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DOCKET 
NUMBEP 

TC97-076 

TC97-09t 

TC97-103 

TC97° t!M 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

.Appk:8110n by Joumey Tel.com ln1trn1t10n11. Inc for a Certillcatt of AuthONfY to operate as a telecommunicallOns company 
w,Jhln lile 11ala o f Soulh Ookola (S1aN I 

Appl,eaDOn by Calls for Leu Inc. ci'bla en. for a C1rt1llcate o f Authoniy to operate as I lelecommul\lUIIOM company WIUW1 
the state ot South Dakota (Stat1 TS/TZ) Apj>licant "•ks 1ulh0ffly to or'iginat• and terrTW11le ·,n11asta1t inlllLATA end 
lnttrt.ATA c.1111 of businH1 and reSldenbal eu11ome111 lo operale as a Travel and Oebll (Prep.tic! Calu>g) Card reseller and 
10 Jl~O COCOT/COP'T aervke" 

Api)llcallOn by Cl'flllll CommunkatlonS Inc lor a Cert,bte of AulhOffly to operate as a telecommuNCa!lons company .. ~ 
tne 1111e ol South O.i\ola (Stan TS/T Z) ~nt 1Hks authoniy to p,CMdt IOcal leltcommunoc:a!IOM serv,c:es and 
W1101e-rcnange lelc,eommunrca!X>m seMCes Tne Appl,canl WIii nol oNer any tocal lelc,eommun...aoons seMCes w,tl)on • Rural 
Telephone Company seMce area W1tnou1 seeking sepa1a1e Commission autho 

~llOn by Ouinttlco Inc tor a ~ale ol ~ to opentte os a tetecommuNUOOI\$ company WIIIWI lho llate or SOIJln 
O.ikota (Stan TS/TZ) Applocant ·.,1ellds to sublcnbe to and itsell an lorms ot .,ter-ercn1"9e 1na tr1ua .. 1change 
tekK:OmmunicallOnS Ml\"''"S r, the Slate of South Oa~Ol.ll. lndud.ng loc81 <llal tone seMCes Message Telephone SeMCe. Wide 
/vea Telephone Serw:e. WATS.Joke sorw:es. torevn exchange teMU p,1V81e li!11t1, ~e 11110s, access seMC:e. cellular soMCe. 
IOC-AI 6"'itched sen.Ice and other seMC.es and laClfrdes ol communlcaoons common earners and othe on tnles • 
·--·-----

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

lnUASlalo Telephone Compaoy. Inc pursuon.110 , 1 U S.C 21 4(e) arid , 1 CFR s, 201 hereby seeks des;gnaoon u an eltg,l>le 
telecommunlcat1on1 earner "'ithln !he local exchange areas thol consllMe ilS teMC.e 110 ill South Oakola lntm51ale 
Telepnone Coml)Any ,s lhe htolr.les-based local erchange earner p,esenlly p,O\IOding local erchange ttlecommunicaoons 

DATE 
FlLED 

06113197 

06/17~7 

06119'97 

06tt997 

TC97-077 I M!MCeSllllhtlolo,w,gm:Nngesr,SoothOakola Btadley(7&C) Casllewood (793). Ctar1i (Sl2) Florence(7SS) Ha)'ll(783) I 0613-'97 
Lake Norden (78S). Waubay (947), Weblter (34S). WIiow Lake (625) and Bryant (628) lnuaslate Telephone CO!!'peny. 10 
Ill knOwlodge. ,s lhe only carnor today p,CMding IOClll erchanoo lelecommunlc;atiOns ser,,ces In lhe above rdenbfied exchange 
are~1 (Sla!I HBll(C 
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INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

07/07/97 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

07'07197 

07/01197 



Interstate Telocommunie:aoons CQoperat1vo. l11c pun;uan110 47 USC. 21 4(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks deSignatJon 
as on eligible tetoc:ommun1ent1ons carrier •Wll/1ln the local o•chango areas thol conslrtute rts sennce area In South Dakota 
lotcrs1a1e Tclocommunica(!Ons Coopora1JV11 11 tho laolltiff,basod local cr change corrfer p,,uently p,o\ncl;ng local enhariiJe 

TC97--0718 lutocommunlcabons soMCes in Ille lollow\flg extflanges in Sou1h Dakota Goodwm (79S), Cleo, Lake (874). Gary (272), 
06113197 07/07197 ESletlilc (873). Brandl (876) . Astoria (832). Toronto (794). W est Hendricks (479). Elklon (S42). Whrte (629), Brookings Rural 

(693). Sma, (828), Nundn/Rulland (S86). W entworth (4113) and Chester (4119) lnterslalo TolecommunleatJons Coopemove, 
10 ilS knowtodgo, 111 the only cerrier lodoy prOYldrng local ei change 1olecommunlcat1ons ~eMCes in Iha abOve klenbfied 
exchange areas 1s1att HB/KCI 

Wes! Rnor COOj)CfalM! Tolephono Company pursuan1 lo 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks de~ignnbon as 
an oligiblo lelocommunleaoons cemer Wllhln the local 11JCcnango arcas lhal consb!ule as seMCe area 1n South Dako10 Wvr.t 

TC97 0110 RMtr Telephone is lllo la<*lOS-l>hed local c,w;change came, ptOS8nUy pro\llding local c·zchango 1elecommun1Calk>ns seMC~S 
06/16197 07/0i/97 in Ille follOIMng r,xdtongo, 86on (244), Butfalo (375) Carnp Croo~ (60>797) and (406,972). Meadow (788) ond SoMn (866) 

WO$/. Rt.-91 Telephono. 10 tis knowledge. rs tho only earner today p<OYld,ng local exchange 1el&c:ommunlcab0ns scrw:es ,n the 
above idenbRed o,cha=e areas (Slaff HBIKC) 

Stat11i.ne Tetec:ommu~llOnS Inc P<1rsuan1 to 47 US C 21 4(0) and , 7 CFR S4.201 hereby seek$ deSlgnawn as an el,g,t>le 
lelocommunlcatJons carrier within the local ot change areas 1/lal c:on511tulo 11$ sel\'ieo area in South Dakola Statehne is lhe 

TC97-081 fuc1lrbos-based local e~chango carrier pr&sonUy prollldlng local exchange lofecommurucabOns HMCes ,n lhe tonowu,g 06/16197 07/07197 I 

ozehllnges Nowell (4S6). NISiand (257) ond Lemmon (605-374) and (701,376) Staleltne. 10 rts knowledge is the only carrtor 
lodav DIOV!drnn local ettha""e 1,tocommunl<:awns servw:es 1n the above idenbfied exchanae areas (Statt HB/KCI 

Accent Commuoicabons loc pursuant lo • 7 USC 21 4(e) an<l 47 CFR 54 201 horeby sooks dl!s,gnabon a, an ehg,ble 
101ecommuniCati0n1 earner wrt/lln Ille loco! exchange areas that cons~1uto us sem ce area Accent is tho laCllrtll!S·baseo 

TCG7.0U e•ch3ngu earner prusenuy prowJul1) local n chango telocommunocabons sarwes III the lollowtng e•changes Brotol (491) 06 1 Ml7 07,07197 
Doland (635) Frederick (32.9) Hecla (994) . Nor1h Hoclo (701 ,992) all<I Mollene (887) Acc·ent to 11$ knowledge iS tnu only 
earner lodnv o,oooina local eachannu h!lecommurucabons serw:es ln the dbove ldenolied e1chanae meas I Stall HB'CHl 

J3mes Valley Cooperative Telepl>one Company pursuant lo 47 USC 214(e) ancs 47 CFR S4 201 /lerct,v uoks d&s,gnabon 
as an ellglble lelecommunw:aoons earner wthln the local e, ch11nge areas lhal constnu1e its serwe area ln South Dakota 
James Valley Cooptlrawe Tt!luphono Company is thti laclltbes,basod e.cllange earner presently pr0Yld1ng local e, change 

TC97 084 tulecomm,,nw:aoons SOMCos 1n tho follolvlllg exchanges III South Oa~o1a Andover (298) Cl,11emon1 (294), Columbla !396) 06' 1797 07/01,1)7 
Condo (382) . F'ornt>y (395) Groion (397}. Houghton ,88S) and Turton (897) James Vallffy Coopornwu T olephono Company 
to 11.1 know1eogo ii. the only cnmer IO!lo y pro-..donu lowl o,.:hang., tulucommunleabOni 5"r,,,c;e~ in the aDOv(' raenb~ 
eacllanr,e areas ISlulf HBJCH) 

H eanland Communocauons inc P<1rsuo1n1 to 47 USC 214(e) dnd 47 CFR S4 201 hereby ~eeks designaDOn as an ~togrole 
tolecomrnuNc:alions ceute, \Mlhln tho locul o,change areas lhllt cons111u1e ots seMCo area 1n South Dakota Hcanlall<I 

TC97.085 Communec>1b0ns i, Ille ra~oasoo Jocal oirtn.1ngc c;orri(ir prosen11y prOV1ding local erchar,ge telecomrnunocatJons ser\1Ces 06117197 07,07'97 
,n the fOIIOWlflll e, cnanges In South Dakota Platto/Geddos (337) Heartland CornmunleabOns 10 rts knowledge os 1/lc only 
carncr lodav rxow1,- local ;;~ch~-e 1eiecommun.1Cabon~ taMCo• ln lhff a""v@ ld~nnf100 e• channe areas 1s1att HBICl"il 
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TC97.0S6 

