also present. I'm presiding o ver t his hea ring. The 

11 hearing was noticed pursuant to t he Commission's Or der 

12 For and Notice o f Hearing issued No v embe r 7 , 1997. 

13 The issues at this hear i ng shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

15 telecommun icat1ons company should be g ran t~d 

16 designation as eligible tel e communications c ar riers; 

17 and, t wo , what service areas s hal l be established by 

18 the Commission. 

19 A'l parties have the r ight to he present and 

20 to be represented by an a ttorney. All persons so 

21 testi fy i ng will be s worn in an d subject to 

22 cross-examination by the parties . The Comm1ss1on·s 

23 final decision may be aopealed by the part i es to the 

24 State Ci r cuit Court and the State Supreme Cou r t. 

25 Rolayne Wiest will a c• as Commission 



6 

l counae l. She may pro vide recommended rulings on 

2 p r oc~dural and evident i ary matters. The Commission ma 

3 over ule its counsel's preliminary rul i ngs throughout 

the hearing . If no t overruled, the preliminary ru lings 

S wi ll become final . 

6 At th1s t ime I'll turn lt over to Rolayne f or 

7 th!' hearing . 

8 MS. W[£ST : I'll take appearances o f the 

9 parties . R1 ch , who do you represent? 

10 MR . co :T . I'm here today represent1ng all o f 

11 t h e SD ITC member compan ies, and also Kado ka which ha s 

;2 rec ently applied ! or membership with the coalit i on . 

~3 And Dar l a Roger 1a •• ere representing s o me co111pan1es, 

l ~ nd I guess she coul d 1nd1cate f o r the reco rd wh i ch 

:s ones sne•s repre s -n ~1n9 

MS ROCl:.RS : · ~ here represent1ng Va lley; 

17 S;oc k holm Strandburg: co:den We st. includ1ng Vivian : 

:s ~nd Sull y B~tte s and Ve ntu re . 

MS 10 EST Co~ld you repeat thos e a9a1n ? 

20 I val le y, S t oc kholm·Strandburg, V1v1an, Golden West . 

21 

.. . _ , 

Ventu re 

MS . ROG ERS : Gold en West, Sully Buttes and 

MS WlEST : US West . 

MR HEASTON: Bill Heast on and Ta mny W1 lka 

ZS t o r US Wes~ Commun1ca ~1ons . 



7 

l 

2 

MS. CREMER : 

MR. HOS ECK: 

Ka ren Cremer, Commission staff. 

Camron Hoseck , Commission 

3 sta f f. 

4 MS. WIEST : We have had a request to cake one 

5 of these dockets first and chat's TC97-075 . Oo any of 

6 the part i es want t o make an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

a Why don't you proceed with 075 Lhen. 

9 MR . COIT: Sure, that's fine. : really don't 

10 have an opening statement. There are a coup le of 

11 exhib i ts that we would like to admit . And I understand 

12 there's also been some letters sent to the Commission 

13 Lhat we would li ke to admit in to the record ao evide nce 

14 on the ETC questions . And that would be Exhibit Number 

15 1, which is the application of Fort Randall for ETC 

16 designation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

l7 o f Fo rt Randall to a data req uest from staff, dated , t 

18 believe, Octobe: 1st. And there are t wo letters. 

19 don't know if we've marked thos e yet. 

20 (EXH IBITS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MA RKED FOR 

21 rDENTIFICAT!ON. ) 

22 MR. CO IT : There are t wo othe r exhibits tha t 

23 have been marked Exhibit No. 3. Ka thy Marmet , is that 

24 the letter of Da k o ta or is Exh ibit 3 the letter. 

25 MS. MARMET: Exhibit 3 is the letter of 



1 

2 

3 

8 

Dakot a . 

MR. COIT: So the Exhibit 3 is the letter 

~rom Robert Marmet t o the Commiss i on, and Ex h1b1 t 4 is 

4 a le tter fr om Mi ke Bradley to the Commi ssio n . 

1 

8 

MS. WIES7: What's the date o! that letter, 

the let ter from Bradley ? 

MR . COlT: Nove mber 18th . 

MS. WiEST· Because I have on e dated November 

9 18th a nd onA the 19 t h. 

l 0 

ll 

MR co :T : think so. Is that right, 

Exhibit 3, is that the 19th ? Okay . I had a l e tte r 

:2 that was dated yesterday, b ut the o nes «e have marked 

l 3 ! 0 1 admissi o n today, l believe both the letters are 

:.; dated t.he !~ch. :O:o vPmbe: 19th. 

1 7 

: 8 

: C. 

~. -. 

MS . WIEST : So the letter !rom Mr. Bra dle y 1s 

MR. co:r , Yes . Sorr y a bout that. 

MS w·.-c: -

MR CC ;7 d o n't kno w why they·1~ dated 

Th~ :9th .s the o ne we're seeking 

adm: 'l s: o n o n. I be:1eve Yes, they ore 1dcnt 1co 1 so 

22 we':e seek i ng admissi o n o ~ the 19th le tter 

MS !oi :£S7 · th ink they're n o t e xactly 

24 identical but we'! ! 90 with t he 19th. Could I see the 

don't believe we got copies o f 
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1 that one. (Pause. ) So a t this time are y ou o ffe ring 

2 Exhibits 1, 2. 3 a n d 'I ? 

3 MR. COIT: Yes, that ' s correct . 

4 MS . WIEST: ls t here any objection to those 

5 exh i bits being admitted? If not, l, 2, 3 and 4 have 

6 been admi tt ed in TC97 -075 . Then at this time I would 

7 as k if a n y of the part1es ha v e a ny questi o~s pertaining 

8 to TC97 -075, including the Commiss ioners ? 

9 The Qnly question 1 would have, Rich, 1s on 

1 O t he ,:esponse to the data request, Exhibit 2 . Ar:d the 

11 first question it t a l k s about single par t y service. I 

12 guess i t ' s not abso lutel y clea r t hat it's available co 

13 a ll the customers the way that the statement is written 

1 4 and answered. 

15 MR. COIT: Oh. because they said d ~es the 

16 

17 

18 

! 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

above-referenced company have this s r vice . 

MS. WIEST: Right . 

MR . CO IT : Yeah, I guess that is correct. 

And I am not here today t o serve as a witness. 

MS . W ! EST: t-o. 

~ ~. CO IT: If that's a concern that you feel 

you need addressed, and I hate to say this. but I was 

led to believe tha t if there were some questions on 

appl1cations and there was not a witness here to answer 

25 chat, t hose questions coul d be dealt wi th bet ween now 
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l a nd December 2nd . There are wi tnesses here toda y for 

2 s o me of the other appl1cations. but the re is not a 

3 witness here today with respect co Fo rt Ra ndall's 

,; a ppl icati o n. 

s MS. WIEST: The only other thing I would 

6 suggest 1s that perhaps the ~ommission cou ld j ust have 

7 1t cl arified by another aff idavit fro m the person . 

8 CHAIRMAN BURG: We could a p p rove it o n t h e 

9 basis o! that c lar ificarion. 

1 0 MS. WlEST: A l ate - filed e x h 1b1t Jus t 

l! clar :fying t ha t s1nc e we are taking affidavits f r om t he 

12 witnesses on other issues. 

l 3 

14 

l 5 

16 

l 7 

lS 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

MR. COIT: I apprec i a te that o pt ion. 

MS . Wt EST: Otherwi se, are the re a ny other 

que s t ion s re l a t ,ng ~o 075? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Can we ma ke bench d ec i s i ons ? 

MS . WIEST : Staff wi ll h ave something coo. 

They'll h av e t estimony on al l o f the c a ses. Does staff 

want to g o n o w, o r d o y o u want t o go at the ve ry end? 

MR . HOS ECK: Or191na l ly we had planned t o g o 

after the a ppli c ants had . 

MS . WlEST: All the applican ts? 

MR . HOS ECK : Yes . And i f these are treated 

en mas s or s o mething f a ir l y close co that, then we 

25 wou ld be prepared to pu t on our c a se in a similar 



1 manner. 

2 CHAIRMAN BURG: That's fine . 

11 

3 MS. WIEST: Let's jus t go through them and 

4 

s 

6 

7 

then we'll have Har l an as the witness. Let's go back 

to TC9 7 ·068. 

TC97 · 068? 

Does anyone have any queations on 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Jus t a cl arificat io n . 

e data request response i s this ? 

9 MS, WIEST: Yes . That wou ld b e i n that 

10 pa c ket . 

What 

11 MR . COIT: Is there a c hance that we could 

12 conside r or dea l with thes e en ma ss as Mr. Hoseck has 

13 ind icated o r suggested? 

1 4 ~S. WIEST : I'd ra~he r not Just beca use o n a 

1S few o f them I h a ve a couple ques tions on s ome of them. 

16 MR. COIT: Okay . Should l go ahead and 

17 

18 

introduce the ~xh!btts ? 

~s w:ssT : Yes . 

MR cc :7 : W1~n respect to Docket TC97 -068 

Exhibi t No. 1 1s the a ctu a l 

£~C r•quest !.!~d by V1v1a~ Tel ephone Co~pany. And 

22 Exh1b1t No. 2 ls the respo nse o f Vivian Telephone 

23 Co~pon, to a data request from Commission s : a(f . We 

2{ wo ~1d mo ve ~he adm1ssion o f those exh i b its. 1 d o not 

2S hav~ tne da tes. l d o n't have them here with me . 
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l Okay . Yeah, t he date on t he Ex hibit No. l is 6 - 1997 , 

2 and the date o n the response to the data req uest i s 

3 10-14 - 97. 

s 

6 

CHA IRMAN BURG: 

MR. CO I T: 6 - 19 

6-9; rig h t, not 6- 1 9? 

6-9, e x cuse me. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Is there any o b 3e ct 1o n to 

7 admitting Ex hibits 1 and 2 1 n 068? :f not, t:hey've 

8 been a d - 1tted. Aga1n, Rich. on Ex hibit 2, the first 

~ questi on, .t says we pro vide s1ngle party serv!ce 

l O th r ough::n. t • 

l : cu&:o- •:-s ? 

: ; re re . ' we. _ 

DON I.KB , 

a s 110 -e o: 
:>on Le e 1s 

the o ther 

~a!!~d as a w.:ness . be1r.c t1rst duly s wo rn, 

was e x a - .neo and t esti !ied as f ollows: 

l6 w:es;; EXAX!NA7: 0N 

:~ Si' l"R co ::- , 

: o Cou:d yo ~ re spond to Commi ss1on counsel's 

21 question, please? 

A . Yes . The ans wer t o y ou r quest ion is, yes , i t 

23 do~s indicate :hat t hey provide serv ice pr ivat e line 

2q throughout : he study area. 

2S MS. WIEST : Single party to a ll c u stome rs ? 
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1 It's available to al l custome r s? 

2 A. Right. 

3 MS. WIEST : Than k you. That's the only 

4 question I have. Does anybody else have any questions 

5 for this wi tness for 068? If not, thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhibit l and 2. 069. 

7 MR. COIT : We would move the adm ission of 

e Exhibits No . 1 and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC request 

9 o r application dated 6 - 9-97 and respo nse to a staff 

10 data request da ed 10-14 -97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any objection? I f not, they've 

12 been admit ted . 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Excuse me , I do 

1 4 not have t he data request u p here with me fo r some 

15 re a son . I' m oorry about this, bu t 1 need to go back 

!6 and ask Mr . Lee abou t t he Lifeline, Link U~. t think 

1 7 was that covered 1n the data request? I'm sorry t o be 

:e behind t h e e19nt hal!. but l did no t have that and ao l 

: ~ need t o ~nov wnethe r ~n1s co~?any t s d o ing Lif e line, 

~~ ~ . n , ~ ? n ov o r vne:~er yo u need to - whet~er yo~ 

22 

;:, l Cot"p1n y ? 

2 ; 

Yo . re re!err.c; : o :he V?v1an ~e lephooe 

CO~v:ss : O~E? S CK0 E~FELD£R : 



1 A. Vi vi a n Telepho ne Company d o e s provide 

2 Li feline a nd Li n k Up throughout i t s system wi t h the 

3 except i on o f the Vivian Exchang e , and they antic i pa t e 

4 pro v ld-ng it in t he Vi v i an Exchange by J an u a ry 1, 

5 1998 

6 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Bu t a n ticipated 

7 a nd doing it a re t wo di ff erent t h ing s . And I think I 'm 

a going to have to be assured tha t you' r e eithe r go~ng t o 

S d o it o r that you' re 90109 t o a s k f or someth i ng froQ 

10 us. 

11 A . Do you wan t a coc~1tment :hat we w1!: do i t 

! 2 I by :hat dat~? 

l 3 CO~M:ss : o ~ EP SCHOENFE~OER: t th1.nk tha t' s 

1~ one o : the requ:re~en:s . ~! I'm reJd1n9 the Act r ight . 

:s A . Yell~ . 

: . CDMM: S~. ~ £R SCHOENFE~DER : And I t hin k 

!7 that's :mportant that we have t hat o n the record. 

;.,. Certainly. Comm1ss1oner . Th e answe r is . y es, 

!t :ney are com~!t ~ed : o pro v1 d 1n9 i t b y 1-1- 1 998. 

CO MM ISS : ONER SCHOENFELDER: Tha nk yo u. 

2! CHAI RMAN BURG : Ju s t a q uest ion, a general 

22 o ne on tha t . Or. the t oll , wha t d o we c a l l i t t oll 

:3 contro l? Do we need a state me n t o n t h o se . t oo , o r a 

request fo r a waive r? 

25 MS. WI EST: They d i d a c t u a lly request wa i ve rs 
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1 in their o riginal applicati o ns. 

2 MR. CO IT : I was at the conclusion o f going 

3 through , I guess, t he questions and so forth, I wa s 

4 basically·· before the Commission a cts on any of 

5 these, goi ng to restate the reqtest. But if the 

6 Commission has questions of Mr. Lee with respect to 

7 certain aspects of providing it, I would · · yeah, ! 

8 would suggest you go a hea d and a sk it. 

9 CHAIRMA N BORC: No, I don't have a p r oblem as 

10 long as we kno w a ll of them t hat's going to apply to. 

11 In other words, if it applies to every one of the m, 

12 then the statement at the end sa y ing it applies on all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if vou have some that 

1 4 already could d o the toll contr o l, we need to know 

15 t hac . 

16 

I d o ubc 1f there are any at this time. 

MR . COI T: No, we d o n't. And t he waiver 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

request is included in a ll the a ppl 1cat1ons. But just 

to ma ke sur-e ~t was r uled on, l was intending on 

br nging lt up again at the end. 

CHA!RMAN BURG: Okay . That's (1ne with me. 

MS . wa:s:- · Any ocher questions of th is 

w1 tness regardtng 068 and 069? !f not. we will g o to 

TC97-070. 

MR . CO IT: Again, I wou ld move f o r- the 

2S aom1s s1 on of two exh1b1 ~ s 1n TC97 -0 70 , and tha t is the 
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l ETC application o r request dated 6 - 10-97 and respo nse 

2 to s t aff ' s data request dated 10 - 97. 

3 MS . WI EST: Any objection? If not, Exh i bits 

.; 1 and 2 have been admitted . 

5 with regard t o this d oc ket? 

6 7 C97 071. 

Are there any questions 

I! no t. let's g o t o 

7 MR. COIT: We woul d move f o r the adm i ss ion o ! 

8 Exh1b1:s No. 1 and 2, :-equest f o r ETC status dated 

9 6·10-97 1111d response to data request o f staff dated 

MS. WIEST : Any ObJeCtton t o Ex h1bits l and 

Are ther-e any 

: ' ~~~•~: o ns regard~ng 7 C97-071? 

7C,'7 •0 7l 

If n o t, we will go to 

MR co:T· ~ e wou? d move ! o r the adm1ss1on o f 

Exn1b1t No :. ETC :-equest dated 6 11·97 and Exhibit 

: 7 ::o :-espor.sA ~o sta!! dat d :-equest dated 10·14 ·97. 

1 e MS. ,; :FST Any obJ ccc1ons to Ex h ib its l and 

·' not. they have been adm1cted. 

~ Any questions regard1na 073? 

.. MR . C0 :7 would note hat Dennis Law, wh o 

1s the currenc mana ger o f Sioux Valley Te lephone 

23 Company. 1s available 1! the Commissioners have any 

:?4 quest1-o ns. 

25 MS. WI EST: Any questions? If not. we'll go 
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l 

2 

3 

to TC97 -07 4 . 

MR. COI T : 

Exhi bit No . 1 . which 

We would move f or t he adm i s sion of 

is the ETC request dated 6 ·12-97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, response to st a f f da ta reques t dated 

S 10 - 31-97. 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there an y objections? If 

7 not, 1 and 2 ha v e been admitted. Are there a n y 

8 questi o ns conce r ning 07 4 ? I have t h e same question on 

9 this one, Rich, with respect t o the dat a r equest numb e r 

10 one. 

l l 

12 

13 

1 4 f iled . 

MR. COIT: Would an a f fid a vit b e a d equat e? 

MS. WIEST: Yeah, as f a r as a ll custome r s . 

MR. COJT: Okay . I will ma ke su r e t hat gets 

15 MS. WIEST : Any questions on 0 7 4 ? Jf not, 

16 le t 's go to TC9 7-077. 

17 MR. COIT: We would move for the admission of 

18 Exhibit No . 1, which ls the ETC request and that's 

19 dated 6·13 - 97. ~ lso move for admission of Exhi b i t No . 

20 2, which is a response to data request d a ted 10-9- 9 7. 

21 And there i> also an Exhibit No. 3 in this docket, a 

22 supplemental response to s t aff data request . It's 

23 dated 10 - 28 -97. We move the admission of all three 

24 exhibits. 

2S MS . WIEST: An y objection? If not. those 



1 th ree e x hibits h a ve been a dmit ted . Are t here a n y 

2 q uestions re gardi n g this docket? 

18 

3 MR. COIT: I believe Mr. Lee is representi ng 

4 ITC today a s well? 

5 MR. LEE: Tha t's right . 

6 MS. WIEST: Okay . Let's go to TC97-078. 

7 MR. COI T : We move fo r the admission of 

8 Exl1ibit No. l, which is the ETC r equest dat e d 6· 1 3-97 

9 and mo ve for the adm1es1on o f Exhibi t No. 2, which i s 

10 response co staf f dat a req uest dated 10 - 9-97. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any obJ e ction to those exhibits? 

12 I! not, they've been admi tted. Any questions 

1) conce rning this docket ? Let's go to TC97 -080. 

l~ MR . CO IT : We move fo r the a dmission of 

15 Exhibit No. l, wh1c' is the ETC request dated 6 · 16-97, 

16 and also mov e !or a dmission of response to staff dat a 

27 request Ex hibit No . 2. which is dated 10-1 4 ·97. 

:a MS . WIEST : Any o bJecti on to Exh1b1ts land 

19 2? lf not, they've been admitted . Any questions 

20 regarding this doc ~et ? If not, let's move to 

21 TC97 -0 8l. 

22 MR. COIT: We move f or the adm1ss .on of ETC 

23 request da t ed 6 - 16 - 97, which 1s Ex h 1b1t No. l, and a lso 

2 4 Exhibit No. 2, res?onse co sta ff d a ta request. dat e d 

25 10·15 - 97. 
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MS. WI EST: Are the re any objections t o land 

2? If n o t, they 've been admitted. Any questions 

regarding this d oc ket? So, Rie b, with respect to th is 

one, y ou will be asking at the e n d about the wa iver for 

the sing l e party and al l the other waivers; ie that 

righc? 

MR . CO TT: le there a wa i v e r request in the 

Sta teli ne o n the single party 1eeue? 

MS. WIEST: Yee . 

MR . CO IT: I wasn't aware o f that. I 

11 understood the re were some companies that had purchased 

12 US We st exchangeG that were still in the process o f 

13 converting some party lines. But. yea, 1 f they need a 

1 4 waiver, l guess so. I'll renew that request. I don't 

15 h a ve any factual tn(ormation 1 can pro v ide. r don·t 

16 b e lieve . Mr. Lee, are you here r epresenting Stateline? 

