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DOCKET 
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DATE INTERVENTION 
NUMBER FILED DEADLINE 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

TC97-076 
Appjcaoon b)' Journey Telecom lntema!IOnal. Inc to, a Cenificate of Authonty to operate as a lelecommunleabons company 06113197 07/07/97 
within !he scare ot South Dakota. !Staff TSITZl 

Appttcaoon by Call, tor Le$$, Inc d/bla en. for a Cet1ificato of Authonty to operate as a tetecommunleabons company w,Wn 

TC97•09t 
!ho state ot South Dakota- (Stall" TSITZ) Applicant saekS aU1hotl!y to ongln1to and tccmlnale "tntrHtate, intralATA ond 06117197 07/07/9? 
lnlerlATA calls of buS111ess and 1eslden11111 customer$. to operate as n Travel and Debit (Prepaid CaNng) Card reseller. and 
lo Dfovlde COCOT/COPT seNico. 

Applocaoon b)' Clyslal Communlcalions. Inc for n Certificate of Authority to "perate as a tetecommun,cal>Ons company "'1tllin 

TC97-103 
the state of Soull1 Dakota. (Staff. TSITZ) Applicant seeks authority lo provide local telecommunlcalions seMCes and 06/19197 0711)7197 
tnte111ldlango tclocommunialoons so.-.ices. The Appl~nt will not otter any local telocommun;cations sorvices Within a Rural 
TeleDhone Comoanv seNice area Wllhoul seolu"" UM rate Commission author1t11 

Appltcaboo by Oootelco. lne fo, a Ce1tiflc:ate of AIIlholty 10 ope,ato as a tlllecommunlcali011s company wrtNn the st.ate of South 
Dakota. {Stali TSITZ) Appkanl "Intends to !>LI~nbo to and resell all forms ot lnter-excha11g1 and lnlra--eKChango 

TC97-104 ttlecornmunicaliOns soMCOS 111 IIIO sano of Soulh 1.,.ikota .. ,ndudiog local dial tone sorw:e•. Message Telephone SeMCe. Wida 06/19197 07/07197 
lv'ea Te~phone SeMCO, WATS-liko seMCeS, fore!gn exchange se....tc., p,+,ate lines, tie tines. access soNico. cellular serke, 
loc,11 sw,tcheo service and other seMCes and facilities ot communications common carriers and olhe entitles • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

Intrastate TelepllOno Company, Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 214(8) alld 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks designation as an elogiblo 
telecommunlcaliOns came, "'1tllln 11,a local excnange areas tnat eonsuwte ns seMCe area In Soutn Oakoui tntraSU11e 
Tolepnono Company IS the fac,taies-based local excnange carrier presently providing local exclla11110 telocommuniCOdons 

TC97-077 SOl\'leeS rn the loll<Mwlg exehanges fn Souli1 Dakola: B,odley (784), Casl!ewood (793), Clarie (532}. Floronco (758), Ho1yti (783). 06/13197 07/07197 
Lake Nordun (76S) . Waubay (!M7), Webster (345) . Willow Lake (625) and Bryant (628) ln1111state Telephone Company, to 
A knowiodge. ,s lhe only camor· todny p,owl,ng local exchange telecommunlcaoons soNlces In !he abovo ldenollod oitchnnge 
orus ,s,011· HANCI 
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TC97 078 

TC97 oao 

TC97-081 

TC97..oa3 

TC87_. 

TC97,08S 

~te Te~lions Cooperative Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks de$1Qnallon 
11 an eligible telecommunocallons earner Wllhln the local e,change areas that COMIIMe cs serwe area on SOI/th Oa, ota 
lntOIMll!e Tolocommunlcallons CooperatlYo iS tho fac~rties-based local orchango carnet presontly p,CMd;ng local er hango 
telecommunications ul\'ICes 1n tho lotlc,...,ng orchanges III South Dakota Good-Mn (79S) . Clear Lake (874) Gary (272) 
Est..,. (&n). 8tandl (876) AstoM (832) To,onto (794) . West Htndrlcb (479) Elkton (S42) Whole (1129) . Brookings Rural 
(693). s.na1 (1!211), Nunda/Rutland (586). WentwoM (4113) and CheSler (489) lnter11ate Telec:ommunlC81iOns CooperatNe 
10 rts k1,owtedgo, IS lho only carrier loday p10Vi<IM1Q loeal e.changc tolecommunecabons surwu ,n the abovo 11fonbfied 
111cnange areas {Staff HBII<_<;, 

WNtRNef Coope11:i.e Telepnooe Company pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR S4 201 htrebv suks d"""IJnabOn a. 
an e1'glble 1e1ocommunlc:alions c .. 11101 Wl1hln 1ne 1oca1 01Cllango areas that coomuto ils ser,,,co Brea In South Dakota Woll 
RM!r Te!epnone IS lhe fa*°5-bllHCI ioc.1 eichange carrle1 prewnUy prav,ding local 11change t11lecommunic.1>0ns sel\'ICes 
n tile lolowlng e~ a.so,, (2« ). Buffalo (37S), CampClook (IIOS-797) and (40S.9n). Mndow (7e&) and Sorum (a&!) 
Wes:. 'wef Telephone, to its knoY,ledge. is tho only earner today PfO\'ldmg local erchange telecommurwcaoons ser.,c;es on tne 
above lder,11fiu<1 a.change ureas (Staff~ HBIKC 

Statelne Telecommun.:allOnS Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21• (• 1 ano 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seei..s d""l!nlllOn as an e'9J)le 
tolecommun1ca11ons earner Wllllin tne IOcal Oi t hange areas th.r COt>Sllluta llS serv,ee area on South Dakota Statel,ne IS tne 
laclh~es-based local e1change carrier presently provic.hng local exchange lelecommunlcabOns scrv!cOs in rno lollowmg 
exchanges- Newell (458). Nisland (257) end Lemmon (SOS.374) and (701 -371!) St.a1tllne lo IIS knowledg•. 11 the only catner 
today prOVICl,ng local uchange telecommuNUIIOns seMOeS on llle abovt ldenbfied erchange areas (Stall HS.~C. 

Accent Commurucations Inc pu11uan1 to 47 u SC 21 4(e) and H CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designobon as on ellgot>lo 
toloc:ommur·~allons carMr Wllhln the local erchange areas that conslllule rts setlll()e area Accent IS tho lac>klles,.baHd 
e,change cau><lf presenUy prowt,ng local e,Cllange ltlecommunocabons 1tMCes on tht lol!owwlg e>:changos Bnstol (492) 
Doland (63S). f redenck (329) Hecla (994), North Hecla (701-992) and Mollette (887) Accent to ltS knowtedgv , is tn11 only 
canler loday pov!d111g locai eichnnge totecommunlcabons serw:11 ,n the obovtt lden~fied~e•chang~~•r~•s~~ (Sta"~~ He.'CH 

James VahyCoope1111Ye Telep/lone Company pul'IUant to 47 USC 214(t ) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby ueks designation 
as an elrg,ble tolecommunic-aoons earner Within tho local etchango aieas that c;onstaute rrs serv,ee area in Sourn Dakota 
James Valley Coope1111ve Telept,one Company is tho laCll,tuts bated o,change carrier p,esenUy prol/kl,ng loca.l e,ehange 
~-SOMCe$ rn the lotlOwrng e ichanges rn Sou1h Dakota Andover (298) Claremont (294) Columblll (396) 
Conde (382). Femey (395). Gra!On (397), Houghl,on (111!5) and Tunon (897) James Valley Coope1at1Ye Ttlepllone Com1>1ny 
to ill knowtedgo is the only c;arr1er today prO\lldlllj) local ei change relecommunlcallons 141JVic:es 1n the aboVe ldenbfivd 
erehafl!lo a iaH lStan HBICH. 

Heartland CommunocaDons Inc pursuant to 47 U S C 2 t • (e) and 47 CFR 54 201 he1e11y &eef.s designaoon as an eligible 
telecommunica110n1 carne• "'11hin the local erchange aro35 111a1 con1111u1e 115 seMee areo rn Soutll Dakota Hnrtlorld 
Comroonoca- iS 111'1 l~bBS<ld local ett/Wlge ca,,.,., p,•••ntly p,o""',ng local o,cnange t•••comrnun>eouons HMCM 
rn the lotlOwrng e•chang,, rn Soutn Dakota PlanvGeddes (337) Hearttand Commun.eallon~ to 11$ know'edge IS the onfy 
CATft! IOdav p,gy,d,og IOf:111 P1·Ch11nne tetecommun,callC)ns seMCesrn the 11110Ve odM~f""141, eh11nn~ ar~11, (Stall HSICH· 
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Midslale Tolel)hol11 Company, Inc pursuan1 to 47 U S.C 214(1) and 47 CFR 5" 20t her~~ seeu designabon as an eligible 
1e!ecommunica1ions came, Volhlll lho local eu:tiange OJoas lhat c:onslltult is Mrke 1100 in Soulh Oakola Mldst11to TelePhono 
Compall)' is lho IIIOIMlles-l>IS<!d locel n chal)ge ca11Ht1 pn1senUy prcrtdng local nxehange lelocommunicauons seMCos In ll)e 

TC97,086 roaow,ng ollChangos 1n Sou1h Oa~: Academy (728), Oalmont (779), Ft Thompso0 (245), Gann Vallity (293). Kimball (77&), 
New liolland (243) , Pukwana (894), Stlcllney (732) and W111te Lake (249) Midstote Telephone Com~y. 10 its knowtedgo. 
s lhe ontv a11rio1 today prowlir>g local exchange teltcommunlcauons serw;es In the above idenbfied exchange areas {Slatf 

06(111$7 07/07197 

HBICH) 

Bolhc Telecom Coopetatllle pursuant to '7 U.S.C 214(• > and • 7 CFR S4.201 hereby suks dHl;nabon ,.. an eJ,g,bl• 
toloeommu.--11ons canief Wll!wl tho loo.I erdl1ngo areas that conslltute its Mrke area Baltic TeJecom CooperaDve di the 

TC97,087 laclhtiu,b.lsed local eichange earner presentty prowlrng local ••change telecommurtteatklns serw;es in the lollo.w,g 06117197 07/07/97 
oxctlal)gH Sallie (529) and Crooks (5"3) Bartie Telecom Cooperawe, lo its ~nowledge. is the only carrier today prowling 
locnl exch0nno tal&communk:auons ~n In the above idenulled exchanne areas !Stan HBIKCI 

Enl P1Dlll$ Telecom, Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214{1) and , 7 CFR 5-4.201 hereby seeks d!ISignauon n an otl!llbfe 
tolecommunlc-otxms c.imer wolhin tho local ,nchango 11eas 1h01 conm u1.o its HMClt area East Plains T olocom, Inc is the 

TC97-08& lacilltlor.-based local exchaogo carrier presenlly l>(Ov\dmg loc.il orchange telecommunicalions soMCes ,n 11,e follO'#iino 06/1 7<'97 07/07/97 
oJtlMlog0$ Alcestl!I (113"), Hudson (98"), and Ens! Hudsofl (712,932) East Plaw,s Telooom, Inc , 10 its knowledge, !S the only 
earner loday moYldlno local eaehanoe telocommunlcalions servteH in me abovo ldenbflod oichance areu !Stall HBIKCI 

W osiem TeloPhOnt ComJ)llny pUrsuant to 47 U S,C 214(e) Ind 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seoks des,gnalio11 os an eliglblo 
teJooommunoc:allons carrier.....,., Ille local uch11nge aren lhat cons1Nte cs seMCe area in South DakOla Wes1ern TelePhone 

TCSl7,089 ,s lho lac:iWes-basod local exchange carrier pretenlly prow:ting local u change lelecornmunicalions seniices In the loUow!ng 06(17197 07l07/97 
o.chaoges Cresbald (324), Faulkton (598) and Orient (3117). Wesiem Telephone, lo its koowledge. ,s tho only earner 1oday 
D<<Mding focal 111chanoo telecommunJcatlons aolllieet in tho above ldenbfied exctl&fl!la areas (Staf1 HBll(C) 

Slo<:khotm·Sfrandburg TalePhono Company pursuant to 47 USC 214(0) ar,d 47 CFR 54.201 hernby seeks deslgnauon os 
an eligible lelecommunlcaoons C11rrie1 ....thin tht locAI oxchaog• arus 1ha1 constrtUle ns service area 111 Soulh Oakola 

TC97--0SIO S1ockl)olm Is Int la~ local exchaoge corrior pr15enUy provd.rlg IOCJII exchange 1e1acommunlcations serv,ces in u,e 
06/17/97 07107197 lollov.,ng erchangos in South Dakota Stodholm.Sll3ndburg (676, Re.,.uo (623) and South Shore {756) S1ockholm. 10115 

t.nowlodge, ts the only camor loday prowling local erer,aoge telecorrvnuniealiOns seMCIS 1n lho above idonofiod erchango 
areas (Starr· HBll<C) 

Kennoboc Telephone Co pursuanl lo 47 USC. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 horeby Het.s designalkln as an ellglble 
tef1comn1una1rons carrier w,thln tile local cxeheoge areas thal consmure cts seMCO area i,, Soutll Dokota Kennebec 

TC97,092 TOkiphono Co is Ille faolltJes-b3sod local orchango carriet prMently prowling local l'xctlange 1olocommunlcaoons sorw:es 06/18/97 07/07191 
r11110 lollo,,.ing elChanges Kenn<1bec (869) and Presl!o (895) Kennet>ec Tolep!lone Co , w ots luH1wledgi :s the only carrier 
t0<1a1 llfOYKllnn 1oca1 axcnanne 1e111nmmunicuuons st.\MCH 1n the at>ovo rc1onofie<I e•cnanne areas 1Stan HBICHl 

Jellerson Teh1Phono Co . Inc pursuan1 10 47 USC 214(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seek$ deslgnauon as an eliglblo 
1olocommunlcatiol\S carrier withrn tile local ,i.chango areas lhat con,1Jtu1e its seNlc• area in South Dakola Jottonion 

TC97.093 T eltphont Co • Inc Is tho fec:MM!s·b.lHd lowl erchaogt ~rrie, presanUy ptowl.ng 100.1 et change telecommunications 06/18/97 07/07/97 
aerwa in tho lolloY.vlg GJ<chango Jette,son {S66). Jetrorson Telephone Co , Inc., to its knowledge, is tile only earner today 

local AlfChR-e 1e1-ft~mu..i.-•""n• Hr.1(:111 in the •"""" Iden"~ ercna-• nreas IStatt- HBICt.n 
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TC97 094 

TC97 095 

TC97 096 

TC97 097 

TC97,098 

TC97 099 

Sully Buttes Telephone CoopernlNe, Inc pursuant to 47 USC 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 5" 201 hereby seeks des,gnallOn as an 
eligible 1e1ecommurkalions corner Wllhln lho local oxchange aroos lhol cons11tu1e ns soMCe area Sully BunH Tolophone i1 
lho lacihties-blsed local er ehango carno, ptHenUy p,OVldlng local n chango 1ele«1mmunac:alions seNic:e~ ii> tho lollOWlnfl 
PCllanges Wes! Onida~). HildlCOCII (266), Se<wt<:11 (436) Tollloy (442) Onau (447) Wtmington (4S5) Langford (493) 
RDlhOII (Sl7). Tulare (S95) HQhmofe (552), Harrold (575), RH Heglltl (943) Hoven (945) Blunt (962) and E1S1 Onida (973) 
Sul!\' Buaet TolephOne, to Ill~•. ii Ille only carrior 1od1y prol/lding loeal etehange lolecommunocallons ~vMCos In tho 
above ldanbfied eiehange areas [SJatt __ HBICti 

V•nn"• CommunlcalOons Inc pu~uan110 47 us C 21 4(• ) ana 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seel<s des,gnabon u an el,gible 
lltfecommuNCI IIC)n$ earner Wlllw1 !he IOCII e1Change 1111a, 1h11 ccnsl>IUle r :Mee area Venture Communicat.c>M is lhe 
l1c,111,es-1>11sod looil e, change car11e1 p111sontty p10Vld,ng IOC• I erchango ltleco,nmunlCabOns seNic:es 1n the lollow,ng 
01changoa Onlda (2S8), Bowdle (285) . Roscoo (287), P1e,pon1 (325) e,mon (448) B11nun ND (701-"43) Roslyn (486) 
W~ Spnngs (539) Selby (649) Ge~burg (76S) ar.d Lo~non (768J Venlure Communicauons 10 ~J knOwlt!dge IS 
ine .11ty oirner today p1c;,,,dong local e•change 1olecommunrc:abO~s s~MC~"' lhe above lden~lied e, cnange are;u (Stall 
!i_lltCH; 

SANCOM, Inc pu1$Uanl IO 47 u SC 21 4(0) and , 1 CFR s, 201 ht•cbyseoks deslgnallon Hon ol,gtble lolecommun,cotJons 
carne, wllMn the local e.1ch1nge a,eas lhll conslltuto ,is seMCe area In South DaJ,,ota SANCOM IS the laclllll-based Joell! 
e•ChanOe c.imet presently provdng local ettt,ange tolKonvnunicaM>nS MIMCH on the lollolw1g •xchanges"' Sow, D1~ota 
Wolsey (Ml) Paruian (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOM lo ns knowledge IS the only ~rner tOday p,ov,ding local e, changa 
lelotommuruc:auons aeNiees in llle abOvo ldanutled exchange areas (Stall HBICH, 

Sanborn To,ephone Coope1a1Ne pursuant 10 , 1 USC 214(e) and , 1 CFR 54 201 hereby 1eei..s d0111gnabOn as an ehg,ble 
1elecommun1eauons earner Within I/le local e, change areu 1h11 «1ns111Ute IIS HMCe 11ea in Soulll Dakota Sanborn 
Tewl)hoott ,s tne tadibes-bned IOcal l'tdlange came, p<OHnlly p10Yld#>g local eu:nange lelecommun1e1110ns seMCes"' lhe 
folloWing exchanges III SoUlh Dakota Ethan (227) Ml Varnon (238) , Letcher (248), ForestDUrg (495). Arte111an (S27) 
~ol (795) and Alpena (549) SanllO'n Telephone 10 ICll knowtodgo IS lllo only ca11lor loday pro\lld,ng local e, chango 
teh,commuruc:abOns sell/lees _In the ~t>c)v_~ ldon_lllle<S ~ e>thang11~11eas (Statt HBIC 

Beu1wOltl Mun,c:,pa1 Telept,cne Co l)UIWanl to 47 VS C 214(0) ancs 47 CFR 54 201 hereby setks des,gnallOn as an el,g,ble 
1111ecommunlC•bons car,1e1 wrtoo the locel e-.rcntnge areas that coMllllll6 o teMCe 11H in S0u1h Dakola Berosiord Tel 
o u,e lbalillut bosfld local oach1r,go ca mer prosonlly p1ow!ing local ot ehllf'IID lolecommurucollons scNic:os in lht IOIIOWlfl!l 
e, cn11nge Bernford (763) Bere1101d Tel 10 11' knOW1tdge IS the only ur"er tOday p10Vld,ng local • •change 
1elecommunicauons S<!Mc:6 In I/le • OO•e lden~(ied e, cnange areas __ (Stall HBMC 

Roo.ns Coonty re,.,pnone Coopera!M! AaooallOn c,u,-want lo 47 USC 21 4(e) ano 47 CFR S4 201 hereby ne, , Oe1Wgn11uor, 
u 11n • IJllll/le toldcomm11n1eat.ons comer Within lht local • •Ch•ngn a1u1 rno1 conmulu it• ••""a a rea Roberu County 
r,1,l)hOn• Coop,,11M ANoci~UOn ,s 1110 1,u:,1,a .... base<S locll ttehango earner pruenuy prowMg local erchange 
lei~IOnl NMCft in~ lcllaMng ettNnges North New Elfinglon ND (701-63• ) New Effington (637) ~no Clue 
C11y (6S2) Roberts C®nly Telc,pnone Coope,atNe /usooation lo Its knowledge IS lhe only earner 1oaay 1>10Vld,ng 1oca1 

•Chang- 1elecommt!rncat10o, s~rvjf!)! 1n the al,ov!! l<lenbfled err~•Q']e Afflla (Stall .ti~ 
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TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97- t02 

TC97-t05 

RC Communication,, Inc. pursuant to 1.1 U.S.C. 211.(e) end 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks dulgnalion ea 111 oligiblo 
lelecommunlc:ab>s carrier will'llrl the local exchange ateas that COllSIIIUta b serke area. RC Communications Is tho l1et~es­
based local erch1r,ge carrier l)(esenlly p,owling local exchange telecommunlcetions serke, ln tho !olio..ing e-.:changM 
North Veblen, NO (701-631.) , Wilmot (933), Peever (932). Veblen (7311) al)d Summit (3911). RC Communlcatioll$, lo •15 
knowledge. ls lhe only carrier loday p,Olllding local exchange l.elecommunlcalions .. ~ In Ille above ldenofled erchango 
areas. {Stall: JiBIKC 

Splltrock Properties. Inc. pursuant to 1.7 U.S.C. 214(e) and 1.7 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designalion as an eligible 
lelecommunlcalions carrier within Iha local exchange areas 1h11 constitute ib seNlce area in South Dakota, Spl,lrocJc 
Propetlies. tnc. ls lhe faclll!les-based local exchange carrier J)fesenlly prll\'ldlng local excllange tel.communications ul'llces 
In the folloWlng exchanges In SoLSth Dakota: Howard/Car111age (772) al'ld Oldham/Ramon.i {482) Splj!Jock Properoes. inc • 
to its knowledge, IS the only carrier today l)(CMdlng local exchango telecommunlcabons seNlces In lhe ab<wo ldenoffod 
~xchange~ areas, (Staff: HBIKC 

Sparoc:l< Telecom Cooperative, Inc putSUanl to 47 U.S.C. 211.(e) al'ld 47 CFR 54.201 hereby n a ks doslgnn on as an ebg1blo 
telecommunications carrier vmhln the lOcal exchange areu that consliluta lts UMCl lfe&. Splttrock Telec:om CooperalMI, 
Inc. is the facilities-based local l!XChange carrier presently p(ovic!ing IOCII exchar,ge lelocommunlcadons serkes III the 
following exchanges: Bra11don (5112} and Garretson {60S-594) and (507·597). Spflllock Telecom Cooperallve, Inc, to t1s 
knowledge, Is the only c:anier today l)(ovldlng local erchange telecommunica!Sons seMcos in the above Identified exchange 
areas, . {Staff: HBIKC 

Tri-County Telecom, Inc p111'$uant to 47 U.S.C. 2H(e) and 47 CFR ~ .201 hereby seeks designation 11s an eligible 
telecommunlcabons carrier Wlllun the loc:al erchar,ge areas that constitute its serw:o aroa In South Oakola. Tn,County 
Telecom, Inc. is the facili1ies-based local exehange carrier p(esenUy p1ovic!ing local erchange telecommunlcauoos soM<:os 
in the following erchanges In s .. uth Dakota: Clayton (825) and Emery (44 3). Tri.County Telecom, Inc , 1011$ knowledge, is 
the only c;arrier today providing local exchange telecommunlcalions soNlcu In the above ldonofied exchange areas (Staff 
HBIC 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

06/19197 

08/19197 

06/19/97 

06/19197 

US \' ~ ST Commu1*:3Uons. Inc flied fo, approval by the Commlssion lhe Type 1 Pag.ing Agreement borwoon KJM1 Mob<lo 
Paglr'Q and US WEST "The Aorjtomenl was react,ed through IIOluntary negouabons 'Mlh;)ut ro:son to mediation or arb<lratron 
ond is submitted for approval pursuant to Sec1ion 252(e} ot tho CommunicatiOns Act ot 1934, as Bmended by the 

TC97.079 I Tolecommunicalions Act ot 1996 ... KJAM l\.1obile Paging and US WEST tunher request that Ille Commission SPPfO\"e this I 06/115/97 
Agreemenr wilhout a hearing and Without allowmg the Intervention ol other parties Becaun lhts Agreement was reaehod 
lhrough IIOluntnry nogolia!ions. • do&s not raise isstles requiring a hearing and does not concern olller parties nol a pan ot the 
negotiat10ns e.i,edilk>us approval would further 1he l)<lblic 1111erost · 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 

US WEST Commurklltlons filed tartli sheots \hat remove references to orehar,ges that have beon sold t,y U S WEST The 
TC97,0112 I sale was ellec:tlve June t , 1997 In addldon, lhls filing Includes somo tart changes and c:lean,up \toms US WEST has I 06117/97 

r119uasled an ottea,ve data of June 1, 1997. !or tl\"5 ~11119 (Sl•tf: OJ/CH' 
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07/07/97 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07/97 

NA 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

NA En~t PIAfns Tefeoom Inc on Juno 13 199 NA NA 
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So,,d,1)~ 

Public Utilities Uommission 
Slak Capiiol Building. SOO East capiiol Avenue. Picn~. Soulh ~ S1~1-S070 

October 1. 1997 

Mr. Richard O C-Oit 
Executive Director 
SOITC 
P. v. Box 57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE: Eligible Telecommunications Carrier apphcation, TC97-084 
James Valley COopetatJVe Telephone Company 

Dear Mr Coit 

The abl've•referenced application has been reviewed by the staff of the Public Utilities 
Commission The following addrtional Information Is needed in cwder for the Commission to 
consider !his appl1Ca1JOn: 

t. Pursuant to 1.7 C F.R. ~ '405 and ~.1.11. Ufeline and Unk Up selVlces must be made 
,vailabl~ by an ETC to qualifying low-Income consumers. Does the applicant company, as 
referenced above. make these services available to qualifying consumers? 

