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DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

DATE INTER\11:NTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97·076 
Al>Pkaton II)' Joumey Telecom lnt,11nat10nal, ltl( to, a Cttllficate 01 Authoniy 10 operate as 1111.commuNCatlot\S company 

06/13197 07/07197 W'lliwl me mt• ol Sout!I Oakota ~•If TS/T7l 

App,ation by C.tlls to, LHS, Inc d.'b'I Cll 101 a Cet11b11 ol Autnonry to operate as • telecommuniC41tions company Wllllln 

TC97-091 
the state o l Solllh Oakola (Slaff TS/TZ) Applicant seeks alllhonry to ongc,11e and l fflTWlllt ..,,1ra11111, 111111,LA TA and 

06/17197 07/07197 
11110,LATA can, ol buslneu and tesldenllal cus1omel$, 10 operate Ha Tmvol and Otbot (?1epaid Cahng) Card resellot and 
lo p,CMdo COCOTICOPT seMCe . 

A.>pk~tion byCtystal Communleations, Inc lor a CerUc:ate 01 AIMOtlty to ope111e as a tel.communocations companywMln 

TC97·103 
the state ol Soutn Dakota (Stall TSfTZ} Appant see~s auttw>nly lo p,CMdt ~I telecommullbllOns seMces and 

06/191l7 07/07197 n'.erexcnange lelecommuncalons - The Applicant w.11 not otler any ~l telt'COmmuNUbons seMCes wMon • Rural 
T 11eni....ne Com,,,.nv seMCe a1eo WllhoU1 seokonn sen.orate Commcssion nulhorw 

Appoc:lbOn by Ou/nb!loo, lnc; 10< a Cet116calo of Autnonty to Oj)9fllto as a telecommunlcallons company Wil/lln Illa stalo ol South 
Oa~o1a (Stat! TS/TZ) Appk.lnt ·on11nds 10 subscnoe 10 and resell ell lorms ol inter-exchange and illtnl•erchange 

TC91· 10~ l~llOnS seMCes in 1t>e Slate ol Soulh C>.tl<- fldlJd,ng local <bl Iona HMCH Meuage Telephone SeMCe. Wide ()6119197 07/07197 
Alu Telephone Serw:e WAT~e seMCes lole,gn e•dlange se..,...• pnvate llnfl be lonn accen seMCe cellular seMCt 
IOClll IWllchec:I M!MCe and omer Sl'MCes and !•owes ot comm-tJOns common earners and olhe enlll>eS • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

1ntrast11e TolephOne Comp;iny In.; IJW$U3RI to 47 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereDyseeks dts,gnaDon as on el<g,ble 
ielecommun,callons earner Within 111, IOClll • •change areas lhal cons111ut1 CJ serw:e 11ea III Soulll 01kota lnt,astate 
Telep/lone Company o:s the llClkMs-basec:t local trchange catnt1 p,esent!y pfO\,ding loc.11 e, ct,ange teleeomm11noca1JOns 

TC97.077 S<tMCeS ,n me lolc,,o.,ng l!YChll,'lQM III Soliln Oakotll Brad!ey (794) Casllewood (793), Clatlr. (532) Flolonce (758). Ha';'II (783) 061 3'97 07,07197 
Lek.- Norden (785), Waubay (947) WcbStor (345) IMllow Lo•• («525) and B,yanl (628) lnltustale Telephone Company, lo 
ils knowll!dQe is me on/yca1no110day prO\'ld'"IJ loc.ll ~)Chango l@lucomn,un,callOns seMCes ,n Iha •bovo ..tenufie<.1 u chango 
areos IS1all HBIKCI 
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TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97 081 

TC97 083 

TC97-084 

TC97 085 

1n101111a1e Tolocommunoca!lons Coopor111Ne, Inc pursuant 10 '7 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR S• 201 hereby soal.s do-SlgnnlJOn 
os an ehgible lelecommunications carrier Wlthln !he local e•change areas Iha! cooSl4U1e IIS seMte area in South Oat orn 
lnt&IW!te TolocommunlcnDons Coo~rawe ,s the rac,i;Oe$-b.iSoc:l local o, change earner p,e$0nl/y p1oVld,ng local e•t ha nge 
lelccommuf\leations seMtes In mo rollow,ng 11, ehangos en South Oukolu GOOCIW\n {795) Cleijr Lake (87• > Gary (272) 
Estelline {1173), Brandl (876). Astorta (832) To1on10 (79• ) Wesl Henc111ei.s (H9). Elklon (542) WMe (629) Broo~nus Rural 
(89:t). S.nai (826) . Nul1CllllRuUand (586) Wontwonh (• 113) anCI Chesler (• 89) lnremato Telecommun1Ca110ns Cooperaw o 
lo IIS lmow1edge. IS lhe only came, tO<lay prCMd,ng local o•chango telocommunieabons $OMCOS 1n the abovt, idenufied 
01chafl!)e ~,eas (Slaff HBll<C' 

Wt151. Rivet Coopomll\le Tc,lophontt Company pursuant 10 47 USC 2t • (o) and 47 CFR 54 201 he101>y so.ks d~notion es 
an eligibCo telecommun1cnon1 cmner \Mth,n 1h11 local e, ch1ngu areas !hat consbMe ns seMclt a,ea in Soulh Oakou, W1!51 
Rt.er Ti,lephono ,s lhe 13Ql.1Jes-based loctil e1change ca11101 PfKOnUy piol/ld111g local o, chonge 1elecommunlea110n$ i.ttr.1<05 
111 tho lollow,ng e1d!1tngos Boon (2« ) BuffalO (37S) C4mpCrool. (605-797) Ard (• 06-972) Meooow (785) and s o,um (866) 
WOSI Rt.-e, Telellhooo. lO cs knowludgo ,s Ille only ca11kl1 1odaf p,oVldlng local e1chonge lelecommu11Kali0ns ~eMCi,s on thO 
above idtnbrlOd e,~h_h,l!Je areas (Sta ti tiBJK,· 

S1a1o1tne TotecommuNCabons Inc porsuan110 H US C 214(1!) Md • 7 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks doSSQnaliOn as an ol'{j1ble 
lelocommunlealiOns carner w1thm lhe loc:al occnange a,en mat constrtut~ tts seMce area In South Oal.010 S1a1ehne is mu 
lacl11ti11s,based local n chango earner 111osoo1ty p,CMdllig locnl exchange 10Jecommunrcations seMCo, ,n the lolfowing 
tt•changn NewcP (456) , N61and (257) and Lemmon (605,374) and (701-378) State.line. 10 r.:s ~now18dge rs tne ontv came, 
IO<lll}'J)IOvlcMg loeal el c.hange lelecommunlcallOns sel'Vices ,n lhe above idennfted 1n change areas (Sta!J _ H811<C 

Accenl Commurucanons Inc po1suan110 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seek~ de~naliOn a, ~n eligible 
telecommunocations earner wrth<n the local oochonge o,oas !hat conshtuhi 115 seNice area Accent rs lhc fac,1,bes.oased 
n chenge nrrk!r p,"sently pr vlding local trchange telecommuruc:aliOns ,oMtH ,n the fOIIOWl"ll e, changcs Bristol {492) 
Doland (635) Frooer,ck (329) , Hecia l 994J, Nortll Hocla {701-992) and Mellette (1187) Acce~t to ~, koowtll<lflo IS tho only 
earner lod~Y1)'gvl(IIIIQ local an:I\Jtngo lele,;ommun,caliOns St,IVICl!'s In lhe .;bOvo ldenU60d e,chan1111 ureas (Stall _t:i~ H. 

James VoOeyCoop0ra111ro lei~phonu Company pursuan110 47 USC 214(• ) and 47 CFR S• 201 herebyseo~.s de,ignJtion 
as an eltg1ble lelecommu™CaUOns carna, Within lhe locel etchangc a10111, lhal con,btute Its sell/lee a1u lti South Oa\ ota 
James Valley Coope11we Telephone Company II tne raaWos-Dultd <,.odtonge came, Plttonuy p,OVldlng local e1ch11ngc 
tolocommunrcaUons IM!Meus ill !he lollo,..,ng Uthangos In South Oakolo Ar!dove1 (29&). Cl11emon1 (294) COiumbo" {396) , 
Conde (3&2). Femoy (395) Groton (397), HouQhton (8a5) and Tunon (897) James Volley Cooper awe Telephone Company 
10 Its ~nowteoge 11, tho Ollly ca111U1 today p1CMd1ng local • ~change telecommuNCatJons ~rvrces In th~ obove rdonbfl«l 
e, clmno& areas {Staff HBICH: 

Hoartland Communocauons. !llC 1>111suan1 lo 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 h6reby seeks OO'lf9"9110n as an ul,g,~e 
1erecommunlc:•110ns cartlo1 Wltn.ln tnt local tt• change areH I/lei cons1J1U10 11$ selVICe arn 111 Soutn Dakota Heartland 
CommuNC:allOIIS IS lhe tuol1111,,-o;uoo Ice.I e, c11ange i:a1ne1 p1esenl1y ptOWllnfl loca l e, changc M ecommunteobons 51Mces 
lfl lhe I011owing e,Cl).anges on South Oakola PlanelCieclClus (337) Heartland Co1nmume,1uons 10 lb knowledge IS lho only 
ro1001 loday proVld,ng local ~•r.nanqe Lel•eommol\lcaUcm~ 'CMCj)S ,n lht1 ab()v~ idenblled e, c.haw• area! (Sll\lf HBICH 

PAGE 2 O FG 

06/13~1 07/07,'97 

M/1!3'9~ 07 07197 

06116!97 07•07197 

00, 17197 07 0 7'97 

06117,117 07,071'97 

06/1797 07,0Ui!7 



TC97-086 

TC9i-087 

TC87-Q&I 

TC97-089 

TC97·090 

TC97-092 

TC97·093 

Mdslate Telephone Compa.ny, Inc pumianl 10 47 U.S.C. ,!14(e) and "7 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designation os an el,Qlblo 
lelecommunicalions caniet Wftl1ln lhO local exchange areas l!lat condute its MMOe area In Sou1h Oakola Mldstale Telephone 
Company ls Ille hldide$-basad local exchange ~rrler p,esenlly pt~,ng local e1Change 1elecommu~a110ns servicu In the 
I~ exdulngnin Sou1l1 OakOQI· Academy (726). Oelmonl (779). Fl Thompso11 (24S) , Gann Valley (293), K.n,ball (778). 
New Holland (243). Pukwana (1194) . SbCkney (732) and White Lake (:!49). Mldstaie Tefophono Company. lo its knoW1odge. 
u L'le only c:arrior today prowling IOClll exchange lolecommunlcalions son.ices In 11111 above identified &xehange areas (Stall 
ljBICH 

Balbc Telecom CooperallVo pursuant 10 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR S.C.201 hereby seeks 11es,gn1111on as an efigiblo 
li!JecommunlcaUons c:amer .,Chin lhe local erchenge areas lhDl conslllute fls seMCe are-a Bailie Telecom Cooperal!Ve IS lhe 
!ac,lities-based local erchanga earner prnsenUy provldmQ local exchange 1.ell1communlcalions urkes 111 the lollowv,g 
oxchallges: Baille: (5.29) and Crooks (543) . BalbC Telecom CooperatiYe, lo its ~nowledge, !s lho only carrier lOday prowl,ng 
local uchange 1,1eco_mmu_nlcalions seN!cn In the al>OWI ldenblled e-1change areas. (Stall HBll<C. 

East Pl1lns Telecom. Inc pursuant to , 7 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S.C 201 hereby seells designation as an elig,~e 
tetecommunlcat>ons carrier Wllh,n Ille local exchallge areas lhot conslitute its seMCo 3198 ·:1131 Plains Telecom. Inc is lhe 
facU,lies•basod local cxchallge carrier l)lesenUy providing locnl exellange telecommunlcat>ons seNic:os In lhe fellowing 
e:xchanges Alcesler (934) Hudson (984), and EIISI Hudsoo (712·932! East Plains Telecom, Inc . to its know!odge. ,s the only 
earner loday_pro~VllfinnJ~cat erchango 1elecommunic.ab0ns serw:es In lhe above ldenbfted exchange areas (S!IIH HBl'KC 

Western Telephone Company pu~uanl to , 1 U S.C 21, (e) and 47 CFR 5" 201 riereby seeks dl!slgnallon as an ebgtble 
1elecommunicaoons earner WICl1iri Ille local u ct,.ange aieas 11\at consttute Its $4lMCe area In Soulh Oakola Western Telephone 
rs the laallCles-based local exchange carrier PfCsentty providing local e,rchango telecommu.nleal!ons sel\'lces in lhe following 
OlthangM. Cresbard (324), Faulkton (5911) and Onent (392) Western Telephone. 10 its knowledge, is the only earner today 

oviding local exchange telocommunlcatk>ns set\1Ges ln the above odenbfiod e1rchange area~_J Statt· HM<C 

Slockholm•Strandburg Telephone Company pursuant lo , 1 U.S.C. 214(0) and , 1 CFR 54.201 hereby seelcs des,gnat>on as 
an ellgrble 1elecommuniea110ns carrier w,thin the local exchallge aroBS lhal consti1ultt ~ son/ice area In South Dakota 
Slocicholm s lhe ta~ local etdlanoe carnor l)ltsenUy PfOvilling local exchange telecommunicatJOn$ seMCes ,n the 
lollow,ng e.changes rn South Oakota Stocknolm..S11andbl.rr9 (676, Revillo (6:!3) and South Shore (756) Slockholm. 10 its 
llnOW1e<Sge. rs lho oniy carrier today providmg local e,change telecommurncanons sorw:es In the above odenbfied e., cnangc 
areas (SUIH _H~c_ 

Kenneboc Telephone Co pursuant to , 1 u.s.c. 214(e) and 47 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks doslgnat>on n an ologll>lo 
1elccommunlcatlons carrier Wllhln the local erchange areas lhat constlluto its aeMCe area ., South Oakola Kennebec 
Telephone Co. ls the ladllbos-based local exchange earner l)lesondy l)(ovid,ng lac.I erchange lelecornmunlcallons serv,ces 
n tho lo41-,g exchangM Kennd>ec (869) and Presho (8115) Kennebec Telephone Co . lo llS knowledge, is lhe only carrier 
today PfOVld1ng local e•change lole_communlcadons services In Im. above ldenblied exchange areas tStall_ HB,'CH 

Jefferson Telephone Co Inc pursuant I" 47 U S.C. 21 , (e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks dosignation as an el,gll>le 
telecommunications earner within lho local o.xcha.nge areas lhal cooslltule Its service 91aa In South Oakota JeHerson 
Telephone Co • Inc. ,s lho laci.llll&$·based local exchange came, l)(OsenUy providing local e~honge leleeommunlcallons 
saNlces on the lolla,mg exchange. Jellerson (96S). Jette™>n Telephone Co . Inc .• ID 11$ knowledge. IS lhe only tlltrlet today 

ovidloo local exCl!llOQll lejecommu~tiol\$ serl/k&s ,n the above ldenbfied eJehange areas (Staff H 
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Sully Bunos Telephone Cooporawo, Inc pursuanl to 47 USC. 21 4(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hoteby scel\S do$1gnab0n as an 
el,goble lelecomtnur,ocabOns came, Wlllwl tho local u change areas that conSlllute IIS ~~MC• area Sully BunM re1ep11one IS 
tho fecdrborbasod local e, Change earner p,esently providing local H chango telocommun;eabOns SOMC,H w, the rotlowwig 

TC97.094 txchangos WCSI Onida (2fl4) , H<lcheoci< (266), Seneca {436) Tolstoy (442), Onaka (447), Wessington (4511), Langlord (493) 06119197 07/07197 
RO$holl (537), Tulare (596) Hghmo<o (1152) Hanold (1175) . Roe H~hts (943) H ,en (9411) Blunt (962) and East Oncltt (9731 
Sully Buttes Telephone, to u knowledge, s tno only earner loday p,Ollldlll(I IOCII e,eh1nge tolecommuNC;abOn1 H MCM 11111>• 
obovo idenbfiod oxcho""e areas 1Slalf HBICHl 

Ven1u,., Communie3b0ns Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(• ) Ind 47 CFR 54 201 1t•reby ,eeu dn,pnabOn •• • n t'oglble 
1etecommun1e11uons came, W!Wn tlte local erclt.ango areas that con,111u1e 1111 sor,,ce 1rea Von1ure Commuoicat>on, rr. lhe 
lac1ht1os-basod local eu:hange c1111e1 p,esently p,ovld,ng local o, chango tolecornmunltllllOns HMCfl In 11>0 toUow,119 

TC97-095 Ol Chl"9et Onela (258) Bowole (285) Roscoe (287) Plerponl (325) Bnllon (0 8) Bn!lon NO (701 443) Rosl1n (4 86) 06119'91 07.1)7'97 
We5511lgton Spnngs (539), Selby (649), Gonysburg (765) and Lebanon {768) Von1uro Commun,cat,on, to IIS ~no..t11di)6 IS 
tho only came, IOdlV P<oVid•ng local e, chango 1e1ecommunicat1on, ser.ncc, 111 the allO\le tr1enolw!d 11, c1tangr ~•eh (Stan 
HB'CHl 

SANCOM Inc 1JU1Mian1 to 47 USC 21, (0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby set,, dHlgnaoon a,. an ut,g11~ .. 1etecommun,co110n> 
cam..., Wllhlll lhe loc• I ei change art•s !NI conillluto 115 MtMCt a•tt• on Sou111 Oakoi. SANCOM IS 11>• l•ol4.es lla.H<l lociil 

TC57-o96 e>Change carnet sx-ntty p,~ lcx...i ai:chonge 10k!Commun,c;1tions seMCes 111 1he 1onow,ng e•changes ,n South Oa•ola 06 l~W 011)1"31 
Woltoy (8113) Palkslon (928) and Tripp 193S) SANCOIA to its know1odge iS the only ClllTH)I tOday P<OVic.llng local e•Ch;1nge 
lelteommunoubOns stMCIIS 111 !he Ml>Cve identdled e•ch.a""e areas IStl!I HBICHl 

Sonborn Tolephono Coop;irawo pursuanl to , 1 USC 214(0) ond 47 CFR s, 201 lterebyseek~deSlQnabOn as on el,g.iile 
telecommuoicabOns car"4tr Wllhin th• local erch1ng11 areH !hat con~ ulc 115 &eMte arr tt Ill South O•tot• s,nbOrn 

TC97 -097 Te ephooo "l/ll! r-.1>:asec1 local -.cnango u,"", p,esenUy p,OVld,ng local elChango 1etocommunotn110n) '~""""' ,n tn" Oo 19W 070M, rottowmo e, ch3ngo, ,n South Oa, 010 Elh•n (227) Mt Vornon (2~l Lutct10, (2• 81 Forostblirg 1495) AM""" (S271 
W~et (796) and Alpen• (1149) SJnborn Telephone lo IIS UlOWledge IS U-e only C,m..,, IOO•Y DI0""2•ng loc ,11 ~· hJ'> ,~ 
tolecommuncallOns MMCH., the • -e ldenlll'ed e,chll""f' •reH IS!iln HB'CHl 

B11r111loro l,lllr,c,p;,J Tele~e Co pu11U1nt 10 4 7 U S C 21 4(e) and , 7 CFR 54 20 I herer:,y set, , des,gnation n on ~I'll bl~ 
lelecommunocuons earner Wllllin 11>0 local e,change ered> that coMl.llllt u seMCe aru III Soull> 01~ot3 B••~lor,j Tf'I 

TCll7-098 cs lht ltCll.tles•ba~ local a, change carMr p,eienuv P,OllldtlQ local e, chango lelecornmunocabOns ,er.,ces III lhf' lollG.w'II 06 19~; 0707~7 
e•change· Berastord {763) Be,ulord Toi 10 11.s ~nowl4l<lge IS the onty earner today prOVlding locftl e, chJnge 
tele<:ommuNCabOns sel\1eos III the 11>CM! ldenbf.e<I e, chann• a,en (St.lH HBl l<CI 

Roberts Coonty Telcl)llOno Coopera11w ~oon l)Ursuant lo 47 USC 214(0) nno 47 CFR 54 201 11eret,y s~a~~ des,gnnbOn 
as an ehg.,ble 1el.communocauans earner W>lhln tn" IOCill e, cn~nge 4 ,e;os ll>at wnst,Me lb seMCe arr1 Ro1>4'tU> Coun•, 

TC97 099 Telep/lone Cooperawe Auoc<.lbOn is !he raci~ bnrd 1001 e•change urnor prvsenl ly p,Ollld,ng local e,cnJngt O(l'IP '.,; O..OM7 telecommuncallons s.irw:es 111 the lol'°"1ng e>ehangos Nort/l New Etfington NO (701 634). New Elf•,gton (6 37) and Cl1•1a 
C,ty 1652) Roberts Coon!) TelepllOne Cooperawe Auooation to lb •nowlodge • Ille only earner tOday pr0\'1d"'\j lo<" ' 
e,cha-e telf'Commun,cabOns u r,,c~• 111 !he abov,, cll'n!Jfif,d ft•channft arf'as IS!aM HS.1<C\ 
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TC97- t00 

TC97-101 

TC9J.102 

TC97- t05 

RC Communlcalions, rnc pursuanl to , 7 U.S C 21, (e) and , 1 CFR $4.201 horeby seeks designatlon as an ol/glble 
tol«ommuniclitlonS Cl!.11111, W!l/w, tho IO<:al e.<chango a1eas lhat <XII\Slllllle a HMCO area RC Communlc1llions ls tho racilities­
baaed local eJchange t111N11 presently prow!Jng local erchange teluommunauons se,w:es To the following eichanges 
North Veblen, NO (701·63'), Wilmot (938). Peever (932). Veblen {7311) and S1tmmil {398) RC Commun,callons. 10 IIS 
kncwl&dge, Is lht only C111no1 locby prov,ding local exchange telecommunic:llions HMGOS in the obOVe idenbfied • ~change 
DI_O_ll! (SlaN: HIIIKC 

Spln,ock Propet11es. Inc. p,muant to , 1 U S.C 21'(e) and , 1 CFR $4 201 hore17Y seeks designlbon as nn cbQ1ble 
1e1ecommunkali0/ls cariw, Wl'.hln the local eJ<Change are:>s that constitute ita seMCe area in South Dakota Spl,troek 
PrcpeltlllS, In<: ls Ille facalllles bueo local •~change carrier presonuy prowling local 1nchange ltlocommurucabCns serw:es 
ln 1M loClowlng oxchanges in South Dakota. Howard/Cal'lllago (772) and Oldham/Ramona (•82) Sp/Mock Proper1>111 Inc 
1.0 IIS knowledge. ,s the only carrier today providing local nchango telecommunicalions HMC:4'$ ,n the abOVe ldenb1\cd 
t rchangeJlreas (SraN HIIIKC 

Sl)tllock Te~ CooperalM!, Inc pur$Ut1J11 lo '7 USC 21, (a) and 47 CFR $4.201 hereby seoks des,gnaoon as an ellgible 
lelecommunlc.Uons carrier Within tho local H thange 11eas that con5IIIU1e ns service area Spkl/ock Teliteom Coopen1tiva. 
Inc Is 1he taCJ1111es-based local oxthange carrier presently iuovidmg local nchange telcco,nmunjc:oabCns seMCtt III the 
followlng u ch11ngu Bra(l(lcn (5&2) and GanelSon (60$-S94) a(l(l {507-597) Splilrock Telecom Cooperative Inc 10 '1S 
know1edge, Is the only carrier today providing local ~change tctoccmmunlcabCI\S ser.-c:es In the above idenofied Olchango 
areas {SIBII _t46'1<C 

Tri-County Telecom Inc pursuant to • 7 U,S C 21 • (0) end 47 CFR 5' 201 ho1eby seeks designation as an el,giblt 
teloccmmunlcabCns carrier Wlllun tho loCAI exchange areas that conslllute Its sernce area in Sl>uth Dakota Tri-County 
Telecom. Inc Is the focllitioa•bned local exchange carrier presenUy proYidl1\il loc111 ,Ychange lelecommunictl!ions seMCos 
,n tho lullO'Mng exchanges In South Dakota. Clayton (1125) and Emery (443), Tri-County Teloccm, tnc., 10 its knOW1edge, rs 
1/10 only canie1 today providlng local exchange 1eloccmmunlc8tions seMCOS in 1he above idanblled oxchange areas (Stall. 
HBICH 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

OG/19137 

06/1 9197 

06119197 

06119197 

US WEST Communlcabons, Inc rded ro, app<oval by the Commission the Type 1 Paging ,AQreement betwoan KJAM Moblle 
Paging and US WEST "This .AQ,eement was reached ttvough voluntary negooallons without reson 10 med!auon or arbltrabCn 
uncl ts submlned for apl)foval pursuant to Section 2S2(e' I the Communications Act or t 934, as amended by the 

TC97-079 I TelecommunlcabOns Act or 1996, KJAM Mobile Pajj,ng and US WEST ful'lller request that tho CommlsS>on approve this I 06/16197 
Ag1eemen1 Wllhout a hoaring and without allowing Iha intervention of othor parlleS- Because this Agreement was reacht.'d 
1/tlough volun1ary neg:.llalions, t does not raise issues 1oqu!<ing a hearing and does nol concern other par1ies net a pan of the 
negouatlcns Expodd;ous apprcwl would turtt,er lhepublic Interest.· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 
- ---···-----

U s WEST Communk:ations riled tarin sheeis that remove referonct5 to exchanges that h~vo been sold l1Y U s WEST Tho 
TC97-0S2 I .sale was ellecw• June 1, 11197 In addition, this IWng Includes some lelll changn and clean-up items Us WEST hllS I 06/17197 

1oqu11sted an etfecwe daJe of June 11 19971 for !his filiM (Stllff: OJ/CH 
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07/01197 

07/07197 

07/07197 
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

!:!_A I East Plalns Telecom Inc on June 13, 1997 l 
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SodeV~ 
Public Utilities tommission 
S111c C1ph.ol Buikhng. SOO £1>1 C.pliol A-.nuc. P=. Soulh o.l<OI.I 57,01.,010 

October 1. 1997 

Mr. Rlc;hatd D Coit 
Exec:wve Dire<:tor 
SDITC 
P O Box57 
PHlfflt. SD 57501 

RE· Eligible Teleoommunk:ations Carrier appfication. TC97-0118 
East Plains Telecom, Inc 

Dear Mr Coc1 

The above-referenced appl,catiOn has been nt't-d by 1h11 staff of 1h11 Pubk Utllities 
Commission The foltowlng addrt,onal 111forma:ti0n is needed 11'1 order for the Commlsslon to 
consider this application 

1 Pursuan1 to 47 C F R 54 10 1(aX4) , s.ngle-party service or rts fundx>nat equ,valen1 must 
be made avalllble by 1n EJ,gible T elecommunlCations C- (ETC) to rec:e,ve unversal 
service suppon mechlnosms Ooes the above-ntfeteuced company have lhis seMCe? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C F R. S4.405 and S4.411. l .rfahne and Link Up aarvicu must be made 
ava,lable by an ETC to quahfy,ng low-lncoma consumctS Ooes lhe oppbcant c:ompany, as 
refer"'ICe<I above, make these HMCes avai&able to qualrfylog consumers? 