TC97.087 

TC97-0S81 

TC97-Da9 

TC91·09G 

TC97.092 

TC97-093 

Milb!Alll T~IOpho!>t Company, Ir!~ pu,auanl 10 47 U S.C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR s, 201 horot,v seeks deslgnlllon a, 1n t'1,g;ble 
te!ooommuralk>ns camerw«Jw, the loclll m:flango areu 11\al c:onsiilulo ts !leMCe area In South Dnkola Midstale Tulelll\Ono 
Compaoy s lho laCll«le$-Ollsed local ordlango cemer p1esenlly p1ovld11111 loca1 e,change teloicomrnun,c,iuons HMCOS 1n tho 
rono.w,g -'1ang11$ on Soulh Dakota Acedemy (726). Oelmon1 (n9), FL Thompson (245) , Gann Volley (293) Kimball (77&). 
N-Hollund (243). Pukwana (894), Sllel;,noy (732) and Whtie Lake (249) Modstate Telephone Company. t.o IIS k.nowleoge, 
IS tile only carrier today !)fowling locol tUcha~e teleeommunlclluons services in tho above odcnufi~>d exchanga areu (Stall 
HBICH 

06/171117 

06/17197 

07,07197 

0Ml7/97 

Balbc Telecom Cool)l!latrve purwunl 10 • 7 USC 214(e) and • 7 CFR 54.201 he1ety •oeks deSignaDOn as an etjg,ble 
lalocommunlee!lons came, woClw\ the toc,al exchange a,eas thal conseluto its seMCo area Baluc Telecom Cooperauve is the 
laCihUes-basl!d local exchange carrier presenUy ptow!ing local olChange telecommunicaDOns seMces in the tolloWIIIQ 
e~~nget Botuc (529) end Crooks (543). 8a111C Telecom Coopera111111. to 115 knowtodgo, s the only ca11le1 today p1owl1ng 
local erchanoo tetecommunications seMCes In the above ldenbliod erchange oreas (Statt HBiKC) I I I 
East Plo1n, Tt,locom Inc pu,-uant to • 7 USC 214(e) and '7 CFR s, 201 ne,et,v seet.s dilSIQnabOn os an eligible 
telecornmun.caliOns carrier 11>'11hin tl\l' local exchan.;e a,eas thal constJIIJte !IS seMCc area East Plains Telecom Inc "' 1he 
tacilrtics-basod local t ) change earner p,osonUy p10Vldtng locat exchange lolecornmu'liCaDOns servk:e, 10 lhO tottow,ng 
e1changes AA:tlstor (934). Hud$00 (984), and East tiUQS()l'I (712.982) East Pla,ns Telecom Inc , 10 1ts knowledge, cs lhe only 
ca,ner today piCMO,no local u ehang~ 1e1ecommunteal10i1!_S0MCes III tne obove idonbfied • ~change a,ea~ (Stall HBl1<C 

Wntom TcloPl>on~ Company pwsua.nt to ,47 U SC 21'\a) Dnd 47 CFR 54 201 hereby 1a11eks des,gnouon as an ebgtblo 
101ocommun1a1oons earner wahir'l lhc tocal exct\ange aroas lhat COl'ISllMC 115 SlV\'ICe a1ea on South Dokola Western Telephone 
,s the taoWcs-based local e•chango cerner li>l•senUy p10VIC!ll1g local exchange telecommuniealiOns sel'lliees III lhe following 
e1changos Cresbard (324), Faulkton (598) and Orient (392) Woslorn Tolophone. 10 its ~nowledge, ls the only ca111er today 

ov1d1n91oeol ii.change tolocommunieallOns se_rv,co_s in the above ldenbfied eichango areas (Stall HBIKC 

SUJckholm-Strnndburg Tolephono Company pursuan110 47 USC 214(u) and • 7 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gnaoon u 
an e11g1ble telecommun11:ali0ns earner w,thln the locul exchange areas that consb\ull' 11$ soMCct area Ill Soutn Dakou, 
Stockholm IS tno f~ local .. ,c11ango Cfl.toor pl'-'Scntly p,O\lldlng local nchange teh,commumcabons seMCes III IM 
tolloWlng oi changes In South Dakota Stockholm-su-.naburg (676, Revtllo (623) anct Soutm Sh01e (7S6) Stockholm, 10 «. 
k/low1edge. os tho only C11mer today p,OVidrng rocal • • change telecommunlcabOns seMC,es III the above iclenofied ei ehango 
areas .. lStal1 _ _HjllKC 

Konncboc Tolephonu Co pu,-uont to , 1 USC 214(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks deslgnabOn as 1n ol,Q!ble 
lolocommun,cabons carrier wrtlun the local exehnnge areas 11181 con$lltute its sel\'ico a,a,a Ill South Dokoto Kennebec 
Terophone Co IS tne IIIOlllies-bOsed local e•~nongo ca111er piosently piOVid,ng local erchonge 1010,:ommunicabons seMCes 
11 the fol!OWl<,g exchaogos Kennebec (869) rurod Pruho (895) Kennebec TelephOne Co . to <ts k.nowtodgo, tS tna only c.1me1 
today p,oVICIJng IIIC:ll .i,cnange talocommunJcaliOns s~_l'\/leos ,n Ille above ldenbfied axchan,10 areas. (S111_11_ HB/CH. 

Jellerson hlephoht' Co Inc pursuanl to 47 USC 21, (eJ and 47 CFR 5• 201 hereby seeks do~naliOn as an etrg;ble 
telecommumeabons earner wrtn111 tne local uct,ange areas that consbMe i1s seMCe ate.a In South Dakol8 Jenorson 
TelophOne Co Inc is lho lacit111es..based IOClll ollChango carrio1 P,MOnlly p1o'<ld1ng local e•change telecommunlc:aDOns 
s.ef\'!Ces in 11\e lollowlr,g exchange. JetforM>n (966) J~llcnon Telephono Co . Inc . t.o it5 knowledge, ls the only ca1no1 today 

O\lldl.ng local exchange telec;omnrnn~tk>ns sen!lces ,n lho 111>0Ve ldonbfied eid>ftl)ge ~,eas (Slljtl H 
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TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97~ 

TC9" Oil' 

reg· 098 

TC97 099 

SuUy Bunes Telephone Cooperative, Inc pu11uant to , 1 USC 21'(e) and '7 CFR S4 201 h01eby seeksdeSlgnauon as an •lob'• ~t,ons carrier WUhin !ho local erchange areas 1h31 consLtutt .cs seMCe area Sully Buttes TelepllOne ,s 
tho l ac,111,es-based local 01c.hange car.ner p,os,,ntly p,O'IICling local orchange 1tltcommun1Cauons seMCes on the following 
or changes Wost Ondo (264)_ H«ch<:odc CM) ~ (' 36J Totstoy (U 2J Onaka (4'7) Wewno1on (' 58) LangrorCJ (493) 
Roshoft (537), Tul.lte ($90) Hoglvnoro (&~2). H.lrrold (87S). Roe He,ghls (943) HCl'fen (D'8J Blunt (962) and East Oncla (973) 
Sully Buttc,s Telephooe, to cs knowtedgo. ,s the only c;Arner today llfO'IICltllQ lout 11, change, telecommunications soMc~ ,n tho 
above ldtnblied erchange ar~H (S~lf _ HBICHJ 

Venture CommumcatJons. Inc pu11uant to , 7 USC 2 1'(t ) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby ,oe, s Cle1'Qn1•,on as an .. 1,0,t..< 
telocomtnunlC8110ns carrier """'"1 the IOcat e, chango areas !hit consbtutt 4, "1!MCt ar~o Ventur• Communoc,oon, IS the 
11,:,l111es-based lout n cnangt c:amor p!esontly p!O'Yld,ng IOcal er thangt te•ecommunocallOns W.MCet 111 !he lollOWIIIO 
each nngos Onida (258), Bowdle (285) . Roscoe (287) P,erpent (325). Britton ('48) Bnnon. NO (701 '43) Roslyn (' 86) 
Wessinglon SpVlgl (539) Selby (8'9) Gettysbutg (765) and L11banon (768) Venlure Communicauons to ltS knONledljt " 
the only c~u,01 tOday 1>10\lld~ loc;al eaellango 1e:ecommunoc:11i0n, St'MCH ,n !ho • bO•I!. .ionbf.eCJ e•ehange '"as (StaM 
HBICH 

SANCOl,1 Inc pul$Ulllll lo , 1 USC 21'(e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 he,er,y seek• CJH1gna110" a, an t1l'Cl.t>I!! ttlecomrn .. nocatJOns 
Cl'ltN>t W'Ulon tha l~I e, cha,1go areas th at contbtute ltll seMte area ,n Soutn 08'ota SANCOM ,~ lne faC&lrtes ba•e<J loeal 
e~ c;arne, pr~ fllOl/ldrlg local l!-tdlilnge tetocommunoea110n1 M!MCOS in the lollowng eichangu in Soul/I 0~~0111 
WolsA!!y (883) Pan.510n (928) and Thpp (1135) SANCOM 10 tts knowle<IQ~ Iii tne onty t ilr 11er tOllay JW0\'111,ng loe11 e,tn,nge 
ttl&communlC:llllOns seMtes ,n tne aDOVe IClenbfled e, change area1 (Slllff H8'CH 

Si1nborn Telepnonl' Cooperative pursuant to 47 USC 21'(e) anCJ '7 CFR 54 201 hertby ,~i.u des,gna!IOn as an olig,bla 
tolecommunlcaaons carrier -..1\hln tho local erehango areas that consuutu lb serw:e area ,n South Dul.eta SanbQrn 
Tel~ IS rJ>t I~ l»1t'll klcal 111.Cllll llfl@ carnet Ji16111Uy l)l(MJ.ng loe• I aichano• telecommur\lC;abo<ll SflMtt'S III the 
IOIIOWlng 01ch11ng111 ,n South OakOlll Elll~n (227) Ml Vernon (238) Letcher 12' 8) Forestvurg (49S) . M~!l'an 15271 
WUOMO(k11t (796) and Alp,,n., (a..9. Sunbon, Tolellhone to ,ts l nowlNlge Ill Ille onlr , ~""'' 100.tY llfo'lld,ng 10' "' ,11 cha1>Q" 
telKomr1>unccauons HMtltS In !ho•- ctenoflecl i,, cnange are:os tStan HS.CH 

