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DOCKET 
TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

OATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97-076 ~'°"by.Journey Telecom ln1ern100na1, Inc: 101 • Cerllllcale or Au\llonty 10 operate as 1 111 .. commuNCallOns coml)llny 
wthln tho smte ol Soutti Dakota (Stall: TSITZI 06/13.,97 07/07197 

Applic:abOn by Calls for Le5$, Inc dlblll Cfl IOI a Cerllllcall ol Authority 10 operate as a 1efecommunicallon1 a>mpany WlllWn 

TC97--091 
Iha 11111 of South Dakota (Stall TSITZ) Applicant I H Q authotfy 10 Of10tl\llt and lltm"lf'IIII "inlrll$111t r>ITIILA TA Ind 

06/17~7 07/07197 lnletlATA calls of b<niiness and res.ldentaal eustomors, 10 operate as a Travel and OabC (Prepaid Callng) Card reseller, and 
lo DIOlllde COCOTICOPT serke . 

Api)l,caoon by Cl)'Slal Communlc;abOns, Inc for a Cer11t1ca1, of Auttionty to operate a a telecommunocaoon1 comp.any Wlth,n 

TC97-IOJ 
the stal.o ol Sou111 Dakota {Stall TSITZ) Appljc:ant seeu alllhomy to p,CMde local telecommunocalions aerv,ctt and 06r19,97 07~7'97 IIIIA!fexcllange lelec:ommunlcallOOS IM!MCeS The Appka111.w1 not offer any IOcal lelecommuniC'abOnS serv,ces WIIIWI a Ru,al 
Telenhone Comn11nv seMCe area withOUI see"""' $8""tale Comm,ss,on • ·~-

Appkaoon by Ouinlolco, Inc:. IOI a Cerllllcato ol AU1IIOnly to of)ef»la u a lelecommunlcalions comPilny Wllhon me ttal~ ol Soulh 
Oakola (Staff TSITZ) Appl,cant ·,ntonds to subscnbo 10 and 111011 an IOffllS ol lntot·<'•t hange and lntra-ei cn1nge 

TC97-104 101econvnutw:a110nS SGMCes n Ille state of Soul!\ Dakcca. ~ local dial ion. .. II/ices P.iffsaot T el• l)l>on• SeMCe Wide 06119,97 07/07197 
Alea Telephone SeNoe. WATS-W<e seMCOS lete,grt erchange MMCe, pnvalt lontt Cle kits access seMta, cenut11 seMta. 
local swrtched seMCe and other seMCes and faol.Cle$ ol c:c,. ,nul'liCIIIOns common carriers and OU.. enblies • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

ln11asllltc Telept,one Coml)'lny Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214(e} and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby 11ekldeiagna110n as .an el,glble 
1elecommun1ca110ns earner Wllh,n the local e1ch1nge areas thal con5lltllte Its SOl'IIC.e ar.a ,n South Da\ ota 11\lfll~lilte 
TelophOne Company is the raotJCes-t>ased local orchange earner p,euntly p,ovcng focal e1chang11e111commun11:aoon1 

TC97-071 serw:es ,n tne lotloMng exchanges ,n Sou1h Oakola 8nldley (7114), CIIS!l.ewood (793), Cla1k (532), f lorenct (759) Ha)'II (793) 
Luke Nordon (78S). Waubay (Q, 7), Webster (3, S), Willow Lako (625) and 8 f)'an1 (620) ln1tn111e Telephone Cornoony to 

05 13,'97 01/01197 

ca knowledge. e Ille only cam.t today p,OW!Jng local e• chango telecommunil:abOns seMCtl In Iha above tdenbfled erchangt 
arn~ 1Staff HllNCI 
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TC97,078 

TC97 oao 

TC97 -081 

TC97,083 

TC1 

TC! 

TC97,08' 

TC97.085 

lnterstale TelecommunocallOOS Cooperawe. Inc purwanl 10 '7 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR ~ 201 nereby seeks dMOgnlllon 
as on el/glble telecommuntca110n1 earner Wllhin 11,e local er ct,ange areas 1ha1 cons1t1ute IIS serwe area rn Sou111 Dakota 
lnl«lla:a TolocommunieabOM Coopt1111111e is the laalilles-bned local e, change carrier prn<!nlly pr0111CJ.ng local e, change 
lelecommunicallOn, ••rvices on the l0IIDW1ng ekchanges tn South Dakota Go- (795). Clear Loke (874) Gary (272) 
Es:ellne (873), Brandl (878) Astona (832) Toronto (79') . w eu Htn<l•lclls (479) Elkton (~2J WIide (629) 8100""(11 Rural 
(693). Sffllli (826), Nund~u11and (SeG), Wentwonh (483) and Che1ter (489) lnter$1ato TolecommunocollOns CooPttroll\le 
to ,ts knowledge IS the only earner todaf prOV!dlng local uc:l>ange lelocommuntc:allOns HMCM on the at,o,,e ldtnutled 
e,change areas (Sien HBll(C 

Wesi RM,, Cooc,era:r,o Telephone Company purwant to 47 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR 54 lOt her•by seeks dt~nallOn as 
an c'9ble tolecommunlcallOns c11111er Wllll•n 1110 IOClll o•cMngo arua that con1111uto «.. seMCe arH on South Dakota West 
RNer Telephone ,s lhe l~basc!d loa!l e•chango earner pr~sendy p,0111CJ,ng local e•ch1nge lel11communcauoos utM<''IS 
"'l7le lollov,,ng elldlanges Boon (2'4) Buffalo (37S) Camc,Croo~ {60!,.797) oOd (406 972) Meadow (788) a1111 Sorum (866) 
West RNef Telephone 10 u knowledge • Ille only urner t0'1ny CH0111Cl,ng local e, change lel&eornmunoc.itiol'ls seMCes"' lht' 
above ldenllfied 'l1ch1noe a11u (Stan Hen<c· 

Stalew Telecomrnul'ca~. In(; P<1rsuan1 to '7 u SC 21'{• ) ano 47 CFR ~ 201 lltrtby setu des,gnnon as an ellg,ble 
1elocommunicll110ns earner Within lhc local cu change artH 1no1 con,111uto Ila seMCe area ,n South D1ko1a S101ehne ,s lhe 
laCll,Ues-based loclll e,change earner p,esenlly prowling loc:• I 11.1th11nge 1olec:ommu111C.1110ns MINICH in the loUOWlnQ 
eichanges Newel (456}. Nw.l•nd 125n nno Lemmon (60S.374) a1111 (701 ·376) S1111i.ne 10 It) knowtedgt ~ the only carr,er 
today p,0111Cl,ng local cnehango 1rt1KOmmun;ca110M seNICH "' tne above ldel\bll1KI e, ch~ng• ~,ea~ !Slall HB'l<C 

Accenl Cornmun1Co110n1 Inc pursuant 10 '7 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR 5• 201 hrrnt,y $&~ks des,gn1t10n os un ehU1ble 
1tlecommunoca110ns earner w,thln the loc:al u chango areas that con$1iluto o HMCe ~re~ Acc ent is the l11CIMIIS-b.ne<1 
e1chonge caroor proser lly prollld,ng local e• thang111~t11communlCllllon1 services on tho lol!OWl"IJ o, c11ango1 Bm.101 (492) 
Ootano (635). Fredencl< 1:"29) Hecia (994) Nonh Heel• (701·992t ano Mellen, (887) A«en1 10 cs l.nowlt<1g1 IS the only 
carnar !Oday PIOYICl,ng local e, thange 1111ecommunc11:1ons MINICH on !he ebOVe ldMbf.id r,., change areas {Stan HBICH: 

.JMnes ValleyCooperatr.• Telephone Company pursuant to '7 U SC 21'(• ) and '7 CFR ~ 201 hereby seeu des,gnallOn 
os an eligible 101,communlcollons carrier WJthln tne loc:al d•Cllonga ~ru~ 1/111 coM111u1e 11s 101\,ce area in Soutn Dakora 
James van.-, Cooperatllle Tettpl\OM Comoany .. tile laaloSIH t>llsed .,, change , .,,..., ll'll•nlly CXO\OCUlg loc:111 eicnange 
1.elecommun.cabOM serw:os u, tho lollowmg e1chang1111n Soutn Dakota Andover (298). Clar•mont (294) Columtu (31Hl) 
COf1CM (382) Fffllfr( (39S). Gtoton (397) Houghton (S85) and Turton (897> JarM$ Vall•y Cooper• W• Telephone Compatny 
10 rts knowtodge, IS tho only c11rier 1oc:t1y cxowl.ng loe.tl o,thange t~letommunaca11011, M.'MCe< lfl the ,uov~ ldenbfiC!fl 
e , c.hange a1eas~ff HBIC 

Heartland Commuruc:auons. Inc pUrsuant 10 '7 USC 21• (•) alld '7 CFR 54 201 hereby ,euu dellgnauon as • n ehg,ble 
1elee4mmun1c:auons ca1ner wlUlin 111t '°"I H~angt 1reas 1h11 consllltne Ill ieMCI area on South Da,oUt HearUand 
Communic:allOnS ,s ll>e la~,ba$0d local or th1nge camor presenUy prolllding local u chnnge lelecommun1,;11uon1 seMCes 
,n the lollowlng e.1c11anges in South Dakota PtatteiG.o«les (3371 H.al11and CommunlCaUOM 10 IIS k.nowtl'dge II the only 
c,ima1 loday P'WfOO IO!i"I er c;h1mgo 1olocomrmrnat,qn1 HMC!1 on IM a!!OVe !f!1tnbf,Nj it•CM!!Q~ 111011 (Sl~lf H · 
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0616!,7 07.1)79J 

061697 070797 

06 17,'i' 07,0197 

06 1~9- 010;,9, 
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lltoslate Tolopho<lo Company, Inc pursuant IO 47 U S.C. 214(e) a.nd 47 CFR S4.201 hereby seeks de!llgn•tion as en ellglblo 
t111ecofflmunlcations canie1 ...uw, lhe local exchange aieas !hat consaute ts~ area In South Oakota ,1«1state Telephone 
Company i!. lho fac:illlSes-based local exchaoge carriet pcesenUy pco-.idlmg local excheoge telecommunications seMees in lhe 

TCl7.oe& follow4og e.,c/\aogos 1n South oa~ot.i: Academy (726), Otfmont (779). Fl Thompson. (245), Gann Vall8y (293), Kimball (778), 
Now Holland (243), Pukwana (894), Stiekney (73.2) and While Lake (249) Midstate Telephone Company. to Ill knowledge, 

06117197 07/07197 

rs the only ca~, today ptO\&g local o.rchnnge teleeommunlcations services In the ebovu ldenofled e•change areas (Staff 
H8/C'li) 

Baille: Telecom Coope111trv~ pursuant to 47 U S.C 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 hereby aeeks desiona11<>n os an uhg,ble 
tel«ximmU!llca~ c:amer Wltlwl the local • •change a1eas that consll!Ute 115 $<!Mee area 8at11c Telecom Cooperatrve IS the 

TC97,087 lacilltJes-ba$ed local exchange cainer pcesently p,01/ld,ng local oxct\ange talecommunicaoons sor.nces In tho tollowvig 
exchanges Balt>c (529) and Crooks (543). Balllc Telecom Cooperative, to 11$ know1edge. ls the only carrier today pcOVlding 
local IO<chanae telecommunications services In the above iden6fied e•chanao areas. (StaJj Hf!" ,Cl 

06t17197 07/07197 

East Plains Telecom, Inc pursuant to 47 U.S.C 214(1) and 47 CFR S4 201 '1ereby neks designabOn as a11 ebg,ble 
telecommurucations earner ....;m., the local excnaoge areas that comtltuto Its sorw;e uea East Plains Telecom, Inc IS tho 

TC97-088 fac,hbes•basod local exchange earner presenUy prowling local exchange telecommunications seMCes In the roUowing 
oltChanges Ak:es1er (934) Hudson (9~). and EaSI Hudson (712-982) East Ptalm Teleeom l11c . to 4s l<nowfedge, ls tho only 

06/17197 07/07197 

cart1il t lodav 010Vld10!1 local e_1chaMe 1etecommurucatio11s s.tMColS m the above idenofllOd e.xchallQe areas (StaN HBIKCI 

West,om Telephone Company pursuant to 47 USC. 214{e) and '7 CFR 54 201 hereby soc)ls designatJon as an et,gible 

TC97-089 
lclecommuricaliOns came,...,., Ille local e.t:hange area$ 11\81 CO<l$UU!a cs seMCe area in South Oakota Westem Telephone 
s thO ·lacil(ies-based local exchange ca mer pcasenUy pcovicl,ng local u chango telecommunications &eMces in the follOWlllfl 06117197 07/07197 
e<thangos. Cresbard (324). Faulk1011 (598) and Orient (392). Western Telephone. to Its knowledge. ls the only earner today 
010.,....,nn toe.it o•cha""e telocommutllcations MlMC,es In the above idcnb6od exchange areas (Staff HBi'l<C) 

Stockholm-Strandburg Telepho11e Company pursuant to 47 USC 21 <1(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designab011 os 
an eligible t.olecommunleaoons camer w,thlll the local exchange areas that constJtute 11s serw;e area in South Oakota. 

TC97.o90 StOCl<llolm ,s the laolitJes.based local erchange ciuner p<estnUy prowling local oxcnange telecommu111Caco11s serw;es"' tho 06i17197' 07/07197 following exchanges m South Oakota· Stoekholm-Strandburg (678, ROl/lllo (623) and South Shore (756). Stockholm, to Its 
imawfodge. lS rho only earner !Oday p,OVlding IOC81 e,rchango 1elecomrnunlcaeons sel'IIICl!S In the above idenbllod orcllange 
areas IS1al1: HBIKC) 

KeMeboc Telephono Co pursuant to , 7 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designalkm as an eligible 
telecommunlcall<>ns earner W1ttu11 the local c<ehango areas thar COn,",=ute tts sell/lee area In South Oakota KeMebec 

TC97,092 TeleP')ooe Co ,s tho la~nes-based local uchonge carrier p,esontly PfOVldong local exchange reloccmmunkaoons serw;es 06/18197 07/07197 
11 the followtng exchanges KoMeboc (869) and Pro&ho (895) Kennebeo Tolepho110 Co • to its know1edge, is tho only carrier 
todav oroVldlno local 01char,ge telocommur•caOOns stlMCes in the above ldenetled erchanoe areas (StaN. HBICH) 

Jellerson Tolepl'lone Co . Inc. pursuont 10 , 1 U S.C 214(0) ond 47 CFR S<1 201 hereby seeks des,gnallOn as an eligible 
telacommuoic:abons ca,ner wrthln the fcieat exchange aroas that conststute ICS seMCt area lo Soutl\ Ookota Jefferson 

TC!17-093 Telephone Co .. Inc Is the lacililies-bastd local exchange c.imer p,u&ntly pcovid11111 local exchange telocommunlellllOns 06/18197 07/07197 
:seMOos lrl tile f°"°"1ng exchange. Jotterson (966). JeNorson Telephone Co . Inc.. to tis knowledge. IS the only carrier today 
"'m"'11nn local 01cha""e tetecon,munlc:aoons services In the aboVI! ldentinl!d orchanoe a,-.. /Stall· MA.rHI 
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Sully Buttes Tel··phone Cooperalive, Inc purwanl ID 47 USC 2 1"(e) a'ld 47 CFR S-4 201 hereby seeks des,gnatiOn as an 
eto,o'e telecommu!w:allos ca,ne, Wllh,n ine local ••change areas that com.QMo 11s seMCe area Sully Buttes Telephone IS 
the fac,hbes-based local et change ca11oe1 p,esenrly p,ov,d,ng lcxal erchange relecommunH:abOns r.,11w:es in tile lollow,119 

TC97,094 o•cha!VJOS West Onda ~ ). ~" (266) Sen&ca (436), Tolstoy (442). Onaka (447) WesSAngton (458) Lallglo1d (491) 06' 19"97 07/07197 
Rosholt (537) Tulare (596), Highmore (85.2). kanOld (875) , Ree He,ghts (943) HOiien (948) Blunl (962) and Ea$! Onde (973) 
Sully 8ut!es Telephone lo cs~ 5 lhe Wf earner today p,<Md,ng loc.ll erehange 1elecommun1e1110ns seMCH on me 
above ldenb!led a.chanoe areas (StaN HBICHI 

Venture CommunieallOns. Inc pursuant lo 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR $4 201 IIO!eby IOOka d1tlllgna110n as 1n eligible 
telocommunielllOns canl4!r Within the local e1change oreas Iha! cons11tU1e i1s sennco area VenlUle CommunH:ar.on, ,a the 
lacll,Ul!S-based local l!Jchange carner presenUy prov,d,ng local u change 1etecommu111C11110ns seMC.s on the lollowmg 

TC97-095 e1ch1nges Onida (258) Bo'Ndle (285) Roscoe (287) P,erpont (325), enaon (448) 811110n NO (701-4'3) Roslyn (486) 06 19 97 07 07197 
W~ S~ (539). Selby (649), Gettysburg (765) and LobanGn (768) Ven1u,e Co1nrnut\1Cilll0ns to A, lrnowledge IS 
the only carrier tO<Jay p,ovtd,ng locol e1thange 1elecommunoe11b0ns r.eMCes tn rho al>Ovc ldenbfil!d e, chnngo areas (St3tl 
HBICH) 

SANCOM lnC J)UIIUant lo 47 USC 2 14(el afld 47 CFR 54 201 he11r,y seei.s des,gnabon as an ehg.ble 1elecommunoea11005 
ca1ne1 W1INn the IGCal exchange aren that con$~1U1o 11& seM<lO 11ea in Souin Oak'ota SANCOM is the laC11JUes-ba~e<1 loca1 

TC97 -096 eXChange earner presently prow.llng locul e1ch8nge teleeommull!Clltrons seNICes ,n the lollow,ng &,c11anoa1 in Soulh Oak'ola 06 19117 07/07197 
Wotst,,y (883) Parkston (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOM to IIS lrnowlt!Clge d the only came, today p,o"'lling local e, chang~ 
telecommuNabOns seMUs on the abo';e identlfi<td e, c,,anqe areas (SlaN HBICHJ 

Sanborn Telephone Cooperawe pu~uanr to 47 USC 214(e) and C7 CF'R 54 201 hereby ,eels de1'gnat>on a, an et,g1ble 
tolecommunlCabOns u1ner Wllhln the lcxal e• chanoe oraa1 that cons111u1e n1 sel\'IC~ a,u on South Oa'<Ota Sanborn 

TC97 097 Telephone ,s lh11 l11~MOd IOcal e• ChllnO• c1rne1 p,esen1,y prOYldong local e, change 111oc0tnmunoea110ns ~erw:et on the 06 19 9~ o;,111.w 
lollGwing @• Changes on South Oa~ot.l Ethan (227) Ml Vernon (236) Leicher 12• &1 Forestbu1g (495) AAHolln (527) 
Woonsock.t,t (7Ge) and All)ffla (849} Sanl#n Telephone to G , nowledge is the onl, came, today pro'll(J,ng f<>c.11 e, ch~nge 
tolocommun1Cab0n1 sennces In t/11! abOvt ldenbfK!<I 01channe are111 (Slllll HBICHi 

Be1e,sford l ,'iuroapal Telephone Co puBUant to 47 USC 21 4(eJ and • 7 CFR 54 201 neret,y 1teu d@11gnab0n •• an ei,,J,ble 
lole<:ommunocaoons earner W'IM lhe toal e, e1>ange areas 111a1 consllMe lb seMCe area on South 01101~ Be,.,.IOld Tel 

TCll7 0118 IS II*~ b.lstd IGCal o , c'lange earner presently pr°""""O ICXlll e>ehange ttle<:Gmmunoc:• IIO<>s r.&f\"Ce. wt !he tollow,ng 06 19~7 07,1)7'97 
e, chango Bc10,101d (763) B1treslord Tel , 10 ll'l knowledge 15 !hi! only earner today prOllld'"II local e, chango 
1elecommun1CJ1tions sel"1CH 1n 1116 abov~ ldonufied ,uchano~ areas IS1All HBll<Cl 

RObe11S County l ~ C-alM! M>Oaa»I Pll™J• nl lo 41 U SC 214(e) and 47 C~R ~ 201 nereby sttks de"ijnar.on 
H an tl,g1ble ltlecommunoe..llOI\S arner Wlhn the k>Ciil erchllngo a,eas Utal Cc>MMu11 its serw:e • rea Robens County 

TC97 099 
Telepnone Coope1a1r,o Alsoo.oon IS tho laCllll)e, bated k>cal eachange c,1111,11 presenUy prom ,og local cichBl"J• 

0619117 OH)7197 tolocomrou,-00/\s seMcOS III ltwl tot!owvlg ercnangea North Nuw E11'ngton NO (701 -634), New Effington ttl37) and Cf11110 
Ctty (652) Roberts County TelephOne Coopeniwe As'IOClabOn to lb lrnowledge IS Int> only earner lod•y p,cr,,d,ng IGCal 
f!•t h .. nne tl!ll!COfflmunoealllC)ns ... MCtt on thl' •bOllt lC!entJied e• eha- e area\ ,s,.n He,,(CI 
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RC Commun1C1110os l l>C l)Ul'IU8nt to 47 U S.C 21 4(1) a11d 47 CFR 64.20 1 hereby ,eeic. dttlignallOn aa an o11Q,b4t ~--lhe local ill~ ar-thal--....n MMCt area RC Communle8IIOM IS 11M IICIIIIIH-

Tce1. 100 basod local el.Change ca,rtilr p,ttenuy p,O\'ldlng toc1t 11ch1"1)1 tet.c:ommun.c1110n1 StMCta ,n tho follow;ng e.rehaogn 06119'97 07/07/97 Not1h Vt bltfl NO (701-634) Wilmot (933) P- (932). Veblen (738) and 5'l!nmtl (398) RC CommunicaDOns 10 its 
~nOW!Odgt , IS the only corner IOday p10Vlding tout H Change t,tecommunlC1tlons HMCH III Iha aboYt ldennfltd eachango 
IJH~ ISIIIH H811<CI 

Splrt1ock PtOl)C!1'11eS 11\C l'llflUanl 10 47 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CfR S4 201 hereby Mteks dn,gn111c>n a, 1n ellg,IAt 
totecommunocallOns urner Within lhe local e~chango areas 111,t const11U1@ 115 MIMCO area Ill South Dakota Spllllock 

TC97-101 
Prot)efleS Inc 11 ~ ta~sed local e• changt ca,ner p1esenUy p10llldlng local e,Changt 1,1ecommunoc111ion1 HMCH 

06 11Mi7 07/07197 ., tne lolowlng n changes on Soutll Dakota Howard/Ca Mago (n2J alld Oldham/Ramona (482) Sp14t,ocll ProP<lrtrM Inc 
lo u lnowledgo • the only , · · •, today P,CJIIOl19 loc:III H change te'ecommunocuons stMCff ., !ht above odenn.t,od 
etchanoo oroas (Stan HSii<CI 

Sl)k10CI< Tetecomc:ocx,.,aM Inc: pu,sw1nt to 47 USC 2 t4(t ) end • 7 CFR S4 201 nertby seeks design1110n as 10 ellg:t,40 
tetecommunoations c.1ner WChln !111 local • • change a,1u lhat constitute till .. MC, 11u Splrtiock Telecom COQ9tf1lll'Vt 

TC07· 102 
Inc ~ lne lacol4ies-based local ea change came, p,nenlly p,OVldinQ local trehangt tetecommurucaltOnS StMCts 1n the 06.119197 07/07,07 
lollowino ueh1oges B11ndon (~ .2) and Garretson (60S.59") and {!>07-597) Spllt/OC~ Telecom CooperatMt Inc to IIS 
l<nowiedge. is Ille only carne, toda)' p,CMd.ng local eachange ltltc:ommun.c:atiOM IIMCts on Ille above ldenDfled u change 
areas (Stall HM<Cl 

Tri-County Telecom Inc pu1,uant to 47 U SC 2 14(t ) and , 7 CFR 5' 201 he,et,y sttkS des,gna!IOn as an eMgoi>te 
tetec:ommun,canons ea rner WIIIMn tile loc:III exchange aren lhat conSlltute itl IAfW:t area In South 0 1kot1 To.County 

TC07· 105 
Telecom, Inc os lhe laQWes.based local uchano• came, p,"'ntly p,O'<l'idlng loca1 o changt ttlecommunlc:1110n1 seNlcn 06/IOW 07107/97 
1n the lollOWlftO u ehanges in South Oako~ . Ct.~on (825) and Ernery (443) Tn.County Telecom. Inc . 10 u ~now1td01, rs 
the on.ty carrier today p<OVldinO local e.111:nange teltcommunlcetions sel\'lees in the above idenblied erchange area., (SIIII 
HB.ICHI 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

u S WEST CommunocallOns, Inc Ned 10, •pp,oval by lht Com""5S>On 1111 T)'PI I Pao,no Agreemont betwHn KJMI Mot,,le 
Paging and US WEST "TlwAgraement WilS raac:t141d tlvo...,11 voluntary negob.lllons Without rtl0<1 to mtdlanon or 11D1111non 
11111 is 1ubm11ted lot app,oval pursuant to Sec:1lon 25.2(t ) of lhe Communic:atK>ns Ac1 of 1934 as amended by the 

TC97 079 Telec:ommunlcar.>111 Act ot 1998 KJAM Moble Pag.ng and US WEST turlh<tr requKI !hat !he Comminlon app,ovt lhlS 061111J117 07/07197 
Agrttmtnt WIIIIOUI I htanng and W1111out al1o,,,,w,g the 111terven110n ot other pa(l)e1 8tcaUH U. Agttement was reaehtd 
through IIOlunta,y ~tlonl. • does not ralu '""" requinng a htarlno and does not concern OChtr Pllrbot not a pan ot Ille 
n..,obaoons I' """"JOOus annrovat would tuMtt !ht nublle onte1es1 • 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

U S WEST CommunicabOnl Nod tariff SllHts lh<1t remove relerenca to uehlnges lhat nave been sold by U S WEST The 
TC97.QS2 » te was elfoell'Ve June I . I 997 In adddion lhi. ftling Includes aomt tort changes ind ctean,up ~•ms U S WEST has 06/17197 NA 

,-un• .... an ftlled!Yt, date or June I 100, lo,""""""" I Staff n •""'.HI 
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA I East Pla,!1$ T~h,com, Inc gn Jun11 13, 1997 I NA. I NA 
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So«tiiZ>~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
SUic C•pnol !llllldlng. ,oo E&l l CApitol twenu~. Piem, Soulh Ouoca 57501-5070 

October 1. 1997 

Mr Richard O Coll 
ExeculJve Oirector 
SOITC 
P. 0 Box57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE Eligible Telecommunlcations <Amer appl,Qllon, TC97--086 
Midstate Telephone Company, Inc 

Dear Mr Coit: 

Th above-referenced appfation has been revtewed by tile staff of the Publ1C Util1tles 
Commission The follow\ng additk>nal information is needed in order for the Commission to 
consider lhls appliail.lon 

1 Pursuant to 47 CF R. 54. 101(11)(4), smgle-pany serviee or 115 fur.etior\11 equlvalen t musl 
be made aVlllable by an Eligible TetecommunlcallOns <Amer (ETC) to receive uniYerlat 
HMCC support m«h!!ll!WlS Does the above-referenced company have tlvs service? 