2. Please provide a verification by an authorized officer, under oath, 10 the Commission if) 
which the appt,cant represents 10 the CQmmission that the fa ts stated in the Request lor ETC 
Designatioo and the response lo data request no. 1. above. are truthful • 

Please respond by Oc:l.ober 14. 1997 Upon reQ111pt of this information, it will be evaluated by 
staff and the matter will be scheduled for consideration by the Commission. Thank you for 
your attention to this matter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

~ ·--J ... ~ 
camron Hoseck 
Stall Auomey 

cc Harlan Best 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY I 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPE.RATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
I 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. I 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RNER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUN.ICATIONS, INC. I 
) 

Tt;97--068 

TC97--069 

TC97--070 

TC97--071 

TC97--073 

TC97--074 

TC97--075 

TC97--0n 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97--081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. } TC97--083 
} 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE } 1Cl'7 ... 
COMPANY } 

HEARTlANO COMMUNICATIONS, INC. } TC97-085 
) 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) TC97--086 
) 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPE.RA TIVE ) TC97-087 
) 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. ) TC97--088 
) 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97--089 
) 

STOCKHOLM·STRAhOBURG TELEPHONE ) TC97.o90 
COMPANY ) 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. ) TC97-092 
) 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. ) TC97--093 
) 

SUU Y BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE. ) TC97-094 
INC. ) 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-095 
) 

SANCOM, INC. ) TC97-096 
) 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE TC97--097 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97·100 
) 

SPLITROCI< PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPLITROCI< TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. ) TC97•105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
) 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
I 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
) 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) 
) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA ) 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DfB/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS I 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

) 
) 

) 
) 

Tct7-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The $oulh Oakcxa Pubic un1mes Comrnis.slon (Com'nlssJon} received requests from 
the above captioned 1etecommun,ca1tons companies requesttng designation as eltg1ble 
telecommumcattons earners 

The Commiss,on elearontcally transmitted nottee of the f,hngs and Ille 1ntervenlt00 
deadhnes to ,nteresteo 1nd1v,duals and enttt,es On June 27. 1997. the Comm1ss1on 
received a PetJtJOn to lnter,,ene from Dakota Telecommuntcatlo ${stems, Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom Inc (DTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone Company (Docket 
TC97-075) Co July 15 1997 at its regularly scheduled meeting, the Comnusston granted 
1nterven1ton to DTS and DTI in Docket TC97-075 No other Peuttons to Intervene were 
filed 

The Canm,ss,on has jUOSdJcbon OV81' lh,s matter pursuant 10 SOC~ Chapum 1-26 
and 49-31 1nclud1ng 1-26-18 1-26-19. 49-31-3, 49-31 -7, 49-31 -7 1 49-31-11 , and 47 
USC § 214(e)( 1) through (5) 

The ,ssues at the neanng shall be as follows (1) whether the above captioned 
1etecommun1ca11ons companies should be granted deslgnauon as ehg1bte 
te fecommun,ca11ons earners and (2) what servtee areas shall be estabhShed by the 
Comrmsston 

.; 



I . 
A hearing shall be held at 1.30 P.M., on Wednesday, November 19. 1997, m Room 

412, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These rights and other due proces.s nghts shall be forfeited 
if not exercised at the heanng If you or your repre.sentative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
evidence provided, if any, dunng the heanng or a Final Decision may be issued by default 
pursuant to SOCL 1-26-20. After the hearing the Commission will , ·,ns1der all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing The Commission wt then enter F1nd1ngs 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing. the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligible 
teleconmunicataons carrier, and I.he Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommunications carriers The CommrsslOll's deoslon may be appealed by the partl&S 
to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law fl is therefore 

ORDERED that a hf<anng shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned telecommunications companies should be 
granted des1gnat1on as eligible telecommun1cat1ons camers, and the Comm1ss1on shall 
establish serv·ice areas for eligible telecommunications earners 

Pursuant to the Americans with 01sab1hlle.s Act. this hearing 1s being held 1n a 
physically accessible location Please contact the Public Utilities Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing n you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you 

Daleo at Pierre. South Dakota. this 

~RllFICATEOf" SERVICE 

The~ 1MR1>y cm- U.. lhl1 docl ,_, _ ___ ,_ .. port)N 

OI IK0<\1 In ll'lioOOCUI. n-onttie­
- 11>1, I>), *limilo °' l>y llnt d au mail, In 
.,._,, --- ..,....._ .. Wllh ~ 

:;Jf/u/)c -/dgl.~ 
0.Cr. // /? / tJ"l r r · 

OFFICW. SEAi. 

· rA 7 day of November, 1997 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Comm1ss1oners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARO. JR 
Executive 01rec1or 
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THE PUBLI C UTILITIES COMM ISS ION 
OF THE STATE OP SOUTH DAKOTA 

--------
I N THE MATTER OF THE FILI NGS BY THE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNI CATIONS 
COMPANI ES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
EL IGI BLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRI ERS: 

VIV I AN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUN ICATI ONS 
COOPERAT I VE, INC . 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
CO MM UNICATI ONS, I NC. 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATI VE 
ASSOCIATES, INC . 

SI OUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

I NTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

I NTERSTATE TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COOPERAT I VE, I NC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERAT IVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELI NE TELECOMM UNICATIONS, [ NC. 

ACCENT COMMUNI CATI ONS, l NC. 

J AMES VALLEY COOPERAT JV E TELEPHONE 
COMl>AtlY 

HEARTLAN D COMMUNI CATIONS, I NC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, I NC 

BALTlC TELECOM COOPERAT!VE 

I NC. 

RECEIVED 
) 

> DEC O 2 1997 
l 
J;OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIE.S COMMISSION 
I 
l TC97-06 i 
l 
l TC9 7 - 069 
l 
l 
l T C97-070 
l 
) 

I TC97 -0 71 
l 
l 
l TC97 -073 
l 
J TC97 • 07 4 
l 
J TC97-075 
) 

J TC97- 077 
) 
) 

l TC97 -078 
l 
l 
l TC97 · 080 
l 
l 
l TC97-081 
l 
l TC97 •08) 
l 
J TC97--0 84 
l 
l 
l TC97 085 
l 
) TC97·086 
) 

J TC97·087 
) 

TC97 · 088 



1 

2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELE PHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

S JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

6 SOLLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

7 

e 

9 

10 

11 

VENT URE COMMUNI CATIONS, INC. 

SAN COM, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATI VE ASSOCI ATION 

13 RC COMM UNI CATI ONS. I NC 

14 SPLITROCK PROPERTlES. INC . 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATI VE. INC . 

!6 TR: -COUNTY 7ELECOM, INC . 

17 FAITH MUNI C IPAL 7ELEPHONE COMPA NY 

18 ARHOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

1 9 
bRIDGEWATER r AN ISTOTA INDE FENDENT 

20 TE LEPHONE CO~PAN, 

2 1 UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

22 MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELE PHONE 
COMPANY 

2' 

2 4 
KA DO KA TELEPHONE COMPAN Y 

BROOKI NGS MU~ IC : PAL TELEPIIONE 

I TC97 · 089 
I 
I TC97-090 
I 
I 
I TC97-092 
l 
l TC9 7-0 93 
l 
l TC9 7-0 94 
l 
l 
I TC97-095 
I 
l TC97·0 96 
I 
l TC97 ·097 
} 

) TC9 7·09 8 
l 
l TC97·099 
l 
l 
l TC97-100 
) 

l TC97·101 
I 
I TC97 · 102 
l 
l TC97- l0 5 
I 
l 7C97·108 
l 
I TC97 • 113 
I 
I 
l i C97 ll 'l 
I 
I 
l TC9., 11!'> 
) 

l TCQ7 11 7 
l 
) 

I TCQ7 :2 1 
I 
I TC•l7 I 2 S 
) 

2 
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l HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPA NY 

2 HANSON COMM UNI CATIONS tNC. , 0/B/A 1 TC97 - 131 
MCCOO K TELECOM I 

l ) 
WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS ) TC97· 154 

4 COOPERATIVE I 
) 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECOMM UNI CATI ONS CO. ) TC97-155 
) 

6 US WEST COMM UNI CATI ONS, I NC . ) TC97 · 163 
) 

7 THREE RIVER ,ELCO ) TC97 - 167 
) 

8 ~-~--------------~----~------~-> 
9 

10 

11 

HEARD BEFORE THE PUB LI C UTlLITIES COMM !SSIQN 

12 PROCEEDI NGS ; 

l '3 

1 4 

15 
put,; COMMI SSI ON; 

Novembe r 19, 1997 
1:3 0 P . M. 
Room 4 12, Ca p itol Bu1ld1n9 
Pierre, South Dakot a 

Jim Burg, Chairman 

3 

:6 

17 

Lask a Schoen f elder, Comm1aa1oner 
Pam Ne lson, Comm1sa1 o ner 

1a COMMISSION Sibff 
PB£SEN7; 

20 

2 1 

22 

2 3 

Ro! ayne Ailts Wi e st 
Cac11:o n Hoseck 
Karen Cremer 
Harlan Beat 
Bob Y. n adl e 
Grego ry A . Rialov 
David .Jaco bson 

Repo rt ed by : Lo r1 .J . Grode, RMR 
2 5 
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13 
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Witness 
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Bob Barfield 
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52 
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67 
86 
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P B Q C E E P I N C S l 

2 

3 st a rted. 

CHAI RMAN BURO: Okay . We'll go ahead and get 

I'll begin the hea rtng fo r the dockets 

4 r elating to the eligible telecommun icat ions c ar r iers 

s designa tion. The t ime is appro ximately l:50. The da te 

6 is No vember 19, 1997; a nd the l ocat ion o f the hea r ing 

7 is Room 4 12, St a te Capitol , Pie r re , Sout h Da kot a . 

8 I a m Ji m Bu r g, Comm i ssion Chai rman. 

9 Commissione r s Laska Schoenfelder and Pa m Ne lson are 

10 a lso present . !'m presid ing o ve r this hearing. The 

11 heartng was noticed pur s uant to the Comm1 s1on•s Orde r 

12 Por and Notice o r Hearing issued Novembe r 7 , 1997 . 

13 The issues a t this hea r ing shal l b e a s 

1 ~ follows: One. whether the reque sting 

15 ~elecommunica t1ons company should be granted 

16 d~s19nation as e ligible te l e commun1ca c i o ns c a r r iers; 

17 and. t wo. what serv ice areas sha ll be established by 

18 the Commiss1on. 

19 All part1es have the right co be prese n t and 

20 to be represented by a n attorne y . All persons so 

21 test i f ying will be s worn in and sub j ect to 

22 c r oss-examinati o n by t he part i es. The Commission's 

23 !inal decision may be appealed b y che p a rties to the 

1 4 State C1rcuit Cou r t and t he S ca ce Supr eme Court. 

25 Rola yne Wiest will a ct as Commission 



' . ccunsel . 

6 

She may pro vide recommended rulings on 

2 procedural and evident1ary matters. The Commission may 

3 ove rrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

the hearing . If n o t overruled, the preliminary ruli ngs 

6 At this time I 'll turn 1t over to Rolayne f o r 

8 MS. WIEST: l'll take appearances of the 

9 parties . R. c n, who d o you represent ? 

:o MR . C0 : 7 :· m here today representing all o! 

1: th• SO tTC ~ember companies, and also Ka doka which has 

:2 recen tly app lied ! o r membersh1p w1th the coalition. 

:3 Ano Oa l a Rogers 1s here representing some companies, 

! 4 and l guess she could 1nd1c ate ! o r the reco rd whic h 

.5 ones she's representing. 

1-.S. ROGERS · I'm here representing Valley; 

s · ,c lc holr:- S~ ra ndbu rg , Gol den West, 1nclud1ng V1v1an; 

~~ , nd s~lly su · :es ~nd Ventu r e. 

MS W!EST: Coul d you repeat those ag a in? 

~O Val:~y. Stockho :m-S:randburg. V1v1 a n , Gold n West. 

MS. ROGERS Golden West. Sully Buttes and 

::2 Ven t u re . 

23 MS W:ES7: us West. 

MR . HEASTO~ : 8111 Heasto n and Tammy W1lka 

15 ! o • US We st Commun 1c at1 o ns. 
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1 

2 

MS. CREMER: 

MR. HOSECK: 

Karen Cremer , Commission staff. 

Camron Hosec k , Commission 

3 staff. 

4 MS . WI EST: We ha v e had a requesc to take one 

5 o f these d oc kets first and tha t's TC97·075. Do a n y of 

6 the par tie s want to make an opening statement before we 

7 beg i n? 

8 Why don't you proceed with 075 then. 

9 MR . COIT : Sure, that's fine . I r eally d on 't 

10 have an o pening statement.. There are a couple of 

l l e x h1bi ts t hit we woul d like to admit . And : underst and 

12 there 's also been some l etters sent to the Commission 

13 t ha t we would li ke to admit into the reco rd as evidence 

1 ; on the ETC questi o ns . And that wo uld be E,chibit Number 

15 l, which is t he appl i cation o f Fort Ra ndall f o r ETC 

16 designation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

17 o f Fort Randa ll to a data reques t from staff , dated. 1 

is believe. October 1st. And the r e are t wo letters. I 

19 don't kno w 1f we' ve marked those yet . 

20 ( EXH IBI TS NO. 3 and 4 WERE MARKED FOR 

2l IDENTIPICATI ON. / 

22 MR . CO IT : There are t wo other e xhibits that 

23 have been marked Exh ibit. No. 3. Kat hy Ma rme t, 1s that 

2 ¢ the letter of Dakot a o r is Exhibit 3 the l e tte r . 

25 MS. MARMET: Exhibit 3 is the letter of 

I 



6 

7 

8 

8 

Dak ot a . 

MR . COIT : So the Ex hibi t 3 is the letter 

fr om Robert Marmet t o the Comm1ss1on, a nd Exh 1bi t 4 is 

a letter Crom Mi ke Bradley to the Commission. 

MS. ~IES, What's the date o f tha t lette r , 

the lette r !rom Bra dley? 

MR . COI T : November 18th . 

MS. WIEST · Because I have one d a ted No vembe r 

9 18th and o ne the 19t h . 

: o MR . co :T : r th1n k e o. I• that r19ht, 

:1 Exhibit 3, 1s that the 19th? Okay . 1 had a l etter 

!2 th a t was dated yesterday. but the ones we have marked 

13 ~o r adm1s s1on today, I believe both the letters are 

1 .; d ot!ld the 19th, Novenber 19th . 

!S MS. W!EST So the letter fr om Mr . Bradley is 

16 dated the 19th? 

: 1 MR. C0 :7 : Yes . So rry about th a t. 

~s. W!ES,. ~ rd tha t·s Exhibit 4 . 

: r. MR . r.O :T · d on't k now why they're dated 

20 d1!terentl y 

2 l adm1ss 1o n o n , I believe. Yes, they are 1dent ica l s o 

~2 we·r~ see k1r.9 adm1ss1 o n o f the 19th letter . 

2 3 MS. WtEST , ! think they 're not e xactly 

2 .; :dent1cal but «e' ll go wit h the 19th. Coul d I see the 

2 S l e:ter f rom Dako ta ? d on' t believe we got copies o f 
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1 

2 

3 

.; 

tha t one . 

Exhibits l. 

! Pause. ) So at this t i me a re you of f ering 

2, 3 a nd 4 ? 

MR. CO IT : Yes, that's correct. 

MS . WIEST: ls the r e any o b j e c t 1on to those 

s e xh ibits be i ng admitted? 

6 been admitt ed in TC97 -075. 

I f no t, l, 2, 3 and .; ha v e 

Then at thi s t i me I woul d 

7 ask if any of the par ties have any quest ion s pertaining 

8 to TC97- 0 7S, includ ing the Commissioners ? 

9 The onl y quest ion I would have, Rich , is on 

10 the response to the data request , Ex h i bit 2 . And the 

11 first quest ion it talk s abo ut single party s ervice . I 

12 guess it's not absolutely clear that it's availab l e to 

13 all t ,e customers the way that the stateme n t is written 

l ~ and answe red. 

15 MR. COIT: Oh, because they said d oes the 

16 above-referenced company ha ve th is service. 

17 MS. W!EST: Right. 

18 MR. CO IT : Yeah, I guess t h at is correct. 

19 Ar.d I am no t here today to serve as a wi tness. 

20 MS. WIEST: No. 

2l MR . COIT: If that's a conce rn that y o u feel 

22 you need addressed, and I hate to say this, but I was 

23 led t o believe that if there we r e s ome questions on 

2~ app lica tions and t here wa s not a witness here c o an we r 

25 that, those ques tions coul d b e dealt wi th between no w 
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l and December 2n d. The re are wi c n esse s here today Eor 

2 some o f the othe r applica c1ons, but chere is not a 

3 witness here tod ay with respect co For e Randall's 

.; application. 

5 MS. WIEST: The only other thing I would 

6 suggest i s that perhaps the Commission cou ld Jus t hav e 

7 it clarified by another aff idavit from the person. 

8 CHAIRMAN BORG: We c ould appro ve it on the 

9 basis of that clarifica tion. 

10 MS. WIEST : A late-fil e d e x hibit just 

11 clari f ying tha t since we are ta k ing affida vits !rom the 

12 witnesses on other issues. 

l 3 

l i; 

15 

16 

l 7 

18 

19 

20 

MR. CO lT : l app reciate that option. 

MS . WIEST : Othe r wise, a re there any o ther 

questions relating t o 075? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Can we ma k e be nch d e c i sions ? 

MS. WIEST: Sta(f will have something t oo. 

They'l l have testimony o n all o f the cases . Does staff 

wa nt t o go no w, o r do y ou wa nt to go at the very end? 

MR . HOS ECK: Originally we had planned to go 

21 after the appli c ants had. 

22 MS. WIEST : All the appl1cancs? 

23 MR. HOS EC!o: : Yes . And if these are treated 

24 en mass o r s ometh1ng fairly close to that, then we 

2 5 would be prep ared t o put on o ur case in a s imilar 

I 



ll 

manner . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Tha t's fine. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

MS. WIEST: Let's just go through them and 

the n we'll ha ve Harlan as the witness. Let's go ba c k 

5 to TC97-068. 

6 TC97 ·068? 

Does anyone have any quest ions on 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : Just a cla ·ifi c at ion. 

8 dat a request re s ponse is this? 

9 MS. WI EST : Yes. That would be in that 

1 0 packet. 

What 

l 1 MR. COIT: ls there a chance that we could 

12 consider or dea l with these en mas s a s Mr . Hoseck has 

13 i nd icated or sugges ted ? 

1 4 MS. WlEST, I'd rather not j ust b e c a use on a 

15 fe w o f them I have a couple ques t ions on some of them. 

16 MR . COIT: Oka y . Should I go ahead and 

17 1ntroduce the e xhibits? 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST: Yes . 

MR . COIT: W1th respect to Docket TC97 -0 68 

20 the re are t wo exhib1cs. Exhibit No. l 1s the ac tua l 

21 ETC request fi led by Vivian Telephone Company . And 

22 Exhibit No. 2 1s the response of Vi vian Telephone 

23 Company to a d a ta request fr om Commission staff. We 

24 would move the admission of thos e e x hibits. l do not 

2S have the dates . l don't have them here with me. 

1, 

I · 
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l Okay. Yeah, the d a te on the Ex h i bit No. l ic 6-1997, 

2 a nd the date on t h e re sponse to the dat a r equest is 

3 10-1 4 -97. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 6·9; right, not 6·19? 

6-c, excuse me. s 

6 

1',R . ·o rT: 6·19 

MS . WIEST: Ok a y. Is there any ob3ecc1on to 

7 admitting Exhibits land 2 in 068? If not. they• ve 

8 bee n admitted. Again, R1ch, on Exhibit 2, che first 

9 questi o n, lt says we provide single party service 

10 th r oughout. I guess I'll assume that means all 

11 

12 

custome r s? 

MR . COIT: I would call Don Lee . Don Lee is 

13 here representing V1v1an a s well as some of the o the r 

l~ compan ies. Don Lee, do you want co take a seat? 

" 5 DON LEI!. 

:l c l?ed a s a w.tness. be1ng ( 1rst duly s wo r n, 

17 was exa mined and test1f1ed as follows : 

1e DIRECT EXAMINATION 
!~ BY MR. co:T : 

: o ~- C~ wlo y o ~ :espond to Comm1as1on counsel's 

:1 question. please ? 

22 A . Yes . The answer to your question is, yes, it 

:l d oes . nd:cate that they provide se r vice pri va te line 

: ~ :hrocg!.out ~he study a~ea . 

2S MS. WIEST: Single party t o all customers? 



l 

2 

3 

! t's available to all customers? 

A. Right . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

13 

That's the only 

4 question I have . Does anybody else have a n y questions 

s for th~s witness for 068? If not. thank yo u. I did 

6 admit Exhibit 1 and 2. 069. 

7 MR. COIT: We would move the admission of 

8 Exhibits No. 1 and 2 in 069, and that is an ETC req uest 

9 or application dated 6·9-97 and re~ponse to a staff 

10 data reques t dated 10 -14 ·97. 

11 MS. WIE ST: Any objection? If not. they've 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Ex c use me. I do 

14 not have the data request up here with me for some 

15 reason. l'm sorry about this, but l need to go back 

16 a~d ask Mr. Lee about the Lifeline, Link Up. ~ t hi~ k 

17 was tha t covered in the data request? I'm sorry t o be 

18 behlnd the e1ghc ball. but I did not have that and so l 

19 need to know whethe r th1s company is doing Lifeline. 

20 Lin.: Up now o r whether you need to· - whethe r you 

21 intend to have that implemented by 1-1? 

22 A. You're refer r ing to the Vivian Telephone 

23 Company? 

24 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Yeah, Vivi an i s 

25 what we ' re doing now. 
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1 A . V1v1an Telepho ne Company d o es provide 

2 L1 !el1ne and Link Up throughou t its sys tem with the 

3 e xception o f t he V1v1an Exchange. a nd they anticipate 

4 pro vid i ng it 1n the Vivian Exchange by Janua ry 1, 

:, 1998. 

6 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : But anticipated 

7 and doing i t 3 r e two different things. And I t h ink I'm 

8 going t o have t o be assured tha t y ou 're either going t o 

!I do it o r that you're 90109 to ask ! o r someth i ng from 

lO us. 

11 A . D~ you want a commitment that we will do i t 

12 by thac dat e " 

1 3 COMMI SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : I think that ' s 

1 , one ot the require ments, ~f I'm reading the Ac t right. 

15 

.. • o 

A. Yeah . 

COMM! SSIOSER SCHOENFELDER : And I think 

17 tha · · s tmpo:-t an t tha t •,1e have that on the reco rd . 

18 A . Cer tainly . Comm issioner. The answer is, yes. 

:~ they are committed lo p :-o v1ding it by l·l- 1 998. 

:: {.) CO MM lSS!ONE R SCHOENFELDER: Thank you. 

21 CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a q uestion. a ; eneral 

22 one on that . On the t oll , what d o we c a ll it to ll 

23 cont r ol? Do we need a statement o n those, too . o r a 

25 MS. WIEST: They did a ctually request. waive r s 
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1 i n t he i r o r i gina l appl i c at ions . 

2 MR. COIT: I wa s a t the c o nclus i o n o f going 

3 thr oug h , I ues s , the quest ions and so f o rch, I was 

basi c all y -- before c h e Comm i ssi o n a c es o n any o f 

S chese, going t o restate c h e req uest . But if t he 

6 Commissio n h a s qu escion s of Mr . Le e with res pect to 

7 c e r c a l n a s pects ot pro v - ding it , I wo uld - - yea h , I 

8 woul d suggest y o u go a he a d a nd a s k i t. 

9 CHA IRMAN BURG : No , I d o n ' t ha ve a proble m a s 

10 long as we kno w a ll o f the m that's g o ing t o a pply to. 

11 In o the r wo rds, i f ic appl i es to eve ry o ne o f the m, 

12 then the sc a t ement a t t he end s ay i ng i t appl ie s on a ll 

13 o f c hem i s adequ a c e f o r me. Or if you have s o me c hac 

1 4 a l re a dy could d o che to ll c o ntr o l , we n e ed c o kno w 

15 that . I doubt i f t here are any a t chis time. 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

2 0 

21 

r equest 

t o mak e 

br i ngi ng 

MR . CO IT : No , we don ' t . And t he wa i ve r 

is i ncluded i n a l l the app licat ion s . But 

s u r e l C was r u led o n. I wa e i nt end i ng on 

i c up a gain a t t he end . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. That's fine wi t h 

MS . WIEST : Any o t her q ue s c i o n s of t h i s 

just 

me. 

22 witness regard i ng 06 8 and 069 ? If n o c, we wil l go to 

23 TC97 - 070. 

2 4 MR. COI T: Aga i n , I woul d mov e f o r t he 

2 ~ a dmissio n o f t wo e xhi b its i n TC97-070, and t ha t is the 
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l £TC app lication or request dated 6-10-97 and respo nse 

2 co sta ff 's data request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any o b jection ? If not , Exhibits 

4 1 a nd 2 ha v e been admi tt ed . Are ther e any questions 

5 with regard to th1s d ocke t? If not, let's go to 

6 TC97 -0 71. 

7 MR . CO IT : We would mov e f or the admiss ion o f 

8 Exhibit s No. land 2 , req uest fo r £TC stat us dated 

9 6-1 0-9 7 and response to data request o f staf f dated 

10 l0-9-97. 

l l MS. WIEST: Any o b jec t ion to Ex h i b its 1 and 

12 2 ? I ! not, they' ve been admitted. Are there any 

13 questions r ega rding TC97-07 l? If not. we will go to 

14 TC97·073. 

15 MR. COI T : We wo uld move for the adm ission o f 

16 Ex h1bit No. 1. ETC request da t ed 6-11-97 and Exh i b it 

17 No. ~. response to staff d a t a request d a t ed 10·1~ · 97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any o b J ections to Exhib1ts l and 

:9 2 b eing admitted ? lf not. they have been Jdmitted. 

20 Any questions regard i ng 07 3? 

21 MR. CO i T : ! wo u l d note t hat Dennis La w, who 

22 1s the curre n t manager o f Sioux Val ley Telephone 

23 Company. 1s availab l e i f the Commiss ioners have a ny 

2 ~ ques t1ons. 

25 MS . WI EST : Any questions? lf not. we' ll go 
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l to TC97 -0 7 4 . 

2 MR. COIT: We would mov e f or the admission o f 

3 Exhibit No. l, wh ic h i s the ETC request d a ted 6 · 12 -97 

4 and Exhibit No. 2. response t o staff data r equest dat e d 

S 10-31-97. 