Beresletd Munoc:,p.il Tutel)l>Onll Co pUrsunnt to H US C 2 1•(• 1 and • 7 CFR S4 201 herec,y ,eek, d1tS1gna110n as an ellgtlllt• 
telecommuNcallOns earner W'lhon !ho loca l • •change areu th,n con~utUle n ieMtt area III Sotlth Oa~o!a Be!HIOIII T t'I 
"ltle latlla.tt Da$od local t rchango carnet 1>1111,entty 1]'0\'ldlllQ loc;al o, chango telecomm111noc:a110ns •eMce, 111 tile 1ot1g..,ng 
e• thango Bernlord (7113) Bereatoru h i co rt> knowitcl1)e " Ute onty c;orner todaf ~ oVldtng toc-JJ ~· .hang@ 
telecommu111C;1110nS UIWM Ill lhlP a~ odenL(.e<l e>chang@ a.rttaLJStan ~B.'KC~-------------

Rot>e!IS County r~r,.pl>OM Cooil<'<at-... As>.ocl:t:ion pww;int lo , 1 u SC 2141• ) ~nd 47 CFR 54 201 noreb)' ..,,, s dt'J01nJIIOn 
•• .an eltg1ble tell." :ommunc. .. :.iott~ c,u,-c-r .......U..n th~ « ~t e , .hang~ ;uea.s ma1 CM"'r1utr- ,ty. ,r"~ • ,.,~• R tt'rt\ Coun!y 
Tel@l''>One Coop,,rntivo 11 .. ocrnt1o11 l!i the t• cll,i,,,• ti.Hd loc• I c,cmano~ comer p, .. ,encty pto,,o,ng toca1 ,,.,n~na~ 
ttlt,coovnunocallOn, _.., 11 ttt" t°'°""1g l!<thwnge, 11onn New Ell"lllon NO C70 t 6 3') New Elfngton 16l71 •rod Ct.ue 
C,r, 16521 Rot>e~ Counr, T\!lrpho~~ Coo!>l',~IMI "-'too.1t.1n to 4' ~now.<!dge ~ me c.nlr earn~, toJ•, r r ,,,,..,.J """ 
r ,ennng~ 1~111cammun,c•ban, ~~rw:e, ,n tM otlOYe "'"'llifi .. 11 -,,cl!Mnor ar"M IS1i1M H81'.CI 
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TCQ7•100 

TC97·101 

TC97- t 02 

TC97, t 05 

RC CommunlcaliollS, Jnc oursuan1 ro 47 U.S.C. 21, (t) and 47 CFR 5, 201 hereby sHlls cle~nabon as an e~e 
tdlecommurkabol>s came• ~1 lhe loc:al ellchanoe areas !hat oonslllule h sorke area RC Communlc:nons IS tho lacdities
basocl focal u change carrier prosonlly p,rovld,ng local exchange telecommunlcallclns sernces ln the lollow,ng exchange: 
North Veblan. NO (701-634), 'Mlmot (938), Peever (932). Veblen (738) and summit (398) RC Communlcabons 10 lt!l 
knowledgo, is lhe onry carrier today providing local OJchange tctK-ommunk:ations seMCH in the above idenllfled e-.:chnnge 
ar..is (Stalt HBll<C. 

Sp~1rock Propenies. Inc pursuant to 47 U.S C 21'(e) and , 1 CFR S4 201 hereby 'Htks des,gnabon as an eMg,ble 
telecommunlcelions carrier Wl1hln the local exchango areas that C011$111Ute rts seN\ce are1 111 South Dakota Spltttoelt 
Ptopcn,es, tnc Is the facilllit!s-ba$ecl local exchange carrier presenUy prO'Acling local e,chaOQo tolecommunleabons HMCU 
in !ho fOllowing •~changes ln South Oakot.i Howard/Ca1111age (772) and Oldham/Ramona (482). Spliltoclc Propert>es, Inc • 
to rts ks:.. .:.odge, Is the only Gll•rler today p,olliclinQ local uclta11go telecommunicatJons seMces ln u,e 1b0ve ,denb~ 
~itchar,ge oroas (Stoff HBn<C 

Sp;C,oclc Telecom Cool)eralM!, Inc porsuam 10 47 USC 21'(e) ancH7 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation as an eUg,ble 
rolecommunlca!lons c;armr Within tho local tt(llange areas !hat coMc~Me IIS seNice area Spli!roc.l( Telecom Cooperative 
Inc. is 1110 fac:llrties-oasecl local ercllar19e carrier p,ese11Uy p,ov\d,ng local exchange telecommunications serw:es In the 
following exchanges· Brandon (582) and Gonetson (605.59') and (507,597) Splrlloclt Telecom CooperalM!, Inc . tons 
knowledge, Is the only earner today p,OVlding local erctlange telecommurL1CallOns sel\'k:es ln the above iclenbl!od e'CChaoge 
areu J_Stalf. HBll(C 

TII-Counry Telecom, Inc. pursuant to '47 USC 2 1'(1) nnd 47 CFR S4 201 hareby 5eeks lle!liOna!lon as an eligible 
tetecommunlcallons carrier Within the l<>Ctil e•chango areas that coll5trtuto 115 sell/Ice o,rea III South Oal<ota T n-Counry 
Telecom. 111c is the faeilltfes•bHed lllcol ierch3nge c11Mr ptesenUy ptOYldlnQ local exch:wnga telacommuNCanons SOMC115 
In I/le tollOWJng e•chongos In Soulll OaAo'la Cla'jlon (825) allJ Emery ('443) Tn-Coonty Telecom. Inc , to ill knowledge is 
lhe only earner today p,Olllcling local o, chango telocornmunicalions aer.ices In the abOv@ idenbfled orchango oreas (Start 
HBIC, 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

06119197 

061191117 

06tlll197 

06119197 

U S WEST Communications, Inc Ill· • lor app,011aJ by u,o CommJSSlon the Type I PaglllQ Agreement beiwoen KJAM Mobile 
~ nnd US WEST. "This AQloement was reat:Md through voluntary negodaaons Wllhour 1eso11 10 meclrallon 01 arbrttabOn 
and Is submitted tor apptoval pursuanc to Secdcm 252(e) or the Communlc:al!ons Act a l 1934. as amended by the 

TC97-07:l I Tulocommunlcalions Ac:t ol 1996 .... KJAM Mobile Pag,ng and US WEST lurlher request lhat Ille Commission approve llllS I 06/16197 
Agreement Without a hearing and without allowing the lnteivonllon of other pallles. Because this Agreement was reached 
lhlough wluntary negotiallons, c does not raise Issues requuing a hean!lQ anc:t does nor concern othe, puces nol a pan of the 
negotiabOns ExpedrbOus approval would f\Jrlhet the publ,c lnlerost· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS 
- ----- -----·-----

US WEST Communications lilod tanff shrt.ets that remove ,eferences to exchangH that have been 501d by US WEST The 
TC97-0S2 I smle was effective June 1, 1997. In addition, this f\Ung lnc:lud11$ some l&XI changes and c:lean-up ttom, US WEST hH I 06/17197 

l!'\U.0$\C!cl ~.o O./!"-~e d.ate ol ,Lu11.e I. 1997 follhls 1\flog. (Stall OJIC 
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S~"Da6Jta 
Public Utilities Commission 
Sa•• C&pitol lluildmi. 500 Easl Cap11ol Avenue. Pierre. Sou1h D>koca S7S01·S070 

October 1, 1997 

Mr Rldlard D. Coll 
Executive Director 
SOITC 
P. 0 . Box 57 
Pierre. SO 57501 

RE· Ffiglble Telecommunications Carrier appficalion, TC97-083 
Accent Communications, Inc. 

Dear Mr.Coit. 

The above-referenced appl~bon has been reviewed by the staff of the Public Utilities 
Commission. The fellowing addJllonal Information Is needed In order for the Commission to 
consider this apphcation: 

1 Pursu.inl to 47 C.F.R. 54.101(aJ(4), single,party senoc• or its fundlonal equivalent must 
be made aval1able by an E(lg\ble Telecommunlcallons Cllrrior (ETC) to receive u.nlver»I 
service suppol1 mechanisms. Doe:s the a.bove•referenced company have this seliVlce? 

2 Pursuant to 47 C F.R. 54.405 and 54.411, Uleline and Unk Up sorvioes must be made 
avaHa.blc by an ETC 10 quaflfy!ng low•lncorne consumers. Docs the applialnt company. as 
referenced above, make these services available to qualifying consumers? 

3. Please proV1d11 a verific:alion by an authorized officer, under oath. to the Comminlon In 
which the applicant represents to !he Commission that the facts stated in the Request for ETC 
Designation and the response to data request nos. 1 and 2. above, are truthful. 

Please respond by October 14, 1997 Upon re.celpt of this information. it WIii be ev.aluated by 
stall a,id the matter Wlh be scheduled for consideration by the CommlssiOII Thank you for 
your attention lo thi s matter. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFPS POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOVTH 
DAKOTA 

cc- Harian Best 



I . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIILITIES COMMISSION 
Of THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY TH·E ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIERS: I 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY I 
I 

GOLDEN WEST TELE: OMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIO NS 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPAN1Y 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

TC97~ 

TC97-069 

TC97-070 

TC97-071 

TC97-073 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TC97-077 

TC97-078 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM.STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERA TlVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 

l 

) 
) 

TCl7-Ga 

TC97-084 

TC97..085 

TC97..086 

TC97-087 

TC97-088 

TC97..089 

TC97-090 

TC97..092 

TC97..093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

SPUTROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. 