17 MR . LEE: 1 am. And in conve rsat ions with 

18 SLa ' eline management yes t erday, chey indica ted t ha t 

19 ~hey would l1 kely need a waiver request until March, 

20 Ap r il time frame when they c an f inish the construction 

21 t o pro vide a ll o ne party service. 

22 MS. WIEST: And in their app licat i o n they' r e 

23 actually asking f o r a one - yea r waiver; correct? 

2~ MR. LEE : But ~ hey • re willing to sho rten it 

25 up. 
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l MS. WI EST : So you probab l y jus t nee d a 

2 waiver u nt il June ? 

J MR. LEE: That wo u l d be adequ a te. 

4 MS . WIEST : June 1st ? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : Do we need to act o n the 

6 waivers no w? 

., 
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Do y ou want a 

8 mot ion o n the waiver n o w? 

9 MS. WIEST: Let·s t al k a bou t that. The thi ng 

1 0 1s th a t a l! o ! these, I believe, a r e g o ing co a lso need 

11 a motion o n the waive r s f o r the o ne yea r o n the t oll 

12 c o ntrol . and we haven't been doing any of those motion s 

! 3 at chis t1~e . 

CHh: r\MA:Z BURG . we have to cake eac h o ~ those 

: s sepa ra te mc t1 o ns. a o yo u think . ac the end f o r the toll 

1 6 con::!"o ! ? 

! 7 Yes . t! we wane to go · · 

:e MR . COlT · We could p i c k it up here no w and 

19 scare d o ing waive r s That might be the easiest way. 

20 CHA:RMA~ BURG If we g o t t o g o throu gh each 

21 o ne 

22 MR CO! T · Ru le on them a s you g o through. 

23 CHA:RMA~ BURG : Easier tha n going back . 

2 ; MS ~ !EST · Okay. !'o r 0 8! '" 1 th respec t co 

3 5 the wa i ve r unt1l J u ne 1st, 1998, concern1ng single 
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1 parcy s erv ice to all custo mers, and t he seco nd waiver 

2 on toll control for one year -- one year from what 

3 date, Rich? 

MR. COIT: I think I would guess that that 

5 wo u l d be fr o m the date o f the o r der. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . 6 

7 MR. COIT: On the toll control? You're 

1 spea k i ng t o t he toll control; cor rect? 

3 MS . i. : EST: Yes, t oll cont rol. 

1 0 CO MMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a questi o n 

11 as l o ng as we're t a l k ing about the waivers both on toll 

12 contro l and on the si ngl e party serv ice. As long as 

!3 y o u' r e ask i ng for waivers, le t·~ ma k e sure i t's d one 

1 4 proper l y and that we're not back here in t wo mon ths 

15 asking for mo re waive r s . t would hate t o go th r oug h 

1 6 Lh1s process . o r would no t like to gt through th i s 

17 process again . 

:e we' r e doi ng it . 

l think we need to be accurate when 

l also have a q u e s t i o n abou t what 

19 mee t s the requ irements o f the Act ? Ho w muc h of a 

20 waiver c an we g i ve ? 

2 1 co t hat . 

MS . w:c:sT : 

! d o n't kno w as r know the ans wer 

Right. 2 2 

2 3 FCC Order i s no t spe c ified. 

The time a ctually in the 

But it does say in 

2.;; paragraph 89 , I believe, that the Commi ssion must, u pon 

2 5 a finding o f e x c ept iona l circumstances , you can make a 
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wa iver f or single party services for a specified period 

of cime. And also on the t oll limi tation the company 

mu se al so show exceptional circumsta n c e s exist and need 

f or additional time to upg r ade. They should have to 

sho w i ndividual hardsh i p. ind1 v idua li~ed h a rdship or 

1nequ1cy warrant s add itional time t o compl y and that 

would better serve the public interest that is i n 

strict adherence to the time period a nd it should 

extend onl y a s long as the except iona l circumstances 

e x ist. 

MR . CO I T: T wou ld note that in the 

12 appli c ati o ns , wh i le we've requ es ted a year, we've a l s o 

13 indi c ated that wi t h 1n that period o f cime we would file 

some 1nfo rmat1 on w1ch t he Commi s Di o n indicating, you 

15 kn o w, when the ca~ao1 l 1cy is ava il a ble. lf the 

16 Commission ·· what we have ·· a nd Mr . Lee, l think , can 

l7 answer some questi o ns 1n the area of toll cont r ol tha t 

1 8 : c an't answe r . But we're faced with a si t uation tod ay 

19 where the c ap ab1l1t 1es are Jusc n o t availab le. !f a 

20 year 1s coo long, you kno w, fr om o ur perspective we 

2: really didn' t kno w when it wo uld be a v a ilable and 

22 chat's why we requested a year . Bue 1f there's better 

23 info rmation o n chat, maybe the time period c an be 

2 4 d1!ferent. But r1ghc no w we real l y don't kno w when t he 

25 capab1lit1 1s goi ng co b e avail a ble . 



: 0 

11 

12 

13 

23 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to be la bor 

the point, and I know everyo ne wants to get through 

this, but to me it's very 1mpo~ tant that we do it 

right. And so i f i t means that we need to ans wer the 

quest ion when we grant these waivers and we s~nd these, 

or you send them on to the PCC, we need to be sure tha t 

you have spelled out why these companies ·- at !ease 

• his is what I'm understand ing - - why these companies 

can't d o toll control and why i t's going to take that 

long o f a period o f time to do single party service. 

And sot think t hat should be 1n the applica tion 

somewhere, o r a t least in oJ r mo t ion as we approve it. 

or we should have something on the record to support 

! ~ where we're going. 

15 MS . WIEST: They do e xplain the reasons i n 

16 thei r appl1 c at~ o n, ~heir o r igina l appl1cation. with 

17 respect to toll control. 

18 COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 

19 MS. WIEST : But i ! there are an y further 

20 quest iona that the Commission would lik~ to ask at this 

21 time , 1.f yo u need more 1nformat1on on tha t , we could do 

22 tha t now. 

23 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I would like to 

2~ kno w ·· and this probably isn't true o f all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testi fying f or at leas t , 



l Mr. Lee, where they're at in d e ploying the t echnology 

2 tha t we need to do these t wo things a n d wha t k ind o f 

3 del a ys you might e xpect . Bec ause l don't want this to 

4 not go f orward the wa y that 1t•s been percei ved tha t it 

S should g o f o r ward . 

6 MR. LEE: Sure. Okay . I m19ht respond to 

7 t ha t 1n general; and then !f there are spec1f1c 

8 q uestions, l' d be happy to d o tha t . But the issue o f 

9 toll l1mi t a t1on, whic h I believe under the FCC's 

10 desc r apc1 on 1dent1fies a toll r~st r~ c t ion and a c o ll 

l l control. and the issue at hand is in the toll contro l, 

:2 which my un d e rsta::ld1ng is co 1nd1c ate tha t the end u se r 

13 subscriber ;s to b• ab le to con tro l the amount of i t s 

. ~ m nthly 0111, at which time a r estrict1on a utomatically 

15 k icks 1n and dis a llows a ccess to the long dist a n ce 

: ;:. net. wo rk . To my kno wledge, the re lS no s witch vendor i n 

17 th~ Unite d States t oda y who provides t h at c apab1!1 ty 

: kno w tna t the vendors are wo rking 

l!l on 1::.. I could ~ot s:t here w:th a cl ear conscience 

2 0 and 1nd1ca te tha ~ on X dat e that : would expect it w1ll 

~l be a v al!able. Give::1 m)• honest op1n1.on . ! woul d d oubt 

23 

tr ,· 1t's ava1lab!e to the general population wi thin a 

year's time period. And therein 1s che reason I 

2 4 believe that SDITC members ask fo r the o ne - year period 

25 because we don·c an ticipa te it being available . 
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25 

The second o r a lternative t o tha t 1s a 

soft ware pro v isioning o f toll cont r ol. And, again. to 

3 my kno wledge . there 1a no interface be t we en a s c ft ware 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

l O 

11 

12 

system and a s witch that has tha t c apability 

Primarily bec ause lt would take rea l t i me ra~ing of a 

customer's usage; and because the cus t o mer con trol 

s witch ln terexc hange c arr ie r it's c hoosi ng, there are a 

myr i ad o ! o pt o nal c a l l plans and rate s tructu res tha t 

wou ld be app lied. And , t o my kno wledge. there j ust is 

no technology, nor so£t ware, available to ca rry ou t 

that pro gram . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I re c a ll 

13 right. it d o ean• t it's n o t permi ssive, o n e o r t he 

: .; othe r . 

: s 

Yo u rea ll y to need t o d o a ll o f he abo ve . 

MR. LEE : It includes bot , that's correc t . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER : l be l1eve s o me 

17 c o mpanies hav~ asked the FCC f o r clari f ication. tha t 

18 sort o f th1ng And as ~ar aa I k now, you might have 

19 better in ! o rm ~ion tha n 1 do tha t tha t decision h a s not 

20 been hand~j down by the FCC. 

:n l'.R . LEE : A. I doubt I have better 

22 i n ! orma t1on. a nd, B. 

23 d o wn, · o my kno wledge . 

agree 1t has not been handed 

There i o that c la r i f 1ca t1on 

24 pro-edure request 1n !ron t o ! the FCC. 

2 5 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 
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CHAIRMAN BURG : To my k nowledge. everybody 

can o f f er toll l1m1t a tion; right. f r om wha t we've had 

to get a general statement? 

MR. LS£: l'm going to define as toll 

restriction. 1! l c an , inste a d of t oll limitation, yes . 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Toll blocking is what I 

7 me a n. Everybody c an o ff er tha t? 

8 MR . LE£ : To my kno wledge, tha t's a true 

9 statement 

10 CHAlRMA~ BURG : And I guess my position is to 

!l ~e. the other really don't see. y ou know, since 

l2 y ou said 1t·s not available, r c3n't see them implying 

13 it o r even putting 1t into here . I think 1t satisfi e s 

14 a ll o ~ ou r ne~d~ have no pro blem gi v i ng the full 

1S 

16 

year o r more 

th1s time it 

as !ong as 1t gets through FCC, which at 

appears ic shoul d . So t don't see this 

L7 point to me :n ~ak1n9 it a shorter limit be c ause r 

18 don't th:nk it w1ll interfere with the ETC 

l~ establ1shQent. 

20 MR . LEE . , wo uld agree with that and then 

21 would point out 1n t he applications the compa nies h ave 

22 1nd1cated that they wil l :nvest!gate and will work wi th 

2J their s witch vendors so ehat when it d o es become 

2 ~ availab! e. they're will1ng to implement it. r t h in k 

25 that the telephone compan ies fee l t ha t once i t becomes 
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l available, i t i s in t h e p ub lic intereoc and wo uld be 

2 very sup portive of tha t concept. 

3 CHAI RMAN BURG: With that l'll move that we 

4 granc t h e o ne - yea r waiver o n toll -- what is i t 

S c alled? Toll limitation? To ll cont r ol? 

6 

7 

COMM ISSlONER NELSON: I 'd second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: I 'm going to 

8 concur with that as l ong as the moti on is ~nderstood 

9 chat there w1ll be some formal way to limit coll fo r 

10 these c ust ome rs just so that everybody und ers tands t he 

11 mot i o n. 

l. 2 

I .; 

lS 

1 6 

17 

I 8 

19 

20 

CHAlRMA N BURG: I th i nk in eve r y appl icat ion 

y ou agreed tha t you c an d o to l l restriction -­

MR. LEE: Right. 

CHAIRMA N BURG : if r remembe r reading the 

applic a tions , and t ha t to me is satisfa c tor y. 

MR . LEE: Thank y ou. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Oo y ou want t hem as a 

separate moc1on 1 Ok ay . I ' l l also move -- whic h o ne do 

we need on thts o ne ? 

21 MS . WIEST : The singl e party se r v i ce unti l 

22 June 1st. 

2 3 CHAIRMAS BURG: I' ll move that we grant a 

2 4 waiver in TC97-0 81 1 n the singl e party r equ i rement 

2S unt1l June 1, 1998. 



l 

2 

3 

28 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: Any other ques t ions in 0 81? Do 

4 you wa nt to go b a ck now? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 

6 and get these others. 

It might be easier to go b a c k 

, 
8 

MR. COIT Whatever. 

MS. WIEST: We'll go b a c k to 068, and the 

9 mo ti o n in 06 8 will b e fo r the o ne - year waiver on toll 

10 control. 

11 CHAIRMAN BORG: I'l l move that we gran t t he 

1 2 wa iver of t oll con tro l in TC97 ·07S. 

13 

t, 
1 6 

17 

18 

zo 
., . -· 
22 

2, 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. W!EST: 06 8. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: t'll moue we granc the tol l 

I me a n I' ll move we grant the waiver f o r toll 

l 1m: l ilt ion . 

MS. WIEST": Toll cont r o l I'm s o rry, we ha ve 

to be accurate because what the FCC did 1s they call 1t 

combined toll cont r ol and toll blocking as toll 

l1m1.t at •on. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : : ·11 move we grant t he waiver 

(or toll control in TC97·068 . 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: Seconded. 



COMM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . WI EST : Fo r one year ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

MS. WI EST : 069. 

CHA I RMAN BURG: l' l l keep mak i ng them . 

29 

I " 11 

6 mov e we g ra n t the toll con t r ol wa i ver 1n TC97·069 fo r 

7 on e year . 

6 

9 

10 

11 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: Seconded . 

CO MM I SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST: 070. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve that we g r ant t oll 

12 control i n TC97 - 070 f o r o ne year, the wa iver for one 

13 y~ar . 

: s 

: ~ 

]7 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Second 1t . 

COMM! SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST: 171. 

CHATRMAN BURG : l' ll move t hat we gran t toll 

18 cont r ol, Che waiver ! or t oll cont r ol, in 7C97 -07 l t o r 

19 one year. 

20 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 

22 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: 07 3 . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' 11 move we g r ant the waiver 

24 f o r toll conc:ol in TC97 - 073 for one yea r . 

2S COMM 1SS:ONER NELSON: Seconded . 



COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENPBLDER: Concu r . 

MS . W' IEST : 07 4 . 

30 

1 

2 

3 CHAIR MAN BURG: I'll move we gran t the wa i ver 

4 f or tol l control 1n TC97 · 074 f o r o ne year . 

S COMMf SSJONER NELSON: Seco nded . 

6 

7 

COMMISS I ONE R SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

MS. WIEST: 077. 

B CHAIRMAN BURG : : ·11 mo ve we gran t the wa ~ve r 

9 ! o r toll con trol 1n TC97·077 ( o r one year . 

~ 0 

11 

: 'l 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

CO MM ISSI ONER s:HOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS WIES':- : 07 8 

CHAI RMAN SURG · I'll move we grant t he wa i ver 

1 4 ~o r ~oll cont r o l 1n T~9 7 07 8 ! o r one year . 

lS COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Se conded . 

,6 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncur . 

: 1 MS WtEST . 080. 

: 8 CHA IRMAN BURG : And I 'll mov e we gra nt the 

waive r ! o r t ol l con t~ol i n TC97 -0 S 0 f o r one year . 

20 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

~ : COMM! SS : O~ ER SCHOE~ F£LDER : Concur. 

2 2 CHAIRMAN BURG : We d1d 81 ; r ight, and we are 

~.! done w1th 81 

MS WIEST 

:s 083 , TC97-083. 

Any f urther q ues t ions o n 081? 
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1 MR. CO IT : We would mov e f o r the admiss ion o f 

2 the ETC request fi led by Accent, dated 6·17 - 97, a n d 

3 Exhibit No. 2, the response to s taff data request which 

4 is da ted 10-8-97. 

5 MS. WfEST : Any objection? If no t, t and 2 

6 have been a dmitted. Any questions regarding 083 ? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : l'll move we grant the toll , 

8 the wa iver f o r t oll cont r ol in TC97 ·08 3 f or on e year . 

9 CO MMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded 

10 

11 

12 

CO MM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-08 4 . 

MR . CO IT : We move for the admission o f the 

13 ETC request dated 6-17-97 , which is ma rked Exhibit No. 

14 l, and we mov e for the admiss ion o f Exh ibit No. 2, the 

15 response to staf ( data request dated 10 - 8-97. 

16 MS. WIEST: Are there any o b j e ctions ? I f 

17 not , they' ve been admitted . 

1 6 CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wa ive r 

19 f o r toll control in TC97 - oeq f or o ne year. 

20 COMM :SSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: 1' 11 concur. 

22 Does •his have a s ingle party quest ion o n t his one ? 

23 MS. WIEST: No. They sa id i n the1r original 

24 application that t hey are o ffe r ing single party service 

25 to all consumers. 
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l 

2 

3 

COMMIS SIONER SCHOENFELDER : I got a sticky on 

1 t . Sorry. J a mes Va lley: right? 

MS. WlEST: 1 believe 1n thei r ·· o kay. 

4 Yeah. that was Bob's queation. And the rea son be had 

5 the question 1s it was actually 1n the o riginal 

6 appl1cat1on. So 1~ you loo k at the original 

7 appli c ation on page t wo, unde r question number three, 

8 they do state that they provide single party service to 

9 all consumers in their service area . Number four down 

10 on that 11st . 

ll COMM! SS:ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Okay . 

12 MS . WIEST: Than k you. Okay . Let's go t o 

ll TC97 085. 

l -1 MR. CO l T : We move f o r a dmitting of Exhibit 

15 No. l, the ETC request. dot ed 6-17·97, and Exhibit No. 

16 2. ·he response co sta!! data request dated 10-10-97. 

17 MS WIES:": Any obJections? If not, they've 

18 been adm1:ced. I have the S3me question here with 

19 respect to question number one. 

:o MR co ::- Mr Benton 1s available to respond 

21 to Guest1ons. I believe ls this Heartland ? Right ? 

22 Or. Don, can you respond to any questions? 

:3 MR . LEE Mark hos asked me t o respond on his 

24 beha!f, which w1l! be Heartland Communi c a tions. and 

25 t hey a re of fering all single. 
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1 

2 

MS. WI EST: Singl e par t y wa s offe r ed co all 

customers? Any o c he r quest i o n s conce rn ing this 

3 docket? Is there a moc1on? 

~ CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l l move that we gran t the 

5 waiver ror toll control to TC97·089 for one year. 

6 COMM !SSIONER NELSON: I 'd second le. 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCH0£~F£LD£R : Concu r . 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST: 0 8 5, 1 believe . 

CHAIP~AN BURG : £ xc~se me, 85. 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97-086. 

t l MR . COT T: We move f o r t he admis s ion o f ETC 

1 2 ~equest, Exhib1t No. 1, dat ed 6-17-97, a nd response to 

13 staf! data requests, Ex hibit No. 2, whi ch ls d a ced 

l ~ 1 0· 1 0- 97 . 

15 MS . WJEST: 

16 have been adm1tted. 

17 that, Mr. Lee? 

Any obJections? l f no• , chey 

Sa me question, can you a nswer 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

MR . LEE: i'm sorry , t don' t have the 

associated companies with the exh1bit numbers. Which 

ccmpany are we referring to? 

M~ . CO IT: Midst a te. 

MR. LEE: They a r e currently al l private line 

services. 

MR. COIT: Single party; correct? 

MS. WIEST: S1ngle part y to a ll cus t omers ? 
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2 

3 d ocke · ? 

4 

HR . LEE: Corre ct . 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions 1n this 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant the t oll 

s c nt r l wa iver in 7C97·086 !or one year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMM! SS t ONER NELSON , I'd second 1t. 

COMM lSSlONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS , WIEST : TC97-087 . 

MR. COI T : We move f o r the admiasion o f 

1 0 £xh1b1t No l. ETC request, dated 6·17·97, a r.d Exh1b1t 

lt No. 2. respo nse t o staff data request, dat e d 10-16-97. 