6 XS . WI ES T: Ar e there any obJections? l f 

7 not., l a nd 2 have be'!n ade11 1tted . Are there any 

a qu•st. o ns co~cerntng 074? I have the same question o n 

9 :nis one. R1ch, w. th respect to the data request number 

:.o o ne . 

12 

:) 

1 .; ! ,led. 

15 

~ R COtT: Would an aff i dav i t be adequa t e ? 

MS WIE ST. Y~ah. as far as a ll custome r s. 

MR. COIT: Okay. l will muk e su re t ha t g e t s 

MS. \; IEST: An y que stions o n 07 4 ? If not, 

16 le~·s go to TC97-077. 

17 MR. CO IT: We wo uld move f or the admission of 

18 Exh1bit No. l, whi c h is t he ETC request and that's 

19 da ted 6 · 13-97 , Also mo ve fo r a dmission of Exhibit ~o. 

20 2. which is a response t o d a ta requ est dated 10·9 ·97. 

21 And t he r e is also an Exhibit No . 3 in thi s docket, a 

22 supplemental response t o staff d a ta request. It's 

23 da t d 10·28·97. We move the admission o f all three 

2.; e xhibits. 

2S MS. WIEST: Any o b jection? If not , t hose 



:s 

: ,\:e :he:-~ a :1.y 

2 que•ttona reg•rd:ng ~h:• doc<~:? 

J l"P c""' :-:- ' lle ~ t e e Mr Lee t• repres e nti ng 

:TC : o d.J) •• v e ! : ., 

v p :..EE 7::a:. · • ::.gn:. 

I'S ft!£ S 7 ""'ay . Le:.·a g o to TC97-078 . 

7 MP . co :7 '"e l:IOV e for the ad111111s1on o f 

8 Ex h10.: No :. wh1cb 1• the ETC requesl dated 6-13-97 

9 and = o ve f o r the a d1:11a•1on o f Exhibit No. 2, whlch is 

: o respo n•e to staff data request dated 10·9·97. 

l 1 

12 

MS. WlEST: Any o b j ection to those exh i bits ? 

If not, the y've been admitted . Any quest ions 

13 concern ing th i s d oc ke t? Let's g o to TC97-080. 

MR . COIT: We move f or the admission of 

15 Exhibit No. 1, which 1s the ETC reques t dated 6-16 -97, 

16 a nd a lso move !or admission o f response t o staff data 

;7 r equest Exh ibi t No. 2, which is dated 10 - 14 ·97. 

:a MS. WIEST : Any obJ e c t ion to Exh ibits 1 and 

:9 2' :( not. they've been admitted. Any questions 

20 regarding this d ocket ? !f not, let's move to 

21 

23 

2 ~ 

TC97-081. 

MR. COJT: We mo ve f o r the admission o f ETC 

r eques t dated 6-16 - 97, which is Exh ibi t No. l, and also 

Exhibit No. 2, response c o sca!f dac11 reque s t , dated 

25 : o 15-97. 



MS . WIEST: Are ther e any objections to l a n 

2 2? If not, they've been adm i t t ed. Any questi o ns 

3 regarding this docket? So, Rich, with r espect t o this 

~ o ne, you will be as k ing at the end about the wa iver fo 

5 the sing l e pa rty and a ll the o ther waivers; i s that 

6 right? 

7 MR . CO IT : ls there a waive r request in the 

6 Statel:ne o n :he e1~gle par t y issue? 

>'S w:ss-; . Yes 

.. -" l'P co :-: , t 

But. yes. 1 ! t hey need a 

: · :1 reoew that request . 

: s have any !ac~-•. 1~ ! o r~ation ! c a n pro vide. 

1 don't 

I don·t-

:6 believe , Mr . ~ee , ~re you here representing S tate l ine? 

"' MP :..EE : And 1n conve1sat1ons w1ch 

:6 Stateline ~anage~ent yesterda y. t hey :nd1cated that 

19 they wo uld ~~kely need a waiver re~uest un t1~ Ma rch, 

2 0 April time !rane when they can f1n1s h the construct ion 

21 

22 

to provide a ll o ne party service. 

MS. WIEST: And in their app licati on they're 

23 a ctu a ll y ask ing t or a o ne - year wa iver; correct? 

2 4 MR . LEE: But they're w1 ll1ng to shorten it 

25 up. 
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] MS . WIEST · So you probab ly Just need a 

2 wa1ver until June ? 

3 MR . LE£ : 7 h a c would be adequate. 

MS . WIES~, June lsc? 

5 CHAIRMAS BURG: Do we need to a ct on the 

6 v tve rs n o w? 

COMM tSSrONER SCHOENFELDER : Do you wan t a 

6 QOtion o n the waiver no w? 

9 

lO 

MS . WIEST: Le t's talk about that. The thing 

is tha t all of these, I believe, are going to also need 

11 a mo t1on o n the wa i vers for the one year on the toll 

l2 cont r ol , and we haven't been doing any o f those mot i on s 

13 at t h in time. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : We have t o take each of those 

15 separate motions, do y o u th i nk, at the end for the to l l 

16 contro l ? 

11 

18 

MS. WIEST: Yes. If we want t o go --

MR . COIT: We could pick i t up here now and 

19 start doing waivers . Tha t might be the easiest way. 

20 CHA IRMAN BURC: If we got to go through each 

21 one. 

22 MR. COIT: Rule o n them as you go through. 

23 CHA IRMAN BURC: Eas ie r than going back. 

24 MS . WIEST : Okay. Fo r 08 1 with respect to 

25 the wa 1ver unt1l June 1st, 1998, concerning single 
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l par t y serv ice to all customers, and the s econd wa i ver 

2 on t o ll con trol fo r one year ·· one year f rom what 

3 date , Rich? 

4 MR . CO I T: 1 t hink I would guess that t ha t 

s would be from the date of t he o rder . 

6 MS. WIEST: Okay . 

7 MR . COIT: On the to ll control? You 're 

8 spea k ing to the t oll control; correct? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes . coll control. 

10 COMM ISS10NER SCHOENFELDER: I have a question 

11 as long a s we're t a l k ing a bout the waive r s bot:h o n toll 

12 control a nd on the single pa r t y serv ice As long as 

13 you' re ct&k ing for wa ivers , let's ma ke s ure i t ' s d one 

1 q pro pe1ly and that we're not bac k here in two months 

lS asking f or more wai vers . l would hate t o g o through 

:6 thts process, o r wo uld not li ke t o g o through this 

17 process a g a in. l thin k we need t o be ac cu rate when 

18 we 're doing tl, I a lso have a qu, 1t ion abou t what 

i9 me ets the requ ir ements o f the Act? How much o f a 

20 wa ive r can we 91ve? 

2 1 t o that . 

22 MS. WIEST: 

l don't know as l k now the answer 

Right. The time actually in the 

23 FCC Order is not: specif i ed . But it does say in 

2 ~ paragraph 89, I bel ieve. that: the Commission must. u pon 

25 a finding o f e xcept i onal circumstances, you can mak e a 



1 

2 

3 

.. 
s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l t 

22 

wal\·er f o r single party se :-vices f o r a specified periocl 

o ! t i me And a l s o o n the toll l1mitat1on the company 

must a l s o show exceptiona l ci r cumstances e x i st and need 

!or aad1t1 o nal time t o upgrade. They s hould have to 

show 1nd1v1dual h ardsh ip . 1nd1v1dual1zed hardship or 

1nequ1ty wa:-rants add itiona l time to comply and that 

wo ul d be ~ ter serve the publi c int e rest that i s in 

strict adherence to t he t1me per1 o d and it should 

exLend o n l y as long as th e e x c ept ional circu mstances 

e x lst. 

MR. CO'IT: I wou ld note that in the 

12 applications, wh i le we've requested a year. we've also 

13 indicated th a c wi thin that peri o d of time we would file 

1 4 some 1nformation with the Commission i nd i cating, you 

15 kno w, when the ca pabilit y is avail able. If the 

16 Comm ission ·· what we have ·· and Mr . Lee, I think, can 

17 answer some questions in the area o f toll cont r ol that 

18 I can't answer. But we're fa c ed with a situation today 

19 where the c apab1l 1 t!es are j ust not available. If a 

20 year 1s too long, y ou kno w, fr om our perspect iv e we 

21 really didn't kno w when 1t woul d be available and 

22 that·s why we r equested a year . But if there's better 

23 in f o rmati on on chat. maybe the time period ca~ be 

2 q different. But rig ht now we really d on 't kno w when the 

25 c apability 1s going co be a v a ilable . 
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i CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I hate to belabor 

2 the poi n t , and I kno w everyone wa nts to get through 

3 this. but t o me it's very impo rtant tha t we do i t 

4 r i ght. And s o i f it me a ns that we need to answer the 

s que s t i ~n when we g r an t these waivers and we send these, 

6 or y o u send them o n t o the FCC , we need t o b e sure that 

7 y o u have spelled o ut why these compa ~ies •· at le a s t 

8 t h i s is wha t J •m understand i ng · · why these compan i es 

9 c a n ' t d o t o ll cont r o l and why it's goi n g t o take tha t 

10 l o ng o f a p e ri o d o f t ime to do single party service . 

1 1 And s o I th i nk that should be in the applicat ion 

1 2 so~ewhere, J r a t least i n ou r motion as we approve i t , 

13 o r we shoul d have s o mething o n the record t o suppo rt 

1 4 whe re we're goi ng. 

15 MS. WIEST : They d o e xp lain the reaso ns in 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

thei r app l1cation, t he .r orig i nal appli c a t i o n , wit h 

respe c t to toll cont r ol. 

COMM ISS!ONER SCHOENFELDER: Oka y . 

MS. WI EST : Bu t i f there are a ny f u r ther 

que s tions that Lhe Comm1ss ion wo u l d li ke to ask at t h i s 

time , i ( you n e ed mo r e in f orma tion o r. t h at , we cou ld d o 

t hat n o w. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I ~ould li ke to 

know ·· and t h 1s p robably i sn't t rue o f a ll companies . 

But o f t he one s y o u're t e sti fy i ng f o r at l eas t , 



Mr. Lee. where they're at in depl o ying the technology 

t hat we need to d o these t wo th ings and what k ind o f 

delays you might expec t . Because I don't want this t o 

not go f o rward the way that i t 's been perc e i ved that it 

should go fo rwa rd. 

MR . L"'E: Su re . Okay . I m1ght respond to 

7 th a t 1n general; and then 1 f the re are specific 

8 questi ons, I'd be happy to do that. Sut the 1saue o f 

9 toll limitation, which I believe unde r t he f'CC's 

10 descr1pt 1on 1dent 1f1es a t oll r e str1ct1on and a tol l 

11 control, a nd the i ssue at hand 1s ~n the toll cont r ol, 

12 wh1ch my underst and ing i s to indicate that t he end u s er 

:3 subscriber 1s to be able to cont r ol the amount o! ico 

1 4 mo nthly bill, at which time a restr iction a utoma tical ly 

:s xi c Ks in and disal!ows access to the long dist anc e 

: i; net wo rk. To my kno wledge, there 1.s no sw1 tch vendor 1n 

~7 the United States today wh o pro v ides that c apability 

:a w. Lh1n 1ts s witch I know that the vendors are wo rking 

, !I on it . r cou!d not sic nere with a clear conscience 

:: 0 

23 

and 1nd.cate tha t o n X d a ce that 1 would expect it will 

bP available C1ven my honest o p1n1 o n. I would doubt 

tha t lL's av 1i lable to the general p o pulation within a 

year's time period . And therein i s the rea son I 

believe that SO!TC members as k fo r the one- year pe riod 

because we don't an c1c1 pate it being available. 
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1 The second o r alternat i ve to that is a 

2 so f t ware provis ioning o f toll control. And, again, to 

3 my knowledge . there is no i nterface be t ween a softwa re 

4 syste• and a s witch that h a s that capa bil ity. 

5 Primarily because it would tak e r eal time rat ing o f a 

6 customer's usage; and be c ause t he custome r control 

7 s w:tch intere x change c arr ier it 's choosing, t here are a 

8 myr i ad o f o pt iona l c a l l plans and ra te st r uctures that 

9 wo~ld be app lied. And, to my kno wledge, there just is 

10 no technology, nor so f tware, available to c a rry o ut 

11 that n r og ram. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDE.R : And if 1 r ecall 

13 right, it doesn't - - it' s no t p ermiss i ve, on e or the 

1 4 other . ¥Ou reall y to need to do all o ! t he abo ve . 

15 MR . LEE : I t includes b o th, tha t's correct. 

16 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: l believe s ome 

l7 co~pan1es have asked the FCC for cl ar i f icat1 o n. tha t 

16 sort o( th1ng. And as far as I kno w, yo~ mi ght have 

19 becte r info r mation than l de that that d ec1s1on has not 

2 0 been handed d o wn by the FCC . 

21 MR. LEE: A, 1 d ou bt l have better 

22 1n f o rmat 1o n; and, B. I agree it has not been hand ed 

23 down, to my kno wledge. There i s that clarifica tion 

2~ procedure reques t in front o f the FCC. 

25 CO MM !SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay. 
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l CHA!RMAS BURG: To my knowledge, everybody 

2 can o f!er toll lim1tat1on; right, from what we've h ad 

3 to get a general statement? 

4 MR. LEE: ~ ·m going to define a s toll 

5 res tr1ct 1on . i ~ I c an, instead o f toll limitation, yes. 

6 CHAtR~AN BURG: Toll blocking ls what l 

7 mean . Everybo dy can o ffer that? 

8 MR. LEE: To my knowledge, that's a true 

9 statement. 

CHA:RMA~ BURG : And I guess my po sition is to 

;1 me, the o ther -- I rea ll y don·t see, you know. since 

1 2 y ou su1d 1c·s not available, I c an·c see them implyin g 

13 i L o r even p ut t1n3 St into here . r think it satisfi e s 
: , a !l o ! our nee ds . l have n o problem giving the f ull 

ts y~a : o r mere as long as It gees through FCC , whi c h a t 

:~ this time it appears 1c should. Sol don't see this 

~7 point to me 1n mak1ng 1c a shorter l1m1t bec ause I 

18 don't th;nk .c w1_t ,nter!ere with the ETC 

20 MR . LE E : : wou .d agree with that an d then 

2! j would polnt ou t 1n the applications the compan ies have 

22 I lnd:cated that they ~111 1nvestigate and will work with 

thei r s witch vendo rs so that when 1c does become 

24 a va ilable, they're willing to implement it. l t hin k 

2S tha t the telepho ne compan1es feel that o nce it becomes 
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1 available, it is in the publ ic interest and would be 

2 

3 

very supportive o f that concept. 

CHAfRMAN BURG: With that 1'11 move that we 

4 grant the one-year waive r on toll -- what i s it 

5 c alled ? Toll lim i tation? Toll cont ·ol? 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second. 

7 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : l'm goi ng to 

8 concur with that as long a s the mot io n is understood 

9 chat there will be some fo r ma l way co limit toll for 

10 these customers jus t so t hat eve rybody understands the 

1 1 motion. 

12 

ll 

H 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I think i n every appl icat i o n 

you agreed that you c an do toll restr iction· ­

MR . LEE: Right . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : if I remember rea d i ng the 

applicat1ons, and that co me is satisfa c t o r y. 

MR . LEE: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Do you want them as a 

I, 

19 separate motion? Okay . 

20 we need o n this o ne? 

I'll also move -· which one do 

21 MS . WIEST : The single party serv i ce until 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: l ' ll move that we grant a 

24 wa i ver in TC97-08 l in the s i ngle party r ~quir ement 

25 u nt il June l, 1998 . 

I 
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COMM ISSIONER NELSON. l • d second. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELJER: Concur. 

l 

2 

) MS. WIEST: Any other questions in 081? Oo 

~ you wane co go back now? 

s CHA IRMAN BURG: It might be eas ier t o go back 

6 and gee these othe rs . 

7 MR . COIT: Whatever . 

8 MS . WIES7 : We'll go back to 068, and the 

9 motion 1n 068 will be ! o r t he one- year wa iver on t oll 

10 con trol. 

l1 CHAt RMAN BURG: I 'll move that we grant the 

12 waiver of toll control in TC97-075. 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd s e cond . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 068. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we grant the toll 

17 -· I mean 1 ·11 move we g ran t the waiver for t oll 

18 llm1tat1on. 

:9 MS w:ES7 · 7ol1 con:rol. l'm sorry, we ha ve 

2u to bP accurate because what the FCC did 1s they call 1t 

21 combined toll control a~d toll blocking a s to ll 

2? l 1m1 t at . on. 

23 CHA!RMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the wa iver 

24 : or toll control ln TC97·068. 

25 COMM! SSIONER NE LSON: Seconded. 



COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: For one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes . 

MS. WIEST : 0 6.9. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll keep mak l ng them. 

2 .9 

I' 11 

6 move we grant the toll contro l waive r i n TC.97 - 069 for 

7 one year . 

8 

9 

10 

11 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON : Seconded. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: 070 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move th a t we grant t o l l 

12 control in TC97 •0 70 for o ne year, the waiver for one 

13 year . 

1 4 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Second it. 

15 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

1 6 

17 

MS. WIEST: 171. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move tha t we grant tol l 

1 8 control , t h-e waiver f o r to ll con trol, in TC9 7 -07 1 f o r 

19 one year . 

20 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seco nded . 

2 1 

22 

23 

COMM ISSIONER SCHO ENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WlEST: 073. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I' ll mov e we grant the wa i ver 

24 f o r t ol l con t r ol in TC97·073 for one year . 

25 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Se conded. 
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2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

1-:S . WIEST : 01 , 

30 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' l l mo ve we grant the wa i ver 

~o r to ll contro l n TC97-07 4 ! r o ne year . 

COMM: SS IONER NELSON Se conded 

COMM I SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r 

MS. W!ES7 · 077. 

CHA: RMAN BURG: 1 "1 1 move we gra nt t he wa i ver 

9 fo r to l l cont ro l i n TC9 7-077 f o r o ne ye ar . 

: o 

. ., ... 
:1 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: Se co nded . 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFEL~ ER: Concu r 

MS. WIEST: 0 78 . 

CHA:RMAN BURG: I' 11 move we g r ant r he wai ve r 

:.; ! 0 1 toll control ln TC9? 07 8 f o r o ne year . 

. . ;, 

:7 

; " 

COMMISS l ONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMM: ss:o~ER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS WIEST : 080. 

CHAlRMAS BURG: And l " ll mo ve ~e gra n t t he 

1 • walv" r f o r t o!! co~: ro: 1n TC97-0 8 0 ( o r ~ne ye a r . 

;: C COMM, SSIONER NELSON: Se conded . 

., . COMMJ SSJONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur . 

CHA! RMAN BURG: We d1d 81 ; r 19h t . and we a r e 

2, I do n!' with 81 

MS. WIEST: Any f urt he r q uestio ns o n 081 ? 

2s os;, TC97-083. 
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1 MR. COIT: We would move for the admission o! 

2 the ETr. request filed by Accent, dated 6-l7 · 9 ~. and 

3 Exhibit No. 2, the response to staff ( 1 ta request which 

4 is dated 10 - 8 - 97. 

5 MS. WIEST: Any obJection? l f not , land 2 

6 have been admitted . Any questions regard i ng 083? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll move we grant the toll, 

8 the wa iver fr toll cont r ol in TC9 7·08 3 f or one year . 

9 

10 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

11 MS. WIEST: TC97 -0 84 . 

12 MR . COI T : We move for the admiss1on of the 

13 ETC request da ted 6-17-97, which i s ~arked Exhibit No . 

l ~ l, and we move for the admission of Exhibit No . 2, the 

15 respo nse to staf f data request dated 10 - 8 - 97 . 

16 MS. WIEST: Are t here any o b j ections? If 

17 not , they've been admitted. 

18 CHAIRMAN BURC : I'll mo ve we grant the waiver 

19 !or toll contro l 1n TC97 ·084 f o r one year. 

20 C0MM1SSI 0 NER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'l l concur. 

22 Does this have a single party q~estion on this o ne ? 

23 MS. WIEST: No. They sa1d 1n their o rig i nal 

2~ applicati o n tha t they are offering single party service 

25 t o all consumers. 
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1 CO MM I SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a sticky o 

2 l t. So r ry . 

3 MS. WtES7: I believe in the i r ·· okay. 

~ Yeah. t hat was Bob' s question. And the reason he had 

5 the question ls 1t was a c tually in the original 

6 app l1cation. So 1! you look at the original 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

appl1cat1on on pa ge t wo, under question number th re e, 

they do state that they pro vide single pa r ty service t o 

a ll consumers i n t heir s e rvice area. Numbe r four d o wn 

o n chat list. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

MS. w:EST : Thank you . Okay. Let's go co 

13 TC97 • 085 . 

14 MR. CO lT : We mo ve for admitting of Exhibi t 

! 5 ~o. l. the ETC request. dated 6-17-97, a nd Exhibit No. 

16 2. che response t o staff data request dated 10 - 10- 97. 

: , ~ s . ..: :ES7: Any obJ e c t1 o ns? I f not, they've 

t have the s ame quest ion he r e with 

:~ ~espect co questi o n number o ne . 

o questions. 

CO l 7 : Mr . 

I believe. 

Benton 1s available c o respond 

Is this Hea r tland? Right? 

:2 Or. Do n, can yo u :espo nd to any questions? 

, 3 MR. LEE . Mark has asked me t o r espond on his 

., behal!, wh1 c h w1ll be Hea rtland Communications, a nd 

25 they are o!!e r1 ng all single. 
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1 MS . WIEST: Single party was offered to all 

2 cus t omers? Any other questions concerning this 

3 docket? ls there a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant the 

s waiver for toll control to TC97-089 for one year. 

6 CO MM ISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

7 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

8 MS. WIEST: 085, I believe. 

9 CHAI RMAN BURG: Excuse me, 8 5 . 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97 ·086. 

11 MR . COIT: We mov e f o r the admission o f ETC 

12 request. Ex h1b1t No. 1, dated 6-17-97, and response to 

13 staff data requests, Exh ibit No. 2, which is dated 

1~ 10 -10•97. 

15 MS. WlEST: Any objections? If not, they 

16 have been admitted. Same question, c a n you answer 

17 that, Mr . Lee? 

18 MR . LEE: I• m sorry , I don• t have i:he 

19 associated compa nies with the e x hib11: numbers. Wh ich 

20 company are we referring 1:0? 

21 MR . COIT: M1dstace. 

22 MR . LEE: They are cu rrent ly all private line 

23 se rv ices. 

2 ~ 

25 

MR. COlT: Single party; correct? 

MS. WIEST: Single party to all customers ? 
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MR. LEE: Correct. 

MS. WIEST : An y ot h e r questions in this 

docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the toll 

control wai v er 1 n TC97-086 f o r one year. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-087. 

MR. COIT : We mo ve for the a dmission of 

10 Ex hibit No. l. ETC request. d a ted 6-17-97 , and Exh ibit 

11 No. 2, response to staff data request. dated 10-16-97. 

12 MS. WI EST: Any objec tions ? If not. Exhibits 

13 land 2 have been admitted. 

14 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1'11 move we grant t oll 

15 control waiver in TC97 -087 for o ne year. 

16 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd seco nd it. 

17 COMMISSi ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

l 8 MS . WJES7: Again, I'd have a question on 

19 this one , R.i. ch. 

20 

21 well. 

22 

MR. COIT : Mr . Lee is representing Baltic a s 

MR . LEE · Baltic is currently a ll priva te 

23 ll ne . r·m sorry, single party. I should use the rig ht 

24 term. s~ngle party service . 

2S MS. WIEST: To all custome r s? 
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MR. LEE: Correct. 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97-088 . 

MR . CO IT: We move f o r the adm1ss1 o n of 

4 Exhibit No. 1, ETC request dated 6 - .7- 97, and response 

5 to staff data request. which is Exh ibi t No. 2 , which i s 

6 dated 10 - 17 -97. 

7 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ect ions? lf not, Exh i b its 

8 1 and 2 have been admi tted . 

9 CHAIRMAN BORG : I'll mo ve we grant a wa ive r 

10 on t oll control in TC97 -0 88 f o r o ne year. 

11 

12 

l) 

1 4 

15 

l 6 

17 

18 

20 

21 

chis one. 

sec-vice. 

COMMISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

COMM ISS IONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WIEST: Can you answer my question o n 

Mr . Le.e? 

MR. LEE: Company na me. please? 

MS. WIEST : East Pl a ins. 

MR. LEE: Cur rently l. s all s.1ngle pa r ty 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 -089. 

MR. COIT: We move for t t.e admission o( 

22 Exh1bit No. l , whi ch is the ETC r eques t d a ted 6-17-97, 

23 and the admission o f Exhibit No. 2, wh ich is a re s pons e 

24 to sta f f data request, dated 1 0 · 21-97. 

MS. WIEST: An y obj e ctions ? If not, they 've 

I 
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1 been admitted. Same questio n . 

2 MR. COI T · I d o n't bel i eve that Mr . Lee is 

3 he re representing Western t o day . What d i d t hey say in 

4 the :-espo n se ? 

s MS. WIEST : They s a id Western Telepho ne 

6 o ffers single party service . My questi o n is do chey 

7 offer t o every customer aga in? 

8 MR . COIT : Well 

9 

1 0 

MS. WIEST : Can you d o a late-filed on that? 

MR . COIT: we can do an affidavit on that 

l l one. I g uess. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURC : I ' ll move we g:-ant a waiver 

13 o n coll contro l for TC97-089 f o r o ne year. 

14 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

;5 COMMI SSIONE R SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

16 

1 7 

MS. w: EST: Okay . Let's go on t o TC97 -090. 

MR . CO IT . We move f o r c he adm i ssi o n of 

!8 Exhibit No. 1. which is the ETC request dated 6-17-97, 

;~ and Exhibit No. 2. which 1s the re sponse to staff data 

20 request da ted t0-24·97. 

21 MS. WIEST : Any obJect1on? If not , they've 

:2 oeen adm1tced. Any questions concerning chis doc ket? 

23 CHA IRMAN BURG: I 'l l move tha t we grant a 

2 4 waiver o n toll cont r ol 1n TC9 7-090 f o r o ne year . 