TRI.COUNTY TELECOM, INC. 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

BRIDGEWATER.CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT 
TELEPHONE COMPANY 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY 

MCCOOK ';;OOPERA TIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

3 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97.()97 

TC97-098 

TC97~ 

TC97•100 

TC97·101 

TC97·102 

7C97·105 

TC97·108 

TC97·113 

TC97-114 

TC97-115 

TC97-117 

TC97-121 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUN:CATIONS INC. DIS/A 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. DIB/A ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ) 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97·167 

The South Dakota Publte Ullhtres Comnuss1on (ComrmssK>n) received requests from 
the above captioned telecommumcattons companies requesting designation as ehgible 
telecommun1ca1tons earners 

The Comm1ssk>n electronically transmrtled nottce of the fihngs ano the intervenlton 
deadhnes to interested ind1vrduals and en1tt1es On June 27. 1997, the Commission 
received a Pelltion to Intervene from Dakota Tetecommurucatrons Systems, Inc (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom, Inc (DTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone ( ~ pany (Docket 
TC97-075) On July 15, 1997, at rts regulany scheduled meettng, the Commission granted 
1ntorvent1on to DTS and DTI 1n Docket TC97-075 No other Pettttons to Intervene were 
filed 

The Commission has )l.nsdtdlOfl over thrs matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1 -26 
and 49-31, 1nclud1ng 1·26-18, 1·26-19, 49-31 -3, 49.31 .7 49-31 -7 1, 49-31·11 . and 47 
USC § 214(e)( 1) through (S) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows (1 ) whether the above capttoned 
tetecommun,cattons companies should be granted des,gnatton as ehg1ble 
telecommuntcaltons earners ana (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Comm1ss1on 



Aheanng shall be held at 1 30 PM . on Wednesday, November 19. 1997. 1n Room 
412. State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It sha.11 be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SOCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to e present and to be 
represented by an attorney These nghts and other due process nghts shall be forfeited 
If not exercised at the heanng If you or your representative fail to appear al the time and 
place set for the heanng, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and 
elndenee provided. If any, dunng the hearing or a Final Decision may be issued by defat:.111 
punuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the hearing the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at the hearing The Commissioo will then enter Findings 
of Fact, Conclusions of Law. and a Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission 'llay either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies, requesting designation as an eligible 
telecommunications earner. and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommunications carriers. The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to lhe state CirOJit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. It is therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place specified above on 
the issues of whether the above captioned :elecommunicatlons companies should be 
granted designation as eligible telecorT.munications carriers. and the Commission shall 
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications carriers. 

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, this hearing 1s being held in a 
physically accessible location. Please contact the Pubhc Utilities Commission at 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing If you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you .. / 

. 'l'/1 
Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this 7 day of November, 1997. 

CERl'lflCAlE Of Sf.RI/ICE 

OFFICIAL SEAL 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION· 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR 
Executive 01redor 
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THE PUBL I C UT ILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTII DAKOTA 

-------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE FI LI NGS BY THE 
FOLLOWI NG TELECOHMUNlCATIONS 
COMPANIES FOR DESI GNATION AS 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMM UNICATIONS CARRIERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPIIONE COMPANY 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOHMONlCAT IONS 
COOPERATIVE, lNC. 

VALLEY CABLE, S ATELLITE 
COMM UNI CATIONS, I NC. 

VALLEY TELECOHMON JCATlONS COOPERAT IVE 
ASSOCIATES , I NC. 

SIOUX VALLE Y TELEP HON~ COMPANY 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

FORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY 
COOPERATIVE, I NC . 

INTERSTATE TELECOMM U~ I CATIONS 
COOPE RAT IVE, I NC. 

~EST RIV ER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPf,NY 

STATEl, INE TE l,ECO MM UNI CATlONS, INC. 

ACCENT COMM U!I ICATIONS, INC . 

J AMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMP/, NY 

HEARTLAND CO MM UNI CATIONS, I NC . 

MIOSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, I NC. 

A\ LTIC TELECOM COO PERATI VE 
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2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO. , INC. 

5 JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE , 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

VENTURE COMMUNICAT I ONS, lNC. 

SANCOM, l NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
12 COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 

13 RC COMM UNI CATI ONS. INC. 

14 SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. 

15 SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE. INC. 
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l 9 
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KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

BROO KINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 
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1 HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HA NSON COMMUNI CATIONS tNC . • D/ B/ A 
MCCOOK TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMM UNICATI ONS 

4 COO PERATIVE 

5 MOBRIDGE TELECO MM UNICATI ONS CO. 
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2 

3 started. 

5 

P B o C E E P I N G s 
CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. We'll go ahead and get 

I'll begin the hearing f or the dockets 

4 relating to the elig i ble telecommunications car r iers 

s d~signacion. The time 1s approx imately 1:50. The date 

6 1s No vember 19, 1997; and the location of the hearing 

7 is Room 412. State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota. 

a I am Jim Burg, Commission Chairma n. 

~ Ccmm.ssione rs ~~sk~ Schoenfelder and Pam Nelson are 

10 also present . I'm presiding o•·e r chis hearing. The 

11 nearing wa s noticed pu:suant to the Comm1ss 1on•s Order 

12 For and Notice of Hearing issued November 7, 1997. 

1) The issues at chis hearing shall be a s 

l '1, 

1S 

16 

17 

18 

u, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 41 

25 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

telecommun1cat1ons company should be granted 

designation as el191ble telecommunicac1 ons carriers; 

and, t wo , what service areas shall be established by 

the Commiss1on. 

All parties have the right co be present and 

to be represented by an ~ttorney. 1.1 1 persons so 

ceoti!ying w~ll be s worn in and subJect to 

c ross - examinat ion by the parties. The Commission'& 

final decision may be appealed by the parties to the 

sc~te Circuit Cour t and the State Supreme Court. 

Rolayne W1est ~il l act as Commission 



6 

l counsel. She may provide recommended rulings on 

2 procedural and evidentiary matte rs . The Commission may 

3 o verrule its counsel's preliminary rulings throughout 

the hearing. If not overr uled. the pre liminary rulings 

S will become fina l. 

6 At this time I'l l turn it over to Rolayne f o r 

7 the hear1ng . 

e MS . WIEST : I'll take appearances o f the 

9 parties. Rich, who do you represent? 

1 0 MR . COIT: l'm here today representing all of 

11 the SDITC member c ompanies, and also Kadoka which has 

12 rec ently applied for membership with the coalition. 

13 And Darla Rogers 1s here represent i ng some companies, 

1~ and ! guess she cou l d lndi c ate f o r the record which 

!5 o nP s she's representing 

16 MS . ROG ERS · l ' m here representing Va l ley; 

17 St ockholm S trandbu rg . Go lden West. incl uding Vivian; 

:s ano Su l l y Buttes ~nd Ventu1e. 

MS. ~:ES~ . Cou ld you repeat t hose again? 

~o ~alley . St ocxho l rn Strandburg. Vivian, Golden West . 

MS . ROGEPS Go lden West, Sul l y Buttes and 

:2 Ve n t u re . 

23 MS . W, EST u s West 

MR. HEASTON : Bi l l Heaston Jnd 7ammy Wilka 

~S f u : US West Comm u n1 c at1 o ns 
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l 

2 

MS . CREMER: 

MR. HOSECK: 

Karen Cremer . Commiss1 o n s~ • • 

Camron Hosec k , Commission 

3 staff . 

4 MS . WIEST : We have had a request to take o ne 

s of these dockets first and that's TC97 - 07S. Do any o f 

6 the parties wan t to ~akc an opening statement before we 

7 begin? 

8 Why don't you proceed with 07S then. 

9 MR . CO IT : Sure, that's Ci ne . l really don ' t 

10 have an opening statement. There are a coupl e o f 

11 exhibits that we would like to admi t. And r unders t and 

12 the r e' s a lso been some letters sent to the Comm iss1on 

13 tha we would l1ke to adm1t in~o the re cord as e v idence 

l ~ on the ETC quest1 o na . And that would be Exhibit Number 

15 l. which 1s the a pplica tion o f Fort Randall f o r £TC 

15 des19nat1 on, and Exh1b1 • No. 2. which 1s the response 

17 of Fo rt Randall to a data request ! rom ata ff . dated, I 

18 b~lie ve, Oc:ober 1st And there are t wo le tt ers. 

19 d o n 't kn o w I! we've marked tho se yet . 

2 0 EY. H:B:7S ~o. J and~ WERE MARKED FOR 

2l I DENT:F JCATtO~.I 

22 MR. COl T : There are t wo o ther exh1bits that 

23 nave been ~arked Exh . b1 t No. l. Kathy Mar~e t, is that 

24 th e letter o f Oa kot o r 19 Exhibit l the letter. 

2S MS. MARMET : Exhibit 3 19 the letter of 



8 

l Oa ko t.a . 

2 

) 

MR. COIT: So t.he Exhibit 3 is the le tter 

from Ro bert Marmet t o the Commission, and Exhi bit. 4 is 

-. a l etter fro m Mi ke Bradle y to the Commission. 

s MS. WIEST: What's the date of that l etter. 

6 the l et ter from Bradley? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MR. CO IT : No vember 18th. 

MS. WIEST: Because! have o ne dated No vember 

18th and o ne the 19th. 

MR. CO ! T: I think s o. ts that right, 

11 Exhibit 3 . is that the 19th ? Okay . I had a l e t ter 

12 that was dated yesterday. but t he ones we have marked 

13 

' . -~ 
:s 

f o r admission today , ! believe both the l e tters are 

da ted the 19th . Novembet 19th. 

MS. •H ES7 : So the l ett er fr o m Mr . Brad le y is 

16 dated the 19th? 