. ., MS . WI EST : Any o bJect1ons? If not, Exhibit s 

l ) l a n d 2 have been admitted . 

CHA:FV.AN BURG : I'll move we grant toll 

. ~ .:o:-.::ro . wa1ver 1 , 7..: 97 · 087 for one year 

: < 

::- I ~r. 1s o ne. 

::c 

2: We l ! . 

COMM !SS ! ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd 1t . 

COMM lSSIONER SCHOEN~EL~ ER : Concur. 

MS . w:ES7 : Agai n , I'd have a quest:on on 

Ri c h. 

MR C0 :7 : Mr . Lee 1 s represent ing Baltic as 

MR. LEE . Baltic 1s cu rrently al l private 

2 3 line . I 'm sorry . s ingle party. I should us e the right 

2 ; te rm, a1ngle party serv1ce . 

MS. Wl EST : 7 o all custome rs ? 
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1 MR. LEE : Cor rect. 

2 HS. WI EST : Tha n k you . TC97·088, 

3 MR . COIT: We mo v e fo r the admission oC 

4 Exhibit No. 1, ETC r equ e st dat ed 6-17-97, a nd r e s po nse 

s t o staf( data request, which is Ex hib i t No. 2, which is 

6 da t ed 10-17-97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any objections? IC not, Exh1bits 

8 1 and 2 have been a dmitted . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waive r 

10 on toll control 1n TC97 ·088 fo r one yea r. 

11 

12 

13 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd s e cond it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : Can y ou an s wer my question on 

1 .; this one, M=. Lee? 

15 MR . LEE: Company name, please ? 

16 

17 

18 se r vice . 

20 

21 

MS. W:EST: East Plains . 

MR. LEE: Cur rently 1s all single party 

MS . WIES7 . Thank you. 

MS. WIEST : TC~7-089. 

MR . CO IT : We move fo r the adm1ss 1on o! 

22 Exhibit No. l, wh1ch 1s the ETC r e qu e st dated 6-17-97, 

23 and the adm1ss1 o n o f Exhibit No. 2, which is a response 

24 to staff data request. d a t e d 10·21·97 . 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objection~? I f not, they've 
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l be en a dmit t ed. Same ques t ion . 

2 MR . COIT : I don' t b e lieve that Mr . Le ~ i s 

3 he r e represen ti ng Wes te rn today . Wha t did they say i n 

4 che r espo nse ? 

5 MS . WIEST: The y s ai d We ste r n Telephon~ 

6 o [ fers single party se rv tce. My question is do t hey 

7 of fer t o every c u stome r a g a in ? 

8 MR . COIT: ~ell 

9 MS . WIEST : Ca n you d o a l ate·filed o n t hat ? 

10 MR CO !T : We c an do an a ffidav it on t ha t 

: l one. ! guess 

12 CHA:RMAN BURG : l'll move we g r ant a waiver 

13 on toll cont r ol ! o r TC97 -0 89 f o r o ne year. 

1 4 COMMr ss : OKER NELSON: I'd second it. 

15 COMMI SS !OKER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

16 MS. WIEST : Okay . t..et'S go on to TC97 -0 90 . 

17 MR . co : T: We move f or the admission of 

18 Exh:b1c No. : . wh:ch ts the ETC request dated 6 · l7·97 , 

19 and Exh:b1c No. 2. which :s th e response t o staff d at a 

20 req uesc dated 10- ; .97 , 

21 MS . WlEST : Any o b J ect 1on? I f not, the y've 

22 been a dmi tted Any questions conce rning chis docke t? 

23 CHA : RMA~ BURG : i' ll mo ve t ha t we g ran t a 

2 ; wa ive r o n t oll cont r ol 1n TC97·090 f or o ne year. 

25 COMM: SS10NER NELSON: I'd s econd it. 
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COM~t SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST : TC97-092. 

3 MR . CO IT : We move f o r the admission of 

37 

4 Exhibit No. l . which is the ETC request o f Kennebec 

s Telephone Company dated 6- 1 8-97 , and mo ve f or the 

6 admiss ion of E xhibit No. 2, which 1s the respo nse to 

·, staff data req~est dated 10 - 10-97. And 1 woul d note 

8 that Mr . Ro d Bauer is here to respond to any ~ues t1 o ns 

9 that the Commiesioners or staff may have concern ing 

10 t heir request . 

11 MS. WI EST : Any questi o ns conce rni ng this 

12 docket? If no t, do you have a mot ion? 

lJ CHAI RMAN BURG : Did we admit b o th those? 

14 MS. WIEST: I'm s o rry, I did not. I will 

!S admit Exh1b1t Numbers 1 and 2 . 

16 CHAIRMAN BURO : I'll mo ve that we grant a 

:7 wa ive r o n to ll contro l 1n TC9 7• 092 for o ne ye a r. 

18 COMM t SSlONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97-093. 20 

.2 1 MR. CO IT : We wo uld move for the admission o f 

22 Exh1b1t No. 1. whi c h 1s the ETC request of Jefferson 

23 Telephone Company, dated 6 -1 8 - 97, and move a lso for t h e 

24 adm iss ion o f Exh1b~t No. 2, reaponse to staff d a t a 

2S request, which 1s dated 10-10-97 And I would not e 



1 tha t Mr. Dick Connors is ava il abl e to answe r a ny 

2 questio n s conce rning t he J e ff e rson request . 

38 

3 MS. WIEST: Any o b jec t ion to the exhi b its? 

4 lf not , t hey've been admitted. Any questions 

S concerning this docket? 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG : 1'11 move we grant a wai v e r 

7 f o r t oll control in TC97-093 f o r o n e yea r . 

8 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON : I' d second i t . 

9 CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

10 MS. WIEST: TC9 7-09 4 . 

11 MR . COlT: We ' d move for t he admission of 

12 Exhibit No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6 -1 9 - 97, 

ll and mov e f o r the adm i ssion of Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

1 4 the response to data request dated 10 -15-97. 

1 5 MS . WIEST : Any obj ection to Exhibits land 

16 2 ? If not, those e xhibits have been admitted. 

17 have any w1tnesses for this one? 

Do you 

1 ii ~ R. CO!T: Mr . Lee is availabl~ f or bo th 

: 9 Sully Buttes and Venture . 

2 0 MS . w:EST : ! J ust had a question, I guess, 

2 1 conc erning single pa r cy servi c e beca use in this o ne i t 

22 d oes say should ~ac1 l1t1es no~ al low immediate single 

23 party service. Su ~l y Buttes may offer multi·pa r cy 

24 service until the facilities are rest o red or installed 

25 t o allow for single pa r ty service . Has that occurred 
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12 

13 

15 

16 
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in the past? 

A. Currently Sully Buttes Te l ephone has n o 

multi - line. The fact is al l single part y se r v ice. I 

think they added that language such t hat i f there were 

a disaster t ha t they had to respond t o, they wan t ed to 

reserve the right to o ffer par : y line under the 

eme r gency bas is onl y . But they have f o r a n u mber of 

years been all single party service. 

XS. WI EST: Any o ther q ues tions? 

CHA TRMAN BURG: I'll move we g rant a wa i ver 

n t oll control f o r TC97-09 4 for o ne year . 

concur. 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON : I'd second it . 

COIMMl SSIONER SCHOENF'BLOER : Wcl l, I' 11 

MS. WI EST: TC97- "95. 

MR . COIT: We wo u ld mo ve f or the a dmi ss lon of 

17 ETC , Exh1b1t No. l, dated 6 - 19-97, and admission o f 

28 Exhibit No. 2, response to dat a req ues t dated 

19 10-15-97. 1 woul d point out th.a t r be lieve that !Chere 

20 m1ght be an l ssue w1th r es pect to single party service 

21 waive r in this case a s well. 

22 MS. WIEST : Right. At th is tir.,e are there 

23 any object1on s to Ex hibit land 2 ? If not , they've 

24 been admitted. Yes. And it wo uld appear they woul d 

2S need a wa iver. And my q uestion for apparently they 



1 have three mult1 - party customers s nd t hey plan to 

2 install single party se r vice during the 1988 

3 construction season . So I guess my q uestion 1s 

4 0 

~ apparently they haven't asked for a waiver. 

S do 1n c s o a t this time ? 

Ar e you 

MR . co:-r Yes . we wo uld on t heir behalf. 

7 And : think Mr ~ee wo u l d be able to reopond to 

l assume so anyway 

MR . LEE . 

: o we d o need a waiver 

Sure . But that would be correct, 

The same June l date would be 

.. . . a cc~p:able t o us 

MS. WIEST : June l, okay. 

I 3 C HAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a waiver 

. . .n s . ng ... p arc, y s e:v1 c e t o .June l. 199b, i n TC97 ·09 S . 

~5 COMMI SS IONER NELSON: I would second that. 

COMM: ss : ~~ER SCHOENFELDER : Su re. : • l l 

:., co .. c ... r 

: a CHAIPMA)I BURG . And I'l l a l s o mo ve that we 

!9 g :~n a waiver ~ ~r t o l ! con t r o l o r. TC97 ·0 95 f o r o ne 

2 0 yf' ar . 

COMMl SS : ONER NELSON: ! 'd seco nd it . 

COMMl SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MR co :T : ~ o ve ~o r the admission o f ETC 

2S r e1uest, ~ xh1b1t No . 1 . dated 6·19 - 97, and move for the 
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1 admiosion of Exhibit No. 2 , response to data request 

2 dated 10·10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objection s? lf not, t hey've 

~ been admitted. Any quest i o ns concerning this dock et? 

s CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mov e we grant a wa i ver 

6 on t o ll cont r ol in TC97 -0 96 f o r one year. 

7 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd lt . 

8 

9 

10 

1 l 

12 

l 3 

1-l 

15 

:6 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -097. 

MR . CO IT: we move for the admission of 

Exhibit No . l, ETC r equest , d aced 6-19-97, and Ex hibi t 

No. 2 , res ponse t o d a t a request: dated 10-10-97 . 

MS. WIEST: Any obj e ct i ons? I! not, th e y've 

been admitted. Does anybody have any questions 

concerning this docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : l' ll move we gran ~ a waiver 

17 (or toll control in TC97-097 for on year . 

lB 

: 9 

20 

2 l 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second l.t 

CO MM I~SIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

~S. WIEST : TC97-098. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of ETC 

22 request d.ted 6·19-97, which 1s marked Exhibit No. 1, 

23 and admissi on of Exhibit No. 2. which is the respons e 

2 4 to data request dated l0-1 4 ·97. 

2 5 MS . WIEST : Any objecti on to Exhibits land 



l 2? I f not, they've bee n a dmit~ed. Are the r e any 

2 questions concerning this docket ? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll mov e that we grant a 

4 waive r f o r toll control in TC97-098 for one year . 

S COMMISS : ON£R NELSON: I'd second it. 

6 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

7 MS. WIEST : TC97 - 099 . 

8 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No. 1, wh1 c h 1s the ETC dated 6-19 -97, and 

10 adm1ss ion o f Exhibit Ne. 2, which 1s the response co 

11 data requ~at dated : 0- 9 - 97. 

12 MS. w:EST : Any obJeccion? If not, they've 

13 be~n ad~ i tted . ! have the same question on this one. 

:~ The questi o n 1s d o we have single party service and 

! 5 :he 3nswer 1s r~s? 

MR C.,. :T Mr . Lee, are you here (or Roberta 

:7 Co~n ~y or not? 

t 8 MR LE£ . No. 

7he n we probably need to handle 

;:,o :ha::, • suppose. b)• :he af!1dav 1c. 

Zt MS w:EST Okay . 

: _) Co1.,;, nt y o r 

MR :.££ : 

MR CO IT 

MR . :.EE : 

R. ch, a r e we talking about Roberta 

Ro berts Cou nty . 

I kno w fr o m another source other 
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1 than this that as manager of the South Dakot a 

2 Aosociation o f Telephone Co-ops and the daily requests 

3 we've had there tha t they do, i n fa ce, provide all 

4 single party serv ice throughout RoberLs Count y Co-op, 

5 1 f th a t will suf f ice f or yo ur in f orma tion here . 

6 

7 

MS. WI EST: Is that su [f icient? 

MS. CREMER: Tha t'o sufficient. 

8 MS. WI EST : Okay. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e we grant a waiver 

10 fo r toll control 1n TC97-099 for o ne yea r. 

1: COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

12 

l 3 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-l 0. 

14 MR. CO IT : We mov e for the admission of 

:s Exhibit No . l. wh ic h is the ETC r equest da~ed 6 -19-97. 

16 and admiss1on of Exhibit No. 2, reoponse t o data 

17 request dated 10 - 9-97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any obje~tion? rf not, they've 

19 been admitted. Sa me question on this one . 

20 ~ R LEE : I don't kno w the anowe r. 

21 MR . COIT: There is -- Mr . Lee i s noc here 

22 rep r esenting RC Communications today, so I suspect 

23 we'll have to deal with tha t with a lace - f il e d e xhibit 

2 ~ if that's o kay 

25 MS. WIEST: Okay . 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

( o r toll cont r ol in TC97 - l 00 ( o r one yea r . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur. 

MS. w: EST : TC97 · 10l. 

6 MR . CO IT : We move f o r the admiss io n of 

7 Ex hibit No. 1, whic h is the ETC r equest dated 6-19-97, 

B and Exh ibit No. 2, r~sponse to staff data request dated 

Cl 10 · 1 4 •97. 

10 

11 

l 2 

MS. WI EST: Any o b Jec tio n ? I f not, they've 

been admitted. Any quest ions conce rning this docket? 

C HAIRMAN BURG. I'll move we g rant waiver for 

13 c o ll control 1n 7CQ7-l0l f o r one y•a r . 

l 4 COMM lSS[ ONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

: s COMM: SSl ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

: G 

! 7 

M:S . W,EST : 

M'R. CO 1 T : 

TC97 · 102. 

we move for the admissj on of 

l8 Exhibtt .-:o. l. w!11ch is the ETC daced 6·19·97. and 

l Q Ex h:b1~ No. 2. which : s a ~esponse to data request 

2C datrd 10 H ·97 

21 MS . W!EST · 

22 have bPen ad~i t :ed 

:; coc,<et? 

Any objec t ions? [f not, 1 an<i 2 

Any questions concerning th i s 

2 ~ C HAl~MAN &~RG: 1'11 move we grant a wa i ver 

25 ! or toll cont r ol in TC97 - 102 for o ne year . 
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2 

) 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97- 105. 

MR. CO IT: We move t o r the admissi on or ETC 

S request., Exh1b1 t No . l, dated 6-19 -97 , and adm1sa1on o f 

6 Exhibit No 2. response to data request d a ted 10·1 ~ · 97. 

7 MS. WI EST: Any o b jectio n? tf not, Exhibits 

8 1 and 2 hnve been admitted. Any queat1o ns concerning 

'I th10 d or. lc et.? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURO : I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 f o r toll cont.r~l i n TC97 - 105 f or one year . 

? 2 

13 

: s 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . W!EST : TC97 • 108. 

MR. CO IT : We move for the admiss ion of £TC 

16 request, Ex hibit No. 1, dated 6 · 23 - 97 , and the 

17 adm1ss1o n o f Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data 

18 request dat~d 10 l ~ -~7. 

19 I MS. WIEST : Any obJeccio n? I( n o t., Exhi b1 ts 

20 l a nd 2 hll""' b nen admi tt ed . Same questi o n . Ca n yo u. 

21 I Mr Lee, answe r that 

22 

1 

avail abl e f o r 

~J MR. CO IT : 

MR . LE£ : 

o ne? Is that single pa r ty service 

For Faith . 

r d r, not represent them, I'm sorry. 

MR . COIT: We wo uld req uest permission t o 



l pro vide that v 1a a~!1dav1t.. 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS . \O EST: Olcay . 

CHA! RMAN BURC : I'll mo ve we gra nt a wa iver 

f o: t 11 control 1n 7 C97-l08 f o r o ne year . 

COMM: SSJONER S £LSON: 1 • d second 1 t . 

COMM : ssrONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS W!EST: TC97· 1 1 3. 

M.IL co rT , We move f e r the a dmission o f 

9 £xh1 bit No. 1 , ETC request. d a t ed 6 · 2S-97, and Exh i b i t 

10 No. 2, response to data r equests dated 10-9-97. 

! l XS Wl EST: Any o b J ection? l f not , the y• ve 

:2 been adc1tt~d. : have tne sa~e q uest ion o n thi s o ne. 

: 3 MiR . C01 7 : Th!s ls Armour. Bill Haugen c an 

}~ : e.:.po nc t o your ~ue,: .on. 

: · .... 

l ., 

:e 

2 0 

., ' .. 

MR HAUCEN: Yes. l c an an s wer t.hat . 

BILL BAUGZN . JR., 

called as a witness, being first duly s wo r n , 

was e x am1ned and testi f ied as f ollows. 

EXAMI NATION 

MP HAUC EN Cood af t e r noon . 

MS. wrEST · And : wou ld Jus t li k e to aslc you 

: ! you c~ rrenLly pro vide s1ng lc party se r vice t o a l l o f 

2? your customers in your area . 

MR HAUC EN . Single party servi ce 1s 

2S ava.lao:e Lo all of ou r custome rs 1n Armou r Independent 



l Telephone Company service area . lt has been since the 

2 late seventies. 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any others questions of 

4 this witness? Thank you. 

5 CHAlRMAN BURO: I'll mov~ we grant & waiver 

6 f o r toll control in TC97 - 113 t o r o ne year. 

7 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second . 

a COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Co ncur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 9 

10 MR. COIT: We move f o r the admission of ETC 

11 request of the Bridgewater-Canistota Telephone Company, 

12 whtch is dated 6-25-97, that's Ex hl.bl.t No. l. And alee 

13 move (or the admiooion o f Exhibit No. 2, which 1s 

14 response co data requests of staff dated 10-9-97. And 

l S Mr. Haugen is here as well t o respond to any questions 

1 6 t n this d oc ket . 

1 7 MS. WIEST : First of all, any ob j ect i on to 

18 Exh i bits 1 and 2 ? If n o t, they 've been admitted . And 

1 9 

2 ~ 

21 

22 

2 3 

25 

r wo uld ask t r.e same qu~stion . 

MR . HAUOEN : Sl ngle par ty se r v 1 c~ 1s 

available co all the customers in the 

Br1dgewat e r · Can1scoca Ex c h a nges. 

MS . WIEST: Thank you. Any othe r questions 

o f this wi tness? 

CHAIRMAN BURO: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 
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2 

3 

5 

4 8 

! o r toll control 1n TC97 - ll 4 ! or one year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - ll5. 

MR . COI T . We would move the adm1ss1 on o ! 

6 Exh1b1t No. 1, the ETC request o [ Union Telephone 

7 Company, dated 6 - 25- 97, and Exh1b1t No. 2 , response to 

8 du ta request which 1s dated 10 - 9-97 . 

9 !'I S. WIEST : Any o b )ection? I f not, Exhibi t s 

: o l and 2 hav~ oeen ad~1tt ~d . And t would ask the &ame 

11 quest1on 1n th1s docke t. 

MR . HA UGEN· Single party serv ice is 

ll avutlabl~ t o a ll the customers 1n ·he Union Telephon e 

1 4 Comiany se rvi ce area, Hartt o rd and Wall Lake Exchanges, 

16 MS W! EST : 7hnnk you. Any other questions 

:·?! ~ n ve we g rant~ wa1 ~er 

: ·, ! o r V1> . l rest : 1 ct 1 o n 1 n TC 9 7 1 1 5 ! o r o ne ye a r 

" ' ... Ex h!b:.:. Ne 

Cw~~: Sf:ONER NELSON: I• d second • t. 

COMMt SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER · Co ncur . 

v s w:ES7 7hank you TC97 1 : 7. 