25 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second it . 
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2 

3 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELD8R: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97·092. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of 

37 

4 Exhibit No . l, which is the ETC request of Kennebec 

5 Telephone Co mpany dated 6·18 - 97, and mo ve for the 

6 admi ss ion o [ Exh i bit No. 2. which is the respo nse to 

7 staf ~ data req uest dated 1 0· 10 - 97. And l wo u ld note 

a that Mr. Ro d Bau er 1s here t o respo nd to a ny questions 

9 that the Commiso1oners o r staff may have c o n c erning 

10 t heir reque s t. 

1 1 

12 docket? 

13 

1 .; 

MS . WtEST: Any questions concern i n g this 

rf not, do you have a motion? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit b o th those? 

MS. WlEST, I'm sorry, I did noc . I w1 ll 

15 ad mit Exhibit Nu mbers land 2 , 

!6 CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move tha t we grant a 

17 waJ ver o n t ol l control J n TC97 - 092 f o r o ne year . 

18 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second lt . 

19 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

20 MS. Wt EST: TC97-09 3 . 

21 MR . CO IT : We wo u l d move f o r the admissi o n o f 

22 Exhib i t No. 1, whi c h is the ETC request o f J efferso n 

23 Te l ephone Company, dated 6·1 8- 97, and mo ve also f o r t n e 

2~ admiss i o n o f Ex hibit No. 2. respo nse t o sta f ( data 

2 5 r e q ues t , whLch i s dated 10 -1 0- 97. And I woul d no te 

,. 
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1 that Mr . Dick Conno rs ie available t o anewer any 

: questions co ncer n1ng the Jef!ereon r eq uest . 

3 MS. WI ES"': : Any o b J e ction to the exhibits? 

,t not., they' ve been admitted . 

5 concern1n9 this docke t? 

Any questions 

6 

7 

8 

10 

1 1 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a waiver 

for toll control 1n TC97·093 f o r o ne year . 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I• d second it. 

COMMI SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER 

MS. W!EST : TC97-09 4 . 

Concu r. 

MR . CO !T: We'd mo ve f o r the adn i ss ion o f 

12 Ex h1b1t No. l, which 1s t he ETC request dated 6 -19·97, 

ll and mo ve ! o r the adm1ss1 o n of Exh ibi t No. 2, wh ich 1 s 

1 4 Lhe response t o data requ est. dated 10·15· 37 . 

! 5 MS. WIE.ST: Any o b j e ction to Exhibits 1 and 

. ' 2., I! not . ~nose exhi bi ts have been ad mitt ed. Do you 

:, hav~ any w 1tncss~s !or this o ne? 

o::-: Mr ~ee 1s avai lable f o r both 

~o MS w: Es , Just had a questio n , I guess, 

~! ncerntnc etng:~ ?arty s ervi c e bec a u se in c h is one it 

a_ea say sho ~ . d :ac.:1t1es not a llow imme a1a te singl e 

.• far · y serv:ce, S.!:y Bu ttes may o ffer mul ti - party 

SP rv 1c e ur.t1! the !ac1l1 t1es are rest o r e d o r installed 

o d.low : or s i ngle par ty serv1ce . Has that occur red 
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1 i n the past ? 

2 A. Cu rrent l y Sull y Buttes Te leph o ne has no 

3 ffiUlti -l 1ce . The face is a ll singl e party service . I 

4 think the y added that langua ge suc h tha t if t h e re were 

s a dis a ster that they had to res pond to t hey wan ted to 

6 reserve the right to offer part y line under the 

7 emergen c y basis onl y . But they have f or a number o f 

8 years been a ll si ngle party serv i ce. 

9 MS. WIEST: Any o t her quest ions ? 

10 CH;: RMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant a waiver 

11 on t oll control f o r TC97 -0 9 4 f o r one ye a r. 

1 2 CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Well, I'll 

14 concur . 

lS MS . WIEST: TC97-09S. 

16 MR. CO IT: We wo uld mo ve fo r the a dmission o f 

1 7 £TC. ExhibJ t No. 1 . dated 6-19 - 97, and admission o f 

18 Ex hibJt No. 2. response to da t a request dated 

19 10-15-97. l wo uld point out th a t I believe that t here 

2 0 mi ght be an 1ssue with r espect to single party service 

21 wa iver 1n this c a se a s we ll. 

22 MS. WIEST: Rig ht . At this time a r e the re 

23 any obj e c t ions to Exhibit l and 2? If not, they've 

24 been admitted . Yes. And it wou ld appear the y would 

25 need a wa ive r . And my quest ion f or apparent ly they 



l have th r ee multi-party cu s tomers and t hey plan to 

2 install single p a rty service d u r ing the 1 988 

3 construction sea aon. So I gu e ss my ques t ion is 

4 0 

~ apparently they haven't a sked f or a wai ver. Are yo u 

S doing s o at this time? 

6 MR. COIT: Yes, we would on thei r be half. 

7 And I thi nk Mr . Lee woul d be able to respond to 

8 quest i ons o n that. 1 assume so an yway. 

9 MR. LEE: Sure. But tha t would b e correct , 

10 we do ne e d a wai ver. The s a me J u ne l dat e would be 

11 acceptable to us. 

12 MS . WIEST: June l, o kay. 

13 CHAI RMAN BORG: l'll move we g rant a wa i ve r 

14 1n single p a rty service to June l , 1998, i n TC97-095. 

1S CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I would second that. 

16 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Su r e, I'll 

17 concu r . 

18 CHA IRMAN BURG: And 1'11 also move tha t we 

19 grant a waiver f or toll control o n TC97 -0 9S for o ne 

20 year. 

21 

22 

23 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WlEST : TC97-096. 

2 4 MR. COIT I mov e f o r the a dmission o f ETC 

2S request, Exhibit No. l, d a ted 6-19-97, a nd move fo r the 
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1 admi s sion o f Exhibit No. 2, r esponse to data r equest 

2 dated 10 - 10- 97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? lf no t , they•ve 

q been a d mit ted . Any questions concerni ng th1s docket ? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we g ra nt a wai ve r 

6 on t o ll contro l 1n TC97 · 096 for one year . 

7 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I' d s e cond it. 

8 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

9 

10 

MS . WIEST: TC97·097. 

MR. COIT: We move f o r the admi ssio n of 

11 Exhibit No. l, ETC r e quest. da ted 6· 19 - 97 , and Exhibi t 

12 No. 2, response to data ~equest d a t~d 10 - 10- 97. 

13 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ectio ns ? Jf not, they • ve 

14 been admitted . Doe s a nybody have a ny questions 

15 concerni ng this doc ke t? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we g ra nt a waiver 

17 for toll control 1n TC97-097 f or one yea r . 

18 COMM ISS IONER NELSON: l'd second lt. 

19 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

20 MS. WJ EST: TC97 - 098. 

21 MR. COIT : We move fo r the adm1ss ion of ETC 

22 request dated 6-19-97. which is marked Exhibit No. 1, 

23 6nd ,dmission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response 

2 4 to data request dated 10-1 4 -97. 

25 MS. WIEST : Any obj e ction to Exhibits 1 and 



2? If not. they've been admitted. Are there any 

questions conce rni ng t hi s d oc ke t? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move that we grant a 

waiver f o r toll control 1n 7C97·098 f or o ne year . 

COMM lSS : ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t . 

COMM: s s • ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS WJES7 · 7C97-099 . 

8 HR. COI T : We move f o r the admission of 

9 Exh1b1t No 1, whi c h 1s the ETC dated 6·19-97, and 

10 a dm1aaion o f Exh1bit No. 2. which is the response t o 

1 1 data request da ted 10·9·97. 

12 MS . WlEST : Any o b J e c t ion? If not , the y 've 

13 been admit ted . ! have t he same questio n on this o ne. 

:4 The question l G do we have singl e part y ae rvice, and 

~s the answer is yes ? 

MR . co :T · Mr . Lee, are you here f o r Rober t s 

17 Cou nty o r n o t ? 

:a MR :..££ ; So. 

MR. co :7 . 7hen we p r obab l y need to handle 

tl",.o c. i s u ppo se, by :.he a!fldavlt. 

22 

2 3 Co unty or 

2.; 

25 

MS . w:ES7: Okay . 

MR . LEE : Ri ch, are we talking abou t Roberts 

MR . C0 !7 · Robercs County. 

MR . LEE : I kno w fr o m anothe r source ot her 
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1 than t~is that as manager of the South Dakot a 

2 Assoc i a tion of Telephone Co -ops and t i e da ily requests 

3 we•ve had there that they do, in fact, provide a ll 

4 sing l e party se rv ice th r oughout Robert a Cou~ty Co-op, 

5 if that will suffice f o r your info rma tion here . 

6 MS. WI EST: Is that sufficient ? 

7 

8 

9 

MS. CREMER: That's suffici ent. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

10 for toll control in TC97 -0 99 for o ne yea r. 

11 CO MM tSSIONgR NELSON: l'd second it . 

12 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

13 MS. WIEST: TC97 • 100. 

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of 

15 E~ hib1t No. 1. which is the ETC request dated 6-19-97 , 

16 and admission o f Exhibi t No . 2, respons e to data 

17 request dated 10·9-97. 

18 MS. WIEST: Any obJection? If not. they've 

19 been admitted . Sa me question on th1s o ne. 

20 

21 

MR . LEE: I don't kno w the answer . 

MR. COI T: There Is·· Mr . Lee is not here 

22 representing RC Communications t oday, so I s uspect 

23 we' IL have to deal with that with a l ate - f iled e xhibit 

2 4 1: that" s ckay . 

25 MS. WIEST: Okay. 



l CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll ~eve we g rant a waiver 

2 ! o r toll con trol in TC97-l00 f or one yea r . 

3 

s 

6 

COMMl SS : ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISStONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97- 101 . 

MR . COIT : We move f o r the admission of 

7 Ex h1b1 t No. 1. wh ich is the ETC request dated 6 · 19-97, 

a and Exhib i t No . 2, respo nse to staff data request da t ed 

9 10·1 4 -97. 

10 

11 I been 

l 2 

1, I lo!l 

:s 

MS. WIES:' Any obJ e c tion? I f no t, t!ley've 

admitted . Any questi o ns co ncerning this docket? 

CHA:RMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant wa1ver f o r 

con: r ol in TC97-l0 l ! o r one year . 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: : · d second 1 t . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . 1o.:EST: TC97-l0 2 . 

M? co::-. We move f o r the a dmission o f 

1e Ex:11b:t No . , wh i ch is the ETC dated 6· 19·97, and 

l~ Ex h:b1 L No. 2. wt:ch 1s a respo nse to data request 

nat':!a : o 1 .; 97. 

2: MS W,E~7 : An y o b J e ct1ons? I( not, l and 2 

::2 ~av• been admltLed. Any questi o ns concerning this 

2' Joc it et? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waive r 

::!> : a : ioll con trol in 1"C97· 102 f o r one year. 



COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd s e cond it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc ur . 

MS. WI EST: TC97 • 105 . 

45 

l 

2 

3 

4 MR. CO IT: We move f or the admi ss ion o f ETC 

5 request , Exhibit No. l, dated 6- 19-97, and admission of 

6 Exhibit No. 2, r esponse t o data request dated 10- 14 -97 . 

7 MS. WI EST: Any obj e c ti o n? lf no t, Exh i bits 

8 land 2 have bee n admit t ed . Any quest ions concerning 

9 this docket? 

1 0 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1'11 move we grant a waive r 

11 fo r toll cont r ol in TC97-105 f o r one year . 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON : I'd second it. 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER Concur. 

14 MS . WIEST: TC9 7 - 108. 

lS MR. CO IT : We move f or the a dmission of ETC 

. 6 request, Ex hibit No. l , dated 6·23 - 97, a nd the 

17 admission of Ex hib i t No . 2, r esponse to staff data 

18 request d a t ed 10 · 14 ·97. 

19 MS . WlEST : Any obj e ction? If not. Exh1b1ts 

2 0 land 2 ha ve been admitted. Sa me question . Ca n you , 

21 Mr . Lee , ans wer tha t one ? ls tha t single party serv c e 

22 available f o r 

23 

24 

25 

MR. CO IT: Fo r Fa i t h. 

MR. LEE : I do not represent them, I'm s o rry . 

MR. COIT: We would request permission to 
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7 

8 

9 
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MS. WIEST: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa iver 

for toll cont rol 1n TC97-106 for one year. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSON: I' d second ic. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIE~T : TC97- 113 . 

MR . COIT , We mo ve for the admiss i on of 

Exhibit No. 1, £TC request d a ted 6-2S-97, and Exh ibit 

10 No. 2, r esponse to data reques ts dated 10 -9- 97. 

11 MS . WIEST : Any o b J ect1 on? If not, they've 

12 been admitted. I h a ve the same questi on on this o ne. 

13 MR . CO IT : This 1s Armour. Bill Haugen c an 

lQ r~spo nd t o yo ur question . 

1 S 

:6 

17 

18 

1 9 

21 

22 

MR . HAUGEN : Ye a, I c an answer that . 

BILL HAUGEN, JR., 

c alled as a w1 tness, be1ng first duly s wo rn , 

was e xamined and testified as follows: 

;XAMI NATI QN 

MR HA UGEN : Good afternoon. 

MS . WIE ST An d l woul d Just li ke t o ask you 

1! yo u curren:ly provide s ingle party setv1ce t o all of 

23 yo ur customers 1n you r area . 

24 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

2S avai lable t o all o f our c us tomers 1n Armour Independent 



1 Telepho ne Company servi c e area . 

2 late sevent ies. 

It ha s been since : he 

3 MS. WIEST: Are there any o.hers questions of 

q this witnes s ? Thank you. 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1 "1 1 mo ve we grant a waiver 

6 f o r t o ll control in TC97·ll3 f o r one yea r . 

7 COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: !'d second . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97·ll ~ . 

8 

9 

10 MR. CO IT: We move f o r t he ad~issi o n o f ETC 

11 request o f the Br idgewater -Canisto ta Tel ephone Company, 

12 which is dated 6-2S·9 7 , that's Exhi_bit No. l. And a lso 

13 move f o r the a dmiss1on of Exhibit No. 2 , which is 

1 4 response to data requests of staff dated 10-9·97. And 

1S Mr . Haugen is here as well to r e spond to any questions 

16 in this d ocket. 

17 MS. WIEST: Fi r st o f all. a ny obj e ction t o 

18 Exh1bits l and 2? If not, they've been a d nntted. And 

!9 : would ask the same question. 

20 MR . HAUG EN : Single party r erv1ce i s 

21 available to all che customers in the 

22 Br1dgewa cer·Can1stota Ex ch a nges. 

23 MS. WIEST: Than k you . An y other questions 

2 q of chis witness ? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 
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f o r t oll con tro l i n TC97· 114 for one year . 

COMM tSSt ONER NELSON: I • d seco nd i t . 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 115. 

MR . CO IT : We would mo v e the adm i ssion o f 

6 Exh ibit No. 1. the ETC request o f Union Te l ephone 

7 Company, dated 6·25-97. a nd Ex h ibit No. 2. response t o 

e data request which 1s dated 10·9 ·97. 

9 

10 

MS. IC ES7 : Any obJ ect1on, l f not. Exhibits 

land 2 have been admitted. And I woul d ask the same 

1: question 1n this doc Ket . 

12 MR . HAUCEtt Singl e party service 1 0 

:3 avai l able to a ll :he c~stomers 1n t he Union Telep h o ne 

!; ~ompany ae~v!ce a~ea, Har~!ord a nd Wa ll Lake Exch anges. 

' ~ . " 

:: 0 

21 

22 

23 

MS. W:E S7 · ,hank you. Any other q uesti o ns 

CHA:RMA!>: BURG· I'll move ue grant a wa iver 

f or toll restr1c t 1on 1n TC97 -1 15 f o r one year. 

COM~ ·ss : o ~ ER KE ~SON: I • d second 1 c. 

COMM: SSIONER SCHOENFELCER : Concu r . 

!'.S. w: EST 7hank ) .:>u. TC97 ·117. 

MR co :, · We move f o r the admiss ion o f 

2 .; Exh:.b:: No.:. £ 7 C !"-'qu,..st daced 6·30-91, a nd Exhibit 

25 No 2. response to d a ta request dated 1 0- 14 -97. 
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1 MS. WIEST: Any obj e ction? If not, Exhibits 

2 1 and 2 have been admitted. Any quesci ona concerning 

3 this docket? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

s for tol l control in TC97 - 117 for one year. 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: l ' d second it. 

7 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

8 

9 

MS . WIEST: TC97-121. 

MR . corT: We move for the admi ssion of 

10 Exh ibit No. l, the ETC r equest of Kado ka, dated 7-3 - 97, 

11 and th~ admission of Exhibit No. 2, respons e to data 

12 requests dated 10-28-97. 

13 MS . Wl EST: Any objections to Exhibit& land 

1 4 2 ? If no t, they've been admitted. Any quest ions 

1S concerning th1s doc ket? 

!6 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1·11 move WU grant a wa ive r 

17 f or t oll control in TC97 - l21 f o r one year. 

18 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'll second it. 

:9 

2 0 

21 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WlEST: TC97 - 12S. 

MR . COI T: We 'd move for the admission o f ETC 

22 request, Exhibit No . l, dated 7-7 - 97, and Exhibit No . 

23 2, respons e to data request o f staff, which 1s dated 

24 10 - 29-97 . 

2S MS. WIEST: Any obj ection to Exhibits land 
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l 2? If not, they've been admitted . Any questions 

2 conce rning this docket? 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURC: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

f or t oll ~ont r ol 1n TC97·125 for one year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON, I'd seco nd it. 

COMM 1SS:ON£R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97-130. 

MR . COIT: We woul d move for the admiss ion of 

9 Exhibit No l, the £TC request dated 7·10-97, and 

10 £xh1b1c No. 2. the response to data request dated 

11 10-1 -. -97. 

12 Any obJ e c t1o n to Exhibits land 

1 3 2? If not. tney•ve been admitted . 

. ~ conce : n1ng this docket, 

Any question • 

:s 

' . . " 

:a 

CHA! RMAN B'JRG: t'll move we grant a waiver 

~or toll cor.:.rol 1n TCS7-l30 f or one year . 

COMM: ss:o~ER NE~SON: I would second 1t. 

COMX:SS,OSER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

~s w: £S7 

MR CO: :-

request Exhibit No 

7 C97- ll: . 

We woL!d ~o ve t he ad~1ss1 on of ETC 

l. wh:ch :a dat,.d 7-10-97, and 

22 Exhibit No. 2. response to data request dated 10·14-97. 

23 MS. W:E ST Any o b J e ction to Exh1b1ts 1 and 

.. ., .. ., not. they•ve b~en admitted. Any q uestions 

_5 conce rn1n9 tn1s doc~et? 
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l CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

2 ! or toll control i n TC97-131 for o ne ye a r. 

3 COMM I SSIONER NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMMISSlONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

S MS . WIEST: TC97-1S 4 . 

6 MR . CO IT : We would move into the recor d 

7 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request, dated 9-10-97, and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2, the response to data request dated 

9 10 - 16-97. 

10 MS. WIEST: Any objection to Ex hibit land 

11 2? If not, they have been adm i tted. Let's see, on 

12 

13 

1 4 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

th is o ne this was one of a coupl e that no time period 

wa s requested for the waiver. 

the one year ? 

I assume you still want 

MR . CO IT: Mr . Barfie ld is here. He could 

respond . He's Mr. Bob Barfield, manager ( o r West 

River. 

MS. WIEST : They request a waiver but this is 

19 one o f the few ones that didn't ask for o ne year, a s 

20 far as r can see, o r any time period. So I wa s 

21 wondering if there was any different time period that 

22 wa s being requested. 

23 BOB BARPIBLD, 

24 called as a witness , being first duly s wo rn, 

25 was examined and tes tified as follows : 
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2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

EXAMJ NATJQN 
MR . BARFIELD : rn respon se to your quest ion, 

since the vendo: does no t have a date , as far as we 

know, at chis time co pro v i de this, tha t 's the reason 

we didn't ask f o r a c erta i n time per1od o n the waiver . 

MS . WIEST: Sue we wi ll need a time per iod. 

MR . COIT: Wou ld you be willing to accept the 

o ne - year ti me peri o d that is be i ng granted to other 

companies ? 

MR. BARFIELD: We sure would. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And I th i nk the thought 

12 behind i c is if there still i sn' t any s olution, then it 

13 would be renewed o r we'd requesc . With that, I'll move 

L ~ tha t we g,·ant a waiver fo r toll control in TC97-15 4 f o r 

1 5 o ne year. 

l6 

17 

18 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: t would seco nd it. 

COMM IESIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. N1EST : Let's go to TC97·15S. 

:s MR. CO! T: ~ e wo uld request admission o f 

2 0 Exh1b1t No. l , which 1s the ETC r e q uest of Mo bridge 

21 Telecommunications, wh ich 1s dated 9 - 10-97 , and a l so 

22 Ex h1b1t No. 2 , which 1s the response to data request 

23 dated 10-16-97. 

MS. WIEST : Any ObJection? If not, Exh ibi ts 

25 land 2 have been admi tt ed . And I would have the same 
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6 
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8 

9 

10 
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q uestion with respect to the l ength of the wa i ver. 

s ame . 

MR . BARFIELD: And the respo nse woul d be the 

We woul d ask f o r a year on the wa i ver . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. Any other questions? 

CHA I RMAN BURG: With that I' 11 move that we 

grant a wa ive r on coll con trol in TC97 1S5 f or o ne 

year . 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I 'd secon d it . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : concu r . 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. Let's skip t o 

1 1 TC97 - l67. 

12 

13 

15 

.6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

MR. COIT: I wou ld j ust note that Three River 

Tel co 1s not an SD ITC membe r company, so I' m not real ly 

here toda y t o represen t Three Ri ver Telco . 

MS. WIEST : Nobody is here ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Do we have any ques t1ons o n 

1t , o r d o we have to have representat ion? 

bo 'y, 

MS WIEST : Somebody needs t o move 1t 1n . 

MR. CO IT : Well. if you're look 1ng : or a 

I gueos : c an serve as the b o dy . 

MS . CREMER : Othe rw ise, I c an move to adir. t 

22 the two exh i bits, Number l. 10- 10-97 , the request f r 

23 ET..: . and 11-7-97, the a mended - - oh, I'm sorry, thac ·s 

2~ US west . Let me t ry that agai n. 10· 16 o f '97 is the 

2 5 r~quest and 11 · 13 - 97 1s the amended request, and 1 
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l would a sk that they be admitted 1n. 

2 MS . Wl EST : Any objection? If not, they ' ve 

3 been admitted . Are there a ny questi ons concern1ng th is 

~ d oc ket? I wo uld note that t he1r appli c ation d o es 

S request a waiver for o ne peri o d f o r t ol l cont r ol. 

6 CHAIRMAN BURG: There 1sn•t a question on the 

7 sing l e party line , though, i s there? 

8 MS. WIEST: No. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: 1'11 move we gran t a wa iver 

10 for toll c ontrol 1n TC97 -167 ! or one year. 

1: CO MM ISS:ONER NELSON: I'd second . 

12 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

13 ~S w: ES7. At th1s t 1me did you wan t to go 

1, co us weat. o r is Ha rla n going to speak to these 

1'5 doc ke ts? 

l., 

!8 

:o 

2J 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

a: 

MS CREMER : We'll finish up these ~1rst . 

MS WIES7. Ok ay . 

S7AFF 'S EXH!BlT NO 1 WAS MA~KEO FOR 

HARLAN 8ZST , 

c alled as a witness. be1ng firs t duly s worn . 

was exa-lned and test1 ! i ed as f ollows: 

J : RECT EXAMINAT! ON 

V. R. HOSECK: 

Q. Would you state your n a me f o r the ~eco r d, 



1 please. 

2 A. Harlan Best. 

3 0 . And what is your job ? 

A. I am deputy director of fixed ut il ities for 

the Public Ut ilities Commission. Sout h Dakota. 

Q. 'nd have you been present in the hearing room 

thi s af t ernoon fo r the hearing on these applications? 

A. 

o. 

Yee. 

And have you had the opportunity to rev i ew 

10 the c aption in the not i ce o f this hear i ng which lists 

t l the c ases wh ich a re befo re the Commission on this date? 

12 

13 

A . 

o. 

Yes . 

And are y o u f am i liar with the a pp licat ions i n 

i ~ e a ch of these c ases? 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

19 

A . 

o. 
Yes . 

As a part of your job, have y o u reviewed 

hose applications? 

A. Yes. l have . 

o. You have befo r e you an e xhibit numbered 

20 Staff's No. 1: is t hat cor rect? 

21 A . Ye s . 

22 Q. And is cha t an exhibit t hat you prepared i n 

23 the cou r se o f your duties? 

2 4 

25 

A. 

o. 
Yes, it is. 

Just br iefl y e xplain to the Commission. 
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1 please, what tha t e xhibit entails . 

2 A. What I have don e on this exhibit is across 

3 the top is listed each o f the companies requesting 

4 eligible telecommunications carrier status, the 

5 a ssociated d ocke t number, and the staff counsel that is 

6 a ss igned t o t he r e s pec tive d ocket a. Down the s ide, the 

7 l ef t-hand side , 1s the requ i rement s that are set f o rth 

8 ( o r ETC sta tus. Popul ated within the column s i s the 

9 responses that the respect i ve companies gave within 

10 the ir e xh ibits 1 a nd Exhibit 2 that have been admitted 

ll 1r.to the record . 

:2 And are there any changes o r co rrections t o 

13 this exh1b1t that you woul d li ke to ma ke at this time ? 

A . One ;hat I am aware o f 1s under V1v1an 

15 Telephone. Docket TC97-068, under the Li f eline and Link 

' --" Up 1 t shows that it will be ava ilab le l · l -97. 

l7 shou ld be l·l-98 I'm not awa re of any othe r 

lS corrl'ct1 o ns 

It 

M~ . KOS ECY · Okay . At th1a point in time I 

2C woul d move S~a! ! 's Exh:b:t No. l :nto evidence. This 

21 :s intended as tes:1~ony f o r all o : the dockets en mass 

2~ with the e xc epti on o ! Us West . 