17 MR . co ;:- , Yes. So rry a bout t. hat . 

10 MS ~ 1ES:' . And that's Ex h1b1t 4 . 

:9 MR . COl T don• t kno w wh y the y' re dat ed 

2 0 d1f !erentl y . The 19th !s the o ne we're seeki ng 

2: a dmlssior. o n. l believe . Yes . they are i dentical s o 

22 we 're see k :ng adm1ss1 o n o f t he 19th letter . 

23 MS. W!EST : thi nk they're not exact ly 

1dent1c al but we' ll go wit h t he 19th . Could 1 see che 

2 5 l eLter Cr o m Da ko t a ? I don ' t believe we got cop i es o f 



l 

3 

,:i 

chat one. 

Exhibits l, 

9 

!Pause . I So at thia time l!re y9u o u :ering 

2 , 3 and 4 ? 

MR. COIT : Yes, that's co rrect . 

MS. WIEST: Is there any obJection to those 

S e xhibits being admitted? If not, 1, 2, 3 and 4 have 

Then at this timer would 6 been admitted in TC97 -07S. 

7 as~ if any of the pa rties have any ques t ions perta ining 

8 to TC97-07S, including the Commissioners? 

9 The o nly quest ion I would have, R1ch, is on 

1 0 the response to the data r equest, Exh1bit 2. And the 

11 first question it tal k s about singl e part y service. I 

12 guess it's not absolu tely clear that i t's a va il able to 

13 al l the customers the way that the statement is written 

1 4 and a ns wered. 

1S MR. COlT: Oh, because tley sa1d does the 

16 abo ve - r e ferenc ed compan y have this service. 

17 MS. WIEST : Right . 

1 a MR. COlT: Yeah. I guess tha t is correct . 

l!i And 

2 0 

am no t here t od ay to serve a s a wi tness . 

MS . WIEST : No. 

2l 

22 

23 

2 -:1 

2S 

MR . CO IT: If th a t's a concern that you [eel 

you need addressed, and I hate t o s ay this , but l was 

led t o believe that if there were some questions on 

applications and there ~a s not a wi tness here to an~wer 

chat, tho se questions could be dealt with between now 
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l and December 2nd. There a re wi tnesses here today f o r 

2 some o f the other appl1 cat 1ons. but there 1s not a 

J witness here today wi th re spect to Fort Randa ll's 

4 appl1 c ac1 o n . 

S MS. WI EST: The o nly other thing I would 

6 sugges t 1s that perhaps the Commiss i on could Jus t have 

7 

B 

9 

10 

1t c larified by another affidavit from the person. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: We could approve it on the 

basis o f tha t clar1!1cation. 

MS . Wl£ ~T : A late - (1led exh1b1t just 

11 clar 1fy1ng that since we are ta k ing affidavits fTom the 

12 wi tnesses o n v t he r issues . 

l 3 ~R COIT: I appreciate that o pti on. 

1 4 MS. Wt£ST : Otherwise. are there any other 

lS q~est1ons re l ating :o O?S? 

16 

17 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: Can we make bench decisions? 

MS Wt EST: Sta( f will have something too . 

18 They·11 have testimony on all o f the cases. Does staff 

: 9 want to 9 0 now, o : d o y o~ want t o go at the very end? 

20 MR . HOS ECK Or 1g1 nally we had planned to go 

2 1 

• 2 

2 3 

af~et the applicants had . 

MS. WlESi . 

MR . HOSEC K 

All the applicants ~ 

Yes . And t! these are treated 

Z~ en mass or something !a1r ly close to that , then we 

JS woul d be prepared to put on ou r case 1n a similar 
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l manner . 

CHAIRMAN BORG: That• s fine . 

MS. WIEST: Le t 's Just g o through them and 

then we' ll h a ve Harlan a s the witness . Let's g o ba ~k 

to TC97 - 068. Does anyone have any questions on 

TC97-068? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : J ust a clar1 fi c a t1on. "1 hat 

8 data request respo nse is th is? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes. Tha t wou ld be in that 

10 packet . 

11 MR . COIT: Is the re a c hance that we could 

12 conside r o r d e al with t hese e n mass as Mr . Hosec k has 

13 ind icated or suggested ? 

1 4 MS . WIEST : 1·d ra ther not Jus t bec ause on a 

15 fe w of them I have a couple q uest io ns o n some of them . 

16 MR. COIT: Oka y. Shou l d I g o ahead a nd 

?7 1ntroduce the e x h1b!ts? 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MS WI EST · Yes . 

MR CO IT : W1ch respe ct to Docket TC97·068 

there a r e t wo e xh.b.ts Exhibit No. l 1s the a ctual 

ETC request ! 1!ed by V1 v 1an Telephone Company . And 

Exh1bit No . 2 1s the ~esponse o f Vivian Telephone 

Company to a data r equest from Comm1 ss1on sta ff . We 

would move th~ admission of those e x h1b1ts. 1 d o not 

have che d a tes . I don· c have them here with me. 
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1 Ok a y . Yea h, the d ate on the Ex hibi t No. 1 is 6·1997, 

2 and the d a te on t h e resp on s e to the da ta r e q uest is 

3 10 - 14 • 9 7 . 

4 

s 

6 

CHAI RM AN B"RG: 6·9; rig ht, not 6·19? 

MR. CO l T : 6 · l 9 

MS. WIEST : Ok ay . 

6 -9 , e xcuse me . 

ls there a ny obJect1on to 

7 admi tting Exhibits land 2 1n 068? If not, they•v,e 

a been admitted. Again, Ri c h, on Ex h1b1t 2, the f irst 

9 question, i t says we provi de single party service 

!O th r oughou t . 1 guess I'll assume ct.a t means all 

11 

J 2 

cus t omers ? 

MR . co rT : I wo uld c a ll Don Lee. Don Lee is 

ll he r~ representing V1v1an as well as s ome of the o the r 

:s 

: " 
!7 

: a 

c?mpanit-s . Oon Lee, d o you wa nt t o take a seat? 

DOH Ll:B , 

c a !lPd as a witness, being (i r ot duly s worn , 

was examined and test1f1ed as !ollows : 

PlRECT EXAM INATION 
: .;, BY Ml'< co :T , 

zc ~ . Cou:d yo~ respo nd t o Comm1ss1 on counsel's 

~! quest.on . please? 

22 A . Yes . The a nswPr t o you r questi on 1s, yes. it 

23 do<'s 1nd1cate t:.at they provide se r vice priva t e l 1n .. 

2 ~ throughou t the stud y are 

2S MS. WI EST : Sing le party t o all c ustomers? 



l 

2 

It's avaJlable t o a ll customer s? 

A. Right . 

1 3 

3 MS. WIEST: Thank y ou. That's the o n ly 

4 questton I have . Does anybody else have any questions 

S f or this wi tness for 068? If n ot , thank you. I did 

6 adm it Exh ib1t 1 and 2. 069. 

7 MR. CO IT: We would move the adml ss ion o f 

8 £ x h1bics No. 1 a nd 2 i n 0 69, and that is an ETC request 

9 o r appli c a tion dated 6 - 9 - 97 a nd response t o a scaff 

10 data requesc datPd 10 - 14 - 97. 

11 MS. WIEST: Any objection ? If no t, they've 

12 been admit ted. 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

22 

2 , 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Ex cuse me, I d o 

not have t he data request up here with me f o r s o me 

reason . l'm sorry about t his. but I need to go bac k 

and a s k Mr. Lee abou t the Lifeline, Li n k Up. l thin k 

wa s that covered i n the data request? l'm sorry t o be 

behind the eight b a ll , b ut 1 did not h ave tha t and so I 

n eed to kno w whether this company is doing Lifeline, 

Link Up n o w 0 1 whe:he r yo u need to ·· whether you 

i ntend t o have th a t imp l emented by 1-17 

A. You' re refer~1ng to the Vivian Telepho ne 

Company? 

24 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Yeah, Vi v i an 1s 

2S wha~ we're d oi ng n o w. 
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1 A . V1v1an Tel~phone Compa n y does pro vide 

2 Li fe line and Link Up throughout it s system with the 

3 exception o f the V1vian Exchange, and they anticipat e 

4 prov iding it in the V1v1an Ex change by January l, 

5 1~98. 

6 COMM ISS10NER SCHOE NFE LDER: Bu t antici pated 

7 a nd doing it ar e t wo d if ferent t h ings And I think I 'm 

8 90109 to have t o be assured tha t you' r e eithe r going to 

3 do it o r tha t you 're 90109 to a s k ! or something Crom 

10 uo. 

11 A . Do y ou want a commi tmen t that we will do i t 

12 by that date? 

1 3 COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFEL DER : th l nk that's 

l~ one o C the requirements, ~! l'm readi ng the Act righ t . 

l 5 A . Yeah. 

CO MM !SS!ONER SCHOE NFE LDER: And r thi.nk 

l Q A . Cert,Hnl)', Comr,,1ssioner . The answe r is, yes, 

:c. · he;• , re r-om,.,! ' ted ~o p:-ov1d1n9 lt by 1· 1 ·1998. 

CO~M :ss:o::ER SCHOENF E~OER: Thank you . 