2 Pursuant 10 47 CF R. 54 405 and 54 411, Lifeline and Unk Up services must be made 
available by an ETC to quaNfying low-Income consu~ ers Does the appfteanl company, as 
referenced abOlre, make lhese seMCes available to qualifying consumers? 

3 Please provide a venricat,on by an a~ed of[oeer, under oath, lo the Commist,on an 
which lhe applicant repteS«llS to lhe Comrnwon 1ha1 the fads stated in the Request for ETC 
Oeslgn.it,on and the resporise to data request nos. 1 and 2, above, are truthful. 

Please respond by Oclober 14, 1997 Upon rOQIPI of lhis ,nform;,tJOn, II will be evaluated by 
staff and the matter WIii be scheduled for oonSlderation by lhe Comm,u,on Thank you for 
your attention to this matter 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONL V MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
OAl<OTA 

ety, ! 
}~~.-~ 

on Hoseck 
S11tf Attorney 

cc Har1an Best 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR ANO NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS I OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97--068 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97~9 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE TC97-07.0 
COMMUNICATIONS, lt~C. 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-071 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VA.LL.EV TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-073 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-074 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-075 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-0n 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS TC97.078 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

TC97-080 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY } 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

I 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97...0S5 

TC97-087 

TC97-G88 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97-093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97.096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97-097 
) 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-1 13 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97-115 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE TC97-117 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY TC97•121 

3 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
l 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/B/A ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. OFBIA 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

WEST RIVER 
COOPERATIVE 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
l 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154i 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Dakota Pubhc Utilities Comm1SS1on (Commission) recelVed requests from 
ihe above capttoned telecommunications companies requesting des1gna11on as eligible 
telecommunications earners 

The Comm1SS10n electronically iransmitted notice of the filings and the intervention 
deadlines 10 interested 1nd1v1duals and enttttes On June 27, 1997. the Commission 
received a Pet1hon 10 Intervene from Dakota Telecommurucat1ons S)slems, Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom, Inc (DTI) With reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15. 1997. at 11s regularly scheduled meeting, lhe Commission granted 
intervenuon to DTS and DTI 1n Docket TC97-075 No other Pehl.Jons to Intervene were 
filed 

The COOYTllSsion has JUllsdlClJOn over this matter pursuant to SOC:. Chapters 1 -26 
and 49 31 . 1nclud1ng 1-26-18. t -26-19 49-3 1-3, 49-31 -7 , 49-31 -7 1, 49-31-11 . and 47 
use § 2 14(e)( 1J through (Sl 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows (1 ) whether the above capuoned 
telecommunicauons companies should be granted des1gna11on as eligible 
1elecommumcat1ons camers. and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Commission 



A heanng shall be held at 1 30 P M., on Wednesday, November 19, 1997, 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due process rights shall be forfeited 
if not exercised at the hearing If you or your reprnsentatlve fa il to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided. rf any. dunng the hearing 0< a Final Oeosion may ~ issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. After the hearing the Commission will t if'IS1der all evidence 
and testimony Iha:! W"'aS presented at the heanng. The Commission wdl then enter Findings 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligib le 
telecommunications carrier. and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommunications carriers The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. II is therefore 

ORDERED that a heanng shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted deslgnation as eligible telecommunications earners. and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications carriers. 

Pursuant ·to the Americans with Oisa.bilities Act, this hearing 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Ulllihes Commission at 1-SQO. 
332-1782 at least 48 hours poor to the heanng If you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, lh1s 

CERllf'ICAll: ~ $ERVIC£ 

~FICIAl SfAI. 

. -ri 
'J day of November, 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Executive Director 
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THE PUBL I C UTILlTIBS COMM ISSION 
OF THB STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

I N THE HATTER OF THE PI LINGS BY THE 
4 FOLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNI CATIONS 

COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATI ON AS 
5 ELIGIBLE TELECOMM UNI CATIONS CARRI ERS: 

6 VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

7 GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUN ICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE , I NC. 

8 
VALLEY CABLE , SATELLITE 

9 COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

1 0 VALLEY TELECOMM UNI CATIONS COOPERATIVE 
ASSOCI ATES, I NC. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

~OUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

PORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

I NTRASTATE TELEPHONE CO~ PA NY 
15 COOPERATIVE , INC . 

,6 INTERSTATE TELECOMM UNICAT I ONS 
COOfERATIVE. I NC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
:1 8 COMPANY 

19 STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

20 ACCENT COMM UNI CATIONS, lNC. 

21 JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELE PHONE 
COMPANY 

22 

2 3 

2 4 

HEARTLAND COMMUNI CATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. I NC. 

BALTIC TEI.ECOH COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM. I NC. 

) 
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2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

STOeKHOLH-STRAN DBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KE NNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

S JEF FERSON TELEPHONE CO . . I NC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

7 
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9 

10 

11 

VENTUR£ CO MM UNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOH, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 
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13 RC CO MM UNlCATlONS, I NC . 

14 SPLTTROCK PROPERTIES, lNC . 
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16 TRl-COUNTY TELECOM, I NC. 

17 PAITH MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

19 

BRIDGEWATER CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
20 TELEPHONE COMPANY 

21 UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELE PHONE 
COMPANY 

23 
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KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

BROOKINGS MUNI CIPAL TELEPHONE 
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2 HANSON CO MMONlCATIONS INC., 0/B/A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RI VER TEL- CO MM UNICATIONS 

4 COOPERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATIONS CO. 
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P B Q c E E P I N G $ l 

2 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . We'll go a he a d a nd gee 

I'll begin the hearing f or the dockets 

4 relating to the eligible tele communic a tions c arrJers 

5 designation. The time is approximately 1 :50. The date 

6 is Novembe r 19, 1997; and t h e loca tion of the hearing 

7 is Room 41 2, State Cap itol , Pierre, South Da ko t a. 

8 I am Jim Burg, Commi ss ion Cha irman. 

9 Commissioners Laska Schoenfelder and Pa m He lson are 

10 also present. l' m presiding o ver this hearing. The 

11 hearing wa s noticed pursu ant to the Commission 's Or der 

12 For and Not1ce of Hearing issued November 7, 1997. 

13 

1 4 follo ws: 

The i ssues a t this hearing shall be as 

One , whethe r the requesting 

15 telecommunications compa ny shou ld ue g r anted 

16 designation as eligible telecommunicat ions c arriers; 

17 and. two, what s erv ice areas sh a ll be established by 

18 the Commission. 

19 All parties ha v e the r ight to be present and 

20 to be represented by an attorney. All persons so 

21 testifying wi ll be s worn in and s ubject to 

22 croos- examinat1on by the parties. The Commission's 

23 final decision may b e appealed by the parties to th~ 

2 4 State Ci rcu i t Cou rt and the State Supreme Cou r t. 

25 Rolayne Wiest will a ct as Commlssion 



6 

l counsel. She ma y prov1de recommended rulings on 

2 p r ocedural and evident1ary ma tters . The Co=mission ma 

3 o verrule its counsel"s p rel i minary rulings t h r oug hout 

4 the hearing. If not overruled, the p r eliminary r uling 

S w1ll become final . 

6 At this time I'll tu r n 1c over to Rolayne f o r 

"I the hearing 

8 MS. WlEST: l'll ta k e appearanc~s of the 

9 parties. 

1 0 

Rich. -ho do you r ep r esent? 

MR COIT: I'm here today repres e nting all of 

:1 the SOITC member companies. and also Kadoka which has 

12 rec ently appli ed for membership with the coalition . 

ll And Darl a Rogers 1s he r e representing some companies , 

:,; and I guess sne could indicate ! o r the reco r d which 

:s ones she's r 0 present1ng . 

:? MS. ROGERS : I'm here representing Valley; 

t 7 StockholM·Strandbu rg ; Go.den West, including V1v1an; 

: 8 and Sul:y Buttes and Venture. 

MS w:ES7 · Could you repeat those again ? 

~O Valloy, Stockholm-Strandburg, Vivian, Colden West. 

21 MS. ROGERS : Golden West, Sul l y Buttes a nd 

23 

24 

2S 

Venture. 

MS . WlEST , US West. 

MR . HEASTO~: Bi l l Heaston and Tammy Wilka 

for US Wesl Communications. 
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2 

3 sca f f. 

MS . CREMER: 

MR. HOSECK: 

1 

Karen Cremer, Commi s sion s caff . 

Ca mr on Hosec k , Comm ission 

4 MS . WI EST: We have had a reques t : o c ake one 

5 o f t h e se d ockecs f i rsc a nd t ha t ' s TCt7-0 7 5. Do a ny o f 

6 the par ties wan t to mak e an o p e n i n g scat e me n t b e fo re we 

7 beg i n ? 

8 Why don' t you p r oceed wi ch 075 then . 

9 MR . CO lT : Su re . tha c · s f i ne. I ~eally d o n 't 

10 have an o p e n i ng s tatement . The re are a couple o f 

11 e x hibit s t hac we woul d li ke to admic . And l u nderstand 

12 there's also been some le tters sent co the Commi ss ion 

13 cha c we would li k e co admi c inco the re co rd a s evidence 

: 4 on che ETC questi o ns. And t hac wo uld be Exh i b i t Number 

15 1. which is che app lica cion o f Fort Ra n dal l f o r ETC 

:6 designation, and Ex h1bic No. 2, whi c h Js t he r e spo nse 

17 of Fo rt Randa ll to a data request fr o m s taff , dat ed , I 

18 believe, Oc t ober 1st. An d t here are t wo l e cters. l 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

d o n't know if we· v e mark ed those ye t. 

(EXHIBITS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MAR KED FOR 

IDENTIFI CATION.) 

MR. COIT: The r e a re t wo other exh 1b1ts t hat 

have been oa r ked Exhibit No. 3. Kathy Marme t, is tha t 

the le t ter of Da kota or 1 s Exh i b it 3 t he let t e r . 

MS. MARMET: Exhibit 3 is the l e t cer o f 
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Da koca. 1 

2 MR. COIT: So che Exhib i t l is tbe l e tter 

l from Robert Ma rmet ·o che Commission, and Exhibit 4 is 

q a letcer fr om Mi k e Bradley to t he Commission . 

s MS. WIEST: Wha c ·s the da t e of that l etter, 

6 the letter from Bra dley? 

7 MR . COIT: November 18 t h . 

8 MS . WIEST: Bec ause I have one dated Novemb e r 

9 18th and one the 19th. 

10 MR. COIT, I think so. Is tha t right, 

11 Exhibit 3, is that the 19t h ? Okay . I had a letter 

12 tha t wa s dated yesterday. but the ones we ha v e ma rked 

!or adm1ss1on today. r be l ieve boch the let •te rs are 

14 dated the 19th, No vembe r 19th . 

15 MS. w:EST: So t he letter from Mr . Brad ley i s 

le dated lhe 19th? 

17 

1a 

19 

20 

21 

MR . C0:7: Yes . Sor r y about that. 

MS. W! EST , And that's Ex h1b1t ~ -

MR . CO ::- dor. 't know why they're dated 

d1:(e r ent! y . 

admission on. 

The :9:h 1s :he one we 're 

I belleve . Yes, the>· are 

seektng 

ideritic,d so 

22 we 're seeking ad m1ss 1on o f the 19th letter. 

23 MS . Wl£ST , l th ink they're not e xactly 

2 ~ tdent1e a l but we'll go with the 19th. Could r see the 

25 lette r fr om Dak ota? I don't believe we g ot copi e s o f 



l 

2 

tha t o n e . 

Exlrl i b .i t s l , 

9 

( Pa use .) So at t h i s t ime are yo u o f fe ri ng 

2 . 3 a nd 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT : Yes, thal'a co r rec l . 

4 MS . WIEST : Is the r e a n y o b j e c t ion to those 

s e xhibits b e ing a dmi tt ed ? If not, l , 2, 3 and 4 h ave 

6 be~o admi tted i n TC9 7-07S. Then at this t i me I woul d 

7 ask i f any o f the par t i es ha ve any q uestions pe rta .ining 

a t o TC97-07S, i nclud i ng the Commissi o ner s? 

9 The onl y quesl ion I wo uld h a ve , Ric h, 1 s o n 

10 th e r a p o nse to t he da ta request, Ex hib i t z . And the 

1 1 f i r st que s t ion it tal k • a bout s . ngle pa r ty serv ice . 

1 2 g uess it ' s no t absolutel y clear tha t it ' s ava i l able t o 

13 all the customers t h e wa y tha t the sta t e ment 18 written 

14 and ans we r e d . 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Mk . COrT: Oh, be c a use they sa i d does t he 

abo ve-referenced COQpa ny ha v e t hi s s erv i ce. 

MS. WIEST: Ri ght . 

MR . COIT: Yeah . I guess t ha t 1s co rre ct: . 

19 And lam no t here today t o serve as a wi tness . 

2 0 MS. WI EST : No. 

21 MR. CO IT : I f t h a t ' s a con c ern that y ou f ~e l 

22 y ou need address e d, a nd 1 hate to say this, but I w• s 

23 led t o bel i eve that i f the r e were some q uest ions o n 

24 a ppl i c a tions a nd t he re was n o t a witness here co answ r 

25 t hat , those q u e st1o ne could be dea lt wi t h between now 
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1 and De cember 2nd. The r e are wi tnesses here today for 

2 some o f the othe r appli c a tions. but there i s not a 

3 witness h ere t oda y with res pect t o Fo r t Randa ll 's 

,; appli c a tion . 

s MS. WIEST : The only othe r thing I wou ld 

6 suggest is that perhaps the Comm1ssion could just have 

7 it c larified by anothe r affidavit fr o m t he pers o n . 

e CHAIRMAN BURG: We could approv e it on t he 

9 basis o ! that cla r i (1 c a tion . 

10 MS . WIEST : A lac e - filed e xh i b i t J ust 

lt cla r ifying tha t sinc e we are t ak ing affidavits from the 

12 w1tnesses on o ther issues. 

: ) MR. COIT: 1 apprec iate that o p tion. 

MS. WIEST: Otherwise. are t here a n y other 

lS ques:1ons re l a tlng t o 075? 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Can we ma k e bench decisions ? 

: 7 MS. Wl EST: Staf f wil l have s omething too. 

16 ~hey'll have tes t imon y on al l of the c ases. Does staff 

:~ want t o go now, or de you want t o g o at the very end? 

20 MR. HOSECK: 0 :19 i nally we had p l anned to g o 

21 a~t~r the appl i ca n ts h a d . 

XS. Wl EST : All the applicants? 

2J MR. HOSECK: Yes. And if these are treated 

2-i e n mass or s om@th1r.g ~a1 r ly close t o that. then we 

~S woul d be prepared t o put o n ou r c ase i n a similar 
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1 manne r . 

2 CHAIRMAN BURG: Tha t's fJ.ne . 

3 MS. WIEST: Let's just go through the m and 

then we ' ll have Harlan as t he wi tnes,. Let• s g o bac k 

5 to TC97 ·068. 

6 TC97 -068? 

Does anyo ne have any questions o n 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l 'I 

l. s 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a cl a rificat ion. 

data request resp o nse is this ? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . That would be i n that 

pa c ket . 

What 

MR. COIT: i s t here a chance tha t we could 

con s i der o r deal wi th t h es e en mas s a s Mr. Hoseck has 

indica ted or s u gges ted ? 

MS. WIEST: I'd r ather not j ust because on a 

(ew o f them I have a coup le q uestions o n some of them . 

MR. COIT: Ok a y . Shoul d 1 g o ahe ad and 

i n troduce the e x hibits ? 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

MR . COIT: With respect co Doc ke t TC97 • 068 

there are c wo e x hibits . Exh ibi t No. 1 i s the actual 

ETC request filed by Vi vian Telepho ne Company . And 

Ex hibit No. 2 1s the response o f Vivian Telephone 

Company to a data request fr om Commission staf f . We 

would move the admission of those e xhibits. I do not 

have che dates . 1 d on't have them here wi t h me . 
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t Okay . Yea h t h e date on the Exh i b i t No . l 1s 6-1 99 7 , 

2 a nd the date o n the respo nse to the da t a request 1s 

3 1 0· 14 - 97. 

CHAt RMAN BURG . 

5 MR. COI T . 6 · 19 

6-9; r19h t , not 6- : 9? 

6 s,, excuse C\e. 

6 MS ;. 1 £ ST: Okay . I a there a n y o b J e c t1 o n t o 

7 a d=1tt1ng Ex h1 b 1ts l a nd 2 1n 0 68 ? If n o t, they ' ve 

8 bee n a d ~1tte d . Ag a i n , R1ch , o n £xh1b1 t 2 , the first 

9 queati~n. 1t s a ys we p r ovide si ngl e party s ervice 

1 0 th r o ughout . : guess I 'll assume t ha t mean s a ll 

11 cu s tome rs ? 

12 MR . COI T : I would c a ll Do n Lee . Do n Lee is 

13 here rep resenting V1 v1 a n as wel l a s s ome o f the ot he r 

1 4 coop a n1es. Don ~~e. d o you wan t t o t ake a seat ? 

15 DON LSS , 

1 6 c a:led as a witness, b e 1n9 first d ul y s wo rn . 

: 7 was e xami ned and test 1f 1ed as f ollows : 

:a PlREc; EXoMJNATI QN 

!9 &Y MIL co :':' • 

2 0 Could you re s p o nd t o Com~1ss 1on couns ~l ·s 

21 questicn . pl ea lle? 

22 

23 

H 

::,5 

;.. 'f e s ':'h e answer to you r qu e sti o n i s, yes, 

do~s 1nd1ca te tha t t ney prov~ie s ervi c e priva t e li ne 

throughout t he study area . 

MS. w: EST • S1n9l e party to a l l c u stomers? 

i t 



l 

2 

3 

It's available to all customers? 

A, Righc. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

13 

Tha t's the onl y 

4 quest ion I have . Does anybo dy else ha v e any ques:1 o ns 

s f o r this witness f or 068? I f no t, thank you. 1 did 

6 admit Exh ibit 1 and 2 . 069. 

7 MR. COIT: We would move the admiss ion o f 

8 Exh ib i ts No. 1 and 2 in 069, and tha t 10 an ETC request 

9 o r app lica tion dated 6 -9 · 97 and response t o a staff 

10 data request dated 10·1 4 ·97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any objection? I ( n ot, they've 

12 

13 

14 

15 

l6 

17 

18 

1 5 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

been adm1.tted 

COMM ISSIONEa SCHOENFELDER : Ex cuse me, I d o 

not have the dat a re quest up here wit h me f or some 

reason. I' m sorry abou t this, b ·1t t need to go bac k 

and ask Mr . Lee about t he Lifeline, Link Up. I think 

~a s that covered in the d a ta request ? I'm sor ry t o be 

behind the e19ht ball, but l did not have th a t and s o l 

need to know whether t his company 1s doing L1!el1ne, 

Link Up now o r whether you need to whether you 

intend to have tha t implement ed by 1 ·1? 

A , You're referr ing to the Vivian Te l ephone 

Compan y? 

COMMISSl ONER SCHOENFELD£R: Yeah, Vi v i a n is 

25 what we're doing now. 



14 

l A. V1v1an Telephone Company does pro v 1de 

2 Lifeline and Link Up th r oughou t i ts system with the 

3 e x cept1on o f the Vivian Excha nge, and they anticipate 

~ prov1d!~g it 1n the Vivian Exchange by J anuary l, 

S 1998 

6 COMM r ~s : ONER SCHOENFELDER : But a ntic ipa t ed 

7 and doing i t a r e two d1 !!e r e nt th i ngs. And l think !' 

6 g oing t o have t o be assu red that y ou ·~e either going t o 

9 do it or that you're g o ing to ask f o r something f r om 

?0 ~-

ll A . o~ you want a commitment that we will do ! t 

12 by th t da·e· 

l ) COK~: ss:c~ER SCHOENFELDER: I th1nk that's 

l s Ye 1h 

-~vv: sS : " NER SCHOENFELDER : And I th ink 

:1 :n.: ·s :~po ~~3 n~ ~~a : we nave ~hat on ~he record . 

:6 A Certa!n!y, Con~1asioner . The nawer is, yes. 

:9 they are co~n:tted t o providing it by 1·1 · 1998 . 

10 ~OMM:ss: o ~E? SCHOENFELDER. Thank you . 

2: CHAI RMAN BURG Just a question. a general 

~? one o n that On the toll. what do we call it toll 

i3 c ntrol~ Do we ne•d d s~atecent o n those, too , or a 

2 4 req~est ~o r a waiver, 

:s ~s w: ES7. 7hey d1d a c t u a lly request wa ivers 
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l in their o riginal applications. 

2 MR , COIT: 1 wa e at the conclusion of going 

3 through, I guess. the question& and s o forth, I wa e 

4 bas ically - - before the Commission a cts o o any of 

S these, go1.n9 to restate the requesl . But i f the 

6 Commission has questions o f Mr. Lee with respect to 

7 cert.a in aspects of providing it, l would - - yeah , I 

8 would suggest you go ahead and ask it. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: No, I d on 't hav ~ a p r oblem as 

10 long as we kno w all of them that's going to app l y to. 

11 In ot her words, if it applies to eve ry one of them , 

12 then the statement at the end saying it a pplies on all 

13 of them is adequate for me. Or if you have some that 

14 already could do the toll control , we need to kno w 

1 5 that. 1 doubt i f there a re any a t this t1me. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

request 

to make 

br1.ng1.ng 

MR . COIT: No , we don•t. And the waive r 

is .included in all the appl ications . '.But 

sure it wa s ruled o n, l wa s intending on 

it up aga1n at the end. 

CHAIRMA N BURG : Okay . That's fine with 

MS. WIEST: Any other questions of this 

just 

me. 

22 witness regarding 068 and 069? I ~ not. we will go to 

23 TC97 - 070. 

24 MR. C01T: Again, 1 would move for the 

25 adm1ssion of t wo exhibits in TC97-070, and that is the 

I 

I 



16 

l 

2 

3 

ETC app licat ion o r request ddted 6 · 10-97 and response 

t o staf(•s data request dated l L- 97. 