3 Please provide a venfication by an autnonzed Glficer. under oath, to the ~ssion tn 
wNctl the appl,caol represents to the Cormus,on 1h11 the tacts stated ,n the Request for ETC 
Designation and the resporise to data request nos 1 and 2. above. are truthful 

Please respond by Oclober 14. 1997 Upon recell)I of Un rnfonnation. rt WIii be evaluated by 
staff and the matter wlll be scheduled for cons,derabon by the ~s,on Tori you for 
your attention to this matter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFFS POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

Karen Cremer 
Staff Attorney 

cc Hanan BHI 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE RLINGS BY THE J ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS J OF HEARJNG 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VMAN TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97--068 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-069 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDAU TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE. INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97.07, 

TC97.075 

TC97.0n 

TC97.078 

TC97.080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM·STRANOBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE. 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97-087 

TC97-089 

TC97-o90 

) TC97-092 
) 

) TC97-093 
) 

) TC97-094 
) 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC c o r.1MUNICATIONS, INC. 

SPLITJ\OCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 
) 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY I 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY I 
) 

) 

TC97--097 

TC97-098 

TC97--099 

TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97-105 

TC97-108 

TC97-113 

TC97-114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 018/A 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0 /BIA 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 
) 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Public Uhhties Comm,sslOO (Comm1ss100) received requests from 
lhe above captioned lelecommumeattons companies requesting des,gnat1on as ehg1ble 
1elecommurnca11ons earners 

The Comrruss,on electronically 1ransmit1ed nohce or the filings and the m1ervent,on 
deadlines 10 ,n1eres1ed tnd1v1duals and en1tt1es On June 27. 1997, the Comm,sston 
recel'lled a Petmon to Intervene from Dakota Telecommuruealton.<; Syslems. Inc (OTS) and 
Oako1a Telecom. Inc (OTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Oocl<et 
TC97 -075) On July 15 1997 at ,ts regutarty scheduled meeting, the Commission granted 
,nierventton 10 DTS and DTI ,n Docker TC97-075 No other Petr11ons to Intervene were 
filed 

The CommsslOO has ,unsdlCIIOn C'ver this matter pursuant 10 S•1CL Chaplers 1-26 
and 49-31 , ,nclud1ng 1-26-18, 1·26-19 49-31 -3, 49-31 -7, 49-31-7 1, 49-31 -11 , and 47 
U S C § 214(e)( 1) 1hrough (5) 

The issues at lhe heanng shall be as follows ( 1) whether lhe above captioned 
1elecommun1ca11ons companies should be granted des1gna11on as eligible 
1elecommunieat1ons earners. and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Comm,ss,on 



A heanng shall be held at 1 30 P.M . on Wednesday, November 19. 1997, 1n Room 
412. State Cap4tol, Pierre, Sou1h Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDC:L Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process rights shall be forfeltod 
rf not exercised at the hearing If you or your representative fail to appear at the tune and 
place set for the heanng, the Final Oeas1on will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, II any, dunng the heanng or a Final Deas1on may be issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 Mer the heanng the Commission VIII consider all evidence 
and ieshmooy that was presented at the hearing The Commission will then enter Findings 
of Fact. ConclUSK>nS of Law, and a Final Oeosion regarding this matter As a result of this 
heanng, tho Comm1ss,on may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunicahons companies requesting designation as an el1g1ble 
telecommun1ca1tons camer. and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telec:orMulicatJOflS earners The Coomtssion's deos,on may be appealed by the part ies 
to the state Cir~ Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It 1s therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the 11me and place speol18d above on 
the ,ssues ol whether the above capltoned telecommun1ca11ons companies should be 
granted designation as ehglble telecommun1ca11ons earners. and the Comm1ss1on shall 
estabhsh service areas for ehg1ble telecommunicallons camers 

Pursuant to the Americans w,th D1sab1ht1es Act, this hearing ,s being held 1n a 
physically accessible locatJon Please c..ntact the Pubhc Ut1ht1es Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hou's pnor to the heamg II you have speoaJ needs so arrangements 

can be made ,o accommodate you ri 
Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 7 day ol November, 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1sstoners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Executrve Director 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PILINGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATI ONS 
COMPANI ES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
EL I GIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE , INC. 

VALLEY CABLE~ SATELL I TE 
COMM UNICAT IONS , INC . 

V~LLEY TELECOMMUNICAT I ONS COOPERATI VE 
ASSOCI ATES, I NC. 

S I OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

I NTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIV E, I NC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS 
COOPERAT IVE, INC . 

WEST RI VER COOPERAT IVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 STATELINE TELECOMMUNI CATIONS, TNC. 

20 ACCENT COMM UNI CATI ONS, I NC. 

21 J AMES VA LLEY COOPERAT IVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

23 

25 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATI ONS , I NC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPAN Y, I NC. 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM I NC . 

RECEIVED 
) 

l DEC 02 1997 
} 
JiOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
JUTIUTIES COMMISSION 
I 
I TC97-06 i 
I 
) TC97 -0 69 
l 
) 

l TC97 - 070 
I 
I 
) TC97-071 
I 
l 
l TC97-073 
I 
} TC97-07 4 
I 
l TC97 ·075 
) 

I TC97·077 
l 
I 
l TC97 · 078 
I 
} 

l TC97·0 8 0 
I 
l 
} TC97 - 081 
l 
l TC97 · 083 
l 
l TC97 - 08 4 
} 

l 
I TC9 7 •085 
I 
I TC97 · 086 
I 
) TC97 •087 
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2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 XEUNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC . 

5 JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

VENTURE COMMUNI CATIONS, INC . 

SANCOM, I NC. 

SAN BOR N TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERES FORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO . 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATtVE ASSOCI ATION 

13 RC COMMUNI CATIONS. INC . 

14 S PLTTROCK PROPERTIES. I NC. 

15 SPLITROC K TELECOM COOPERATIVE. I NC. 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELE COM, INC. 

17 FAITH MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUP INDE PENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPA NY 

1 9 
RRIDCEWATER ·CANISTOTA INDE PENDENT 

20 TELEPHONE COMPANY 

21 UNI ON TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

2 2 MCCOOK COOP ERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

23 

25 

KA DOKA TELEPHOnE COMPANY 

BROOYINCS MU~I CIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMM UtlI COATIONS INC. OIB/ A 

I TC97-089 
I 
I TC97·090 
I 
I 
l TC97 -092 
l 
I TC97 - 093 
) 

l TC97·09 4 
) 

I 
) TC97·09S 
1 
I TC97·096 
I 
I TC97-0 9 7 
) 

) TC97 · 098 
) 

l TC97-099 , , 
) TC97 · 100 , 
l TC97· 101 
I 
1 TC97 - 102 , 
l TC97-l05 
) 

J TC97 · 108 
) 

l TC9 7· 113 , 
1 
) TC9"1·1H 
l 
) 

l TC97 11 S 
) 

I TC97 117 
I 
I 
I TC9 7 l 2 l 
I 
I TC07-l,S 
) 

2 

l TC o 7 .,_l_.,l..,.O:._ __ _, 



1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON CO MMUNI CATI ONS INC., D/B/ A 
MCCOOK TE LECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELE COMM UNI CAT IONS 

4 COOPERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOM~UNf CATl ONS CO. 

6 US WEST COMM U~I CATIONS , I NC. 

7 THREE RIVER TELCO 

I 
) 

) TC97 • l 31 
) 

I 
) TC97-15 4 
I 
I 
I TC97·155 
) 

) TC97 · 163 
I 
) TC97 - 167 
) 
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For us west· 

A P P E A B 8 N C E s 

William P . Heaston 
1801 California Street 
Suite S1-00 
Denver , CO 80202 

and 

Tamara A. Wilka 
P . O . Box 5015 
Si o ux Falls, so S7ll7- S01S 

9 Fo r SO!TC : Richard D . Coit 
P . O. Box 5 7 
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u 
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P R Q C E E P 1 N G S 1 

2 

3 sta r t e d. 

CHA IRMAN BURG: Okay. We'll go ahead and get 

I 'll beg in the he ar ing f or the dockets 

4 relating to t h e eligible telecommunica:1ons c arriers 

S designation . The time 1s a pproximately 1:50 . The date 

6 is November 19, 1997; and t h e location of the hea ring 

7 13 Room 4 12. State Cap itol , Pier r e, South Dakota. 

a I am ~im Burg, Commission Chairman. 

9 Commi ssioners Laska Schoenfelde r and Pam Nelson are 

10 a lso present . I'm p resi ding o v er this h~aring. The 

11 hearing was noticed pursuant to the Comm1ss1on's Order 

12 For and Notice of Hearing issued No v ember 7 , 1 997. 

13 The issues at this he a ring sha ll be as 

1 4 follo ws : One , whether the requesting 

15 telecommunicat ions company should be granted 

16 designation as eligible telecommunieat1ons c a r riers: 

17 and. t wo, what service areas shall be established by 

18 the Commissi on. 

19 All parties have the r ight to be present and 

20 lo be r epresented by an att o rney . All persons so 

21 test1fy1n9 will be s worn ~n and subJ ect to 

22 c r oss- e xa mination by the parties. The Commission• 

23 final decisi on may be appealed by the part i es to •be 

2~ Stute Ci rcuit Court and the State Supreme Cou r t. 

25 Rolayne Wiest will ace as Commission 
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3 
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9 

10 

! l 

12 

l 3 

: o 

. ., 

6 

counsel . She may provide recomQe nded rulings on 

procedural a nd evidentiary matters. The Commission ma 

o verrule its counsel's prel1m1nary rulings throughout 

the hear ing. If no t overruled. the prel1m1nary rulings 

will become final . 

At this t.ime I'll turn 1t over t o Rolayne f o r 

t.he heanng 

MS Wl ES7 · l ' !l t ke appearances of t he 

parties . Rich, v h o d o you repres~nt? 

MR. co::- I'm here today represent1ng all of 

the SDITC mP~b•r co~pan1ea, and also Kadoka which has 

re c en . ly app l1•d ! o r membe r ship with the coal1t1on. 

And Darla Ro9ers 1s here represent1ng some comran1es, 

and : g~ess she co~! d ~nd1~ate f o r the reco rd which 

vs 11 0=- ERS :·- here repr•sent1n9 Valley; 

MS . WIES7 Co~ld y o~ repeat thus~ again ~ 

Va.:ey. S t ockno l~ Strandb~rg. V1v1an, Go!den West. 

MS. ROGERS Go,d•n West , Sully Buttes nd 

MS. W:ES7. us West 

MR . HEAS70 :; 8111 Heaston and Tammy W1 lka 

~o r US West ~omm~n1c t1ons 

----- ---------------------------.J 



l 

2 

3 staf f . 

MS. CREMER: 

MR. HOSECK: 

7 

Karen Cremer, Commission staff. 

c amron Hosec k, Comm ission 

4 MS. WI EST : We have had a request to ta ke o ne 

5 of these dockets first and that's TC97 ·075. Do any o f 

6 the parties want to make an o pening statement bef o re we 

7 begin? 

8 Why d o n't you proceed wi th 075 t hen . 

9 MR. COI T: Sure, that's f i ne . I rea lly don't 

10 have an o per.ing statement. There are a couple o f 

11 exh i bits that we woul d li ke to admit . And I understand 

12 there's also been s ome l etters sent t o t h e Commi ss ion 

13 that we would like t o admit i nt o che record as evidence 

l~ on the ETC questi o ns . And chat would be Ex h i bit Nu mber 

15 l, whi ch is t he application of Fo rt Ra nda ll fo r ETC 

16 designation , and Exhibit No. 2 . which is the response 

17 of Po r t Randall co a d a ta request from staff , dated, I 

1 8 believe, October 1st . And t he re are t wo letters . I 
l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

don't kno w 1! we' v e marked those yet. 

( EXHIBITS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

IDENTIFICATI ON.) 

MR . CO!T: There are t wo o ther e xhibits cha t 

have bee n ma rked Ex hibit No. 3. Kathy Marmet, is c hat 

the l etter o f Dakota or is Exhibit 3 the letter . 

MS. MARMET: Exhibit 3 is th e le t ter of 
I · 



8 

l Dakota. 

2 

3 

MR. CO!T: So the Exhibit 3 is the letter 

from Ro bert Marmet to the Commiss ion, and Ex hibit 4 is 

q a letter from Mike 9 radley to the Commission. 

s MS. WIEST: What's the date of tha t le tter. 

6 the letter from Bradley? 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: November 18th . 

MS. W1 EST : Because t have o ne dated November 

9 18th and one the 19th. 

10 

l 1 

MR . CO!T: l chink so. Is that right, 

Ex h.ibit 3. 1s that the 19th? Okay . r had a let ter 

12 that was dated yesterday, but the o n e s we have mar ked 

13 f o r adm1s s1on today, I believe both the letters are 

1 .; daced t.he 19th, t.o vember 19th. 

1S MS. WIEST: 

16 dated the 19th? 

17 

l il 

1 9 

MR . CO ! T: 

MS . WIE S T 

MR . C0:7 : 

So the letter f rom Mr. Bradley is 

Ye s. Sor ry abou t that. 

And tha t's Exhibit 4 . 

d on't kno w why they're dated 

20 d1![1Hencly . The : 9~h ! S the one we're seek ing 

21 adm1ss1on o n, I believe . Yes , they are ident ica 1 s o 

22 we're see k1ng adrn!ss1 on o( t.he 19th letter . 

23 MS. W:EST. t h in k they're n ot exac tly 
., . ... 1denc1cal bu t we· l ~ go "''1th t.he 19th. Coul d I see the 

25 lett~r fr o m Dak ot a ? d o n't believe we got copies o f 



1 that o ne . (Pause .) So at th i s time a re you o ffe ring 

2 Exh ibits 1, 2. 3 and 4 ? 

l MR . COIT: Yes. that's cor rect. 

4 MS. WJEST: rs there irny objection to those 

5 exh ibits being admitted? If no t, l. 2, 3 and.; have 

6 been admitted 1n TC97-07S . Then at th is time l woul d 

7 ask i f any of the par ties have any quest ions perta ining 

8 to TC97 -075 , inclu d ing the Commissioners? 

9 The o nly ques tion r woul d h a ve, RI.ch, i s on 

10 the r es p o nse to the data r eques t. Ex hioic 2 . And the 

ll f i rst questi o n it talks about single party service. 1 

1 2 guess it's not absol utely clea r that it' s available to 

13 all the customers the way t hat the s tatement is wr it ten 

1 4 and a nswered. 

:s MR . CO IT : Oh. be c ause they said d o es the 

16 above - refe:enced compa ny have thi s servl~ e . 

17 MS. WIEST: Right. 

18 MR. COI T: Yeah, I guess that i s correct. 

:9 And lam not here today to se rve as a witness. 

20 MS. WIEST: No. 

21 MR . CO IT: lf t hat's a concern that you feel 

22 y ou nee d address e d, an d I hate to say th is. but r wa s 

23 led co bel ieve that 1 f the re we re some questions o n 

2 4 applications and t he r e was not a witnes s here t o answe r 

2S that, chose questions cou ld be dealt with between no w 
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a nd Decembe r 2nd. There are witnesses here t o day f o r 

2 some o f the othe r appl1cat1 o ns. but there 1s not a 

l witness he re today wtth respec t to Fo rt Randall's 

.; .1 ppl1cat1on. 

s MS W! £S7 . The only other th i ng : would 

6 sugqest 1s that perhaps the Comm1ss1on could J ust have 

7 

8 

it c ar1!1ed by anot her affidavit f r om the person . 

CHA:RMAN BURG: We coul J appro ve i t o n tne 

9 basis o! that clar::1 c a t1on. 

10 

' . 
. ~ .. 
:. ) 

' . . . 

. ~ ' . 

MS. WIEST : A l ate - ! 1led exh ibit just 

clar.!ying that si n c e we are t ak ing a!! 1dav1ts from the 

MR COIT· I appreciate tha t option 

MS. WIEST . Othe r wise. are there any o ther 

Ca n we make be~ch dec1s1ons ? 

MS Wl EST StaC f will have sorneth1ng too . 

have cest1~on y on a ll o f t he c a ses. Does sta!f 

:, w~ n: to ao new . r do you wa nL to go at the very end? 

20 MR HOSEC K Or1 91na !l y we had planned o g o 

2: a: te1 th~ app?1 c ants had . 

MS W!£S7 . .; :1 the app licants? 

MR HOS ECY Yt!S . And ~! Lh~ee re treated 

~.; ~n rn a as o r s ~rneth1 ng ( d 1rly close to that. then we 

2S wou: d be prepared to put o n ou r case 1n a simil ar 
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1 manner. 

2 CHAIRMAN BURG: That's f i ne . 

3 MS. WIEST: Let's just go through the m a nd 

then we'll ha ve Harlan as the witness. Let's go back 

S to TC97·068. 

6 TC97-068? 

Does anyone have any questions on 

7 

8 

9 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a clari fication. 

data request re sponse is this? 

MS . WI EST: Yes. That would be in that 

Wha t 

11) packet. 

11 MR . COIT: Is there a cha ·1ce that we could 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

consider or deal with these en mass as Mr . Hoseck has 

indicated or suggested? 

MS. WIEST: I'd rather not just because on a 

fe w of them l have a couple questions on some of them. 

MR . COIT: Okay. Should I go ahead and 

introduce the exhib1to ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 

MR. COIT: W1th respect to Doc ket TC97 -068 

20 there are two exh1b1t6 . Exhib1t No. l is the ac t ual 

21 ETC request f iled by Vivian Telephone Company. And 

22 Exhibit No. 2 is the response of Vivian Telephone 

23 Company to a data request from Commission staff . We 

24 would move the admission o f those exhibits. 1 do not 

2 S have the dates. I don't have them here with me . 
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l Okay. Yeah, t he date on the Exhibit No. l is 6-1997, 

2 and the date on the response to the data request is 

l 10-1 4 -97 . 

s 

6 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 

MR . CO IT : 6 • l 9 

6-9: right, not 6-19? 

6 - 9, excuse me. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Ia the re any obJection t o 

7 admitting Exh ibits land 2 1r. 06 8? If not:, they• ve 

8 been admitted. Again, Rich, on Exh ibit 2, the first 

9 question, it s ays we pro vide single party service 

10 throughout . 

11 custo111ers? 

l guess I' 11 assume that means all 

12 MR . COI T : ! would c a ll Don Lee. Don Lee is 

13 here representing V1vian as well aa some o ! the othe r 

H compa nies . Do n Lee. d o you want to take a scat? 

l !, DON LIi, 

!6 c alled as a witness, being fi r s t duly s wo rn. 

17 was exd~!ned and test1f1ed as f o! ! o ws : 

18 P!R£CT EXAMINATION 

19 BY MR . COIT, 

20 o. Cou!d you re spond :o Commission counsel's 

21 questi o n. please? 

22 

23 

., .. 
~ .. 
25 

;. Yes 7he answer to your question is, yes, i t 

d o es i ndicate that :hey p r ovide service p r Lvate line 

throughout the study are a . 

MS. WIES':' Singl e party t o all customers? 



It ' s avai l ab le to al l customers ? 

A. Right. 

1 --.. 
l 

2 

3 MS. WIEST : Thank you. That's the onl y 

4 question I hav e. Does anybo dy else have any quest ions 

5 f o r this witness f o r 0 68 ? lf not, thank you. I did 

6 admit Exhibit 1 a nd 2. 069. 

7 MR. COIT: We wo u l d move the admiss ion o ! 

a Exhi b its No. 1 and 2 in 06 9, and that is an ETC reques t 

9 or application dated 6-9 -9 7 and response to a staff 

10 data r eques t dated 10-14 -97 . 

11 MS. WIEST: Any o b ject ion ? If noc, they've 

12 beP n admitte d . 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Excuse me, 1 do 

1 4 no~ have the data requesc u p here wit h me f o r s ome 

15 reason. I'm s o rry about this, but r need to g o back 

16 and as k Mr. Lee about the Lifeline , Li nk Op. I think 

17 wa s that covered in the da ta request? I'm sorry to be 

18 behind the eight ball . but l did n o t have that and so 1 

:9 need :o k now whether th is company i s d o1n9 Lifeline, 

20 Link Up no w o r whether you need t o-· whethe r you 

2 1 intend to have that implemen ted b y 1 - 1? 

22 A . You 're referr i ng to the Vi v i an Telepho ne 

23 Company? 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vivia n is 

25 what we're do i ng no w. 
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2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

1 2 

1 j 

A. Vivian Telephone Company does provide 

L1fel1ne and Link Up throughout its system with the 

e x ception of the V1vi ~ n Exchange, and they anticipate 

prov1d1ng it 1n the Viv ian Exchange by January l, 

19 9 8 

COMM: SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: But ant1c1pated 

and d o ing it are t wo different things. And! think : •n 

going t o have to be assured that yo~·re either g o ing t o 

d o Lt or that y ou 're 9 0 109 t o ask for something from 

us. 