2 l CHA I RMAtl SU RG; Just a question, a general 

- .. -- one on tha;. On the toll. what d o we c •. 11 1c toll 

c·r.: rol? Do ~ e ne•c a stat ement o n th~se. too, o r a 

.5 MS , W!EST: They did act ually request wa iver s 
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1n their o r iginal applications. 1 

2 

3 

4 

MR . CO[T: I was at t he conclusion o f g o ing 

t hrough. I guess. the quest ions and s o f o rth, l was 

basicall y ·· before the Commiss i o n a cts on any o E 

5 these, going to rest a te the reques t . But if the 

5 Co mm1ss1on has questions of Mr. Lee w1th respect to 

7 c er t a i n aspects o f provid1n9 it, I woul d ·· yeah, E 

a would suggest y o u go ahead a nd ask it . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: No, I don' t have a pro o lem as 

10 long as we ~n ow all o f them that's g o2 n9 to apply to. 

ll In o ther wo rds, 1f Lt applies to every o ne o ! the m, 

12 then the sta tement a c the end saying it app l ies on all 

13 o f t hem i s adeq ua te f o r me . Or if you have s o me that 

~4 already could d o the t c ' l control, we need to kno w 

15 Lha· . I d o ubt 1~ there are any at this time . 

16 MR. CO iT: No. we don t. And the waiver 

17 requeat 1s included 1n all the applications. But )USC 

:s i:. c make sure 1c "'as ruled on, I was 1ntend1r.g on 

l ~ b ringing it up aga1 r. at the end . 

20 CHA:RMAN BURG · Okay . Thac·s fi ne w1th me . 

2 1 MS. ~ ,EST : Any othe r q uest ions o f this 

22 Wltness regarding 068 and 0 6 9? ,! n o c, we will go to 

2 3 :'C97·0 70 . 

24 MR . CO IT: Ag a 1.n. t would move f o :- the 

2S l a d mission o f t wo exh 1b1~s in TC97 -0?0 , and that Ls the 
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l ETC appl 1cat1 o n o r request dated 6 - 10 - 97 and respo nse 

2 to •taff•s data reque•t dated 10-97. 

3 MS . WIEST: Any obJect1on? If not, Exhibits 

.; lan d 2 have be•~ a. ~.tted . Are chere any questions 

S w:th regard to this d oc ket ? 

6 TC97 -071. 

I! not , let's g o t o 

7 MR . co:7 : We would move for the adm1ss1 on o f 

8 Exh1b1t• No. land 2, request ! or ETC status dated 

9 6 - 10 °7 ~nd respo nse t o data reques t of sta!! dated 

lO 

: l MS WI EST : Any ObJect1on t o Exh1 z 1ts land 

12 I! not. they •ve been adrr11cced. Are there aoy 

~3 quest1ons regard ing TC97-071? 

l~ 7C97•073 . 

I f not , we w 1 11 90 to 

• s MR co:T : We woul d move ! o r the admiss ion o f 

:~ Ex h1b1t No l. ETC r•qu~a t dated 6-11 - 97 a nd Exh1b:t 

l 7 No -. 1espo nse to sea!! Ja:a request dated 10- 14 ·97. 

: w )-IS W: ES7, Any o bJect1ons co Exhibits l and 

1 being ac:.::ed ' • · no:.. :.hey have been admitted . 

20 Any que s::ors reaarc:n~ C?)~ 

MR . COIT 

:s the C ,. • . -· 
~ ould note tha t Dennis Law, who 

o ! S : oux Va lley Te !epho ne 

2l Company , is ava1 !ao:e 1! the Comm1ss1oners have a ny 

2 ~ questions . 

~ S WlEST , Any questions? If not, we' ll 90 
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l to TC97-074. 

2 MR. COIT: We would move for the admission of 

3 Exhibit No. 1, which is the ETC request dated 6-12-97 

4 and Ex hibit No. 2, response to staff data request dated 

S 10 - 31 - 97. 

6 MS. WIEST: Are there any objections? If 

7 no:, l and 2 have been admitted. Are there any 

8 questions concerning 074? l have the same question on 

9 this one. Rich. w1th respect t o the da ta request n umber 

10 one. 

11 

12 

13 

1 .; filed. 

lS 

MR. COJT: Would an affidavit be adequace ? 

MS. WIEST: Yeah, as f a r as al l customers. 

MR. COIT: Okay. l will mak e sure that gets 

MS. WIEST: An y questio~~ on 07 ~? If not, 

16 let's go to TC97 - 077. 

17 MR. COI T : We would move for the admiss ion of 

18 Exhibit No. 1, which is the ETC request and that' s 

19 dated 6-13-97. Also move for admission of Exhibic No. 

20 2. which is a response to data request dated 10-9-97. 

21 And there is also an Ex hibit No. 3 in this docket, a 

22 supplemental response t o staff data request. It's 

23 dated 10-28-97 . We move the admission of all thre e 

2 4 exhibits. 

25 MS . WIEST: Any objection? lf not, those 

I 



1 three e xh1b1 ts have been admitted. Are there any 

2 questi o ns regarding this doc ket? 

18 

) 

4 

5 

6 

MR. COIT: 1 believe Mr. Lee is representing 

ITC tod•y as well? 

MR . LEE: That's nght . 

MS. Wt EST: Okay . Let's go to TC97-078. 

7 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of 

B Exhibit No. l, which 1s the ETC reques t dated 6 · 13-97 

9 and move f or the admission of Exhibit No . 2. wh ich 1s 

10 response t o staff data request dated 10-9-97. 

l l MS. WIEST: Any obJection to those exhibits? 

12 I! not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

ll concerning this d oc ket? Let's go to TC97-0BO. 

14 MR . CO IT : We move !or the admission of 

1S Exh ibit So. l, which is the ETC request dated 6-16·97 , 

lo and also mov~ for admission o f response to staff data 

:7 request Exhibit No. 2. which 1s dilted 1 0·1 4 • 97. 

:s MS WI ES7: A~y obJection to Exhibits l dnd 

19 2? IC not, they've been admitted. Any questions 

:c regarding :his docke~? 

2: 7,:Q1.oe1 

I { not , let· s move to 

22 MR . COIT: We move f or the admission of ETC 

:?3 rl'!que1< · d a led 6-lf -97, which is Exh1b1t No. l. and also 

2 ~ Exh1h1t No4 2~ response :o ata!f daca r~quest. dated 

25 1: ~5 - 97. 
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1 MS. WlEST: Are there an y objection~ to l a~d 

2 2? If not. they' ve been admi tted. Any questions 

3 reg a rding this docket? So, Rich, with respect to his 

~ one . y ou will be ask ing at the end about the wa i ve r f or 

S the single party and all the other ·aive r s; is that 

6 right? 

7 MR . COIT: Is there a waiver r eques t in the 

8 Stateline on the sing l e p arty issue? 

9 MS WIEST: Yes, 

l 0 MR . COIT: I wasn' t a ware of that. I 

11 understood ther e we re s ome compa nies that had p urchased 

12 US West exchanges that we re still 1n the process o f 

13 converti ng some pa r ty lines. But, yes . i f they need a 

l ·~ waive r , 1 guess so. I' l l renew that request. I don• t 

l S have any fact ual information I c an provide . I don't 

1, believe, Mr . Lee, are y ou here represen t1ng St a teline ? 

17 MR. LEE, I am. And in convers a tions with 

18 S tateline management yeste rd ay , they i nd icated that 

19 they would likely need a wa iver request until March, 

20 Apr1l time Erame when they can finish the construction 

21 co prov i de all one party service. 

22 MS. WIEST : And in their applica tion they're 

23 actually ask1ng for a one-year wa ive r; correct? 

2~ MR . LEE: But they're willing co shorten it 

25 up. 
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l MS. W1£ST : So you probably just nee~ a 

2 waive r until Ju ne ? 

3 MR. LEE : That would be adequate. 

4 MS. WlSST: June 1st? 

5 CHAIRMAN BORG : Do we need to a ct o n the 

6 wa 1vers now? 

7 CO MM fSSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Do you want a 

8 motion on the wa iver n o w? 

9 MS. WIEST: ~et•s tal k a bout that. The thing 

10 is that all of these, I believe, are going t o also need 

11 a motion on the wa i vers for the one year on the toll 

12 contro l, ond we ha ven't been d o ing any of those motions 

13 at this time. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: We have to take each of those 

15 sepa rate mot1ons, do you think, at the end for t he t o ll 

16 cont ro l? 

17 MS . WIEST: Yes . If we want to go·· 

: a MR . CO IT : We coul d pick it up here now and 

l9 start doing waivers. Thtlt might be the e asiest way . 

2 0 CHA lRMA~ BURG : I! we got to go through each 

22 MR . COIT: Rule o n them as you go through. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: Easier than going back . 

24 MS. WlEST: Okay. Fo r 081 with respect to 

25 the waiver u nti l June 1st , 1998, conce rning single 
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part y service to all customers. and the second waiver 

on toll cont r ol f o r one yea r -- one yea r from what 

date. Rich? 

MR. COlT: I thin k I would guess that that 

woul d be from the date of the o r de r . 

MS. WIEST: Okay. 

MR. COIT: On the toll control? You 're 

a speaking to the toll control; correct? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes, toll con t r ol. 

10 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a question 

11 as long as we're t a l k ing about the waivero both on toll 

12 control and on the s1n9le party service. As long as 

13 you're asking fo r waivers. let's make s u r e it ' s done 

14 properly a nd that we're not back ~ere in t wo months 

15 asking f or more waiv ers . I would h a te to go th r o ugh 

16 this process. or would not li k e to go through this 

17 process again . r thin k we need to be accurate when 

18 we're doing it. 1 also have a question about what 

:9 meets the requirements ¢f the Act? How much of a 

20 wa iver can we give? 

21 t.C that. 

22 MS. WIEST : 

don't kno w as I know the answe: 

Right. The time actual ly i- the 

2l re~ Order is not specified. But !t does say in 

24 paragra ph 89, I believe, that the Commission musit, .ipon 

25 a finding o f e xceptional circumstances, you can mak e • 
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1 ~a iver f o r single party se rvi ces f o r a specified period 

2 o f t ime . And also on t he t oll limitation the company 

3 must als~ sho w excepti o nal ci r c umstan c es ex ist and need 

4 ! o r a dditiona l time t o upgrade. They should have c o 

5 show ind1 v1dua l hardship, ind 1v1dual1zed hardship or 

6 inequity wa rrants additi o nal t ime to comply and cha t 

7 woul d better se r ve the public interest tnat 1s 1n 

8 st r ict adherence to the time period and it should 

9 e x tend onl y a a l o ng a s the exc ept iona l c1 rcumscances 

10 exi st. 