MS WIEST : Any o b J e ct 1on? If n o t, Exhibits 

l and 2 have been admitted. 

5 with regard to this docket? 

6 7 C97-07l. 

Ar e there any questions 

I f not, let's go to 

7 MR . CO IT : We woul d move f o r the admission of 

8 Exb1b1ta No. 1 and 2, reques t (or £TC status dated 

s 6 · 10 · 97 and response t o data r equest o f staff dated 

to 1 0-9 97 . 

11 

12 2 ? 

MS WIEST · Any o b J ec t1on to £xh1blts 1 and 

!! no•. t.hey·ve bee n adcn tted . Are there any 

13 questions regarding 7C97·07 1? lf not, we will go to 

: s ~ R. co : T , We wo uld move f o r t he a dmission o f 

:;; :.:x~:ot · i,;o. l, £TC r e q u e st dated 6 · 11 ·97 a:1d Exh1b1t 

.., ~. 1espons~ t o staf! data r equest da ted 10 - 14 ·97 . 

! 6 MS . WIEST · Any o b j ect.i o ns to Exh1b1ts l and 

:~ : oe:ng adm: tted? lf n o t. they have been admtt ted . 

20 Any ques:1on• :egard1n9 07 3? 

2 I 

22 

23 

MR CO ?T : woul d note that Den ni s La w, who 

i s :he current manager o ! Siou x Va lley Te le pho ne 

Co mpany, 1s a va il a ble 1f the Commissioners have any 

2.; questions . 

2 S MS . WI EST : Any quest.ions? I f not. we· 11 go 

. 
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l to TC97 -0 7 4 . 

2 MR. C01T : We would move f o r the admission of 

3 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is che £TC request dat ed 6-12-97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data request da t ed 

5 10-31-97. 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there any objections ? If 

7 not, land 2 have been admit ted . Are there any 

8 queations concerning 074? have the same question on 

9 this o ne. Rich. with respect to the data request number 

10 one . 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 filed. 

MR . CO IT: Would an aff idavit be adequate ? 

MS. WIEST: Yea h . as far as all customers . 

MR. COIT : Okay . 1 will make sure that gete 

15 MS. WIEST : Any questions on 074 ? If not, 

16 let's g o t o TC97 ·077 . 

17 MR. COI T : We wo uld move for the adm1ss1on o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, which 1s the ETC request and that's 

19 dated 6 - 13-97. Also move f or admission of Exh1b1t So. 

20 2, whi ch is a response to data request dated 10-9-97 . 

21 And there is als o an Exhibtt No . 3 i n this docket, a 

22 supp leme ntal re sponee to sta!f data reques t . rt·s 

23 dated 10 · 28·97 . We move the admissi on of all three 

24 exh1b l te . 

25 MS. WIEST: Any obJeetion? If no t . tho se 



1 

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

ll 

12 

13 

: ~ 

three exh i bits have been admitted . Are there any 

quest ions regarding this d ocket? 

MR . CO IT : I believe Mr . Lee is representing 

I TC today as we l l ? 

MR . LEE: That's ri g ht. 

MS . WIEST : Okay. Let's go to TC97-078 . 

MR. COIT : We move for the admiss i on of 

Exhib1 t No. l , wh ich i s the ETC request dated 6 - 13 - 97 

and mo ve f o r t he admissio n o f Exhibit No . 2, wh ich is 

r e s ponse t o s taf f j a t a reques t dated 10- 9 - 97 . 

MS . WIEST : Any o b J e c ti o n to tho se e xhib i t s ? 

If not , they've been admi t t ed. Any questi o ns 

conce rn ing this d oc ke t? Let ' s g o t o TC97-08 0. 

MR . COI T : We move for the admi ssio n o f 

!5 Ex h:b1c No . l, which :s the ETC request dated 6 - 16-97, 

:~ and also move f o r adm1ss1on o f r esp o nse t o staff data 

: , reque s t Exh~b:t No. Z. which i s dated 10- 14 -97. 

:e MS . WI EST , An y o b J e c t ion t o Ex h i b it s land 

:s 2? •& no t, t h e y' ve bee n admi tted . ~ny q ues tions 

zc reg~rdi ng th : s d ocket ? 

Zl TC97·081. 

: f no t , let's mov e to 

22 MR . co:, : w~ move fo r the adm. sa lon o f ETC 

?! request d ated 6·:6-97, whic h i s Exh i bit No . l, and also 

2 ~ Exh1bit No. 2 , re spo n s e t o s t aff data r equest, dated 

25 10-1 5-97. 
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l 

2 2? 

MS. WIEST : Are t he re any ob j e ctions t o l anc 

If not , they' ve been admit ted . Any quest ions 

3 r egard ing this d o cket? So, Rich, wi th res pect to th is 

4 one, y o u will be asking at t he end a bout the wa i ver f o r 

5 the single party and a ll the othe r w,ivers; is tha t 
. 

6 r i ght ? 

7 MR. COIT: ls there a wa iv e r r equest in the 

8 Sta teli ne on the single p a rty i ssu e ? 

9 MS . WIEST: Yes. 

10 M . COIT: I wasn't a ware o f that. I 

11 underotood there were some companies t hat had purchased 

12 US West e x changes that were st il l in the process o f 

13 convert i ng some party lines. But , yes. if they need a 

14 waiver, l guess so. l' . l r enew that reques t. l don't 

15 have any fa c tua l 1nformation I c an p rovide . I don't 

16 believe, Mr . Lee. are you here rep resent ing State line ? 

17 MR. LE£: I am. And in conversatio ns w1 th 

18 Stateline management yesterday, they i nd1ca t ed that 

19 they woul d l1 ke ly need a wa iver request un til March, 

20 h pril time !rame when they c an finioh the conatruction 

21 t o provide all o ne pa rty service. 

22 MS. WIEST: And i n their applicat1on t hey ' re 

23 actually asking for a o ne - year wa iver; cor rect? 

2~ MR. LEE: But they're willing to sho r t en 1t 

2 5 up. 



l MS . WIEST: So y ou p r obably just need a 

2 waiver until June? 

3 MR. LEE: That would be adequat e . 

MS. WI EST : June 1st? 

s CHAIRMAN BORG : Do we need to act on the 

6 waivers n o w? 

20 

7 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do you wa nt a 

8 motion on the wa ive r now? 

9 MS. WIEST: Let's tal k abo ut that . The thing 

10 is that all of these, I believe, are going to also need 

11 a mo tion o n the wa i vers for the one year on t he toll 

12 cont r ol . and we haven't been doing any of those motions 

13 at this time . 

1 4 CHAIRMAN BURG: We h ave to take each of those 

1S separate motions, d o you thin k, at the end f or the toll 

16 cont r ol? 

17 

18 

MS. WIEST : Yes. If we wane to qo --

MR . COIT: We coul d p ic k it up here no w and 

19 start doi ng waivers . That migh t be the easiest way. 

20 CHA!RMAS BURG : lf we got to go through each 

21 o ne . 

22 MR . CO! T : Rule on chem as you g o through. 

23 CHA IRMAN BURG: Easier than going back. 

2 4 MS . WIE5 T : Okay . f o r 081 with respect to 

25 the waiver until Ju ne 1st , 1998, conce rni ng single 



21 

1 part y serv ice to all customers, and the second waiver 

2 on toll control for one year·· one yea r f r om what 

3 da~e. Rich? 

4 MR. COlT : I think I would g uess that that 

5 would be from the date of the orde r . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . 6 

7 MR. CO IT : On the toll cont r ol? You're 

8 speaking to Lhe tol l control; correct? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes, toll control. 

10 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I have a questi on 

11 as long as we' re talking about the waiv e rs boch on coll 

12 control an d on the single party serv i c e As long as 

13 you're asking for waivers, let's make s u re it·s done 

1~ properly and that we•re not back he r e in t wo months 

1S as~ing for more waivers . would hate to go chrough 

16 this process. or would not like to go through this 

17 process again. l th 1nk we need to be a ccurate when 

18 we're doing it . I also ha ve a question abou t what 

1 9 meets the requ1r~ments of t he Act? How much of a 

2 0 waiver can we give? 

21 co that. 

1 don't kno w as I know the answer 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MS. WIE ST: Right. The time a ctually in the 

FCC Order is not spec1f i ed. But it d oe s say i n 

parag raph 89, I believe , that the Commission mus e , upon 

a finding o f e x ceptional circumstances, you can make a 
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l waiver for single party services f o r a specif i ed perio 

2 o f t 1111e . And also on the t oll limitation the compa ny 

3 must a l s o show exceptional ci r cumstances exist and need 

!or additi onal time t o upgrade . They should have co 

S show 1nd1 v 1d ual hardship, indi v idu a lized h ardshi p or 

6 1nequ1ty wa rrants additional ti~e to comply and that 

7 woul d better serve the public inte res t that 1s in 

a str1cl adherence to the time period a nd it should 

9 extend onl y as long as the exceptional ci r cumstances 

1 0 e x ist. 

. .., .... 
MR . COI T : I would note that in th e 

appl1cat1ons, wh ile we' ve requested a yea r, we 've also 

!3 .nd1cated that w1th1n cha t period o f ti111e we would fil e 

:; some 1~format1on with the Commission indic a ti ng, y ou 

<no w, when the capabil~ty 1a avail a ble. If the 

Co:n-1sa1 o n ·· what we have ·· and Mr . Lee. I think , c an 

: 7 answer aoce questions 1n the area o f toll cont r ol tha t 

: c:an·t answe:"' . But we're faced w1th a s1~uat1on today 

:9 whe~e :he capab~l1t1es are Just not available . If a 

20 year 1s too long, yo~ know, from our perspective we 

2! really d~dn't kno w when it would be available and 

22 

23 

that's why we requested a year. But if there's better 

1nformat1on on tha t, maybe the time ~er iod c an be 

d1f~erent. But r ight now we r e a lly don't k now when t he 

2S capab1l1t y is g o 1ng to be a vail a bl e. 
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1 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I hate to belabo r 

2 the point , and I know eve r yone wa nts to g e t thr ough 

3 this, but to me it's ve r y important tha t we do it 

right. And s o if it m,eans tha t. we need t.o answer t he 

S question when we grant these wa ivers and we send t hese . 

6 or you send them on to the FCC, we need to be su r e that 

7 y ou have spelled out why these compa nies - - at lease 

8 this is what I'm understand ing -- wh y these compa~ies 

9 c an't do t o ll cont r o l a nd why it's going to take c hat 

lO long of a perio d o f time to do single p a rty service. 

11 And s o I thin k that s hould be in the app l i cat ion 

12 s ome where. o r at least in o ur mot. ion as we approve it, 

13 or we should have something on t h e r e cord to s~pport 

1 , where we•re going. 

ts MS. WIEST: They do exp lain the reasons in 

16 thei r appl ica t ion. their o rigina l application, with 

17 respe c t to toll control. 

18 COMM I SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

19 MS WIEST: But i f there are a ny fu rther 

20 questions tha t the Comm i ssion would l ike to ask a t chis 

21 t2me, if you need more in f o r mation on that. we could d o 

22 that no w. 

23 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : l would li k e co 

2 4 k now - · and th1s probab ly isn't true o f all companies. 

25 But o f the ones you're test1fying for at least, 
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1 Mr . Lee, where they're at in deplo ying the tec hno l o gy 

2 that we need to do t hese two things a nd what kind o f 

3 de l ays yo u mi ght expect. Because I d o n't wa nt th i s t o 

4 n o t g o f o r ward the way that it's been perceived that it 

5 s hou l d g o f orward 

6 MR. LEE : Sure . Okay. I mi ght respond t o 

7 tha t in g e nera l; a nd then 1 f t here are s peci f ic 

8 q uestio n s, I ' d be happy to do that. But the issu e o f 

9 toll li m1 tat 1on , which I believ e under the FCC's 

10 d es c r i p tion i denti f i es a t o l l r e striction and a toll 

11 cont r ol. a nd th e issue a t h• nd ta i n the toll c o n t r o l. 

12 which my unders t a nd ing is t o i ndi c ate t h a t the end user 

13 subscri b er 1s to b e able t o control the a mount o f i ts 

14 monthly bill, at which c1 me a restri c t ion a u t oma tical l y 

15 ki c k s i n a nd di s allows a ccess t o the long d i stanc e 

1 6 ne twork . To my k no wl edge. there i s no s wi t c h ve ndor i n 

the Un ited States today who provid e s that c apab i l ity 

18 wtth~n its s witch. I know t hat t h e v e ndor s are wo rki ng 

19 on 1t . I co~ld not s :t here wi th a clear conscience 

2 0 and 1nd1ca t e t hat on X da te tha t I wou ld ex pec t 1 t will 

2: be ava 1 l a b l e . Gi ve n my honest opinio n , l wo uld d ou bt 

22 that it's avail a bl e to the g e nera l popul at ion wi th i n a 

23 y e a r's time per iod . And therein is t he reaso n I 

2 4 ~el1eve tha t so:7c ~embers ask f o r the o ne - year per 1od 

~S be c ause we don't a nt1c1pa t e i t b e i n g ava ilab l e . 



l The second o r alternative t o that 1a a 

2 s o ft ware provisioning o f toll cont r o l . And , a g a in, t o 

3 my kno wl edge, there i s no i n terf a c e bet ween a software 

4 system and a s witch t ha t has that c apability . 

S Primarily because it would t ake real time rating of a 

6 ccstomer•s usage; a nd because the customer con t r ol 

7 switch inte r e x change c a rrier it's choosing, t he re a re a 

8 my r iad of optional call plans and ra te structures that 

9 wo•Jld be applied. And , to my kno wledge, there jus t is 

1 0 no technology, nor software, available to carry ou t 

11 th3 t program . 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : And if I recall 

13 right it doesn't ·· it'e not permi ssi ve, o ne or the 

14 othe r . You rea l ly co need to d ~ all o ( the a bove . 

lS MR . LEE : It includes both, that's correct . 

16 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I believe some 

17 

18 

Vi 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

H 

2!> 

compan ies have asked the FCC f or c' a ri! icatio n. that 

so r t o! thing . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

bet t er 1nformat1on than I d o that that decision has not 

been handed down by the FCC. 

MR . LEE: A, I doub t I have be tcer 

information; and. B. agree it has not been handed 

d o wn, to my kno wledge . The~e is tha t cla r1f 1ca t1on 

procedure request i n f ront o f the FCC . 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . 
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l CHAIRMAN BURG: To my k nowledge , everybody 

2 ea n of!e r toll limitation; right, from what we've h a d 

3 to get a genera l statement? 

~ MR. LEE: I'm going to define as toll 

5 res tn.c t ion, if I can, instead of toll limitation, ye s . 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll blocking is what l 

7 mean. Everybody c an o ffer that? 

a MR . LEE: To my kno wledge, that's a true 

9 statement. 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: And I guess my position is t o 

l l me, the othe r -· l really don't see, you know, since 

12 you said It 's not available, r can't see them implyi ng 

ll lt o r even putting It into here . I think it satisfi e s 

1 4 all ot our needs . have no problem g1v1ng the full 

15 year or more as long a s it gets through FCC, which at 

:6 this time :t appears i t should. So I don't see this 

17 point to me 1n ma k 1n9 i t a shorter limit be c a use I 

16 don't chink 1c will interfere with the ETC 

l9 establishment. 

20 MR . LEE: ! woul d agree with that and then 

21 woul d po int out in the applications the c o mpa nies hav e 

22 1ndicated that they will 1nvesc1gate and will wo r k with 

23 their s wttch vendo r s so that when it do es become 

2 4 available. they're willing to implement it. I think 

25 that the te l ephone companies feel that o nc e it beco mes 



27 

1 available, it is i n the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive of tha t concep t. 

3 CHAI RMAN BURG: With that I' ll move tha t we 

4 grant the one-year wa i ver o n t oll ·· wha t is it 

5 called; Toll limitation? Toll control? 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

7 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'm going to 

8 concur with tha t as long as the mot ion is unde r stood 

9 chat there will be some f ormal way to limit toll f o r 

10 these customers just so tha t everybody underst a nds the 

ll motion. 

12 HAl RMAN BURG: I thi nk in every app lica tion 

13 y ou agreed that you can do toll rest r iction •• 

14 

15 

MR. LEE: Righ t . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : if I remember reading t he 

16 applications, and that to me i s satisfa ctory. 

17 MR . LEE: Thank you. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do you wa nt t h em as a 

19 separate motion? Okay . l'll also move -- which one d o 

20 we need on chis one ? 

21 MS. WIEST: The single party service until 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e that we g rant a 

2~ wa iver in TC97·081 in the single party requ i r ement 

25 until June l, 1998. 
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COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFE~OER: Con~ur. 

MS. WIEST : Any other questions 1n 081? Do 

; you wa nt to go back now? 

5 CHAI PMAN BURC: It might be easier to go back 

6 and get these othe1s. 

7 

8 

MR . COIT: Whatever . 

MS. WIEST: We'll go back to 068. and the 

S ~o t1 on 1n 068 w1 ll be f o r the one- year wa iver on toll 

10 contro1. 

: : I CHA: RMAN BURG: 

12 wa iver o ! t o ll control 1n 

I'll move that we grant the 

TC97·07S. 

15 

. . . ~ 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd . 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS WIEST : 068. 

CHAIRMAN BURG . I' ll move we grant the toll 

:1 ~ean I'll move we grant the waiver for t oll 

re l1a11t at1 on 

l 9 MS W! £S7 : 7oll control. t· m sorry. we h a ve 

20 to be a ccu ~ate because wha t the FCC did 1s they c a ll 1t 

2l comb1ned toll con trol and col l blocking as toll 

2 2 •• r:11 tat 1 o n 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 1·11 move we gran t th- waiver 

; ! o r to!! cont r ol 1n 7C97 -0 68 . 

25 COMMIS SIONER NELSON: aeconded. 



COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST: For one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll keep making them. 

29 
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6 move we grant the toll control waiver in TC97-069 for 

7 one year . 

8 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

9 COMMISSIONER SCHOEN FELDER: Concur. 

10 MS. WIEST: 070. 

ll CHAtRMAN BURG : I'l l move that we grant toll 

12 control in TC97-070 f or o ne year, the waiv er for one 

1 3 year. 

1 4 CO MMISSIONER NELSON: second it. 

15 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

16 MS. WIEST: l 71 . 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we grant toll 

18 cont r ol, the wa 1ver for toll control, in TC97-07l ·f o r 

19 one y e ar . 

20 COMMISSIONER NELSON : Seconded. 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

22 

23 

H 

25 

MS . WIEST: 073. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wJiver 

for toll control in TC97•07J for one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 



COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WI EST : 074 . 
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1 

2 

) CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we grant the wa iver 

4 ! o r toll control in TC97·074 for one year. 

s COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

6 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r. 

7 MS. WIEST : 07 7, 

8 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wa i ver 

Q (or toll cont r o l in TC97 -0 77 ! o r one year. 

LO CO MM IS~ I ONER NELSON : Seconded . 

1 1 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concur . 

l 2 

1 3 

MS. WIEST : 07 8 . 

CHA;RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wa i ver 

! ~ ~o r toll cont r ol 1n TC97-078 ! o r o ne year. 

!S COMMISSI ONER NELSON : Seconded. 

l 6 

17 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 080. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: And I'll move we grant the 

19 wa iver ! or to:! contro: 1n 7 C97·080 ( o r o n~ year . 

~o COMM ISS:ONER NELSON Seconded . 

2 1 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFE LDER: Concu r . 

22 CHAIRMAN BU~G: We did 81; ri~h t, and we are 

: :!on" w1Lh 91 

, ~ MS W! EST: Any !urther questi on s on 08 1? 

2S 083, 7C97·083 
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1 MR . COIT: We woul d move for the admission o f 

2 the ETC request filed by Accent, dated 6·17 - 97, and 

3 Exh i b it No . 2, the response to staff data requ&st which 

4 is dated 10-8-97. 

S MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, l a nd 2 

6 have been admitted. Any questions r~garding 0 8 3? 

7 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll mov e we grant the toll, 

8 the waiver f o r toll control in TC97 -083 for one year . 

9 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

10 ~~ MMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Conour. 

ll MS. WI EST: TC97·08 4 . 

12 MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ssion o f the 

13 £TC request d a ted 6·17-97, which is marked Ex hibit No. 

14 l. and we move f or the admission of Exhibit Ho. 2, the 

1S response t o sta ff data request dated 10-8-97 . 

:6 MS. WIEST : Are there any obJections7 lf 

17 not, they·ve been adm1tted. 

18 CHAI RMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant the wa ive r 

19 f o 1 Lo ll contro l 1n TC97 - 08 q for one year. 

2 0 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does th1s have a single party question on this one? 

23 MS. WIEST : No . They said in their o riginal 

24 application that they are of fer ing cingle party service 

2S t o all consumers. 
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COMMI SSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: I got a s ti cky on 

it. Sorry. Jamee Valley: right? 

HS . WIEST : I believe 1n thei r -- o kay. 

Yeah, that was Bob· question . And the reason he had 

the queat1on ia it was actually 1n the original 

app !1cat 1on. So ~! y ou ook at the or1g1nal 

app licat1 o n o n pa g e t wo , under question number t hree, 

they d o state that they provide single party 9erv1ce to 

a ll consu=ers 1n their service area . Nuinber (our down 

o n that 11 st 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay 

MS. WIES7 : Thank you. Okay. Let's go to 

TC97-085 

!~ MR . CO!T: We move ! o r adm1tt1ng o f Exhibit 

:s No. 'I, the E7C requ e st, dated 6 · 17 - 97, and Exhibit No . 

:~ 2, :he respo nse to sea!! data request dated 10-10-97. 

,7 MS WIEST : A n / obJ e c ti o ne ? If not. they've 

!9 

2 0 

21 

: have the same q uesti on he re wit h 

respect to q u est: o n nunber one. 

MR. 

t o qu e st:ons, 

C0 !7 : Mr . 

t bel1eve 

Benton 1s available to respond 

:a t his Hea r tland ? Right ? 

22 Or. Don, c an y ou respond to ony questi o n s"' 

21 MR LEE Mark has asked me to respo nd on h is 

2~ oehalf. whi ch w1!l be Heartland Commu ni c ations, and 

25 lhey are o ffering a ll single. 
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1 MS. WIEST: Sing le party waa offered to a ll 

2 cus t ome rs ? Any other questions concerni n g this 

3 docket? ls there a motion? 

CHA I RMAN BURG: I'll move that we gra n t t he 

5 wa iver for toll cont r ol to TC97·089 for one year. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WI EST: 085 , l be li eve . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Excuse me, 85. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-086. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admi s s ion o f ETC 

12 reque~t. Exhibit No. l, dated 6 · 17-97, and res ponse to 

13 staff data requests , Exhibit No . 2, which is dated 

14 10 · 10 - 97. 

15 MS . WIEST: A ny object l Ons? I! not, they 

16 have been admitted. Same question , can you ans wer 

17 that , Mr. Lee? 

18 MR. LEE : !'m s o r ry, r don't have the 

19 associated companies with the e xhibit numbers. Which 

20 company are we re(erring co? 

21 MR . COIT: Midst a te. 

22 MR. LEE: They are currently all priva t e line 

23 serv1ces. 

MR. CO I T: Single party : correct? 

25 MS. WIEST: Sing le pa~ty to all customers . 



l 

2 

MR . LEE: 

MS . WI EST: 

3 4 

Correct . 

Any other questi o ns in this 

3 docke t? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1·11 move we grant the t o ll 

5 cont r ol wdiver i n TC9 7-086 for o ne year . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

COMM I$$j0NER NELSON: I'd seco nd it. 

COMMI S S IONER SCHOE NFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97- 0 8 7 . 

MR . COI T : We mo ve f o r the admissio n o f 

: o Ex h1bit No. 1, ETC reques t. dat ed 5- 17-97, and Exhibit 

1 l No. 2 . r espo nse to staff data request, da ted 10 - 16-97. 

1 2 MS . W!EST: Any o b J ecti o ns ? lf not, Exhibits 

l l 1 and 2 have been admi tted . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g rant to ll 

~5 con trol wa ivet ~n 7 C97 -087 f or o ne year. 

. -• I 

t8 

COMMI SSIONER NE LSON: I'd second i t. 

COMM! SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Con cu r . 

lo( .3 . W i ES7 : Again, r ·d ha ve a question on 

1 c. t.h1s o ne, R t - h. 

:: 0 MR . C0 :7 : Mr . Lee 1s represent ing Baltic as 
..... .. w ,. l 1 . 