2l 

2 5 

COMM: SStONER SCHOENFELDER: 

her~ tho ugh . 

u S West 1 s on 

MR HOS ECK: That would be h and l ed l a ter . 



MS. WIEST: Is there any o b jection? 

MR. COI T: My comment would be that I jus t 

receive d this so I haven't had an opportunit y to go 

t hrough to mak e su re th i s is a ll accu ra te . I guess I 

c a n take Mr . Bes t 's wo rd that it is accu ra t e and I'll 

have t o d o t h a t , I guess . Other tha n tha t , I d o n't 

have a n y c o mmen t. 

a MS. WIEST : Do you wan t a n opportunity to 

9 look i t o ve r? 

10 MR. COIT : Well. it might ta ke me a wh i le, so 

1 1 

12 

1 3 

1 .; 

15 

l 6 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

2 2 

2 3 

2 4 

25 

I d o n't have any o bject ion. 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Then Staff Exhibit No. l 

will b e admi tted into a ll of the dock e ts that we have 

g one t hro ugh so f ar . 

MR . HOSECK: Okay . Tha:>k you. 

Q. Base d o n the review o f these dockets that y o u 

h a ve d one and r e l ying t o whatever e x tent you may on 

Staf('s Exh i b i t No. 1, d i d the applicant companies meet 

the r equ irements of becoming an el i gible 

: elecommun i cat io ns carrier? 

A, Yes , they have , with the noted l a ce-filed 

affi ~avics c ha: will be done i n a number o f the 

d ockets . 

Q. And with r egard to advert i s i ng s ervices 

e xchange - wide, d o you have a recommendation to the 
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1 Commission f o r a provision to be included 1n an o rder 

2 which would come out o f these proceedings? 

3 A . Yes . Staff's recommendati o n for advertising 

4 would be that the ETC car r ie r be required to advertise 

S at least once each year : and 1! they have any rate 

6 c hange , tha t that rate change be advertised when it 

7 d oes change . 

8 o. And in conclusion, do you have an opinion as 

9 t o whet her o r not the applicants contained on Exhibit 

10 1, with the excepti o n o f US West which has not had its 

11 c ase heard yet at this time. whether or not those 

12 app lican ts meet the qualifi c ations as an eligible 

1 3 telecommun1cat1ons c arrie r? 

1 4 A. Wi th staf!'s r evi ew that hds been undertaken, 

1 5 yes , they d o meet the requi remen ts for ETC status. 

1 6 MR. HOSECK. : have no further q uest ions o f 

17 th1s witness. 

l ~ MS . WIES T : Are there any questions o ! this 

19 w, tness ? Mr . Co it ? 

2 0 CROSS -EXAMINATION 

2, 6Y MR . COIT • 

22 I assu~e when you talked about adve rtisi ng 

: 3 :aLc changes that yo u ' re referencing the r~t e s Jus t f or 

24 LhP essen ~1al services that are suppo r ted by uni v e rsal 

25 service? 
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A. Yes. 

MR. COIT: No furthe r questions. 

MS. WIEST: Ms. Rogers? 

MS. ROGERS: No, no questions . 

MS. WIEST: Mr . Heas ton ? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The only quest ion I'd have is 

8 the re any·· is a dvertisi n g identified in any way? Is 

9 there any criteria for what advertising means in the 

10 conte x t of this? le the methods i n the PCC Order as 

11 well? 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm sorry. what wa s the 

13 question? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The quest ion I had fo r Harlan 

15 o r anybody else is. i s there a meaning, is there a 

16 desc ription. definition for advertising. what tha t 

17 constitutes? 

18 MS . WIEST : Under t he stat~te itself 

19 21 4 ( e l (l) ( Bl c hey must adver ti se the availability o f 

20 such serv1 c es and if you're referring to the services 

21 that are supported by federal un i versal serv ice and the 

22 c harges theref o re us i ng media o f g eneral distribut ion . 

2 3 

24 me. 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. t th i nk that sat1sf1es 

COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: noes that mean f o r 

I 



1 Lifel in e and Link Up, the y have t o adver tise t h is 

2 once? 

3 MS. WIEST : That woul d be under staff ' s 

recomme ndat ion. r be lieve . 

A. Ye s , once each year . 

60 

s 

6 COMMI SSIONER NE LSON: Well, fran ly. I d on't 

7 think it's adequ a te. 

8 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Are you d oing 

9 tha t? Are y ou -- to f ollow u p -- excuse me, to f ollow 

10 u p o n Commissioner nelson's question, are you 

11 reco mmending that they advertise once each year after ? 

12 I believe ou r o r der said that y o u have to send an 

13 appl 1c at1on to everyo ne once initi a ll y and then t o 

l ~ every new custo mer . You're request ing t h is 

i s advert1se~ent o ( Li ! el1ne. Link Up 1n addition to, 

, -. o woul d thal be a ccu rate o r n o t? 

A . Righl , 7he Li fe line, Li nk Up under TC97 · 1S O, 

~e which was :ssusd ye s terday , states that 1t shall be -­

! 9 [ o rm shall oe, o r a l etle r shal l be sent to present 

~O custo~ers. and the n this wo ula be a n ad vertise men t o f 

.. . .. . 7hey · d have t o do a dve r tisement o f this for at 

22 leas t o n c e each year . 

.,, . . .. 
coxv : ss : OSE? SCHOENFELDER : Okay. Thank you . 

So 1s the answer t o 

ZS ~as ~a s que&taons 1t' s :n additi o n t o? 
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l A . Yea . They would do it originally, and once a 

2 year after. 

3 MS. WIEST: Ho w would they advertise? 

4 Where? 

5 

6 

., 

A. 

A • 

Where would they advertise? 

MS . WIEST: Yes. 

Whatever general distribution it meets 

8 accor ding, l assume, it means newspapers and those 

9 types o! publications. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type o f 

11 general distribution media once a year ? 

12 A . Whatever 1a available within the ir given 

13 exchanges that they ser ve. 

1q MS. WIEST: And it would only be for those 

: s eerv1cea supported right now by federal unive rsal 

16 service? 

l ., A. Yes . 

18 MS . WIEST: And every time they changed a 

19 rate for one o f those services, then that would have to 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

25 

be re- advertlsed at that time? 

A . Yes . 

MS . WIEST: Are there any other quest1ona o C 

t!lis witness? If not, thank you. Actually, I de: . 

c ~uld y ou retake the stand, Harlan? r guess we have a 

q ueotion for you. Could you look at your exhibit for 
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l Venture Communications, TC97·09 S? 

2 A . Yes . 

3 MS. WTEST: Does the ans wer to number four, 

~ single party service, we did grant them a wa i ver 

S be c ause cu rrently they do no t have single party s ervice 

6 apparently to three c ust ome rs ? 

7 

8 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: So would that be incorre c t there, 

9 your q uestion ther~? 

10 A. ! t would be a clarif1 c at 1on there to it, yes. 

! l MS. WI ES7: Okay . Thank you . Do y ou have 

12 anything f urther . Mr . Hoseck? 

13 

l ~ I Th.ink you. 

?S 

MR . HOSECK: 

MS WlES7: 

St aff has nothing further . 

Do y ou wa nt to take a sho rt brea k 

!~ un:11 we go to US West? 

17 MR co : T When d o es the Commission -- are 

:• y o ~ going t o wa1c unc:l the end t o rule on all o ~ the se 

19 w:th respect to t h e a ctu~l ETC des i gnation ? 

zo MS W!ES7 7 ~at·s why we•re ta ki ng a short 

i2 I AT THIS T I ME A SHORT RECESS ~~S TAKEN .) 

. 3 MS w: EST, ~et·s get started again. And we 

2; ~ :11 go: ~ TC97-l63 

25 MR. HEASTON: And I would move ddmiss1 on o f 
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l Exhibit l, wh ich is t h e request, and Exhibi t 2, which 

2 i s the amended request, and Exhibi t 3, which is the 

J serv ice terr ito ry map. That's Ex hibit l, 2 and 3 

4 r espe ctively 1n the docket. 

5 MS. WIEST : Any o b j e c t io n ~o Exhibits l, 2 

6 and 3? Oo y o u ha ve a copy of the service territory 

7 map ? Are there any o b j e ctions to Exhi b its l, 2 and 3? 

8 lf n o t, they•ve been admit ted. You may proceed, 

9 Mr. Heasto n . 

1 0 , R . HEASTON: We wo uld a lso join in the 

11 mo ti o n o n the t o ll con t r ol . The reason we did not seek 

1 2 a wa i ver in the initial app licatio n is bec ause as I 

13 r e ad Pa r agraph 388 o f t he Order in the DA 97-157 

1 4 i ndicated that t o ll bloc king wo uld be sufficient in the 

15 mea nt ime and i t wa s dependen t upon when you upgraded 

16 s wi t c hes. And s o we do no t feel we need a wa i ver o f 

17 toll c ontro l, b u t the c ommon wisd om seems t o be there 

18 n eeds to be a waiver. s o we will follow the herd here 

19 a nd requ e s t the t o l l con tro l wa i ver als o . 

20 And we are a l s o o ne o f the parties t o the 

2 1 req uest of the FCC to rec onsider th e toll li~itation, 

2 2 t ha t th i s i ncl udes both to ll blocking and toll 

23 control . And l guess we would also point out tha t with 

24 t h e i mplementa tion of number portabil i ty that is g o i ng 

25 t o i mpa c t to l l c o n tro l somewha t s igni fica ntly. And so 



1 while we agree with Bob Barf ield in h1a obse rvati on 

2 that since we don't know when 1t'8 going to happen, 

J that's why we wo uldn't want a time limit on lt, but we 

4 are willing to acte p t the one year with the 

5 understanding that i! there 18 not the ab1l1ty to 

6 implemen t it or 1f the ability 1e too expensive to 

7 implemen t, that we would be able t o come bac k to this 

8 Comm1 ss1on and seek further wa i ver o f tha t, of 

9 implementi ng toll control with par t of the essential 

10 telecommun1 c at1ons c arrier o bl1gat1on. 

l 1 MS WIEST : Okay . Would the Commissioners 

l~ CHAIRMAN BURG: 01d we admit the exh ibits? 

l l MS. WIES7: Yea. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l l move that we waive toll 

,S control !or 7CS7 -1 63 !or o ne year. 

l 6 CO~M: ss:o~tR NELSON: We ll, I'm going t o 

17 s e cond ll, but I heard an e x pansion o ! what we've bee n 

18 waiving tn the past !rom giving them one year with the 

:9 .dea we're g o ing t o r enew 1t. And the reason I wa s 

20 ~ . lli ng to gra~t tt :s because techno logy 1s not out 

:?! Lhere. No w, Lhe Ac t requires that lt be the re and i t 

22 didn't say anything abo ut how much it cost. So I 

23 d.dn't hear any th1ng about one of the reas o ns we were 

2~ waiving tt 1n th~ past wa s because that :t might be 

25 cost proh1b1ti v e as much as because technology wasn't 
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l there . I c a n understand why technology wasn't there, 

2 but I didn't - - I wasn't in Cong ress when the y voted 

3 that wa s p a rt of the Acc. 

~ MR . HEASTON: lt'S not part of the Act. 

s g uess that's the f i rst thing. It 's an FCC --

6 COMMISS I ONER NE LSON: It ' s a ru le. 

7 

8 

MR. HEASTON: lt ' s an FCC dictate. 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Bu t i t has the same 

9 we19ht as the r u les and statute unless lt 's changed 1n 

10 court ; righ t ? 

11 MR. HEASTON: Th a t's true . But unl e ss the 

12 FCC changes, a s we've urged th em t o do. 

13 COMM lSSlONER NELSON: Right. So I'm 

J4 secondlng your motion Wlth the unde - s t a nding i t's 

!S exact ly a s we had stated 1t o rig ina lly; is t hat 

16 co rrect? 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the mo tio n wa s f or o ne 

18 ye a r. 

19 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : l believe the 

20 mot1on was ! or on e year, a wa iver for one yea r , and I 

21 d idn 't k now cha t the motion h a d anything mo re than 

22 that. than Just a wa ive r from t ol l contro l fo r one 

23 year. 

2 ~ 

25 

CHAIRMA N BURG: l t doesn't . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Then I'll concur. 
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2 

) 

~ 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 l 

12 

l 3 

. .. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Al l I'm saying, though, 

1s I v o ted f or it and there will be a record that I 

vote d ! o r it; and the reason I vo t ed f or it was the 

technology wasn't available. And that's a lot 

di(!erent 1n MY m1nd than it's cost proh1b1t1ve. 

COMM lSS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: I th ink 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Not that that wouldn 't 

be an issue 1n my mind that you could debate. l don't 

want a record that I 'm support 1ng someth1ng for a 

d1f!erent reason than I did. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a comment tha t I'd make 

on it. guess If there isn't a technology, I really 

hate to see all SO or 7S filings Jus t f o r an 

e x i:eno1on . It LherA 1a some way we could certify there 

:s 1s no techno:ogy and extend lt as we come up towards 

16 ~hat year, t'd we;come that solution rather than go 

:7 through th10 w1th this man)• o f them. r. personally, in 

18 my o wn mind, cannot see a solution when we're going t o 

l~ have mult1ple compan:es tn number portability. lt 

2 0 b o Qglen my mtnd t o see how tha t's even g,1ng to happe n 

21 hat y ou could end up wt th any kind of toll 

22 l1m:tat1on. So : ·~ guessing when we come up to the 

2) ydar, we're sc11: not going to have a solJt1on, and I ' 

not loo king c o ward to requ1r1n9 all o f you·· I mean 

ZS that's the name of a bure a ucrat to !ile tha t many 
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2 consolida t e it at that time, l woul d we lcome any 

3 suggest ions . Tha t's a ll I have . 
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4 MR. HEASTON: l have Mr. Le .. ner a v a i l abl e 

5 here, and we d o have a couple questio ns t o ask him. 

6 JON LSSMSR , 

7 called a s a witne ss , be ing first dul y s wor-n, 

8 was examined a nd t est i fied as f oll o ws : 

9 DIRECT EXAMINAT ION 
10 BY MR . HEASTON : 

ll o. Mr. Lehner, in our applica tion we desc r i bed 

1 2 the iss~e o f elimina ting multi-party services and going 

1 3 t o single party s e rvice t hroughout US West s e rv ice 

1 4 a r eao. C a n you upda te the commi~sion on the status o f 

15 t ha t co nsi stent wi t h what we' ve al ready put 1n t he 

1 6 app licat ion ? 

11 A. Yes . As o f Oc t o ber 31 o f th i s year t he 

18 number o f multi - par t y o r t wo- a nd f o ur - par ty cust o me r s 

I~ 1n US West·s terr itory 1 s 612. 612 . 

2 0 CHAIRMAN BURG: What was the da t e on t hat, 

21 Jon ? 

22 

23 

A. 

o . 

As o f tO · ll·97 . 

And wh a t c an you t el l the Comm i ssi o n about 

2 4 ou r cont i nuing ef!o rt t o e limi nate the mu l t i-party 

25 servi c e ? 



68 

l A . The plan right now is t o el iminate all of 

2 those 612 excep t f o r 5 2 o f them . And the time fr a me 

3 f o r that will be by the end o f the second quar ter, 

4 wh ich I suppose we could put for a date of 6-30 of 

5 '98 . So a l l but 52 of those will be comple ted by 6-30 

6 o f " 98. 

7 Q. And wh a t abou t the rema i ning 52? 

8 A. The r e maining 52 are ext r emely high cost 

9 upg r ades. And unti l ot h e r technology or othe r me ans 

10 become ava il ab le, t he re a re no p l ans r ight no w . We 

11 have no pl ans t o move ahead wit h tho se 52. 

12 o. Wtth that we still believe that it i s 

13 approp r i a te f o r us to -- we s t ill be lieve the waive r is 

1 4 appro pr1a~e 1n this c a se; 1 s tha t co rrect? 

15 A. That 1s co r r ect. 

MR. HEAS70~ : Tha t's a ll the questions I 

17 have. 

: 8 MS . WIEST : Ms. Creme r ? 

19 CROSS-E XAMINATI ON 
20 8¥ MS . CREMER : 

21 Q Mr . Lehner , wh~re are t hose 5 2 l ocated? Are 

22 they sp r e ad throughout. o r are they in a speci f ic area, 

23 d o y o u kno w? 

' " . I could read the m off for you. There's about 

25 a do zen e x cha nges. Or ! could give you a late-filed 
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l e xh ibit. Let me just read them off. Arlington is 

2 four; Belle Fourche, six; De Smet, four; Huron, three; 

3 lake Preston, one. 

4 COMM lSSlONER NELSON: Do you want to start 

s ~ ver ? 

6 A. Ar lington , f ou r; Belle Fourche , si x ; Oe Smet, 

7 fou r · Huron, three; Lake Preston, one; Madison, t wo; 

8 Milbank, f ou r; Pierre, t wo; Redfield, t wo ; Sisseton, 

9 six; Spearfish. two; Volga. five; Watertown. ten; 

10 Yankton, o ne. 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

o. Is there a particular reason? Is it li k e 

Anaconda line or s o mething? 

A . I t ' s a combination o f many factors, but yo u 

mean a s far as the 52 are conce rned ? 

o. Yes . 

A. It's a combination o f many factors . we·re 

calk~ng abou t feeder distri but ion, we're ta l king about 

in some c ases a PAIR GAI N systems like Ana conda thAt 

wo uld need co be replo ced . 

MS. CREMER: Okay . That's a ll the quest _o ns 

! have. 

CHAlRMAN BURG , Have you in vestigated any 

other technical solutions other than to a s i ngle party 

other than llne extension? 

A. You mean in orde r to provide a single party 
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l service to these customers? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes. 2 

3 A. Yes. I t hink the answer is we are constantly 

4 looking for a cheaper way to do this because in some 

s c ases, Commissioner, we're talking about ove r Sl00,000 

6 to upgrade a single customer, and it just doesn't make 

? sense to do that And the answer would seem to lie 

8 proLably in some form of wireless, but so far the 

9 wir~less technol ogies, whether then s atellite o r fi xe d 

: o w1re!ess, are st1~l pretty expensive. l see that as 

11 

l 2 

the ultimate solution. though. t o some o f these. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'm going to move to grant 

:J the wa ive1. 

,..S , Wl EST : Jus t a s e cond. Do the 

:s Commis sioners have any other questions? As opposed t o 

:;; 1.ne oche r ones. : ·m going t o have to ask you some 

:, G~est1~ns to ver1!y t~1n9s that were 1n the application 

:6 b~cause that wa s s:9ned by Mr HeastoL. It wasn't 

: 5 s19ned cy a w1tness wi th an aff1dav1t, as all the 

20 1 othe rs were . So bear with me for a second . 

2: 

22 

A. l've never trust ed h is signature either . 

MS . Wl£ST: First one, does US West provide 

23 voice grade access Lo the public s wi tched ne t wo rk to 

2~ a l: 1n its service area? 

25 . ". '!es . 
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HS . WIEST: 

Yes . 
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And does it p Yovide loc a l usage ? 

3 HS . WIEST : Do you provide dual tone 

4 mu l ti - frequen c y signalling or its functi o nal 

5 equi va l en-., 

6 A. Ye s. 

7 MS. WI EST : 

8 emergen c y service s? 

9 

10 

A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST : 

11 s erv i ces ? 

1 2 

13 

H 

15 

16 

A. Yes. 

MS . WIEST: 

i n t ere x c hange serv i ce ? 

A . Yes. 

MS . WI EST : 

17 director y assistance? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WI EST : 

Do yo u pro v i de a ccess t o y o ur 

Do you provide acc ess t o operato r 

Do you provide access to 

And d o you pro v i de a ccess to 

And y o u've al r eady t a l ked abou t 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

toll cont r ol and the wai ver. Do you p r o v i de o r a r e yo u 

a b le t o p r o v ide toll block ing? 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST: Then g et ti ng b a c k to yo ur r e q uest 

24 for t h e wa iver on s i ng le part y serv ice, l k now i n y ou r 

25 a p plica tion you t a l ked a bout t he o nes thot you have no 

,. 
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1 plane, y o u kno w, of pro vid ing service d ue t o the c ost 

2 and everything . M/ prob lem, I guess, 1s that 1 d on't 

3 see tha t the re 1a a ny de minimua exc ept ion within the 

~ FCC r ule s with respect to single party servi c e. Have 

s y o u been gran t e d any of this type of de minimus 

6 e x c eption to that requ irement, do y ou kno w, in any o f 

the other sta tes? 

A. I am no t aware. 

7 

8 

9 MS. WIEST : And what I'm getting at is that 

10 it appears, acco rd ~ng to the FCC ru l es and I'm 

11 look ing at ~7 5 ~ . l Ol (c) , that in orde r t o grant any 

12 additi o nal t ime t o complete net wo rk upgrades for single 

13 par t y o r e nhanced 91 1 o r toll limitation, t hat the 

1~ Commission does i n !act have t o set a t ime peri o d f o r 

15 y ou t o complete thos e network upg rad es . ls y o ur 

~6 cont enti o n that we do no t? 

: 1 A. I wou ld not a ake tha t content ion. I' m going 

!8 t o let my atto rney arg ue with you abo ut that. 

19 MS . w :EST : We l l. then. 1 d o have a coup l e 

: o other quest ions . My o ther question 1s o n service 

21 area . And tt 1s a lso a re quirement o f the state 

22 Comm1se1o n t o designate s erv ice areas as o pposed to 

23 study areas for non r ural telecommunicati o ns compa nies. 

2 ~ F1rst o r all , you wo u!d agree that you are a non r u ral 

25 celecommunicat1ons company ? 
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Yes. 

MS. WIEST: And in t he FCC's p ublic notice 

3 96- 4 5 issued 9· 2 9-97, it does state chat we mu se send 

4 t o USAC the names o f t he ETC's and the designated 

s service areas fo r nonrura l ca rriers no l a t e r than 

6 December 31st, 1997. And 1 kno w you made s ome 

7 refere n ce t o these things in you r app lica t ion , b ut I 

8 d o n't think y ou re a ll y cold us what you wa n t your 

9 servi c e a rea co be. Because the FCC has told us that 

10 we better not adopt your study are a as your serv ice 

11 area for la r ge ILEC's. Do y ou have serv ice areas f or 

12 your company that you wa nt the Commission to adopt at 

13 th1-s t ime? 

i.; A. Well. r su ppos e chat -- and, Bil l, jump i n 

15 he r e, l guess, to help me wi th t h is. But I suppose 

1 6 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

tha t our service area ought t o be ou r e x c ha nges in the 

state o f South Da kot a . No w, t he study area is a 

d1!ferent issue a nd that has not been determ1ned yet. 

But I wou ld think that our service a r ea would be our 

exchanges that we serve in t he state of South Dakota. 

MR. HEASTON: I f I may from a legal 

22 standpo 1nt, ther e 1s no definition ye t; and c ert a in ly 

23 o ur s~rvice area would be those a re as within wh ich we 

2~ are au t horized to provide the supported services . 

25 MS. WTEST: Ri ght. And that's my question. 
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1 MR . HEASTON: From a genera l perspective, I 

2 guess. if that's what y o u're look ing fo r is wh a t you 

3 would designate t o the FCC woul d not b e a ny t hing 

4 outside the area where we're author ized or cer t ified to 

S provide service. When it comes t o where the a r eas a r e 

6 going to be tha t would be whe r e the serv ices woul d b e 

1 supported by a universal se r vice fund, whethe r it's 

8 h19h cost o r low 1ncome o r librar i es o r whatever it 

9 happens to be, you kno w, that's an area tha t's 

10 current:y under debate depending upon which prox y cos t 

11 model ts going to be a ccepte d . And s o tha t's why we 

12 are s o mewhat vague on that te r m because what this 

13 Comm:ss1on has not done and nor ha s the FCC come out 

l ~ with any !1nal dec1s : on as t o wha t model it is going t o 

15 a ccep t . So l think 1f we' r e req ui r ed t o ta k e a look at 

16 a •serv i ce are~.· I would do it from the standpoint o f 

!7 what Jon ·· :o comply w: th the l a w. If that's what 

18 we ' re look1 ng f o r. :o comply with the FCC requiremen t . 

: 9 ! think that's what we would l ook at is an area, 

2 0 though. no :arger :nan an exchange area, which we wou ld 

21 equate to a wi r e c enter or an e x change area. And we 

22 have however many a re on that. 

23 MS W!EST , He how many e x ch a ng e s do y ou 

st:!l have? 

25 MR. HEASTO~ : It's o n the list we submitted . 
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A. I c an 't answer that exact l y . I t's 

approxjmately 35 . 

MS. WI EST : It would be at ta ~hed? 

MR. HEASTON: It's o n our e xhibit to our 

5 application. 

6 MS . WI EST: So however many with the 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

11 

12 

13 

l ~ 

15 

16 

17 

amendment the three tha t were misse d. That•s h o w many 

service area . you would like t he Commission to 

designate fo r US West a t this time? 

A. I guess I'm not sure whe the r we woul d wa nt t o 

designate each e x c hange . 

MS. WIEST: My pro blem i s we are s upposed to 

tel l the FCC by December 31st wha t y ou r designated 

serv ice area is. 

A . Then I suppose we ought t o d o it e xchange by 

e x c hange . 

MS. WIEST : If you wa nt mo re t i me to thi nk 

1 8 about it 

19 MR. HEASTON: Yes, I thi nk l wo uld . I mean 

20 this is not s ometh1ng that 's come up in the o ther t wo 

21 s ta tes that I've done this in, and I had t he same baste 

22 application. I wi ll have to -- I wil l do a late - filed 

23 e xhibi t on tha t if I could with a n a f fidav it fr om Jon. 

2~ MS. WIEST: Okay. 

25 MR. HEASTON: What are you relying on a g a in, 
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l Rola y n e ? 

2 MS. WlEST . Actua lly w~at as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, tha t was docke t 96· 4 5 DA 97-1892 issued 

4 9·29 - 97. 

5 

6 

MR . HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS. WJEST: And l'm also relying on 

7 pa rag r aphs 185, 192, 193 of the PCC's uni ver s a l service 

8 o rder. 

9 

1 0 

l 1 

12 

MR. HEASTON: 1 97 , 175. 