A. Do you want a commitment that we will do it 

by that date ? 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: I think that's 

l ~ o n e o f t he requirements, if I'm reading the Act right. 

15 A Yeah . 

l 6 COMM: ss l ONER SCHOENFELDER : And 1 th 1 nk 

17 tha t's 1~po rtan c chat w~ have chat o n the reco rd . 

: e A Certa:n!y . Com~1ss1 o ner . The answer ~s . yes, 

1 9 th•y are co-~1tced to pro v1d1ng it by 1 · 1·1998 . 

2 0 COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Thank y ou . 

2 1 

2 2 

CHA:R!'IAN BURG: Just a questi o n, 

o ne o n that . On the t o ll. what d o we c all 

a gene ral 

lC toll 

23 co n t r o l ? Do we need a statement o n those. too , o r a 

req u ~st f o r a waiver ? 

25 MS . WIEST· They d i d a c tually request wa ivers 
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1 i n thei r o riginal appli c ations . 

2 MR. COIT: 1 was at the conclusion of go i ng 

3 through, I guess, the questions and so f orth, I was 

4 basically -- befo re the Commission acts on any of 

S these, going t o restate the request. Bu t if the 

6 Commiss i on has questions of Mr . Lee with respect to 

7 certain aspect s of pro vid i ng it, I wo uld ·· yeah , l 

8 would sugges t you go ahead and a ek it. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : No , I d o n't have a probl em as 

10 long as we kno w a ll of them that's g n ing to apply t o. 

l l In other wo rds, 1f it app lies t o evety one of them , 

12 then th e statement at the end saying i t applies on a ll 

13 of them is adequa t e f or me. Or i f you have some tha~ 

l ~ al r e ady could do the toll control, we need to kno w 

15 that. I do~bt l l the r e a re any at this t i me . 

16 

!7 

18 

19 

20 

:? l 

req uest 

t o make 

bringing 

MR . COIT: No , we d o n't. And the waiver 

18 included 1n a 11 the applicati o ns . Bu t 

sure it wa s ru led on , l was intending on 

it up agaLn a t the end . 

CHAIRMAN BURG. Okay. That's fine W!th 

MS . WI EST : Any other questions o f this 

)U SC 

me. 

22 wi tness regarding 068 and 069? 

23 TC97-070. 

If not, we will g o t o 

MR. COI T: Again, I wo uld move for the 

2S a dmission of two exh i b its in TC97 -070, and that is the 



16 

1 £TC application o r request d a ted 6-10-97 and r esponse 

2 to sta(f•s data request dated 10-97. 

) MS . W!EST: Any obJection? If not. Exhibits 

4 1 and 2 have been admitted. Are the r e a ny questions 

5 with rega rd to this docket? 

6 TC97-071 . 

If not, let's go to 

7 MR. COIT: We would move for the admission of 

8 Exhibits No. l and 2. request for ETC status d a ted 

9 6·10-97 and res~onse ·o data request of sea! ! dated 

10 10 9-97. 

! l MS . WIEST : Any o bJect1 o n to Exh1b~ts 1 and 

12 2'? If not, they've been admitted . Are there a ny 

13 questions regard ing TC97-07 1 ? rf not, we will go to 

. . . , 

. 5 

7 C97·07 ) . 

MR. CO,T: We woul d r.ove f or the adm:ss1on o~ 

:6 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6 · 11-97 and Exhibit 

:, .. .. respons e to sta~! data request dated l0-: , -97 . 

: s MS. W: EST : Any ob1ect1ons to Exh1b1ts l and 

I: not. they have been adm1tted . 

2c Any quest1 o ns regard~ng 073? 

MR . C0:7 : would note that Denn1s La w, who 

2:? is the current manager o ! Sioux Valley Telephone 

23 Co-pary, 1s ava:!ab!e t! the Comm1ss1oners have any 

2 ~ q.iest1o~s. 

::! 5 MS. WTE:ST : Any questi o ns? I f not. we • 11 g o 
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1 to TC97-074. 

2 MR. CO IT : We woul d move for the admissi on of 

3 Exhibit No. 1, wh ich i s the ETC request dated 6 - 12 -97 

4 and Exh ibit No. 2, response to staff data request dated 

5 10 - 31-97 . 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there any obJections? If 

7 not, l and 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

8 questions conce rn ing 07 4 ? I have the same question on 

9 thin one. Rich , with respect to the data request number 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

fl 1 ed. 

MR . COIT: Woul d an aff idavit be adequate? 

MS. WIEST: Yeah, 

MR. COIT: Okay . 

as far as al customers. 

T will make ~y ~e that gets 

MS. WIEST: Any quest ~ons on 07 4 ? If not, 

16 let's go to TC97-077. 

17 MR. COIT: We ~ould move for the admission of 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

25 

Exhibit No. l. which 1s the ETC request and that's 

dated 6 - ll-97. Also move f or adm1ss1on of Exhibit No. 

2, whi ch is a response to da ta request da ted 10-9·97. 

And there is a lso a n Exhibit No. 3 in thls d oc ket. a 

supplemental response to staff data request. I t's 

dated 10·28·97 . We move the admission of all t hree 

e xhi ,bite. 

MS. WIEST: Any obJection? If not, thos~ 



1 three e x hibits have bee n admitted. Are chere any 

2 questions regarding this doc ket? 

18 

3 MR . COIT: I believe Mr. Lee is representing 

4 ITC today as we ll? 

S MR . LEE: That's right. 

6 MS. WIE ST: Ok ay. Let's go to TC97-076. 

7 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of 

B Ex hibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-13-97 

9 and move for the admission of Ex hibit No. 2, wh ich is 

:o response to staf f data request dated 10-9-97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any object i o n to those exh ibits? 

12 l! no t, they've oee n admitted. Any questio ns 

13 conce rning this d ocke t? Let ·s go to TC~7-080. 

14 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of 

)5 Exhibit No. 1. wh ich is the ETC request dated 6-16-97, 

16 and also move !or admission of response to staff data 

17 :equest Exhibit No. 2, which 1s dated 10-1 4 -97. 

1 ll 

19 

20 

2 1 

2:? 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS . WIES7: Any objection to Exhibits land 

2? I: not. they• ve been admitted. Any questions 

regarding th:s docket? 

TC97 -081. 

:f not, lee's move to 

MR . COi7 : We move for the adm4ssi o n o f ETC 

request dated 6·16·97, wh1ch is Exhibit No. l, and also 

Ex hibit No . 2. response to staff da t a 1~quest, dated 

10-15-97. 
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MS. WIEST: Are there any obj ections t o land 

2? If not, they' v e been admitted . Any questions 

regarding this docket? So, Rich, with respect to this 

one, you will be asking at the end about ~he waiver ! o r 

the single party and all the other waivers; is that 

right ? 

MR . COIT: Is there a wai ·er request in the 

8 Stateline on the single party issue? 

9 MS. WIEST : Yes . 

1 0 MR . COlT: r wasn't a ware o f that. 1 

1 1 understood there were s ome companies that had purc hased 

12 u S West (<changes t hat were still in the process of 

13 converting some party lines. But, yes, if they need a 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

!9 

20 

21 

22 

2) 

24 

25 

waiver, 1 guess so . I'll rene w that request. 1 don't 

have any fact ual information I can provide . I don't 

believe, Mr . Lee. are you here representing Stateline? 

MR . LEE: I am . And i n conversat ions with 

Stateline management yes terday, they indicated that 

they would like ly need a waiver request until Ma rch, 

Apri l time fra me when they can finish the construction 

to pro v ide al l o ne party service. 

MS . WIEST: And in their application they're 

actually asking fo r a o ne - year wa iver; corre c t? 

MR . LEE : But t hey're wil~ing t o sho rten it 

up. 
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1 MS. WI EST: so you pro bably j ust need a 

2 waiver unt il June ? 

3 MR. LEE : Tha t would be adequa te. 

4 MS . WIEST: June 1st? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we need to ac t on the 

6 wa ivers now? 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Do you want a 

a motion o n the waiver now? 

9 MS. WIEST: Let's t a l k about tha t. The t hing 

10 lS that all o ~ these, I believe, are going to a lso need 

11 a motion on the waive r s !or the o ne year o n the toll 

12 control , and we h a ven't been d oing any o f those motions 

13 at t his time. 

14 CHAIRMAN BURG: We have to ta ke each of those 

15 sepa rate mo tions, d o you th1nk. at the end fo r the to ll 

16 concrol? 

! 7 

:a 

19 

2 0 

start 

21 on e . 

MS. WIEST: Yes. I f we wan t to go --

MR. CO !T : We could ~ ick it up here now and 

That m19ht be the easiest wa y . 

CHAiRMt. l'- BURG · If we got to go throug h each 

22 MR . COIT : Ru le on them ar. you go th r ough. 

23 CHA! RMAN BURG: Easier than going back. 

2 4 MS WIEST: Okay . For 081 Wlth respect to 

25 the waiver unt;l June 1st, 1998 , concerning s i ngle 
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1 pa r ~y service to all customers, and the second wa iver 

2 on toll cont r ol for one year -- o ne year from what 

J dac.e, Rich? 

4 MR. COI T : I think I woul d guess tha t that 

5 would be fr om the date o f the order. 

6 MS. WIEST: Okay. 

7 MR. COlT : on the toll control? You 're 

8 speaking to the t oll control; correct? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes, toll control. 

10 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a question 

11 as long as we're tal king about the waivers both on toll 

:2 control and o n t h e single party service. As long as 

l3 ycu•re asking for waivers, l et ' s ma ke sure it ' s d one 

l ~ prope rly and that we're not back here in t wo months 

15 a &k 1ng for more wa ivers. I wou ld hate to go through 

16 this process, or would not li ke to g o thr Qugh this 

17 procPSS again . I think we need to be a ccu rate when 

18 we're doing 1~. ! a ls o have a question about what 

19 meets the requ i rements o f the Ac:? How much of a 

20 wa iver can we give? l d o n't kno w as I kno w the ans wer 

21 to that. 

22 MS. WIEST : Right. The ti~e a c tually 1n the 

23 FCC Order is not specified . But it does say 1n 

2.; paragraph 89 , 1 believe, that the Commission must. upon 

25 a finding o f exceptional circumstances, you can mak e a 
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l wa iver for single party services for a specified period 

2 o ! t 1 me. And also on the t oll limitation the company 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

must also show except i onal ci r cumstances e xist and ne ed 

! or additi o nal Lime to upgrade. They should have to 

show 1nd1v1dual hardship. ind1vidual1zed hardship o r 

1nequ1ty warrants additional time to comply and that 

woul d bette r serve Lhe public interest that 1s in 

str:ct adherenc e to the time per1cd and 1t shoul d 

9 extend onl y as long as the e xc eptional circumstances 

10 exist. 

ll 

l 2 

:5 . . 
• C 

! a 

MR. C0 !7 : l wou ld note that 1n the 

applications. wh le we've r equested a year, we've al s o 

,na : c at ed that v 1tht, that p@ r tod o f time we would fil e 

some 1~!ormat1on w1Lh tne Commission 1nd1cat1n9. you 

:'°C"mrr.os :. on - what ,., ,. have 

1::sw• r so-,. q uest:or.s .:, the 

r( the 

and Mr . Lee. I chink, can 

rea o ! toll con~rol that 

s .. • "'e : .. !ac ed with a s1u.ation t oday 

:~ wh~r ~ th~ capab .!:~.es are JU~t n oL av3ilable. l! a 

~o y~ar :s: Q :ona. yo~ kn ow. !rom our pe~apect:ve we 

21 rea l ly d:dn': kno w when :t would be available and 

But 1f the re 's better 

23 1:: ! ormat: or. on tha: . ~aybe th• t1~e period c an be 

i4 atf!erent. rut ~lgnt no w we really don't know when the 

:s capac .!:ty 1s g o ing t o be ava ilable. 

------------------------------------' 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I hate t o be l abo r 

2 the poi nt, and I know everyone wants to get th r ough 

) thi G, but to me it's very important that we do it 

4 r i ght. And s o if i t means tha t we need t o answer the 

s quest ion when we gran t t h e se waive r s and we send these , 

6 or y o u s end the m o n t o t he FCC . we need t o be sure t hat 

7 you have spelled ou t why t hese companies - - at least 

8 this is what l'm understand i ng -- why these compan i es 

9 c a n ' t do t oll contro l and why it's g oing to take t hat 

10 lo ng of a perio d o f time to do single party service . 

11 And s ot thi n k t hat sho uld be i n th : a pplication 

12 some whe r e, o r at l east i n o ur motion as we appro ve it , 

13 o r ~ e s hould have s ome t hing o n the reco r d t o support 

14 whe r e we ' re go ing . 

lS MS. WI EST: They d o e xp l a i n the r ,easo ns in 

16 their applica t ion . the ir o r igi na l app lica tion , wi t h 

17 respe c t to coll con t r ol. 

18 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

19 MS . WI EST: But i f there a r e any f ur the r 

20 questions that the Commission would l1 k e to a s k at thi s 

21 t i me , if you ne ed mo r e 1nf o r mation o n tha t. we coul d d o 

2 i c ha t. no w. 

23 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I would like t o 

24 kno w -- a nd this proba bl y isn't tru e o f a ll compa ni e s. 

25 But of t he ones you're testi fy i ng fo r at l eas t, 
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1 Mr . Lee. where they're at 1n deploying the technology 

2 

) 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

13 

15 

16 

1 7 

that we need to do these two things and wha t kind of 

delays you might expect . Because I don't want this to 

no t go f orward the way that lt's been perceived that it 

should go for ward. 

MR. LEE: Sure. Okay. I might respond to 

that in general; a nd then i! there a r e specific 

questions. I'd be happy to d o that. But the issue of 

toll l1mitat1on. wh1ch I believe u nder the FCC's 

description ident ifi es a toll restrictio n and a t oll 

control. and the issue a t hand 1s in the toll control. 

which my understanding 1& t o ind1cate that the end u ser 

su bs criber 1s to be able to cont r o l t he amount o f its 

monthl y 0111, at which time a restri ction aut omatically 

kicks 1n and disallows a ccess to t~e long distance 

net wo rk. To my knowledge, there 1s no swi tch vendor in 

:he United Sta:cs toda y wh o provides t hat c apability 

18 wi th~n its s w:tch . ; kno w tha t the vendo rs are wo rking 

: 9 0 :\ :. C. l c o ~ld not sit here with a clear conscience 

2 0 and indicate tha~ o n X date tha t I would expect 1t will 

21 be ava ilabl e Gi ven my honest o pinion , ! would doubt 

22 that 1t·s available t o the general population wi thin a 

23 year's time per ! od . And there i n is the reason I 

2 4 believe that SOITC members ask f o r the o ne - year perio d 

2 S bec ause we don't anticipate it being avai l able . 
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25 

The necond or alternative to thac is a 

software pro vision in9 of toll control. And, again , to 

3 my kno wledge , there is n o interface between a software 

4 system and a switch that has tha t capabil ity. 

S Primarily becaus e it would take rea l t ime rating o f a 

6 customer's usage; and becQuse t he c us tomer contro l 

7 s witch i n te r e x c hange c arr i er i t's choosing, there are a 

8 myriad o f optio nal c a ll plans and rate structures that 

9 would be applied . And, to my knowl edge, there j ust is 

10 no technology, nor soft ware, avai lable to c arry out 

ll that pro gram . 

12 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : And i f I rec al l 

t3 1 ight, !t doesn't ·· i t ' s n o t permissive, one or the 

14 other . You reall y co need to d o a ll o f the above. 

15 MR. LEE: Jt includes bot h , tha t•s correct. 

J 6 

~7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: : be lieve some 

com~1nies have a s ked the FCC f o r c lari fica t1 o n, t hat 

s o rt o f t hing. And a s far as I kno w, y ou might have 

bette r in ( o r mat1on th a n I d o that that decision has not 

been handed down by the FCC. 

MR. ~EE: A, 1 doubt l have bette r 

1n(ormacion ; and, B. I agree it has not been handed 

down, to my k nowl edge . There is tha t clar i f icat ion 

procedure request in front o f che FCC. 

COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER : 0 Kay . 

I 
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l CHA : R!-IA1' BURG : To my k nowledge, everybody 

2 c an o f fe r toll l1m1tat1on; right, fr om wh a t we 've had 

3 to get a genera l statement? 

.. MR . LEE : I'm going to de f ine as toll 

S restr 1ct 1on . 1 ! t c an. instead of toll limit a tion, y e s. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG : Toll blocking 1s what I 

7 mean . Everybo dy c an o f!er tha t ? 

8 MR :.EE 7 o my kno wledge, tha t's a t r ue 

9 atatement . 

10 CHA:RMAt- BURG And t q uesa my pos1t 1on 1s to 

l: -:-e. the ot h~r re lly d o n ' t s e e. yo u k now, since 

12 y ~ said 1: ·s n at ava:.able, I can't see them 1mply1 n9 

1t o r eve~ putt1nq 1: into her~. I think lt s atis f i e s 

' ~av~ no problem 9 1v1n9 the full 

~S y~ r C t ~o~e a a • ng a~ :: gets th r ough FCC, which a t 

I 
21 I 

So : d o n't see th i s 

p : :1 • to l!'e • n r.c a i< ! :19 : : a short e r l 1 m 1 t because · 

XP :..££ : woJ~d a g ree with that and then 

would poi nt out 1n : he ppl1cationo the companies ha ve 

.nd: c ated that : h ey w:? ! :nvest19ate a nd will wo rk with 

~h~:r s w1cch venoo r s so that when it does become 

2 ~ ava il able, they're w1: l 1n9 t o 1mplement 1t. I think 

25 tha t the telepho ne companies !eel that once it become s 
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1 available. it is i n the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive o f that con cept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: Wit h that I'll move that we 

4 grant the ont- year waiver o n toll -- wha t i s it 

S called ? Toll limi tat ion? Toll control? 

6 COMMISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second. 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'm go ing to 

8 concur with tha t as long as the motion i s understood 

9 chat there will be some formal way to limi t tol l f o r 

10 these customers just so that e verybo dy ~ ndd rstands the 

11 mocion. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I chink in every appli c a tion 

13 y ou agreed cha t you c an d o toll res t rict ion --

H MR. LEE: Right . 

lS CHAIRMAN BURG: i f 1 remembe r r ead1ng the 

16 applica t. ~ ns. and that to me is s a tis fa c t o ry . 

17 MR . LEE: Thank you. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do you wan t t hem as a 

19 separate mo t ion? Oka y . 1'11 also move -· whic h one d o 

20 we need on this one ? 

2 1 MS . WIEST : The single part y service unt il 

22 Ju ne 1st . 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mov e that we gran t a 

24 waiver in TC97 -08l i n the single party r equireme n t 

25 unt:11 June l, 1998. 
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CO MM ISSIONER NELSON : I'd s e cond . 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST : Any o the r questions i n 081? Do 

~ you want to g o bac k n o w? 

S CHAIRMAN BURG: It might be easier t o g o b ack 

6 and get these oc hers . 

7 MR . CO IT : Whateve r. 

8 MS. WIEST: We'll g o b a c k to 06 8, and the 

9 motion in 06 8 wil l be for the o ne-year wa iver o n t o ll 

lC co:ncrol. 

1: CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve tha t we grant the 

12 wa iver o! t oll control 1n TC97 •075. 

13 

15 

1 6 

. ., 
18 

: s, 

20 

:n 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON : I'd s econd. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cur. 

MS. WIES:' . 068. 

CHA l RM;, N BURG. 1" 11 mov e we grant the tol l 

~ean : ·11 move we gran t the ~aLver f or toll 

l 1m! ta: ion. 

MS. w;ES7 7 oll control. I 'm sorry . we h ave 

~o bP a ccu rate because ~ h 1t the FCC did ,a ~hey call 1c 

combined toll cor. trol a nd toll block i ng as coll 

23 CHAI RMAN BURG: t'll move we gran t the wa iver 

2 ; ' ~ t o1! cor.t r ol !n 7 C9?-068. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: Seconded. 
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s 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST : For one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. 

MS. Wl EST : 069. 

29 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll ke~p making chem. I'll 

6 move we grant the toll cont r ol wa iver 1n TC97·069 for 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

l 1 

COMMl SSIONER NELSON· Seconded . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST , 070. 

CHAlRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant toll 

12 cont r ol in TC97-070 for one year, the wa iver f o r one 

13 year . 

1 ~ COMMISSIONER NELSON, Second it. 

lS COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

16 

17 

MS . WIEST: l 7 l. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant toll 

18 con t r ol. the waiver f or toll control, in TC97·07l. for 

19 o ne year. 

2 0 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

21 

22 

23 

2,; 

2S 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST: 073. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll ~ove we gran t the waiver 

for toll control in TC97-073 for one year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 



COMMI SSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 07 4 . 

30 

l 

2 

3 CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we g rant the waive r 

4 !or Loll control in TC97-07 4 f o r o ne year . 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMl' lSS : ONER NE~SON : Se conoed. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST: 077. 

CHAIRMA:. BURG: I'll move we grant the wai ver 

9 (or coll con trol in 7C97 077 ! o r o ne year . 

10 

l l 

l 2 

COMM !SS : ONER ~£~SON. Seconded . 

CO MM ISS , ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c ur . 

MS. WI£57 07 8 . 

CHA: Rl'AN BURG 1 · 11 mo ve we grant the wa 1ve r 

:.; I !or toll conc : o l 1n TC97 07 8 ( o r o ne yedr . 

c~ MM!SSlONER NE~SON: Seconded . 

:, 

16 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu t 

:-IS. WIEST : 080. 

CHA:RMAN BURG : And I'll move we grant the 

: , waiver f o r toll cont r c l in TC97 -080 for one year . 

:: C COMl'! SS : ONER NELSON: Seconded 

-' L • COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

CHA: R:'.AS BURG 

:?3 I done ... ~t h 81 

We did Bl; right, and we a r e 

Any further questi o ns on 0 81 ? 

2 S 083, TC97 083 
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1 MR. COIT: We would move f or the admiss ion o f 

2 the ETC request filed by Accent, d a t ed 6 - 17 - 97, and 

l Exhibit No. 2, the response to staff data request which 

4 is dated 10-8-97. 

5 MS . WIEST : Any objection? If not, land 2 

6 have been admitted. Any questions regarding OBJ ? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the oll, 

a tbe wa i ver f o r toll control i n TC97-083 for one year . 

9 

10 

11 

l 2 

COMMl SSlONER NELSON: Secu nded . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 -08 4 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the ad mission o f the 

13 ETC request dated 6-17-97, wh ich is ma r ked Exhibit No. 

H l, and we move f o r the admission of Exhib it No. 2, the 

15 r esponse to staff data request da ted 10 · 8 · 97. 

,6 MS. WlEST: Are there any ob j e c ti o ns ? rf 

17 not, they 've been admit t ed. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: l ' ll move we grant t he wa i ver 

l~ ! o r toll control i n TC97-0 84 f o r o ne year. 

2 C COMM lSS I ONER NELSON: Seconde d . 

21 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I' ll concur. 

22 Does this have a single party quest ion o n this one ? 

23 MS . WIEST : No. They said i n the i r o r igina l 

2~ applicat ion that they are o ff e r i ng s i ngle party s erv ice 

25 t o all consumers . 
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COMM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER: 1 got a sticky on 

So rr y. James Valle y : r ight? 

MS. WIEST : I believe 1n the i r -· okay. 

4 Yeah, that was Bo b 's q u estion. And the re a son he had 

5 the question 1s 1t was actually i n the o r1g1nal 

, app l1cat1 o n. So 1! y ou look at the o r i ginal 

7 app licati o n o n page t wo. u nder questi o n number three, 

8 they d o sta t e that they pro vide single party service to 

9 al l consumers 1n their s ervice area . 

1 0 o n that list . 