MR . LEE: : Baltic 1s currentl y a ll private 

2) : 1 ne . 1 ' m s o rry , s1ng:e party . r shoutd use the right 

2 4 t~ r m. single party servi c e . 

25 l'! S. w: ES7 : To a ll custo mers ? 
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MR. LE£: Co r rect. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97·088 . 

MR. COIT: We mo ve for the a dmisaion of 

4 Exhibit No. l, ETC request d a ted 6-17-97, a nd response 

s t o sta ff data r equest, which is Exh ibit No . 2, which i s 

6 dated 10-17 - 97. 

7 MS. WI EST: Any obj ecti o ns ? If not, Ex hibits 

8 t and 2 have been admitted. 

9 ~ HAIRMAN BURG: r·11 move we grant a wa iver 

10 o n toll control in TC97 - 088 for one yea r . 

11 

l 2 

13 

1 5 

16 

17 

1 6 

19 

2 0 

:?l 

this one, 

service. 

OMM 1SSI0NER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENPBLOER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST: can you answer my quest ion Ofi 

Mr . Lee? 

MR . LE£: Cc,~ pany name, please? 

MS . WlEST : East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Currently lS all single party 

MS . WIEST : Thilnk you. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 - 089. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admissi on of 

22 Exh ibit No. 1, wh 1ch is the ETC request da~ed 6-17-97, 

23 and the admission o f Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is a r esponse 

24 co staff data request, dated 10 • 21 • 97. 

25 MS . WIEST : Any o b jections? If not, they've 
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1 been adm1tted . Same questi o n . 

2 HR . CO IT : t don 't believe that Mr . Lee 1s 

3 here r epresent i ng Western t o day . Wha t d i d they say in 

4 the resp o nse ? 

S MS. WtEq7: They said Wes tern Te l ephone 

6 o !!ers s i ng l e party service. My question 1s do they 

7 o ffer to e v ery customer again ? 

8 MR. COI T We ll 

9 

:o 

MS. WIES -:" : 

MR co : T 

Can y o u d o a late-filed o n that ? 

We c a n d o an affidav i t on that 

11 one, t guess 

12 CHA! RMAN BURG: I ' l l move we gran t a wai ve r 

13 on toll con t r o l ! o r TC97•089 f o r on~ year . 

H COMMI SSI ONE R NELSON: r·d second i t . 

1S CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Co nc ur . 

;1;; MS. WI EST: Okay . Let ' s g o o n t o TC97·090. 

:. 7 

!S 

MR . COI T : We move f o r t h E adm iss ion o f 

Exh1b1t No. 1, which 1s the ETC request d ated 6· 17-97 , 

: 9 and Ex h.b1t No. 2 , wh ich 1s t h e r espo nse to s t aff data 

2C r pq~es~ da t ed 10-2; -97. 

21 MS. WlES T : Any obJ e c t ion ? I! n o t , they · ve 

z~ b~cn a dmitt ed . Any questi on s conc crn1ng thi s docket ? 

23 CHA:RMAN BURG: I'll mo ve t h at we g ra nt a 

24 ~a 1ve r o n t o l l con trol 1 n TC97·090 f o r o ne year . 

2S COMM I SS I?NER NELSON: I ' d second ~t . 



37 

l COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

2 MS. WIEST: TC97 ·09 2, 

3 MR . CO IT : We move for the adm l asion of 

4 Exh ibit No. 1, which is t he ETC req uest of Kennebec 

s Telepho ne Compa n y dated 6·18-97, and move for the 

6 adm1ss 1on o f Exh ibit No. 2, which 1s the respo nse to 

7 s ta tf data request dated 10 · 1 0·97 . And I woul d not e 

8 tha t Mr . Rod Bauer is here t o respo nd t o any question s 

9 that the Comm1asione rs o r staf f may have concerning 

10 their request. 

1 1 MS . WIEST: Any questions con c ern ing thi s 

12 docket? I f not, d o you have a motion? 

13 CHAIRMAN BVRC: Di d we adm i t both tho se? 

1 4 

15 

MS. wr EST: I' m sorry, 

admit Exhibit Numbers land 2. 

did not. I wi ll 

16 CHAtRMAN BURC: I'll move tha t we grant a 

:1 wa:ver on toll con t rol .n TC97-092 ! o r one y ear . 

18 CO MM ISS I ONER HELSON: I'd second it 

l~ COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

20 MS W:EST : TC97 -093. 

21 MR. co : T : We woul d move f o r the adm1ssi o n o f 

:2 Ex h1b1t No. 1. which 1s the ETC request o f Jefferso n 

23 Telephone Comp any, d a ted 6-1 8 -97, and move also f or t he 

2; admission o f Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to s ta ff da t a 

2S re ~uest , which 1s d a ted 10-10-97, And 1 wo uld note 
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1 t hat Mr . D1ck Co nno rs is ava ilable to answer any 

2 questions concern ing the Jefferson requeet. 

3 MS. WIEST : Any o b J ecti on t o the exhibits? 

I! noc, they've been admit ted . Any q uestions 

S concerning this aocke t? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

CHAIRMA N BURG : I'll move we g rant a waiver 

! o r t oll cont rol in TC97 -09 3 for one year . 

COMM ISSIONER ~ELSON : I'd second 1t. 

COMMl SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS WlEST• TC97-09 4 . 

~R . CO ::- : We'd mo ve f o r the admiss ion o f 

Exh1b1t No l, wn1ch 1s the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

and move ! o r the ad~ ~ss1 on o f Exhibit No. 2, which i s 

_, :he response to datd r eques t dated 10-15-97. 

: t; MS WIEST Any ob1 e c t1 on to Exh 1b1ts lan d 

2i :! n ~. ~~ose exn!o~~• have been adm1cted . Do you 

:1 have any w:cnesses ! o r th:s on~? 

:a ~ ~ ~ee is ava1laole fo r both · ~ I Si;;:;• s~:.tes ano Ve nt1.re. 

20 MS WIES':' us:: had a GUesi.:or:,; guess, 

~. concerr:1n9 •-ngle party serv:ce because 1n th:s one it 

o o~s say 5ho1.:d :ac:!:t1es not al low 1mmed1ate single 

porty serv1ce. Si;::y Su:tes ma y o f!er mult:·pa r ty 

SArv:ce ~r:t:; the !ac1lit:es are rest o red o r 1nstalled 

to allow for single party se rv ice. Has that o ccu rred 
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1 i n the past? 

2 A. currently Sully Buttes Telephone has n o 

3 multi-line. The fact is all single party service. r 

4 think they added that langu a ge suc h 1 h a t if the r e we r e 

5 a disaster that they had to r espo nd to, they wanted to 

6 reserve the right to o ffe r party line under the 

7 emergency bas i s only. But they have f or a number o f 

e years been ~11 s i ngle party se r vice. 

g MS . WIEST: Any othe r questions? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

1 1 on toll control f or TC97 -09 4 fo r one year. 

12 COMMISSIONER »ELSON: I'd second it. 

13 

14 concu r . 

15 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I'l l 

MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

16 MR . COIT : We would move for the admission o f 

17 ETC, Exh ibit No. 1, dated 6-19-97, and admission of 

18 Exhibit No . 2, response to data r equest dated 

19 10-15-97. l would point out that I believe that t here 

20 migh t be an issue with respect to single party service 

21 waiver in this case as well. 

22 MS. WIEST: Ri gh t. At this time are there 

23 any objections to Exhibit 1 and 2? If not, they've 

24 been admitted. Yes. And it wou ld appear they would 

2S need a wa iver. And my quest ion fo r apparently they 



1 have three multi - party custome r s and they pl a n t o 

2 ins t. all 1,i ngle par t" service during the 1988 

3 con s truc ti o n season. So I guess my que s~ i o n is 

4 0 

apparently the y haven 't as ked f o r a wa i ve r. Are you 

doing 110 at th i s t1me ? 

MR. co:T: Ye s, we woul d o n the i r beha lf. 

And : think Mr . Lee wo uld be ab l e t o respond t o 

questions o n t.ha t. I a ssume 110 a ~y way. 

MR. LEE: Su re. But tha t wo uld be co r r e c t, 

10 we do need a wai ve r . The same June 1 dace woul d be 

11 accept a ble to us. 

12 MS. WIEST : Ju ne 1, o kay . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we gra nt a wa i ve r 

I ~ 1n si ngle p a rc y se r ,..ice to Ju ne 1. 1998 , in TC97 ·095. 

15 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I wou l d s e cond that. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: Su re , I ' 11 

11 concu r . 

: 6 CHAIRMAN BURG : And I'll also move tha t we 

19 grant a wa1,..er ! o r toll conc r o! on TC9 1 ·095 !or one 

20 year. 

2! 

22 

COMM. SS!ONER NE LSON: I ' d s e cond 1 t . 

COMM: ss : ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST : TC97·09b. 

MR . COIT: : move Co r the admiss ion o f £TC 

25 request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-19·91, and move for the 



1 admiss ion of Exhibit No. 2, response to d a t a request 

2 dated 10-10•97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objectio~s? I f not, they've 

• been admitted. Any questions concerning this docket? 

s CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

6 on toll control in TC97 -096 f or one year. 

7 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: t · d second it. 

8 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

9 MS. WIEST : TC97-097. 

10 MR . COIT: We move for the admission o! 

11 Exhibit No. l, ETC request, dated 6-19-97. and Exhibit 

12 No. 2, response to data request dated 16-10-97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not , they've 

14 been admitted. Does anybody hav~ any questions 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant a wa j ver 

17 f o r toll cont r o l in TC97-097 for c,e year . 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it. 18 

19 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: 7C97•098. 

21 MR . CO ! T: We move for the admission of ETC 

22 request dated 6-19-97, which is marked Exhibit No. l, 

23 and admission of £xh1b1c No. 2. which is the response 

24 to data request dated 10-1 4 - 97. 

25 MS . W!EST: Any obj e ction to Exh ibits land 



l 2? If not, they've been admitted . Are there any 

2 q uest1ons concerning this docket? 

3 CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll ~ove that we grant a 

4 wa iver for toll cont r ol in TC97-098 for one year. 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMMISSIONER NE LSON: I 'd second 1t. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST: TC97·099. 

MR . COIT : We move :or the admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No. l. which is th e ETC dated 6·19-97. and 

10 admissi o n o ! Exh1b1t No . 2, which 1s the response t o 

11 d~ta request dated 10· 9 · 97. 

12 MS WIEST : Any ob j ection? If n o t, they• ve 

13 been adm1tte i. 1 have the same question on this one. 

14 The quest 1on 1s do we have single party service, and 

: s th~ answe r 1s yes ? 

' ., .. County o : 

MR . 

no t , 

l'R 

MR . 

COIT : Mr . 

:.EE No 

COIT : Then 

Lee. are you here for Roberts 

we proba b ly need to handle 

suppose, by the af!1dav1t 

21 

:: :i County o r 

MS . WIEST . 

MR :.EE : 

MR CO :-:- . 

MR . LEE : 

Okay . 

Ri c h, are we talking about Robe r ts 

Robe rt s County. 

I kno w from another source othe r 

I 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

H 

than this that as manager of the South Dakota 

Assoc iation of Telephone Co-ops and the daily requests 

we' ve had the re that they do, i n fact, provide a ll 

single party service throughout Roberts County Co-op, 

if that will suffice f or your information he re . 

MS. WIEST : Is that sufficient? 

MS. CREMER: That's s u ffi c.ent. 

MS. WIEST : Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll mo ve we grant a waive r 

for toll control in TC97 ·099 f or one year. 

r oMMI SSlONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-l00. 

MR. COIT: we move fo r the admission of 

15 E~h1bit No . 1. which i ~ the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

16 and admission of Exhibit No. 2, responRe to d ata 

17 request dated 10-9-97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any objection ? If noc, they• ve 

19 been admitted. Same question on this one. 

20 MR. LEE: I don't know the a ns wer . 

21 MR . CO!T: There is -- Mr. Lee is n.ot here 

22 representing RC Communica tions t oday, so J suspect 

23 we' ll have to deal with that with a late-filed exhibit 

24 1f that's okay. 

25 MS . WIEST: Okay . 



1 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waive r 

2 f or toll control ln TC97-lO O for one year. 

) 

4 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

; MS. WlES- TC97·101. 

6 MR. COIT: We move for the adm i ss ion o f 

7 Exhibit No . l, wh ic h 1s the ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

8 and Exh i b it No. 2, response to sta f f data req uest d at ed 

9 10-14-97. 

10 MS . WIEST: Any obJ ect ion? If not, they've 

11 bee n 3dm1 t ted . Any questions conce r ning th i s docke t ? 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we gtant waiver f or 

l l t o ll contro l 1n TC97 - 101 for one year . 

H 

17 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: l · d second 1 t . 

C~ MMlSSl ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS . W! ES7 : TC97 · 102. 

MR. CO:T : We mo ve for the adm1ss1on o f 

18 Exhibit No. l, which 15 he ETC dated 6 · 19 - 97, and 

19 Ex hi~iL No . 2, which 15 a re spo nse t o data request 

_o dated 10· 1~·97 . 

., ' .. MS. w:EST : h ny ob J ections? If not, l and 2 

22 have bee n admltted . Any questions conce rning this 

2 J d oci<et. ? 

., . ... CHA: Rx;.:; 6 1.:RG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

2 ; ( o r toll c o ntro l l n TC97 - 102 for one year. 



CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I 'd oecond it . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC9 7· 105. 

MR . CO IT : We move for the admissio n of ETC 

s requeot. Exhlblt No. l , dated 6·19-97. and admission of 

6 Exhibit No. 2, response t o data request dated 1 0- 14 -97. 

7 MS. WIEST : Any o b jection? If not, Exh i bits 

9 land 2 have been admitted . Any questi o ns concernin9 

9 thi s docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant a waiver 

11 f or toll con trol in TC97· 105 for one year . 

12 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOE NFELDER: Concu r . 

14 

:s 

MS. WIEST : TC97-108 . 

MR CO IT: We move !or the adm1s s1on o f ETC 

16 1eque ~ . Exh1b1t No. l , dated 6-23-97 , and the 

: 1 admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data 

:a request dated 10-: 4 -97 

19 MS. WIEST: Any obj ec tion? If not. Ex hibits 

2 0 land, have been admitted. Same question. Can you , 

21 Mr . Lee, answer that one? ls that s i ngle party se r vice 

22 ava1lable fo r 

23 

24 

2 5 

MR . COIT · Fo r Faith . 

MR . LEE: 1 do not represent them, J•m sorry. 

MR . CO IT: We would request permission to 
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1 provide that vi a aff idavit . 

2 MS. WIEST : Okay . 

l CHAIRMAN BURG: I "ll move we gran t a wa iver 

~ ! o r t oll control 1n TC97·108 f o r one year. 

5 COMM lSSIONER NELSON: I'd second lt . 

6 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

7 MS. WIEST : TC97· l l ). 

8 MR . C~ IT : We move f o r the adm1ss1on o f 

9 Exhibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6-25-97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2. r es p o nse t o data requests dated 10-9-97. 

11 MS. WI ES"!'. Any ob) e ct 1o n? I f no t, they' ve 

12 been adc1tted. I have the s ame q u e stio n on this one . 

l) MR . C:O!T: Th1a 1s Armour . Bi .1 1 Haugen c an 

!4 :cspon d to y o~ r q ues: 1on. 

:7 

:a 

l~ 

20 

2! 

2:? 

23 

MR. HAUGES : Yes. I c an answe r that . 

BILL HAOOBN . J R., 

c a lled a s a witness. being first d uly s wo r n. 

wa s e x aminnd a n d testifi ed a s follows : 

EXnt:Hin';IQN 

MR HAUG£~ Good afte r noon. 

MS. W,EST · And I woul d Ju s t like t o ask yo u 

1 t you cur ren tly provide single pa rty s ervi c e to a ll o ! 

y ou r cus t ooers 1n you r a r ea. 

MR , HAUGEN : Si ngle part y se rv ice is 

25 available t o a ll o f ou r customers in Armo ur Independent 



1 Telep hone Company service area . 

2 l ate seventies. 

I t has been s inc e the 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any o thers ques t~ons o f 

4 ch is witness? Than k y o u . 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a waive r 

6 f or t oll con trol in TC97 - 113 for one year . 

7 COMMI SSl ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd. 

8 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

9 MS. Wl EST : TC97 - 11 4 . 

10 MR . CO IT: We move for the ~dmiss ion of ETC 

11 request o f the Bridgewater-Can i stot a Telephone Company, 

12 which is da t ed 6-2S-97 , t ha t's Exh ib i t No. l. And a lso 

13 move f o r the admission o f Exhibit No. 2, which is 

1~ respons e to 1 ata requests of sta ff dated 10 - ~-97. And 

15 Mr. Ha~gen 1s he r e as we ll to respond to any ques tions 

16 in this docket . 

17 MS. WIEST : Fir s t o f al l, any objectio~ to 

18 Exhibits 1 and 2? If nc: . they've been admitt e d . And 

19 l wou ld a a k the same q uestion. 

20 MR. HAUG EN : Single pace y service is 

21 availa b le t o al l the customers i n the 

22 Sridgewater-Canistota Exchanges. 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any other questions 

2 4 o f this witness? 

25 CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa iver 



1 

2 

3 

5 

.; 8 

!or t oll control 1n TC97· 114 f o r o ne year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d s econd 1t. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WI EST: TC97- 11 5 . 

MR . COIT: We would mov e t he adm1 s s1on o f 

6 Exh1b1t No . :, the ETC reque st o f Union Te lephone 

7 Compa ny, dated 6·2S-97, a n d Exh1b1t No. 2 , r es?onse t o 

8 d a ta re q ue st wh1 rh 1 dated 10·9-97. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any ob3ect1on? tf not, Exhibi ts 

l a nd 2 have been ad 1tted . 

11 question tn this doc ket . 

And I would a sk ~he same 

12 MR. HAUGEN: Single par ty s e rvice 1s 

1, available to all the customers 1n the Union Te l e phone 

:~ C ~pany serv.-e area , Hartford a nd Wall Lak~ Exch a nge s, 

:s aga:n. has been since !ace seventies. 

MS. WlES:' 

: 7 o : th. a w . tness '> 

Thank you. Any othe r questions 

22 

: ·11 ~ove we grant a wai~e r 

! or lo? restr1ct1 on :n TC97 l lS tor one year . 

COMM rss : c ~ ER ~E~SON: l 'd second i t. 

COMM: ss : ONER SChOENFELDER: Con.cu r . 

MS. w: EST :'ha n k you. TC97-117 . 

MR. co : T We move ! or the adm1ss1on o! 

2 4 Exh1b1t. No. l, E7C r-equest d a ted 6·30-97, and Exhib it 

25 No. 2, response to data r equest d a ted 10 · ! 4 -97. 
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1 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not, Exhibits 

2 land 2 have been admitted. Any q u e stions concerning 

3 this docket? 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

s for toll control in TC97 -117 fo r one yenr . 

6 

' 
8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second i t . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97·121. 

MR. COIT: We move (or che admission o f 

10 Ex~i bit No. 1. the ETC request of Kadoka, dated 7-3·97, 

11 and the admission of Exhibit No. 2, re sponse to data 

12 r e ~ uests dated 10·28-97. 

13 MS. WIEST : Any objections to Exhibits 1 and 

1 4 2? I' not, they've been admitted. Any que stions 

15 concerning th1s d ocket ? 

16 CHAI RMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve we g r ant a waiver 

17 for toll control 1n TC97-121 for one year. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

COMMISS!ONER NELSON: I'll second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

KS. WIEST: TC97 - 12S . 

MR . COIT: We'd move f o r the a dmission of ETC 

22 request, Exhibit No. 1 , dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit No . 

23 2, response t o data request of staff, wh ich is dated 

24 10-29 -97. 

25 MS. WI EST: Any objection to Exhibits land 



so 

t 2? If not . they've been admitted. Any questi on s 

2 concerning this d ocke t? 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

( o r coll control 1n TC97-l 25 f o r o ne yea r. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I 'd second it. 

COMM IS S I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WlEST : TC97· 130. 

MR. COIT: We wou ld mo ve f o r the admiss ion o f 

9 Exhibit No . l . t h r ETC request d ated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exh1b1t No . 2, the response t o data requ est dated 

l 1 

12 

1 3 

10 - 14 - 97 . 

MS. WI ES7 · Any obJect i on t o Exh i bits 1 and 

2? If not. they've bern admitted . Any questi o ns 

:~ con c erning t h1s d ocket ? 

CHn lP MAS BURG, 1'11 move we grant a wa i ve r l 5 

l ! 6 ! or to 11 

17 

contro : 1n TC9 ~- 130 ! or one year . 

COMM: ss:OSER NELSON : I woul d second ll. 

I 9 COMM: ss:ONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

: Q I'S . w: ES7 TC97• 131. 

MR. co :7 We woul d move t he adm1 ss1on o ! ETC 2 0 

21 request £ xh 11>: . No. l, wh ich 1s dated 7 - 10-97, and 

22 Ex h~b1t No. 2, r esponse t o data reque s t dated 10 - 14 ·97 . 

23 

:? 4 I ::? , 

MS . WIEST : Any obJection t o Exh ibi ts 1 and 

i! not , Lhey•ve been admitt ed , Any q uestions 

::?S l concern:ng this d oc k ~t? 
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CHAIR~AN BURG : l'll move we grant a wa i ver 

for toll control in TC97 - l3l for one yea~. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 1 5 4 . 

MR . COIT: We would move into the record 

7 Exh ibi t No. 1, the ETC request, dated 9 -10 97 and a lso 

8 Exhibi t No. 2, the respo nse to data r Jquest dated 

9 10- 16 - 97. 

10 

11 

12 

ll 

1 4 

1 5 

:6 

1 7 

18 

MS . WI EST : Any o b j e ction t o Exhibit land 

2? If not, they ha ve been admitted. Let' s see, on 

th i s one this was o ne o f a couple that no time per iod 

wa s request d f or che wa i ver . l assume you st i l l wane 

the one y e ar ? 

respond. 

R1veI . 

MR. COIT: Mr . Barf i eld is here . He could 

He' s Mr . Bob Ba rfield. manager f o r ~ esc 

MS. WIEST : They req uest a wa i ver but this 1s 

19 o ne o( the few ones that d~dn't ask f or o ne year , as 

2 0 !ar a s I can see, o r any time period. Sol was 

21 wo ndering i f the re wa s any different t ime per iod that 

22 wa s being requested . 

23 BOB BARFIELD, 

c a lled a s a wit ness, being f i rst duly sworn, 

was exami ned and testified as fol l ows: 



S2 

E;< AM INATION 
2 MR . BAR FI ELD: In response to your question , 

3 sLnce the vendor does n o t have a date. as f a r as we 

~ kno w. at this t ime to pro v ide this. that's the reason 

s we didn't ask for a certain time rer 1od o n the wa iver . 

6 

., 
MS w·EsT : 

MR . COI7 

But we w1l! need a t1me period. 

Would you be w1lling to acc ept the 

8 one - year time per1 od tha t is be i ng granted to other 

c; comp an ui s? 

10 

11 

MR. BARFIELD: We sure woul d . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And 1 think the thought 

12 be h ind it 1s if there s t il l 1an·t any solut i on. then it 

13 wo uld b e renewed or we ·d request . With tha-:.. I' ll ciove 

tn&t we grant a #a1ver f o r toll control in TC97 - : S ~ for 

: s one year 

: " COMM ISSI ONER UELSON ! would second 1t. 

l ., COMMI SS ! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

!8 MS. WIEST ~et'• go to TC07-1SS. 

:c; MR corT We would request adm1ss1on o ! 

20 Ex h:b~t No. :. wh1ch 1s the ETC request o f Mobridge 

21 Te lecommun1cat1ons, which 1s dated 9·10 ·97, and a ! s o 

22 Ex h1b1 t No. 2. wh1cn 1s the response to data ~eq ues t 

23 dated 10·16 -97. 

.. . _., 

25 

MS. W1 ES7 : Any obJectlon? H not. Exh bit s 

: anC Z na ve been ad~1tted. And 1 woula have the s&~e 



S 3 

1 question with respect to the length o f the wa iver. 

2 MR. BARFIELD: And the response wo uld be the 

3 s ame . 

4 

s 

we would ask for a year on the wa~ver. 

MS. WIEST: Th ank you. Any other questi ons? 

CHAIRMAN BORG: With that I'll move that we 

6 grant a waiver on toll control in TC97 - 1SS for one 

7 year. 

8 

9 

10 

COMMIS S I ONER NELSON: r·d second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l concur. 
I , 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip t o 

11 TC97 - 167. 

1 2 MR . COIT: I woul d just note that T~re e Rive r 

13 Telco is not an SD!TC member comp~ny, so r· m not really 

1q here today t o represent Three River Telco. 