MS. WIEST: 157 o r 

MS. CREMER: 185, 192. 

MS. WIEST : The docket number for the FCC 

13 un1vers a l oerv1 c e . 

14 

15 

: 6 

l 7 

18 

MR . HEASTON: No t the docket number but the 

o rder number , the o rder number . 

MS. w:E S7 . Okay . I wa s loolong at 185, 192 

and pa:-agraph 

MR HEAS70 :.: : got those. Was it FCC 

19 97 -1 57 '> 

20 MS. WlESi: 157, right . And the o ther thing 

21 you mig ht want t o address 1n paragra ph 185, for 

22 e xa~p . e. 1t d o es saf 1! a stat~ PUC adopts its e x isting 

2l se r vice a:-eas ! ~ r la :-ge : LEC's, their st u dy area, this 

2 ~ wou ld erect s : 9n:!1car.t barriers to entry . We are also 

25 encou raged t o consider des19nat~n9 service areas tha t 
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1 

e 
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17 

18 
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require an ILEC to s erve areas other than they have not 

traditionally se rved . 

MR. HEASTON: Yes . And. see, this ·· what 

the problem this c a uses is where you have not 

corsi dered and have left to the FCC to determi ne how 

that's going to be modeled fr om a pro xy st~ndpoint. 

And. y~s. we are advocat ing smaller geogr a phic elements 

than the wire c enter for universal high cos t support 

but r do not have a South Dakota speci f ic look because 

this Commission decided no t to d o their o wn ear lie r 

this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyo ming and 

Nor th Da kot a where I do have that because those t wo are 

look ing a t doing their o wn, o r s ugges t i ng the i r o wn 

cost study. So I do have the s mall g rids , a s we call 

it. and I could identify that for you. l cannot 

identify anyth i ng small e r than r ight now than a wire 

center. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . 

MR. CO IT : Excuse me, ma y l comme nt br1ef . y 

20 on tn1s~ And I unde r stand that ! ' m not a par ty but l 

21 do believe it wa s my ~ndersc a nding tod ay tha t the whel e 

22 issue of disaggregated service area s f o r US West o r 

23 any other company ma y come up. But 1 would lik e to say 

2~ we certainly ha ve an interest in the i ssue. And I 

2S think that the FCC ru leo indicate that - - t he o r ders 
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l and the rules 1nd1cate that before changing an e x isting 

2 service area. that the Commissio n at the state level 

3 needs to find that it's consistent with unive rsal 

se r vice requirements. So I think it's a really 

1nvolved -- 1nvolves a lot more than the review o! 

6 a ctually looking at £TC service obl!gat1ona . You're 

7 

e 

9 

10 

' . . . 

talking about making changes in a US West service area 

thal c ul d significantly change the level of support it 

might rece1ve under a federal uni versal service fund. 

Dec1s1ons on US West serv1ce area disaggregation and 

so f o rth cou!d certainly impact ru ra l telephone 

:2 companies as wel l. And I guess going into this 

13 proceedi ng : : was our understanding that there are 

!4 cerla1n e atab 1shed incumbent LEC service areas, and we 

1S didn't understand, i gvess. t hat we -- tha t the issue 

16 1n this US West d ocket o r any of the other ones would 

!7 be with regard t o d1saggregat1ng service areas. 

l 8 r·~ not talking abou t 

- ~ d1saggregat1ng ser~ice areas . And! think you have to 

2 0 r ecogni ze the distinction that was made bet ween 

21 r.onrurals and rural companies wich respect to service 

22 area . If we wa nt to l ook at d oing anything to r ural 

2 l co~pan1es with r espec t c o d1saggregat1on. we h1 ve to 

speci fi c al l y pet1c1 o n the FCC. That's a ll I'm talking 

is about. and that's the reason why I only brought up this 
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1 i ssue with respe c t to U S West. And . t' s just my 

2 understanding the Commission doe s have t o do t he 

3 service area in orde r for US Wes t t o get y ou r 

4 un i versal service money. 

5 MP. HEASTON: Tf I could have unt il whatever 

6 d a te was suggested ear l ier on getting the a ddi t iona l 

7 affidavits in, I ' ll have a r ecommenda tion f o r you f r o m 

8 US West on that. 

9 MS. WIEST: Okay . Are there a n y o t her 

10 

11 

12 

13 

i,; 

1 5 

16 

17 

l 8 

questions o f this witness? One more q uestion, 

Mr. Lehner. Oo y o u have any observat ion to what 

Mr . Best suggested as advertisi ng requirements f or y ou : 

compan y ? 

A . I'm not su r e t hat I unde r stood e xactly what 

he was requ1r1ng . If che requireme nt i s to advertis e 

it once a year 1n the newspaper, I don't t h ink we ha ve 

a problem with that . 

MS . WIEST : And getti ng bac k to s.ngle party 

lQ service i s h ~gh cost, the onl y b a rrier 1s to prov1de 

2 0 single party service t o ~hose 5 2 customers? 

21 A. Ye s . 

22 MS . WlEST : Is it a lso U S West's position 

23 that the settlement agreement that yo u've seated is 

24 suspended concerning single par t y servjce no longer 

25 applies whe re I believe you st a ted you would have 
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2 

3 

4 

~ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

l l 

:. 2 

! 3 
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e1ngle party s e rvice to a l l customers by the year 2000? 

A. Had the 121 inveetment prog ram continued , I 

would have been out here t a l king to the etaff and to 

you about these a nywa y, bec a use as we honed d o wn to 

some to the last !ew on some of these e x c hanges. it 

became o bvi ous that this was th1e 1s fooli sh to 

spend t hat k ind o f coney with t he curren t te chno l og y . 

Just doesn't ma~e any sense . 

MS WI EST : Tha t ' s a ll I h ave . Mr . Heaston, 

you might also want to 3 ddress the question o ! whether 

the Commiss ion has the a utho rity to p r o vide any de 

~lntmus e xcep:ion t o tne • 1ngle pa rty withou t putt ing 

the time ! :ne or. .: 

· d o n't kno w that de minimus 1s 

lS the issue. b~: : ao · hin~ that you coul d put a t ime 

:s !:nP on tt and -a~e :: :enewa ble t hat we would h a ve t o 

: 7 co- e ~ n : tn . n < wnat ,he r ule woul d allo. you to d o 

~b .s require us to come in on a regularly -scheduled 

:~ oas . ~. ~aybe a r.n4a!ly. mayoe se~1 - ann u a lly. t o updat e 

~~ ln~ Comm ~ssion o ! wh e r e we are technology wise 1n t ak i ng 

2: c are o f these last S2 . ,hat wo uld be my p os1t 1on o n 

2 ~ this ls tha t tha t puts a t1~e l,m1: on a nd i t makes i t 

23 driv~n by the ·echnol~gy a n d the a!!o1da b1l1ty o ! 1t. 

MS. 1, tES7 : Okay Any other questions? 

2S CO~M: ssrONER SCHOE~ FELDER : ! n ave a question 
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1 of Mr. Lehner. And che reas o n I have a quescion is 

2 bec ause in your amended appl icacion you mighc have 

3 addressed le, however , l don•c have a copy of chat and 

4 J apologi ze. But you addressed in here and you h a ve an 

S e xhibit on y o ur original applicacion c hat r~ga rds 

6 Li f eline. Link Up . And basically what it i s it 's your 

7 tariff, or a page that looks like a cari ff page to me. 

8 Now, u S West r eally intends co comp l y wich the 

9 Commission o r de r in Lif e line, Link Up? 

10 A . 

11 

12 that. 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

A. 

Absolucely. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I need to kno w 

And that page doesn•c app ly any more . 

COMM ISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER: Th an ~ you. 

MS. WIEST: Any ocher questions? Thank you . 

COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

17 quescion. You know, y ou -- when you we re tal k ing abou~ 

18 why you shouldn't h a ve co provid e this s ingle party 

19 systems f o r these area s that you listed lik e Spea rf ish 

20 and Pierre and all the lis t tha t y ou we nt th r ough •. 

21 A . Yes . 

22 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would it •· 1t j ust 

23 s e ems weird to me that it would be tha t expensive to 

2 4 pro vide those se rvi ces i n some area s . Like Pierre and 

25 Hu r on , those are pret ty -- I mean c an you e xp lain tha t 
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l to me a l i tt le bit b ecause I f i nd that a li tt l e odd. 

2 A. The high coo t we ' re ta l k i ng abou t i n many 

3 c a s e s . not only replaci ng , we ' re talk 1ng a bou t 

4 custome r s c ha t were e ngi neered pro bably back i n the 

5 s1 xt i~s a nd s e v e n t i es to mul t i- par t y service with no 

6 1nte nt1on o f h av 1ng s i ng le party oe r v ice. So we' r e 

7 t a l k 1n~ 1n ma n y c a s e s mi l e s and m1les of d is tr ibu t ion 

8 cable. some cases si x pair. ll pa i r . mayb e e ven g reater 

So we• re t a l k ing a bou t n o w ha vi ng to repl a c e 

10 that c a ble w1th probably 50 p a ir or a hund re d pair 

11 cable. And we·re a lso c a l k1 n9 a bout many c a s es where 

12 at t he end of tha t cable we ha ve to e x tend what s ome 

13 people wJll c a ll a d r op. wh a t I c al l a pair o f w1 r e s, 

sometimes oeve r al ~~les. And 1n o rder to p rov ide 

sinole party service · well. I take that back 1n tha t 

l • Ct.l•e ~h~ drop piece o ! that will be oka y was 

: 1 .~ . n•.ng o : .! th~y nave mo re th a n o n e l : ne . But we•re 

l • :M•oe:. and we re ta!~ing 1n some c a ses about PA!R GAIN 

C syst •ms cha: are Ju s: plain full . ;·m ta. k ing about 

sysce-s that yo~ ve h•ard li ~e Anaconda cha t a r e goi ng 

22 - ~ ne~d to be r eplaced :t's ~ xpens 1ve 

COMM tSS:ONER , ELSON. gu e ss 1r my mind 1t 

I d 1d n't e xac tl y 

25 •nv!s~on exactly what yo~ were Jus t e xp l a 1n1ng t o me 
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1 because I was chinking maybe these lin•s had to be r un 

2 out miles and miles and miles and Chere's n obody out 

3 there o r s ome th i ng . But if this is i n a fairly 

~ populated area, and it doesn't seem to me chat these 

S people shoul have t o live wit h just t wo party 

6 telephone system when mos t of the world doesn't, as we 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

1'l 

15 

16 

1 7 

know it in South Oakoca , doesn·t have to d o Lha t 

because the lines are all f ill ed up. 1 mean I 'm 

l ooking for some re~son why that's acceptable. 

espec i a lly when some of those litcle compan ies are 

sa y ing that they got maybe th ree o r four people l eft 

c hat they don't have thac service for and they've made 

every effort to say , well, we wa nt a waiver but we will 

d o i t by the end of the year or whacever . 

A . 1 think chat most o f the compan ies you've 

be e n listening to up until now ·· and I o bv iously can't 

speak f o r chem. but I think yo u're tal k ing about 

1 8 engineer1ng that was d o ne proba bly 15, 2 0 years ago in 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 

25 

most of these c ompanies· c ases where they at the time 

spe nt t he mo ney t o d o that . We did no t d o tha t . We 

provided distr1but1 o n systems th~t we re literally 

d eslgn~d n o t to pro vide sing l e part y servic e . There 

are different funding mec han i sms and di fferent 

regui rem-encs thac we've had . They' v e h a d che ab1l1ty 

to spend that kind o f money and recover lt , Now, I can 



l spend $100,000 o r SlS0,000 o r 50,000, whatever it 1s, 

2 t o d o these. but somewhere that has to be recovered and 

3 1t isn't going to be re covered fro~ a customer. That 

4 customer isn't going to pay !or that. 

S CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: It seems to me this 

6 ( lies 1n the face o ! what the governor's bill s a id last 

7 year. mean here we're t a l k ing making a vailabl e high 

B technology t o everybody i n Sout h Dak ota. Basically 

9 that's what the bill saya . And we ' re talking here some 

10 peo ple that aren't even going to h ave single party 

ll telecommunication in this state . 

12 A . Comm1ss1one:-, a ll I c an eel l you is what the 

13 C08 t ir . And r ~h1n k that' s · · chink that· s, unless 

• , there's a recovery oech a n,sm, it would make no sense t o 

: s spend that kind o ! noney. And I ce rta inly wouldn't 

16 rf!commend it 

17 CHA!RMAN BURG The quest i on 1 have 1n the 

:s LE- :ndustry when we have these kind o! sicuat:ons once 

19 1n a while there's a nother p r o vider that is closer that 

lC c an do 1 Wou!d that be the case to any of t he se? 

2: Would that be a r e asonable s olu t ion ever ? 

A. Yes. : t would And, Comm:..ssioner, i f there 

23 .s any conpany 1n ~~is :-oo~ that would like to serve 

24 any o f these Sl, would be happy to negotiate. 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG: I th1nk maybe when we 're down 
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1 to S2, we ought to get a list of those names and see 1 ! 

2 we could work it out. I share what Counsel has sa i d . 

3 I'm not sure we c an make the exc epti o n . I know that 

4 u S l est'a counsel has g i ven us what I c al l a sho rt 

5 Lc rm o ne, that in other wo rds, we could give the waiver 

6 ! o r d l1 m1ted period o f t1me, but l don't kno w that's 

7 an i ndefin ite s olu tion and we probab ly oug ht to wo rk --

8 look a t wo rk ing together to meet and £ind t h~ s olutio n 

9 t o meet the FCC rul es I Lh1 nk i f we c an . Bu e s o many 

10 ·· maybe, I guess, wha t l wou ld l i ke t o request is the 

11 a ctual name and location o f those 52 f iled at s o me 

12 ti.me. 

13 not. 

I d o n't c are whe the r it's part of this docket or 

:s 

. " . 

16 thank you. 

17 

I th~nk that c • n be pro vided . 

MS. WI EST: Any othe r ques t i o ns ? If no t. 

CHA JRMAN BURG: I suppose we d o need s o me 

1 8 type o ! wa1vcr 1n o rder to g rant the m an £TC status. 

l !i 

2 0 

21 

MS. WIEST: Sorry. for wh1 ch n o w? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: For single party . 

MS. WIES T : At this time staff has a witness 

22 on this case f1rst. 

23 MS. CREMER : Staff woul d c all Harlan Best. 

HARLAN BSS T , 

25 c a lled aa a wi tness, be i n g previously sworn, 
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1 wa s exam ined and testi fied as follows : 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

3 BY MS. CREMER: 

4 Har l an , were you the analyst assigned t o 

s TCq7 163. US West's applicati o n? 

6 ;.. • Ye s 

7 And have you reviewed thaL applicati o n by OS 

8 West ? 

9 A Yes . 

10 And w~ulc you agree with Mr . Lehner when he 

•• ~•8 t t ! 1ed ea1!1~r tha t they met a. 1 the requirements o f 

· - l <; 'l C f'R S 4 c0:7 

: 3 

. .. 
:s 

: 

!7 

;.. . 

A. 

7hat t h•y h a ve met those ? 

Y.o:!8 • 

Yes. w:t:h the discussio n that we've had o n 

s.ngle par y 

P 19h· Ano at y ou r recomme ndati o n f o r 

:P adv•rr.s:ng. wo- :d t~a t be the same for US West as it 

: . 
H 

;.. Yes 

And what wo uld you r rec:ommendai:1 o n be f o r the 

co~~:ss: on :n de : in:ng a s ervice area f or us West ? 

XS CREl'.ER . , hat 's all the questi o ns I wou ld 

:s have . 



l 

2 

3 

MS. WIEST: Any questions, Ms . Wl l ka ? 

MS. WILKA: No question s . 

MS. WIEST: Commi ss 1oners? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : The question I' d ha ve is 
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s based o n that, should we not -- l mean is this -- what 

6 do l call it? la this a document that is f iled i n 

7 these hear ings? 

8 MS. CREMER : Yes . 

9 CHAIRMA N BURG: l guess I think we ought to 

lO cor rect tha t exhibit c o put no on each of those that 

11 we've made a waiver f~r on the single party be c a use I 

12 believe the ans wer is n o and we've made a waiver to 

13 satisfy thac. 

l q MS. CREMER : Okay . 

15 CHA TRM AN BURG: Since tha t's f iled . 

16 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not moved 

17 f o r a wa iver 1n tha t area, have we? 

l8 CHAIRMAN BURG : Yes, f or si x months on one 

19 o ther company . 

20 MS. W!EST: We have t wo singl e party waivers 

21 so Car . but US Wes t we haven't moved yet; right ? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: Bue i f we do and f o r any we 

23 do, since he's a witness on the stand and th is is his 

2~ d ocument, I think chat this document s hould b e 

25 corrected to re ! lecc , no, they do not meet that to 
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1 c oi ncide with the wa1 vers we've given . 

2 

3 

MS. CREMER : Okay . 

CHAIRMAt' BORG : I guess I d on't know . What 

~ d o we need t o d o to make sure tha t corre c t ion i s made? 

5 MS . WI EST : I bel i eve t here are three 

6 compan i es tha t do not at th i s time prov i de single part y 

7 s erv ic e . so a ll t hey wo u l d have t o do i s c hange that 

8 yes to n o f o r t hos e Statel i ne, Venture, and us West; 

9 right ? 

10 

11 

12 

I 3 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And t he test i mo ny o n the 

r eco rd is adequate to a ccompl i sh tha t? 

MS. WI EST : Yes . 

CHAlR~AN BURG: Okay. That· s a 1 1 r 

1 .; wo n de red . 

15 

)6 West h a ve? 

17 

18 

. " . 

MS . WIEST: 

38. 

MS. WIEST: 

So how many wi r e c en t ers d o es U S 

38. Thank you. Any othe r 

19 ques t; ons of th1s witness? 

2 0 MS. CREMER: No. 

2 : MS. ;;! ES:": Would y ou l1 ke to admit t h i s 

22 d oc ket fo r the p urposes o f t h; s d ocke t? Befo r e I o nly 

23 admitted it f o r t he ot he r d ockets . 

25 ' . . ' 
MS . CREMER: Ac t u a lly I wasn't goi ng t o move 

into t h is o n e because peop l e t e s t if i ed to it. s o I 
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l didn't really need it in mine. 

2 move it. 

But l can certainly 

3 

4 

MS. WIEST: It's up to yo u. 

MS. CREMER: We don't need it in this docket. 

S MS. WIEST: Any other questions of this 

6 witness? Thank you . Anything else from any of the 

7 parties? At this time I believe the Commission will 

8 ta ke these matters under advisement. We a r e waiting 

9 f o r some late - filed exhibits in some dockets, a nd it 

10 will be possible that perhaps the Commission will make 

11 the decisions either at a Commission meeting or a t the 

12 December 2nd hearing on some other related ETC 

13 dockets. Are there any questions from any body or any 

14 comme nto ? 

15 MR. COIT , 1 would just, for the recor d, like 

16 to formally request that the Commission designate each 

17 of the·· based upon the record, the aff i davits yet to 

18 be submitted, that the Commission designate each o f the 

19 r ural telephone companies, SOITC member companies , as 

20 ETC's and that the ir study areas be designated as t r.eir 

21 ser~ice a r ea . That's all l have. 

22 MS . WIEST: Thank you. That will close the 

23 hearing. 

24 

25 

(THE HEAR i NG CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P.M.) 
I , 



l STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES 
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4 

5 

I , t.ori J. Gr ode . RMR, Notary Pub11c, in and 

!or the St ate o f South Dakota. d o hereby c er t ify that 

6 the above hea r 1n~. pages l through 8 9, 1nclua1ve, was 

7 reco rded stenog raph:ca!ly by oe a nd reduced to 

8 typewriting . 

~ I FURTHER CERTIFY that the f o regoing 

1 0 transcript o ! the said hearing 1s a true and co rrect 

11 transcri p t o ! the s t eno graphic no t es at the time and 

;2 place spec1 !1ed hereinbe ! o re . 

13 FURTHER CER7 IFY t hat 1 am not a relat i ve o r 

., e~ployee or attorney o r counse l of any o f the par ties, 

! S no r a re!acive o r e mployee o f such attorney o r couns e l . 

!6 o r !1nanc1a lly in terested directly or 1nd1reccl y 1n 

:1 t h is action . 

: e 

. . 
I S WITr-:ESS '~HEREOF. I have he1 aunto se t my 

hand and sea l o f o !! :ce at Pierre, South Da kota, this 

: o 1st day o ~ Decembe r . l 997. 

22 
Lo ri J. Gr o de, RMR 

2.) 

25 
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TC97-084 
Cooperative Telephone Company 

Jun'.! l C. , 1997 

Kr. »~r I on Beet 
Yt xed Ut1l1t1oa D1v1s , on 
SD PUC 
500 Eaat Cop1 tol Av ~ . 
P , o rre , SD 57501-5070 

Re , F1!1n9 r equest ( o r " £TC " 

Marlo n : 

enclosed 1s my r equosL for Comm1sa1on dcs1qnatl on to become 
on £l1 91ble Tclocommun1ca t1ona Corr 1er 1£TC) fo r t he c xc hongea 
served oa shown on the op pl1cot 1on . 

Yo ur attenLion to th1a matter ia g reatly appr CClALcd . 

S.lnc orcly , 

fU~~£ . ._ .... 11 "-

Cl1nto n uanaon , Kg r , 



TC9?-084 

BEFO~~ ~~i ~~!~~c OUFT~~·J;~s D~~~~!SSl~l~EIVEO 

IN Ttn ; MA"rn:R OF THE REQUF...\,. OF JAMt::S) 
VALLE\' COOPERATIVE T EtEPHONE) 
COMPANY FOR DF.SIGNATION AS AN) 
EU GIBI.E TELECOMMUN1CA TIONS CARRIER) 

JUN I 1 1997 
SOUTH 0 AKO fA PU8l 
UTflrnes " ·•• •,11ss10~' 

REQUEST HIR ETC 
DESIGNATION 
OOCKETTC97-

Jame~ Valley Cooperative Telephone Company ("JVCrC") pur,;uant to 47 Unncd 
SU!te, ('ode Sc.coon 214(c) and 47 Code of Feder.tl Regulation, Scc11on 54.20 I hereby 
~k~ from the Public Utilities Comrni"ion r·commis_,ion") designauon t1., an "eligible 
rcl«ommunicauon, 1mcr" witlun the locill «change area, that con~lllute 1L~ scrvu:c 
area 1n South Dako1a. ln suppon of 1h15 requc,r.. ··JVCTC .. offers rhe followu~g: 

I. Pun.uam ro 47 U.S.C. Section 214 (cl II i~ the Commi~,ion·;. rcsponsrbiluy 10 
dc,~ign,ue loc:nl c~chW1gc earner~ ("LECs"J a., ··chg1ble telccommunicmion, c.irrier." 
c··ETcs··1. or in orhcr u.·ord.,, 10 dctc.nninc which LECs hu,-c n.,,umcd univcr~al service 
obligation~ consi,1cn1 with rhc federal luw nod ~hould be deemed eligible 10 receive 
federal unm:rsal .crv,cc suppon. At lea.st one cl,gihk tckcomrnunicarion, cnrrier b to 
be dcsignat.cd by the Comn11s~io11 fo• coch ,crv1ce area in the St:111:. However, in the ca.,;e 
of arc.'l.S served by .. rural rclephonc companies•·. the Commission may not dc.,ign:ite more 
than one LEC a.\ an ETC w11hou1 first findmg 1h111 ,uch add111onal dc,igmmon would be 
in rhc public mrcn:~t. Under 47 CFR s,-c,ion 54.201. 1.,cgmnmg Janunry I. 1998. only 
tclccommunie:iuons earner~ thnt have received dcs1gna11on frorn the Comn11,~1on to serve 
~ un e.ligiblc rclccommunacarion~ cumcr wnlun therr ~ ·1L'C area will be eligible ro 
rccc:1vc federal umve~al service ~uppon. 

2. ..Jvcrc· ts the fuc1liucs-bascJ exchange ~mer prc_-.c11tly puwidtog locnl 
CAchW1i;c 1clccornmunic1111011_, .crvil:e,, in the lollowing el(changc, in oorh Dak0ta: 

EXC'IJANGI: 
Andover SD 
Clarcmonr SD 
Columbia SD 
Conde SO 
Fcrncy SD 
Groton SD 
Houghton SD 
Tunon SD 

PREFIX 
2'}1\ 
294 
396 
38! 
395 
397 
885 
8'>7 

I
• IXHIIIT 

I 



'"JVCTC:."" to u, knowledge is the onl) earner today providing lncnl exchange 
1cleco1nmunica11on~ ~rviccs in the above identified exchange nrea,, 

J . "JVCTC' in accord wi1h 47 CFR Sec11on 54.101 offer.. the tollowing l()Cjll 
exchange tckcommunica11un, ,crv,cc, 10 all con,umc" throui.hout 11, ,<;cn•1cc urea: 

- Voice gmde ncce-, ro 1he pubhc ,w11chcd network: 
• Local exchange., "'rvrc:c free of per nunutc chru'gc, under n Oai rated 

local service packagc 
- Dual d1ol 1onc mulu-frcqucm:y ;ignalmg. 
• Single patty 'ICtvice; 
- Ace~ 10 emergency 'ICrviccs ~uch a., 9 11 or cnhllllccd 911 public 

:.cn·ic~; 
• Acee." io operator ...:n•1ce<: 
• AcccM to in1crcxchange ~r>·rt:c • 
• Acce.,s 10 directory as~istancc; lllld 
• Toll blocking service 10 <1uahlied low-mcomc con~umcr... 