Number four down 

11 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 

!'.S. w ; EST • Th ank you. Okay . Let's 90 to 

l .; MR . C0 ,7 , We move ! o r adm1tt1n9 o f ~xh ibi t 

15 No. l. t he ETC :- eques t . d a t ed 6 - l 7 ·97. and Exh i bH. No. 

., .. th~ respons e to eta!! d a ta reques t dated 10-10-97 . 

MS i,; ; £S 7 Any o bJecc. 1ons? I! n ot. they' ve 

:a been ad~itted l h ave ~he same questi o n here with 

~~ ~espect to q~es~ ~or. ~~- ber o ne . 

20 !'.? co : 7 Mr . Benton 1a avai l able to respond 

21 t o q ues t.io ns . ! b e li e v e :s this Heartland ? Right ? 

22 Or, Don. c an yo ~ :-e apond to any ques t i on s , 

23 MR . LEE , Ma rk has asked me t o re spond on his 

2 ~ behalf. which w:!l be Hea rt l and Communicat ions , and 

25 they are o !! e r 1n9 all s:ngl e . 
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1 MS. WIEST : Single party wa s offered to all 

2 customers? Any other questions concerning th i s 

3 doc ket? Is there a moti on? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move t hat we grant the 

s wa i ver for toll control co TC97 -0 8 9 for o n e year . 

6 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 

7 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

8 MS. WIEST: 085, I believe. 

9 CHA IRMAN BURG: Exc use me, 85 . 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97-086 . 

11 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of ETC 

12 request, Exh ibit No. l, dated 6-17 · 97, and response t o 

13 sc a ff data req ueats, Exhibit No. 2, which is dated 

14 10-10-97. 

15 MS. WIEST: Any o bjections? I f not, they 

16 have been a dmitted. Sa me question, can you answer 

17 th a t, Mr. Lee ? 

~8 MR. LEE: I"m so rry, l d on 't have the 

19 assoc 1a t~d companies with the e xhibit numbers. Which 

20 company a r e we refe rr ing to? 

21 

22 

2J services. 

2 4 

25 

MR . CO IT : Midstate. 

MR . LEE: They are cu rren tly all private li ne 

MR. COIT: Single part y ; correct? 

MS. WIEST: Single party to all customers? 



l 

2 

3 docket? 

3 4 

MR . LE£ : Co rrect . 

MS. WIEST: Any o ther questions in this 

CHAI RMAN BURG : I'l l mo ve we grant the to ll 

~ control wa i ver in TC97 -0B6 ! or o ne year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON . I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WtEST: TC97- 087. 

MR. COIT: We move ! o r the admission of 

10 '.!:: x!ab1t No. l, ETC request . dated 6-17-97, and Exh i bit 

11 No 2, response to staff da ta request, dated 10-16-97 . 

l 2 

1 l 

MS. WIEST : Any obJ e c tione? 

! and 2 have been admitted. 

JI f not, Exhib i ts 

CH.; IRMAN BURG: :•11 move we grant toll 

15 con · r ol waiver 1n TC97-087 f o r one year. 

! C COMMl SSlOKER NELSON: I'd second it. 

17 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. \\ !EST · 

: 9 I :.. h: s o ne , R 1 ch. 

Ag a~n . l'd have a question on 

:o MR . COlT· Mr . ~ee 1 8 represe~t1 ng Baltic as 

2: we 1 ! . 

2 :! MR. LEE . Baltic 1s cu rren tly all private 

23 I'm s orry . single p a rty. I shoul d us e the right 

2 ~ t.err::. single pa r ty sen·ice. 

:! 5 MS. WIEST: To all custome r s? 
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MR. LEE: Correct . 

MS. WfES T : Thank you. TC97 -0S8. 

MR. cOff: We move f or the adm i ss ion of 

4 Exhibit No. :. ETC request dated 6-17-97, and res ponse 

5 to sta ff data request. which is Exhibit No. 2, which is 

6 dated 10-17-97. 

7 MS. WlEST: Any objections? If not , Exhibits 

8 land 2 have been admitt ed . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

10 on toll control in TC97 - 088 f or o ne yea r . 

11 

12 

13 

H 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

this one, 

service. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: t• second i t . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: Can you ans wer my qu,est ion o n 

Mr . Lee? 

MR . LEE: Company name , please? 

MS. WjEST: Ease Plains. 

MR . LEE: Cu rrent ly i s all single party 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. 

MS . WIEST : TC97-089. 

MR . COIT: We move fo r the admission of 

22 Exhibit No. l, which as the ETC request da ~ed 6-17-97, 

23 and the admission of Exhibit No. 2. which is a response 

24 to staff data request. dated 10- 21 - 97 . 

25 MS . WIEST : Any objections? If n o t, they've 
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l been adm1tted. Sa me question. 

2 MR . CO I T: r don• t believe tha t Mr . Lee is 

3 here representing Western today. What did they s ay in 

4 the response? 

s MS. WIEST : They sa1d Western Tel e phone 

6 o ffers single party se rv ice. My questi on is do they 

7 offer to every customer again? 

8 MR. COIT: Well 

9 MS. WIEST: Ca n you do a l a te-fil e d o n that ? 

lO MR . ~¥ :T : We can do an a!! ida v1t on that 

ll one. 1 guess. 

12 CHA:RMAN BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a waive r 

13 o n toll control for TC97·089 f o r o n e year. 

l.; COMM l ss I ONER NELSON: I. d second it . 

15 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

16 MS. WIEST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97-090. 

, - MR COtT: We move ! o r th~ admission o f 

19 Exhlblt No . :. wh1ch 1s the ETC request dated 6·17-97, 

: ~ and Exh1b1t No . 2, which 1s the r espons e to staff data 

2 0 reGuest dated 10·2{ -97 . 

21 MS. WI EST : Any obJect1on? I! n o t, they've 

:2 be~n admitted . Any questions concern1 n9 th1s docket? 

23 CHAtRMAS BURG: l'll move that we gra nt a 

2, wa1ver on toll control In TC97 ·090 f o r o ne year . 

25 COMM ISSIONER ~ELSON: I 'd second it. 
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COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC9 7 - 092 . 

MR. CO!T : We move f o r the adm i ss ion o f 

37 

4 Exhibi t No. l, whi c h is the ETC reque&t o f Kennebe c 

S Te le p hon e Compa n y dated 6 - 18 -9 7 , a nd move for the 

6 admission o f Ex h i b it No. 2 , whi ch i s the r esponse co 

7 s ta ff d a t a r e que &t da t e d 10- 10- 97 . And I would not e 

6 ~hat Mr . Rod Baue r is her e t o respo nd to any qu e s tions 

9 that the Commissio ne r s o r s t aff may ha ve con c ern i ng 

10 the i T re qu e st. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any quest i ons c o nc erning thi s 

12 docket? I f not, d o you have a mo tion ? 

13 CHAI RMAN BURG: Di d we adm i t both tho se ? 

14 MS. WIEST: ! ' m so rry, r did no t . I wi ll 

15 admit Ex hibit Numbe r s 1 and 2. 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l l m?ve tha t we grant a 

17 wa iver on toll con t r ol in TC97-092 f o r one y e a r. 

18 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second i t. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST: 

MR. CO I T: 

Ex h1b1t No . 1 , wh ic h 

TC97-093. 

We woul d mo ve f o r the admi&s ion o f 

is t he ETC reque s t o f Jefferson 

23 Telephone Company , d at ed 6-18- 97, and mo ve a lso f o r t he 

2 ~ admission of Exhib it No. 2. re s po nse t o s taff dat a 

2S r equ e st , which 1s date d 1 0-10-97 . And I would note 



38 

1 that Mr . Dick Conno rs is available to ans we r any 

2 ques tions concerning the Jefferson request . 

3 MS. WIEST: Any obj e CtlOn to the exhibits? 

4 If not. t hey 've been admit ted. Any questions 

S concerning this docket? 

6 CHAIRMAN BURC: 1·11 move we g rant a wa ive r 

7 for coll control in TC97 -0 93 for o ne year. 

8 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

9 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

10 

l 1 

MS. WIEST: TC97·09 4 . 

MR . COIT : We 'd move for the admission of 

12 Ex h1b1t No. 1. which 1s the ETC request da ted 6 -19-97, 

13 and move f or the adeise1on of Exhibit No. 2, wh ich 1s 

14 the response to data request dated 10-15-97. 

15 ~s. w:£S7 : Any obJect 1on t o Exh i b its 1 a nd 

16 2 ? If noc . those e xh1b 1ts have been admit t ed. Do you 

17 have any witnesses !or this one? 

18 

1 9 

20 

22 

23 

2 4 

2 S 

MR C0:7 Mr ~ee 1s available f or both 

Sully Buttes and Venture 

! Jus t had a quest 10n. I guess, 

conce rni ng s:ng!e party service because in this one it 

d oes say should fa c 1l1t1es not allow 1mmed1ate singl e 

party service. s~!:y Bu:ces ma y offe r multi - party 

service until the !acil1t1es are rest o red or installed 

to all o w !or single party service. Has chat occu rred 
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l in the past ? 

2 A. Curren tly Sully Buttes Telepho ne has n o 

3 mul t i - line. The fa c t is a ll s i ng l e pa r ty service . I 

4 thi n k they added that l anguag e such that if there we re 

s a d i saster chat they had t o r espond to, t h e y wanted to 

6 reserve the right to offe r party l ne u nder the 

7 emergency basis o nly. But they have f o r a number o f 

8 years been al l s i ngle party service . 

9 MS. WlEST: Any o ther quest ions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l l mo ve we grant a wa ive r 

11 on toll con t r ol f o r TC9 7 - 09 4 f o r one yea r . 

12 COMM IS S I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I' l l 

14 c o ncur. 

15 

16 

MS. WIEST : TC 97 - 095. 

MR . COIT: We wo uld move f o r the admissio n o f 

17 ETC, Ex h1b1t No . l , da ted 6 - 1 9 - 9 7 , and admiss i on o f 

18 Ex hibit No. 2. r espo n s e to data request dated 

! 9 , 0 - 1 5-9 7 . I wo u l d poi n t out tha t I believe tha t there 

20 ~ 1gr. t be a n issue with respect to sing l e part y service 

2 1 waiver i n t h1 s c ase a s wel l. 

22 

2 3 

2~ 

2 5 

MS . WI EST : Ri ght . At this t i me a re there 

a n y obj e ction s to Ex h ibit land 2 ? If n o t, they've 

been admitted . Yes. And i t wo uld appear they would 

need a waive r . Ano my ques ti o n for apparently they 
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3 

have th ree multi-party customers and t hey plan to 

install s1ngle party servi ce during the 1988 

construct!on season . So I guess my question i s 

4 0 

a pparent ly t~ey haven·t asked f o r a wa i ver . Are yo u 

5 doing s o a t th10 t i me ? 

6 MR . CO!T: Ye s , we wo uld on their beha l f . 

7 And t t hink Mr . Lee wo uld be a ble to respond to 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

!6 

:7 

!8 

quea~1ons on tha t. 

l'!iL LEE : 

we d o need a wa iver. 

a cceptable t o us. 

MS. WI EST : 

I assume s o anyway. 

Su re . But that would b e correct , 

The same J une l date would be 

June 1, o ka y . 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant a wa i ver 

in s!. ng le par ty se rv ice t o June l . 1998, in TC97·095. 

conc1.r. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

COMM I SS l O~ER SCf!OENf'ELOER: Su re , I ' 11 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And :· 11 a lso move that we 

lS grant a waiver for toll cont r ol o n TC97-09S f o r one 

20 yea r . 

2 l 

22 

:! 3 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

COMM : SS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con c u r. 

MS. W: EST : 7C97-096. 

24 MR, C0!7 : I mo ve f o r the admisston of ETC 

25 r"?quest, Ex h1b1t No. l, d a ted 6 · 1 9 · 97, and mo ve for the 
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1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, re s ponse to d a ta r equest 

2 da t ed 10 - 10-97. 

1 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted. An y questions concerning this doc ket? 

5 CHAIR MA N BURG : I'll move we gra nt a waive r 

6 on toll control in TC97-0 96 fo r one yea r . 

7 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

8 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

9 MS . WIEST: TC97 ·097. 

10 MR . corT : We move f o r the adm is sion of 

ll Exh ib t No. 1 . ETC request, dated 6 -19-97 , a n d Exhibit 

12 No. 2, response to data r~quest dated 10-10-97. 

:3 MS. WIEST : Any obj ections? If no t, they've 

1~ been admitted. Does anybody h a ve any questions 

15 concerning th is d ocket ? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move we grant a wa iver 

17 for col l cont r ol in TC97·097 !or one year . 

18 COMM tSS ! ONER NELSON: f'd s econd 1t . 

19 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

20 

21 

MS . W!EST : TC97•09 8 , 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the a dmi~s ion o f ETC 

22 request dated 6-19·97, which is ma r ked Ex h i b it No. ! . 

23 and admission o f Exh ibit No. 2, which 1s the response 

24 t o data request dated 10- 14 -97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any o b j e ct i o n to Exhibits land 



2 ? l! not, they've been a dm i tted . Ar e there any 

2 question s concer n ing this d ocke t? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e t ha t we g ra n t a 

4 waiver f o r t oll con t r o l 1n TC97 -0 98 for o ne yea r . 

S COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I' d second lt . 

6 

1 

COMMl SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : 

MS WIEST : TC97-099. 

Concur. 

8 MR . COIT. We mo v e !or the a dmission of 

9 Exh 1b1 t No l, whi ch 1s he ETC d a t e d 6·19 -9 7 , and 

10 adm!G &1on o ! Ex h1b1t No. 2, whi c h 1s the r e•po nse t o 

11 data request dated 10 - 9 - 97. 

12 MS WIEST · Any Ob)ection? I! n o t , they' ve 

13 been admi tted. r have t he s a me questi on on this o ne . 

14 The questi on i s d o we have single p a rty se rv ice , and 

lS the ans wer 1s y~s ? 

: ' ~ R C0!7 Mt . Lee, are you here !or Robe r ts 

:1 Cou nty o r no t ~ 

:, 
20 · h a t, 

2 1 

22 

MR ~EE No 

MR CO :T . Then w~ pro bably nee d to handle 

suppos e , by t he a!f1dav1t. 

MS w:ES7 Ok ay. 

MR LE£ , R1 ch. a re we tal k ing about Rober ts 

23 Cou nty o r 

2 4 

25 

MR . COIT Robe rts Cou n ty. 

MR . LE£: l kno w from another sou r c e other 
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1 than this that as manager o f the South Dakota 

2 Associ a tion of Telephone Co - ops and the daily requests 

3 we•ve had there that they do, i n fact, provide all 

4 single party service throughout Roberts CoJnty Co-op, 

5 if that will suffice for your inform1tion here. 

6 MS . WIEST: Is that sufficient? 

7 

8 

9 

MS. CREMER: That's sufficient. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHA1RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

10 f o r toll cont rol in TC97-099 for one year . 

COMMlSSJONER NELSON: I'd second i t. 11 

12 

13 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97 - 100. 

1 ~ MR. CO IT: We mo ve for the adm ission of 

15 Ex hibit No. l, which i s the ETC request da ted 6 - 19 - 97, 

16 and admission o f Exhibit No. 2. response to data 

:7 request dated 10-9-9 7 . 

18 MS . WIEST: Any o b j ecti o n? lf n ot . they've 

19 been admitt ed . Same q uestion on this o ne . 

2 0 MR . LEE : I don't kno w the answer . 

21 MR . COIT : There ls - - Mr . Lee is not here 

22 re prese n ting RC Communications today , sol suspec t 

23 we'll have t o deal with that with a l a t e - filed e xhibit 

2 r. i f that's o kay . 

25 MS. WIEST: Okay . 



l CHAIRMAN BURG : I'il mo ve we grant a waiver 

2 f or to ll cont r o l in TC97-100 fo r cne year . 

3 COMM 1SS IONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

4 CO MM ISSl ONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concur. 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

: .; 

: s 

l 6 

MS. WIES7 : TC97 - 101. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the adm 1ss1 on of 

Exhibit No. l, which is t he ETC request dated 6 -19- 97, 

and Exh1b1t No. 2, response to staff data request dated 

lO · H -97. 

MS . w: EST: Any object1on? rr not , they've 

been admitted . Any questions concerning thi s docket? 

CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant wa i ver for 

toll control in TC97 - 101 for o ne year. 

COMM! SS!ONER NELSON: I • d second 1 c. 

COMM :SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . W,EST : 7 C97-102. 

: 1 MR CO:T: We move f o r the admission o f 

18 Exhibit No. 1, which is the ETC dated 6 - 19 - 97, and 

!9 Exh:b1t No 2. which 1s a response to data request 

2 0 oa:ed 10- 14 ·97. 

21 MS. w: ES7 · l.ny obJecti o ns? I! n o .. , l and 2 

22 have been a dmitted . Any questions concerning this 

:.>3 doc ke t? 

2.; CHA I RMAt: BURG: I'll move we gra n t a waiver 

25 ! o r toll control :n 7 C97 10 2 {or o ne year . 
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CO MM ISS I ONER NELSON : I' d second it. 

COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST : 

MR. CO IT : 

Ex hibit No. 

TC97- 105. 

We move fo r the adm1 ss 1on of ETC 

l, da t ed 6-19-97, an d admission o f 

6 Ex hibit No. 2. response co da ta request d ated 10-1 4 -97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any objection ? I f not, Exhibits 

e 1 and 2 have been admitted . 

9 this doc ket? 

Any q ues tion s conce rn ing 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

15 

CHAIRMAN BORG: I' ll move we gran t a wa iver 

!or toll control i n TC97-105 f o r o ne year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co ncur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97- 1 0 8 . 

MR . COI T: We mo ve f o r the a dm1ss1on o f ETC 

16 request. Exhibit !so. l, d a ted 6 - 23-97, a nd t he 

17 a~m1ss1on o( Ex hi b it No. 2 , resp o nse co st a ff da t a 

18 request d a ted 10-1 4 -97. 

!!I MS. WiEST: Any objection? l! not . Exhibi t s 

2 0 land 2 have been admitted. Sarne question. Ca n you, 

21 Mr. Lee, an swer ch a t or e ? Is t ha t s i ngl e par t y se rv ice 

22 avail a ble !or 

23 

24 

25 

MR. COIT: For Pa i t h. 

MR. LEE: l do no t r e presen t them, I' m so r r y . 

MR. COI T : We would r e q ues t permission to 



l provide that via affidavit. 

MS . W1£ST ; Okay, 

CHAlRMAN BURG , I'll move we grant a waiver 

! o r t ol l cont r ol 1n TC97·108 ! o r o ne year . 

COMM:ss:ONER NELSON· : ·d second it. 

COMMI SS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur 

MS WlES':': ':'C97-lll 

KR . CO : 7 : We move for the adm1ss1 on o! 

9 Exh tb1• No . l, ETC request d a ted 6-25.01. and Exhibit 

t o No 2. response to data requests dated 10-9-97. 

l l MS . WIEST . Any o bJec t1 o n? If not, they've 

i: oe~n adm itted. I have the same question on this one. 

V. R CO : 7 : Th1s 1s Armour . Bill Haugen c an 

1~ resp~nd l o y o ur qa est1on . 

: ? 

:s 

: ~ 

2 0 

21 

MR . HAUGEN : Yes, I c an answer chat . 

BILL RAOOBN , JR., 

c .i ! led a s .l W!tness, be1 ,.g !1rsc a ul)• s wo rn, 

wa s ex.im!ned and teot1fied as follo ws: 

;XAMit;AIIQl5 

YR . HAU::;EN Good a!ternoon. 

MS WIEST: And I would Just like to as k you 

1! you cu rrently pro vide 01n9le party service to a!l of 

~3 y o ur customers 1n y ou r area. 

MR HAUGEN : Single party service is 

2~ av.l!lable to all o f o ur c ustomers 1n Armour Independent 



l Telephone Company service area. 

2 late seventies. 

lt has been sine~ lhe 

3 

q 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MS. WIEST: Are there a ny othere questions o f 

this w;tnesa? Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

f o r toll control in TC97-ll3 for one year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97•ll 4 . 

MR . COI T: We move for the adm i ssion of ETC 

11 request o f the Bridgewater-Can istot a Telepho ne Company , 

12 which is dated 6-25 - 97 , that's Exhibit No . 1 . And a l s o 

13 move f o r the admission o f Exhibit No 2, which is 

1~ response to data requests o[ sta ff dated 10-9-97. And 

lS Mr . Haugen 1s here as well to respo nd to any questions 

16 1n this docket. 

17 MS. WIEST : First of all, any objection to 

18 Exh ibits l ~nd 2? I! not, they've been admitted . And 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

! wo uld ask the same quest1on. 

MR . HAUGE~ : S1ngle party service is 

available t o all the customers in the 

Br1dgewa ter-Can1stota Ex c hanges . 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. Any other questions 

2 ~ of this witness? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa ive r 



l 

2 

3 

s 

6 

~ 8 

f o r l oll cont r ol 1n TC97- 11 4 f o r o ne year . 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM YSS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Con cur . 

HS. WIEST : TC97-llS . 

MR. CO ! T: We woul d move the admiss i o n o f 

Ex h1b1t No. . -. t he ETC request o f Uni on Telepho ne 

7 Company, dated 6·25-97, and Ex h ib it No. 2, re s p o nse to 

8 data request wh 1ch 1s da t ed 10-9 - 97. 

9 

10 

MS. WIEST: Any obJ e ction? l f not . Exhibits 

1 and 2 have bee n a dmitted. And I woul d ask the same 

l l questi on in t his d ocket. 

12 MR . Hk 'JG F', Single party service 1s 

: 3 a v a ilable t o all the cus ::.o=era 1n the Union Telephon e 

l ~ Compa ny service area, Ha r tford and Wa ll kake Ex changes. 

I S d 9a1n , has been since late seventies . 

MS. WIES':'; Th ank yo u . Any o ther questi o ns 

!7 : tn:s w1 ness? 

: " CH n:RMAN BURG l 'l l move we g ra nt a wa iver 

1~ : ! to!l r eat r. c ::.: o n :n 7 C97·1 1S f o r o ne year . 

20 

21 

23 

:: s 

C~MM !SS: ONEP NELSON: : · d seco nd 1::. • 

COMM :SSt ONER SCHOENFELDER . Concur. 

MS WIEST . Thank you . TC9 7 · 117. 

MR . C0 : 7 We mo ve !or the adm i sa1on o f 

Exhib it So l, ETC request d a ted 6 ·30- 97, a nd Exhibit 

:lo. re spo nse t o ca::. a request dated 10-1 4 · 9 7 . 



l MS. WI EST : An y o b jection? If not, Exh1bite 

2 land 2 have been admitted. Any questi ons con c erning 

3 this docket? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waive r 

5 for toll con trol in TC97-ll7 for on~ y ear . 

6 COMMl SSlONER NE LSON: I'd second lt. 

7 

8 

COMMtSSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST : TC97·1 21 . 

9 MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ss ion o f 

10 Ex hibit No. l, t he ETC request of Kado ka, d a ted 7 -3- 97, 

11 anJ ~he ad mission of Exh i b it No. 2 , response t o data 

12 requests dated l0-28-97. 

ll MS. WIEST: Any o b j ections to Ex h i bits land 

1 4 2? rt not, they've been admit ted. Any questions 

15 conce ning this d ocke t? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll mov e we grant a waiver 

17 f or toll control i n TC97· 121 for one ye a r. 

lB COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' ll second it . 

19 

20 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELD£~ : Co ncur. 

MS. WlEST: TC97-125. 

21 MR. CO IT: We 'd mov e f or the admissi on of ETC 

22 request. Exhibit No. l, dated 7-7-97, and Exh ibit No. 

23 2, r espon se to data request o f staff , which i s daced 

2 4 10-29-97. 

25 MS. WfEST: An y objec t ion to Ex h ibits land 

,, 



2? Jf no t, they've been admitted . Any q uestions 

concerning this docket? 