1S MS . WIEST: Nobod y is here ? 

15 CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any queat~ona on 

17 

18 

19 

it. o r do we have t o have representa ti o n? 

MS. WI EST: Somebody needs to move 1t in. 

MR . CO I T: Well. 1! you're looking for a 

20 body , T guess I can serve as the body. 

21 MS. CRE:MER : Otherwise, I c an move to admit 

22 

23 

24 

the t wo exh 1b1ts. 

ETC, and ll -7-97, 

u S West . Let me 

Number l, 10-10-97, the request. fo r 

the amended -- oh. I'm s or ry·, that· a 

try that again. 10-16 of •97 is the 

25 request and 11 - 13 -97 is the amended request, and l 

I , 
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l woul d ask that they be admitted 1n. 

2 MS. WIEST· Any obJect1on? If not, they've 

3 been adm1tted . Are there any guest 1ons concerning this 

4 d ocket? I woul d note that their appl ica tion does 

S request a wo1ver !or one pe r iod for toll cont r ol. 

6 CHArRMAN BURG , There isn't a question on the 

7 single part )' line, though, 1a t~ere ? 

8 

9 

:o 

l 2 

l) 

MS. WIES T : No. 

CHA,RMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa ive r 

: o r ioll con·rol :n TC97 :67 f o r one year. 

CO MM ISS:ONER NELSON: I'd second , 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS WIEST : A~ this time d1d you want to go 

14 to Us West, o r 1s Harla n g o 1n9 t o speak c o these 

.~ dockl'ts? 

: " 
l 7 

: e 

: " 
~o 

: J 

MS CREMER 

MS WI EST . 

We 'll f 1n1sh up these first 

Okay . 

ST~FF'S EXHIB!T NO. 1 WAS MA RKED FOR 

: ::>E~7:f'! CA7: o :,; I 

HARLAN BEST, 

c a lled as a w:tness. being ~1 rst duly s wo rn. 

was exao1ned and test: fied as ! o llows: 

P4RECT EXAMINATI ON 

~4 oY ~ R HOSECY 

Would yo~ state your name ! o r che reco r d, 



l please. 

A. 

Q. 

ss 

Har l an Best . 

And what is you r job? 

q A. I a m deputy d i rector o f fixed utilities f or 

S the Public Utilities Commiss ion, South Dakot a . 

6 Q. And h a ve y ou been present in the hearing r oom 

7 this afternoon fo r the hearing o n these app lica tions? 

8 

9 

A. 

Q . 

Yes. 

And have y ou had t he oppor tun it y to review 

10 the caption i n the notice of th is hearing which lists 

11 the cases wh ~ h are before t he Commission on this date? 

12 

13 

A . 

Q. 

Yes . 

And are y ou famili ar wit h the applications in 

?4 each o f these cases? 

15 

16 

A . 

Q. 

Yes. 

As a pare of your job, h ave you reviewed 

17 those appl icat1 on s ? 

18 A. Yeo, l have . 

19 Q. Yo u have before you an e xh ibit numbered 

20 Sta.ff•s No. l; 1s that correct? 

21 

22 

A. 

o. 

Yes . 

And 1s that an exhibit that you prepared in 

23 t h e course of you r du t ies? 

2 ~ A. Yes. it is. 

25 o. Just briefly explain to the Commission . 
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1 please, what that exhibit entails . 

2 A. Wha t I have done on this exhibit is across 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

l 2 

the top is listed each of the companies requesting 

el1g1ble telecommunications carrier status. the 

associated d oc ket nu~~er, and the staff counsel that is 

assigned to the respective dockets . Down the side . the 

left - hand side, 1s the requ i rements that are set forth 

f o r ETC status . Popula ted within the col umns 1s the 

responses thal the respective companies ga ve within 

their cxh1b1ts 1 and Exhibit 2 that have been admitted 

int o the r ec o rd. 

o. And are there any changes or correc tions t o 

,J this exhibit that yo u would like to make at this time? 

1 4 A. On e that I a m a ware of 1s under Vivian 

: s Te l epho ne, Docket ~C9 7-068, u nder the L1!el1ne and Link 

1 6 Up 1t sho ws that it w1ll be available 1 - 1 - 97 . It 

17 sho ~ld be 1 - 1 - 98 . I 'm not a ware o f any other 

19 cor re c ti o ns. 

~ p HO~ ECY : Okay At this po 1nc 1n t~me I 

20 wou i c mo ve Sta f (·s £ x h~b1: No. l i nto evidenc e . This 

21 1s 1n:ended a s test1~o n y for all o f the d ockets en mass 

22 wi t h the e x c epti o n o ~ U 5 West . 

23 COMM:SS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : US We st 1s o n 

2~ ne r e t h o ugh 

25 MR . HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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2 

MS . WIEST: 

MR. CO IT: 

57 

ts there any objection? 

My comment would b e tha t I just 

3 received this sol haven't had an opp o rtunit y to go 

4 through to make sure this is all accura t e. T gue ss 1 

5 c an cake Mr . Best's wo rd that i t is accurate and I ' ll 

6 have co d o t hat , r guess. Other than that, I don• t 

7 ha,e any comment. 

8 MS. WIEST : Do you want an o ppo rtunity to 

9 look 1.t o ver? 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

MR. CO IT : Well, it mi gh t cake l' e a wh ile, s o 

1 don't have any objection. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Then Sta ff Exhibit No. l 

will be admitted i n to al l o! the d oc ke ts that we have 

1 4 gone through so far . 

15 MR. HOSECK: Okay . Thank y o u . 

16 

17 

18 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

o. Based on the review of the~e d o ckets tha t you 

have d one and re l y ing to whatever extent y o u may o n 

s~a ff's Exh ibit No. 1 . did the appli c ant companies meet 

the requirements o ! becoming an eligible 

te lecommuni c at ions ca rr ier? 

A. Yes , they have, w1.th the noted l ace - f iled 

a f! 1dav1cs that will be done in a number of the 

dockets. 

Q. And wi th regard to advertising serv ices 

25 excnange - wide, d o you have a recommendat ion co the 
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l Comm1saion for a provision to be included i n an orde r 

2 whi ch would come out o ! theae proceedings? 

3 A . Yes. Staff's re commendati o n for advertis i ng 

4 would be that the ETC ca rr i er be required t o a d verti ae 

5 at l east once ~ach year; and if they have a ny rate 

6 change , tnat tha r rate change b e a dvertised when 1t 

7 does change. 

9 

10 

: l 

1 -... 
l l 

o. And 1n conclusion. do you have an op1 n 1on a s 

t o whether o r no t the appl i cants c o ntained on Exhibit 

l, w1th the excep ti on o f US West wh1cn has not had its 

c •ee heard yet at this time. whether or not those 

appli c ants meet the qual1f1cat1ons as an e ligible 

tP ! ecommunicat1ons c ar rie r ? 

With staf!'s r eview tha t has been undertaken, 

: ! yea , they do meet the requirements f o r ETC status. 

: < MR. HOSEC Y: I have no ! u rt her queat 1ons of 

: 7 this witnes~ . 

: 8 MS WIEST : h re there any queat1ons of this 

~o 1 ;;Ross · EXA;-!INATIQN 

2, BY MR. COIT : 

:2 l assume when you t a lked about adve rt1 s1ng 

~J rate c hanges that you 're referencing the rates Just f or 

2 ; the essential se rvi ces that are supported by unive rsal 

2 5 service? 
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A. Yes . 

MR . COl T : No f u r ther questions. 

MS . WIEST: Ms. Roge r s? 

MS. ROGERS: No , no quest ions . 

MS. WIEST : Mr. Heasto n ? 

MR . HEASTON: No. 

CHA(RMAN BURG : The only quest i o n I ' d have l s 

8 t h e r e any -- is adve r ti s ing identified in a n y way ? Is 

9 there any crit e ri a f or what advert ising means in the 

10 conte x t o f th i s? Is the methods i n the FCC Order as 

11 well? 

12 MS. WIES T : I' m sorry, what was the 

1) question? 

CHA I RMAN BURG: The qu es tion l h a d for Harl an 

15 or a nybody else is , is there a mean ing, is ithere a 

16 description. definition f o r ad vert i sing, wha t that 

17 constjtutes? 

18 MS. WIEST: Under the statute i t self 

19 2 H le) ( 1 ) ( Bl t:he y must advertise the a vailabil i t y of 

20 such services and if you ' re referring t o the services 

21 that a re su p ported by fede r al uni versa l service a nd the 

22 charges the refore csing medi a o f genera l d istribution. 

23 

24 me. 

25 

CHA IRMAN BURG : Okay . I thi nk that sat is f i es 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Does t ha t mea n f o r 



Lifeline and Link Up, the y ha v e to adver tise thi s 

2 once? 

) MS. WIEST: Th at would be u nder sta f f's 

recomciend a tion, I bel1eve. 

A. Yes. once each yea r. 
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4 

s 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Wel l, frankly . l d on 't 

7 thin k i t's adequate. 

8 COMMI SSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Are y ou d o ing 

9 that ? Are you·· to f o ll o w up·· e xcus e me, co f ollo w 

10 up on Commi ssioner Nelson' s questi o n, a r e you 

11 r ecommend i ng t hat they advertise once eac h year afte r ? 

12 I bel1ev~ ou r o rd e r said that you have to send an 

13 application to everyone o nce initially and then to 

14 every ne~ customer . You' re request1ng th is 

:s advertisemen t o ! L1!eline. Link Up In addi tion to, 

16 would th a t be ac cu r a te o r not? 

A . Right. The L1!el1ne, Link Up u nder TC97·150, 

18 which was i ssued yeste r d ay, states that i t sha ll be •. 

19 a form shall be, o r a lette r shall be s e n t t o p r esent 

20 customers, and t hen th10 would be an a dvertisement o f 

2 l l t . They'd h av e to d o ad ve rtisement o f t his f er at 

~2 least vnce each year . 

23 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELJ ER : Oka y Tha nk you. 

~4 COMMISSIONER N£LS0~: So is the a nswer to 

2S La axa•s q uestions i t's 1n addition to? 
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l A . Yes . They wou l d do it origina ll y . and o nc e a 

2 year af t er . 

) 

4 Where? 

5 

6 

7 

A. 

A. 

MS. Wl £ ST : Ho w wo u l d t hey a d v e r tise? 

Where would the y a dvert ise ? 

MS. Wl £ ST: Yes. 

Wh ate v e r g e nera l dis tribution i t mee t s 

8 a ccording , I a ss ume , it me a n s newspaper c and chos e 

9 types of publications . 

10 MS. WI EST: So i t cou ld be a n y t ype o f 

ll genera l distri bution me dia o nce a year ? 

12 A. Wh a teve r is available wi thi n t h e i r g i ven 

13 e xchang e s tha t the y ijerve. 

1 4 MS. WIEST: And it wo uld o nly b e fo r t ho s e 

15 servic es supported right now b y federa l un i versa l 

16 service? 

17 

18 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST: And every time the y chang e d a 

19 race for one of those s e r v ice s . t h e n tha t would ha ve t o 

20 be re- a dve rt ised a t t ha t time? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MS . WIEST : Ar e t here any oth e r que st i ons o f 

23 this wi t ness? If no t, t han k yo u . Actua l ly , r d o. 

2~ Could yo u re t ake t h e s t and , Ha r la n? I guess we have a 

25 question !or you. Could you look at you r exhi bi t f o r 
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l Venture Communications. TC97 -0 95? 

2 A. Yes. 

3 MS. WI EST: Does the answer to number four, 

4 single party serv1 c e, we did gran t the~ a waiver 

5 becauee currently they do not have single party service 

6 apparently to three customers? 

7 A . Yes . 

a MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect there, 

9 your quest1 on there? 

10 

H 

:3 

1~ 

1!:> 

16 

: 1 

:s 

A . It would be a clarifica tion there to it, yes. 

MS . w:ES7 : Okay. Thank you. Do you have 

anything further. Mr . Hoseck? 

MR . HOSEr K: Staff has nothing further. 

Thank you. 

MS IC EST: Do you want to take a 9hort break 

unc1l we 9c l o US West ? 

MR co:7· When docs the Comm1ss1on ·· are 

you going to wait ur.t1! the end t o rule on all o ! the se 

:9 w_~n respect to :he a ctua l ETC des1gnat1on? 

20 ~ S W!£S ":" : 7hac·s why we' r e taking a short 

o:-eak. 

22 

23 

( AT TH:S 7lME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN .) 

MS. w: EST· Let's get started again. And we 

2 4 will go to TC97-l63. 

25 MR. HEAS70N: And I would move t dmission o f 
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l Exhibit 1, which is the request. and Exh i b it 2, which 

2 is the amended request, and Exhibit 3, wh ich is the 

3 service territory map. That's Exhibit l, 2 and 3 

4 respectively in the docket. 

S MS. WIEST: Any obj ection to Exhibits l, 2 

6 a n d 3? Do you have a copy of the service ter r itory 

7 map? Are there any objections to Exhibits l, 2 and 3? 

8 I f not, they've been admitted. You may proceed, 

9 Mr. Heaston. 

10 MR . HEASTON: We woul d also join in the 

11 motion on the toll control. The reason we d i d not seek 

12 a waiver in the initial application i a because as I 

13 read Paragra o h 388 of the Order in the DA 97-157 

14 indicated that toll blocking would be sufficient in the 

15 meantime and it was dependent upon when you u pgraded 

1,; s witches. And so we do not feel we need a waiver of 

17 toll cont r ol, but the co~mon wisdom seems to be there 

18 needs to be a wa iver, so we will f ollow the herd here 

19 and request the tol l control wai ~e r also . 

20 And we are also one of the parties to the 

21 request of the FCC to reconsider the toll limita tion, 

22 that this includes both toll blocking and toll 

23 control. And I guess we would a lso point ou t that with 

2 ~ the i mplementation of number portability that is going 

25 to im,pact toll cont rol somewhat s ignificantly. And so 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

6 4 

while we agree wi th Bo b Barf i eld i n his o bserv a ti o n 

tha t s i nce we d o n't k no w when it's go i ng t o happen , 

that ' s why we wo u l dn ' t wa n e a t ime limi t o n it, but we 

are willi ng t o a c cep t the o ne year with t h e 

und e rstand i ng that i f the r e is not t h e ab ility to 

imp leme nt it or i f the a bi l i ty i s too e xpensi ve to 

imp lemen t , c h a t we wo u ld b e abl e to come b a c k t o th i s 

Commissio n and seek further wa i ve r o f tha t . o f 

imp l e me nt ing to l l con tro l wi th pare o f the e ssent i a l 

tel e communicat ions c a rri e r o b liga tion . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Wou ld t h e Commissioners 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Did we a dmi t the e x hi bi t s ? 

MS. WIEST: Ye s . 

l ~ CHAIRMA~ BURG : I' ll move that we wai ve coll 

15 cont r ol f or TC97- 163 fo r o ne ye a r . 

16 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: We l l. I 'm g o ing t o 

17 second it. but I h e ard an expans io n of wh a t we• ve been 

18 wa 1v1ng 1n the past f rom giving t h e m one y e a r wit h the 

19 1de a we' r e goi n g to r ene w it. And the r e a son I was 

20 w1lling t o g r ant 1 t is because tec h nolog y 1s not out 

21 there. No w, the Ace r equires t hat it be t here and i t 

22 didn't say anyt h i ng a bout how mu ch i t cost. So I 

23 d i dn't hear anyt hi ng a bout o ne o f the reaso n s we were 

24 waiving it in the past was because that i t mi gh t b e 

25 cost p r oh1b1ti ve a s much as because t e chnol o g y wa s n ' t 
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l there. I can understand why technology wasn't the re. 

2 but I d i dn't ·· I wasn't in Congress when they voted 

3 that was part of the Act. 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's not part of the Ac t. l 

s guess that's the first th ing. rc·s a n FCC·· 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I t ' s a rule. 

7 MR. HEASTON: lt 'S an FCC dictate . 

a COMMI SSIONER NELSON : But it hns the same 

9 weight as the rules and statute unless it's changed in 

10 court; rig ht? 

ll MR. HEASTON: That's true. But unless the 

12 FCC changes, as we' ve urged chem to do. 

13 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Right. So I'm 

14 seconding you r mot ion with the understanding it's 

15 e xactl y as we had stated it o r iginally; i s that 

1 6 cor rect? 

17 

18 year. 

19 

CHAIRMAN BURC: I mean the mo t ion was for one 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I believe the 

20 mot 1on was for one year, a wa1ver ior one year, and I 

21 didn't know that the mo t ion had anyth i ng more than 

22 that, than J ust a wa~ ver (rom toll control for one 

23 year. 

2~ 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG : It doesn·t. 

COM~!SSIONER SCHOENfELDBR : Then l'll concur. 

1· 
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COMM ISSIONER NELSON : Al l I' m saying. though, 

is I voted f o r i t a nd there will be a record that I 

voted f or it; and th~ reason I voted f or it wa s the 

technology wasn 't available. And that's a lot 

5 dtfferent in my mtnd t han it•s cost prohibiti ve . 

6 

7 

8 

CO MMISSIONER SCHOENFEL~ER: I th1nk 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: Not that that would~ ·t 

be an tssue in my mind that you cou ld debate . I don't 

9 wan t a record that I'm supporti ng something for a 

1 0 di f ferent reason than I did. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a commen t t hat I'd make 

12 on i t, I guess. I! there isn't a technology. I rea ll y 

13 

l S 

16 

hate to see all 50 or 75 filings just for an 

extension. :! there 1s s o me way we could certif y there 

1s no technology 1no e x tend !t as we coce up towards 

th t year, I· d welcome that solut 10n rather than go 

r. personally, in 

-y wn -:~J c an no: see a so:u::on when we•re g o !ng to 

17 h ve -~1::p.e co-pa n:es :n nu~be r p o rtab.:t•y :t 

: . - • :. •. : o::. 

• e-~an 



1 pieceY o f paper. So if we can find a way to 

! consolidate it at that ti~e . I would welcome any 

3 suggestions. T \ at•s all I have. 
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4 MR . HEASTON: I have Mr. Lehner available 

S here, and we do have a couple questions to ask him. 

6 JON LSBN•R , 

7 called as a witness, be i ng first duly sworn. 

8 wa s examined and testified as follows: 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

10 BY MR. HEASTON: 

11 Q. Mr. Lehner. in our app lication we de·scribed 

12 the issue o f eliminating multi-party s ervic es and going 

13 to single party service throughout Us West service 

1 4 areas. Ca n you update the Commission on the status of 

15 that cons istent with wha t we've a lready put in the 

16 applicati on? 

17 A. Yes. As of October 31 of this year the 

18 number o f multi-pa rty o r two - and four -party customers 

19 1 n Us West's ter ritory is 612. 612. 

20 

21 Jon ? 

22 IL 

CHAI RMAN BURG : What was the date o n that, 

As of 10-31-97. 

23 Q. And what can y ou tell the Commission about 

24 ou r co nt i nuing eff o rt to e liminate the multi - party 

25 se rv ice ? 
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1 A . The plan right now is to eliminate a l l o f 

2 tboee 612 except for 52 of them. And the time frame 

3 for tha t will be by the end of the second quarter, 

4 wh ic h I s u ppose we cou ld put f o r a date o f 6 - 3 0 of 

S '98 . So a ll bu t S2 o f tho se wil l be completed by 6 - 30 

6 o f • 9 8 . 

7 o. And wha t abo ut the rema i ning 5 2? 

8 A. Th e r e ma i ning S2 are extremely h i gh c ost 

9 upgrades . And uh t. 1 o ther technol o gy or other means 

10 become avai l able . there are no plans right n ow . We 

11 h ave n o plans to mo ve ahead with those S 2. 

l 2 o. Wit h that we still believe t hat it is 

l l app r o pr i ate £0 :- us to -- we still believe t he wa i ver is 

l ~ a p p r o priate 1 n t h i s c a s e ; 1a that correct? 

15 

l 6 

17 have . 

: a 

:o 

~. _, 

I B':' MS 

A. 

;. 

That ta co r rect . 

MR H£ AS70 N ':'ha t ' s a ll the que a t ~o ns I 

MS W:ES7 

CREMEF 

Ms C :.- eoer ? 

; soss EXAM:NAT lON 

re - n ey tn a spe c 1[ ! c area . 

There 's abo u t 

Or ; cou! d g i ve y o u a l ate - f iled 
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1 e xhibit. Let me j ust re a d them off. Ar l lngto:n is 

2 four; Belle Four-che, si x ; De Smee, four; Hur-on, three; 

3 Lake Preston, one. 

4 COMM 1SS10NER NELSON: Do :·ou want to s t art 

5 over? 

6 A. Arl ington , four; Belle Fourc he, six; De Sme t , 

7 four; Huron, three; Lake Preston, one; Madison , t wo; 

8 Milbank, four; Pierre, t wo; Redfield, t wo; Sis.seton, 

9 six:; Spearfish, t wo; Volga, five; Watertown, ten; 

10 Ya1.kt on . one. 

11 

12 

l) 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

o. Is there a particular r~aaon? ls it li k e 

Ana conda line o r something? 

A . It 's a combinat1on o f many fa c·ors , but you 

mean e s f ar as the 52 are concerned? 

Q. Yes. 

A . It's a combi nJtion o f many factors. We're 

talkLng about feeder distribution . we ' re talking abou~ 

in some cases a PAIR GAIN systems like Anaconda that 

would need t o be replaced. 

MS . CREMER : Ok ay. That ' s all the quest1ons 

I have. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Have you investigated any 

23 other technical solutions ocher than to a s1ngJe pa r ty 

24 ocher than line extension? 

25 A. You mean in order co provide a single par~y 
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l service to these customers? 

CHA1Rl1AN BURG; Yee. 2 

) A . Yes . I think the answer is we are constantly 

looking f o r a c heaper way t o do this b ecause in some 

5 c ases , Commissioner, we're talking abou t o ver $1 00 ,000 

6 to upg rade a single customer, and it j ust doesn't make 

7 sense to do that. And the answer would seem to lie 

8 pro bably in s o me f o rm of wi re l eso. but s o far the 

9 wire l ess technologies, whe ther the n satellite o r fixed 

1 0 w1reless . are stil l pretty expensive. I see that as 

ll 

12 

the ultimate s o luti on, though, to some o f these. 

CHAIRMAN BURG , l'm going to move t o grant 

l) the wa iver. 

l 4 ~S WIEST: Just a second. Do the 

: ~ Comm 1su1oners ha ve any other questions? As o pposed t o 

the other ones , l'm going co have t o ask you s o~e 

17 questi o ns to ver1~y things that were 1n t he app l:cat i o n 

:s be~ a~SP tnat was s.Qned by Mr Heast o n. : t wasn't 

:~ s1qned oy a w1·ness witr. an aff1dav1c. as al: the 

... 
o tnl"r11 were. So ~~a r w. th =e !or a second. 

: ·vc never cr~sted h:s s:gna cure either . 

F.rst one. does US West provide 

vo:ce qrade a ccess to the publi c s witched net wo rk to 

:~ a : . on .ts s e:v. c e a re ? 
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l 

2 

3 

A. 

MS. WI EST : And d o e s i t p r ovid e loca l usage ? 

Ye s . 

MS. WIEST : Do you provide dual t one 

4 multi- f requency signalling or its functional 

5 equivalent? 

6 A . Yes. 

7 MS. WIEST : Do you p r o v ide acces s to your 

8 e mergenc y services? 

9 A . Yes. 

10 MS. WIEST: Do you p r ovide acces a to ope rator 

11 llle rvices? 

12 

13 

1 4 

1S 

16 

A. Yes . 

~ . WI EST. Do you p r o v ide access t o 

interexc hange s e r v ice? 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST : And do you pro vide access t o 

17 directory ass i stance? 

18 

19 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST; And y ou've al r eady tal k ed abou t 

20 toll control and the waiver. Do y o u prov i de or are you 

21 able t o provide to ll block ing? 

22 A . Yes. 

23 MS . WIEST : Then getting back to your request 

2 4 for the wa i ver on single party servi c e, I k now 1n you r 

2S application you t a l ked abou t the o nes that you have no 
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l pl a ns, you k now, o f providing service due to the cosc 

2 and everything . My p r oblem, I guess, i s that t d on·~ 

3 see chat there is any de mi n imus e xception within t he 

4 FCC rules with respect to single party service. Hav e 

s you been granted any of this type of de minimus 

6 exc eption to that requirement, d o you k now, i n any of 

7 

8 

9 

the other states . 