: l MR. COl T : I woul d note t hat in the 

12 appl1ca t 1ons, whi le we've requested a year. we've al so 

13 indicated that w1 th 1n that period o f time we woul d f i le 

1 4 some 1n~ormat1on w1cn the Comm1ss1 on 1nd1 c a tin9, y ou 

:s kno w, when the c apab: !1ty 1s ava1lable . If the 

=~ Co~~:ss:o n ·· what we h av~ ·· and Mr . Lee, I think , c an 

:1 a nswer so~e questions in the area of toll control that 

1r. •t answe~. But we're !aced w:th a s1 t u at1 on t o day 

:9 whe1e thP c apab1l1t1es are j ust not available . I! a 

20 year 1s too long. y ou k now, !rom ou r per J pec c1ve we 

21 1eal:y d1dn't k n w ~hen 1t wcul d be ava ilable and 

2~ that's why we requeste d a year . But 1! there's bette r 

23 :n!or-at1on on cha-. - aybe the time period c an be 

i ~ j::'•r~nt Bu t r:ght n o w we really d o n't kno w when t he 

25 cap 01~:ty .s 9~1n9 to be ava1 l ~ble. 
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I hace co be l abo r 

the point, and l kno w everyone wants to get through 

this. but to me it's very impo rtant chat we do it 

right . And s o if i t means that we need t o answer the 

question when we grant these wa i vers and we send these , 

o r you se n d them on to the FCC , we need to be sure that 

you have spelled out why these compan ies -- at least 

thi s is wh t I'm understanding -- why these companies 

c a n't d o t oll control and why it's going t o take that 

lon g of a per iod of time to do singl e party service. 

And s o r think that should be in the applica t ion 

somewhere, or at least in our motion as we appro ve i t, 

o r we should have s o mething o n the r e cord t o support 

where we're going. 

MS. WIEST : They d o e xp l a in the r e asons i n 

their app licat1on, their o r i ginal appl ic a t ion, with 

respect to toll control. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay . 

MS. WIEST : But if there are any further 

questions that the Commission would like t o as k at this 

time , if you need more informatio n on that, we could do 

tha t now . 

COMM lSS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I would like to 

know -· and this probably isn't true o f al l compan ie s . 

But of the o nes you're testifying f o r a t l east, 
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1 Mr . Lee, where they're at 1n deploying the technology 

2 that we need tc do these t wo things and what kind of 

3 delays you m1ght expect. Because I don't want this to 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

l 3 

H 

:s 

16 

not g o for wa rd the way that it's been perceived that it 

should so for ward. 

MR . LEE: Sure. Okay. j might respond to 

that in general; and then if there are specific 

questions, I• d be happy to do that. But the issue of 

toll limitation, which l believe under the FCC's 

description ident ifies a toll restri ction and a toll 

contro l, and the issue at hand is ! n the toll control. 

which my understanding 1s to indicate that the end u s er 

subscriber is to be ab le to control the amount of its 

monthly bill, at wh1ch time a restr iction automat ically 

k1cks in and disallows access co the long distance 

nel wcrk . To my kno wledge, there i s no switch vendor i n 

the Unit ed States today who provides that c apa bilit y 

18 w:th tn 1ts s witch. l kno w tha: the vendors are working 

!So on i t... : coulc not sit here with a clear conscience 

20 and 1nd1cate that on X date that I would expect 1t will 

21 be available. Given mr honest op.inion, I would doubt 

22 that lt's ava il ab ' e to the gener3l popul ation with in a 

23 year's time period . And the rein is the reason I 

2 ~ bel1eve chat SDlTC members ask f or the one-year period 

25 because we don't ant1c;pate it being availaole , 
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The second or alternative to that is a 

so ftwa re provisioni n g of toll control. And, again. t o 

my knowledge, there is no interfa ce betwe en a so!twa re 

system and a switch chat has that capability. 

p~1marily because it would cake rea l time ra t1ng of a 

cjscomer's usage; and because the customer control 

7 s·• itch 1n te rexchange carrier l.t's choos1ng, there are a 

s myr~ ad o! optional call plans and race s t ructures chat 

9 •.ioul-i be appli,.d. And, co my kno wledge, t here Jus.: 1.s 

10 no technology, nor soitware, available cc ca rry out 

11 

12 

lJ 

1 4 

15 

!6 

l 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

that program . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: And 1 f l rec a 11 

right, it doesn't ·· it's not permissive, one or the 

othe r . You rea ll y to need to do all of che above . 

MR. LEE: It inc ludes both, chat's correct. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I bel1eve some 

compan1es have asked the FCC for clarif1cat1.o n. that 

s o rt of th1nq . And as far as I kno w, you might have 

better 1nformat1on than I d o chat chat decision has not 

been handed d o wn by the FCC . 

MR. LEE : A, I doubt I have better 

22 inLormac1on; and, B. r agree it has not been handed 

23 down, to my knowledge. There is that cla r ification 

2~ procedure request in f ront of the FCC. 

25 COMM1SSIO~ER SCHOENFELDER: Okay. 
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l CHA: RMAN BURG : To my kno wledge, everybody 

2 c an o! !er t oll l1c1 ta t1on ; right, from wh a t we•ve had 

3 to get a general statement? 

MR . LEE· I'm going to define as toll 

s rest r 1cc:on, 1f ! can, 1nstead o ! t oll I1m1t at1 o n, ye s. 

6 CHA:RMAN BURG: Toll b l ocking 1s what t 

7 mean . Everybody can o f!er th a t? 

8 MP ~EE. To my knowledge, that's a true 

9 ac a tement 

10 CHA:RMAS BURG : And I guess my position is t o 

11 me, the other really d on't see, you kno w, since 

12 y o~ said t;'a not available, I can't see chem implyi ng 

l l it or even putting it :nt o here. 1 think 1t sa~isfi e s 

l ~ a!l o! ou r n~eds . ha v e no problem giving the full 

. S year or nor~ as long a s 1t gets chro~gh FCC, whi ch at 

:6 thts time lt appears I t should So I don't see this 

:1 pott.t ~o ~e 1n ~ak.ng .ca shorter l1~i t beca us e I 

!6 do:.·L th1n ~ · • w1!: :n:er!ere with the ETC 

: o 

22 

M? ~EE ! woul d ag r ee with tna t and then 

woutd point out :n the app lications th e compa n i e s h a ve 

1nd1cated that they w1 !l 1nvest1gate and will work wi t h 

ch•.r s w1·ch vendors so that when 1t does become 

avail ble. they're w1ll1ng to imp l ement it I think 

25 th t th@ telephone compan ies ! ee l that once .t b ecome s 
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1 available, i t is i n the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive of that concept . 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: With that I'll move that we 

c grant the one-year waiver on toll -· what is it 

S called? Toll limitation? Toll control? 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON : I'd second . 

7 COMMI SSIONER SC HOENFELDER : I'm going to 

8 concur wit chat as long as the motion i s understood 

9 that there will be some formal way c o limit coll f o r 

10 these customers just so chat everybody under§tands the 

11 motion. 

12 CHAIRMAN BUR~: I think in every application 

13 you agreed that you can do coll restriction ·· 

14 

15 

MR. LEE: Right . 

CHAlRMAN BURG: if r remember reading the 

16 applications, and tha t to me is satisfactory. 

17 MR. LEE: Thank you. 

is CHAIRMAN ~URG: Do you want them as a 

lS separate mot i on? Okay. 

20 we need on this on e? 

1'11 also mov e -- which one do 

21 MS. W!EST: The single party serv ice until 

22 June 1st. 

23 CHAlRMAN BURG: I'll move that we g rant a 

2C waiver 1n TC97-08l in the single party requirement 

25 until June l, 1998. 
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COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd . 

COMM"SSI aER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : Any other qu e stions in 081? Do 

, y o u wa n t to g o back now? 

5 CHA IRMAN 9 URG· 

6 and get these o the r a. 

It might be easier to go b a c k 

7 

8 

MR . COTT : Whatever . 

MS . WI EST: We'll go back t o 06e, and the 

9 motion in 0 68 will be f o r the o ne - year wai\e r on t o ll 

10 control. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve that we g r ant the 

l2 wa ive r o: toll control 1n TC97 •075. 

13 COMMlSSI ONER NELSON: I'd seco nd . 

! s 

: 6 

l 7 

t e 

l 9 

20 

:n 

22 

COMM: SS ! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r. 

MS w:ES':' 0€:,. 

! '11 move we grant the t oll 

rn~an : • 11 OV"! we g r ant the wa 1ver ! o r toll 

l i ir. 1 ta: 1 on 

MS w: £S7: :-0:1 cont r ol. t' m sorry, we have 

to c• a ce- rat• becacae ~ nat the FCC did 1s they c all it 

combined · o l l cont r o: aod to:1 blocking as toll 

lim1La t1 on 

CHA: RMM: BURC I' ll move we gra nt the waive r 

2 ~ f o r ~oll control 1 n TC97-068. 

2S COMMi SS!ONER NELSON: Seconded. 



COMMl SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : Fo r one year? 

CHAIRMAN BURC· Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHA!RMAN BURC: I'll keep making them. 
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I ' l l 

6 move we grant the toll contro l wa iver in TC97-069 f o r 

7 one year. 

e CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

9 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELD&~ : Concu r . 

10 MS. WIEST: 070. 

11 CHAI RMAN BURG: I' ll move that we grant toll 

12 con trol 1n TC97 070 for o ne year, the wa i ver fo r one 

13 year. 