50 

CHAIRMAN BORG , I'll mov e we gran t a wa ive r 

f o r t oll control !n TC97 - 125 for o ne year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: l ' d se c ond it . 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WtES7 . TC97 · 130 . 

MR. COIT: We woul d move Eo r the admission o f 

9 Exhibit No. l , the ETC request dated 7- 10- 97, a n d 

10 Exhibi t No. 2, the respo nse t o d a t a reque s t d a ted 

l 1 

1 Z 

10- 14 - 97 . 

13 2? 

MS. WIEST : Any objection to Exhib1ts land 

I! not , chey •ve been admitted . Any questions 

14 conc~rning this doc ket ? 

:s CHA:R~AN BORG: I 'll move we grant a waive r 

1; ! o r tol l cont rol in TC97-l30 f o r o ne yea r . 

17 COMM!S S : O~ER NELSON: I would second-• · 

:~ COXM: ss : ONER SCHOENFE~OER : Concur. 

19 XS w:EST TC 97 - 13l . 

~C MR C0 :7 We wo uld mo ve the admission o f ETC 

21 requ ~oc Ex h1b1c No ! . which is dated 7 - 10 - 97, a nd 

22 Exh:b.t No. 2. response · o data request d a ted 10-1~ - 97 . 

2J MS. w:EST : Any objection to Exhibits 1 and 

2 .; 2? If not . they've been admitted . Any questi o ns 

2 5 concerning this doc ket ? 
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1 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve we grant a waiver 

2 f or toll cont r o l in TC97 -13 1 f or on e year . 

3 CO MM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd s e cond lt . 

4 

s 

CO MMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : 

MS . WIEST: TC97 - 1S4 . 

Concu r . 

6 MR . COIT: We wo uld mo ve into the reco r d 

7 Exhib i t No. l, t he ETC request, dated 9 - 1 0· 97, and a lso 

8 Exhibit No. 2. the response to data request d a ted 

9 10·16·97. 

MS. WIEST : Any obJection to Exh ibi t land 10 

l l 2 ? If not. t hey have been a dmitted . Let's see. o n 

12 this one t hi s was o ne o f a coup le tha t n o t ime pe r i o d 

13 wao reque ~ted i o r the waiver 1 assume y ou still wan t 

14 the one year? 

lS 

16 respond . 

17 River . 

MP COIT: Mr . Barfield is here . He could 

He's Mr. Bob Bar!ield. manager f o r ~e st 

MS WIEST: They request a wai v er but this is 

19 one o f the !ew ones that didn't ask for one year, a s 

i o !ar as I can see. or any Li~e period . So I was 

21 wonde ring if there was any different time period tha t 

22 was being r eques ted. 

23 BOB BARF IELD, 

2~ 

25 

called as a wi tness, be1ng first duly s wo r n, 

wao examined a nd testi f ied as f ollows : 



l 

2 

3 

4 

52 

EX AM INATI ON 

MR . BARFIELD : In response to your questio n, 

s1nc e the vendor do es not have a date. as far as we 

k no w, at this ti~e to p rov ide thi s. that's the r ea son 

S we d1dn° t a s \ ! o r a e erta1n time period o n t he waiver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : But we wi ll need a time per iod . 

MR . C I~ : Woul d y ou b e will ing to accept the 

8 o ne - year time period t hat 1s be ing gra nted t o o ther 

9 cocipan 1es? 

10 MR. BARFIELD : We su re would. 

l: CHAIRMAN BURG : And I thi nk the tho ught 

12 1 behind : t 1s 1f there still 1sn•t a ny sol ut i on, then it 

;3 woul d be renewed o r we 'd reques t. Wit h tha t, I 'll move 

. .. · l-,ot w e, grant a waiver !or toll control in TC- 97 · 15 4 for 

!S .>ne yea r . 

1;; 

!7 

. -• 0 

1 9 

COMM !SS! OSER NELSON. t would second 1t . 

COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDE R : Concu r . 

us w: Es-:- ~~c s go to TC97·1SS . 

we wou: d reques t ad~1ssior. o f 

20 Ex h:o:L No. :. which is :hr ETC request o ! Mobridge 

21 Te:ecOQ~U ~: c a t:ons, which 10 d a ted 9 ·10·97, and a lso 

Ex h 1b1t No 2 , wh i ch : s che r esp o n s e to data request 

:l do~ed l 0- 16·9'. 

MS ,;: ES7 : An y obJ e ct 1o n ? I f n o t , £ x h1b 1ts 

2S ! ana 2 h ve been nd~itted . And I woul d h a v ~ the same 
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quest ion with respect t o the l e ngth of c he waiver. 

s a me. 

MR. BARFIELD: And t he r e sponse would be the 

We would a s k f or a yea r on the wa i ve r . 

MS. WIEST: Tha n k you. Any othe r qu e stions? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: With tha t I'l l move tha t we 

6 grant a waiver on toll control in TC97·155 fo r one 

7 year. 

8 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd secon d it. 

9 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I concur. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 5 

16 

17 

l l! 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

2S 

MS. WIE:ST: Thank you . Let's s kip to 

TC97 - 167 . 

MR . COIT: I wou l d just note tha t Three Rive r 

Telco is not an SDTTC membe r company, s o I'm not reall y 

here today to represen t Th r ee River Telco. 

MS . WIEST: Nobody is here ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any questions on 

it , o r do we have to ha v e representation ? 

MS. WlEST: Somebody needs to nove it 1n . 

MR . COJ T: Well, if you're looking for a 

bod y, I guess I can serve as the body. 

MS . CREMER: Ot herwise, I can move to admit 

the t wo e xhibits, Number l, 10- 10-97, the request for 

ETC, and 11 - 7-97, the a mended ·· oh, I'm sorry, that's 

US West . Let me t r y that ag a in. 10 - 16 of '97 is the 

request and ll -13- 97 is the amended request , and I 



l would ask that they be a dmitt e d in. 

2 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, they've 

3 been admitted . Are there a n y ques t ions concerning this 

~ doc ket? I wou l d no te that their a pplicat i on does 

S request a waiver ( o r one period f or toll control . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: There isn't a question on t he 

7 single party line , though. is there? 

8 ~s . WJEST: No . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

1 0 for t ol l c ontro l in TC97 - 167 for one year. 

ll COMMISSIONER NELSON: l'd second. 

1 2 COMMISS! ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

1 3 MS. WIEST : At this time did you wa nt to go 

14 to US West, o r is Harlan going to spea k to these 

JS d ock e ts ? 

16 MS. CREMER : We' l l finish u p these f i rst. 

17 MS. WIEST : Okay . 

:a (STAFF ' S EXHIBI T NO. l WAS MARKED FOR 

!9 !O~NT I F! Cn Tl ON.l 

~O HARLAN BEST , 

21 c alled as a wi tness, being first duly s worn, 

22 was exa mlned and testified as f o llows : 

23 DIRECT EXAMI NATION 

2 4 BY MR . HOSECK: 

Q . Wo uld y oc state your name f or the rec o r d, 
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l please. 

2 A . Harlan Bes t . 

3 o. And what is y o ur job? 

4 A. I am deputy director of f i xed ut ili t i es f o r 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l 3 

14 

lS 

16 

the Pub lic Otil it i es Commission . South Da kota. 

Q. And have y ou been present i n the hearing roo~ 

this afternoon for the hea r ing on these applicat ions? 

A . Yes . 

o. And have you had t h e o ppo rt u n it y to review 

the caption in the no t ice of t his hearing which list s 

the c a ses wh ich are befo re t he Commission o n this date? 

A. 

o. And are you fami li ar with the applications in 

each o f these c a ses? 

A. Yes. 

Q. As a part of you r job , have you re viewed 

17 those applications? 

18 A. Yes, I have. 

19 Q. You have before y ou an e x hibit number ed 

20 Staff's No. l; is that correct? 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

A. 

o. 
Yes . 

And is that an e x hi b it that you p repa red in 

the cou rse of your dut ies? 

A. Yes, it is. 

Q. Just brie fly expl a i n to t he Commission. 
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1 please. what that exh1b1t en t a ils. 

2 A. What : have d one o n this e xh 1b1t 1s a c r oss 

3 t he cop is lis ted each o f the companies requ e s t ing 

~ el191ble celecommunicat iono carrier status, the 

s asaoe ~atAd doeke: n umber, and the staf f counsel that is 

6 a ssigned to the res· c c1ve d ockets . Down the side. the 

7 lefl·hand side, 1s the requirements t hat are se t forth 

8 f o r E7C s tatus ? o pul a ted w1thin the column s is the 

9 responses that the respective companies gave within 

1 0 their exh 1b1ts l and Exhibit 2 that have been admitte d 

1 ! int o the re co rd 

And 1e there any changes o r corrections to 

! 3 th~1 exh1b 1: that you woul d like to make at th is time? 

' . . ; A . One that I am a wa re of 1s under V1v1an 

: 5 7e l~pnone. ~ocxet 7 C97·06 8. under the L1fel1ne and Link 

l~ Up it sho ws that i t will b e ava ilable l·l-97. I t 

: 1 snoul d be ! - : -9S : •m not awa re o f a ny other 

: a co rrect1on s 

KP HOS E:r O•ay . At cn1s p o int 1n time I 

2~ woui d mo ve S ta~t · s Exhibit No. l into ev1dence . Thi s 

2! 1s :ntendod a s tcs::mony f or all of the docxet s en mass 

2~ W!th the e xc epti o n o ! US Wes t . 

2 4 

COMx . ss : o~ ER SCHOENFELDER: 

here though . 

US We st 1s o n 

MR . HOSECK: That wou ld be handled later. 
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MS . WIEST: Is t here any objection? 

MR. COIT: My comment would be that l just 

re c e ived this so I haven't had an o ppo rtunity to go 

through to make sure this is all accurate. I guess I 

can take Mr. Beot •a word that it is accurate and 1 ' 11 

h a v e to do that. I guess . Other than that. I d o n't 

7 ha\e any comment. 

a MS. WIEST: Do y ou wan t an opportunity to 

9 look it over? 

10 MR. COIT: Well, it might take rre a wh ile, so 

1 1 J don ' t have any objection . 

12 MS. WlEST: Okay. Th~n Staff Exhibit No. 1 

13 will be admitted i nto all of the dockets that we have 

1 q gone through so far. 

15 MR. HOS ECK: Okay. Thanlt y ou . 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

o . Based on the review of the~e dockets that you 

have done and rel y ing to wha tever e xten t you may on 

Staff's Exhibit No. 1, did the applicant companies meet 

the requirements o f becoming an eligible 

telecommun1ca tions c arrier ? 

A . Yes, they have, with the noted l ate - f il ed 

affidav i t s that will be d one in a number of the 

dockets . 

Q. And with regard t o advert i sing services 

25 e x change- wi de, d o you have a re commendat ion to the 



58 

l Conmission for a pro vis ion to be i ncluded in an orde r 

2 which would come out o f these proce edings? 

3 A. Yeo . Sta ff's re commendatio n fo r advertising 

4 would be t hat the £TC ca rrier be required t o advertise 

5 at least once ea c h year ; and 1f they have any ra te 

6 chanse, that that rate change b e advert1aed when i t 

7 d oes change . 

8 o. And i n conclus1on, d o yo u have an o pinion a s 

9 t o whether o r not the applicants contained on Exhibi t 

10 l, wi th the exce pt1 o n o f US West wh ich has not had its 

: 1 c a ne hea rd ye t at this time, whether o r n o t those 

:2 app:i c~nts meet the quali f1 c a t1ons as an e l1g1 b le 

:l telecommunications c arr 1er ? 

l 4 A . With sta! ! 's revi e w that h a s been undertaken, 

15 YAS, they do meet the r e q ui r eme n t s for ETC sta tus . 

l. 

. ~ . . 

.. 

I :.h.s 

MR. HOSECK · l have no further queations o f 

witness 

XS 

• ·~ess, 

I 
.. -.. . 

w:ES7 Are there a n y quest i ons o f t his 

Co.t, 

CRQSS- EXAMiNATION 

21 BY XR C0 :7 : 

:::2 I a ssume when you ta l k ed about adve r tising 

:~ rate changes that y ou' re referencing the rat es JUSt fo r 

2 4 the essent1al services that are s u ppo rted by unive rsal 

25 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR . COI T : No further quest ion s . 

MS. WlEST: Ms. Roge rs ? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no quest ions. 

MS. WI EST: Mr . Heaston? 

MR . HEASTON: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The onl y question I' d have is 

a there any·· is advertising i dent ifi ed in any way? Is 

9 chere any c'iter i a for wha t ad ver tising mea ns in the 

10 contex t o f this? 

11 well? 

Is the metho ds i n the FCC Order a s 

12 MS. WIEST: r·m sorry, what wa s the 

13 quest i o n ? 

1 4 CHAIRMAN BURG: The question t had f or Har l a n 

15 or anybody else i.s , is there a ,~eaning. is the r e a 

16 desc r iption, def1 n ic1on for advertising, what tha t 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Under the statute its e lf 

19 2H ( e ) ( 1 1 ( E l they must a dverti se the a v a ilabili t y o f 

20 such se rvi ces and if you're referring to the se rv ices 

21 chat a re supported by federnl uni v ersa l service a nd the 

22 charges therefore using media o f g e ne ral distr i bution . 

23 

2 ~ me . 

25 

CHAIRMA N BURG: Okay . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: 

I think that sat1sf1es 

Does tha t mean f or 
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l Lifeline and Link Up, they have to advertise this 

2 once? 

3 

4 

s 

6 

MS . WIEST : That would be unde r staff's 

r e commendati on, I believe . 

A . Ye•. o n ce each year . 

COMM ISSI ONE R NELSON: Well, frankly, I don 't 

7 thin k 1t·s adequate . 

8 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Are you doing 

9 t hat ? Are you·· to f ollow up· · ex c use me, to f o llow 

10 u p o n Commissio ner Ne lson 's questi o n, are you 

11 re commend ing that they advertis e o nce each year after? 

12 I believe ou r order said that you have t o send an 

l3 app:icati o n to everyone onc e in i tially and then to 

: ~ every new customer. You re requesting t hi s 

15 advertisement o ! L1 !e l 1ne , Lin k Up 1n addit io n to, 

16 would th~t be accurate o r not? 

: 7 A. R19ht. The Lifeline, L in k Up under TC97 · 1SO. 

18 which was issued yesterday, state s tha t it s hall be .. 

19 a : o rm sha ll be, o r a le tter shal l be sent to p r esent 

20 customers. and then ~hi s would be an adve rti sement o f 

2: 

22 

!t . 7hey'd have Lo do a d vertisement o f t h is ! o r at 

least once e a ch year . 

COMM !SSlO~ER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank y o u . 

COMM :SSI O~ER NELSON: So 1s the answer to 

2S La s ~a·s quest: on s it's 1n addition to? 
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2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

14 

1 S 

16 

17 

18 

: 9 

2 0 

21 

6 1 

'A . Yes. The y wou ld d o it o riginally, and once a 

year after . 

MS. WIEST: Ho w wou ld they a dvertise? 

Where? 

A . Where woul d the y advertise ? 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

A . Whatever gene ra l d is tr ibuti o n it meets 

a ccording, 1 assume , it means newspapers a nd thos e 

t ypes of pub lications . 

MS. WIEST , So it could be any type o f 

general dist r i but ion medi a o nce a year ? 

A . Whatever is ava ilabl e wi th i n the ir given 

e xchanges tha t t hey se rve . 

MS . WIEST: And it would only be f o r those 

servi c es suppo rted r ight now by f ederal universal 

service? 

A . Yes . 

MS . Wl£ST ; And every time they ch a nged a 

rate f o r o ne o ( ~ho se serv1 c es. then that would have tc 

be re - advertised at tha~ time ? 

A . Yes . 

22 MS. WIEST : Ar e t he re a 1 y other q uesti o ns o f 

23 this witness ? If not. thank y ou. Actua lly, I do . 

2~ Co uld you re take th e stand , Harlan? I g uess we have a 

2 5 question for y o u. Could you look at your exhibit for 
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1 Venture Communications. TC97 ·0 95? 

2 A. Yes . 

3 MS . w:E ST: Does the answer to number four, 

4 single p • rty service, we did gran~ the~~ wa iver 

S bec a use cu rrently they d o not have single pa r ty service 

6 Apparent ly to thr~c cu s tomers? 

7 

8 

A. Yes 

MS WIEST : 

9 you r quest ion there? 

So would that be inco rrect there, 

!O ;,. . =~ woulo be a el ar1f1cat1on there t o 1t. yes. 

MS WIEST· Okay . 

12 any thing t urther. ~r Ho seck? 

Thank you . Do you have 

l 3 

. . . ~ 
15 

MR . HO.,EC K: 

XS W:E S7 : 

St af( h as nothing ! urther. 

Do you want t o take a sho rt break 

1~ unt.l we go co Us We s t ? 

. ., Ii'.? cc :-:- : When does the Comm1ss 1on • are 

:; y~~ aotnq tc wa:: ~ n:1! t h ~ end to r~le on a)l o ! these 

XS W: ES7. That's why we·re taking a sho rt 

2: br~a.-t . 

AT TH: S 7: YE A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKES .I 

MS WIEST . 

2~ w1:l go to TC97-:63. 

25 MR iiEAS70S 

Let's get started again . And we 

And I woul d move admission of 
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l Exhibit l , which is the request, and Exhibit 2, which 

2 is the amende d re q uest . and Exhibit 3 , which is the 

3 service territory map . Tha t's Exhibit 1 , 2 and 3 

4 respectively in the docket. 

s MS. WIEST: Any objection to Exhibits 1, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service territory 

7 map? Are there any objections t o Exhibits 1 , 2 and 3? 

8 If not , they've been admitted. Yo u ma y proceed, 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 ~ 

lS 

Mr. He~ston . 

MR. HEASTON: We would also join i n the 

motion on the t o ll cont r ol. The r erson we did not seek 

a waiver in the initial application is b e cause a s I 

read Paragraph 388 of the Or de r in the DA 97-157 

indicated that toll bloc king would b e s u fficient i n the 

meantime and it was dependent upon when you upgraded 

16 swi tc hes. And so we do not feel we need a waiver of 

17 toll control, but the common wisd om s ee ms to be there 

18 needs to be a waiver, so we will follow the h e rd here 

19 and request the :oll control wai v e r a lso . 

20 And we are a so one of the p a rtie s to the 

21 request o f the FCC to reconsider the toll limit a ti o n, 

22 that this includes both toll bloc k i ng and toll 

23 control. And I guess we would also poi n t out that with 

the implementat ion of number portability that i s going 

to impact toll cont rol somewhat signif icantly. And so 



l while we a gree with Bob Ba r f ie l d in hi s observation 

2 that since we don't k now when it's going to happen. 

J that's why we wouldn't wa nt a time limi t on i t , b ut we 

4 are w1ll1ng to accept the one yea r with the 

5 unde r st a nding that if there is not the a bility to 

6 implement it o r tf the abi l ity 1s too e x pensive to 

7 implement. tha t we would be a ble to come b a c k to thld 

8 Commission and see k further waiver of tha t. o f 

9 implementing toll control with part of the esse ntial 

10 tele communicat. o ns ~arrier oblig a tion . 

l l 

12 

13 

l ~ 

MS . WlEST; Okay. Would the Commiss!one r s 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit the e xh i bits? 

MS. WIEST : Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 ' 11 move that we wa 1ve toll 

15 conlrol f or TC97 · 163 for one year. 

16 COMMI5 S ION£R NELSON: Well, I'm going to 

: 1 second it, but I hea r d an e x pansion o f wha· we've been 

:a wa1v1ng in the past ~rom giving them o ne year with t h e 

:9 idea we're going t o renew 1t . And the reas on I was 

: o w1ll1ng t o g r ant 1t 1s b ecaus~ technology 1s not o ut 

21 ~here . No w. the Ac t rcqu1res that 1t be there and it 

22 d1an't say anyth 1ng about how much it cost. So I 

23 d:dn't hear anything abo ut one o! the r e a sons we were 

2 , wa1v1n9 1t 1n the past was because that it mi g ht be 

25 cost prohlb1t1ve as much as beca use technol ogy wasn' t 



1 there . 1 can understand why tec·hnology wasn't there, 

2 but 1 d i dn't ·· 1 wasn't in Cong ress when they voted 

3 that was part o f the Act. 

4 MR . HEASTON: It's not part of the Act . I 

s guess ~hat's the f i rst t h i ng . It' s an FCC --

6 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: It's a rul e . 

7 

8 

MR. HEASTON: lt's an FCC dic tate . 

CO MM !SS!ONER NELSON: But it has the same 

9 wetght as the rules a nd s t3 tute unless it's changed 10 

10 court; r ight ? 

11 MR . HEASTON: That's true. But unless the 

12 

13 

FCC changes, as we' ve urged them to do . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Right. So l'm 

1 4 secondi ng your motion with the understand ing it's 

1S e xactly as we had stated it o rigina lly; is that 

16 correc t? 

17 CHAI RMAN BURG: I mean the motion wa s !or o ne 

18 year. 

19 COMMISSI ONER SC HOENFELDER: I bel ieve t he 

2 c motion wa s f o r one year. a waiver for one yea r . and I 

21 d1dn't kno w that the motion had anything more than 

22 that, than jus t a wa ive r from toll control f o r one 

23 yea r . 

24 

2S 

CHAIRMAN BURG: ft doesn't . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll concu r . 
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l COMM ISSt O~ER NELSON : All I 'm sa y ing, though, 

2 1s l voted for !t and there will be a reco r d tha t I 

J voted (or it; and the r e a son I voted !or it was the 

techno.ogy wasn't available. And that's a lot 

S different 1n my mind ·han 1t's cosl prohibitive . 

COMMISS IONER SCHOENFELDER : I think 

7 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Not that that wo uldn't 

8 be an issue 1n my mind that you coul d debate. I don't 

9 want a record chat r·m supporting something f or a 

10 different reason than I did . 

l l CHAlRMAN B"RG Jus· a comment that I'd make 

l .. o n I t . r guess lf there isn't a t~chnology, l reall y 

:1 hate to see al l SO o r 7S f 1l1ngs JU&t !or an 

. . . ~ nxr1•ns 1 0!1 • :! th•re . s so~e way we could certify the r e 

:s :. no ~~chnn!ogy an= ext~nd it as we co~e up t o wards 

:E •haL y•ar , :·d we! co~e that solution rather than go 

I. personally, in 

:~ -y wn -.nd , c anno t see a s o lution when we're go1ng to 

-~ ha~~ - u .t:p:• co~pan:es :n number port ab ility. It 

20 ecg,:As -y • .nd t o see h o w that's even going t o happe n 

... ·nat y ou co~ :d end up with any kind of toll 

22 . lt'!l.:..at. ion. So : · ~ guessing when we come up to the 

:• y~ar, we ' re s t: !l not g o ing c o have a solution. and I' 

not :00~1n9 to-aro to r equ1r1ng all of you -- I me an 

2 S that's tne name o ! a bureaucrat to file that many 



l pieces of paper. So if we c an find a way to 

2 consolidate it at that time, r would welcome any 

3 suggestions. That's all I have. 

67 

4 MR. HEASTON: J have Mr. Lehner available 

5 here. and we do have a cou ple q ueotions co ask him . 

6 JON LSBNSR, 

7 c alled as a witness. being first duly s worn, 

8 was examined and test1fied as foll o ws : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

1 0 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 Q. Mr . Lehne r , in o ur application we descr1bed 

12 the issue o f eliminating multi - party services and going 

13 to aingle party serv1ce thro ugho ut US West service 

1 4 areas. Can y ou update the Commiaa ion on the status of 

15 that consiotent wi th what we've already put in the 

16 application? 

17 A . Y~s. As o f October 31 of this year the 

18 numbe r of multi-party o r t wo- and four-party customers 

1 n US West's territory 1s 612. 612. 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG: What was the date on that, 

21 Jon? 

22 A. As of 10- 31-97. 

23 o. And what can you tell the Commisa1on about 

24 our continuing ef!ort to eliminate the multi-pa rty 

25 service? 
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l l\ . The p l an right now is to eliminate all of 

2 those 6 l l e x c ep t for 5 2 o f theM . And the time fr a me 

3 f o r that will be by th e end o f the second quarter , 

~ wh1ch I suppo se we coul d p u t for a date of 6 · 30 o f 

s • S,8 • So a ll but 52 o f thos e will be complet e d by 6-30 

6 o ! '98. 