A. I am no t a ware . 

MS. WIEST : And wha t I 'm getting at is that 

10 it app e ars, a ccording to the FCC ru l es and l'm 

11 looking at 4 7 5 4 . l Ol lcl. t hat in o rder t o g r ant a ny 

12 additi o nal time t o complete ne t wo rk upgrades for single 

1 3 party o r enhanced 9 11 o r to ll limitation, that ~ he 

Commission d oes in fact have to set a time period fo r 

15 you ~o complete those net wor k upgra des . Is y ou r 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

2 0 

2l 

22 

23 

25 

contenti o n tha t we d o n o t? 

A . I woul d not make that contenti o n. r•m going 

to let my a ttorney argue with y ou abo ut that. 

MS . WIEST : Wel l. then, I do have a cou ple 

other questions . My ot her questi o n 1s on service 

area. And 1t is a lso a requ i remen t of the state 

Comm:ssion to designate service areas a s o pposed to 

study areas f o r n o nrural telecommunications companies. 

First of all , y ou would agree that you are a nonrural 

t elecommunications company? 
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1 A. Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: And in t h e FCC's pub lic notice 

3 96-45 i ssued 9 -29- 97, it doe~ st a te that we must send 

4 to USAC the names of the ETC's a nd the designated 

s service are a s for nonrural carrier s no later than 

6 December 31st, 1997. And l know you made some 

7 reference co these things 1n your appli c ation, but l 

8 d on 't think you really told us what you want your 

9 service area to be. Bec ause the FCC has told us that 

10 we better not adopt your study area as your service 

11 area f or large l~EC's. Do you have service areas fo r 

12 your company that you wan t the Commission to adopt at 

13 t his time ? 

l" 

15 

1 6 

17 

l 8 

UI 

A. We l.l, r suppose that -- a nd, Bi l l, jump in 

here. guess, to help me with this. But l suppose 

that ou r fferv1ce area ought to be ou r exchanges in the 

otate o f South Dakot a . Now, the ~tudy area is~ 

dlff.:rent 1soue and that hao not · een determined ye t. 

But I would thtnk that our service area would be our 

2 0 exchanges that we serve in the state of Soutb Dakota. 

2! MR. HEASTON: lf r may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there is no def ini tion yet; and c ertainly 

23 our se rvi c e area would be those a reas within which we 

24 are authorized to p r ov ide the supported ser vices. 

25 MS . WIEST: Right. And tha t's my questi o n. 

,. 
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1 MR . HEASTON : From a general perspec tive, 1 

2 guess, 1 f tha t• s what you• re look1n9 f o r is what yo u 

3 wo u l d d e sign a te to the FCC would no t be anything 

4 outs i d e the area whe re we're autho rizud or ce r tified to 

5 provi de service . When 1t comes to where the areas are 

6 going t o be that woul d be where th e servi c e s would be 

; suppo rt ed by a u n ive r sal serv1ce !und , wh ether 1t's 

8 high cos t o r low income o r libraries o r whatever it 

9 happens c o be, you know, t h a L's an area chat's 

10 currently under deba te depending upon wh t ch pro x y cost 

l l model 1s 90109 to be a ccepted . And so that's wh y we 

12 are s ome what vague o n that term because what t h i s 

l) Com~1ss1 on has no ~ do~e and nor has the FCC come out 

1~ with any !1na, d~c~a1on as to what model 1 c 1s going to 

lS. accepL. So I th!nk 1! we're required t o take a look a t 

l~ a ·s~:v1ce area.· t would d o i t fr om the standpoint of 

l1 what Jon · to co~~.y w1• h the l aw . I( that's what 

19 w1•·1e looking : o r , to compl y wi t h the FCC' 1·equ1rement. 

: th,nk that• wh a ~ we woul d look a t 18 a n area . 

:= 0 .-!louoh. n :.i:-9er ~han a - excha nge area, which ,.,e wo uld 

~ l equate to a w1:e c e n:er o r an e xchange area. And we 

Z2 have however many are on that. 

MS w:e:s:- . 

24 still have? 

l': R HEAS7 0 S : 

He how ma n y e xchanges d o you 

!e's on the l13c we submitted . 



A. l can't answer that exac tly . ! t . s 

4pproxi mately J~. 

MS. WIEST : I t wou ld be a ttached ? 

MR . HEASTON: lt's o n ou r exhibit to ou r 

.application. 

MS. WIEST: So however many wi t h the 

7 amendment the th r ee tha t we re mi sse~. That' s how many 

8 service areas you wou ld like t h e Commission to 

9 designate for US West at this time? 

to A . ! guess I'm not s u r e whe t her we woul d want t c 

tl designate each e xc hange . 

12 ~s. WIES T : My pro blem is we are supposed to 

lJ tell the FCC by Dece mber 31st what yo ur designated 

service area 1s . H 

1S A . Then r suppose we oug ht t o d o i t exchange by 

16 exc hange . 

:1 MS. WIEST : tf y ou wa nt more time to think 

1 8 about 1t 

1 !i MR. HEASTON: Yes, t think l woul<l. I mean 

20 thts is not s ometh ing that ' s come up in the other t wo 

21 st a tes that r ·ve done t hi s in, and I h ad the same bas1c 

22 appl1 cation. I will have to·· I will do a late -f iled 

23 e x h1 b1t on t hat i f I could with an affidavit fr om Jon . 

24 MS . WIEST: Okay . 

25 MR . HEASTON: Wha t are you relying on aga i n, 
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1 Rolayne? 

2 MS . WlEST: Actua lly what as far as the FCC'& 

3 public notice. that was docket 96 - 4 S DA 97-1892 issued 

4 9-29-97. 

5 MR . HEASTON: 1892. 

6 MS. WI£~ And I'm also relying on 

7 paragraphs 18S, 192. 193 of the FCC'& universal oervice 

8 o :-der . 

~ 

1 0 

11 

MR . HEASTON: 

MS . WIEST : 

MS. CREMER: 

MS. WIEST : 

13 unive rsal serv ice . 

MR . HEASTON: 

197, l7S . 

1S7 o r 

l8S, 192. 

The uocket numbe r for the FCC 

Not the docket n umber but the 

: s o rder number, the o rder number. 

MS. W: £S7 Okay . I was looking at 18S, 192 

17 and paragraph 

18 MR . HEASTON: I got those . Wa s lt FCC 

: "' 97 ! S7 

MS . WIES7 ,S7, right . And the o ther thi ng 

y ou might want t o address 1 n paragraph lBS. for 

example, 1t d o es say 1f a state PUC adopts 1ts existing 

service areas f o r large ILEC's, their study area, this 

2 ~ woul d nrect s1gn1!1cant barriers to ent ry. We are also 

2 5 encouraged to consider designating service areas that 



77 

l require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

2 traditionally serv@d. 

3 MR. HEASTON: Yes . And , see, t his -- what 

4 the problem this causes is where you have not 

s considered and ha ve left to the FCC to determine how 

6 that's going to be modeled from a prox y standpoi nt. 

7 And . yes, we are advocating smaller geog raphic elements 

8 than the wi re center for unive rsa l high cost suppor t 

9 but I do no t have a South Dakota spec i fic look because 

10 this Commissio n decided not t o do their o wn earlier 

11 this -· a cou ple months ago , a s o pposed to Wyo ming and 

12 No rth Dakot a where 1 d o have that bec a use those t wo are 

13 look i ng at doing their o wn, o r suggesting their o wn 

1 4 cost study . So 1 d o have t he small g rids . as wr c a ll 

15 it, a nd I could identify that f or you. I canno t 

16 identify anything smalle r than r ight now t h an a wi re 

l 7 ce.ncer. 

18 MS. WIEST: Okay. 

19 

2 0 on this? 

MR . CO IT : Excuse me , may l comment brtefly 

And l unders:a nd that I' ~ not a party but I 

21 do be l ieve it was my unde rstanding today that the whole 

22 

23 

24 

25 

issue o t disaggregated service areas for US West o r 

any other compan y may come up. But I would like to say 

we ce rtainly have an i nterest in the issue. And I 

think that the FCC rules ind ica te that -- the o rders 
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1 and the rules indicate that before changing an e x isting 

2 service area. that t~e Commission a t the state level 

3 needs to find that i t 's consistent with uni v e r sal 

4 service requireme nts. So I think it's a really 

s 1nvolved -- involves a lot more t han the review of 

6 a ctu a lly look ing at ETC service obligations. You· r ~ 

7 talking about making changes 1n a US West service area 

e that could s1gn1!1 c antly change the level o f suppo rt it 

9 m19ht recei v e under a federal univers a l service fund. 

10 De cisions on US Wes t serv1ce area disaggregation and 

11 so forth could certa in ly 1mpact rural telephone 

12 companies a s well. And 1 guess going into this 

13 proceeding 1t was our unde rs tanding that there a r e 

! ~ c ertain establ1st•d !ncu~bent LEC service areas, and we 

lS didn't understand, l g~ess. that we -- that the issue 

:6 in this US West doc ~et o r any of t he other ones woul d 

17 b~ W!th r ega rd to d1sag9regat1n9 servi c e areas. 

18 MS WIES7, :·~ not talk!ng about 

19 d1saggtegat1ng serv!ce areas And! t hink you have to 

20 reco9n1 2e lhe d1st1nct1on that was made between 

~: n onrurals and r ural conpan1ea with respect to service 

:2 are ., we want to !ook at doing any:h1n9 to r ural 

:J ro~pan1es with respect ~o diaa99regat1on. we have to 

2 4 sper1!1cally pet1t1on the FCC. 7hat's al! 1·~ talking 

2S about, and that's the ~easer. why: only b r ought u p this 



1 issue with respect to Us West . And it's just my 

2 underst and ing the Commission does have to do t he 

3 serv i ce area i n o rde r for OS West to get your 

4 universal service money. 
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5 MR . HEASTON: If r could have until whatever 

6 date wa s suggested earlier on get t i n g the a dditional 

7 affidavits in, I' l l have a recommendati o n for you from 

8 U S We s t on that . 

9 MS . WIEST: Okay. Are there an} OLher 

10 

1 1 

1 2 

ques t ions o f th1s witness? One more question, 

Mr . ~ehner. Do you have a ny o bserva tion to what 

Mr . Best suggested as advertisi ng requirements for you, 

13 company? 

! to A. I 'm no t sure that I understoo d e xactly what 

15 h e was requ1 r i ng . If the requirement is t o advertise 

16 it o n c e a year in the newspaper, l don't t hi nk we have 

:7 a pro b l em wi t h that . 

:8 MS . WIEST : And getting bac k t o s 1ngle part y 

: 9 se rvi c e is hig h cost, the o nly b a rrier 1s to pro v i de 

20 s109l e party se rv ice t o t ho se 52 customers ? 

21 A. Ye s. 

22 MS . WIEST : ls i t a l so u S West's p o sitio n 

23 t hat t he se ttlement agreement that you've stated i s 

2 4 sus pended concern i ng single party serv ice n o longer 

25 app l ies where I bel i e v e you stated you wo u l d have 

I. 
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1 single party service to all customers by the year 2000? 

2 A. Had the 121 investment proqram con tinued, I 

3 would have been out heie talk1ng t o the staf! and to 

4 you about these anyway. because as we ho ned d own to 

5 s ome to the l ast few on s ome o ! these exc hanges, it 

6 bec ame o bv iou s that th1s wao - this is fooli sh to 

7 spend that kind o f money with the cu rrent technology. 

a Just doesn·t m• ke any sense . 

9 MS. WIEST: That's all I have. Mr . Heaston, 

10 y ou might also wa nt to address the question o f whether 

1 1 the Comm1ss1on has the autho rity t o provide any de 

12 minimus ex ce pt ion t o the singl~ party with o ut putting 

! 3 

15 

the time line on it . 

MR. HEAS:'0 1- . d o n·t kno w that de m1n 1mus 1s 

:he issue, b ut l d o th:n < t hat you coul d p~t a t ime 

l ine o n it and ma,.e 1t renewab l e that we would have t o 

: 7 CO"-le 1n t think what :he rule would all o w you t o do 

18 10 require us to come 1n on a regul arly - scheduled 

19 bas.a. maybe annLa l:y. maybe oemi - annually. to update 

20 the Comm :ss1cn o ~ wnere we are te chnolo9yw1se 1n t aki ng 

2 l care o f the s e las t 5 2 . That would be my p o sition o n 

22 this 1s t h a t t hat puts a time l~m l t o n a nd 1t makes it 

~3 

2 4 

25 

driven by the technology and the a:! o rdab1 l1t y o ! it. 

MS w,ES7 Oka,. Any o ther queati o ns ? 

COMM: SS109£R SCHOENFELDER: I have a question 
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1 of Mr . Lehner . And che reason I have a question ia 

2 because in your amended appl ica tion you might have 

3 addressed ic . however, l don't h a ve a copy o f cha t and 

~ I apologi ze. But you a ddressed in he re and you have an 

5 e x hibit on your o r iginal application chat regards 

6 Lif e li ne, Link Up. And basi c ally whac ic is it's you r 

7 tariff, or a page that looks like a tariff page to me. 

a Now, US West really intends to comply with the 

9 Commission o rder in Lifeline, Link Up? 

10 A . Absolutely. 

11 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I need to know 

12 that. 

13 

14 

15 

1 6 

A . And that page d oesn't apply a ny more. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you. 

MS. WIEST : Any other questions ? Thank you. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: 1 guess I have a 

17 question . You know, you -- when you were talking about 

18 why y ou shouldn 't ha v e t o provide this single party 

19 systems ! or these area s ~hat you )isted like Spearfish 

20 and Pierre and all the 11st that you wen t through --

21 A. Yes . 

22 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it -- it just 

21 seems weird to me t hat it would be tha t expensive co 

2~ provide those services in some areas. Like Pierre and 

25 Huron, chose are pretty -· I mean c an you explain that 
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t o me a little bit because I f ind th a t a little odd, 

A . The high cost we' r e ta lking about in many 

c ases, not only replacing. we're tal k ing about 

customers that were engineered probably back in t he 

si x ties and seventies to multi-party s~rvice with no 

1nten t 1or. o f having s1ngle party service . So we're 

talking in many c ases miles and miles of distribution 

cabl e, s ome c ases si x pair, 11 pai r , maybe even grea t er 

pair. So we're talking about now h av ing to repl a ce 

that cable w1th probab l y SO p a i r o r a hundred pair 

c able. And we 're a lso tal k ing a bout mdny cases whe re 

a t the e nd of that c a ble we h a ve to e x tend what some 

people will call a drop, wh a t 1 call a pair of wi r es, 

somet imes severa l miles. And in order to provide 

01ngle party service ·• wel l, 1 take t hat bac k i n tha t 

case The drop piece o f that will be o kay . I was 

th1nk1ng o ( 1! the y have more than one line . Bu t we re 

talking a bout d1str1but1 on cable, we're talking about 

feeder , a nd we' r e tal k ing in some c ases about PAIR GAIN 

systems that are Just pla in ful l. I'm talking about 

systems that you've heard like Anaconda that are goi ng 

t o ne ed to be replaced. It 's e x pens ;ve. 

COMMIS S!ONER NELSON: guess in my mind it 

seems to me that cos t prohibitive -- I d i dn' t exactly 

envision exactly what you were just e x pl ~i n 1ng to me 
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1 because 1 was think 1ng maybe these lines had to be run 

2 ou t miles and ~ ilea and miles and there's no body out 

3 the re o r something . Bu t i ! th i s is in a fa i rly 

4 populated a rea. and i t doesn't see m to me that these 

S people should have to live with just t wo part y 

6 tele pho ne system when moat of the world doesn ' t , as we 

7 kno w i t in Sou th Dakota, doesn't have to d o that 

8 be c ause the lines are all fil l ed up . I mean l'm 

9 l ook ing f o r some reason why tha t's a .ceptable, 

10 especially when some o f those little companies a re 

11 saying that they g o t maybe three o r f ou r peo ple left 

12 that they don't have that s ervice for and the y've made 

13 every e!!o rt t o say, well, we want a waiver but we will 

" 4 do 1t by the end o f the y e ar o r wha teve r . 

1S A. I think that most of the compa nies you' ve 

!6 been l1a te n1ng to up unt il now -- and I obvi ou s l y c an't 

17 speak ! o r them, but I t hink you· re talking a bout 

18 eng1neer1ng that waa done probably 1S. 20 years a go 1n 

19 most of these companies• cases whe re th e y a t the time 

20 spent the money to d o t hat. We did not d o tha t . We 

21 provided d1str 1but1 on systems that were literally 

22 cea1gned not t o pro v ide single party se r vice . There 

23 are di fferen t fu nding mechanisms and di ffere n t 

2~ r equ1rements that we've had . They' ve h a d the abll .ty 

2S to spend that kind o! mone y and rec over it . No w, l c a n 
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l spend $100,000 or $150,000 or 50,000, whateve r it is. 

2 to do these, but somewh~re that has to be recovered and 

3 

4 

5 

it isn't going to be recovered from a c ustomer. 

custome r isn't going t o pay fo r that. 

That 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON : It seems t o me this 

6 flies in the face of what the gove rno r's bill sai g laat 

7 year. I mean he re we·re talking mak ing available high 

8 technology to everybody in South Dakota . Basically 

9 chat's what the bill says . And we're talking here some 

10 people that aren't even going to have sing le party 

11 telecommunication 1n this state . 

12 A. 

13 cost i s . 

Commissioner. all! can tell you is wha t the 

And l think that• s - - I think that• s . unle s s 

H there·s a recovery mechanism. it woul d make no sense to 

15 spend that ki nd of money. 

16 recommend i t. 

l 7 CHAIRMAN BURG : 

And I certain ly wouldn 't 

The question I have in t he 

18 LEC industry when we have these k ind of situations o nce 

19 1n a while chere·s ano ther provider that is closer that 

20 can do it. would that be the case to any of these? 

2l Would that bee reasonable s olut i on eve r ? 

22 A . Yes. ,t woul d . And . Commissioner . if there 

23 1s any co~pany 1n chis room that would li ke to serve 

'' I •c.y o f __ t_h_e_s~e~S-2~·~~w~o-u_l_d~-b-e~-h-a_p_p~y~t-o~-n-e-g~o-t_i_a~t-e_·~~~~--J 25 CHAIRMAN BURG: I think maybe when we ' re down 
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1 to 52 , we ought to get a l ist o f those names and s ee if 

2 we could work it out. I share what Co unsel has said . 

3 I'm not sure we can ma ke the e xception . I know that 

4 us West•s cou nsel has gi v en us what t c all a shoTt 

5 term o ne, that ln o ther words , we could give the ~a i ver 

6 f o r a limited pe r iod o f time, but I don't kno w that's 

7 an inde finite solution and we probably ought to work --

8 look at wo rk ing together to meet and find the s olution 

9 t~ me et the FCC rules I think i f we c an . Bu t s o many 

10 -- maybe, I guess, what I would like to request is the 

11 a ctual name a nd locati o n o f those 52 filed at s o me 

1 2 time. 1 don't care whe ther i t's part of this docket or 

1) 

l 4 

15 

: 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

not . 

A . 

thank you. 

I think tha t c an be provided. 

MS. WI EST. Any o ther questions? ! f not. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need some 

type of waiver in o rder to gran t chem an ETC status. 

MS. WIEST: Sor ry, f or which now? 

CHA TRMAN BURG: Fo r single pa rt y . 

MS. ~!EST : At this time staff has a wit ness 

22 on this c ase fi rs t. 

23 

2 4 

25 

MS. CREMER: Scaf f would c all Harlan Be st. 

HARLAN BEST , 

c a lled as a wit ness, be1n9 prev iousl y sworn, 
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1 was exami ned and te6ti f ied as follo ws: 

2 DI RECT EXAM INATION 

3 BY MS. CREMER : 

4 o . Harlan, were you the analyst assigned t o 

S TC97-163, US West 's application? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 And have you reviewed that appl icat ion by Os 

6 Wes t? 

A. 

o. 

Yes . 

A~d would you agree with Mr . Lehner when he 

9 

10 

11 tesc1!ied earlier that they met all the r equ irements of 

12 47 CF'R 5 ~ 101? 

A • 

.. . 
l S 

7hat they have met tho se ? 

Yes . 

Yeo, w1:h t h P d1scusslon tha t we've had on 

1 6 s.ngle parLy . 

l 7 Right O.ca y And at y ou r recommendation f o r 

18 adver 1s1n9. wo~:1 cha~ oe the same !or Us West as it 

l 9 

2 0 

was f o r the o,he:-s , 

A. Yes 

21 And what would your recommenda t ion be fo r the 

22 c o~m1ss1on tn de ! :~:ng a service area !or us West? 

23 A . I t would be the wire c enter . 

2~ MS . CREMER: That's a ll the questions I ~ o uld 

~ !> have. 
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2 

3 

4 

MS. Wl£ST: Any questions , Ms . Wilka ? 

MS. WILKA : No questions. 

MS. WIEST : Commi ss 1oners? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : The questi on I' d have is 
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5 based on that, should we not -- I mean is this·- what 

6 do I c a ll 1t ? ls t h i s a document that t~ f - l ed in 

7 these hear1nga? 

8 MS. CREMER: Yea . 

9 CHAt RMAN BURG : r guess I t hink we ought to 

l O ~o r rect tha t e xhibit to put no o n each o f those that 

11 we•ve made a waive r f o r o n the single party because 1 

12 belteve tr.~ answer is no and we've made a wai ver t o 

13 satis fy that . 

1~ MS . CR£MER : Okay. 

15 CHA[RMA~ BURG: Since that 's f iled . 

:6 COMM ISSIONER SCH0£NFELDER : We have no t move ( 

;7 f o r a waive r In t hat area, h a ve we? 

:s CH ArRMAN BURG : Yes, for six months on one 

lj o t her company . 

20 MS . WIEST : We have t wo single party waivers 

21 s o far, but US West we haven't moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : But 1! we d o and f o r any we 

23 d o , since he'$ a witness o n the stand and this i s his 

2 4 d o cument . I th i nk that this d ocument shou ld be 

25 co rrected to re f lect , no, they do not meet that to 
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1 c oi nc ide with the wai vers we've given . 

2 

) 

MS . CREMER : Okay . 

CE:I Al RMAN BURG : I q ue as I d o n 't kno w. What 

4 do we need t o d o t o make sure that correc t ion is mad e ? 

5 MS . WIEST : I believe there are three 

5 compa nies tha t 1 no t at this time pro vide single par ty 

7 se rv ice, s o a ll they woul d have t o d o 1a chang e that 

B yes t o no ! o r t ho se S t ateline, Venture, and U S West; 

9 rig ht ? 

1 0 CHA I RMAN BURG: And the tes t imo ny o n the 

.. . . re cord 1s adequ a t e :o a ccomp l ish tha t? 

l l 

: .; wo nde reo 

: s 

!6 West h a ve? 

l ., 

! 8 

A. 

: ~ 

1 

ques::.1ono 

2C 

2 : 

MS . wa:sT Yea . 

CHA I RMAN BURG: Okay . That's a l l t 

MS . W!ES7 : So how many wi re c ent ers d o es o s 

31! 

MS WIE ST · 3 8 . Thank y o u . Any other 

o ! this 1..i::. neas? 

MS CREMER · No 

MS . W: EST · Wo Jl d you like to admit this 

22 c oc <et ! o r t he p u r poses o f :his d oc ~e t? Be ! o re I o nly 

2J a d~1t t ed 1t f o r the other doc kets . 

' . _, 'lS . CREMER: Actua ll y I wasn ' t g o ing t o move 

25 • • • nto th is one b e c a us e pe o p l e t es ti fied t o 1t, s o I 



89 

l didn't really need it in mine. 

2 move it . 

But 1 can certainly 

MS. WIEST: It's up to you . 

MS. CREMER: We d on't need it i n c h is d ocket. 

MS. WIEST: 

wi t ness? Thank you. 

Any other q uestions of this 

Anything else fr om any o f t he 

par t ies? At this time 1 believe the Commission will 

ta ke these matters under adv isement. we are wa 1tin9 

9 for some lace - filed e xhibits in some doc kets, and it 

10 will be possible t hat perhaps the Comm1s6 i o n will make 

11 the decisions either at a Commission meeting or at the 

12 December 2nd hea r ing on some other related ETC 

13 dockets . Are there any ques ti o n s from anybo dy o r a ny 

1 .; comment s? 

1S MR . CO IT : I would just , fo r t he record, like 

16 t o formally request that the Comm1ss ion designate each 

17 of the •· based upon the r ecord , the affida v its yet to 

18 be submitted, that th e Commission designate each o f the 

l ~ rural telephone compan i es, SOITC member compa nies . as 

2 0 ETC's and tha t their study areas be designated as their 

21 service area . That's all I have. 

22 MS . WI EST : Thank you. Tha t wil l close t ~ e 

2 3 hearing. 

2 4 (THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:SO ?. M.) 