~ ? ~~:T W• ~o ve Eo r the adm1ss1 on 0 1 

l, .:-:-~ riequest dnted 6 ·30-97 , a nd Exhibit 

~5 No. ~. re&Fonse t o =a:a request dated 10· 14 · 97 . 
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l MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, Exhibits 

2 land 2 have been admitted. An y que s t ions concerning 

3 this docket? 

CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

5 f o r toll control in TC97 - 117 for one year . 

6 COMMISSI ONER NE LSON: I'd second i t. 

7 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con~ur. 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 121. 

MR. =o!T: We move for the adm ission of 

10 Exhibit No. 1. the ETC request o f Ka do ka , dated ?-J - 97, 

11 and the a dmission of Exhibit No. 2 . response to daea 

12 requests dated 10- 28 -97. 

13 MS . WIEST: Any objections to Ex hibit s 1 and 

1 4 2? If not . they 've been admitted . Any quest i ons 

15 concerni ng this docket? 

16 CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waive r 

17 f o r toll control in TC97 - 12l for one year . 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'll second i t. 

19 

20 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97-125. 

21 MR . COT T: We'd mo ve fo r the adm 1ssion o f ETC 

22 request, Exh1bit No. 1. dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No. 

23 2, response to dat a request o f staff, which is dated 

2 4 10-29-97. 

25 MS. WI EST: Any o bJect1 o n to Exhib1ts land 



50 

l 2? lf not., they·ve been adm1tted . Any quest ions 

2 concerning th1s d ocket ? 

J CHAfR MAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

4 ! o r toll control 1n TC97-125 f o r one year. 

5 COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it . 

6 

7 

8 

COMM: SS l ONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concu r 

MS WIEST : TC97·130. 

MR. C0l 7 : We would move f o r the admission of 

9 Exh 1b1t No. l, the ETC request dated 7- 10-97, and 

10 Exhibit No. -· the response to data r equest d a ted 

tl :0-: 4 97. 

12 MS WIEST: Any obJec t1 o n t o Exhib1ts land 

.3 2 ? I[ not , they ' ve been admit t:ecL Any questions 

14 concern ing Lh 1 d ocket ? 

:5 ~H~: R~·\ BCRG : · 11 move we grant a wa i v er 

! or toll cont r ol : n TC97- :lo f o r o ne year . 

. , COMM: ss : o ~ER ~ELSON: I wo uld second 2t. 

COMM !SS:ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Co ncu r 

MS Wl£S7 7 C97• l ll. 

:? C MR co :7 : we wou ld move t he admissi on o f ETC 

!""quest Exh. b .t No : . wh i ch 1s da t ed 7-10-97 , and 

22 Exhibit No 2 rPsponse t o data reques: dated 10·1 4 · 97. 

23 MS. W?ES7 Any obJect1on to Exh ibits land 

24 2 ? ., no t , they've been admitted . Any questi o ns 

25 conc~ 1n1 r.9 this d o e r.et ? 
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CHAIRMAN BURG: l'l i move we grant a waiver 

for toll control in TC97 · l31 for one year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: !'d second it 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: TC97·15 4. 

MR . CO IT: We woul d move int o the record 

7 Exhibit No. 1, the ETC request, dated 9 · 10·97, and also 

8 Exhibit No . 2, the response to data request dated 

9 10- 1 6 -97 . 

10 MS. WIEST: Any o bjection to Exh ibit 1 and 

11 2? I[ not, they h ave been admitted. Let's see, on 

12 thic. one this wa s one of a couple that no time period 

1 3 was requested for the waiver. l assume you still want 

1 4 the o ne year ? 

1 5 

16 r e spo nd . 

:1 ?. i v e r . 

1 8 

MR . CO!T: Mr. Barfield is here He could 

He ' s Mr. Bob Barfield , manager f or West 

MS . WIEST : They request a wa1ver but this 

:9 

20 

o ne o ! t he few o nes tha t didn't ask for o ne year, as 

far as l c an see, or any •lme peri o d . So J was 

2 1 wo nde ri ng 1f there was any different time period that 

2 2 was be1ng requested. 

23 BOB BARFIELD, 

is 

25 

called as a witness. be ing f i rst duly s wo rn, 

was e xa mined and testified a s f ollows : 
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EXAMINATI ON 
MR . BARF'I ELD: I n response t o you r q uestio n, 

3 since the v e ndor d o es not hav e a d a te, a s f ar a s we 

4 kno w, at th1 0 t1me to provide this, tha t's t he r e a son 

5 we d1dn't a s x ! o r a ce r t a in time pe r iod on the wa iver . 

6 

' 
MS . WI EST: But we will need a time per iod . 

MR. COIT: Wo uld you b e willing to accept che 

e one-year time per i od that 1s being gra nted to o t her 

9 companies? 

10 MR. BARFIELD : We sure would. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And I t h i nk the t ho ught 

12 ~e h,nd it is 1! there still isn't any solution, then i t 

13 woul d b~ renewed o r we ' d r eques t . With t ha c, I'll mo ve 

l 4 that we g rant a wai v e r f o r t o l l cont r ol in TC97·15 4 f o r 

!S one year. 

: 6 

l ., 

16 

COMM:ss r ONER NE~SCN: I would second 1t. 

CO MM :SS ! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS WIEST: Let's 90 t o TC97 -155. 

MR . CO :':' : we would request admiss 1o n o ! 

20 Ex h1b1t No l, which 1s the ETC request of Mo bridge ... - ' Te!ecommun1cat1ons, whi c h :s date d 9- 10-97, and also 

22 Ex h1b1t ~o. 2, which 1s the respo ns e to dat a reques t 

MS. WIEST : l\n\• obJec c1on? If not , Ex hib it s 

2 5 land 2 have been adm1t ted . And ! would have the s ame 
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question wi th respect to the length of the wa i ver . 

MR . BARFIELD : And the r esponse would be the 

same. We wo uld ask for a year on the wai ver. 

MS. WI EST: Thank yo u. Any o ther quest ions ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: With that 1'11 move tha~ we 

grant a wa1ver o n t o l l control in TC97-155 f o r one 

7 year. 

0 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd s e cond it . 

9 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: l concur. 

10 MS. WIEST : Thank y ou. Let's s k ip to 

11 TC97-167. 

12 MR . COI T : I wo uld j ust note that Three River 

, 3 Tel co is not an SD I TC membe r c o mpa:1y. so I • m not really 

14 here today to represent Three Ri ver Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: No body is here ? 

16 CHAI RMAN BURG: Do we have any questi o ns o n 

17 it, o r do we have to have represen tation ? 

18 MS. WIEST: Somebo dy needs t o move it ' n. 

19 MR . COIT: Well, i f you• re look ing f o r a 

2 0 body, l guess I c an serve a s the body. 

21 MS. CREMER : Ot herwise, r c an move t o admit 

22 che t wo exhibits, Number l, 10-10-97, the reques t f o r 

23 ETC, and 11- 7-97, the amended -- o h, I' m sorry, that's 

24 US West. Let me tr y that a g a1n. 10· 16 of '97 is the 

2S request and 11-13·97 is the amended request, a~d t 



1 wou ld ask that they be admitted 10. 

2 MS. WIEST : Any objection? Tf not, they've 

3 been admitted . Are there any questions concern ing this 

. , docket? I wou ld not e that their application does 

S request a waiver f or o ne period for tol l control . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: There isn't a question o n t he 

7 single party line, though, 1s t.here? 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST : No. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I ' ll move we grant a wa ive r 

10 [ o r toll control 1n T C9 7 · 16 7 ( o r o ne year. 

1l 

l :z 

13 

co~~I SSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST : A: t his t.1 me d1d you want t o go 

1 4 t o US West. o r 1s Harlan going t o speak t.o these 

lS doc kecs? 

. . . " 
17 

18 

20 

21 

2::? 

::?J 

MS CREMER 

MS. WI ES:" 

We':l !1nish u p these !1rst. 

Okay . 

S7AFF 'S EXH:BlT NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

: ::>E:::-:FlCAT: ON I 

HARLAN DIST , 

c a!lcd a s a witness. being f i rot duly owo rn. 

was e xa~1ned and t est1!ied as ! o:lows : 

Dl RECT EXAMINATI ON 

24 BY MP HOSECK: 

2S Wou:c you state you r na~e for the reco rd . 
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l plea se. 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

1 2 

13 

1 4 

l5 

A, Har l a n Beet. 

o. And what is y ou r job? 

A. 1 a m deputy director o f fixed u~!l1ties f o r 

the Publ i c Utilities Commission. South Dakot a . 

And have y ou been present in the hea r ing roo 

th1s afternoon (o r the hearing on the se applications? 

;. . Yes. 

o. And have you had the opportunity to revi e w 

the capt 1on in the noti ce of this hearing which list s 

the c ases wh i ch a re bef o r e the Commiw s ~on on thio date ? 

A . Yeo. 

o. And ar~ y ou f a miliar wit h the a p p licat ion s in 

each of these cases? 

A . Yes . 

16 O. As a part of y ou r Job, have you reviewed 

17 thoee applications? 

18 A . Yes. I have . 

l 9 o. You ha v e before y ou an e x hib,t numbered 

20 Sta'['s No. 1; 1s that co r rect? 

21 

22 

A. 

o. 

Yes . 

And 10 that an e x h1b1t that you prepared in 

23 the course o ! your duties? 

2 ~ A . Yes. 1c is. 

25 o. Just brie f ly e xplain to tne Commiss1on, 
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l please, what that exhibit enta1ls. 

2 A. What 1 have done on this e x hi b it is across 

3 the t o p ~s listed each of the companies requesting 

el19 i ble telecommunications carrier status, the 

S as s octated d oc ket number, and the staf! counsel that is 

6 asslgned c o t he respective dockets. Down the side, the 

7 left - hand side, 1s the requirements that are set f ort h 

8 f o r ETC status. Po pulated within the columns is the 

9 respo nses that the respective compan ies gave within 

1 0 their e x hib j cs l and Exhibit 2 t hat have been a dmitted 

i nt o the re cord. 

And are t here any changes or corrections to 

! 3 th: s exhibi t t ha t you wo uld like to make at this time ? 

. . .. ~ A. One that I a m a ware o f is under Vivi a n 

15 Tele pho n e , Doc k e t TC97·0 68, under the Lifel in e and Link 

16 Up i t sho ws that it wil l be available 1 · 1-97. l t 

1 7 sh ou ld be 1 - 1 - 98 . !'m no t a wa re of any othe r 

18 co rre c ti o ns . 

l 9 MR HOS ECi< : Okay . At this po int in time J 

2 0 wo ~ ld mo ve S~aff • s Exh1b~t No. 1 1nco e vidence . This 

2 1 1s i n tended as testimo ny :or all of the dockets en mass 

2 2 with the excepti o n of U S West . 

2 5 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOE~FELDER: 

nere tho ugh . 

u S We s t is on 

MR . HOSECK: That v ould be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: !s there any objection? l 

2 MR. COIT: My comment would be that I just 

3 rec eived thi s so I haven't had an opportunity to go 

4 through to make su re this is all accurate. I guess I 

5 can take Mr. Best's word that it i s accurate and I 'll 

6 have t o d o that. I guess. Other t: h an tha c . I don• t 

7 h a ve any commen t. 

8 MS . WIEST: Do you wan e an opportunity t o 

9 look ic o ver ? 

10 MR . CO IT : Well, 1.t might ta ke me a while, so 

11 l d o n' t have any o bjection. 

12 MS . WIEST : Okay . Then St a ff Exhibit No. l 

13 wi ll be admitted into all of the d~ckets t hat we have 

14 gone t hro ugh s o !ar. 

:s MR . HOS ECK: Okay . Thank you . 

16 Q. Based o n the revie w of t hese d ocltecs that yo~ 

17 have d o ne and r elying t o whatever extent you may on 

18 Sta ff 's E~h1bt t No. 1, d i d the app l i cant companies meet 

19 the requirements o f be comi ng an e li gible 

20 celecommun 1ca tions c arri e r ? 

21 A . Yes , c hey have, with the n o ted late - filed 

22 a !! idav i ts c hat wi l l b e done 1n a number of the 

23 doc k e ts . 

o. And wi th regard t o ddver t is1ng services 

2 5 e xchang e - wi de . d o you have a rec ommendati o n to the 
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1 co~m1ssion f o r a p r ovision to be i ncluded in an o rder 

2 wh ch would come ou t o{ these proceedings? 

3 " . Yes . St aff's recommendation for ad vert i s i ng 

~ would be that t he ETC c arrier be requ i red t o advertise 

5 a t least once eac h year ; and 1! they have any rate 

6 change. that that rate c hange be advertised when it 

7 does chang e . 

8 o. And in conc lusion, do you have an o pinio n a s 

9 to whether o r n o t the appl icants contalned o n Ex hibit 

10 t, wt th the e x ception o ! 0 S West which has no t had its 

11 cas~ heard ye t at this time, whether o r not those 

12 app!1ca nts me "' L L' , qual i fi c ati o ns a s an el1g1ble 

13 telecoomun1catione carrie r ? 

A . W1th sta! f 's r eview t hat has been u nder t aken. 

!S yes. they do meet :he requirements ! o r ETC statue. 

l " MR . HOSE CV : have no further q ues tions o f 

!7 this wLtness . 

' -• e MS. WI £S7 : ~ re there any questi o ns o ! this 

;RQSS - £XAMINATI0N 

MR . COI T , 

: ass~~e w~en you tal ked abou t advertising 

23 ra · • rha nges that yoc' r e r eferencing the r~ tes Just f o r 

: 4 t~e Pssenttal ser~!ces that are supported by un iver s al 

25 service ? 
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A. Ye &. 

MR. COIT: No f u r the r questions. 

MS. WlEST: Ms. Rog~rs? 

MS. ROCERS: No , no questi o ns. 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heaston ? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHAI RMAN BURC : The only question I'd have 1s 

a the re any - - is advertising identified in any way ? Ie 

9 there any c r1te r1a f o r wh a t advertis ing means in the 

10 conte x t o ! this? rs the methods i n the FCC Order as 

:1 well? 

12 ~S . WIEST: I'm sorry, what wa s the 

13 qu-:iation? 

14 CHAI RMAN BURC: The question I had f or Har lan 

15 o r anybody else 1s, 1s there a meaning, is there a 

l ! d~scripti o n. defln1t1on for advert 1a1n9, what t hat 

17 constitutes? 

l& MS . WIEST : Under the statute 1taelf 

19 2H ! e l( l )! Bl they muse adverti se t he ava ilabil ity of 

2 0 suc h services and i f y o u' re referr1 nc to the serv1ces 

21 tha t are supported by f ederal uni versa l service and the 

22 charges the r efore using ~ed!a o f gene ra l d1str1but 1on. 

2) 

2q me . 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURC: Okay. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: 

I think that satisfies 

Does that mean f o r 



1 L1fe l1 ne and Link Op, t hey have to advertise th i s 

2 o n c e ? 

3 

4 

MS. WIEST : Tha t wo uld be unde r sta!f's 

r ecomme ndat ion, I be l ieve 

A. 

&O 

6 

Ye s , once each year . 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: Well , fr a nk l y, 1 d on't 

7 thin k it's adequa te 

8 COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFEL DER : Are y o u doi ng 

9 that ? Ar e y ou -- to f ollow u p -- excuse me , to f ol l o w 

10 up on Comm1ss1oner 9el s on• s q ues~1on , are you 

11 recommend1n9 th a t the y advertise o n c e ea c h year af~er? 

12 t believe ou r o rder s a i d t ha t y ou h ave t o se nd an 

13 appli c ation t o e veryo ne once i ni t ia l ly a n d then to 

e ~e ry new customer. You·re reque s t ing this 

: ~ adver · 1se~en· o : ~:!el1ne, Lin k Up 1 n a dd i tion to, 

' -. ., 
. ., - ' 

woul d th a t o~ a ccu rate o r n o t? 

;. . 7ne ~1 f eli ne, Li nk Up under 7C97- : So, 

:, wn.cr. was isoued yest e rday, st a tes tha t 1t s hall be -· 

1~ a ! or~ shall be, ~ r a l~t t er shall be sen t t o p:esent 

20 cust ~~ rs, anc then t n1s wo~ !d be an adve r tiseme n t o f 

~l 1: 7hey'd have tc do a dve r tise men t o f t h is f o r a t 

.., . -~ 
!east o ne~ eacr. year 

COM~ :ss : ONER SCHOENF ELDER : Okay . Tha n k you . 

COMM !SSI ~ NER NELSON: So 1 s t h e a nswe r t o 

25 ~aska ' s questio ns it's in add1t 1on to ? 



1 A . Yes . They woul d d o it origina lly, a nd o n c e a 

2 year a!ter . 

) 

q Where? 

5 

6 

7 

A. 

A 

MS WIEST : Ho w would they advertise? 

Where woul d they advertise ? 

MS . WIEST: Yes . 

Whatever gene ra l d1atribution it meeta 

8 a ccording , I assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types of publi c at ions. 

1 0 MS. WIEST : So it could be a ny type o f 

11 general dtstr1but1on media onc e a year ? 

12 A. Whatever 1s available within their given 

13 ex c hanges that they serve . 

MS . WIEST : And it woul~ o nly be f o r those 

15 services supported right no w by federal universa l 

16 s ervi c e? 

17 

18 

. " . Yes . 

MS WtEST: And every time they cha nged a 

15 ra·e f o r one o C tho se se rv! c es, then tha t would have tc 

20 be re - advertised a t tha t time? 

21 A. Yes 

22 MS WIEST: Are there any o ther questi o ns o! 

23 this w1t ness ? If not, thank you . Actually , I do . 

2q Could you retake the stand, Harlan? t guess we have a 

25 question f o r yo u . Could y ou look at you r exh1b1t for 
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l Ve n : u r e Communications, TC97-095? 

2 A. Yes . 

3 MS. WIEST : Does the a nswer to number four, 

4 single party service, we did grant them a waiver 

5 because cu r ren tly they do not have single party service 

6 apparen tl y to three customers ? 

7 

8 

A . Yes . 

MS . WI EST : So woul d that be incorr ect ther~ . 

o yo ~r questi o n there? 

;:.. 

12 1 anything 

! ' 

1 S 

; c ~ o uld be a clar lficac ion there t o 1t. yes . 

MS . WIEST · Okay . 

(urt : ~r . Mr . Hoseck? 

Thank you . Do you have 

MR . H~~ LCY: Staff has nothing further 

MS . W ! EST · Do you want to take a short brea k 

: 6 unti l we g o t o US We•t ? 

: 7 MR ro ::- When does the Commissi o n -- are 

: E y ou 90 1ng : o wa1 l un::! the end t o rule o n all o ! these 

! 9 with re s pect t o the a c t ual E7C dee1gnation? 

20 MS \o/ l£S7 7ha t·s why we ·re taking a short 

:, ·. I b • _ rea,; . 

(AT TH,S 7! ME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .I 

2 3 MS \o/ l£S7 ~et·s get started again . And we 

2 4 w il l g o : o 7 C~ 7 - ! 6 3 

2S MR . iiEASTO!> : And I would move adm ission o f 
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Exhibit 1, which is che r e q uest, and Exhibit 2, ~ h ich 

is the ame nded r e q u e s t, and &x hi b it 3, which is the 

service cerr itory ma p. That's Ex h ib it 1. 2 and 3 

respectively i n the doc ket. 

MS . WIEST: Any obJect1on to Exhibita l, 2 

and 3? Do y ou have a copy of the se r vice territory 

map? Are t he r e any o b jectio ns to Ex h1b its l, 2 and 3? 

lf noc, they've been admitted. 

9 Mr. Heaston. 

You may proceed , 

10 

11 

1 2 

13 

l ~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

MR . HEASTON: We woul d also join in the 

motion on t he toll control. The reason we did not see k 

a waive r i n the initial applica ti o n i s beca use as I 

re ad Paragraph 388 of the Order in the DA 97 - 157 

indic a ted that toll blocking would be sufficient in the 

mea nti me a nd it was dependent upon when y ou upgraded 

s w1cches. And so we do not f~el we need a wa i ve r of 

coll cont r ol, but the common ~ isdom seems to be there 

needs to be a wa1ve r, so we will f ollow the herd here 

and request the toll control waiver also. 