7 o. And what about the rema ini ng 52? 

e A . The re ma 1n 1ng 5 2 are e x tremel y h1 9h cost 

9 u pgrades . And until o t her technology o r othe r means 

10 become a va ilab le, there are no plans right now. We 

11 

12 

have n o plans to mov~ ahe a d with those 52. 

Q. With that we still be l ieve that it i s 

13 approp r iate !or us to -- we st1l l believe the wa iver is 

1 ~ appr o priate in this c ase: 1s tha t co rrect? 

lS A . ':'ha 1. ~:; cor rect. 

l 6 MR HEAS70S : That's al l the questions I 

18 MS l.': ES7: Ms Cremer ? 

19 CRQSS · EXAMINAIIQK 
20 BY MS. CREMER · 

21 Mr ~ehner . where are t ho se 52 located ? Are 

;z they spread thro~gho~:. o r are they in a spe c 1f 1c area, 

:: 3 :lo yo~ kno w~ 

: cou!o read the~ o :f ! o r you. The re 's abou t 

25 a do zen • x cn a ng~s O r : could 91ve you a l ate - f 1l ed 
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1 exhibit. Lee me jus t read them o ff . Ar ling t on 1s 

2 f ou r : Belle Fou ·r che, s i x : De Smet . ! our; Huron, three; 

3 Lake Preston . one. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Do y ou want to start 

c; o ver ? 

6 A. Ar lington, f our; Belle Fourche. s i x ; De Smet, 

7 f o ur ; Huron. three: Lake Preston, o ne : Madi son. t wo; 

8 Milbank, four; Pterre, t wo; Red(!.eld, t wo; Sisse ton, 

9 su:; Spe a rfish. two; Vol ga. five; Wll ter t o v n. ten; 

10 Yankton, one. 

11 o. Is there a pa r~ icul a r reason? Is it li k e 

12 Ana conda ltne or something? 

:3 A. It's a combination of ma ny fa ctors, but you 

1 4 mean as far as the 52 are concerned ? 

15 

16 

o. 
A . 

Yes. 

I t' s a combina tion o f ma ny ra ~cors. We 're 

17 talking about (eeder distribution, we're t a l king abou t 

18 1n some cases a PAIR GAIN systems li k e Anaconda that 

19 would ne e d co be repl a ced. 

20 MS. CREMER: Okay. That's a ll the questions 

2: 

22 

I have. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Have you investigated any 

23 othe r technical solutio ns othe r t han to a single party 

2 ~ o ther than line e x tens ion ? 

25 A. You mean in o rder to provide a single par t y 
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service t o these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Yes. 

A . Yes . I th1n k the a nswe r 1s we are constantl y 

look1ng for a cheape r way to do th1s because in some 

c a ses, Commlss1oner, we're talki ng about over $100, 0 00 

to upg r ade a single customer . and it just doesn't make 

sense to do that. And the answer would seem to li e 

p robably 1n some f orm of w1reless , but so f ar the 

w1reless technologies, whether then s a tellit e o r fi xed 

1 0 wi re less. are still pretty expensive. t see that as 

l 1 

12 

13 

! S 

the ultimate solut i on, thoug h , to s ome of these . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: :•m going to move co grant 

t.he waiver. 

MS . WiEST . Just a second. Oo the 

Commissi o ners have any o che r questions? As o ppo sed t o 

the o ther o nes, t·~ 901:19 to have t o ask y ou some 

: 7 quest1 o ns c o veri:y things tha t were 1n the appli c ation 

18 b ecause 'hat was signed by Mr. Heaston. l e wasn't 

: , s:gned by a watn•ss w ith a n aff1dav1t, as all t.he 

; o 

22 

~3 

2 .; 

25 

o thers we r e. So bear with me tor a second. 

A , I 've neve, trusted his signature either. 

MS . w: E:ST : First one, does US West provide 

v o i c e grade a ccess to the publ1c s wit ched net work co 

a l~ 1n its serv1ce ar eo 

A. Yes. 
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2 

3 

A. 

MS. WIEST: 

Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

71 

And does it provid e local usage? 

Do you provide dual ton e 

4 multi-frequency signalling or its fu nctiona l 

5 equivalent? 

6 

7 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

8 emergency serv ices? 

9 

10 

A. 

11 services? 

12 

13 

A. 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST: 

Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

intere xc hange serv ice? 

A. Yeo . 

Do you provi d e access to your 

Do you prov ide access to o peratoY 

Do you p r ovide acce ss to 

15 

16 !S . WIEST: And d o you pro vide a ccess to 

17 directory assistance ? 

A. Yes . 18 

1 9 MS . WIEST : And you' ve already c a l ked abo ut 

20 toll contro l a nd the wu 1ver . 

21 ab l e to provide t o ll bl oc king ? 

A . Yes . 

Do you provide or are you 

22 

23 MS. WIEST : Th en getting back t o you r request 

f o r the wa i ver on single party service, l kno w in y o ur 

25 appl icati o n you t a l ked about the ones : hat you have no 

I 

I' 
I ' 
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1 plans, you k now, o ! pro viding service due to the cost 

2 and everyth ing. My probl em, 1 guess, is that I don • t 

3 see that there 1s any de m1n1mu s except:on within the 

, cc rules with respect to s i ngle parly service. Have 

S you been g ra r.ted any o ! c his t ype of de m1nimus 

6 e x c eption to that requirement , do y ou kno w, in any o f 

7 the other states? 

8 

9 

10 

l : 

A. : a m not a ware . 

MS. WIEST: And what · ·m getting at is that 

:t appea rs, cc~r~ . ng to the FCC ru l es and I• m 

look ing at ~ 7 S4 . l 01lcl. t hat i n o rder t o grant any 

:2 add1t1on a : t:me t o complet e ne t wo rk upgrades for single 

13 par ty o r enhanced 9~1 or toll l1 m1 taL1on , that the 

?4 Co riss1on does 1n !act have to set a time period f o r 

!S you to complete those net wo rk upgrades. Is your 

: ., "' . : wo~ld not na ke that contentio n . I'm going 

lo to :e~ ry a::crney arg~e w: th you a bout that. 

l ~ MS. ~ !ES7 Well, then, t d o have a cou ple 

2~ o:her quest.era ~ y o · her questi on 1s on service 

• l area . ~nd tt :a a !so a requirement o f t h e Ata ce 

Com~IS&lon to dea19na ~e service areas as opposed to 

23 StJdy areas : e r non r u ra ! tel e commun1cat1ons compan1es . 

24 F:ra: c : a!!, you would agree that you a re a nonrura l 

:s ~el~c~~~cn!cat:or.s compa ny? 
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l A. Yes. 

2 MS . WIEST : And in the FCC'& p ub lic notice 

l 96· 4 5 issued 9-29-97, it does state that we must send 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l l 

to USAC the names o f the ETC's and the designated 

service areas for nonrural c arriers no l a cer than 

December llst, 1997. And J kno w you made some 

refe rence to these things in y ou r appl ication, but I 

don't thin k you rea lly told us wha t you wan t y ou r 

service area to be. Because the FCC has told us that 

we cetter not adopt your study area as your service 

area for l arge ILEC's. Do you have service areas for 

y ou r company that you wan t the Commission co adopt at 

t'11s time? 

A. Well. J suppose that ·- and, Bill, jump in 

15 here. I guess. to help me with this. But I suppose 

16 that our servi c e area ought co be our exchanges in the 

17 stat~ of South Dakota. No w. the study ar~a is a 

18 d1fferent issue and chat has not been determined yet. 

19 But I woul d think that ou r service area would be our 

20 exchanges that we serve in the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: If I ma y from a legal 

22 standpoint, there 1s no definition yet; and cert a inly 

23 our service area would be those areas within which we 

24 are authorized to provide the supported services. 

25 MS. WIEST: Right. And that's my quest ion. 
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l MR. HEASTON: Fro m a g e neral perspect i ve, I 

2 guess, i f tha t's what yo u ' re looking for is wh a t you 

3 

~ 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

l l 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

!9 

2 0 

2l 

woul d designate to the FCC would not be anyth i ng 

outsi d e the area where we're autho rized or c ertified to 

prov i d e serv ice. When i t comes to where the areas a re 

go i ng co be that wou ld b e where the services would be 

support ed by a uni vers a l service fund, whe t her it's 

high cost o r low income o r libraries or whatever i t 

happens t o be, y ou kno w, that's an area that's 

cu rrently under debate de pend i ng upo n which prox y cost 

model is going t o be accepted . And so that's why we 

are somewha t vague on tha t term because what this 

Commi ssion has not done and n o r has the FCC come out 

with any flnal dec1s1on a s t o what model it is going to 

a ccept . So I think 1! we're requ i red to take a l ook a t 

a •serv ice area,• I would do i t from the standpoint o f 

what Jon · · to comp ly with the l aw . If that ' s what 

we're look i ng ! o r. t o comply with the FCC r e qu irement. 

: thin k th a t·s what we would l o o k a t 1s an area, 

tho ugh, no larger :nan an e x change area, which we wo u l d 

eq~ate to a wire c enter o r an e xchange area And we 

22 h a ve howeve r ma ny a re o n chat. 

2) MS. W!EST : He h o w many e x c hanges do you 

2 ~ still have? 

-S MR. HEASTON: :c•s on the ltst we submitted . 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

A. l can't answer that e xactly. It' S 

approx i mately 35. 

MS. WI EST: It would be attached? 

MR HEASTON: It's on our exhibi t to our 

appl ication. 

75 

MS. WIEST: So however many with the 

amendment t~e three that were missed. That's how many 

aervice a~eas you would li ke the Commission to 

desig nate for US West at this time? 

A. ! guess I'm not sure whether w~ ~ou ld want to 

designate each exchange. 

MS. WI EST: My problem is we are supposed to 

tell the FCC by December 31st what your designated 

aerv1ce area is. 

15 A. Then I suppose we ought to do it exchange by 

16 ex c hange . 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS . WIEST : I! you want more time to think 

about it 

MR . HEASTON: Yes, I think 1 would. I mean 

th1s io not something that's come up in t he o ther two 

states t ha t I've done this in. and 1 had the oamc basic 

application. I will have to·· I will d o a late - f iled 

exhibit on that if I could with an affidavit from Jon. 

MS . WIEST: Okay . 

MR . HEASTON: What are you relying on aga in, 
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l Rolayne ? 

2 MS. WIEST: Actu a lly wh a t as far a s t he FCC's 

3 public notice. tha t was doc k e t 96- 4 5 DA 97-1 8 92 is s u e d 

4 9 - 29 - 97. 

s MR . HEASTON: 1892. 

6 MS. WIEST : And r•m also relying on 

7 paragraphs 185, 192, 193 of the FCC's unive rsal service 

6 order . 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

MR. HEASTON: 197, 1 75. 

MS. W!ES T: 1 57 or 

MS. CREMER : 185 , 192. 

MS . WlEST: The docket number for the FCC 

13 universal service. 

MR . HEAST01' : Not the docket number but t he 

: 5 o rder number, the o rder number. 

l 7 

18 

: 9 

20 

21 

MS. W! EST: 

and paragraph 

MR . HEASTON: 

97-157? 

MS . WlEST : 

Okay. I was looking at 185, 192 

! got chose. Was it FCC 

157. right . And the other thing 

you might wane to address 1n paragraph l8S, for 

22 e x ample, :t d o es say 1f a state PUC adopts its e x isting 

2l service areas for large ILEC's, their study area , this 

2~ would erect sign1f1cant barriers to entry. We are also 

25 encouraged to consider designat1ng serv ice areas that 
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1 r equire an !LEC to se rve areas o ther than they have n o t 

2 trad itional ly served. 

3 MR. HEASTON: Yes. And, see, this - - what 

4 the problem this causes is wh e re you have not 

5 cons i dered and have left to the FCC t o determine how 

6 that's going to be modeled f r om a proxy standpoint. 

7 And, yes, we are advocat i ng smaller geographic elements 

8 than the wi r e cent er for universal high cost support 

9 b u ~ t do not have a South Dakota specific look because 

1 0 th i s Commi ssio n dec i ded not to d o their o wn earl i er 

11 t h i s -- a c ouple months ago . as opposed to Wyoming and 

12 No rth Dako ta where I do have tha t because those t wo are 

1 3 looki ng at doing their o wn , o r suggesting thei r o wn 

14 cost study. So I do have the small grids , a s we cal l 

15 iL. and I cou l d ident i fy t hat fo: you . I cannot 

16 i d e nt i fy any t h i ng s ma ller than right n o w than a wire 

17 c e nter . 

18 MS . WIEST: Okay. 

1 9 MR. CO IT : Ex c use me. ma y I c omment briefly 

20 o n t.h1s ? And I understand that I'm no t a party but I 

21 do believe Jc was my understanding tod ay that the whole 

22 i s s ue of d i sa ggregated service areas for u S West o r 

2 3 any other c o mpany may c o me up. ~ut I wou l d like to s ay 

24 we c ertainly have an i n te rest in the issu e . And I 

25 thi nk that the FCC r ules ind i cate that - - the o rde: s 



78 

1 and the rules indicate tha t before cha nging an existing 

2 service area, that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs to find that it's consistent wi th universal 

4 se r vice requ irements. so I think i t 's a really 

5 involved· · involves a l o t more than the review o f 

6 actually looking at ETC service obligations. You're 

7 talking about making changes in a US West service area 

8 chat coul d s1gn1!icantly change the level of support it 

9 might receive under a federal universal service f und. 

10 De cis i ons on US West service area disaggregation and 

11 so forth c oul d ce r tainly impact rural telephone 

12 comp n i es as well. And I guess going into this 

13 proceeding lt wa s ou r unde r standing that there are 

. . . ., c ertain ~stab!1shed incumbent LEC service areas, and we 

:s d:dn t unde rstand, I guess. that we ·· that the issue 

! • . n this u S West docket o r any of the other ones woul d 

,7 be with regard to disaggregating service areas. 

l 9 MS . WIE ST: I'm not talking about 

t9 d1saggregatin~ service area s. And l think you have to 

2 0 recognize the d1st1nct1on that was made bet ween 

21 nonrurals and r ur a l compan i es with respect t o service 

22 area I! we want to look at doing anything to rural 

23 companie s with respect t o dlsaggregat~on, we have to 

24 spec1!ically petition the FCC. That's all I'm talking 

- ~ Jbo ut, and tha:•s the reason why I only brought up this 



1 issue wi th respect too S West. And it's j ust my 

2 understanding the Commiss ion does have t o do the 

3 se rvice area in orde r f o r US West to get you r 

4 uni versal serv~ce money . 
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s MR . HEASTON: If 1 cou ld have unt il whatever 

6 date wa s sugges ted earlie r on getting the add i t iona l 

7 affidavits i n, I ' ll have a recommend t ion f o r you fro m 

8 u S West on t hat. 

9 MS. WIEST: Okay . Are there any o ther 

1 0 questions o f thi s witness? One more ques tion, 

11 Mr. Lehner. Do you have any observati o n to what 

12 Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements f o r y o ur 

13 compa ny? 

1 4 A. I'm not sure that I unde r stood exac t l y what 

15 he was requiring. If t he r equirement i s to advert i se 

16 i t once a y e a r in the newspaper , I don't think we have 

17 a pro blem with that . 

18 MS. WI EST : And ge t t i ng bac k to single party 

19 se rv1 c e l s high cost, the o nly barrier is t o prov1de 

2 0 si ng 1e party serv i c e t o those S2 customers? 

21 

22 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST : ls i t a lso US West's posit ion 

2 3 tha l the sett l ement agreement that you've s t ated is 

24 su s pe nded c o n c erning s i ngle party service no l o nger 

2S appli es where I bel i eve you sta t ed you would have 

,, 
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2 

BO 

single party service t o all customers by the year 2000? 

A . Had the 121 investment program continued, I 

3 would have been out here talking to the staff and to 

4 you about these anyway. bec ause as we honed down t o 

5 some to the last !ew o n some of these exchanges, it 

6 became obvious tha• this was this 10 !oolish to 

7 spend that kind o ! money w1th the cu rrent technology. 

B Just doesn' t make any sense. 

9 MS. WI EST: That's all 1 h ave . Mr . Heaocon, 

10 you mi ght also wa nt to address the question o f whether 

11 t he Commiss i on has the authority t o provide any de 

12 m1n1mus exception to the single party without putting 

13 the time l1ne on it. 

MR . HEASTON: I don't kno w that de minimus is 

15 tho issue, but 1 do think that you could put a time 

1 6 line on it a nd make 1t renewable that we would have to 

17 come i n . I think what the rule would allo w you t o do 

!8 1s require us t o come 1n o n a regularly-scheduled 

:9 basis, maybe annua'.ly, maybe semi -annually, to update 

io th~ Comrn1 ss1o n o ! where we arc technologywise 1n taki ng 

2: c are o f these l ast 52 . Tha t would be my position on 

22 this 1s that that pats a time limit on and it ma kes 1t 

23 dr iven by the technology and the affordability of 1 t . 

'> • _., 

25 

MS . WI EST: Okay. Any other questions? 

COMM: SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a question 
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l of Mr . Lehner. And the r e a son! have a quest ion i s 

2 because in your amended app licati o n yo u might h~ve 

3 addressed it, however , I don't have a copy o f that and 

4 l apologize . But you addressed in here and you have an 

s e x h~bi t on your o r igina l applicat ion chat regards 

6 Lifeline , Link Op . And ba s ica lly what it is it's your 

7 tar i ff, o r a page that look s li ke a ta ri ff page to me . 

a No w, US West really intends to comp ly wi th the 

9 Commission orde r in Lifeline, Li nk Up? 

10 

l l 

A . Absolutely . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I need to kno w 

12 that. 

13 A. And tha t page doesn't appl y any mo r e. 

l5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

COMMl SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : Tha n k you. 

MS. WIEST: Any othet questions? Thank you. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I guess l have a 

quesc1 o n . You know, you·· when y ou were talking about 

why y ou shouldn't have t o p r ovid e this single party 

systems for these areas tha t you listed like Spearfish 

and Pierre and a ll the 11st that you went through ·· 

A . Yes . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Why wouid it ·· it just 

seems weird to me tha t it woul d be tha t e xpens i ve to 

p r o v ide those servi c e s in some areas . Li ke Pierre and 

Huron, those are pretty ·· I mean c an you expla in t hat 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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to me a li ttle b:t because I find that a l1ttle odd. 

A . The h1gh cost we're talking about in many 

c ases . n o t o n l y rep l a ci ng. we're talking abou t 

custocers chat we re engineered p robab ly back in the 

a: x t1es and sevent ies to mult i-party service wi th no 

.ntentlo n o f having sing l e party servi ce. So we • re 

7 talking tn many c a a es miles and mil es o ! d ist ribution 

8 c a ole, aome c a aes s:x pair. 11 pa ir, maybe even greater 

S pair . So we ' re : a l k1ng about n o w having t o replace 

10 tha· c ab l e with proba b ly 50 p a ir o r a hundred pair 

ll cab: e . And we're also talking about many cases where 

12 at the end o f that c ab le we have to e x tend what s ome 

:3 people will c a ll a drop. what I c a ll a pair o f wires, 

1 4 sometimes severa l mi les. And in o rder t o provide 

!~ sing .e pariy service · we ll, T t ake that back in tha t 

lo ClsF-. Tne drop piece o f that wtll be o kay . I wa s 

!7 tn1nK:ng o ! 1C ch-y have more than one l ine . But we' r e 

:6 ~a:<:ng about d 1str : but1on cable, we' re t a l k ing abo ut 

! s !eeder. and we· r e ta! < ing in s ome cases about PAI R GA IN 

2C systems that are ·Lst p!a1n !ull . I' m tal king abou t 

21 systems tha t you've heard l ike An a c~nda that are going 

to need to be replaced. It 's expensive. 

21 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I guess in my mind i t 

24 seems to me that cos t pro hibiti v e -- I ~ idn 't exactl y 

:s onv1S!On ~xactly wha l you were )USt e x plaining to me 
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1 bec ause I was :hinking maybe these lines had to be run 

2 out miles and miles and miles and the re's nobody out 

3 there o r something. But if this is in a fairly 

4 p o pu lated area, and it doesn't seem t o me that these 

5 pe ople should have to live with just two party 

6 telephone system when most o f the wo rld doesn't, a s we 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

know i t in South Dakot a , doesn't have to do that 

because the lines are all filled up r mean I'm 

looking f or some reason wh y that 's a cceptable, 

especially when some o f those l i t tle companies a re 

saying t ha t they got maybe three or f ou r people left 

that they don't have that service for and they've made 

13 every effor t to say, well, we wa nt a wa iver b ut we will 

l ~ do it by the end o! the yea r o r whatever. 

15 A. I think that most o f the compan i es you've 

16 been listening to up until now ·· and r obviously can't 

17 speak for them, but I think you're talking about 

18 engineering that wa s done probabl y 15, 20 years ago 1n 

19 most of these companies' c ases where they at the time 

20 spent the money to do that . We did not do that. We 

21 provided distribution systems that we r e literally 

22 designed not co provide single party service. There 

23 are differen t funding mechanisms and diffe ren t 

24 requi r ements that we 've had. They've had the a b1l1ty 

25 to spend that kind o f money and rec~ver it. No w, I can 
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l spend $1 00 ,0 00 o r $150,000 or 5 0,000, whatever it is, 

2 t o do these, but somewhere that has to be rec overed a nd 

3 i t isn' t g o ing t o be re covered fro m a c usto mer . That 

4 c u a t omer i sn' t goi ng t o pay f o r that . 

S COMMISS I ONER NELSON : Jt seems t o me this 

6 flies in the f ace o f what the g o vernor's bill said last 

7 year . I mean her e we're talking making available high 

8 tech nology t o everybo dy 1n So ut h Dako ta . Bas i cally 

9 that ' s what the bill says . And we·re talking here some 

10 peo ple that aren't even g o ing t o have single party 

ll t ele commun 1cat1 on 1n th i s state. 

12 A . 

13 cost i s . 

Comm1 s s1oner , a l l 1 c an t e ll you i s what the 

And l th i nk tha t• s ·• I think that's, u nless 

1, t here ' s a r eco very mec han ism. 1t woul d make no sense t o 

15 spend t ha t k1nd o f money . And I ce rtainly wo ul d n't 

16 r ecomme nd 1 t . 

17 CHAlRMA~ BU RC Th e ques tion I have 1 n t he 

18 LEC indust ry wh e n we hav e t hese k ind o f s i tu a tions once 

15 .n ~ wh1le th e re ·a anot her pro v i der that 1a c l ose r tha t 

20 can do 1t. Woul d that b e t he c4s e t o any of the s e ? 

2 : Wou! d that be a reaso nable s o lut ion ever ? 

A . Yes. 1 t would. And, Commiss ioner . 1! t here 

23 is a n y company 1n this r oom tha t woul d li ke t o serve 

2 4 any o ! t h e se 52, I would be happy to n egotia te 

25 CHA,RMAN BURG: ! t hink maybe when we're down 
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l to 52, we ought to get a list of those names and see if 

2 we could wo rk it out. 1 share what Counsel has said. 

3 r·~ not sure we can make the exception. I kno w that 

~ u S West's counsel has given us what I cal l a short 

5 term one, thac i n othe r words, we could give the waiver 

6 for a limited period o f time , but t don't kno w chat's 

7 an indefinite soluti o n and we probably ought to work ·· 

8 look ac working together to meet and find the solution 

9 to meet the FCC rules I think i f we can. But so many 

10 -- maybe, I guess . wha t r wo uld like to request. is che 

11 a ctual name and locati o n of those 52 fil~d at s ome 

12 time. l don't c are whe ther i t's part o! c his d ocket or 

l 3 n ot . 