2S 

I , 



l STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HOGHES 

3 
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l , 1..ori J. Gr ode, RMR , Notary Pub lic, i n and 

5 ! ~ r the St a te o f South Dakota, d o hereby ce rti!y that 

6 the a bov~ hearing. pages 1 through 89 , inclus1ve, w~e 

7 re co rded stenographic a ll y by me and reduced t o 

8 typew1 1t1n9. 

9 FURTHER CE RTIFY that the foregoing 

10 transc r i p t o ! the oa 1d hearing is a t rue and co rrec t 

11 transcript o f the stenographic notes at the time and 

12 place spec1!1ed here1nbefore . 

13 I FURTHER CERTI FY that I am not a relative or 

:, e~pl o yee o r attorney or counsel o f any o f the parties, 

1 5 nor a relative or emp! o yee o ! such attorney or counsel, 

:6 o r t 1n nc1ally interested d1reccly o r indirectly i n 

.7 th~s a c ti o r. . 

16 rr; W!TS ESS WHEREOF, : have hereunto s e t my 

19 hand and ee a : o ! 0 !!1ce at ~terre . South Da kot a , this 

~ o ~t J . Grod~. RMR 
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MIDSTATE 
TELEPHONE 

TC97-086 

========= COMPANY ==,20=e.=1=ST=·"=·o.=eo==x4e:::::::·1CJ1=•=·=.u..=so==5731S6=·=PHONE==(905= 117M221=· ===;: 
"WE'RE PROUD n, IIE YOUR LOCAL TEL£PHONI! C011M1Nr 

June 10. 1997 

Mr William Bullard, Executive Director 
Pubhc Utilities Commission 
S!ato of South Dakota 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, $') 57501 

RE: SO 524, 624 ETC Designation 

Dear Mr. Bullard· 

RECEIVED 

JUN I ? 1997 
SOUTH l>AI( 
UTttrTIES co01 A PUBLIC 

~ MISSION 

Pursuant to 47U.S.C § 214 (e) and 47 CFR § 54 201 for the purpose o1 ·etigible 
telecommunk:&tions carriers" status, Midstate Telephone Company and its 
subsidiary eoclOses for tiling with the commission a request for ETC designation. 

Ally questions CClf'IOIW'rWlQ this filing should be dinlcted to me at (SOS)na..6221. 

Sincerely, 
MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY & SUBSIDIARIES ----- - -------
Mar1< 0. Benton, Manager 

Enclosures 



TC97-086 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS1Mte1veo 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA JUN 1997 

IN THE MA TIER OF TIU; REQUEST OF ) 
M IDSTATE TEl, EPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) 
!FOR DESIG NATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMM UNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

S0U1 H OA"'CT 4 ., • 'IC 
Ulfll'flES ~ • :t.\ . ;. N 

REQUEST FOR ETC - ; 
DESIGNATION 
DOCKET TC97· 

M'tdsmc Telephone Company. Inc. (""Mid.~llllc Telephone : ompany'") pursuant to 

47 United Sum:.s Code Section 214(c) llnd 47 Code offocder:il Rcgullltions Scc1ion 54.201 hercby 

~ rrom the Public U1ili1ics Commission ("Commiuion") dcsign.ition as 1111 .. cllgiblc 

1clccommunic:1tion.s carrier"" within the ~.ii exchange =~ lhllt C0115Litutc il.s 5CtVicc W'C.'I in 

S0u1h Dakow. In suppon of this request. MidS1a1C Telephone C~mpany offers the: following; 

I. Pursuant 10 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) it is the Commis.oon·s re..,;po;nsibility 10 designate kll.'111 

cxclumgc curricts ( .. LECs") as ""eligible 1clccommunications c:arricrs.'" ("'ETCA""), or in 1>lhc:r 

words. 10 dclCmlinc which LECs ha,'C u.ssumcd unh-crsal service oblig:ntion.\ consistcni wilh the 

feder:il law llnd should be deemed eligible 10 receive fcdcr.il universal service su.ppon. At lc:4.~1 

one eligible 1clccommunicution., ca.mer ~ to he: !csigna!Cd by the Commission for each scr:vicc 

:irca in the Sttuc. However. in 1hc cnsc of area., served by "rural telephone companies"". the 

Comm!Mion mny not ~ign.uc more thlln one LEC as tu1 ETC wilhou1 lir,t finding tluu such 

additioool dc.~igruuion would be in the public interest. Under 47 CFR § 54.201. beginning J1111unry 

I , 1998. only tclcl'OmmunK:atio~ carri!rs that h3vc rceei\'Cd designation from the Col'llllil.uion to 

serve :is an eligible 1elocommuniaiLions cunicr within 1he.ir service lll'Cll will be eligible 10 l"C(."tli\'C 

fcdcr:il universal servi<"C support. 

2. Midswtc Telephone Complllly is the focilitics·bascd local exchange cnrricr prc.,cntJy 

providing local c:xchnnge tclccommunica1ions scrvices in the following ci1chllllgcs in 

S-Outh Dakotn: 

.. 1xN1a-n 

I \ 



Academy (726) 

Dclmonc (779) 

Ft Thompson (245) 

Gann Vwlcy (293) 

Klmbilll (778) 

New Holland (243) 

Pultw11na (894) 

Stickney (732) 

White We (249) 

Mid.ruue Telephone Company IO its knowledge i., chc only CIUricr today providing loclll 

cxc:b4ngc tclccommuniclltions services in the abo~,: identified exchange= 

3. ML'lllltc Telephone Com~y in nccord lllith 47 CFR § 54. IOI offers l~ following 

local OJtdulllge t.elccommunications services 10 llll consumers lhrciughout iL, service area: 

• Voice grade ~110 the public swicchcd network: 

• Local exchange service; 

• Dua.I 1.0.nc m ulli-f rcquc:ncy signaling: 

• ~" 10 cmetgCJ1C)' services such as 911 vr c:nhanced 911 

public scrvlccs: 

• AcccS-\ 10 op,e1111or services: 

• Aeccss IO inlbl:Jtchllngc service: 

• Accc.u io dirutOry a.tSisi.ancc; and 

· Toll blodcing scrvkc 10 qualified 10111-in<:omc consumer.s. 

As not.ed 11ho,,:, Midstate Telephone Company docs provide 10U limitation scma: in the 

form of 10U bloddng 10 qualifying consumers. ho111Cvcr, the ldd'iliolllll 10U limitation service of 

''IOU contror' as dcfmcd In the new FCC univel"Slll service rules (47 CFR § 54.400(3)) is 001 

provided. MidsaLC Telephone Company i! not a11111n: that any local c.u:bange carrier in South 

2 



Dakota has u currcnl cupabili1y 10 provide such service. The FCC govc no indication prior 10 the 

rclcru.c of its univcrml service t'lrdcr (FCC 97· 157) th:lt toll control would be imposed :i.s an ETC 

scrvicc requirement and. 10 <>ur inlurmation and belief. a.f a n:suh. LECs nationwide arc not 

positioned to malcc the service immcdialCly avaibhle. In onlct for Midstllle Telephone Company 

10 provide the service. additional usage U'IICking and ~oragc ,;apa'.bilities will hil\'e to be installed 

in ics loc,11.I swi1ching cquipmcnL At minimum. lhc SCt\/icc requires :a ~wicching sofcwarc upgrade 

and :11 chis lime Mid<Ultc Telephone Company is in\'CS1iga1ing and a1tcmp1ing to determine 

whcwr lhc ncccss.uy software: hii.~ been developed and when it mi~h1 become: :ivailllhle. 

Accordingly. Midsultc is faced wilh cxccp1io1111l circ.umsUIJlCCS concerning its ability 10 

make 1!,e coll comrol scrvic.,c avaibblc :u set fonh in the FCC's universal scrvicc r.ib and must 

request a wahi:r from tbc requirement 10 provide such scrvicc. At this cin :. a waiver for a period 

of one )-e.tr is requested. Prior to the end of the one ycM period. Mldsllltc Telephone Company 

will repon baclc to lhc Comrnisoon wilh spcc:ific information indicating when -the neec:ss:ir.y 

network upgradc.t can be ma.de and the service l'1ln be mad¢ :i\111ibhle to assist IOw income 

cuuorncrs. The Comnmsion may properly grant a waiver from chc ·,011 control" rcquircmcm 

pursuant to 47 CFR 54. IOl(c). 

4. Midsc:uc Telephone Company ha~ previously and will coruinuc m ad,'Cltl.~ the 

availability of its loc.al cxchang,c services in media of general di.~ribucion throughout thc cllChanb..: 

:1rcas scrvcd. Prior 10 thi~ tiling. Midsmc has not gcOC1Ully odvcniscd the prices chMged fo r all 

of the 3bovc· idcmified scr.<iccs. h will do so going forwllld in :icc:o rd with any spcc:ific 

advertising standards lh:it lhc Commi$$ion may develop. 

S. B.ased on 1he foregoing. Midsta1c Telephone Company respectfully rcquc,.t that the 

Commis1ion: 

(a) gr:1111 a tcmporury waiver of the requirement 10 providic ·,011 controf" service: 

and 



(b) grunt llll ETC dc:sigoation 10 Mkl\1atc Telephone Company covering :ill or the 

local exchange lll'CBS llut cons1itulC iL'i plCSClll ~rvicc an:.i In I.he Sut.c. 

Dated lhi.s .!l. day orJunc. 1997. 

Mids!Aie Telephone Company. Inc;. 

___ _.. _ __, _ _____ ..,._ '%_ ....... _ ~ 

Mari: D. Bc.nton. M31lagcr 
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~ -~~·I ::~'illllf MIDSTATE 
TELEPHONE 

120 E- 1ST • P' O. IOX .e •~IO,_• ~ ta) n.ct, 

=================COMPANY==.~,.:::::::,....=o=w~~~~•:::::::roc~-~-=~=oc.=u=~m=PH1~=0=,_::::::~=•=~=Mltr"===== 

RECEIVED 
OCT IO 1997 

~YJ~RACl(OOTA PUBLIC 
..., MMISSIOH 

RE: Elgiblo TeillColnml.nlcallone came, 8'lPbillon, TC 97.Q80 
Mklilt,le Telepho,• ~ 

0-Mr HoMdc 

~ rind r9'1)QnM tor addtionll . ............ 

1. Mldmte T~ie Coffe)enydoN p,O'M8 ~ ..,..._ 

2. Mid1111e TlilplOi • Corrpny II not cwrer,ty olllmg lJWne end Unll Up - Wllhin b 
acllll!ON, lu .. be Nqlndbf .. FCC na. '7 CJA S4.A00-S4A17, 1111M IN 

rs ttlloed dillc:ount p. u• a 7 t+-11:1 II• ..,.. 1111w Lwwwr• eu11o1, ... bagilaliilQ 

Jllnuaty 1, 1991. • ·-Iii·-·· ... --~ lie,....._, Unll Up wYlcN II a ,aq, I••• ' on ETC'1 purawil IO 47 CFR IMAOland 54.411, I II nol lCtullly 
a peco1dlion ..... _be fflltblfot9 ETC llnllc:at ........ ,be.,..... ~lhe 
Co.rail l;,,,.47CFR IM.101 'llltlk:tllllllhl..w. t CM clwl .... bemalblbea 
cwnet can ICM tldlflll urw.r181 l«\'lce ll4JPOlf di,-I'd~•.., , ..... a Uelne 
andUnkUp~ 

3. ....,. o. Ben10n. bling hi cllly-,m. •• lhll he II flt Ganaral Manegw tor Ille 
retpOnding pal1y. INI he 11M INd lht lnillll ETC "A,4lcallol\ and Ille lcngoil IQ. and Ille 
- 11 t,uo lo Ne own bell lcr.owlldgt. ••0111..io., and belltl. 

.. .
1 

IXHIIIT 

ek 



BEFORETHEPUBLICUTILITIESCOMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ) 
MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. FOR I 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW. 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-086 

On June 17, 1997, the Pubhc u1,1o11es Commission (Comm1ss,on) roce,ved a roquo.st for 
des,gnat,on as an et,g,ble telec:omm\ln,cat,ons c.amer (ETC) from Mtdstato Telephone Company, Inc 
(Modstale Tetephc)ne Company) Midsta10 Telephone Company requested des,gnalt0n as an otJg,ble 
teloc:ommumcat,ons earner within the local exchange areas that constttute ns ,eNtce arH 

The Commiss<on elecUonicalty transmrttod nollee of the fding and the intervention deadline 
to interested 1ndMduals and en1111es No person 0< entJly filed to intervene By O<der dated 
November 7, 1997, tho Comm,ss,on sot the hearing for this matter for 1 30 p m on November 19, 
1997. in Room 4 12. State Cap,1ol, P,ene South Dakota 

The hoanng was held as scheduled Al the hoanng, tho CommlsslOl'I granted Midstate 
Tolepnone <..ompany a one year waiver or the requ,remenl to provtdo toll control serv,ce within 11s 
service area Al ,ts Ooc:ember 11, 1997. meeting, the Commission granted ETC dosignallon 10 
M1dsta1e TetephOne Company and des,;nated rts study area as 11s service .. ,ea 

BaSbd on tho eVldenCl!I of roooro. tho Comm1SSIOl'I enters the followlng Flnding.s of Fact and 
Conclusions o f Lllw 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On Juno 17, 1997. the Commission received a request for deslgnatiOn as an ETC from 
M1dstate Telephone Compariy Mtdstate Telepnone Company requested designallon as an ETC 
within the local exchange areas that c:onstttute its servtce area. Mtdsta to Telephone Company 
serves the folowlng excnange:s Academy (726), Delmont (779), Fon Thompson (245), Gann Valley 
(293), Kimball (778), New Holland (243), P\lkwana (894), Sbekney (732), and Wlute Lake (249) 
E,ch1bt1 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 u SC § 214(01(2). the Commlssk>n 1s required to designate a common 
earner that meets the requirements or sectlOn 214(0)(1) as an ETC f 0< a sorv,oo area designated 
by tho Comm,sslOl'I 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(1), a common earner that ,s destgnaled as an ETC 1s etig,ble 
to re<:e111e UMIOl'SII seivice S\ilppol1 and stian, lhrouOhoul 11s service area, offer the sorv,ces that are 
suppor1ed by federal universal service suppon mocharnsms e ither using 11s own fac,b11os ot a 
c:omb,nallOn of 11s '7Nn facalmes alld resale of another came(s services The earner must also 
adven,se the ava,labd11y or such services and the rates for the services us,ng medta of Qf!nerll 
d1stnbulion 



IV 

The Federal Communicati,ors Commin lon (FCC) has designat.ed the following services 0< 

functionalitles as those supported by federal universal service support mechanisms: ( 1) voice grade 
aa:ess :o the public switched ne1wol1c; (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mulli-frequency signaling or its 
functional equal; (4) single party service or its fundioNI equivalent; (5) access to emergency 
servlces; (6) access to operatoir services; (7) access to lnterexchange service; (8) access t.o 
directory assistance, and (9) toll limitation for qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C.F,R § 
54 101(8) 

V 

As part of its oi:ltgatlons as an ETC, an ETC is required to ma.ke available Ufeline and Unk 
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers 47 C.F.R. § 54.405; 47 C.F.R. § 54.4 11. 

VI 

M1dstate Telephone COfnpany offers vo,ce grade acees-s to the p ~Ile switched netwof'k to 
all consumers throughout ,ts service area. EJchlbit 1. 

VII 

Mad state T eleptione Company offers IOCal ex Change service Including an amoun1 of local 
usage free or per minute Charges to all consumers throughout ,ts service area. Ill, 

VIII 

M1dstate Telephone Company offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling to all con~mers 
throughout its service area. Ill 

IX 

Midstate Telephone Company offers single party serv,ce to .all consumers throughout its 
service area Exhibit 2. 

X 

Mldstate Telephone Company offers aceess to emergency services to all consumers 
throughout ,ts service area. Ellh,blt 1 

XI 

Mldstate Telephone Company offers access to operator services to au consumers throughout 
,ts seivk:e area Ill. 

XII 

M,dstate Telephone Company offers access to interexchange services to all consumers 
throughout its serva area. Jg 

XIII 

Midstate Telephone Company offers access to directory ass,stance to all consumers 
throughout its service area. Ill 

2 



XIV 

One of the seiv,ce:s requited 10 be pro11tded by an ETC io quallfyulg low-income c:oosumers 
Is loll limilabon 47 CF ,R. § 54 101(1)(9). Toti lim11a1i0n con!iS1S of both toll blocking and 1011 
conllOI 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(d) Toll conlrOI is a seMCe ltlat allOWS consumers to specify a certain 
amount of loll usage that may be iOCUl"Nld per monlh or pe< billing cycle 47 C.F R. § 54 400(c). Toti 
bloddng is a sel'VIOII thal lets consumers eled no110 ailow the complellon or outgoing loll calls 4.7 
C.F.R § 54.400{b) . 

xv 

Mldstaie Telephone Company offtr$ ton blociun11 lo all consumers throughoul its service 
area. Exhibit 1. 

XVl 

Midstate Telephorne Company does not currenlly offer toll control. Ill In order for Mlctstate 
Telephone Company 10 provide toll conlrol, additional usage tracklng and storage capabtlrties will 
have 10 be inslalled In its local switching equlpmenl. Mldstate Telephone Company is attempting 
10 determ111e whether th.a necessary software has been developed and when ii might become 
available I!' 

XVII 

M1d~1a1e Telephone Company slated thal rt 1s faced with exceptional circumstances 
concerning rts al*y 10 make toll control service avaUabte and reque51ed a one year waiver rrom tho 
~1 to provide such service Ill Prior 10 the eoct of the one year period, Modstate Telephone 
Company w\11 report bade 10 the Commfuion with specific Information indicating when the netwolk 
upgrades can be made In order 10 provide toll control Ill, 

xvm 

With respect to the obl,gallon to advef11se the availability of se,vices supported by the federal 
universal sel'VlCe suppo,rt mechanism and the charges for those services using media of general 
d istnbution, Mjdsta:e Telephone Company stated that it advertises the availability or its local 
exchange services In media or general diS1ribution lhroughout l1s service area. However, Midstate 
Telephone Company has no1 generally advertised Iha pnces for these services. Ill, M1dsta1e 
Telephone Compalll( stated rts intention to comply wilh any advertising standards developed by lhe 
Commission Ii:! 

XIX 

Mldstate Telephot ie Company does not currently olfet llfeline and Link Up service discouAts 
tn rts exchanges Exhlbrt 2. Midstate Telephone Company will offer the Ufelme and Unk Up service 
d iscounts 1n a.II of ,ts service area beginning January 1. 1998, In accordance wrth 47 C.F.R §§ 
54.400 to 5'1A17, ,nclusrve, and any Comm,ssioo imposed requirements Exh1bi12. 

xx 

The Comnuslon finds that Midstate Telephone Company cum,nlly provides and wiU con~nue 
lo provide lhe fOllowing services or functionalltles throughou1 ils service area; (1) voice grade 
access to the public switched nelWOrll; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone m ulti-frequency signafing; ('4) 
single-98rty seivlce; (5) access to emerg&ncy services; (6) access lo operator serv,cas; (7) aCCMa 
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to in1erexcnange serw:e; (8) access to dlrectOI')' assistance: and (9) toll blockl.ng for qualifying low· 
Income consumers. 

XXI 

The <:o,m,,ssion finds that pursuant 10 47 CF R §5".101(c) it will grant Mldstate Telephone 
Company a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control serv,c;e,s until December 31, 1998. The 
Commlsst0n finds that ex.ceptional circumstances prevent Mldstate Telephone Company from 
providing toll control at this time due to the difficulty ,n obtaining the nece.s.saiy software upg.rades 
t.o provide the service 

XXll 

The Commission finds '1h21 Midsta:te TelephoM Company in:lends to provide Life! ne and link 
Up prQ9rarn, IQ qualifying customers throughout its service area consistent with state and federal 
rules and orders. 

XXIII 

The COrnmiss on finds that M1dstate Telephone Company shall advertise Ille availab,ltty of 
the services supported by the federal univllf'Sal senrioe support mechan!MI and the cha,ves therefor 
throughout ,ts service area using media of general dlstnbu1ion onc:e each year. The Commtsslon 
further finds that if the rate for 8/t'f of the services supportl!d by the federal universa.l service support 
mechanism changes, the new rate must be advertised u.sing media or general cfistnbu1Jon. 

XXlV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 21<1(e)(5), the Comm1sS1on designates MKlstate Telephone 
Company's current study area as its serv!U area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1·26, 49-31, 
and 47 u.s.c. § 214. 

II 

Pursuant to 4 7 U.S C § 214(eJ(2), the Commission is required to designate a common 
camer that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an E,C for a service area designated 
by the Commission. 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1). a common calrier that Is designated as an ETC is el~ble 
to receNe universal service support and shall, lhrougnout its service area. offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal seMce support mechanisms either using its own facihties or a 
combtnabon of its own facilities and resale or another came(s services. The carrier must also 
adven,se the avadabtlity or such services and the rates for the services u.sing media of general 
distribuuon. 
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IV 

The FCC has des,gnillted the follow,ng serv,ces or lunct1onali11es as those supponed by 
federal uruversal service suppol1 mechanisms ( 1) vo,ce grade access to the publlc switched 
network: (2) local usage. (3) dual tone multi-frequency s,gnalrng or 1ls lunct,onal equal. (4) single 
party se1ViCe or ,ts functlonal equivalent; (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator 
services, (7) ace&ss to interexchange service; (8) access to directory assistance, and (9) toll 
hm,tatJon for qualifying low-income consumers 47 C.F.R. ~ 54.101(a) 

V 

As part of rts obhgahons as an ETC, an ETC 1s required to make avaJlable LJlehne and unk 
Up services to qualifying fow,income consumers. 47 CF R § 54 405. 47 C F.R. § 54 411. 

VI 

M1ds1a1e TelephOne Company has met the requirements ol 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the 
exception of the ability to offer toll control Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) the Comm,ss,on 
concludes that •A,dslale Telephone Company hos demonstrated' exceptional orcumstances that 
1ustily granhng ,t a waiver of the requirement 10 offer toll control unhl December 31, 1998 

VII 

M1dstate Telephone Company shall provide L1fehne and LJnk Up programs to quahfy,ng 
customers throughout ,ts servwco area consistent w,th state and federal Nies and orders 

VIII 

Mldstale Telephone Company shall advertJse the iMl•labdity of the services supponed by u,e 
federal universal service suppon mecnanism and the charges U>erefor using med,a of general 
d istribution once each year II the rate for any of the senooes supponed by the federal u111versal 
serv,ce suppon mechanism changes. the new rate. shall be advet11sed using media of general 
dlstnbuhon 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 U S C § 214(e)(5). the Comm1ssl0fl des,gr- tes M1dstate Telephone 
Company's eur1e11t study areill as ,ts service area 

X 

The Comm,ss,on deMgnales M1dstate TelephOne Company as an elig ible 
1elccommunica11ons earner ror 11s scMcc area 

It ls therefore 

ORDERED. that Mid.state Telephone Company's current study area IS designated as us 
service area, and ,1 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that M1dstate Telephone Company shall be granted a warver or the 
requirement 10 offer toll control services until December 31 1998:, and 1t 1S 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Mldstate Telephone Comp:any shall follow the advert1s1ng 
requirements as h)ted above, and 11 Is 



FURTHER ORDERED. that Mtdstate Telephone Company is duignated as an eligible 
telecommull!Callons carrier for its service area 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that th!s Order was duly entered on the 111/J., day of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-32. this Ortler w,fl take effect 10 days after the dale of receipt or 
failure to accept delivery ol the decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this /'Jt)l day of December, 1997 

C£RTIFICAff! Of $8MCE 

OHICV.L SUL 
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QJMIDSTATE 
TELEPHONE 

,,,..:;:::=== COMPANY 

--------
... 

December 22, 1997 

Universal Service Admin Company 
100 South Jefferson Road 
Wilppany NJ 07981 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

RECEIVED 

OEC ., 2 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA. PUBLIC 
UllllTIES COMMISSIO~ 

Pl.l'SU8nt to the FCC's Lifeline and Link Up rules. specifally, 47 CFR Section 
54.401(d), we have enclosed the Lifeline and llol( Up implementation plans fOf 
both Mldsuite Telephone Company and Heartland Communications Inc. We 
have also enclosed the folloWing: 1 ). The SO Public Utirrties Order Issued in 
Ood(et TC97-150 (Final Order and Decision: Notice of Entry of Decision) 
2). The letter sent by the SDPUC to the Universal Service Administrative 
Company wtiich Usis the coml)#llel design,iod • Eligible Telecommunications 
C8rrief's (ETC's). Thls lilt indUdel Mfdltate Telept.0111 Cornptrny Ind HaJrtland 
Communications 

If you have eny questions, plNM call our offrc:e at (605)77.iMl221. ~ yoo. 