And we are also o n e of the part i es to the 

request of the FCC to reconsider the tol l limitat1o n, 

that this i nc ludes b ot h toll bloc k i ng and toll 

23 cont r ol. And I guess we would a l s o point ou t that with 

the implementat ion of number por tabili ty that is going 

2~ to impact t oll con trol somewhat sign i ficantly. And so 
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l while we agree with Bob Barf i eld in his observation 

2 that since we d o n·t know when i t's goi ng to happen, 

3 tha t•s why we woul dn• c want a t ime limit on i t. but we 

a ~e willing to accept the one year with the 

s und erstanding tha t i f the re is n ot the abi lit y to 

6 implement 1 t o r 1 f the ab ility i s too expens1ve to 

7 imp lement. that we wou ld be able to come bac~ t o this 

8 Commis s ion and see k fu rther wa i ve r o f that. o f 

9 implementing toll control with par t o f the essentia l 

10 telecommun1c a t1ons c arr ie r obliga t ion. 

l ! 

12 

13 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Wo ul d the Comm1ssi o ne:s 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admi t t he e x h i b i ts ? 

IMS. WI £ST : Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l' 11 move tha t we wa ive tol l 

1~ control ! o r 7 C97-l63 for o ne year . 

16 COMM lSSlONER NE LSON: Well. 1 •m going to 

: 7 second ,t, but : hea rd an e xpansion o ( what we•ve be e n 

,S wa1v;n9 1n t he p a st fro m g iving t hem one yea r w1th t he 

1dea we're 901ng :o renew lt. And the r eason r wa s 

20 w1!l1n9 to granc 1t 1s bec a use technology is not out 

:.ne : e No ~ . the hct ~equ~res chat it be there and it 

22 d1dn·t say anytning about how much it cost. So l 

23 d1dn·t hea= anything about o ne o f the reaso ns we were 

~ ~ wa iving it 1n the pa st was be c ause that i t might b e 

2S cost proh1b1t1 v e as much as beca use t echnology wa s~· t 
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there. I c an understand why technolog y wasn·t t he re. 

b ut I didn' t -- I wasn·t i n Congress when they voted 

3 tha t wa s part o f the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not. part o ! the Act . J' 

S guess t hat's the first th ing. It's an FCC ·· 

6 COMM lSS l ONER NELSON : It's a r u le . 

7 

8 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC dictate . 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: But it has the same 

, we ight as t h e rules and statute unl e ss it's changed 1n 

10 ccurl; right ? 

1 l 

12 

l 3 

15 

16 

17 

MR. HEASTON: That's true But unless t h e 

FCC changes. as we've urged them to do. 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON : Right . So I'm 

seconding your motion wi th the und e rstand1ng i t 's 

e xactl y as we had st a ted i t o r i ginally; is that 

co rrect? 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I mean the motion was for one 

18 year . 

:9 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe the 

2 ~ ~ o t1 o n wa s f o r o ne year. waiver for one year, a r l · 

21 d1dn°t know t hat t he motion had a nything mo re tha n 

22 that, than )UBL a wa i ver from toll cont r o l for one 

23 year . 

24 

25 

CHAI RMAN BURG: It d o esn't. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Ther. I 'll concu r . 
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l COMM ISSIONER NELSON: All I'm saying, though, 

2 is I vot e d for it and there wi ll be a reco r d tha t I 

3 v ot ed (or it; and t he reason l v oted f o r it was the 

4 techno l o gy wasn 't ava 1l ab le. And that's a lot 

5 d~!terent 1n my mind than it's cost prohibitive . 

6 

7 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: I think 

COMM1SSIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn' t 

8 be an issue 1n my mind that you could debate . I don't 

9 wa nt a reco rd that I'm supporting something tor a 

10 different reas o n than : did . 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG : Jus t a comment that I'd ma ke 

12 o n 1t , r guess . l: the re isn't a cechnology. I really 

!3 hate t o see a l 50 nr 75 fi l ings just for an 

e x tension . :{ there :s some wa y we could certify there 

15 1s no tec hn ology and e x tend lt as we come up t o wards 

1 6 that year. l'd welcome that solution r a ther than go 

1 7 thi-ough this with this many o f them. I, personally. 1n 

18 my o wn mind. cannot see a s olut ion when we're g oi ng t o 

!9 have mult iple compan1es ,n nu~ber porcab1lity. le 

20 b o ggles my m:nd t o see h ow that's even g oing to happe n 

2! cha t y ou could end up with any k ind o f t oll 

22 So I ' m guessing when we come up to the 

23 year, we're st.1!1 no t g o ing to have a solution, and 1·11 

2 4 not looking toward to requ1rin9 al l ol you -- I mean 

25 tha t's the name o ( a bureaucrat t o file that many 
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l pieces of paper . So if we can f ind~ way to 

2 consolidate it at tha t time, would welcome any 

3 suggestions. That·~ a ll 1 have. 

4 MR . HEAS10N: l have Mr. Lehner avai l able 

s here, and we do have a couple questions to ask hlm . 

6 JON LERNER , 

7 called as a witness, be ing first duly s worn, 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

was examined and testi f ied a s follows: 

PIR£CT EX AM INATION 
BY MR. HEASTON: 

o. Mr . Lehne r , in our applica tion we described 

the issue of eliminating mu l ti -party servi c es a nd going 

to single party service thro ughout US west se r vice 

1 .; areas. Can you update the Commission o n the st a tus o f 

:s ~hat consistent wi th what we've al r eady put i n the 

16 application? 

17 A . Yes . As of October 31 of this year the 

18 number o ! multi-par ty o r t wo- and f our-party customers 

19 1n US West's territory 1s 612. 612. 

20 

21 Jon? 

22 

23 

A. 

o. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : What was the date o n that, 

As o f 10·31·97. 

And what c an y ou tell the Commission a bout 

24 ou r continu1n9 e!fort co eliminate the multl·parcy 

25 service? 
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l A . Tne plan r19ht now is to eliminate all of 

2 those 612 e x cept f o r 52 of them. And the time frame 

3 f or that will be by the end of the second quar ter , 

4 which I suppose we could put f o r a date o f 6-30 of 

5 ' 9 8. So a ll but 52 of those will be comp leted by 6·30 

6 o ! ' 9 8 . 

7 And what about the r emaining 52? 

8 A. The remaining 52 are extremely high cost 

9 u p grades . And until o ther technology o r other means 

10 become ava1 l oble , there are no plans right now . We 

11 have no p lans to move a head with these 52. 

12 With that we still bel ie ve Lhat 1t is 

:3 appro pria te f o r us t o -- we still be l ieve the wa iver is 

"~ appro pria te 1n th!s case: 1s that co rrect? 

15 

: It 

:s 

. 
" That 1s co,rect . 

MR HEAS70:, : 7hat·s a ll the questions I 

~ S. W: ES'l', 1-!s C':-eme r ? 

;aosS- EXoMINATION 
2 0 BY MS. CREMER : 

2! ~enner . where are those 52 l ocated? ~re 

:2 they spread throughout, o r are they in a specif ic area. 

:3 d you k·.ow'? 

A . cou?d read them oif for you. There' s abo ut 

25 ~ oczPn ex changes . Or ! coul d give y o u a l a te-filed 
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1 • )(h i bit. Let me j uo t r e ad t hem o ff . Ar lingt o n i s 

2 fou r ; Bel le Fourche . si x; De Sme t, f ou r ; Hu r on, three ; 

3 La k e Preston , o ne . 

4 COMMI SS I ONER NE LSON: Do you wan e to st a rL 

5 over? 

6 A . Arl1ngr.on , four; Belle Fourche, six; De Smee , 

7 f o ur; Huro n, three; La k e P reston , o n e; Mad ieon , t wo; 

8 Mil ban k , f our; Pi e r re, two; Redf i e l d , c ... •o ; Si sse ton , 

9 si x ; Spear f is n , t wo ; Vol ga. five ; Wa t.err.o wn, t en ; 

10 Ya n k ton, one. 

11 Q. Is th e r e a part icular reaso n? Is i t l ike 

12 An a conda line or somethi ng ? 

13 A. lt's a combin a tion o f many fa cto r s, b ut you 

1 4 mean a s far a s th e 52 a r e con c e r ned ? 

15 O. Yes. 

A. It ' s a combination o f man J fa ctors . We 're 

17 talk1ng abou t f eeder d i s tr i bution, we 're t a l k i n g a bout 

18 1n some c a ses a PAIR GAI N s y st ems li k e Anaconda tha t 

!S wo u ld need t o be rep l a ced. 

20 MS. CREMER : Okay . That 's all the q uestion s 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I have. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Have y ou inves t i gat e d any 

other technica l solutions other t ha n t o a s i ngl e party 

or.her t ha n line ex tensio n ? 

A. You mea n i n o rder to pro v i de a s i ngle par t y 
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3 
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A. 
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to chese customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

Yea . t think the ana~ er 1a we are const a ntl 

4 1~u k1 ng !or a cheape r way to do this because 1n some 

5 c ase s Comrn1as1oner, we're talking about ove r $100,000 

6 to upgrade~ single customer, and 1t Just doesn't make 

7 aense t~ do that . And the answer woul d seem to lie 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 : 

12 

probably 1n some !orm of wireless, bu t s o fa r the 

wireless technol ogies, whether then satellite o r fixed 

wireless, are still pretty e x pensive. l see that as 

the ult1male solution , though, to some of these . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : l ' m going to move to gra n t 

13 the waiver. 

I ~ MS. w:£ST : Just a aecond. Do the 

lS Comm1s s1onero ha ve any ot her questions? As opposed t o 

:6 :he o ther ones. : •m 901n9 to have to ask you some 

!7 questions t o verify things that were in the appl ica tion 

:a be c a use tnat was signed by Mr Heaston. It -.:asn't 

11 signed by a witness wi th an affidavit. as all the 

2:i ->t hers were So bear w1Lh me f o r a second . 

2 I 

2 

23 

25 

A. : •ve never c r usted his signature e i ther. 

MS . w:tS7 Fi rst one. d o es US West provide 

v o ice grade a ccess t o the public s wi tched net work to 

all 1n Its se rvi ce area? 

I,. • Yes. 
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MS. WIEST: And doe s it p r o vide local YStge? 

A . Yes . 

MS . WI EST: Do y ou prov i d e dua l t o ne 

multi-frequenc y signalling or its f unc t ioca l 

equivalent? 

A . Yes 

MS. WIEST: Do you providP access to your 

8 emergency services? 

9 

10 

A . 

11 services? 

A . 

Yes. 

MS. WIEST : 

Yes . 

MS. WI EST: 

12 

13 

i,; 

:s 

16 

1nterexchange serv ice? 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST : 

17 direc' ? ry assistance? 

A. Yes. 

MS. WIE ST: 

Do you pro v ide a ccess to o pe rator 

Do you provide access co 

And do y ou provide access t o 

Aud you'v e a lready talked about 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

t o ll control and .:he waiver . Do you provide o r ar,e you 

able t o p r o v ide t o ll block ing? 

A . Ye s. 

MS. WI EST: Then ge tting back t o you r request 

for the waiver o n s1ngle party servi ce , I know in y ou r 

25 application you talked about the ones chat you have no 
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1 plano. you kno w, o! providing service due to the cos t 

2 and everything . My problem, 1 guess. is that l don• t 

3 see that there is any de minimus excepc1on within the 

FCC rules wi th respect co single party service . Have 

S you been granted any o f this type o f de m1nimus 

6 exceplion t o that requ irement , do you kno w, in any o f 

7 the o th ~r states? 

A. I .am no: a ware . 8 

9 MS . WIEST : And wh a t J•m getting at is that 

10 it appears, a cco r d:ng t o the FCC rules and I'm 

tl loo king a t 4 7 54 . : 0l(cl , that 1n o rder c o grant any 

:2 adc.t 1ona l :~~e ~~ ~o~p!ete ne· wo rk upgrades for sing le 

:l par ty o r enhanc ed q:: o r coll l1mitaci o n, that the 

:~ 1 Co,nm1 as ion does 1n !ac t hav e to set a time period for 

: s y o~ t o co~r:ete those ne· wo rk upgrades. ts your 

:6 con t Pn t 1on chat we d o no t ? 

. ., I w~ul d n o t ma ~e that c o ntenc1 o n. t 'm going 

:9 t G !Pt my at to:ney arg~e with yo~ abo ut that . 

:~ MS. Wl£S7 : Well . then. I do have a CO\.ple 

2c - ·h~: q~es~1 o ns ~y e ther quest: on 1s o n servi c e 

2: .-irea . And 1c 1s als o a requirement o f the state 

:2 Comm1ss1on to designate service areas a s o pposed t o 

2l study areas ! o r no r.rural telecommun1cac1ons compan1es . 

2 ~ First of all , you wo uld a g ree tha t y o u a re a nonrural 

25 tele commun1ca~1ons company? 
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A. Y'es . l 

2 M:S. WIEST: And in the FCC's publ ic notice 

3 96- 4 5 issued 9-29 -9 7, it d oes state that we must send 

4 to USAC the names o f the ETC's a nd t he d esignat ed 

s s e rv ice areas f o r nonru ral ca rriers n o later than 

6 December 31st, 1997. And r kno w you ma de some 

7 r eference to t hese things in yo ur a pplica tion , but 1 

e don't think you really told us what you w~nt your 

9 se rvi ce are a to be. Becay3e the FCC h a s told us that 

10 we better not adopt your study a rea a s you r s ervice 

11 a r ea for large ILEC's. Do you ~ave, er v ice areas for 

12 you r company that you want the Commission to ado p t a t 

13 this time ? 

A . We ll. 

:s here, l guess, 

I suppose tha t -- and. 

to help me with this . 

Bil l, )ump in 

But I suppOS'! 

16 that ou r s e v ice area ought t o be o ur e xchange s in tbe 

17 state o f South Da kota . No w, the study ~rca is a 

18 different issu e and that has not been determined yet. 

19 But I would thin k th a t ou r se rvi ce area wou ld be ou r 

20 e xchanges that we serve 1n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR . HEASTON : If I ma y fro m a lega l 

22 standpoin t, t h e r e is no def1n1t1on yet; a nd ce rtain l y 

23 ou r service area would be those are as wi thin which we 

2 ~ are au t hori zed to provide the support ed s erv ices . 

25 MS . WI EST : Right . And tha t•u my ques tion. 
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1 MR. HEASTON: From a genera l perspective. I 

2 guess. i f that 's what you•re looking f o r is what you 

3 wo uld designate c o the FCC would no t be anything 

4 outside the area where we• r e a uthorized or c ert i f i ed to 

5 provi d e service . Whe n it comes t o where the area s are 

6 goi ng t o be t hat wou ld be where the services wo uld be 

7 su ppo rted by a uni versa l s e r vi ce fund, whether it•s 

8 high cost or low i ncome o r l ibrar i e s o r wha t ever it 

9 happ ens to be , you kno w, tha t's an are a tha t ' s 

1 0 cu r rently under d eb~t e d epend ing upo n which proxy cost 

1 1 model is g o1ng to be accept e d . And so that•s wh y we 

12 are some what vague on tha t cer m b e c ause what this 

13 Commission has not done and n o r has the FCC come out 

l 4 with any !1 n a l decis : on as t o what mo del it i s going to 

:s a ccept. Sol think 1f we' re required co cake a look at1 

16 a •service a rea.• : would do it fr o m t he standpoin t of 

17 what Jon - · to comply with the law . If t ha t·a wha t 

!8 we're look ing f o r . : o conpl y w1ch t he FCC requi rement. 

19 I think that's what we woul d look a t i s an a rea, 

20 though. no larger tnar. a n e x change a rea , whic h we wo u l d 

2 : equate to a wire cen:er o r an e x change area. And we 

22 have however ~any a r e on that . 

23 MS . WIEST: He how many e x change s do y ou 

2 .; stl!! have? 

25 MR . !-!!EASTON: It's on the list we submitted . 
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A . I c an't answer that etac~l y . It's 

approximately 3S. 

MS. WIEST: It would be a tt ached ? 

MR. HEASTON: It's o n our exhibit ~o ou r 

S application. 

6 MS. WI EST: So however many with the 

7 amendment the three that we re missed . Tha t ' s h ow many 

8 service a r eas you would li k e the Commission to 

9 designate for Us West a t this time? 

JO A . I guess I'm not sure whether we wou ld want to 

11 designate e a ch exc hange . 

12 MS. 'WtEST: My p r oblem 1s we are supposed to 

13 tell t h e FCC by Dece mber 31st what you r des ig na ted 

1 4 

15 

service a:- e a is. 

A. 

16 e xchange. 

17 

18 abou t it 

19 

Then i suppo se we ought to d o i t e x c hange by 

MS. WIEST: I! you want more time to think 

MR. HEASTON: Yes . I think l would. I mean 

20 th is is not somethi ng t hat's come up i n the other t wo 

21 states that I 've done this in, a nd I had the s a me basic 

2 2 application. I will have to -- r will d o a late - filed 

23 e xhibit on tha t i f r could with an aff idavit from Jon. 

24 

2S 

MS . WIEST: Okay. 

MR. HEASTON: What a re you rely i ng on again , 
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1 Rol ayne ? 

2 MS. WIEST: Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 pub lic notice, that wa s docket 96·~5 DA 97·1892 issued 

4 9-29·97. 

5 

6 

MR. HEASTON: 1892. 

MS. WIEST : And I'm also relying on 

7 paragraphs 181S, 192, 193 of the FCC's universal service 

s order . 

9 

10 

1 l 

12 

H 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST: 

MS. CREMER: 

197, 175 . 

1S7 or 

185, 192. 

MS. WiEST: The docket number f or the FCC 

MR . HEASTON: Not the docket number bu t the 

.: S 

I 
o roer nucibe:. che o rder number. 

16 MS. W!EST: Okay. l was l ooking at 185, 192 

1 1 and pa ragrap h 

18 MR. HEASTON: I got those. Was it FCC 

.:9 97-:S7? 

:: 0 MS W!ES7 lS7. ri.ght . And the other th1 ng 

21 you might wa ne to address 1n paragraph 185, for 

22 e xample. it does say 1f a state PUC adopts its ex ist ing 

23 serv~ r e a rea s ~or lllrge :tEC' s . :he1r study area, this 

2~ would erect s1gn1f1cant oarrters to entry. We are also 

2S encouraged to consider designating service areas that 
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1 requi r e an ILEC to serve areas other than they have no t 

2 traditionall y se r ved. 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

B 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

MR . HEASTON: Yes . And. see. this -- what 

the pro blem this causes is where y ou have not 

conside r ed and have left to the FCC to determine how 

tha t 's g o ing t be modeled fr om a pro xy standpo1nt . 

And, yes, we a re advocating smaller geographic e l ements 

than the wire c enter f o r universa l high cost support 

but I do not h a ve a South Dakot a specific look bec a use 

thi s Commi~sion decided not to do their o wn earl ier 

this -- a coup l e months ago. as opposed t o Wyo mi ng a nd 

No rth Dakota where I d o have that beca use tho s~ t wo are 

look i ng at doi ng their o wn, o r suggE lting thei r o wn 

c o st study. Sol d o have the small grids, as we call 

1t, and I could i den tify that for you. l c annot 

ident i fy anyth ing smaller than r i ght no w than a wi re 

17 c enter. 