. . . .. 
15 

A . 

16 thank y ou. 

17 

1 thin k chat can be provided . 

MS. WI EST: Any o ther questions? rf not, 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I suppose we do need some 

18 type o f wa iver in o rder to grant chem an £TC sta tus. 

1 9 

2 0 

2 1 

MS . WIEST: Sorry, f or which now? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Fo r sing l e party , 

MS. WIEST : At this time staff has a witness 

22 on chis case f i rst. 

23 

25 

MS. CREMER : Staff would call Harlan Best 

HARLAN BBST, 

c alled as a witness, being previously s wo-n, 
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1 was exam ined and test1!1ed as foll o ws : 

2 DIRECT EX AM INATION 

3 BY MS . CREMER . 

o. Har l an, were y ou the analyst assigned to 

s TC 97 163, us wesc•e applicac1on? 

A . 'f ea . 

7 And have you reviewed tha t ~ppl1cat1 o n by US 

8 West? 

A Yea 9 

: 0 h nd would y ou agree with Mr . Lehner when he 

.. . . 
:2 4 7 CFR 5 .; . 1 0 1? 

: ~ ' . 
: .; 

7 hat they have met those? 

Yes 

! 5 A Ye&. ~ : ~h ~he d1scus s1 on that we·v~ had on 

:., e.ngle party 

R19h: . Oltay And a t y ou r recommendation f o r 

• 8 aJvertl&lng. wou:d :hat be Lhe same f o r US West as i t 

~ ~ ~• ! o r · n e o the:s' 

;> C A . Yes 

And wna c wou:d your recommendation be for the 

22 Com~1ss1on 1n de! 1n1ns a serv ice area f o r us West? 

23 A Il woL!d be the wire c enter . 

MS CREMER : That's all the ques t i ons wo uld 

25 hwe. 
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MS. WIEST: Any q u e stion s, Ms. Wil k a? 

MS. WlLKA : No qu e stion s . 

MS . WIEST: Commissioners ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The qu e stion I 'd ha ve is 

based on that , should we not ·• l mean 

d o I call it? ls this a docume nt tha t 

is 

is 

this ·· what 

fil e d in 

7 these hearings? 

8 MS. CREMER : Yes. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I think we ought to 

10 co rrect that exhibit t o put no on e a ch of those that 

11 we've made a waiver for on the single party because I 

12 believe the answer is no a nd we 've mad e a wa iver to 

13 satisfy that. 

1 4 MS. CREMER : Okay. 

1S 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

CHAIRMAN BUP G: Since tha t's f iled . 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not moved 

for a waiver i n that area, have we? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 

ot her company . 

Yes , for six mo nths on o ne 

MS. WIEST : We h ave t wo single party wa ivers 

so far, but US West we ha ven't moved yet; right ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: But i f we d o and for any we 

do, since he's a wi tness o n the stand and t his is h!s 

2 4 document, l think that this document shou ld be 

2S co rrected to ref lect, no, they d o not meet t hat to 
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1 coincide with the wa i ve rs we 've given . 

2 

3 

MS. CREMER: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I don't k now. What 

~ d o we need t o do to make sure that correct1on 1s made ? 

5 MS WIEST I believe there are th ree 

6 coQpanics that do not at this t1me provide single pa r ty 

7 service. so all they would have to d o is change that 

8 yes to no for tho se State line, Venture. and US We st; 

9 r19ht ? 

l O CHA IRMAN BURG : And the test1mony on the 

11 record 1& adequate to a ccomplis h that? 

12 

!4 wondered 

: s 

l 7 

: a 

20 

... . . 

A. 

MS. W1£ST: Yes. 

CHAtRMAN BURG: Okay. Th,H' s a 11 I 

MS. W! £S7: So ho w many w1re centers does OS 

38 

MS W!£ST l a Thank y o u . Any o cher 

MS r ,H:1"£P : ~ o 

x s ~:E S7 : Woul o you li ke t o ~drn1 L this 

2: doc ~et ! o r the purpo &es o ! this docket? Bef o re l o nly 

ZJ ad~ILted 1c ! o r the oL ~er dockets . 

MS CR£M£R Actually I wasn ' t going t o mov e 

:s 1: in t o th is o ne b e c ause peo ple Lest1f1ed co it. s o I 
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l didn't r e a ll y need it in mine . 

2 move i t . 

But I can c e r tainl y 

3 MS. WI EST : I t's up to you. 

4 MS. CR EMER: We d on ' t need it 1n this d oc ket. 

S MS. WTEST: 

6 witness? Thank you. 

Any other questions o f this 

Anything else f r om 3ny o f the 

7 parties? At this t ime I believe the Commi ssion will 

8 take these matters under ad vi sement. We a r e waiting 

9 for some lace- f iled e xhibits in some dockets, and it 

10 will be p ossible that perhaps the Commission will make 

11 the decisions either at a Comm iss ion meeting or a t the 

12 Decembe r 2nd hear1ng on some ot her relat ed ETC 

13 d oc ke ts . Are there any questions f r om anybod y or any 

1 4 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

2S 

comme nt s? 

MR. CO IT: t woul d just, f or the r ecord, l1 ke 

to fo r mally request that the Comm1ssion designate e a c h 

or Lhe - - based up on t he r ecord, the affidavits yet to 

be submitted. that the Commiss1on designa te each o ! the 

ru ral telep hone companies , SDlTC membe r c ompan i es. as 

ETC's and that their study areas be designated a s t ~e1 r 

serv ice area . That's a ll I have. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. That wi ll close the 

hea r i ng . 

( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:SO P.M. l 



l STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
) 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES ) 
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3 

4 

5 

I, Lo r i J . Grode, RMR, Not ary Public, 1n and 

f o r t he Seate o f South Da kota, do hereby cer t1 f y that 

6 the above hearing, pages 1 through 89 , 1nclusive, was 

7 recorded stenograph ically by me and reduced t o 

8 lypew:1l1 ng . 

9 I FURTHER CERTIFY chat the f o regoing 

10 transc r i pt o f the s aid hearing 1s a true and c orrect 

11 tra nscript of t he steno graphic notes at the time and 

12 p l a c e spec1 ! 1ed herei nbefore. 

1 l 

. . •~ 

l FURTHER CERTIFY that I a m not a re l ative o r 

employee o r , ttorney o r counse l o f any o f the parties, 

15 nor a r elat ive o r e~ployee o[ such a ttorney o r counsel, 

16 o r !1nanc1ally interested d1rec tly o r indir e ct ly 1n 

!7 this action. 

16 IN WITNESS WHER EOF, I hav e he , eunt o se t my 

.; h a nd and s ea. o( o !f1ce at ? 1e rre. Sou~ h Dakot a, this 

20 :st day or De cember. 199 7 

21 

22 

25 

Lo r 1 J. Grode, R~R 
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June 16. 1997 

Mr Wilham Bullard, Jr 
Exccuu vc Ducci or 

TC9?-088 
Baltic Telecom Cooperative 

501 Sooood Strool, P.O. Box 307 • BalUc. SO 57003-0307 
Ptiooo: 60S-S29-S454 • Fat 6Q5.S29·S498 

RECEIVED 
JUN I 7 1997 

SOUTH OAK( >r A PUBLIC 
UTlll fl fS .. ~ /,\MISSIO N 

Sou1h Omcota Public U111i11~-s Ccmm11s,1on 
Stale Cap11ol 8u11ding 
500 E:ls1 Olpi1ol Avenue 
Pierre, Scu1h Dakola 57501-5070 

Dear Mr Bullard. 

Please fint\ enclosed elt-vcn copies each of two filings for designa11on :is "eligible 
1cleoommunica11ons carrier". Ont fihng 1s for 8nhic Telecom Coopcra11ve and the other is for East 
Plains Telecom. Inc 

tr you have :!RY q••es11ons or concems on enhcr rcques1, plc.tSC do 1101 hcs11B1c 10 cill 

s,~ ,,,. ,4[ 
Gre~ <irab=r 
Mannger 



TC97-088 
RECEIVED BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA JUN 199} 
SOUTH o 
UTJL, nEs ri : •\ PUBLIC 

mMISSION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE RIOUEST OF ) 
EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. ) 
FOR DESICNATION AS AN ELICIBLE ) 
TILICOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DESICNATION 
DOCKET TC97· 

East Plain~ Tclcom. Inc puniuant to -17 United Stmcs Code Stction 214(e) and 47 Code 

of Federal Rcb'lll3t1ons Section S4 201 hereby sccu from the Public Ut1h11cs Commission 

("'C'omm1ssion"1 designnuon as nn "chg1ble 1clccommumcn11ons earner" w11hm the local cxchan11c 

IU'C.1S that cons11w1c its service =.i. In suppon of this rcquot. East Plwn I clccom. Inc ofTc:rs the 

follo11,mg. 

I Pursu.'1111 to 47 U.S.C ~ 2 l4{e) 11 tJ the Comnuss1on's rcspons1b1hty to designate loc.&I 

n clulnge earners ("LECs") as ··eligible 1clccommunicn11ons aimers" c-ETCs"), or in other words, 

to detcnmnc "h1ch LECs have n.ssumcd universal service obhgiuions consistent with the fcdcr:11 f.l11, 

:ind should be deemed chg " le to receive federal uru\crsal SCfVICC suppon. At ICllSI one eligible 

telccommu111ca11ons came1 1s to be designated by the Comm1$.~0n for e:ich service arcu 1n the tote 

Hov.c\ er, m the c:isc of arc:as 5Ct\cd by "rur.il tclcphonc compamcs", the Corruruu1on mny not 

dcsigna1c more than one Ll:C as an FTC " 1thou1 first finding that such add111onnl dcs11!J1at1on \\Ould 

be m the pubhc interest Umlcr 47 Cl·R ~ S4.201. bcgmmng January I. 1()()8. onl} 

tclccommun1ca11ons camcn that h.:i\C rcccl\cd dcs1gna11on from the Comm1$$1on to scnc as IUl 

eh81blc 11:lccommunications camcr v.11hin their 5t'l'Vtcc .ircn will be eligible: to receive: federal 

um venal sc:rvicc suppon 

2. East Plnms Telecom. Inc. ,s the fac1litics-bascd local cxchllllgc cnmcr presently p"widing 

loc:il c.\changc tclccommumca11ons 5Cf\ ices m the follov. '"8 och:ln11cs: 

Alcc:stcr 

Hudson 

60'·93-1 -XXXX 

605-98-1-XXXX 

F.ast lludson 712-982-XXXX 

.. 
• IXHIIIT I I 



East Pbins Telecom, Inc. to ilS knowledge is the only earner today pro.,iding local .:.,change 

tclccommunicorions services in the above idcnuficd exehnngc ureas 

3. E:ss1 Plains Telecom, Inc. in occord wrth 47 CFR § 54.101 ofTer.1 lhe follo"mg loc.al 

exchange 1elecommunica11ons services to all consumers throughout irs SU\~cc area: 

• Voice grade access to the public S\\itchcd ne1work; 

• Local exchange: S1.on•1cc: 

• Oual rone mulu-frcqucncy signaling. 

• Access to emergency services such 91 I or enlmncctl 911 

pubhc services: 

Access to operator scrv1cl:$; 

Access to intc:n:.,changc service; 

• Access to directory assistance; and 

Toll blocking service 10 qualified low-income consumers. 

As noted above. East Plains Telecom. Inc. does pro,<1de toll hmitntion service in the form 

of toll blocking to qualifying consumers, howC\cr, the additional toll lim1tn11on ,;crv1ce of "toll 

control" .1S defined in the ne" FCC universal service rnlcs (J7 CFR § Sa 400(3)) 1s not pro,1dcd 

East Plains Tclccon,, Inc. is not aware that any local cxcruinge carnet m South Dakotn has a current 

c:ipab1hty to pro,idc such service. The FCC ga,c no 1ndic:i1ion pnor to the rcle;uc of its unl\crsal 

SCIVICC order (FCC '>7-157) lhnt toll control would be imposed as an ETC serv1u rcqu1rc:mcn1 and. 

to our mformulJon and belief. as a rC$ult. L.ECs nationwide arc 001 positioned to make the SCt\ 1cc 

1mmcdllltcly :1vn1lahle. In order for EllSl Pia.ins Telecom, Inc.. to proV1dc the service. addmonal usage 

trockini and storage capabilities will hll,·c to be mstullcd 1n 1lS local sw11ch1ng equipment At 

mm1mum. lhc service rcqw= a S\\itching sollwa.rc upgrade :ind at this ume EllSl Plums Tclcom,lnc 

,s m,·cs11b,a11.ng and attempting to det1.munc whether the lk.'CCSsaJY soflware has been developed and 

when n might become nvailnble. 

2 



Aceocd11111ly, 1-.ast Pbms Telecom. Inc. ,s rllCCd "nh C'.,cq,11on.il cuC11msunccs conc:cmmg 

11S atuhty 10 m~e the toll control service a,•ailablc us set fonh m 1hc FCC's unl\crs;il str\tcc rul« 

Wld must request a Wll!vcr from thc rc.iuU'C'l'llcnt to prondc: such sc:n1c:c 11h1s time. :i 11.111\cr for 

J pcn(lJ of one: year is requested J>nor to the end or the one year pcnod, East Pl:uns Telecom. Inc: 

11.1 II rcpon b;icl. to the C omrruss1on "' 1th spec, lie 1nf ormllt10n 1nd1c.i1mg "'hen the ~ net" orl. 

upgrudcs can he made and the sc:n 1cc cun be m3dc :iva1Jahlc: 10 .WISI lo" trK"omc CU51om~ The 

Conum551on OU) properly gr.int .i ",mer from the '1oll concn,J" rcqu1rcmrn1 rur<,u:uu 1n .i- , t-R 

S-1 IOl(c) 

-1. East l'lams 1 clec:;om. In.: hJs prc,~ou,Jy and" 111 con11nuc to 11th-cn1sc the a, a1lab1ht) 

or ,ts k'ol c>.cmngc scrv,ccs m mcd1;i or gcncnl d1stnbu11on llvooi;hout 1hc c~ch:uwc :ir~s sen cd 

l'Mr 10 this lihng. E:ist Plams Telecom. Inc. h;u not generally .ch'cniscd •lie pnccs clmrgcd for :ill 

or the abovc-1dm111icd 5Cf'1CCS It "111 do so going forward m :iccord '"'I any spec11ic ad,crtismg 

su1nd.irds that the Comm1ss,on may de, clop 

S 8a5ed on the fort1:omg. l:.ast Plains rc1ceom. Inc: n:spcetfull) request th.:lt the 

Comn11~1on 

(Jl gram a tanporar1 "'a1vcr or the n:qu1rcmcnt to provide "toll control" ~rHcc, 

Md 

lh) grant an ETC dcs1gna11on 10 East Pla111s Tc:lccom, Inc covenng all or1hc local 

exchange' areas 1h.:11 consmutc its present ~ ·ice :&rc.1 

Dated 1h1s 16th day of June. 1997 

East Plains Tclcc.,m. Inc. 

7££ 
Greg Grnblandcr. Manager 
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East Plains Telecom, Inc. 
501 Second Street, P.O. Bo• 307 • BaNlo, SO 57003-0307 

PhOne: 605-529·5656 • Fax: 605-529-5498 

'-= Crcmcr 
S101T AllQflle) 
l'u.blic Uuhucs ( onumu ioo 
S1otc C opllol Building 
500 East C0,p11ol 1hcn,., 
Pu:rrc, SD ~7501,,070 

Tol1 Froo from Alcester: 934·9900 
Toll Free lrom Hudson. 984·2800 

RC Eh1;1blc T ck.-comn1un11:11t1Qn.S CMncr opplrc;i111>n. 
r('')7 ,Oijk EM1 Plains Tele-coin. Inc 

October 10. 19?7 

RECEIVED 
OCT I fj 1997 

SOUrH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES ''1 ' ~W SSION 

In rcspomc to ~our October I. 1'1'11 lcnct or request for :idd111nn.,I mfom1.111on fo, the wo,c.rcfcmicrd 
~pphci11,on ,s the foll°'''"!! m fomi.11100 

Question Il l Pursuant t.o -17 CF R '\-1101(0)(41. suiglc·part) sm 1cc °' 1b fW1C1.101111lcqw, olcn1 must 
be m.:id< 11,:211.lblc.b) ll1'1 Ehsiblc Tdcca11rro11Ca1101tSCm'ncr (ETC) to n,cc,,c unJ, cn.11 scn,cc wppon 
~ Docs the ~bo, c,rcfamccd COfflPM' b4,c thJS sen ice" 

r\®•ct 10 Qucsuon l< 1 Yes. bS1 Pb1ns Telecom. Inc docs 1)11)• 11lc smgk•part, Sd'\ ICC 

Quu tion 112 Purwml to -17 (" FR \ -1-IOS 1111d .S-1 -I 11. L1fchn.: :ind l.mJ.. Up set\lCCS mUSI 
be mlldl: a\01loblc b} llll ETC to qu~h~,ng to-., -,ncomc consumcD Docs the opplJCOnt comp.Ill) . IIS 

rcfettn(ed •bo•c:. nl4l.c these scmo:s a,~loblc to quohf}1ni: WIISUJ'ICTS" 

I\Jls\•cr 10 Question 112 f:.:ist Plouu Tdcaw,1 • Inc, .- curn:,11) olfcnng L,fchn.: and I.JnJ.. Up 
scn ica ,u1hu'l 11S ~11111,oes 

~- IIJ. Pkluc PfO\ ,Jc• •fflf,c:11,00 ~ an 11uthor11cd olTICU, under o:ith. tu the CommtSlion an 
"hoch the u.pphCllnl rq,rcscnts 10 the Comn1tuJ011 that 1hc r:ic1s <toled m ti"' Rcqucsi for ETC 
Ocslg1Ullon and the response to ~11 rcqucsi nos 11111d 2 31,o\c:, 111C tnothful 

RcJponsc 10 Request • 3-VcnticoUlll! "Jod: huttt, bcmJI fus1 du!) sworn. StlllCS lNI he ,s 
the President or East Pl31ns T clccom, Inc (or the n:sponduig plfl~. tlut he has rc:id the 111111.i ETC 
11pphai11on and the forqpni;. and thcs11111c an: true 10 h1i °"" besl l.no\\lc:dsc. infoumlKlll and belief -

V 
7J~S1u11~ 

Pt.:sidcnt. EAst Pluuu Telecom Inc 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA ) 
)s, 

COUNTY OF MJNNEHAHA ) 

On 1his 11!1:..Li:_day of October 1997, before mc./2.bc'C' /:?. A.\k[t;. c->"- • 
the undersigned officer. persolllllly appeared Jack Sluiler, who acltnowlcdgcd himself 10 be the 
Pn:sidcn1 of East Plains Tclcc-0m Inc . a corporation. and 1ha1 he. as Pre .dcni. being authoriud so 
10 do. ocea.ncd rhe foregoing instrumcnr for rhe purposes 1hcrein c-0nramc:d, by signing rhc: name of 
rhc corporarion by himself a.1 Presidcm 

In wirne5$ whereof I hcrt'llnrQ set my hand and onit1al seal 

~~-,~ ...,,_.. ..... 
I 

ROBERT R. ANl>fRSON 
[SEAL)t ~,t;OfAa.Y ~.i .. i..., ;;.;:,\ 

k ~ SOUTH OA>.OTA~ 
1,-,,,.,.,, ..... c:.,.:r,,t;;:,a,. ( .~ ... 

Notary Public 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY EAST ) 
PLAINS TELECOM, INC. FOR DESIGNATION I 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER I 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97--088 

On June 17, 1997, the Public Ut11tties Comm,ss,on (Comm,sslon) recewed a request ror 
oes,gnauon as an eligible 1e1ecommumca11ons earner (ETC) from East Plains Telea>m Inc (East 
Plains Telecom) East Plains Telecom requested des,gnauon as an ehg,ble lelewmmunlcations 
earner w,lhin the local exchange areas that conslllute ,ts service area 

The Comnussion electronically transmitted notice of the fihng and the intervention deadline 
to interested 1nd1v1duals and ent1t1es. No person or entity filed to intervene By order dated 
Novembe< 7. 1997, lhe Commission set the heanng for thJs matter for 1 30 pm on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 412, State cap,101. P,erre, South Dakota 

The neanng was held as scheduled Al 1ne heanng, the Conumsst0n granted East Plains 
Tetecom a ore year waNer of the requirement to provide toll control serv,ce wtthm 11.S sennce area 
Al ,ts December 11, 1997, meeling. the Commission granted ETC de51Qnatt0n to East Plains 
Telecom and designated ,1s study area as ,1s serv,ce area 

Base:! on the evidence or record, the Comm1ss1on enters the foUowmg F1nd,ngs of Fact and 
Conclus,ons of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On Jllle 17, 1997, the Comrmssion recerved 111equest lor des,gnat/Ofl as an ETC rrom East 
Plains Tetecom East P!oins Telecom requested rjes1gnit,on as an ETC within the local exc:nange 
areu 1h11 conshtuto 11s serv,ce oreo East Pto1n1 Telecom serves the lollowtng eJtchangos 
Alcester (60S.934), Hudson (605-984). and East Hudson (712-982) E.l!M>lt 1 

u 

PumJont to 47 u SC § 214(1)(2). tM Comrr,1n 1on ,, required 10 d111gnG10 a common 
earner that moots tho roqu1rem11nts or soc.uon 214(1)(1) os an ETC lor o tervico aroo des,gruatod 
by tile ComlTllu ,on 

Ill 

Pursuant to " 7 U S C § 214(e)( 1), a common earner that ,s designated as an ETC is eligible 
10 rec:etYe un,versal service suppon and shaU, throughout ,ts serv,ce area, offer 1he serv,ces that are 
supported by federal universal service support med\amsms either using ,ts own raol~ies or a 
combtnatton of 11-s own fac:allt,es and resale of another earner's services The camer must also 
ad~en,se the availabtlity of such serv,ces and the rates ror the serv,ces using medJa or general 
distnbul,on 



IV 

The Federal CommunlcallO!lS Commission (FCC) has designated the following services or 
functionalities as those suppolted by f'edef'al uruvl!~t service suppon mechanisms: (1) vo«:e grade 
access to the public swilclled nelwon(; (2) local usage. (3) dual tone multl-frequency ~naling or i1s 
functional equal, (4) single party service or Its funcliOnal equr,alenl; (5) access 10 emergency 
services; (6) access to operator services: (7) access 10 mtereKchange service; (8) access 10 
directory a.ssrs1ance. and (9) toll flmitation for qualifying tow-income consumers. 47 C.F.R. § 
54. 101(8), 

V 

As pan of its cbligatloos as an ETC, an E1C Is requ,rl!d to make avaHable Lifeline and link 
Up urv,~s to qualrlying low-mcome consuml!rs 47 C.F.R § 54 405; 47 CF R. § 54.411. 

Vt 

East Plains Tell!COm offers voice grade access 10 the public switched nelWOl1( to all 
consumers lhroughou1 its service area. Exhibtt 1 

VII 

East Plains Telecom offers local e.,cchange service tndud,ng an amount of local usage tree 
of per minute charges to all consumers throughout ,ts seMCe area. !SI. 

VIII 

East Ptalns Telecom ... 'fers dua.1 tone multi-frequency signaling to all consumers through,>u1 
11s service area 1!1 

IX 

East Plaru Telealm offers single pany serv,c;e to all consumers throughout its service aru. 
Exhtbh 2. 

)i 

East Plains Telecom offers access to emergency serv,ces to all consumers 1ttroughout ,ts 
service area ExhfbU 1 

Xl 

East Pta,ns Telecom offers access 10 operator services to all consuml!rs throughout its 
service area. Jg. 

Xll 

East Plains Telecom offers access to lnterexcnange serv,ces to all consumers throughout 
its service area. !SI. 