Sfncefely, 
;, --~~ •, 

Peggy Reinesch 
Office Manager 

PR/jt 

cc: Shery1Todd-FCC Universal S8MC8 Branch 
Bill Bullard-SD Public Utilities Commission./ 
OtrlC8 of the Secretary-CC Ood(et #96.45 

Enclosures 



RECEIVED 

DEC , 2 1997 
LIFELINE AND LINK UP l'LAN SOUTH DAKOTA PUB LIC 

OF MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMl'ANiJTILITIES COMMISSION 

Mw.b1a1c T.:Jeph<m.: ( ' ,,mpan) '1lhnu1, lhl, pbn ruNJam lu J7 ('FR § ~J J1)1tdl 
Mid\1~1c Td,:phnr-.., C,,mp.,n)· ~ bl-en Jc~1p1.11cJ ~, .tn .:bph~ 1cli:c,m1mun1C"Jllun~ c;im,:r h) 
1hc Smnh D.,Jm1a Pul>lic U11111,. ... Comm1ss1on r·. Dl'U("") allll. ~ ,uch. mu$! nuke l.ifclmc anJ 
Link Ur, ~rvic.: i,viubhlc to <IUJllfymi; J.w, •ilX.~lm,: et•~urncr.\ .&S ~l lllrtb III the Comrn~IOn\ 
Ftml 01\lcr and Uccmon. N:01..:c ,,r Entry uf !A"CL(1<111 tb1cd Jl/11\cmha Ill. 19')7. l\.<U-:O m 

Do<:kct TC97- 1 ~" !lo &he M,,111:r 1•( 1111: lnvc,11.;,oivo mw 1bs.· L1ts:l!oc ~ost Lmk Vo PcuwG@l. 
which 1> all:tehcd ... , E~h.1hi1 A. anJ con,1>1cn1 wuh 1hc crui:na i:s1ah1Ldlet.l under J 7 CFR ~ 

54.JOO 111 !IJ Jl7. mt'lt!-,,,._. 
C 

A. Gerwral 

Th.: l..udmc ~nil I.ml( Ur rrug,;inl), ol.\.'\L\I •IU3hfic,I ' '" .oc,,me ,-.111.,uiret'I I>) 
('HI\ •lrni; for rc,Juc<Xl room hi)• ch.1ri:.:s :tnJ reJun:.1 cnnn.',"\ilm d1.1rfCl. for 101.-,iJ 
tclcplwi.: ><'f\•1,:c. Th.: as.,1>lllllCC JJlpl~ 1,1 a 'lni;lc tckphonc lone ~, a <1Ulllrf1<.-J 
wn.,umcr·, rnocipal place 111 n.-,1tknc,· 

1. A quulrflCtl low-101.'\lmc 1.vrt,umcr ~~ .i 1ck:ph(1nc sub-.c·rih.:r who r,anil.'ipau.:s Ill t11 t.:us1 
un.· uf the lnlh,wrng iml>lrc !l.\'IM:UK'.: r11,1gr.1m, • 

.i, McJ1;.111d 
h P111.xl Slllm ,~ 
c SuPf>h:rocnl.ll cur11> lfK.'\•mc (SSIJ 
J f''Ctl.:1111 Puhl,c I IIIU\10!!, A~Mst .. ncc: 
c L11"'· lncume ltumr ~111.•ri;) A~,,,1.t1ia: Pn,a;r.im !LIIEAl' t 

1 A 4uabfi,:J k1w-mc11mc 1..·ort,umer L, d1i:1hlc to l'\X'e1,c cithi:r <11 ti.1th l.1f.:!1nc .tnJ LmJ.. 
p tl.>~1$1.illl'C 

J MM.1~1u1c Tdephon.: Cump:tny "1ll lllh-ct1tM: th.: ,1\a11Jlnh1y of Llfelmc and Link r 
s<f\ ~ nnJ the dwri,~ thcrclurc u.,ma; m..-d1.1 ul 1-'<"A.:r.il d1m1bu11on anJ rn :iccmd "11h 
.u1y rub 1h;11 may t,.: llcwk1pcu t>y 1hc liDPl.l ' tor npplguun 111 d1g1lllc 
trkx·ommun1cn1111n11.·am= 

, In aJJi11<m. MKhlatc 1 d .. 'Jlhonc Cumpan), :a., rcqu11\-J l)~ the ful.11 Onkr a.nJ 
U..-c1s ... n. N11111.'C of 1ro1ry 111 r.>cn,111n uf the SDPUC ( F.Ahrhn J\l. will ,nJ,c:;itc m 11·, 
annuJl rep .. 11 to th.: SOPUC the numlx:r 1•1 whscnh::1' wnhm rt' , sel"\/k'.c arc .. 1\-Cl."tY!nj; 

Ltfohnc und/or Link Up .L,s~,1:mcc lo tll.klnmn, this mf1}rm3tllin "'Ill ti.: pruvklcd h> the 
L ""cNII S..T\01,x· AJmrn~,tr.tll\'C Company r·USAc··, 

f, lnforn1.111011 ..s to 1hl• numti.:r ur Colll,umt:r) 4ual1lymg fur l.ilclmc JJ'kllur Lmk Up 
a.,1~,1..n.:.- cannot l'llrrcntl) 1-..: rro,11.k,I I>> Mk111 .. 1e Tckplwn.· C,1mpan) 1'c,;.,u_~ n tu.., 
no .IC\.~ 111 the g,wemment infommu,m necessary III Je1.:rmu1e ho\\' rn;,.ny ol 1t.. 



1clcphonc ,ulN:rib.:r. an: Ji.irli<:1j>Mlflg tn 111(• uh.m:: r.:lcr.:occd puhli.: ~,t,lllllCC (IMgr~rn~. 
W11hou1 thb mlom\llunn. Md,1.11c Tclcphm11: C111nrany caml<II prov~. a1 thco. tune. C\'Cll 

,1 rc;i.~c,nahlc C$l1m:i1c ,,t the numti.:r nf ,1., ~u~·rohcr- who. alter January I. l'.l')X, will be 
r1.-'t'CIYIIIJ! l.llclin.! .uw.1/or Lmk Up "-'f\'ICC lnfornullllln a, 1u the numhcr 111 11, low-1oc11mc 
suh\Cnhcr, 4uttlofymg fur Lifchnc und/nr l.mk Up ,·.in hc prnviJed after .1pphcurn1rt, for 
I .ih:hn,· and Link L,p .1 .. ,,,1.ioc.: luw h<.-.:n n:.:c1-.'1.1 h) Mod-iaic 1 dcph11oc C,1mpan) 

7 In JCcorJ wnh the SOPUC', Fin.al Onlcr ~nd l.>ccco.1on: /11011.;c nf Emry n( IX-c~ion,, 
M1tl,m1c Tck:phonc Comp.in~ "Ill nuk,· .ippl..:-.111,m form, .1v.11l ,hlc hi utl nt 11, cu.,1ing 
r~aclcnlul ..::u,1nm.:r s. ti, .111 new cu~11>1nco. when they apply fnr rcsKlcntul locnl 1elcphooc 
..en 1cc. and lo 111hcr j'l!f\nn, or cn1111c, u1111n their rcc11i.:,1 

U. l.i feli ne 

L1fchnc ~"·-..-e 1111.•ill\, .1 n:1arl locJI -.en lt.'C o llcnnj,! lor wh..-h 4UJhficd k1w-mcomc 
run,um,·r, p.,y r1.-'l.lu.:IXI ch.,ri:c:., 

2, l,1lchnc -crVIC<' 1oclutlc., \lllCC J!l'lkk .icec'.~ to 1hc puhhc ,Wt1chcd nc1wurl... lo;.":ll 
u~gc, cJu.11 1111~ mul11-fn.•,1ucl1C)' :>Jj!OJhnl! or 1L, func11111i:J ~'tlu1valcnt, ,mj.!Jc·p:irt)' ><!n'Ji.~ 

ur 11s fur1<:11onal cquiv,Jlem. ac:cc.~ 10 cmcri:cncy <en•-.."C.~. JC<'C'li 10 <1pcr:11or 5Cf'\'ICC.S, 

.1c.:~, 11, rnu:rachuni.:c -en1cc. uccc,, h i tlm:cwry a.\l>IM!Ut<'C, .ind 11•11 hm1u1111n 

3. Quahfi.:,l low•mcomc ,ut,,.cnbcrs arc rc,1uircd 1v suhm11 JO uppla11un (,,m, m order hl 

rc:<'c1vc Lifdint· ..cn'll:c. In applytn).! for Lllehn.: a.,M,larl«.'c. lht ,ult,,cfthcr m11s1 u-ruly 
under penally uf p,;r111r> tll:ll they an: currcmly p:i11ic1J)llltni; m JI l.,.,1 Orte of the 
,111.tlJ()lnt: puulic a.<:1co.1.1n,:c prnprurn, li.,1ctl m Sccuon Ac2. ahtl\,. In .aJJu111n. the 
~ul&rihcr mu.\ l agnx 1,, nm1fy Mkl-to1tc Tclcph;'.lne Comp:iny when they l'l.~'IC 
pantc1p;1ung rn 1'1¢ <1u.1hl ymg puhlic a.~\1s1.1ncc: proj:rollll(~> 

J 111<: w1ul mon1hly Llfchn.: crc<.111 tlV'Jthihlc 10 qunhf1cd cc1n.umcrs IS SS.2.5 MJdst.:11,c 
Td,:ph<inc Company , lull pr,1vkl<' the ~,.c<.111 Ill 4uahf1o.'tl c,10,unk·r,, hy applymi; the 
fcdcr.il haschnc !l'uppon amount nf S3 50 10 wai,,:: 1hc et1ruoumcr·~ f~ral End•UM!'r 
Common Lmc chorj!C an,l :.pplymi: the adJ11111nal u111hon1cd f•"<.kr.il ~uppon :lm.JUnt of 
Sl.75 a., :, cn.'tln 111 1hc c,u1,umer·, 11111 • .s1a1c loc.,1 M!fVICC IJIC 111C f,'\lcr.11 ba....:hne 
~uppon urnount and :ocklmun:il ~upporl av:11bblc. 1111:Jmg $5 25. ,hull reduce Midna1e 
'l'd.:ph.mc (\unp.-.ny·~ k,we.\l 1unffcd (11r ,11h<™'L..e" i:cncrally av.ubhlcl fe)i&Jmal l'.11~ 
lur the \Crvic~ l~tctl ati.m: in S...-c111111 B 2. P.:r the •llachcd SDPUC hn.il Order nnd 
Dccist0n: Notice of En1ry 11f 1.X-ci.~011. the SDPUC h:is authurvcd m1™1111e nuc 
,-,~uc111u1, 1or clit;ihlc 1ck....-11mmunicn11on., curr~r~ na.1.k111g the aJ<lnK1n:1I (~r.11 .supporn 
:.m11un1 ,)f $1. 75 11v:11lahlc. The SDPUC did nnt c.1uhhsh 11 s1au: urchnc pruj!ram H> fuoo 
any lunhcr r.i1c rcdul'IM1n.• (Exlubi1 A. Finding~ uf Fm:1 VII und VIII : and C-onclw.knt, ,ii 
L;,w II am! l lll 
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S. Mal~tQIC ·rclcphunc ('l)mp:111) w,11 0111 d~...:,1m1L-..:1 "1.u1'6C1'1~r~ trom tl1<:1r l..11..:hnc 
~-nic,· lllr non· p,,yn'k:nt o l toll di:,rl!<"' unJ..~,, the • OPUC. pur,u.,m 111 -17 CFR ~ 
5-1 JOI lh)( I). h." l!rt1n1.:J 11><· company :i w:uvcr Imm the nc>n· dl'l4.'llOl'ICCI n.-.ium:mcnL 

(, E'-t'Cpt 111 tho: e xtern th..1 Militate To:~ph,mc Comp;tJ1oy h:i,, ublau1<.-d a ,...u,cr trom 
tho: SDl'UC pur-uaru 1u J 7 ( TR § S-1 101/n. the cumpnn:, <h:ill offer toll bmnatllm io .lll 
4ualtf),nl! lo"' ,rv.:om..- ,,1n_,wocr, "hen ll1o.•y ,ut,,...nt...: t" L11d11~ ...:n11.-c Ir tho: 
,ul"N.'nhcr dccL, to n:n-"c toll hm11M«111. th.it ...-f\K.'i: \h:ill hc .. ~,mc Jl.U1 ,11 th.it 
,uhscnt>cr', u.rclmo: "'--n'K'<' 

7. .Mid,tJt,· Te"'rhono: C ,11npa11y will r«II ,·,1ll,-c1 a -.:n'l<:o: Jcp.1\11 in o1r,kr h• 1mll.lt,: 
l.1fchnc -.:r,•11:C :t the qual1fyrnl! k,w-1ncom.: COl\<umct vbluiilanly tk.-ch toll bkickilij1 l!il 

th.:1r tdcphun,; In•. 11,""'wr. 110(' mnn1h', ~11.-:.I <crvict• chat~< m:.) I..: r.,1u1rcJ ;L\ an 
.1,h•.mL"t: paymc:ol 

C. Unk lip 

W nk IJp IIICllll-\ · 

Cul A r,-UUl'tl\•n in the cu_-1oni;.ory ch:iri:.: tor con11nenc111p 11:~"mmunocariol\, 
...:f\..:c f11r .. ""l!lo.· 1clo: .. -ummumca11110:. com~tk!n J I a C:Oll\urncr' , pnni:1pal pb,:c 
ul r~klc:r11.'t'. 111ic r.,lu(c1H111> , hall h.: 511 percent ut 1lic ,-u\111111:lf) C'har1tc ur 
S;\11 m. whichf•'Cr ,, k,,. unJ 

lhl ,\ Jclc.'l'f,.!,JI ~hl'\luk hir pa)'l!lCnt u l 1hc ~h.1r1?o!S !1.,-e.._~ 1o11 .:,•mmcncl!I!! 
""f\'M..'C. for wl,,..h 1hc t:lln\umcr doc, 11111 pay m1crc.i. The m1crc.~1 chltrt;c.<i IIPI 
1L,\C.\.~"tl t0 1lic .:,,~umcr ,11:iu he fm conn.:.:11un ch~ri:c., 111 up 10 $200 1.lfl th.:lt are 
dctcm:cl to a pcnoJ 11111 10 cxc:cetl ,,nc year 

2 Ch:,,~.,_, u. ... ~-ctl for .:,,mmcncini; ~rv11.-c mdu<lc any ch:iri;c.o. that nn: cu,tumanl) 
U.\."C..,scd for corin..-ctm~ ,uhscn/,cr\ 11, 1hc rictwork. The.~ charge& Jo 1«11 ,nctu,k an) 
pcrmL.,.,1blc ..:curuy lll:p,1"1 rc4uircm.:nt,, 

3 Tiic Lmk Up prni;r.un ,l1;1U Jlk•w J .:on.sum.•r 1,, r.:cc I\C the benefit nf the Lmk r 
pro~ram lor a second ,n ,uh<c,1ucn1 I IJtlC unly tor J prmc rp.tl pl:tce of rciidc~oe wnh un 
. .JJr"-'., J11Tcrc111 (mm 1hc r~ldcncc uJJreq at w h~h the I •nk r ~,is1:11x:c wn., rn"iu<:J 
1111:vmu~ly. 

M1<l\l.1tc Tclcph<>OO Company 
l'O Bnx J!I 
K11nh.,JI, SD 5735~-IKIJI\ 
Tckphunc 60S-77R-6211 

By_ 
Name 



I XIII !I ll "A" RECEIVE 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION DEC "C' 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA sourH 
O 

- -

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION I FINAL ORDulHKND~. ;' ., .,at,c 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) DECISION; NOTICE OF ,1. Sto"l 
PROGRAMS ) ENTRY OF DECISION 

l TC97-150 

Al its August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, the Public Utll11Jes Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning tho Federal Communications 
Commisston's (FCC's) Repor1 and Order on Universal Service regarding tho Lifeline and 
Link Up programs In its Report and Order, the FCC doodad that 1l would provide for 
add1hooal federal support 1n the amount of S1 75, above the current $3.50 level However, 
in orde< for a state's Lifeline COllSIXllOrs lo receive lhe additional $1 75 in federal support. 
the state OCXM11SS100 must approve that reduction 10 tho portion of the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user 47 C.F R § 54 403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
10 an amount equal to one-half of any support generated from the intrastate JU(isd1d1on. 
up to a maxim..m of $7.00 Ill federal support 47 C F R § 54.403(a) A state comm1sS1on 
must filP or require the earner to file information with the administrator of the federal 
IX'!IV8fsal 5e(Vice fund demonstrating that the earner's Lifellne plan meets the criteria set 
forth 10 47 C F R § 54 401 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Comm1ss1on allowed interested persons and 
enttlles 10 subm:t written oorrvnents c:onc:emmg hOIN the COf'M'llss1on should implement lhe 
FCC's rules on the L1fe11ne and Link Up programs In their wnllen comments, interested 
persons and ent111es commented on the fo11owlng questions 

1 Whether the Commission shOuld approve intrastate rate redud1ons to allow 
consumers ehg1ble for Lifeline support to recerve the a.ld1honal $1 75 10 federal support? 

2 Whethef the Comm1ss1on should set up a state L1fehne Program to fund further 
reducuons ,n the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 Whether the Comm,ss,on shOuld modify the existing L1fehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Comm1ss1on hie or require the earner to file 1nformat1on wtth the 
adm1t11strator d the federal lnVe{S81 service fund demoostraung that the earner's l 1fehoe 
plan meets the cntena set forth 1n 47 CF R § 54 401(d)? 

By order dated Odober 16. 1997, tho Comm1ss1on set public hoa11ngs to reoe111e 
pubhc comment on the questions hsted above The heanngs were hold at the following 
umes and places 

MPIPCJTY Monday, October 27 1997, 1 00 pm . Canyon Lake Sen,or Citizens 
Center. 2900 Canyon Lake Drive. Rapid City, SO 



PIERRE 

filQUX FALLS 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1·30 pm., State Capitol Building, Room 
412, 500 Last Capitol Avenue, Pierre, SO 

Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 9 00 am .• Center for Active 
Generatlons, 2300 West 46th, S,oux Fall s. SD 

At its November 7, 1997, meeting, the Commission ru led as follows: On the first 
issue, the Comm1ss1on authorized intrastate rate reductions lo allow eligible consumers 
to receive the additional S 1. 75 1n federal support. With respect to the second issue. the 
Commission decided to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund fur1her reductions at this 
t11ne. On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the ·existing TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
$3 50 reduction of local rates to low Income customers age 60 and over. The Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota link Up program follow the FC"; rules. In addition, the 
Comm1ss1on ordered that staff, in consultation with the carriers. ,evelop a standard form 
for self-certification: that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1. 
1998, and thereafter. to all new customers; and that the carriers make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request On the fourth issue. the Commission ruled that the 
carrier be required to file with the FCC the information demonstrating that the carrier's ptan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on. Further, that the carriers include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subsaibers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received al the 
hearings. the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state lifeline ~ogram is referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Link Up program 1s referred to as the Link Up America program 
The Commission implemented these programs in the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
11s Deo s1on and Order dated February 17, 1988. iss1..1ed in Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
of the loves11gat1QO into lmptementatioo of a Telephone Assistance Plan for South Dakota 
Customers. Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of US WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. Jg. at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance 1s $7 00, $3.50 of which is federally funded, with the 
remaining S3 50 funded by the local telecommunications earner. Jg at page 3 Allhough 
U S WEST was onginally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST 
subsequently gave up that ·right in Docket F-3647-8, lo the Matter of the Pubhc Uhljltes 
comm1ss1on loves1jga11on into the Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on South Dakota 
Utthhes Exh1b1t 5. In order lo receive the TAP assistance, a member of the household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and partiopate 1n either the food stamp or the low-mcome 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

The Link Up America program provides assistance 1n an amount equal to one-half 
of the qualifying subsaiber's telephone service connection ciharges up to a maximum of 
$30.00 1s1 at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
rece1v1ng eiiher food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not ha·,e been provided telephc,,e service at his or her 
residence w1thm the previous three monttis, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older) Id The Link Up program Is funded entirely out of federal funds. kl 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs 1n CC Docket No. 96-
45, lo the Matter of Eedecal:$1ate JPim Board on urnversal serv,ce. adopted May 7. 1997 
Beginning January 1. 1998, lhe FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.50 per 1uahfying low-income consumer with an additional S1 75 10 federal support 
If the state commission approves a corresponding reducilon 1n intrastate local rates 47 
C F R § 54 403(a). Add1bof\al federal Lifeline support 1n an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any stale L1fehne :support (not to exceed S7 00) 1s a lso available tg 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will con:1nue to be a 
reduction ,n the telecommunications carnet's serv1C8 e:onneetion ctiarges equal to one half 
of the earner's customer connection ctiarge or $30 00, wtuchever is less 47 C.F R. § 
54 413(b) 

VI 

Pursuanr to the FCC' s rules. if there 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a 
consumer ts eligible for support tf the consumer par11apate< m one or the follow,ng 
programs Medicaid: food stamps: Supplemental Security Income, federal public housing 
assistance. or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 4 / C F R §§ 54 409{b) 
and 54 41 5(b) In addition, 1f lhere 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up pcogram, a customer 
must certify under penalty of pet}Ury that the customer 1s rece1v1ng benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to nolrfy the camer if the customer ceases to paruc.pate 
in such program or programs ISl 

Vil 

The first tssue 1s whethef the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers elig ible for Lifeline suppon to receive the additional S1 75 1n federal 
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support The Commission finds that it shall authorize intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommun1ca11ons companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add1t1onal $1 75 in federal support. Thus, the total amount of 
federal support Is $5.25 per ehgiofe customer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Commission Should set up a state Lrfehne program 
to fund further reductions in the intrastate rat.e paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at thi s time. 

IX 

The third issue is whether 10 modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With respect to lhe exisUng Lifeline program. the Commission finds that 
ii shall e liminate the existing TAP program that requlres U S WEST :nd carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a $3 ,50 reduction of tocal rates to low income 
customers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C . §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions 1s 
that the FCC eligib ility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 
Sou1h· Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. In add111on. the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form for self­
cartiflcation. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer prior to January 1. 
1998. The carriers shall J lso send a form to each of their new customers Finally, the 
earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fOUtth issue is whether the Commission should file. or in the altematrve. require 
the carrier to file infonnation wiU1 the fund administrator. ~ 47 C.F.R. § 54 401{d). The 
Commission finds the carriers snall be required to file that information demonstrating that 
the carriet's plan meets the appliicable FCC rules and that the carnier send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include 1n their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Lmk Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unSd1~ion over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31. 
specifically 49-31·1.1, 49-31-3. 49-31-7, 49.3, .7 1, 49-31 · 11 , 49- 31 -12 1. 49-31- t2 2 and 
12 4, and 47 CF R §§ 54 400 to 54 417 



II 

Pursuant 10 47 CF R. § 54 403(a). the Comm1ss1on authonzes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommumeat1ons companies PfOv1dmg local exchange service 
to ,allow ehg1ble consumers to receive the add111onal $1 75 in federal support. 

Ill 

The Comm1ss1on declines 10 institute a state L1fehne program to fund further 
reductions at this time. The existing South Dakota L1fehne and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to ro11ow the FCC rules found at 47 u.s C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
Januaiy 1, 1998. The Commission staff. 1n consultation with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for self-<:ert1flcation Toe earners shall send lhese forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pursuanl to 47 C.F R § 54.401(d). the Commission finds the earners shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the ·applicable 
FCC rules and that the earner send an 1nforma11onal copy to the Comm1SS1on. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report 10 the Commission the number of 
subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

It 1s lherofore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authonzes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eHgible 
consumers 10 recerve the add1t1onal $1 .75 in federal support, and ,11 Is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comm,ss1on will not set up a state Lifeline program 
10 fund further reductions at this tlme: and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comm,ss,on shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program: that the South Dakota Lifeline and Lmk Up programs follow the FCC rules: that 
the Commission staff, in consultahon with the carriers. develop a standard form for self­
certifica11on: that the earners shall send these forms to all of their customers prior to 
January 1, 1998; that the earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers. 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request, and 
It is 



FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrier shall file witih the FCC the information 
derr.onstrat1ng that (he carrie(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an informational copy ~o the Commission The earners shall also fnciude in their 
SMual report to lhe Commission lhe number of subsct1bers wino receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this lx''dday of November, 1997. 

(OfFICW. SE,\J.J 
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