18 HS . WIEST: Okay . 

l 9 HR. COI T : Excuse me. may I comment br ief l y 

20 o n this? And I understand that l' m not a party but t 

21 do believe it wa s my unders tanding toda y tha t the whole 

22 issu e o f disaggregated service areas f o r u S Wes t or 

23 any other company may come up. But 1 would li ke to say 

2~ we cert ain ly ha ve an interest in the issue. And I 

25 think that the FCC r ules i nd icate that -- the orde rs 
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a nd the rules 1nd 1cate tha t befor e changing ~n e x ist i r.g 

•r •• c e area , that the Comm1 sa1 0 0 at the state level 

needs t o !ind that it's cons:stent with universal 

servi c e requirements . Sot th1nk it's a real l y 

1nvolved -- 1nvolves a lot more than the r e view o f 

a c t ually l ook ing at ETC serv~ce obligations . You're 

t l k i ng abou t making changes in a US West serv1ce are a 

that could s1 gn 1! 1cant ly change the level o f suppo r t it 

might receive under a feder a l universal service fund. 

Decisions o n US West service ar~~ disaggregation a n d 

so forth could certainly impact ru r al telephone 

companies as we1 • . And 1 guess go i ng in to this 

proceeding it was ou r unde r s tanding that there a r e 

c ertain es t ab l 1shed incumbent LEC service areas, and we 

didn't understand, I guess. that we -- that the issue 

in this Us West docket o r any o f th e o ther one s would 

be with regard to dtsa ggregac :ng serv1ce areas . 

MS. WIEST: t• m not talking abou· 

d1sag9regat1ng se rvice area s. And 1 think y o u have to 

recogni ze the distincti o n that was made bet ween 

nonrurals and r u ral c o mpanies with respect t o service 

area . I! we wan t to look at doing any t hing t o rural 

companies with respe c t t o dis a ggregation, we have to 

s pec 1f:cally pet1 t1on the FCC. That's a ll I'm t a l k1ng 

abou t , a nd that's the reaso n wh y t o nly b r o ught u p this 
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1 issue with respect t o US West. And it's jus t my 

2 unde rs tanding the Commission does ha ve to d o the 

3 service area in order for OS Wes t to get your 

4 unive r 3al service money . 

s MR. HEASTON: I f 1 could have until wha tever 

6 date was suggested earlier on get ting the additi cnal 

7 affidavits in, I'll h a ve a recommendation for you from 

8 us West on t ha t . 

9 MS. WIEST: Okay . Are there a ny other 

10 questions of this witness ? On e more quest ion, 

11 Mr . Lehner . Do y ou have any observat ion to what 

12 Mr. Bes t suggested as adver ti sing requi rements f o r your 

1 3 company? 

1 4 A. I'm no t sure that I understood e xactly what 

15 he wa s requiring. I! the requirement i s to advertise 

16 it once a year 1n the newspaper, I don 't think we have 

17 a problem with that. 

18 MS. WIEST : And getting back c o s 1ngle party 

19 service is high cost, th e only b1rr1er is to p r o v ide 

20 single party serv1ce to those 5 2 customers? 

21 

22 

A. Yes,. 

MS. WIEST: l s 1c also U I West's posit ion 

23 that th~ settlement agreement tha t you've stated is 

24 suspended concerning single part y service no longer 

25 applies where I bel i eve y ou stated you would have 
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1 single party service to a ll cus t ome r s by the year 2000? 

2 A . Had the 121 investmen t program continued, I 

3 wou ld have bee n out here tal k ing t o the staff and to 

4 you abou t these a nyway. because as we honed down to 

5 some to the last fe w on some of these e xchanges, 1t 

6 became obvious that this was th is 1s fool1sh to 

7 spend that kind of mone y with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't make any sense. 

9 MS. WIEST: That's all I nave . Mr . Heaston, 

:o you might als o want t o address the question of whethe r 

11 the Comm1asion has the a uthority to pro v ide any de 

12 min1mus exc epti o n t o the single party without putting 

13 the t1~e l:ne o n . t . 

1 4 MR . HEASTON: don't know that de minimus is 

15 the issue, but : do th1nk that you could put a t1me 

:& line on it and make it r~newable that we would have t o 

:7 ~o~e 1n. : think wha ~ :he rule would allow you t o do 

:c .s require us to cone .non a regularly - scheduled 

:~ bas.s. maybe annJa,!;. maybe semi-annually, t o updat e 

:c ·he Conn1ssion o : where we are technologywise 1n taking 

2: ca r e o ! these l as: 5 2 . That would be my pos1tion on 

22 th:s 1s that tnat p~:s a time limit on and it ma kes it 

Zl dr:ven by the technology and the affordab1l1ty of 1c. 

2~ MS WIES7 Okay. Any othe r questi o ns ? 

25 COMMI SS:ONER SCHOENF ELDER : 1 have a question 
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1 of Mr . Lehner . And the reason I have a question i s 

2 because 1n y our amended applica t ion you might have 

3 addressed it, however, 1 don ' t h ave a copy of that and 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

I apologize. But you addressed 1n here and you ha ve an 

e x h1b1t on y ou r origina l app lication cha t regards 

Lifeline, L~nk Up. And bas ically what it 1s it's your 

t ar iff, o r a page that l ook s li k e a tariff page t o me. 

Now, US Wes t really intends to comp ly wi th the 

Commission o rd e r in Li fe line. Link Op ? 

A. Absolut ely . 

COMMISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I n e e d to kno w 

that. 

13 A . And tha t page doesn't apply any more . 

14 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFEL DER : Than k yo u . 

15 MS. WIEST: Any other q uest1ons? T~ank you . 

16 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I guess I have a 

17 question. :~u k now, you - - when you were talk i ng about 

18 why you §houldn't have t o prov1d@ this single pa rty 

:9 systems f or these areas that you listed like Spearf ish 

20 and Pi erre a nd all t he list that you went through --

21 A . Yes . 

22 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Wh y would lt -· it ) Ust 

23 seems weird to me that 1t woul d be tha t e x pensi ve to 

2 ~ prov1 d e t hose se rv ices i n some a reas . Like Pier re and 

2S Huron, those are prett y ·· I mean c an y ou e xp l a in that 
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t o m, a little bit beca use I flnd that a little odd . 

A. The h i gh cost we're ta l k ing about i n many 

3 c a ses. not only replac ing, we're t a lking about 

4 cus tomers that were e ngineered probably back in the 

S s1 x t1es a nd sevent1es t o multi- party service with n o 

6 intention o f having single party service . So we're 

7 talking in many c ases miles and miles of distribution 

8 cable, some cases six palr, 11 pair, ma ybe even greater 

c, pa1r. So we're t a l king about now having t o replace 

10 that cable with p r o bably SO pair o r a h und r ed pair 

!l cable And we·r~ a ' 8o tal k ing aLou t many c ases whe r e 

12 at the end of that c able we have to extend what some 

13 peo ple will call a d r op, what l c a ll a pa ir o f wires , 

14 s o metimes several 1les. And 1n o rder t o provide 

lS single party servi ce -- wel l, I t ake that back in that 

. 
• r c ase. The drop piece o( chat wi ll be o kay . wa s 

1 7 thin~ :ng o { 1! they nave mo re than o ne line. But we're 

18 tal~1ng abo ut distrib~t1on c able, we're t alking abou t 

fe~der, and we're talking in some c ases abou t PA I R GAI N 

: o systems that a~e Just plain (ull . I'm tal k ing abo u t 

systems that you've hea r d like Anaconda that are going 

22 t o need t o be repla c ed. lt's e xpensi ve . 

23 

~ . _., 
COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I guess 1n my mind it 

see~s to me that cost proh1b1c1ve -- I didn't e xactl y 

2S envisi o n e xa c tly wh t y o u we r e Just explaining to me L _____________________ __J 
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l because I wa s thinking maybe these l1nes had to be run 

2 ou t miles and miles and miles and there's nobo dy out 

3 the re o r something. But i ! this 1s 1n a f a irl; 

4 p opulated area, and 1t doesn 't seem to me that these 

5 p eople should have t o live with just t wo par t y 

6 telephone system when most o f t he worl d doesn't , a s we 

7 know it in South Dakota, doesn't have to d o t ha t 

8 because the lines ar e all fil led up. I mean I'm 

9 looking !or some reason why that's a cceptab l e, 

1 0 especial ly when some o ( those little co~panies are 

11 saying that they got maybe three o r f our people l ef t 

12 that they d on't have that service f o r and they've made 

13 every effort to say, well, we want a wa iver but we will 

1 4 do 1t by the end of the year or what~ver . 

15 A I think tha t most of the compa nies you've 

16 been listening Lo up until now ·• and I o bviously c an't 

!7 speak ! o r th~m. but ! t hi nk you're talkin~ about 

18 engineering thdt was d on e probably 15, 2 0 1ea rs ago 1n 

:9 most o f these co~pan1es ' c ases where they ~t the t1oe 

20 spent the money to do that. We d1d n ot do that . We 

21 provided d i stribution systems tha t were literal ly 

22 des19ned not to provide single party se rv ice. There 

23 are different !und ing mechanisms and different 

24 requirements tha t we've h a d. They·ve had the ab ility 

25 t o spend that k ind of mone y a nd recover it. No w, I c an 



l spend 5100,000 or Sl S0,000 o r 50,000, whate ver it is. 

2 to do these, but s o mewhere that has to be recove r ed and 

3 i t isn't going t o be recovered from a customer. That 

~ customer i sn' t g o ing to pay f o r tha t. 

S COMM tS5l0 h £ R NELSON: It seems t o me this 

6 flies i n the fa ce o f what the governor's b 1ll s a id l a st 

7 year . I mea n h ere we're t alking making ava ilabl e high 

6 t echnolog y to everybody in S o uth Dako ta . Basical l y 

9 tha L's what the bill says. And we're ta l ki ng he re s ome 

10 people tha t are n 't even goi ng to have single pa rty 

ll telecommur.1cat1on in t h is s t ate . 

12 A . Comm1s s1 o ner. all I c an tell you 1s what t he 

And I think that· s · · 1 think tha t· s . unless :3 cost 1s . 

l 4 there's a re covery mecha r.1sm. it wo~l d make no sense t o 

:s spend tha : kind o ~ money. And 1 c ertainly wouldn' t 

recommend I t . 

: 7 C HA!R~ Mr SURC: The question I h av e 1n the 

:i ~EC 1n d ust ,y when we have these k ind o f s1cu a t1ons o nc e 

li .n a ~, .:e th•re • s ano ther provider tha t 1s close r that 

2C c n d o 1c. Wou:d tha t be :he case ~o any o! these ? 

2: Would that be a reasonable s o lution ever? 

22 

23 

A . ':' e S , l t •J C \. l d • And , Comm1. ss1 one r . 1! there 

i s any comp~ny 1n this r oom thac would l 1k e to serve 

2 ~ an y o f chest. 52, I would be happy t o negotiate. 

2 S CHAIRMAN BURG: l thin k maybe when we 're down 
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1 to 5 2, we ought to get a l ist of those names and see i f 

2 we cou ld work i t out . 1 sha re what Couns e l has said. 

3 I'm not sure we can ma k e the e x cept ion. T know that 

4 US West's counsel has given u s what I c a ll a sho rt 

5 term one, that 1n other words, we could give t he wa i ver 

6 fo r a limited period of time, bu t I d on't kno w that's 

7 an indefinite solution and we probably ough t to work - -

8 look at wor k ing t ogether to mee t and find the s olut1on 

9 Lo meet the FCC rules I think i f we ca n . But s o many 

10 ·· maybe, 1 guess, what I woul d like eo request is t h e 

11 actua l name and loc a tion o f those 52 f iled at s ome 

12 ti me. 

13 not. 

I don't ca r e whethe r it 's part o f th is docke t o r 

l 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l !i 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. 

thank you . 

I think tha t can be provided . 

MS . WIEST: Any othe r ques tions? !f not , 

.-HAIRMAN BURG: I sup pose we do need some 

type of wa iver 1n order to grant them an ETC status . 

MS . WIEST: Sorry, fo r wh ic h now? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: For single party . 

MS. WI EST : ~ t this time sta f f has a witness 

on this case first. 

MS . CREMER: Staff woul d call Har l an Best. 

HARLAN BBST , 

c al led as a witness, be ing previously s worn, 
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.l w~~ exnm1ned and testified as f ollows: 

2 DI RECT E;XAM ! NATIQN 

3 BY MS . CREMER : 

o. Harla r. , were you the analyst assigned to 

s T C97-163, us West's application? 

6 

7 

8 West'? 

9 

10 

A. 

o. 

A . 

o . 

Yes . 

And have you reviewed that a pplication by U S 

Yes. 

And would you agree with Mr . Lehn er when he 

l l testif ied earli ~r r a they met all the requirements of 

12 4 1 CFR 5 4 -101? 

l 3 

. . . ~ 
:s 

A. 

Q . 

A. 

That they have met those? 

Yes. 

Yes, w!Lh Lhe discussion that we've had on 

l 6 s 1 ng ! e pa rt y 

l 7 o. Okay. And at your re commendation f o r 

18 advertising, would tha t be the same for US West a s it 

t, wa s ! o r the o thers ? 

A . Yes . 

21 And wha~ would y ou r recommendati on be for the 

22 Commission :n de!1n1ng a service area for US West? 

A. It ~ ould be the wire center. 

MS. CREMER , 7nat's al l the questions l would 

25 have. 



8 7 

l MS . WIEST; Any questions. MB. W.lka? 

2 MS . WILKA : No queat1 o na . 

3 MS . WIEST : Commias1 o ners ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURC : The queat1on I'd have 18 

s ba~ed o n that, sho uld w~ no t ·· l ~ean 1 9 t his ·· v h a t 

6 d o I c a.l I t ? la thu1 a d ocu111e:n. that 10 :1led l n 

7 these hear i ngs ? 

8 MS. CREMER : Yes . 

9 ~HAIRMAN BURC: I guess I th1nx we o ught to 

10 co rre c t that exh1b1t t o put n o on each o f those that 

ll 

12 

:3 

H 

:s 

: 6 

we've ~ade a waive r ! o r o n t he sing l e party becaJse 1 

believe the ans wer 1s no and we've made a waiver to 

satisfy cha t 

~ s. CREMER : Okay . 

<" HAIRMAN BURG : Sin c e that's ! 1led . 

COMMl SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : We have not mo ved 

:7 f o z a wa1v~ r 1n t hat area. have we ? 

!8 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, f o r si x mon th s on one 

: 9 ct h ~r company . 

20 MS. WI EST : We have c wo sing l e p l r ty waivers 

2 1 so fa . but U S West we h aven·c mo ved yet . right? 

2 2 CHAlRMAN BURG : But i f we do and t or any we 

2 3 d o . since he's a wi t ness on the stand and this is his 

24 d o cument. l ~h i nk that this document should be 

2 5 co rre c ted t o r e ! lecc , no, they d o noc meet that t o 
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l co1nc1de with the waivers we' ve given. 

MS. CREMER : Okay . 2 

3 CH AI RMAN BURG: l guess I d on· t kno w . What 

~ do we need t o do to make su r e that correction is made ? 

s MS . WIEST : I bel,eve there are three 

o compan1es th a t d o not at this tlme provide single party 

7 service. so all they wou ld have to d o is change tha t 

a yes to no ( o r tho se Srateline. Vent u re, a nd US West ; 

CHAI RMAN BORG : And t he testimony on th e 1 0 

l : r eco rd is adequate to accomplish t hat? 

1 2 MS. WIEST : Yes. 

13 CH:.:RMAN BORG . Okay . That's all I 

l 'i I wo nde red 

:~ 

:6 W~s:. have? 

1 7 

MS. w: EST : 

38. 

MS . WIES7: 

So h o w many wi re centers does US 

38 Thank you. Any other 

:9 questi o ns o f tht s witne ss? 

:1 0 

21 

MS CPEl'ER : 

MS. WIEST: 

No 

Wo uld you like to admit this 

22 doc ke t f o r the purposes o f t his d ocket ? Befo re ! onl y 

:3 adm.:ted 1 t ! o r the o ther d ockets . 

MS . CREMER: Actual l y! wasn't 901ng to mo v e 

25 1t into this one beca use people testified to i t , so I 



89 

1 didn't really need i t in mi ne . 

2 mov e it. 

But I c an certainly 

3 MS. WIEST: It's up to you . 

4 MS. CRE~ER : We don't need it in this docke t . 

s MS . WIEST: Any other quest ion s of this 

6 witness? Thank you . An y t hing else fr om any o f the 

7 parties? At this time l believe the Commission wil l 

8 take these matters under advisement. We are wa i t ing 

9 f o r some l ate ·fi led e xh ibits in s o me d ockets, and it 

l O will be poss i ble that perhap4 the Commissio n will ma ke 

ll the dec1sions e1ther a t a Commission meeting o r at the 

12 December 2nd hearing o n some o ther related ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any quest ions fro m anybody or any 

1 4 comments ? 

] 5 MR . CO IT : I woul d Just, f o ~ the record , li ke 

16 to fo r ma ll y request that the Commiss io n des1gnate each 

17 o f the ·- baaed upon the reco rd, the aff idav1ts yet t o 

l8 be submlt t ed, that t he co~~isu i o n des i gnat e each o f the 

19 rural telephone companies , SDITC member compan1es, >& 

20 ETC 's and t~ ~t their study areas b e designated as t heir 

21 se r vice area . That's all I have . 

22 MS. WIEST : Thank you. That w1ll close the 

23 hearing. 

24 ITHE HEARING Cl)NCLUDED AT 3:50 P . M.) 

25 



l STATE OP SOUTR DAKOTA l 
) 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES ) 
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s 

l, Lori J. Grode, RMR. ~ otary Public , i n a nd 

for the S t ate of South Dakota, d o hereby c e r tify that 

6 the abov e hearing. pages l through 89, incl u sive, wa s 

7 r e co rded st enog raphically by me and reduced to 

8 typewriting. 

9 ! FURTHER CERTIFY t hat the f o r ego ing 

10 transcript of the said hear ing is a t r ue a nd correct 

11 transcr1pt of the stenographic notes at the t ime a nd 

12 place spe c1 f1 ed heretnbefore. 

13 I F URTHER CERTIFY that I am n ot a relative or 

employee or a ttor ney r couns e l o f any of the parties. 

! S no r a relative or empl o yee o f such attorney or counsel, 

: o o r f1nanc 1a lly interested directly o r indirectly in 

17 this a c t.i o n . 

! 5 : s WITNESS wHEREOF, 1 h ave hereunt o set my 

1 J nanc and aeal o f o ff ice at Pierre, South Dakota. thi s 

2 C 

21 

22 

2 ) 

l sl da)• o f De c ember , 1997 . 

Lo r1 J. Gr o de. RMR 
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TC97 -0 92 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UT ILITIES COMMISSION OF 

THE STATE OF SOUTII DAKOTA 
RECEIVED 

IN Tllli MA'ITCR ()f lllE !RF.QUEST OF 
KLNNI. IJtC 11:L!cl'HONE CO , INt' FOi< 
lll.SIClNA 1 ION A'i AN ELIGlllU 

JUN d !991 
I 
) 
) 

I 

RECJUtSTFOR ETC SOUTH DAI< 
OESIGNATl(>N ununes co·~;A .PUBLIC 
IJOC'Klff TC97. ,..,MISSION 

I El I COMMUNll'A TIONS: C'A RRll:R 

Kcrutct>C'C l<lcri,onc l'o , In, pum1.u1110 J 7 lloJIC\l ~IJI<> \ "u<lt ("ll SC "I $«110,, 2 ld(cJ .wl 

J7 C',t<k nl ~cdctlrl R~suLllH>II\ 1·c1 k"J '-<cllUII 'I :!01 hcrcb) - ~J lrum lhe P\lhl,c, U11ht1C1 

"11\lt<' llb!igi;11un< «.n'151cnt "'lh lh< l<Jcnil I.." >nd .JioulJ be deemed cl1g1bk 10 r«er,c fcdcr.al 

unr\<n.,I \CfvtCc ,upport. Al ~ one chgrblc tdcc0<nmu111<;iiM>1» .i1rncr" 10 be dcsrgiwcd b) rhc 

c,.,,m&J,i1>11 l0< ,oeh ,cr, ,ce ""ta ,n 1hc ~IIIIA: llo"c,cr, m the ra,c, ol wcas lo<"nal b) rur.rl rcltphun< 

cornpan,r., lhc C'tlfllm ... ion m.iy OOI dalgnorc m0<e 1i.,n onc ( llC I» M f re" 1ihou1 fil'\I finding th)! 