XIII 

E.ast Plains Telecom offers access 10 directory assistance to all consumers llvoughoul its 
service area. Ill 
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XIV 

One of the seMCes required to be provided by an ETC to qualifying low-11\COffle consumers 
,s toll lfmftatJon. 47 C.F R. § 54.101(a)(9). Ton hrrutal!On cons.sts of botn toll blocking and toll 
control 47 C,F.R § 54.400(d) ToU control ls a sen,ice that allows consumers 10 specify a certain 
amount of loll usage thal may be inaJ1T'ed per month 0t per billing cyde 47 C FR § St 400{c). Toll 
bloclong tS a setvice that I els consumers elect not lo aUow the complet,on of outgoing toll calls 4 7 
C .F.R. § 54 400(b). 

xv 

East Plalns Telecom offers toll blocklng to all consumers throughout ,ts MttYlce area Exh,b,t 

XVI 

Eu.I Plains Telecom does nol wrrently offer toll control IQ. In Olde< for East Pta,ns Telecom 
to provide toll control, additional usage traciting and storage capabtht,es WIii have to be ,nstalled in 
its local SWltchlng equipment East Plains Telecom ls attempting to determine whether the 
necessary software has been developed and when ,t might become available Ill 

XVII 

East Plains Telecom slated that ,t is faced With exceplJOtl81 circumstances concerning its 
ability to maki, toll control sen,ice evadable and requested a one year waiver from the requirement 
to provide such service. Ill Pnof to the end of the one year penod, East Pl111ns Telecom WIii report 
back to the Comm1ss,on with specific infonnat1on mdatmg when the networtt upgrades can be 
made In Older to provide toll control Id 

XVIII 

With respect lo the Obligation to advertise the avadabwly o/. seMces supported by the federal 
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those services using mecfta of general 
d1Slnbut1on, East Plains Telecom stated that 11 advertises the avadabtlity of its local exchange 
servic:es in media of general dislribution throughout its service area. However, East Plains Telecom 
has not generally a.dvertised the prices for these services. Ill, East Plains Telecom stated Its 
intention to comply w,th any advertising standards developed by the Commission. Iii. 

XIX 

East Plains Teleeom currently offers lifeline and Link Up service discounts in rts exchange.s. 
Exhibit 2. 

xx 
The Commission finds that East Plains Telecom currently provides and WIii continue to 

provide the following services or funcdonaltt,es throughout its !!ervlc:.o area: (1) volc:.o grade access 
to the public SWttched networlt; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multHrequency signaling: (4) single. 
party service: (5) access to emergency services: (6) access to operator services; (7) access to 
inlerexchange sen,lce; (8) access to directory assistance: and (9) toll blocking for qualifying low­
income consumers 

3 



)()(I 

The Commission finds lh..1 pursuant to 47 C.F R § 54.101(c) II Will grant East Plains 
Telecom a waiver of lhe requirement lo offer ton control services unlll December 31, 1998 The 
COmmlssion finds th.It exceptional circumstances prevent East Pfains Telecom from providing toll 
conl/OI 81 !hi$ llme due lo the difficulty in obtaining lhe necessary software upgrades to provide the 
service. 

XXII 

The Commission finds that E.ist Pla!ns Telecom shaQ provide u fehne and Link Up programs 
lo qualifying customers 1nrougnout its seMce area consistent wrth state and federal roles and 
orders 

)()(Ill 

The Commtssicn finch 1hal East Plains T eleoom SNI adYettise the 1Yailabdrty Of the SeMCeS 
suppotled by lhe fedetal unMlnal $4lfl/1Ce suppon mechanism and 1ne d\.dQ8$ therefOC' tntouglloul 
ots S8l\'ICe area using medta of general aistnbubon once each year. The Comm,ss,on funner finds 
that if the rate lo< at¥ of lhe serw::es supponeo by the fedenll un.versal seMCe support mecnao,sm 
changes, the new rate tntnl be advet11seo US!llg med.a of gentlfal d1stnbtit,on 

Pl.nuanl to 47 USC § 21'(e)(5). lhe Com111sso, cle$ogNl!es East Plans Telecom's cum!nt 
sn,oy area as its H4'YCe area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comrnmao!'I has ,unsdCl!On over ltlls maner pursuant 10 SOCL CNpters 1-26, 49-31, 
and47USC §214 

II 

Pursuant 10 47 U SC § 214(e>(2). the Commission ls required 1.0 designate a common 
earner Ulat meets the requirements of sectJon 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area desfgnaled 
by lhe Commlss,on 

111 

Pursuant to 47 u s.c § 214(e)(1), a common carrier that is designated as an ETC Is eligible 
to ,ece,ve1 universal seMCe support and shaU, 1htoughoot its service area, offer the services that are 
supported by fedcnil u"'versal service support mccilanlsms either using its own facilities or a 
combination of its own facilitle.s and resale of another camel's services. The carrier must also 
ad11enise the avaUatr.lity of such services and the rales for the services usrng med,a of general 
d iSlnbuhon. 

IV 

The FCC has designated lhe following services or functJonalltles as lhose suppo!1ed by 
federal universal service suppon mechanisms: (1) voice grade accen to the public .switched 
network; (2) local usage: (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its fundional equal, (4) single 
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party serw:e or rts funalonal equivalent, (!>) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator 
services; (7) access to 1nterexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance; and (9) toll 
limitation for qualifying low-,ncome consumers. 47 C F.R. § 54 101(a;. 

V 

As part of its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Ufehne and Link 
Up services to qu~lrlying low-income consumers 47 C.F.R. § 54.40!>; 47 C.F R § 54.4 11 

Vt 

East Plains Telecom has met the requirements of 47 C F.R. § 54.101(a) wilh the exception 
of the abihty to offer loll control Pufsuant to 47 C.F R § !>4.101(c), the Commission conc:Judes that 
East Plains l elecom has demonstrated exceptional circumstances that Justify grantong rt a waw er 
of the requ1n.mem to offer ton control until December 31, 1998 

VII 

East Plains Telecom .shall pn,"1d.e Lifeline and lJnk Up p,ograms to qualoly,ng C>Jstomers 
throughoo1 rt.s service area cons,stent with state and te<1eral rules and orders 

VIII 

Ent~ Telecom ~'Id ad'wert.u tne a~ of tne M1111CeS $Upp(llted by the federal 
~ seMCe ~ mec:NnoSnl atld tne CNrQH ~ uW!Q mecb of general dtstnOU!IOtl 
once Na' year II Ire n1:e for any of ll'lC _._ suppo,,ecj tit U'le feOeral ~ SeMC:e $UppOlt 
~ a>anges tne ..-1111e ~ be ~ ..s,ng media of general dtstnDUIIOn 

0( 

Plnuant to • 7 us c f 2,, el(S) ir,e ~~Ent Pi.ns Terecom's current 
SIUOy MU as ~ 5 SCfll!Ce are.I 

X 

The ComrrGsion oesq,ai,es East Plains T eteciom as an ellglCle 1~ earner 
fof rt.s serva area 

It is ltlerefore 

OROERE) !hat East Plans T dealm's c:umm1 study ania 15 des,gnate<I as its serv,oe area. 
,ind ,1,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. tnat East~ Telecom shal be granted a..--: oflhe reqwe,nent 
to offer toll control servoces IJfltd December 31. 1998. and II IS 

FURTl-'ER ORDERED. that East Plains Telecom shall follow the adve1'1JSlllg reqwements 
as listed above, and rt IS 

FURlHER ORDERED that East Pla,ns Telecom IS designated as an eligible 
lelec:ommunicabons came, for et.s service area 
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NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that I.his Ordef was duly entered on !he /,Z rlday of December, 
1997 Pursuant 10 SOCL 1-26-32, this Orderw,11 take effect 10 days after lhe date or receipt or 
failure to accept deli\'!ry o f the decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this 17 ~ day of December, 1997. 

Cl:RTIFICA TE Of' KRVICE 

Tllo '""*'9'*1 '*tof - NI -
- hn --IDdly upon .. _ ., 
t tc:GNI In lM-. n lloteo on tno-..,._ 
~n~~~~= 
er W!Jhd<u~ 
o.co; 1.g / 1?/f? r, 

OH ICIAL SEA! 

6 



Tcr7-0?P RECEIVED 

0 ] 

LI FELINE AND LINK lJP PLAN 
OF F.AST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

fA PUBLIC 
~ 41 ION 

llic &s1 Plains 1"clecom. Inc submits 1his plan pursuant 10 47 CFR ~ 54 ,10 I (d") l llSt 
Plains Tclecorn. Inc h3S been designated as an eligible 1ek-commurucations carrier by the South 
Dakota l'ublic Utilities Commission ("SDPUC'') and, as such. must make Lifeline and Link Up 
~'"'cc available to 11ualifying low-income Cl1nsumers as ~, fonh in the Commission·\ i.'111al 
Onlrr t11kl /).•cl.t10 11: Nolle~ 11/ J.,mry 11/ / ) t<'I.\/Cm dated November 18. 19\17, issued m Oocl:ct 
·t C?7- 1 SO (!n.lhc Ma1tcr of the ln~llisaris!.n i11111 1h2J.1fofa1c nod I.in~ l,lp PuwJinlj), which is 
auachcd ~, Exhibit A, and consiS1en1 wilh the cri1criil c~t3blishcd under ,17 CFR ~~ 54 400 10 
54 41 7, mdus,vc 

·rhc Lifeline nnd Link Up programs assist qualified low,income consumc:rs by 
providing for reduced monthly charges and reduced connection charges for local 
telephone service The as$is1ance applies to n single telephone line a1 a quahlicd 
consumer's p•im:ipal place of residence 

2 A qualified low-income consumer is a telephone subscriber who panicipa1cs in at least 
one of the following public assistance programs 

a Medicaid 
I Food Stamps 
c Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
d Federal Public !lousing Assistance 
c Low-Income I lome Energy Assistance l'rog,am (I.I m AP) 

3 A qualified low-income consumer is cligrblc: 111 receive dther III both Lifeline and 
Lrnk Up assi,tancc 

·I East l'lau,s Telecom, Inc \\ill advcni<e the ~vailabilhy of Lifeline 100 Link Up 
services and the chnrgcs therefore using media of general distribution and in accord with 
any rule.!! that may be developed by the SDl'UC for application to eligible 
1dccommunications carriers 

5 In addition. East Plains Telecom. Inc, as required by the h11a/ Or<li•r mJ lkc1su111: 
Nulle<! 11/ f.mry of I J,c1s11>11 of the SO PUC {Ed,ibit A). will indicate in it's annual repon 
10 the SD PUC 1he number of subscribers within it 's 5Cf"Yrcc arc'I rcceivrng Lifeline andfor 
I.ink Up 115sistancc In addition, 1his infommtion will be .,,ovided 10 the Universal 
Scr.•icc Administrative Company ("USAC") 

6 lnformalion as to the number of consumers qualitying for Lifeline ancVor Link Up 
assistance cannot currently be provided by Eas1 Plains Telecom. Inc because it has no 
accc,, to the gcwcmmelll inforrn~tion necc.ssJlry to determine how many of it.s telephone 
~rhscrib~rs arc panicipating in the above referenced public as,istarKe programs Wi1hom 



this infQm,ation, East fllains Telecom. Im· cannot provide, at !Ins time, even a reasonable 
estimate of the number of it~ .subscribers who. aflet January I. 19<>8, will be rccciving 
Lifel ine and/or I.ink Up ser,•icc. Information a~ 10 the number of its low-income 
subscribers quelirying for Lifeline and/or L.inl,. Up can be provided after applications for 
Lifeline and Link Up assist.ancc have been received by East Pia.ins Telecom, Inc 

7 In accord with the SDPUC' s h11al ()rdrr t111d lkd.01111: No110: of l,1111)• of /Jl!c:wo11. 
Ens1 Plains Telecom. Inc \ di make application forms available 10 all of it.s existing 
IC.'lid.l!ntral cus1omen. 10 all new customers when they apply for residcn1ial local 
td cphonc service, and 10 n1her persons or cn1i1ies upon their request 

8 . l .irtlint 

Lifeline service means a retail local service 11fferin11 fur which qualified low-income 
C()n51,11ners pay reduced char11es 

2 Lifeline $crvicc inc ludes voice g,ade access 10 the public 5wi1chcd network, local 
u!l:tge. dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functiona.l equivalent.. · glc-pany 
service or its functional equivalent, access to emergency services, access to operator 
5<:rviccs. access 10 1n1crcxclmngc service, access to dircc101 ll5S1Sl1111cc. and toll 
limitation 

l Qualified low-i11C1Jme suh5Griber5 nrc required to submit an application fom1 in ordl'f" 
to recch1: Ltfcltne ~erv,c,c. 111 applying for 1,ifclinc 11SS1stancc, the subscriber muSt cc:itif; 
under penalty of pctjury that they arc current ly panicipating in at least one of the 
c1ualifyi nl! public assistance programs listed in Scc11on A 2. above In addition. the 
subscrihcr must agr« 10 notify East Plains Telecom. Inc when they cease p1nicipating in 
the tJualifying public nsistancc prnsrarnCs) 

4 11,e 101al monthly Lifcltne credit available lo qualified consumers ts SS 2S E1S1 
Pla,n~ 'lclccom. Inc shall provide the credit 10 quahfled consumers by applying the 
fcdctal baseline suppon amount of SJ 50 10 wai\e the consumer's federal End-UStr 
Common I.inc charge and applying the add1t1onal authori7cd federal suppon amount or 
SI 75 as a credit 10 the consumer's intraslllte 11)(11.1 service rate The federal baschnc 
suppon amount and additional support available, totaling SS 25. shall reduce East Plahls 
Telecom. Inc 's lowest ta,iffcd (or 01hen~1sc generally available) re11idcn1 ial rate for the 
services listed above in Sc:ctiun B J Per the anad ,cd SD PUC 1-inal (Jrd,u a11d V.•ci.suJ11, 
N,m," "/ F.J11ry· nj /J.tc1>u11,, the SDPUC has authorized intrastate rate reductions for 
eligible 1clccomrnunica1ion~ carriers making the addi1innal federal suppon amount of 
SI 7S available The SDPUC did not C$1.~blish a :s1111e l.,fcline prog,am 10 fund any 
funher rate rcduaions (Exhibit A. Findings of Fad VII and VIII . and Conclusions of 
Law II and Ill) 
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5 £8$1 Plains Teb:om. Inc will not disconnect subscribers from lhc.-ar Lifeline suvice 
for non-payment of toll charges unless the SDPUC. pursuanl to 47 CFR § 54 401(b)( I). 
has gramtd 1he company a waive~ fr om the non-disconn«t requirement 

6 E.~tl"pt 10 the cxtenl that East Plains Telecom. Inc has obtained a waiver from 1hc 
SOPUC pursuan1 to 47 CFR § 54 IOl(c). 1hc company shall o ffer toll limi1a1ion 10 all 
qualifying low-income con~umcrs when lhey subscribe lo Lifeline service If the 
"1Ubsc11ber elects 10 receive 1011 limi1a1 ion. 1ha1 service shall bc<:omc part of that 
'Sub. ribcr· "' Lifeline sc" 1cc 

7 Ea~l f'lams 1 clcc1,m. Inc will not collce1 a service deposit m order to mit rate Lifehnc 
<crvice if the qualifying low-income consumer volunuuily elect~ toll blocking on their 
tclcphonc line Ho"cvcr. unc month's lt:lClll SCf\1cc charges may be required a~ an 
adva 1cc payment 

C. Link U11 

Lrnk Up means 

(a) A rtduction in the cus1omary charge for commencing telecommunications 
service for a single telecommunications connection at a consumer's principal 
place of residence ·n,c reduction.1 shall be 50 perccn1 of the cwtomary charge or 
SJO 00. whichever is less. and 

(b) A dcfcned schedule for paJment of the charge:11 assessed for commencing 
scrvicc. for which the consumer doe, nor plly interest The intr:1'o:sl charges not 
asseucd 10 the consumer shall be for connection char:gC$ of up 10 S200 00 that arc 
deferred to a period 110! 10 exceed one >·car 

2 ChargC3 a.s5e5scd for commcnlling service include any charges 1ha1 a1c customa1ily 
assessed for conncc11ng subscribers 10 1hc network These charges do no1 include any 
permissible sccuri1y deposit rcquiremcnu 

J 1 he Link Up program shall allow a ronsumer to receive the benefit of the Lmk Up 
program for a second or subsequrnl lime onl)• for :\ principal place of residence with an 
addrt55 different from the residence address at which the Link Up assis1ancc was 
provided previously 

/:a.,r /'lwm T~lecom. Jue. 
PO Bo,i J07 Baltic. SD 57003 
(605) 529-5656 

Manager 



EXlll 811 ''A" 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

Al its August 18, 1997. regularly scheduled meeting, the Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Comm1ssiorrs (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order. the FCC decide< that it would provide for 
additional fede<al support In the amount of $1.75, above the current S3.S0 level. However, 
,n order for a state's Lifeline consumers to receive the additional S 1. 75 in federal support. 
the slate commission must approve that reduction In the portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end uset. 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
In an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction. 
up to a maximum of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file Information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund <'1monstral.ing that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C F.R. § 54.401. 

By ordef dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed Interested persons and 
entities to submit written comments concerning how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In lhe1r written comments. interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions: 

1. W hether the Commission should approve Intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible for Lilehne support lo receive the additional $1 . 75 in federal support? 

2. Whether the Commission should set up a slate Lifeline Program lo fund lurther 
reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether the Comrruss1on should modify the existing Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4. Shall the Commission file or require the carrier to file information with the 
administrator of the federal uruversal service fund demonstrating that the earner's Lifeline 
plan meets the criteria set forth ,n 47 C F R § 54 401 (d)? 

By order dated October 16 , 1997, the Commission set public hearings lo receive 
public comment on the questions hsted above The hearings were held ai the following 
times and places 

RAPID CU:Y. Monday, October 27. 1997, 1 00 p.m . Canyon Lake Sen,or C11t2ens 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive. Rapid C,ty. SD 



PIERRE Tuesday, Odober 28. 1997, 1·30 p.m . State Capitol 8u1ld1ng, Room 
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre, SD 

Wednesday, October 29. 1997, 9.00 am .• Center for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD 

At its November 7, 1997. meeting, the Commission ruled as rollows: On the first 
issue. the Commission authorized intrastate rate reduc11ons to allow e ligible consumers 
to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support W 11h respect to the second issue, lhe 
Commission decided to not set up a state Lifeline program lo funJ further reductions a1 this 
time On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
$'3.50 reduction of focal rates to low income OJStomers age 60 and over. The Commission 
further ruled tha1 the South Dalt.eta Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Comm1ss1on ordered that staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form 
for self-certification; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1. 
1998, and thereafter. to all new OJStomers; and that the carriers make the forms available 
to any person °' entity upon request. On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
earner be required to file with the FCC the information demonstrating that the carriers plan 
meets the Jpphcable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the 
Commission Further, that the carriers include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number or subscribers who receive Urerine and Lm.k Up support_ 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
hearings, the Commission makes the followmg Findings or Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current slate Lifeline program ts rererred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP). The current slate Link Up program ls referred to as the Link Up America program 
The Commission implemented these programs in the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its Oec1s1on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued in Docket F-3703. lo the Maller 
of the 1ovestigatioo ioto lrnolemeotation of a I ~IIDQJJ.e Ass1s.Joce Piao for South Dakota 
~.!D.fil. Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. Isl, at pages 1-2. 

II 

The amount or TAP assistance is $7 00, $3.50 of wt11ch 1s rederally funded, with the 
remaining $3 50 funded by the local telecommunications Cilmer. Jg. at page 3. Although 
U S WEST was Ol'1ginally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that right in Docket F -3647 -8. lo the Matter of the Publjc Utdities 
Comm1ss100 tnvestigahon into the Ettects of l!lll...198§ Tax Reform Act on south Dakota 
Ulilili.e.:i Exhibit 5. In order to receive the TAP assistance. a member ol the household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and participate in either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2. 

Ill 

The Link Up America program provides assistance in an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a max.imum of 
$30.00. J.sj. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purpo!:'3S (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older). J.s1 The Link Up program is funded entirely out of federal funds. Jg. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
45, la the Matter of Eedefal-State Joint Board on Universal Service. adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning January 1. 1996, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1.75 in federal support 
if the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline support in an amo1Jnt equal lo one-half the 
amount of any state Llfelfne support (not to exceed $7 .00) is also available. J.sj. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction in the telecommunications carriers service corYleClion charges equal to one hall 
of the carrier's customer connection charge or $30.00, whichever Is less. 47 C F.R § 
54.41 3(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program. a 
consumer 1s eligible for support if the consumer participates in one of the following 
programs: Mediand, food stamps; Supplemental Secunty Income; federal public housing 
assistance: ex the Low-Income Home E.nergy Assistance Program 47 C.F R. §§ 54 409(b) 
and 54.415(b) In addition, if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a customer 
must cenity under penalty Of perjury tnat Ille customer Is receiving benehts from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the carrief if the o.JStomer ceases to participate 
in such program or programs J.i;t 

VII 

The first ,ssue 1s whether the Commission should awove intrastate rate redudions 
10 allow consumers eligible for Lifeline support to receive the add1hona1 $1 .75 in federal 
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support. The Commission findS that 11 shall authonze intrastate rate reductions for ehg1ble 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange sen11ce to allow eligible 
consumers to receive lhe additional $1.75 in federal support. Thus, the total amount of 
federal support is S5.25 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue 1s wheU'ler the CommisslOll should set up a stale Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions in the intrastate rare paid by the end user The Commission 
finds 1t will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify or eliminate lhe existing Ufehne program or 
Link Up program Wdh respect to the existing lifeline program. the Commission finds that 
it shall efim~e the exist.ing TAP program that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S W EST exchanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low income 
customers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds lhat the South Dakota lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules $ti 47 U.S.C §§ 54 400 to 54.417. 
The effect of follvwing lhe FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions l s 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certif1cation requi rements will apply to the 
South Dakota l ifeline and Unk Up programs tn addition. the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the earners, develop a standard form for self­
certification. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer prior to January 1, 
1998 The carriers shall a lso send a form to each of their new customers Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue 1s whether the Comm1ss1on should file, or 1n lhe altemattve. require 
lhe carrier to file informatt00 w,th lhe fund administrator S,sw. 47 C F.R § 54.401 (d). The 
Comn11ss,on finds the cam8fs shall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
lhe camel's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the camer send an informational 
copy to the Commission The earners shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Ufehne and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Cofmiission has )Urisd1ct1on over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-3 1, 
specifically 49-31-11, 49-31-3, 49-31·7, 49-31 -7 1, 4S.3 1-11. 49-31-12 1, 49-3 1-12. 2 and 
12 4, and 47 CF R §§ 54 400 to 54.417 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F R. § 54.403(a), the Commission authorizes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommunications companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support 

Ill 

The Commission aeclines to Institute a stale L1fehne program to fund further 
reductions al this lime. The existing South Dakota Lifeline and Ur ~ Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C §§ 54.400 to 54.417, Inclusive, on 
Janua,y 1. 1998. The Commission staff, in consultalion with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for self-<:ert.lfication. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each or their new 
customers. Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuant lo 47 C.F.R § 54.401 (d). the Commission finds the earners shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating lhal the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the camer send an informational copy lo the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in I.heir annual report to th9 Commission the number of 
subscribers who receive Ltfehne and Link Up support 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers lo receive the additional $1.75 in federal support, and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund further reduclions at this time: and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission shall ehminale the existing TAP 
p(ogtam. that the South Dakola Lifeltne and Link Up programs follow lhe FCC rules: that 
the Commission staff. 1n consultation w,th the carriers, develop a standard form for setr­
cen1rical1on. that the carriers shall send tll8Se forms lo all of their customers prior to 
January 1. 1998; that the earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers: 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request: and 
II IS 



FURTHER ORDERED. that the carrier shall fife with the FCC the infoonation 
demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an ,nf'onnatlonal copy to U,e Commission The earners shall also Include In their 
amual report to the Commission the number of subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, thts J,fr',i,day of November. 1997. 

CEJU'1AC.&TE or SEJMCE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION: 
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