,,.., noted above. ··1 VCTC" docs provide toll lirnltat1on scr'\>1Cc m the fonn of loll 
blocking to qualifying con!i\lmcrs, however. the additional 1oll limi1ruion service of "toll 
comror• u., defined m the new 1:cc universal ~~T\'1cc rules (47 CFR Section 54.400(3)) is 
no1 provirfed. ··JVCTC' i., no1 awatc tha1 nny local exchange cmicr in South Dakota has 
a current cnp:ibili1y 10 provide such service. TI1e FCC ga,·e no indicu1i<m prior 10 the 
rclca.<c of ib univer~al -.crvice order (f-CC 97-157) 1ha1 mll control would be 1mpo...:d a., 
llll ETC ~rv1cc requirement and. 10 our mformalion and belief. :i.o. :, rc~uh. LEC~ 
nationwide art 001 pos11ioncd to mnkc the ~rv,cc immediately avrulable. In order (or 
'"JVCTC" 10 provide the ..:rv,cc. additional USllb'C tracking and ~,orngc capabi lities will 
have to be inMalled in its local ~witching equipment At mii'\1mum. the service requires 11 

sw,1ching ~ortwarc upgrade und a1 1h1~ time .. JVCTC"' ,, mvcs1ig:1ting :ind aucmpting to 
determine whether 1he ncccs.wy i>Oftware ha, been developed :.nd when it mighl become 
available. Our ,witch 1s nn ··EWSD" Sicmcru. and even the mosl n.-cent generic doe5 1101 
have 1011 lim11ation service. Our suggc.~tion would be 10 ha\'c d.:bit cnrd :wailnb11i1y for 
1he cu.,torncr~ own control cm 1oll lln111a1ion. 

Accordingly, ··JVCTC' L( foccd with c~ccptional cin:um,1.t.11ccs conccming it, 
ability 10 make the roll control service a,•ailnblc: as ~1 fonh in the Fee·, universal service 
rul«:lt and mu~t req~t a waiver from rhe requm:rncnl 10 provide: uch ~n~cc. At 1hi., 
time. a w:uvcr for a period of one yc4l' 1s requested. Pnor to the end of the: one year 
period. ··Jvcrc· w,11 n:pon back 10 the Commb,,,on with i<pccilic infom1a1,on indicating 
when the ncccswy network upgrade.~ c:in he made and service can he made avodoble 10 
a\51,1 low ,ncomc cuMomcr... The Commh,,1on nwy properly gron1 u waiver from the 
"toll con1ror· requirement puf!.uant 10 47 CFR 54. IOlle). 

4 . .. JVCTC' ha., prevlou<ly :ind will continue 10 advcmJ>C the ava1lab1lity of it, 
local c:xchnngc ~n·ic:Q in mcd1a of gcncml di,tnbulion throughout the exch:mgc: atelb 



,;ervcd. Prior 10 1his filing. ··JVCTC' ha.~ 001 generally advcniscd 1he prices charged for 
all of 1he nbovc·idc"n1ilicd :.crviccs. h will do w going forward in (1ccord wilh :iny 
specific advcni5ing ~uindurds 1J1.11 1hc Commission m:iy develop. 

5. BliSCd on the foregoing. "JVCTC" respcc1fully rcqu~l thnt 1hc Commi.,sion: 

(u) grunt u 1cmporary waiver of the requirement 10 provide "1011 conuor' service; 
and 

(b) gruni an ETC desigmuion 10 "JVCTC' co,·cnng all of the local exchange areas 
that eonsti1utc iL~ prcscn1 service 11rc:i in the Slate. 

Da1cd 1his 16th day of June. 199i. 

fames Valley Coopernti,·c Telephone Company 

Clinton Hanson. Manager 



Cooperative Telephone Company 

(cJl$J J?71323 • ?~!, ,,,. '~ Erm • I') ~ . ,OO • C..,OIOI\ SO 57.:.1$-0260 

October 7 , 1997 RECEIVED 

01.. 1991 
Hr. Caaron Hosac k , Staff Atty ., 
SoL th Dakota Public Ut1lit1oa Comm, as,on 
State Cao1tol BuJ. l d 1n9 
500 Eas t Cap1tol Avo . 
P 1erro , SD 57501-50 70 

Ro: ETC Dock et TC97 - 084 

Hr . Hoseck, 

Tho Collow1ng &a our r esponse to your quea t, on I 1 to 
Xr . Richard Coit of SDITC 1nvolv1n9 t1!o l1no and L1n k 
up •o rv .1. cft:a . 

"Jamo& Valloy Coopo r 6t.1.vc Telcphono Co~pany LB no~ 
curr ently p r o vJ.dlng L&!el&ne and LJ.nk Up aor v1cos wtth1n 
&ts e x c hongo,: ea ve hove had no qualltyJ.i.g c us t omer s . 
Wo wll l con t,nuo to o!!o r L&fol&nc and L1-nk Up aorv1 c ca 
aa r oqu,rod by the PCC ruloa , 47CFn acct on 54 , 4 00 t o 
54.~17, ma ke tho c a t abl&ah od d 1aoount progr a m• ava&lo blo 
to its q uolitylng l ow-lncooe cuatoaora b oglnn./.ng January 
l, l 998 . l t ia o ur undcratand.l.ng t hac v hJ. Lo p r ovJ.dJ.ng 
tho l,i fol1-nc and I. ink Up aervicea J.a a requirement 
&mpoaod on &Tea pursuant t o 47CFR aection 54.405 and 
S4.41L, it ia not ac t ually a precondition wh i c h mu•t be 
met boCoro &TO a totu• c an properl y be gronted by the 
Co~~&a a , on . 47CPR •oetlon 5 4.101 which I J•t• Lho sctv ica 
obl&ga t1ons that mu•t be met boforo a c~rrl er c an reco1ve 
federa l un&veras l sorv tee •upport does not apecl f~cal l y 
re!orenco L1 fallnc and Link Up ,orvJces . • 

tlZ~~ 
Cltnton Uanaon , Mgr . 

cc , Nr . Robert A. Johnson , Pros . 

" l'XHfatT ,~ 



Cooperative Telephone Company 

,05 P 1 n ~ , • , ..!. , n• :. ,<! En, • • "' 0 btl, :i'l,/J • .,.•Ol;)n. SO 5 7 ~tJ) 

Oc LObor 7 . I 997 

Mr. Hoseck, cont . 

" Hr . Ro b e rt A. JOhnson, Proa1dont of J ames Volley 
Cooporot1ve Telephone Company , bo 1n9 first d uly s wo rn, 
stotou tha t he 1s tho Pres ident for tho r eapond , ng 
par ty , t hat h~ has road the 1n 1 t,ol ETC oppl1 cot1on a nd 
the ! o reuo 1nq staLonent , and tho same • • true t o hLe 
o wn boat knowledge , tn!or mot1on end belief.• 

~'1-<#:44 
Nr. Rober t A. Johnson , P ros . 

' /(/)- 7- 97 
dated 

STATE OF SOUTH DAXOTA) 
COUNTY 0 ~ BROIIW ) 

On thla 1 ~ doy of October 1997 , bef~re me 
poraono lly appeared Robe%t ~. J Obnson, inovn t o me t o 
be tho poraon doscrlbod heroin and who executed the 
v ith1n 1natruaent and aeknovledged to•• that he hos 
c • ocutod tho s ame . 

n o tary Put-b e 

Hy coom1sa1 on cxp1ro• 3. · J 2.0()..5 

(SEAL ) 



-rt::, 9 ?'-C.17 4' 
Cooperolive Telephone Compa ny 

occembcr lo , 1997 

Ad::iin,striitor 
Un&7Lrsal Service Adm1n1otrat17e Company 
100 south Jcrrerson Road 
Whippany , NJ 07981 

I 1.CEtVED 
DEC I 

Ro, Filing of Janes Valley Coopera~1ve Telephone Co mpany ' s 
LJ!ol1ne and Link Up Plan 

Enclosed 1s the oc 191nal of our L1!el1ne and La nk Up Pl~n 
olonq v 1th "!xh1b1t A" as desa~natod by USAC and PCC rulos 
appl1cable to ouch services . 

Please review this as our requlrcmcnt ~hat !TC ' s must oeet 
in order t o qualL!y tor !odo r al un~v•rsoL ~orv~c• svppor ~ 
bog1nn1n9 January 1 , 1998 . 

S1.ncc rely, 

Cllnton Haoson , " gr . 

cc, She r yl Todd , PCC 
sec re tn ry , PCC 
Blll Bul lard, SOPUC 
Rich Coit , SDITC 



-rt::, 9 ?'-C.17 4' 
Cooperolive Telephone Compa ny 

occembcr lo , 1997 

Ad::iin,striitor 
Un&7Lrsal Service Adm1n1otrat17e Company 
100 south Jcrrerson Road 
Whippany , NJ 07981 

I 1.CEtVED 
DEC I 

Ro, Filing of Janes Valley Coopera~1ve Telephone Co mpany ' s 
LJ!ol1ne and Link Up Plan 

Enclosed 1s the oc 191nal of our L1!el1ne and La nk Up Pl~n 
olonq v 1th "!xh1b1t A" as desa~natod by USAC and PCC rulos 
appl1cable to ouch services . 

Please review this as our requlrcmcnt ~hat !TC ' s must oeet 
in order t o qualL!y tor !odo r al un~v•rsoL ~orv~c• svppor ~ 
bog1nn1n9 January 1 , 1998 . 

S1.ncc rely, 

Cllnton Haoson , " gr . 

cc, She r yl Todd , PCC 
sec re tn ry , PCC 
Blll Bul lard, SOPUC 
Rich Coit , SDITC 



LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN 
OF }-\MES VAU.EY COOPERATI VE TF:LEPHONE COMP,\ NY 

The Jam,.1 Valle,• Crmpaatn·e Trltplwnr CumJHlm \uhmit~ tlu< pl.in pu"uant to J7 CFR 
§ 5-l ~l(dJ Jamer Val/ti· CtHJpcr111t1•c Tdrplwrrc Cam1nm,· tu_, bt.~1 de~1i;natccJ ,1,, JJ1 dig1blc 
tclecummunicnuons c:trricr by tli.: Suuth DJkota Pubhc U11l1tte", Comm1s,M111 l"SDPUC') and. as 
such. mu\t m:1kc Lifeline and Lmk t.:p 'lef\ ,a: .ivtul.tblc 10 4ualifymg low,mcom: coru.umcrs as 
set fonh in the CommM1on ·~ f11wl Or1/u urrJ Derm11n, .Vm,c( c>/ L,11r\' of Decwon dated 
November 18. l'.197. 1Sl>uc:d m Docket TC97-150 (In 1hc M.ut,;r of 11:Lln1es11g~t1911 inco the 
L1fchnc and L,mk Up l'togr:illll,i), which •~ .111achcd ns Exlubn A. and con.,1~cn1 wnh the c:mcria 
csl:lbhi.hcd under -17 CFR H S-1.400 IQ 5-l -11 7. mclu~i\'c. 

A. General 

Tho: L1fohnc .1ncJ LmJ.. Up programs ;1.,siM qualified Jow-inco,nc consumers by 
providing for reduced monthly chargC-' and reduced connecuon d1J1gc.\ for looil 
telephone sen 1cc. The ..i,slSlaoce 3pplie~ 10 .1 • mgle telephone hnc :u a qunlified 
con,un1er·~ pnnc1pal plxc of rcsiden.:c. 

2. A qualified low-income consumer 1< a telephone \Ubscnbcr who pamc1pa1es ,n :u least 
onc of !he following public ~1st~ncc progr.uns . 

.1. Mcdic:ud 
b. FooJ S1.u'l1J)> 
c Supplemental Sccuru y Income (SSI) 
J. r~crJI Public Housing Assiscancc 
c. Low-Jr,.cume Uome Energy Assi5t,111cc Progr.un (Ll fEAP) 

J. ,\ qualified Juw•irtel)ffle con.<unlef 1< eligible to rccci"o: eichcr or boch Lilclinc .ind 
Link Up a5Slstancc. 

4 , Jami's Vol/q Ct)(}p,rc1111·t Tdtphont Compan\• will .idvcnisc the availability of 
L1fclmc and Lmk Up ..crvlccs and the charge., therefore U)1ng media of general 
dl5lribution :ind in :iccord with any rule:$ ch:U m:iy be llcvclopcd by the SOPUC for 
Jpphc-.1tion 10 chg1blc tdecommumc:itions earners 

5 In ..iddiuon. J/lJnU Vo/It,\ Coo;urnriH: Ttltphont Company. :i.~ required b~ the Final 
Ordtr and Dtcwnn· Noller of Entry of Der:mon o f lhc SDPt;C (Exh,b11 A). " 111 ind1c:i1c 
m it's annual rcpon 10 che SOPUC the number of ,ubscnbcr< w11lun 11', service J.rC.l 
rece iving L1fclmc: and/or Lull, Up asu<IJ11cc. In .wdiuon. th~, mformauon will be 
provided co the Uni,c:r..al Ser\ 1cc ,\ J1run~~1r:111vc Company c "US/\C."') 

6. lnfonroi,on a, to tl1e number of cc,nsumc:" 11uahfymg for L,(dinc .1ndlor Link t:p 
.1.<~1\lancc c:mnot cum:ntly be prov1dcJ by J11.meJ Valle, Coopuat1\·t Tdl'pho11t 
C11mpam· bcc-JU>C 11 ha~ no .11:c~) to tho: go,'Cmmcm mformauon ncccs'i:lry to ddemune 
how many ot II< 1clcphonc , ub..cnbcr< arc ~1c1p.,tmg in chc .1tx,,., rclercnccd puhhc 



a.ubtancc program;. Without thi, mform.u oon. Jomts Va/It, C,,oMratllt Ttltplront 
Companv c3nno1 pmvtd.:. ru thb lime. e,c:n a rcru.onnblc e:.11m:11c of the number of 1t3 
,ubscrabcri. who. Jltcr January I. 1998. wall be n:cc11 mg l.tkhnc Jnd/or I.ml. l 'p 1orn' 1.:.: 

lnfo rm:u wn ti., to the numhcr of 1t\ lo" ·1ocnmc: \Ubscnbcr,; quali fying for Ludmc Jnd/Or 
I.ink Up car: b.: provided .1ftcr apphC."allOn, lor L1fchnc: am.I Lml. l:1> .1,.\,1\tJmce h.l, c been 
rccci,cd b) Jumu 1'1111<'\' Ct1Q/ltrat11r Ttlrph1111( C4Jmpa11, 

7 In JCCurd \\1th the SDPUC'\ Fm11/ OrJu 1111d /Jt',·w1111 • • Vouu 11/ tnm of 0<'<1S1Un. 
J11m.-1 Vt1/lt, Ca11ptrm11 c Ttleplumt C"mpom• wall m:,kc .1pphc.111on forms .1,:i,lllblc to 
all 01 iu cxl'lt mg ro1dcnt1.1I c11>ton1et\. tn JII new cu~tOmcr$ "'hen they .tpply for 
re\1d.:1.u.1l local tclc:phonc: ..ef\•1cc. and to Other pcNlM or cnlltte, upon their ~u~. 

8. Liftline 

I utchnc \Ct\ 1ee mean, .1 retail kx:.11 .ct\ 1cc: otfonng for wluch 4u.1hfic-l low-1ncmnc 
co~urncrs pa) reduced charge, 

2 L1fchnc SCI\ 1cc include\ ,oice gr.1Jc -=~~ to the public \Witched n,:t\\Ork , loc3l 
usngc. duJI ionc mult1-lrcqucn..:y ~,goaling or 11s run..llon:LI cqu1v;slcnt. smglc-p;sny 
,;crv1cc or ll.\ functional cquw.1lcnt. acccs\ to emergency -.ervicc>. :scccss to opcr.uor 
services. access to mtc:rc:xch.tng.: .en 1cc. ac.:c$~ to ducctory .iss1Stancc, and toll 
hrn11a1 ,on. 

3. Qualified low.income: wbscnbcr\ :in: rcquarcd to subnlll an apph~tlOn form m order 
10 rccc1vc L1fehnc , erv1.:c. In .ipplymg for L1fclmc: .l!>SIStancc. he ~ub,cnbcr must cemfy 
Wider pcn:1l1y of pcrJury Lh:u they .uc , um:ntly pmic1pru1ng tft J1 le3.St one of the 
quahfymg public ~,~1>tJJ1Cc programs 11-.ccd an Section ,\.2. Jbo\c: In addition. the 
iUbscnbcr muSI agree co ooufy Jama Vall~.\' Ct)t)perallvt! Tdtphont Compan, when 
they ccasc pat11c1paimi; 111 the qualifying publu: :ISSllotWlcc: program(sJ 

.i. The 101:1.I monthly L1fchnc credit :iviulablc to 4u:ilificd con.~umc:rs I.\ SS 25 Joma 
Valley C,10pera11v, Tdtphon, Compunv sh:ill provide the credit to qualified consumers 
by applying the fc:dcr:il baseline ,uppon .1rnount of SJ.50 to waive the coruumc::r's federal 
End-User Common Linc c twgc ,md applymg the Jddition.al uuthon,ed federal suppon 
amount ofS l.7S 3S a credit to the consum:t's 1n1rastotc local sc:rvrcc rate Tu fcdc:r:ll 
lxuehnc: suppon :imount and addiuonal ,uppurt av;11loblc. touting SS.25. ,hnll reduce 
Jumtr Vu/I~ C1H1perorn, TdtphtJU Cmnpnm•'r !Qwest lllllflcd (or ,>thcrwl5C gcnc:r.iU} 
ava,Libl.:1 rcs1Jcntwl r.llc for the '!Cf\lCe> h\lcd .100,c m Section B 3 Per the amichcd 
SDPVC Final Drda ,mJ DrclSlon: .Votu;e of £nm• OJ O.-crmm. the SDPUC hJ.s 
authon1.:J mtrastJlc rJlc rc:duct,oru; for ,:hg1bk: telcc,ommun1c:mons =icr, m.ik1ng the: 
J<ld111011al federal ,uppan Jmuunt ni SI 7S .1v.11l,11Jlc The SOPL;C did not e'1:tbl~h .1 

) !,lie L11<hnc proparn II> fund .tn) lunhc:r r.11c reduc110"' I F,.l11b1t ,\, FinJin[t~ 01 Fact 
VII .ind VIII. and Cooclu,1,,n, of l...tw 11.iml 1111 

: 



S. James V(ll/ty C0<1pua111•t Ttltphont' Company will not disconnc:ct subscribers from 
their Lifeline service for non-payment of toll charges unlcs~ the SD PUC. pursuant to J7 
CFR § S-1.JOl(b){ I), hM grJntcd 1hc company a waiver from rhe non-disconnect 
rc:qu1rcmcm. 

fi. E~ccpt 10 the c:~11:m 1ha1 J11111es V11ll0· Cuopemlll'e Tdtphont C11mpan1 h:l) obclltllCd 
.1 wu1vcr from 1he SOPUC pursuant tu J7 CFl< § S-1. lQl(ct. thc t Jmpany ~hall o ffer toll 
lim1tJ11on to all qualifying low-1ncom,: coru.umcr~ when they ,ubscribc 10 Llfolme 
'\Crvtce If the su~cnbcr elccb to !CCCl\'C 101l lum1.i11on. 1ha1 service: shall become part of 
1ha1 sulxcriber'~ Ltfchne service. 

1. J11meJ V11/le,• Cnnpumnt Ttl~phont C11mpam• will not collect ;1 scrHcc dcposu m 
order 10 mi11mc L1fchne scn·1cc if thl: qujlifying low-inco~ con~ultk'r volum,ar1ly c:ln:u 
toll blocking on 1hcir tckphonc line. Howc,cr. one month'~ toe.ii sen ,1cc chJrg,:,~ may be 
required .i,,. m advan. payment. 

C. Link Up 

I . Lmk Up me.ins· 

(a) A rcducuon in the custorrory ch.irgc for comrnencmg tclccommumcatlons 
service for a single 1cfccommuru.-at io11> connccuon at 11 consum:r's principal 
place of residence. Tiic rcdu~trons shall be 50 ~rccnt of lhc custorrory ch:lrgc: or 
S30.00. whichever is less: and 

(b) A deferred -.chcdulc for payment of the ch:irgC5 assessed for C:OIMICncing 
service. for wh.1ch tlic c:oruurncr doc., not pay interest. The inlctcSt charges not 
assessed to lhe consumer slull be for connection charges o f up to S200.00 thal arc: 
deferred 10 a pcnod not 10 c:1cc:cd one ) CM. 

2. Ch."Ugc.< :wcs'ICd for commencing ...:r"\tc:c include any ch.ttgC!. 1hat an: c~omarily 
.u.~sscd for connecting subscribers 10 1hc network. These charges do ooc include any 
pcrmiss1b!c )CCUnty dc:pos11 requircmcnt5. 

3 The L111J.: Up program shilll :illow a con.,umer to rcc:c:ivc: the benefit of the Link Up 
pmgr.im for a second o.- <ub;<cquem ume only for .1 pnnc1pal place of rcside11<:c with a.11 
:iclJ~ dilfc:rc:nt from the rc:Mdc:ncc: addr= (II which the Lmk Up asstStnnce was 
provided prcv10u51y 

Jam~r Va/In C1l(}pt'T<llll't Ttltplrou l'o mparn· 
,\ddn:S< . 35 £ la t Avt1 ., t; r oton , .30 ',7 t.4 5-0.U,O 
Telephone II r..os-J•n - ~ nJ 

; / 

B ':t., ''~/.. ... . .. ), _ _ =...;;::~ :.-:. ___ • .;.•;..;.._· _,.....:c•..::.· ------ - - -~~:.:,11:.;n.:..:.ie.:"""""'-· • ._• ----
C l,ntor. ll~nsor. PO$Uton 



f.XIIIB lt ",>.'' 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE ST ATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS l 

I 

FINAL ORDER ANO 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

Al its August 18 1997 regufar1y sdleduled meeung. the Pubhc U11h11es Commission 
(Commission) voted 10 open a docl(e1 concerning the Federal ~ommunrcauons 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding !he lifeline and 
link Up programs. In 1Ls Repon and Order. the FCC deoded that II would provide for 
add1Uooal federal support 1n the amount of S1 75. above the cunent S3 SO IP.vet However, 
1n order for a s1a1e·s lifeline consumers 10 receive the adi:lruonal s, 75 in federal suppon 
the stale comm1sS100 musi approve that reducuon •n tne oor11on of the intrastate rate paid 
by tJ'\C end user 47 C F R § 54 403(a) Acid111ona1 federal support may also be received 
1n an amount equal to one-half of any supµort generated from the 1ntras1ate !UflSd1ct1on, 
up to a maximum cf S7 00 1n federal support 47 C FR § 54 403(a). A state comm1ss1on 
must file or require the earner to file infoml3t1on with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstraung that the earner's l1fehr 1 plan meets the a,tena set 
forth 1n 47 C F R § 54 401 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Comm1ss1on allowed 1nteres1eo persons and 
enutles to submit wnnen comments concerning how the Comrruss1on should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs In iheir wntten comments. interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questions 

Whether the Comm1ss1on should approve intrastate rate reducuons to allow 
consumers eligible for Lifeline suppon to receive 1he additional S 1 75 1n federal support? 

2 Whether the Com1mss1on should set up a state Lifeline Program 10 fund further 
reductions 1n 1he intraS1a1e ra1e paid by lhe end user? 

3 Whether the Comm1ss1on should modify the eXJst1n9 L1fehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 " hall the Comm1ss1on file or require the earner to file ,nformauon w11h the 
administrator or lhe federal universal service fund demonstrating that the camel's Lifeline 
plan meets the c111ena se1 forth 1n 47 C F R § 54 ,:Q1{d)? 

By order dated October 16, 1997 the Comm1ss1on se1 pvbhc hearings 10 receive 
public comment on 1he quesuons hsted above The heanngs wera held at the following 
11mes and places 

MPIQC!TY Monday, October 27 1997. 1 00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior C111zens 
Cenier, 2000 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SO 



e1ERRE· 

SIOUX FALLS: 

Tuesday, October 28. 1997, 1 30 p.m State l.ap1tol Bu1ld1ng, Room 
412. 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre, SD 

Weonesday, October 29, 1997, 9.00 am. Centec for Active 
Generations. 2300 West 46th. Sioux Falls, SD 

Al ,ts November 7, 1997. meeting, the Comm1ss1on ruled as follows On the first 
issue. the Comm1ss1on atJthorized intrastate rate reductions to allow ehg1ble consumers 
to receive the additional .i1.75 in federal support. With respect to the second issue. the 
Commission decided lo not set up a state Lifefine program to fund further reductions at this 
11me. On the third issue, the Comm1ss1on eliminated the eXJsttng TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and earners that have purchase9 U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
S3 50 reduction of local rates to tow income rustomers age 60 and over The Commlssion 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Comrmss,on ordered that staff, in consultation with the earners, develop a standard fem 
for self~rt1f1ca11on. that these forms he sent 10 all of their customers pnor 10 January 1, 
1998, and thereafter. to all new customers; and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or enuty upon request On the fourth issue, the Comm1ss1on ruled that the 
earner be reqwed to file With the FCC the ll'lfonnauon demonstrating that the camel's plan 
meets the apphcable FCC critena and that the earner send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on !'urther, that the earners include ,n their annual report to the Comm1ss1on 
the number of subscnbers who receive Lifehn.e and Link Up support 

Bosed on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs, the Comm1ss1on makes the following F1nd1ngs of Fact and Condus1ons of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state L!fehne program 1s referred to as the Te'ephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Lank Up program 1s referred to as the Lmk Up Amenca program 
The Comm1ss1on implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
11s Oec1s1on and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued 1n Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
or the lovesugauon into Jrnolemen1at1QQ 01 a I e1eohone Assistance Plan [or south Dakota 
Customers Exh1bn 1 at page 1 Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up Amenca programs Jg at pages 1-2 

II 

The amcum of TAP asststance ,s S7 00. S3 50 of wn,cn is federally funded with the 
remaining S3 50 funded by tne local 1elecommurncauons earner ld at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was ong1nally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program U S WEST 
suosequently gave up that nghl tn Docket F-3647-8. In the Matter of the eu.ol!.<: Uuh11es 
Comm1ss1on 1nvesugauoo mto JhP. Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on South Dakota 
Utthtles Exh1'11t 5 In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of lhe household 

l 



must be 60 years of age 0< older and paruopate Ill either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exh1b1t 1 at page 2 

111 

The unk Up Amenca program pro11des assistance m an amo•;nt equal to one-half 
of the quahfy1ng subscnber's telephone service connection chargr,s up to a maximum of 
S30 00 J.g at page 3 In order to receive Link Up assistance . a customer must be 
rece1v1ng e1!her food stamps or low-income energy assistance, m,.tst not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months. and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency critena does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older) J.Q The L.nk Up program 1s funded enurely out of federal funds J.g 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Llfehne and Lmk Up programs 1n CC Docket No 96-
45, lo the Matter of federal-State Joint Board oa universal Secv1ce. adopted May 7. 1997 
Beg1nn1ng January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline L1fehne suppon will 
be SJ.SO per quahfy1ng low-income consumer with an add1110MI S1 75 1n federa l suppon 
1f the state commission approves a corresponding redue11on 11. intrastate local rates. 47 
C F R. § 54 403(a). Ad<f1t1onal fe<!eral Lifeline suppon 1n an amount equal lo one-half the 
amount of any state Lrfehne suppon (not to exceed S7 00) 1s also available. lg. 