IXNIIIT 

I 



• 

1 K,~1ncb<, r dtphc,nc ~-,.. Im 111 ><,o:d.in<< "11h 4 7 ('l·R 4 ~ IQ I cllfrr, 1/ie lollo,. ,n, k.:al 

c\th.Ull,!t: td«omrnu,11\;~U11f1J '-Ct\ttC'\ h-' .1U \Of1,11mtn 1httK1Jht•~t th \O"\Kc .&1C--J 

, t>t• r ~'2J< .tU.e\ to thr-p.ahl11 .. ""11'-h<'d· nctk(lfli. 

I oc•f uch~i;c s.,r. l • .e 1ndud111c JII ;,n1,•1111 of k"-•I u~~• frtt ur per nlinvl< charg01 

under> 11.rJ ••l«I luc.tl 'ff"« fl,><k.1~< 

f.>iul tt..tnc mult1-1,~utnC') ,1gnJ.l1")t 

Att:C'\1 to <'n,ct)!t"nt-")' ~"«-' \Uih .l~ 1)11 vt cnh.1.nc-N 911 rubhc kl\1tn.. 

Altc,\ 10 nl'('f:ltur '<rv,rn.. 

Access hJ ,n1ttt\1.ah.J.n•C' i.c:n,,~. 

Ace.cu to d1rtt1ory "-''U\t.mci:. ~ 

J uU bJ.xL,ng ><1• I« 10 quahl •nl Jo" •uiromc Clltllumco 

M no1<'<1.u,,,,c, K<nncbtc T tkphon< Cu. In, oJoc- J'"" tJc 1011 lrnllllllkwi "" lee 1n du, form of 

mll hkk.~1n1t 141 qu~ltf)mt:, cc..-i,uukr.. htJ\\t'\t"J lhc ~JUorul tnll hmu.auun 1'Cl''\1.lr: of .. ,nll CMtrot"' .u 

Jctin«t 1111hc nc" H (" umrn·,al ,cr,ic;c rules (4 7 Cl R ~S I 100()1)" 00( pr,>\lckd Kmn<.b<c 

lckphooc, (o , Inc 1> l!Ol owwc ll1J1 "'1! l«•I c\Ctu.n~c t:tmcr 111' 11111 [);,J.oo, 1w • curmtl c..p,b1fll} ro 

fl'O\ ,Jc Wl:h \Cr. ICC n,c rec: Ill"« no md,cauoo JYIU< 10 the rclt.t\C of ... un,,c,w s«vicr otckr (FCC 

'17·1 q J 1h.i tull <<1n1tul """Id be ""fl<""d •• .in ITC: $<'t\lKC r1:<11111<111cn1 Mil. h> oor mform•1l"n 1111J 

hclkl, it\• mult. I I.C, nohon" 1Jc urc not po1n1<H1cd to rnalc the Kn>r« 1mn1cd~tcly ov;,1t.blc In ord<r 

l~r 1-.rnncl>ff- I clcphonc ("o • In, to pr11, nit 1hc ''"' ice . .wdrrlOIIJI uuge tml.loi: .tn.111111'1~ n~l!,litw:s 

\t1II hnc h; b-.: lfl\t.lJfnJ In rt., '°'21,witchin~ t'\1Utpm('11t Al nunJmum. 1.hc \4:tvtcc tnfU1,ra .a <v.1tchmg 

, .. 11 ... .,c u~k .anll ot !111, hm<: 1-.cnncbc,c fclcphonr ( u 111< tJ 111,cu,p111'11111d !utcmp<1ng 1<1 

d<r<tmnrc "'IM.'lhn 1/,e nCCC\SaJ) >(111\,.uc ho, b,,cn dn elof'l<'d .mil "hen 11 m,,i,1 become a, ~llablc 

,\<.<onlm~l) Kcnncbn r <lcph""" to. In~. " IA<'<I """ .-cepuun~I cirClJJlUI=, co1,ccrnm11 

1h ah,ht) •~· mil Le tht- lull w nth1I k'n it,c .n,ulJble a, toet fonh m 1hc f-('C~" unavcn::11 ,crvtec ruk:. and 

n1mt rl"&funt et YiJt\'(:r frocn the ,c:quunntnt tu J'f0\110~ lKh ~vKc i\1 thf'I 11mc. a ,u1,cr for o pcnod or 

CJtlc «.u "rn1uc<rcll. Pnor 10 lhc end ul 1hc one )Carpn,,d, Ker,ncbc,c TcJcrihooc Co. Inc will rq,on 

haci. ru rhc ('ornm,~,lon wirh ·J!«•f,c 111fnnn011<H1 indlClllin~ .-hen the n«~ury netwotk •Pllnwk:s can b< 
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KENNEBEC TEl,BPHONE CO. INC Oct. 8. 1997 
DELORES JOHNSTONE, PRES/ MGR 
P.O. bOX 158 
KENNEBEC, S . 0. 575,;4 - 0158 RECEIVED 
PUBLIC trrlLlTIES CO."!MlSSION 
At:tn: Camron Hoseck , Sta ff Atr;;y. 
State Cap itol Bldg . 

OCT I O 1997 

500 East Capitol Ave . 
Pierre. S. o . 57501 -5070 

SOUTH DJ,KOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Re: Eligible Telecommunications Carner applJ.cat10n. 
Tt:97 ·092 Kennebec Telephone Co. Inc . lecter daced Oct 1 
to Mr Richard Colt. executive d irector of SDfTC. 

Dear Mr. Hoseck, 

In reqard t o 47 C. P. R. 54. l Ol[aJ 141, single par ty Gervice 
is o{fered to a ll customer s i n t he Presho & Kennebec a reas 
by the Ke nnebec Telephone Co. Inc . 

t n regard co 47 C.F.R. 54 . 405 and 54 .411 
Kennebec Telephone Co. lnc. currently offers Li feli ne and 
Linkup local service discounts within the Presho exc hange 
purchased f rom US West c011111Unicacions . In i~s Kennebec 
exchange t he service is not currently offered , but will be 
o!fered beginning J anuary 1, 1998 . The Li f e l i ne and 
LinkUp program discounts will be otc red in both oC the 
Ke nnebec Telephone Company exchange areas beginning Jan . 
l . 1998 , in accord ~iLh the FCC rules, 47 CFR 54 .400 -
54 . 41 1 ano any Puc decisions concern1.ng implcment~t ion of 
the e xl?anded programs . It is our understand i ng that while 
prov1.d1ng the Lifeli ne and Link Up services is a 
requl.rement imposed on ETCs pursuant to 47 CFR 54 . ·105 and 
5'1 . t:ll, it is not ac tually a pre -condilion ·.:hi c h must he 
met befo re ETC status can proJ?e rly be granted b¥ the 
Commission . 47 CFR S~.101 which lists the service 
obliga~ions that must be met before a carr ier can r eceive 
federa l universal service support does not specifically 
reference Lifeline and Link Up services . 

Delores Johnstone, being f i rst duely sworn, states tha t 
she 1.s the President/ Manager for c.he Kennebec Telephone 
Co. rnc . and she has read che initial ETC appl ication and 
the fo regoing, a nd t he s arne are true to her own besl 
knowledge. informati on and belief.,....... i , / 

, \. ':'/~ ,. , / ,<t.,u) 
Delores hnstone, Pres/ Mgr 
Ke nnebe Telephone Co . Inc . 

Subscribed and sworn to before rne this 8th day o! Oct. 
1997. 
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Rr=CE,VED 

11•u.1,i; \S D u,I( Ir PIA"' 
Ot KC\"lt/JCCTELEl'l/0,VC CO.ltl'ANI ' / \C: 

lhc A,,.,.,i,,.. Tri,pl,,ww (',-,..,,.. /,.. ,w,a,.r, tll,. rloa ~ 10 4• (. I k t ~ .&OIIJI 1.r,..,t,r. T,t,,.; -
I...,...., foe u, t,m, ~ "'., cl1(\blc l<I«....,...,_, cama b) lht \o,,u, Doi<J'.a l'vbl1< I W.lln C""""1..­
I Ill'\ <.;....i ., -.b. "'""INl._cl,fcl ..... ....i I au. I P>tf'lttl\MlaNc10qu.,hf)"'l! ..,...·-U1r-a, ,cl (on:, 18 

\ht (--, / ,.,.,Jr/nltr .,.J /~u,.,. \e<M 11/ IAl? of l'>ttu,.,.. WIN 11.o•crnbn UI, 1'1'17, 1>....t ,n l),,..kd 1C'l7•1$0 
Un 1bc: M::ma ar tbc la>dJr,ratr\.1IUIUQ the 1..Jtcboc :aoJ I Ink t r hn.naw. "'tilCh u »&UiCJtcd b L\ti..lH, A~ W'4 CUMS\&Cne •tth 
lb<<n,.,.. ai,bh)bc,;I unJa 17 Cfk tt SH OOIO <U l7. lft<Ml\t 

II>, I 1frl1n< anJ I <n~ Ir l"Of-"""' a,-,., <t••Mnl '°"·'"''""" wmumcn ~ r,o,tdu,a f0< mlllcnl .-1, 
Lh.arf<' Mk.I m!uccd Connit\ U11n ,it,.;v,;sn fo, local td(flhonc: """t\ ,.._c I he "-\\f~un&.c arplta w • ,mt,k tt~ h._ .a 
• ij1MJ1<K\l t,•n••- , rr-•r-1 r1..,, or r'Nllcrltt 

?. "quaa,flal ao,. •amt '-"UftWl"ld t- .. "~ ,vb\cnbo • hu p.,,,apaea"' ... kml one- ... , :ht wao..., f"ol"J11. 
a\W1Uf'llit rtOtf"Mm 

• \l<~lald 
b IOQd~p, 
c ~:.«uni) lnc,_,,,11 
d I cdml l'lli>IK IWIIWIJ A,~ 
< 1.-•lnet>mt llomt l.-r, A,.,,,_.. Prognm II Ill.Al') 

• ,...,.,"" r,1;p1w,,,,c__. , ... ,u a.1,ml'Ctllca, .. Llhtloi- o<l ,fd,w ond lml. lp-o<o..Sllw<MJO 
lhcrdorc ....., ....iu ot '°'""' "'""""'- ""'1 "' - " 1(11 aft) naJa Iha m.) be d(. <lo!>td '°) lb< '1lf't < f.w 
'ffb<"'*' IO clog,l>I< lda:ommUll..,.._, an><n 

l In lild11°""' ,_,,,..,lw T,l,f"w- ('"""""'' lltl' . oo rcqult<II h) ohc ~t"'1/ O,J,, u..J Ottu""' ,.,.., .. <'/ U1UJ <'I 
//wu""' orlhc ,rn, ( fl ,h,bll Al .. 1U 11>d1Ut< m n·, ...,....1 1<p0r1 10 tbc \011 '( Ill<-'-"° of ...t,,ml,cn " "" 
si·, ,cn.c<' w~ rcu:c,1111 L1fcl1M anivr I UU. l p ~" In~ lb" mlorrn¥10ft " '" ~ S"''J"loicd.., drtc 

l i,"cnal ""''" ,--··· l-, .-, \AC..- , 

6 lolorm.al- a1 IO lhc ftllfflM .,, """"'""" quol,r)lOJ , .. I ,f(l,nc: w '" I ,Ill I --·-<UITffllly t.: 
p,o,td«f II) ,.,,.,.,.tw 1,1,,.,,_ n....,,.,"' ,,... bc,:llU)C 111w "'' ""'"' 1o 11w f"'fflllllffll mfomwto<,a ~ IQ 

dctcnninc "°" """'> of it, ici.ri,c- """'°'"'" tt< """"'""'"" 111 ohc N>O>< rc/<1m«d puhl" .,,,_ ~ 
.... -. lhl' '"'--,.,_.,.. ,.,,,,,._ ( ·- , ... ·-" ,.. ...... ""' ...... '"". - -
of 11w .....,1,a of 1h ...i,,.ni.a. .,..,_ .nc, IMI= I l'l'i , .. n l,c rtta>ong I 1fclec nl•• Im l)1 '""'" 
Inf....,.,..., m lO o!,c OUlllbn '11 •'-' ..,...,.._ -..tNnl,cy, 11...i,1,,., fot I ofclmc -.Lor,.,~ l 'r an be r,o,td<J 
all<, lf'l'l-,on, fo, I ofcl,nc: nl I 1nl. l ip"-""''""-' h:11< btffl r««•<II II) A,_t,« r ,1,p1w-1·,~·lltt' 

l In a<<UIII •1til lhc \UPVl , f11w/ flnlff -' /'lwuu,,,. '"'" vf r,..,.. "I """- fi.,.,,,t,tt r,~,.,.._ 
c·~ I-. ••" N.c ac,,,t........,,_ '°""' an,bbk IO all o, •h "~ ~ ~ •at' ~ ClNl>mCn 
•hen UIC) arp;, r .. m,Jo,•..i loahdq,1.,nc ---.I ,o othn ,..._" .. fflllllC' "J"O'l lhnr r<q<oc,t 

8. l,lf<II•• 

I I 1fch11< >en>« .,.... a •-I l<><al ,a"" oll'm,,J f« "hKh q,>0!1(K\I ._._ ,,,.._,. f'I> .-.., 

duortn 

2 I 1lcltnc, ><nlC< ltl<lu.ln \00.C p>Jc "'tC>< Ill lhc p,bhc \1'1l<IK\I n<t"O<l k,(oJ O"f'<. du.I W<K fflllllt•fr<ql>MC) 

OaNl<njl O< 11> (UIICIJonll cq,,1>1ka~ •ln1Jc-.1W1> tcnl<\: <• k• f""6 ........ cqo,hlli- """'' W <IIIC<rcn<) IICJ>ICe>. 
.:«» w Ol')c'fll'OI' iff\ltn, I(.;.~ ID snktt\i.luinJC t(1'i. C. akn'\ 11D dttct"") ,1\)1\.Lant(. Md IOll IIIMtlUOO 



l {Ju.a.h(K\f k~•tni.omc wh"TIN'n Ille 11."tfUlttd tu ,-utmu 'iil!t .arrh,..ac-lUO form 1n order m ,ru·i:,.: l 1kltnc '°""-"· In 
i&f'l'l)•Ut t,11 I ,fc:lnK .nutWKt". the '4J~thct rm,~ t.crtil) urtda rm,.11~ ut r,nJun tJ,.i,1 lhl1 41('(: currnttl~ 
r,:l'1K1Ju11nJ u, ,1 k~ ooc uf the if\Ul1r) 1n.; ;,utih,. ~,-..1.n..c r,~r.1.nn IL\ltJ ,n ')(\.Oon \ ! .,b, .. r ht .tdJitkll\. t.ht 
~u~11t,.a mw i..artc ,,.. n"11f) At,r,w/v. 1rf"plt<"'1C t Vftp.un f,r "'ht:n tl•t) u.a_....: p:11huNUt1; m 1t,c qw.hl)lntt 
ru~ht "'"".nee r,,~tllffli,1 

J fhc W.W mon1hl) l tJ<l1nc t.t<'Jtt 41,-a1btilrc r4 quah(IN UJft"Umn, n. i~ !1 Anuw~ ,,.,.,,~ t '""'l!Olf\ J,,. 
\full pnnt,.tc the c1cJn 10 y-wl1fial 1,.•uthumn,- h) 4rfll)t1't!if \hr to:dmal h.a~h.nc' u.rf'l"I Mt4kttll .,f S l ~OM "'.inc rhc 
4:onwma, IN<'t':lt f.nJ•l "<f ltl(nmon I inc ch.vt!< .:xi l.tJIPl)tne lhc atd1lk'if\lJ ~1.11hott1a1 lc&a:l.! wrpon .amt)W11,,t 
SI i' .u .. mJ11 to the w,nwncr~ mtr.ut.,tc Jut.al )('f"t,t« me- fhc rC"l.kn ~,chM ":Jt!C')lvt ~• Ind aJJ1twn.t1 
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e,u11a1T """ RErflVEo 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-160 

AJ. its Augusl 18, 1997, regularly scheQJ1ed meeting, the Public Utilities Convni.ssion 
(Commission) voled lo open a docket concerning the Federal COl'Tll'IMlk:ationa 
Convnission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Setvlce regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that It would provide for 
addiUonal federal support in the amount of S1.75, above the oxrent S3.50 level. However, 
In order for a stole's Lifeline oom1.mers to receive the additional $1. 75 In federal auppoct. 
the state oonvnlsslon ~l approve that reductlon in the portion of the Intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional feder:al support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the Intrastate j\aisdlctlon, 
l.{J 10 a maxJnun of $7.00 in f81!«al support. 47 C.F.R § 54.403(8). A state oommluion 
must file or requiro the, carrier to file lnfoonation with the admlnlstralor of the federal 
universal S81Vice fund demonstrating lhat the carrier's Ufeline plan meets the aiterla se1 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401. 

By order dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entities to aubmlt written COIMl8nts oonc:emJng how tho Ccmmlssion should Implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In their written comments, interested 
persons and entitles cocmmented on the following questions: 

1. Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
comumers eligible for Lifellne support to receive the additional S 1. 75 in fooeral support? 

2 'Nhelher tho Commission should set up a state Ufellnt Program to fund Mther 
reductions In the intrast.ate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether the Commission should modlfy Iha existing Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4. Shall the Convnisslon file or require the carrie< to file information with the 
administrator of the federal universal setvlce fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline 
plan meets the criteria ..et forth in 47 C.F.R § 54.401(d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997, the Commission set public hearings to receive 
public corm1ent on the questions listed above. The hearings were held ot the foHowing 
times and places: 

RAPID CITY: Monday, October 27, 1997, 1:00 p.m., Canyon Lake Senior Citizens 
Ce:nter, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SD 

lC 
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PIERRE: 

SIOUX FALLS: 

Tuesday, Odober28, 1997, 1:30 p.m., Stale Capitol Buildlng, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SD 

Wednesday, October 29. 1997, 9:00 a.m., Center fOf Adivo 
Gener.atlons. 2300 Wost 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

Al its Novomber 7. 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as follows: On the first 
issue, the Commission aulhor12od intrastate rato redudivns to allow eligible c:oosumers 
to receive the additional $1.75 tn federal support. With respect lo the second issue, the 
Commission decided to not ~ up a stato Lifoflne program to fl.l'ld fl.r1her reductions at this 
time. On tho third issue, tho Commission ollminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST end carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges lo fund a 
$3.50 reduction of local rates to low income customers age 60 and over. Tho Commission 
f\.r1tlOf Nied that the South Dakota Ulk Up program follow the FCC rule1 In addition, the 
Commission ordered lhal staff, in consultation with the caniers, develop a alandard form 
fOf self-certification; that lhoso fOfms be sont to all of their customers pnor to January 1. 
1998, end lheroaller, to ell rteN customers; and that the carriers make the f<>rTM IVli!able 
lo env pe,son or onUty upon request On the fourth issue, lho Commission ruled that the 
carrier be requited lo file with the FCC tho informatia'l c:lomonslnllklg that tho carrie(a plan 
meets tho applicable FCC a itena and that the carrier aend an informational copy to the 
Commission. Further, that thO carriers rnciudo In their 8m'Jal report to the Commission 
tho number of subscribers who rocolve Lifeline end Link Up support. 

Basod on tho written comments and evide.'lC:8 and testimony received at the 
~ . tho CoovniMion makes tho follOWlng Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

Tho QJtTOnt state ur&1,no program as roforred to as the Telephone A$sistance Plan 
(TAP). Tht' o.xront state L.nk Up p<ogram ,s rorerrod to as the link Vp America program. 
Tho Commission implemonled these programs in tho U S WEST exchangea p.nuant t.o 
its Decision and Order dated February t 7. 1988, lssuod In Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
o( the liJvesUgatton iolo lroplMIOQl@ljon of a Jolophone Assistance Piao Coe soyu, Dakota 
Cuslomers. Extlibit t at page 1 Subsequent buyers of u s WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up Amenca programs. 1.11. at pagos 1 -2. 

II 

The amount of TAP 8$SIS18f1C8 IS $7 .00. $3.50 of v.trlch 1$ fadorally funded, With tho 
romainng $3 50 fUldod by tho local telooommunicatlons carrier. Jg, at page 3. Although 
U S WEST was originally allowed to charge a surcharge lo lund the program, U S WEST 
subsequenlly gave up \hat right m Docket F-3647-8, lo lhQ Matter of the Pub!jc UtiUUes 
Comroissloa lovest!oat;oa Into the Effocts or the 1986 tax Be{oem Act on SQYth Dakota 
Utilities. Extllblt 5. In ord&< to receive the TAP assistance, a mambo< of the household 

2 



must be 60 yoars of age Of old°' and participate in either tho food stamp or the low-Income 
ontrgy assislan<:e progmm Emibll 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

Tho U1k Up America program provides assistance In an amount equal lo one-half 
of tho qualifying subsaibots telephone servico connection charges up to a ma>dmi.m of' 
$30.00. k1 at page 3. In O(de( to receive Link Up assiatance. a customer must be 
receiving ollhor food stamps 0< low-income energy assistance, must not presently have 
local telephone SG(Vice and must not have boon provided telephone HM.ce at his or her 
residence within the p<evlous thtee months, and must nol be a dependent (0< federal 
income tax purpo:ies (depondeocy a itoria does not apply to those 60 yeara of age or 
older). kt The Link Up program Is funded entirely out o l federal funds. Isl. 

IV 

The FCC rev!.~ the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in cc Docket No. 96-
45, lo Jbe MaUecQf fodoral:Stato Joiol Board on Univecal Service. adopted May 7, 1997. 
Beginning Janua,y 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline aupport will 
be $3.50perqualifylng low-Income comumerwith an additional $1.75 In federal support 
if the state commission approves a COfreSPOnding reduction In intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additlonal federal Lifeline support In an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) Is olao available. Jg. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will oontlnue to be a 
1'80JC!lon in the te18CX)ITlOU'lications carrief's sONice connection ch· rges equal to one half 
of tho carnets customer connection charge or $30.00, whid'Msv,, Is loss. 47 C.F.R. § 
54.413(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rulos, 1f thero 1s no state lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer is eligible f0< support if the coosumer partldpates in one of the following 
pcograms: Mecica!d; food ~s: Supplemental Security Income; federal public housing 
assiSlance; or the Low-lnc,me Home Energy Assistance P~ 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.409(b) 
and 54.41S(b). In addition, if thero is no state Lifeline or link Up~. a a.ist.omer 
must certify I.rider penalty of peiµy that the customer is receiving benefit, from one of the 
pc0!>'8fll$ listed above and agroes to nolify tho camor if the o..,stomer ceases to participate 
In such program or p<ograms. Isi, 

VII 

The rirst issue is whether the Commission should approve Intrastate rato reduchons 
to allow consumers eligible for lifellno support to receive tho nd<lilional $1.75 In fedoral 
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suppon. The Commission finds that it shail authorize intrastate rate reductions f0< eligible 
telecommunicalions companies providing local exchange service to allow el!glble 
COl'\SlMl'l8rs to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support. Thu3, tho total amount of 
federal support is $5.25 per ellgible customer. 

VIII 

The second issue is whelher the Commission should sot up a state Ufelfne program 
to fund further reductions In the intras1ate rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
ftnds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund fur.her reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify 0< eliminate the existing Lifeline prog:-am or 
Link Up program. With respect to the exisUng Lifeline p(ogram, tho Commission finds that 
it shall eliminate the existing TAP PfOl1'8ffl that requires U S WEST and camera that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low inc:cme 
c:ustomors ago 60 and over. The CorMllsslon further finds that the South Dakota Ufellne 
and Unk Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. Sn 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 64.41'7. 
The effoct of following the FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions Is 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and setf-<:ertificatlon requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline end Link Up progams. In addition, the Commission Ofdefs that the 
Commission staff, In consultallon with the carriers. develop a standatd form for self­
certificatlon .. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer prior to January 1, 
1998. The carriers &hall also send a form to each of their now customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any per5(1(1 or entity upon requesl 

X 

The fourth is.sue is whether the Commission should file, or in the alternative, require 
the carrier to file lnfomnation with the fund edministrator. SiHl 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 (d). The 
Commissioo finds tho came.-s shall be required to file lhat Information demonstrating that 
the eatriet's plan meets the applicable FCC rules a-xi that the carrier send an infonnaUonat 
copy to tl•e Convnission. The carriers shall also be required to include in I.heir annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers: who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
support. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Cornmission has )Ufisdiction over this matte, pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49~31, 
specifically 49-31-1.1, 49-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31-7.1, 49~31 -11 , 49-31-12.1, 49-31-12 .. 2 and 
12.4, and 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F .R. § 54.403(8). lho Commission authorizes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible tolocommunications companies providing local oxchango aervic:e 
lo allow elig ible coo~ to receive the add1t1onal $1.75 In federal support 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
redoctlons at this limo. Tho existing South Dako:a Lifeline end Link Up programs shall be 
modlned to follow the FCC n.ilos found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, lndusive, on 
Jaruary 1, 1998. Tho Commission staff, In CONultatlon with the carrlOl'll, shall cleYelop a 
standard form for solf-<:ertificalion. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The ca-riers shall also send a form to each of their r.w 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall mak.o tho forms available to tllf'ff person or entity 
upon request. 

rv 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d), tho Commission finds the caniets shall be 
required to file that Information demonstrating that the carrlef's plan meet.a the applicable 
FCC rules and that the earner send an informational a:JfJ'/ to the Corrmaslon. The eamers 
ahall a lso be requited to include tn their annual report to the Commiuion the number of 
subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

It Is therefore 

ORDERED. lhat th& Comm1Ss1on aulhonzos intrastate rate reductions for allgible 
talecomrrAJnications companies providing local exchange service to allow atlgiblo 
consumers lo receive the additional $1. 75 in federal support; and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the ComrrnSSIOll will not set up l ,tate Ufollne progi am 
to fund further raduetions at this lime; and it Is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that tho Commission shall ehmlnata the existing TAP 
P1W8ff1; Chat the South Dakota L1felino and Link Up programs follow Iha FCC Nies; that 
the Commission stalf, In consultallon with tho carriers, develop a standard form for self· 
cerliflcotion; that lhe c:am«s shall send those forms to a ll or their customers prior to 
January 1. 1998; that the carriers shall also send a form to each of their t'WNI customers. 
and that the earners mako lthe forms available to any l)Ofson or entity upon ruquest; and 
it is 



FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrior shall file with the FCC lhe Information 
demcmtraUng that the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rulos and that the carrior 
sond an fnfonnatlonal copy to the Commission. Tho catrie<s shall atso mdude In their 
anrwt report to the CoomiSSIOfl the number of subscnbers who recaive l.Jfelioe and Link 
Up support. 

Datod at Pierre, South Dakota, this JJf'ClrJay of November, 1997. 

CBmACA Te o, al!:JIVICE BY ORDER •')F THE COMMISSION: Tho......., ... .....,_ .... ... ____ .....,_ ....... "' -1n--..-..... -..-
- "' - • "' .. - ...... In ""'""' - '1'f'7' ... dWIN.,....._ 
Ir, ~~di! 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY I 
KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO .• INC. FOR I 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE I 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

I 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-092 

On June 18, 1997. the Pubf1c Ut,httes Comm,ss,on (Comm1ss100) recer,,ed a request for 
designation as an eligible telecommun,c,11100s camer (ETC) from Kennebee T elephooe Co Inc 
(Kennebec Telephone) K et>nebec Telephone reque.sted designation as an ehg1ble 
telecommumcauons earner wi1hon the local exchange areas tna1 const,tute o1s serv,ce area 

The Comm,ss,on e1ectron1G11tly transm11te<1 not,ce of the f,l,ng and the ,n1erven1ion deaal,ne 
to interested 1nd1v1duafs and entot,es. No person or entity filed to intervene By o«ler date<! 
November 7. 1997, !he Commission set the heanng for th ,s matter for I 30 pm on November 19, 
1997. ,., Room 4 12. State Caprtol, Pierre, S0U1h Dakota 

The heannQ was hero as sco..-duled At the heanng, the ComrmsSIOn granted Kennebec 
Telephone a one year W3Mir of lhe requ,rement to prov1de tol control serv1ce w,th,n ns serv,ce area 
At hs December 11. 1997. meeting. the Comm,ss,on granted IETC des,gnat,on to Kennebec 
Telephone and des,gna1eo its study area as ,ts serv,c~ area 

Based on trie ell>Clenee of rec:otd, 1he Comm1sst0n enters the follow,ng F1nd1ngs of Fact aocs 
ConcJus,ons of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 18. 1997, the, Comm,ss,on received a request for designation u an ETC from 
Kennebec Telephone KeMebec Telephone requested designa1t0n as an ETC witflln the local 
excilange areas that COMlltu1e 11s service area l<enrwibee T elephont se,ves the foH0w;ng 
eJtChanges Kennebec (869). and Presha (89~) EArub,1 1 

II 

Pursuant to '-1 USC § 214(e)(2). the Comm,sSJon ,s required to designate a common 
camer that meets ll'le requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Comm,sslOn 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § .214(eX1), a common earner that ,s cteslgnated as an ETC ,s eligible 
to ,_ Ul1Mll'Sal serv,ce support and sh.IN, throughout ,ts seM<:e area, offer the servlee~ that are 
supported by federal universal serv,ce suppon mechanisms either us,og ,ts own facit,bes or a 
comb1nat,on of ,ts own faohttes and resale of another camel's s~rvices The earner must also 
adven,r.e the avadabd1ty of such services and the rates for the s.ervices using media of general 
d1stnbu11on 



IV 

The Federal Communications Comrnlss,on (FCC) has designate<! lhe follOw!flll serv,ces or 
func:llonalrties as !hose suP1)<)1111!d by lodoral unlversal set\llc~ support mechanisms (1) v0tce grade 
access to the publ,c SWllc:hed ~ (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mutt.-lrequenc:y signaling or ,ts 
functional equal. (4) single party servteo or ,1s func:uonal eourvalent. (5) access lo emergency 
servtees, (6) access to opera1or services. (7) access 10 1nieroxchango service. (8) access to 
dlfeC1ory assistance, and (9) ton hmltation ror quaJ.tyrng io,,.- ,ncome consumers 47 C F.R. § 
54.101(8) 

V 

As part of 115 obl,gation.s as an ETC. an ETC 1s reqwed to make available Llfehno and Link 
Up services to quahly,ng tow-income consumers 47 C F.R. § 54 405, 47 C F R. § 54 411 

VI 

Kennebec Telephone offers voice grade a~ss to the pubhc: switched netwotll to an 
consumers thnxighout 11s HrvM.O area Exh1b1t 1 

VII 

Kemebec: T eleplione offetS local exc:hange servteo 1n<:1ud,ng an amount of local usage tree 
of per minu1e charges to all consumers throughout ,ts servtCe are.a Isl 

VIII 

Keri,,ebec; T elepllOnO off en dual tone mulll-lrequenc:y s,gnaf,ng to au consumers throughout 
its service area Isl 

IX 

Kef'.vbec: Teleplione offetS single party serv,ce to all c:onsumeo thtOughout ,ts service area 
e..hibt1 2 

X 

K.enneboc: Telephone offers access to emergency servic.s to aD consumers throughout ,ts 
service area Exhtblt 1 

XI 

Kennebec: Telephone offetS ac:c:ess to Oj)Orlltor services 10 ad consumers lhroughout rts 
service area Isl 

XII 

K.er.nellec: Telephone offers access to ,n11JreJtchange sennces to all consumers tht0ughou1 
11s set\11<:e area Ill 

XIII 

Kemebec: Telephone offers access t.o d1reC1ory assistance I\. all consumers lhtO\ighoul •ts 
service area Id 
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XIV 

One of lhe seMCeS reqwed to be provided by an ETC to qual,fymg tow-income consume,s 
is toll llmita!Jon 47 C F.R § S4.101(a)(9) Toll hmrtation cons,,sts or both 1011 bloclung and toll 
control 47 CF R. § 54.400(d) Toll control ls a service that allows consume~ to specify a certain 
amcu,t of toll usage tha1 may be tnamtd per month C1' per bolling c:ycte_ 47 C.F R. § 54 400(c) Toll 
blodung is a service that let.s consume~ elect not to allow the complelJOn of OU1gomg totl calls 4 7 
C.F R § 54.400(b) 

xv 
Kennebec Telephone orter:. toll blodung lo all consumers thnoog/1ou1 tts service area Exhlt><t 

XVI 

Kennebec Telephone does not currently olfer toll control Isl In order lor Ken.nebec 
Telephoc~ to provide toll control, ackllttonal usage tradong and storage capab,hliu will have to be 
tr1~ If\ I\$ local sw,1chlng eql.lipment Kenneboi: Telephone 1s attempting to determine Whether 
the necessary software has been developed and when ti m.ight become available. I.II 

XVII 

Kennebec Telephone stated that it is fae&d with excepliOnal cil'CUmstances concem!ng its 
abdlly to make toll control service avaUable and requested a one year waiver from the requirement 
10 provide such service Isl- Prior to the end of the one year period, Kennebec Telephone will repon 
back to the Comm,ss,on with specific information indteatlng wh&n the network upg,ades can be 
made ,n order to provide loll CO(ltrol. Isl 

XVIII 

Wrth respect to lhe obligliltlon to advettise the availability of HM<; s supponed by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those se1V11As us,ng media of general 
dtslnbution, Kennebec Telephone slated that it advert,ses the avallabt111y of ,ts local exchange 
seMceS tr1 media of general dlslnbutlon lhn:>ughout its service atea. However, Kennebec Telephone 
has not generally adverti sed lhe prices lor thoso st~, Lil, KeMebet Telephone stated its 
intention to comply with any advertlsing staridards developed by the Commission Jsl. 

XIX 

Kennebec Telephone cunently offers Lifeline and Unit Up seMce discounts in tts Presho 
excnange Exhibit 2. Ker ebec Telephone will olfer the Ufetine and Link Up service discounts in 
al of its SeMCe area beginnjng January 1. 1998, In accordance with 47 C.F.R. §§ 54."400 to 54.417, 
mdusive, and any Comml.sst0n imposed requirements Exhibit 2. 

xx 

The Commission finds that Kennebec Telephone currently provides and will oonlinue to 
prowSe lhe loOowing seMOes or lunclionahties !hrougt,OU1 its service area (1) voice grade access 
to the publtC SWl1Ched netwo(k. (2) local usage (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling; (4) single­
pany service; (5) access lo emergency services; (6) acce.ss 10 operator services: (7) accefl to 
lnterexchange service; (8) access lo dlreciory assistance; and (9) loll bloclung for qualolylng low­
income coosumers 

J 



XXI 

The C9ml11!)$iQn finds that pursuant lo 47 C F.R. § 54 101(c) 11. w,ll grant Kennebec 
Telephone a waiver of the requirement to offer 1011 control seMces unlll December 31. 1998 The 
Commission frnds that exceptional carcums1ances prevent Kennebec Telephone from providing toll 
control a1 lhis lUne due to the difficulty in oblalning the necessary software upgrades to pro\/lde the 
service. 

XXJI 

The Commission firids tha1 Kennebec Telephone 111tends to provide Lifet,ne and I.JIik. Up 
programs to qualdylng customers lthroughout its service area cons,slent wtth state and federal rules 
and Otders 

XXIII 

The Commission finds l hat Kennebec Telephone sh.Ill advertise the ava,labthty of the 
services supponed by the federal un,versal seMce suppon mechanism and the Charges therefor 
throughoul ns service area using media of general distnbution once each year The Commission 
lut1h« finds that If the rate fOf any of the seNices supponed by the federal univer581 service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate must be advenlsed us,ng media of general d,s!ribuuon. 

XXJV 

Pursuant 1.0 47 U.S C § 214(e)(5). the Comm,s.s,on designates Kennebec Telephone's 
current study area as ,ts service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comm1s~n has Jun:sdlClron over this matter porsuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26. 49-31, 
arid 47 USC. § 214, 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S ,C § 214(e)(2), the Commw,on IS required to des,gnate a common 
earner that meets the requlrem&nts ol sect10n 214{el(1) as an ETC lor a ser.nce a,ea deS1g11aied 
by the CommisS1on 

Ill 

Pufsuant to 47 U.S.C. § 2 14(e)(1). a common earner that is des,gnated as an ETC is ehgib:e 
1.0 receive un.ver581 seMCe suppon and shall, throughOut rts service area, offer the serv1ces that are 
supponed by federal universal service support mechan1Sms either u:..'19 ,ts own faobtles or a 
combination of ,ts own facaht1es and resale of another carrie(s services. The camer must also 
advenise the avadabthty of such services and tile rates for the se:rvtces uSlllg media of general 
di stnbulion 

IV 

The FCC has des,gnated the follow,ng services or func:ttonar,t,es as !hon supported by 
federal universal service support mechanisms· (1) vo,ce grade acc.ess to tile pobhc swl:tched 
network. (2) local usage, l3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or ,ts func:1lonal equal, (4) single 
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party sefV1ce or ,1s functional equivalent: (SJ access 10 emergency se1V1ces; (6) access to operator 
services, (7) access to lnterexchange service. (8) access to di rectory assistance: and (9) toll 
hm,tation lor qualrtying low-income consumers 47 C F R. § 54 10 1(a) 

V 

As pan of llS obl,gatlons as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and link 
Up ~ M ees 10 qualifymg low-income consumers 47 C F.R. § 54 '405; 47 C F.R § 54.411. 

VI 

Kennebee Telephone has mel the requirements ol 47 C F.R. § 54. 101(a) w,th the exception 
of the abillty to offer toll control. Pursuant to 47 C,F R. § 54.101(c). the Commiss,on condudes that 
Kennebec Telephone has demonstrated exceptional carOJmstance:s that 1ustrly granting it a waiver 
of the requirement to offer toll control until December 31 , 1998 

VII 

Kennebec Telei:tione shall provide I.Jfehne and Unk Up programs to qualifying OJ.stomers 
throughout ,ts serv,c,e area consistent with state and lederal rules and orders. 

VIII 

Kennebec Telephone shall advertise the availability or the serv,ces SI ,ported by the federal 
unrversal service support mechanism and the charges therefor usi ng media of general dlstnbU1ion 
once each year. If lhe rate fOf BIil)' of the services suppo!1ed by lhe federal universal service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate shall be adverti sed us,ng media of general d1stnbutlon 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 U.S .C. § 2 14(e)(5) . the Comm,ss,on desrlgnates Kennet>ec Telephone's 
OJrrent study area as ,ts serv1oe area 

X 

The CommisslOn design.ates Kennebec Telephone as an etig1ble telecommunications earner 
for ,ts service area 

It is therefore 

ORDERED, that Kennebec Telephone's current S1udy area 1s designated as ,ts service area. 
and 1t 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Kennebec Telephone shall be granted a waive, of lhe 
requirement 10 olfer toll control services untrl December 31, 1998; and ,t ls 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Kennebec Telephone .shall follow the advertrs1ng requirements 
as 11Sled at>ove, and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, lhal Kennebec Telephone is designated es an etig,ble 
telecommunteations camer for ,ts service area 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE !hat this Order was duly entered on 1he / 1 d day of December. 
1997 Pursuant 10 SOCL 1·26-32, lhls Order w,11 take effee1 10 days afler the date of rece1p1 or 
failure to accept delivery of the deosion by the parties 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this (7 ~ day of Oecem'ber, 1997 

CU!Tll'ICAT! Of SERV1CE 

OHICr.,t SEAi. 
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