V 

The FCC funher found that the lederal supper, for Link Up wtll conunue to be a 
reducuon ,n the tetecommumcahons earner's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the earner's customer connection charge or S30.00, whichever ,s less. 47 C.F R § 
S4 413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. if there 1s no state Lrfehne or Link Up program, a 
consumer is eligible for suppon 1f the consumer panlcipates 1n one of the following 
programs: Mechca1d, food stamps; Supplemental Security Income. federal public housing 
assistance: or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C F .R. §§ 54 409(b) 
and 54 415(b) In addi tion. 1f there 1s no state Ltfehne or Link Up program. a customer 
must cenrfy under penalty of pe!]ury that the customer ,s rece1v1ng benefits from one of the 
programs hst"<l above and agrees to notJfy the earner 1f the customer ceases to paniopate 
1n such program or programs. IQ 

VII 

The first 155ue 1s whether the Comrrussion should approve intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers e1tg1ole for L1fehne suppon 10 receive the addmonal $1 75 1n feoeral 
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support The Coovn,ssion finds lhat 11 shall authonze intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommun,catlons companies providing local exchange se 'Vice to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the add1honal Sl 75111 federal support. T1 us the total amount of 
federal support as S5 25 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue 1s 'Mlether the Comm1ss1on shook::I set up a state Lrfehne program 
to fund further reductions 111 the 1ntraslate rate paid by the end user The Commission 
finds ,t will not set up a state Lrfehne program to fund further reductions at t.'ias tJme 

IX 

The third issue ,s whether to modify or eliminate the ex1sung Lrfehne program or 
Link Up program. With respect to the eXlst1ng Lrfehne program. the Commission finds that 
it shall eliminate the 8XISIJng TAP program lhat requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fUld a S3 50 reduction or local rates to loN income 
customers ago 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the Soulh Dakota Ufehne 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules ~ 47 U S.C §§ 54 400 to 54 41 7 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not 1nst11uting further state funded reductions ,s 
that the FCC ehg1bihty requirements and self-<:ertlficauon requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs In add1t1on, the Commission orders that the 
Comm,ss,on staff, 111 constiltation with the earners, develop a standard form f0< self­
cert1ficauon The carriers sh:>11 :.end these fC>m\S to each custtimer pnor to January 1, 
1998 The earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers Finally, the 
camers shall make the forms available to any person °' entity upon request 

X 

The f<X.rth issue 1s whether the Commission should file, or 1n the alternative, requite 
the earner to file lllformation With the fund adm1rustra1or ~ 47 C F R § 54.401(d) The 
Cornm1SS1on finds the carriers shall be required to file that 1nformetion demonstrating lhat 
the came(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the c;am,y send an 1nformat1ona1 
copy to the Comm,sSIOfl The earners shall also be required to include 111 lhetr annual 
report to the Comrmss1on the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Cormussion has JUflsd1d1on over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapter 49-31 
speofically 49-31-11 , 49-31-3, 49-31-7 49-31 -7 1 49.31.11 49-31-t21, 49-31-122and 
124 and47CFR §§54400to54417 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C F,R. § 54.4-03(a). the Commission authorizes Intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible telecommun1cat1ons companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional S1 .75 in federal suppon. 

Ill 

The Commission declines t.o institute a stale Lifeline program to fund runher 
reductions at this ume. The eXJsting South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, 1n consultation with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard form for self-<:eniftcation. The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1. 1998. The earners shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

IV 

Pur&uant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d). the Commission finds the camers shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the earner's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the carrier send an 1nformat1onal copy to the Commission The carriers 
shall also be required to include 1n their annual report to the Comm1ss100 the number of 
subscribers who recerve Lifeline and Link Up support. 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED, that the Commission authonzes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies prov1d1ng local exchange seCV1ce to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional Sl .75 in federal support, and it is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comrniss1on will not set up a slate Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions at this time: and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comm1ss1on shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program, that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Comm1$S1on staff, 1n consulta11on w,th the earners. develop a standard form tor self­
certit,cauon; that the earners shall send these terms to all or their customers prior to 
January 1. 1998; that the earners shall also send a form lo each of their new customers. 
and that the earners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request; and 
ti IS 

s 



FURTHER CROEREO, that the earner shall file with the FCC the Information 
demonstrating that the camel's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the earner 
send an 1nformattonaJ copy to the Commission The earners snail a1so include In their 
amual report 10 the Commlssron the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and I.Jnk 
Up support 

Dated at Pierre. South Dakota, this If d day of November, 1997 

CERTtFICATE Of SERVICE 

TM ~ !Wft01 CM.1' .. NC 1M _t,o,,,...., _ _,._. .. _., 
,...,...lnu..-. .. - ... .,,.-........ 
bl. tit ,.,..,.. ., by l'nl -· mal, .. ~ -~?"7.~:--9"-~-
9y .~ (./«~ 
~.. 11/1,j9z 

(()ff lCIAl SEAi. 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY JAMES ) 
VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER ANO NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-084 

On June 17, 1997, the Public Utohttes Comm,ss,on (Commission) received a request for 
designation as an eligible telecommunication.s earner (ETC) from James Valley Cooperatrve 
Telephone Company (JVCTC) JVCTC requested designation as an eligible telecommumc.111ons 
camer within the local exchange areas that const,tute ,ts seMce area 

The CommisSIOn electronically transmitted notice of the fifing and the mtervent,on deadline 
to interested indlvllluals and ent1toes. No person or en1,1y filed to intervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Commission set the heanng for this matter for 1 30 pm on November 19. 
1997, in Room 4 12, State capnot. Pierre. South Dakota 

The heanng v..n held as scheduled At the heanng, the Commission granted JVCTC a one 
year waiver of the reqwement to proVlde t04l control service within ,is service area At its December 
11, 1997. meeting, the Commission g.ranted ETC designation to JVCTC and designated ,ts study 
area as ,ts ser.m::e area 

Based on the eVideoce of record, the Comm,ss,on enters the foHO\Mng Ftrlllings of Faet and 
Conelusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 17, 1997, the Commission re<A11ved a request for designation as an ETC from 
JVCTC. JVCTC requested designation as an ETC within the local eJCchange areas that const,1u1e 
rts serv,ce area JVCTC se,ves the following exchanges Andover (298). Claremont (294), Columb.a 
(396). Conde (382). Femey (395). Groton (397), Houghton (885), ano Tunon (897) Exhibit 1 

II 

Pursu.int to 47 USC § 214(e)(2). the Comm1S510n ,s required to designate a common 
earner that meets the reqwements o f section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a seMce area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuan110 47 USC § 2 14(e){1), a common earner that 1s designated as an ETC ts eltg,ble 
to ,-UMll!fSil< setvlCe suppon and shal. throughout ,ts senttce area. offer the services that are 
supponed by federal universal service suppol'1 mechanisms either us,ng ,ts own faolrties or a 
comb1natoon of its cwn laoltbes and resale of another came(s sel'VtC!ls The earner must also 
adven,se the avadabdtly of such services and the rates for the services usmg med,.i of general 
distnbubon 



IV 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designated lhe following service-S or 
fundiooalilles as those suppo11ed by fedefal univenal service support mechanisms· (1) voice grade 
acous to the publlc switcned netwoltl: (2) local usage, (3) dua.1 tone multMrequency signaling or its 
fund1ona1 equal; (4) single party service or its functional equivalent; (5) access to emergency 
services-. (6) acceu 10 operator services: (7} access to ,nterexchange service: (8) a.:cess to 
directory asslstance; and (9) toll limltatlon for qualifying low-income consumers 47 C.F.R. § 
54 101(a) 

V 

As par, of rts obflgations as an ETC, an ETC ,s required to make available Lifeline and Link 
Up servlce-S to qualifying low-income consumers. 47 C,F.R. § 54.405; 47 C.F R § 54.411. 

VI 

JVCTC orrers voice grade access to the public SW!tched netwolit to all consumers :hroughout 
,ts service area. Elch1bit 1. 

VII 

JVCTC offers local exchange service including an amount of local usage free of per minute 
charges to au consumers throughout its service area (d. 

VIII 

JVCTC offers dual tone multi-frequency signaling lo all consumers throughout its service 
area. (d. 

_ia, 

IX 

JVCTC offer!\ single par1y service to all consumers throughout ,ts service area, llj. 

X 

JVCTC offers access 10 emergency services to all consumers lhrougl!out ,ts service area. 

XI 

JVCTC offers access to operator services 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area. ISi, 

XII 

JVCTC offers access to 111terexchange .sef'VICes to all consumers throughout its service area. 

Xiii 

JVCTC offers access to diredory assistance to all consumers throughout 11s service area. 
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XIV 

One of the seMCeS required lo be provided by an ETC lo qualrlying low-income consumers 
Is toll llmllatioo 47 C.F R. § S4 101(a)(9) Toll hm,tatlon consists or both toU bloclung and toll 
control 47 C.F R. § S4.400(d) Toll control is a ser,,ce that aUows consumers to speedy a certajn 
amount of loll usage that maybe incurred pef month orperbllhng cycle. 47 C F.R § 54 400(c) . Toll 
blodung is a 5efvice that lets consumers elect n<>t to allow the complehon of outgoing toll calls. 47 
C FR § S4.400(b) 

xv 
JVCTC offers toll blodong to all consumers throughout ,ts service area, Exh1btt 1. 

XVI 

JVCTC doos not currently orrer ton control Ill In order for JVCTC 10 provide !oil control. 
add111onal usage tradllng and storage capabll~ies win have to be Installed ,n ,ts local switching 
equipment JVCTC Is attemplll"lg to determine wtlether the nece.ssary software has been developed 
and when rt might become available I.II 

XVII 

JVCTC Slated that it is faced wtlh except10nal an:umstances concerning ,ts ability to mak.e 
toa control service available and requested a one year waiver lrom the requirement io provide such 
se,v,ce. lll Prio< to the end of the one year penod, JVCTC w,11 epon baclt to the Commission with 
specific ,nfcmnation lnd,catlng when the netwolk upgrades can be made ,n order to provide tort 
control. !lj. 

XVIII 

Wrth respec:1 to the obligat/on to advertise the ava,labtlity ol services supported by the federal 
universal serviee suppon meCl!anlsm and the charges lor those s~:vlces using media of general 
dlstnbut1on, JVCTC stated that i t adveroses lhe a•,adabtltty of its local exchange services ,n med,a 
of general distnbution throughout its service area. However. JVCTC has not generally advertised 
the pnces for these services Ill. JVCTC stated ,ts intention to comply wtlh any advettising 
starldanfs developed by the Commlsstoo. Ill 

XIX 

JVCTC doos not currently olfer Lifeline and Link Up service d iscounts In its exchanges 
Exhibit 2. JVCTC wtll offer the U fefine and Link Up service discounts ,n all of ,ts service area 
beginning January 1, 1998, ,n accordance with 47 C.F.R §§ 54.400 to 54 417, inchlslve, and any 
Commission imposed requirements. Exhrb,t 2 

xx 

T he Commission finds that JVCTC cunently provides and Will continue to provide lho 
followvlg services or fundlooal1ties ihroughout ii$ serv,ce area· (1) voice grade access to the public 
switched netw(lri(, (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multt-frequency slgnahng. (4) single-party service. 
(S) access to emergency services, (6) access to operator services; (7) access to mterexchange 
service, (8) access to dtreelory asStStance, and (9) tol blockng for qual,fying low-Income consumers. 

J 



XXI 

The Commission finds that pu rsuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) ,twill grant JVCTC a waiver 
of lhe reqUllllment to offer loll control services until December 31, 1998 The Commission llnds th at 
exceptJonal cin::umstances prevent JVCTC from prov1d1ng toll control at ihos ume due to the difficulty 
1n obtaining the necessary sottware upgrades to provide the service. 

XXII 

The Comm,ss1on finds that JVCTC intends to provide ufehne and Linlo. Up programs to 
quahly,ng customers throughout ,ts service area consiS1en1 with state and federal rules and 0/'ders 

XXIII 

The Comm,sSIOO finds that JVCTC shall adven,se the avallab,hty o f the seMces supponed 
by the federal unillersal service support mechanism and the charges therefor throug!lout ,ts serv,ce 
a.rea using med,a of general distnbuhon once each year The Comm1ss1on funher finds that 1f the 
rate for any of the serv,ces supported by the federal universal service suppon mechan,sm changes, 
the new rate must be advertised us;ng med,a of general distribution, 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214{e)(5). the Comm1ss,on designates JVCTC's current study area 
as ,ts service area . 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Tne comm1Sslon nas 1unso1c11on over tn,s mauer pursuam 10 SOCL Chap1ers 1· 211, 49-31. 
and 47 U.S C. § 214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C § 214(e)(2). the Commission ,s required to designate a common 
earner that meets the requirements of sect,on 2 t4(e)( 1) as an ETC for a serv,ce area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 USC § 214(e)(1). a common camer that 1s des,gnale<I as an ETC 1s ehg1bte 
to receive umversat serv,ce ,wppon and Shall. throughout its serv,ce area, offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal serv,ce suppon mechanisms either using ,ts own faahues or a 
combination of ,ts own faoh11es and resale of another carrie(s serv,ces The earner must also 
advertise the avrulab1hty o f such services and the rates for the se1V1ces using med,a of general 
dosmbuUon 

IV 

The FCC has designated the follow,ng services or funct1onaht1es as those supponed by 
federal universal serv,ce support mechanisms (1) voiee grade access 10 lhe pubhc SW1tched 
network, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mult,,lrequency signaling or 11S funet,onal equal, (4) single 
party serv;c;e or ,t s funcuonal equ,vatent. (5) access to emerg4ncy servoces, (6) access to operator 



services. (7) access to intercxc.hange sennce, (8) access to d1rectoty ass,stance. and (9) toll 
hmnauon fo, quabfymg fow,,ncome consumers 47 CF R § 54 101(a) 

V 

As pan of rts obl,ga11ons as an ETC. an ETC ,s required to make ava1table Lifeline and Link 
Up sennces to quahfy,ng low-,rn;ome consumers 47 CF R § 54 405, 47 CF R § 54 4 11 

VI 

JVCTC mis met the re<iurrements of 47 CF R § 5A IOl (a) with the exceptJon of the ab<hty 
to offer toll cool/ol Pursuam to 4 7 C F R § 54 101 (c). ine Commission condudes that JVCTC has 
demonsualed excepbonal o,cumstances that JIJSttfy ;iranung 11 a waiver of the ,equlrement to offer 
toll cont,ol until December 31, 1998 

VII 

JVCTC shall provide Llfehne aoo Link Up programs to quahlylr. customers throughout ,ts 
serp ce area cons,stent with state and federal rules and oroers 

VIII 

JVCTC shaU advert,se the ava1lab<hty of the services supported by the federal un,versal 
service support mechanism and the cnarges therefor usmg medra of general d1stnbub0n once each 
~ar If the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal service support 
mechanism changes. lhe new rate shall be advert,se<I using med,a of general d1stnbub0n 

IX 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 214(e)(5), the Comm,ss,on des,gnates JVCTC's current study area 
as ,ts servlee area 

area 

X 

The Comtr.ssi<>n de.s,gnales JVCTC as an eligJbte 1e1ecommun1cauons earner for ,ts service 

11 ,s therefore 

ORDEREI), that JVCTC's ament study area ,s designated as ,1s service area. and it Is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that JVCTC sha~ be granted a waiver ol the requirement to offer toll 
control serv,ces unt,I December 31 , 1998, and rt 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that JVCTC shaU follow the adverlis,ng requ:n,ments as listed above; 
and 1115 

FURTHER ORDERED. that JVCTC ,s designated as an ellg,ble tefecommunk:alions eamer 
lor 115 serv,ce area 
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NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly entered on the / 7 d_, day of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1·26-32, th,s Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept dehvery ol tM decaslon by the pan,es 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this /7 t/vday of December, 1997. 

C£RTIFICA T£ Of Sl!RVICE 

n... ll'Qlf'lignOCI ,,.,ob, - .,,. -
- .... --lodlyuc,on .. _ ot 
rt<Ofd en a. docJc;M,, M 111&.a on u. oocil:M. ~ 
..... by,..,_ ot by,... - """· .. P'-11 

~JJJ;;~!k-
o...7 /i? /1,17 )pz 

I I 

Off tCO,.L SEAi. 
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-re:. ? 7-tJ R~ 
Cooperative Telephone Company 

(00!>) 391 :>313 • 23!, F11$1 A.t<, Em• • P O So, ,ee • G<OIOII. SO 5?~0260 

Will,run Bullard, Jr 
Exccuth•c 01r.:c1or 

December 30. 1997 

South 0:llcota Public Uulouc~ Cc>rnrntsston 
Stale c,p,101 Buoldang 
SOO E Capitol Avenue 
P1em:. South Dako1a 57401 .5070 

Dear Mr Bullard 

RECEIVED 
DEC 3 I 1997 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIE~ ... '">.'I.MISSION 

l:nclo,cd plCllSC find cc111tk.1t1on of mailing or 1hc n:gulauon~ and :ipplicauon for 
L1fc:lmc ~d Link Up Plan<,. The~ were mn1lcd ·11ic!'day, December 30. 1997 

Aha a1mchcd I!> C(lpy of 1hc: oc1unl mntling 10 cnch cu<10111er ()( _,- V.UC,,:Coopccauw: 
T~ C lf•C !Y. IDII Accent Communications Inc. 

Thtink ynu 

Smcc:rcly. 

Chn1on H:m\on. Manngcr 
Jame\ \',11lcy Coopcrouvc Telephone Company 
z.nd 
11ccc:nt Conunumc::111011, Inc 



12-30-97 

CERTrFICATION OF MArLING 
LIFELINE AND LINE UP PLAN 

I. Clmton Hanson. ~l Manager for James Vl'llley Coopemti\<C Telephone 
Company 11J1d Accent Communications. Inc .. hcadqWU'IC:rS:u 125 E 1st Ave., Gr0100. 
South Dakota. do hereby ccnify thal on this day, [)cQ:mbcr 30. 1997. a mailing of the 
regulntions 11J1d :application fonn for Lifeline and Llnlc Up progrnms Wll$ sent 10 nil 
customers of record and deposited in the U.S. Mail 1111hc Gr01on. South OakOla Posi 
Office for d1SIJ'ibution. Copy of snid notice is hereby :iuuchcd. 

STATE Or: soUTH D,\KOTA) 
COUNTY OF BROWN l 

Clinton lillnson. Manager 

On tlu, 3t1», day of December. 1997. before me pcr.;onally appeared Clinton 
Hanson. Manng1CI oC Ja~ Valley Coopen11ivc Telephone Compnny. known 10 me 10 be 
the f>C™)n dcscnbcd hr.rem and who ciccutcd the within instrument and ackno11.lcdgcd to 
me tJ1a1 he ha., executed the -amc 

My Commis.sion Expire« 

(SEAl.1 



NOTICE 

TO ALL 
JAMF.S VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

AND 
ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS INC 

TELEPHONE CUSTOMERS 

Recent changes brought about by the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 have 
resu.ltcd in the introduction as of January I . 1998. of new low-income assistance programs 
in South Dakota. Effective January 1st. low-income subs<:ribcrs may qualify to receive 
reduced monthly and installation charges for basic telephone service. Details regarding 
the Lifeline and Link-Up programs are included on the reverse side of this notice. 

ltyou, as a subscriber, qualify, you may complete the enclosed application form and 
retum it to our office at: 

James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company 
Accent Communications Inc. 
235 East First Ave 
PO Box 260 
Groton, SD 57445-0260 

It is required in sign.ing and submitting the application that you certify under 
penalty or perjury that you, in fact, qualify for Lifeline and Link-Up benefits, and if, 
at any time, you become ineligible, you will notify James Valley Cooper.itive 
Telephone Company or Ac«nt Communlcatlons Inc. 

IT IS fMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE NEW LIFEl,lNE ANO LINK-UP 
REPLACE THE TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE PLAN (TAP) CURRENTLY IN 
EFFECT CN SOME PARTS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. UNDER THE NEW LIFELINE 
PROGRAM, ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS RECElVE A $5.25 REDUCTION TO 
THEIR BASIC MONTHLY TELEPHONE SERVICE. UNDE~ THE CURRENT 
TELEPHO~E ASSISTANCE PLAN, THE REDUCTION IS $7.00. 

Please read the enclosed mat.erials carefull y. If you have any questions rc=garding these 
programs. call 6 11 or 1-800-556-6525. 



LOW-INCOME ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 

James Valley Coopera11ve Telephone Comp;111y/Acccn1 Comrnunicauons Inc. as authori~ to provide two 
federal telephone nss1<tancc programs 1hal were developed in respo11$C 10 concerns abou1 1he afforiubility 
or telephone service for low-income c111u ns. 

• 'The l.ifeliM program provide\ reduced monthly charges to telephone subscribc.r.. who qualify 

• lnc Link-Up progr:un provides reduced connection charges to telephone subscribe rs who qualify 

WHO IS ELICIBL.E? 

Telephone service mu,t be in the applicant''> name. The applicant must panic1pale m at least one of the 
following public iNiMMCc progr.uns to he eligible: 

• Food S1amps • McJicaJd 
• Federal Housing A.~~iSlllnce 
• Low Income Horne Energy ~~lllncc 

• Supplcmtntal S«uriry Income (SSI) 

WHAT DO THE PROGRAMS PROVIDF.? 

l,lrelinc provide~ elrgrble su~nbcrs wi1h a credit of SS.25 each monih on the basic service ponion of 
their telephone brll. The credit applres on the main home 1elephonc line li_~tcd m the name of the eligible w 
telephone company subscriber. Urellne ~ubscribcrs may also mc:e,ve blocking of long di<tM<:<' alls on ;: 
their telephone ltne a1 no charge. 

0 
..: Link-Up pro,•1dc, chg1ble , ubscnhcrs w11h reduced connc<:llon charges for their NS1c borne telephone F­
t­service. TI11s n,duc11on 1~ 50 pcrccni of 1hc r,pphcable charges or SJ0.00. wluchevcr is le~. Link-Up also o 
Cl provides for deferred pJymcnl of C(111ncc11on churgcs w1thou1 inicn:.,L h doe.~ not cover the cos1 of Wtring 

inside yoor horne and 1~ hrm!cd 10 ODC' umc per home addn:s., pc.r )Ub)Cnbcr 

HOW DO I APPi.\'? ... 
= 

If you nl<'cl lhe d1g1h1lr1y rcqu1rcmcn~~. s:omph;tcly fill QUI and~ the applic.i1ion form provided m ch,s 0 

brochure ,ind 0 11111 11 m· Jame V31lcy C'oopcrntivc Telephone Company or Accc:nc Commumc::111on.< lnc. 
ac 23S E 1st Ave. Groton. SD S744S-0260. 

COUtO I RE(:OME INEUC:181.F.? 

When y,:,u no longer panic1pa1c an any of 1hc qualrfying pubhc ai.<1~mnce prc:>grams. )Ou illc no longer 
cllg1ble for LiMinc nr I.ink-Up. You arc obhg:ucd by law 10 no11fy James Valley C1>1.,p,.-r.111•c Telephone 
Compan)' or Acccm Conunumcauon.< Inc and adVL'>C the company 1ha1 you arc no longer clrg1blc for 
Lifeline and r.ink • Ip 

FOR MOR.Jo: INFORM;\ TION 

If )'OU have quc,111)11, Jboul Lifeline or l.ink-Up. 1hc uppltcallon fom1 or your 1clcphc,nc \.C~1c:c. con1ac1 
fames Valle) Ct'lOpcrattve Telephone Company or Acccm Commun1c;it1un~ Inc al 6 t I or 1 ·800-S56-6S25 



{lasl) 

Lifdlne and Link-Up Assistance Applica tion 
{Please Prinl) 

(Firsl) 

(Street) (Ci1y) (Siucc) 

(Middle) 

(Zip) 

Telephone Number (if existing service,..·----------------------

Number where you can be ~bed or rcci:ivc rnc..~'111.gCS:. ________________ _ 
ruea croc & 7-dtgll number 

Plensc answer lhc following quc..~llons (check approprwre lin,:s): 

1 nm applying for ___ Lifeline monthly telephone scrv,ce d1sc-,un1 

___ Link-Up cclcphonc: conntttion c:hargc dl)C0tm1 

Note: Telephone Service MUST be in apphcam's 111tmc. 

'l. I um currently f)lll1icipatlng tn !he following programh): Chtrk nil rh,11 app/1 

___ Medicaid (e.g. Tille XIX/Mcd,cal, Suuc Supplemental A:,.mtan(c} 
__ Food Suunps 
__ Supplcmemal Sccuncy ln<:omc (SSI) 
___ Federal Public Housing As~i<tnncc 
___ Low-Income Home Energy A\,1s1ancc 

I lll!l'ee to not1fy James Valley Coopuatln Ttl~bOM CompanJ' or Accent Cornmunl<'lltlons Inc. 
wbtn I no long~r partidpate In any of the abovt qWlllfylng public a.,~lstance program.<1. 

I q,rtlfy undu m;nalty of ps:rjury tbt abo~e Information k true. I havC' n-ad lhC' inform;alion on this 
application and undustand I mu.« mttl tbt above qualinc:atlon_( to rttelve Lifeline and/Llnl..· Up 
assistance on M )' primary l"C'$kknlial line. 

Your S,gnruurc Soc iul Sccurny Number D:uc 
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