1 4 

!S 

• 6 

17 

COMMI SSIONER NE LSON: Second i t . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WI EST: l 71 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll mo ve that we g r ant •oll 

18 cor rol, the waiver ! or toll cont r ol, 1n TC97· 071 f<. r 

19 one year. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2S 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WI EST : 0 73 . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mov e we grant the wa iver 

Lor to ll control 1n TC97• 073 f or one year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 
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COMM ISS IONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WI£ST : 07 4. 

CHAIRMI.S BURG : I'll move we grant the wai ver 

4 ! o r toll control in TC97 -07 4 ! or one year. 

6 

7 

8 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMMI SS IONE R SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST : 077. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the waiver 

9 ! o r toll control in 7C97-077 for one year . 

10 

11 

' ., ... 
13 

... I ! ,... ,. tol ! 

:~ 

: , 

CO MM tSSI ONER NELSON: Se conded. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WIEST. 078. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we g~a nt t he wa 1ve r 

cont ~ol 1n TC97 07 8 f o r o ne year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Seconded 

rOMMlSSZONER SCHOENFELDER: C~ncu r . 

MS. WIEST: 0 80. 

1~ CHAIRMAN BURG, And I' ll move we grant the 

:~ I wo 1ver ! o r i.o!l cont r o! in TC97·080 ! o r one year . 

2 (. ·oMMl SS : ONER KELSO~ ; Seconded. 

COMM, SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER : Co~cu r . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : We did 81; r ight , and we are 

;>3 0001' Wtth 81 

~ S w:£S7· Any further questions on 08 17 

2~ 083, 7 C97·0~3 . 
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1 MR . COIT: We would move for the adm1ss io~ o f 

2 the ETC r eques t f iled by Accen t, dated 6 -17-97, and 

l Exhibi t No. 2, the r esponse to staff data r equest which 

4 is dated 10 · 8 · 97. 

5 MS. WlEST: An y o b j ection ? If not, l and 2 

6 have been admitted. Any questions r egardi n g 083? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG : I ' ll mov e we grant the coll, 

8 the waiver f or toll cont r ol in TC97-083 f or one yea r . 

9 COMM 1SSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

10 COMM ISSlONER SCHOENFELD£~: Concur. 

ll MS. WIEST: TC97 ·084 . 

12 MR. COIT: We move for the ~dm ission of the 

13 ETC reque st dated 6-17-97, which i s marked Exhibit No. 

1 ~ 1. and we move for the admission oC Exhibit No. 2 . the 

15 respo nse to staff data request dat ed 10 - 8-97 . 

16 MS. WI EST: Are the re any ~ b j e ct1ons? lf 

17 not, they've been admit::.ed. 

16 CHAlRMAN PVRG, ; t'll move we g rant the waiver 

:9 r o :: coll co:nrol :n TC97-0B ~ f or one year. 

20 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I'll concur. 

22 Does this have a s~ngle party guest1 on on this o ne ? 

23 MS. WIEST: No. They said i n their original 

2 q applica t ion tha t they are offe ring single party service 

25 t o a ll consumers. 
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l CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : ! g o t a s t icky o n 

2 lt . Sorry . J ames Valley; r1ght ? 

3 MS . WtEST , l believe 1n their ·• o kay . 

Ye a h, th•t wa s &ob's questi on . And the reason he had 

5 the question 10 1t was a c t u a ll y 1n Lhe o r iginal 

6 app~ 1c at 1o r:. So:! y o u look at the o riginal 

7 app l 1c a~ 1o n o n p a ge t wo . under q u est ion n umber three, 

6 Lhey d o atate that Lhe y provlde singl e party service to 

9 a l l c o nsu~ers 10 their serv ice area . 

10 o n that 11st 

Number four d o wn 

11 

12 

1 3 . . ... 
TC97 0 85 . 

CO MM TSS! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Ok oy . 

MS W!EST : Th a nk you . Okay . Le t 's go co 

MR. CO I7 : We move f o r a dm, t t1ng of Exhibi t 

: s No l. the E7C r equest , dated 6·17 - 97. a nd Exh i 1t No. 

l 6 

. ., . ' 
2 . the respo ns ~o ata!! data request dated 1 0 ·1 0 ·97. 

Any o b J ect1ons? I! not, they' ve 

: have the sa ~e question here with 

l~ 1e sp~ c t L q uestto n nu-ber one . 

~-
22 

., . _., 

25 

1-(R . C0 :7 . Mr 

· o q uestio ns. : !:>el:eve 

Benton 1s a va ilable to r espo nd 

:s this Heartland? Right ? 

-.. Don. c an you :espo nd co any ques tion s ? 

b,:l.a l ! . 

MR . LEE , 

wh:ch ~. 'l l 
.. . .Irr. • 

Mark has asked me to resp o nd on h is 

be He~rtland Communicat ions, and 

they are o f(er1ng all single . 
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l 1'!S . WIEST: Single party was of fered to all 

2 euscomers? Any other questions eence rn lng chis 

3 d ocket ? ls there a mo ti o n ? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move that we grant the 

S wa i ver f o r t o l l control co TC9 7 -089 f o r o ne year . 

6 COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: I'd s~cond 1t. 

7 COMl'IISSIOHER SCHOENFELDER: Con c u r . 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

MS . WIEST: 0 8 5, I believe . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Ex c use me. 8 5. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 086. 

MR . COIT: We move for the adm i ss1o n o f ETC 

12 reques t. , Exh1.b1t No. l , dated 6 - 1 7 9 7 , and respo nse to 

13 staff data requests, Exhibit No. 2, which 1s dated 

H 1 0· 1 0- 97. 

15 MS . WIEST: Any objections? I! n o c, they 

: & ha v e been adm i tted . Same questio~. can you answer 

17 tha t . Mr. Lee ? 

18 MR . LEE: I • m s o rry, I don't have the 

19 associ a ted compa nies wtch t he e xh1b1t numbers . Whi~h 

20 company are we r e ferr i ng t o? 

21 MR. CO!T: Midst.ate . 

2 2 

23 sen 1ces. 

H 

25 

MR. LEE : They are c urrently a ll private ll ~e 

MR . CO IT : S i ngle party: c o r rect? 

MS. WIEST: S i ng l e party t o a l l c ustomers ? 



1 

2 

MR . LEE : 

HS. WIEST: 

Correct . 

Any othe r quest ions in this 

3 docket? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t ol l 

5 control wa iver 1n TC97-086 f o r on e year. 

6 

7 

a 

9 

COMHI S~IONER NE LSON: r • d second 1 t. 

COMM ISS10NCR SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS WIEST· 

MR . COIT: 

TC97·087 . 

We move for the ~dm1ssion of 

?O Ex hibit No. l. ETC r e q u est, d ated 6·17 -97, and Exh i bit 

ll No. 2. response to sta ff d a ta request , da ted 10-16·97. 

12 

! 3 

. , ... 
MS. WIEST. An y o b J e c t lons ? If not , £xh1b1ts 

l a nd 2 have been adm1tted . 

CHAIRHA:l BURG : ·11 move we grant toll 

!S cont rol waiver 1n 7 C97-0~7 for on~ r ~ar 

16 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I ' d second 1t. 

: 7 COMM! SS:ONER SCHOENfB~DER , Concu r . 

:a MS w: ES7 Aga:n , l'd ha\'e a question on 

1 9 ~hl8 one. R1ch 

20 MR. COIT Mr . Lee 1s r epresenting Baltic as 

we ... . 

2 2 MR :..EE : Ba lt1c 18 currently a ll private 

23 ~:ne. ! 'm sor r y. s.n9le par ty. t should use the right 

2 4 ·er~. s1ngle party service. 

25 MS . W: ES7 : To a ll customers? 
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2 

3 

3" 

MR . LEE: Cor rect. 

MS. WIEST: Tlnank you . TC , 7-088. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admission of 

4 Exhibit No. l, ETC request dated 6-17-97, and response 

s to staff data request, which is Exhibit No. 2, which is 

6 dated 10 -17- 97. 

7 MS. WIEST: Any ObJections? If not. Exhibits 

8 land 2 h a ve been admitted. 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

10 on toll control in TC97-088 for one yea r . 

11 

l 2 

1 3 

1 .. 

15 

l 6 

17 

thi s one , 

18 service. 

1 9 

20 

21 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST : Can you answer my question 

Mr. Lee? 

MR. LEE: Company name, plea se? 

MS. WIEST: East Plains. 

MR . LEE: Currently is 

MS. WIEST : Thank you. 

MS WIEST: TC97 -089. 

all single party 

MR . COIT : We move for the admission of 

on 

22 Exhibit No. l, wh ich is the ETC request d a ted 6-17 - 97, 

23 and the admiss ion o f Exhibit No. 2, which 1s a response 

2 ~ t o staff data request, dated 10 - 21 -97 . 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 
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1 been admitted . Same queation . 

2 MR. COIT: I don ' t believe that Mr . Lee 1s 

J here representing Western t oday. What did they sa y in 

4 the response? 

s MS. WIEST : They sa i d Western Telephone 

5 o ffers single party service. My question is do they 

7 of!er to every customer again? 

8 

9 

10 

MR. CO lT : Well 

~s . WIEST! Can you do a late - filed on that ? 

MR . COI T : We c a n d o an affidavit on that 

: l o :i~. l guess. 

12 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a ~a iver 

: J o n tol: cont r ol f or TC97 · 089 !or one year. 

14 

!7 

CO MM lSSIONE R NELSON: I'd second i t . 

COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: Okay. Let's go on to TC97·090. 

MR , CO IT ; We mo ve for the admissi on of 

:s Exh.b1: No. l, wr. ich 1s the ETC request dated 6 ·17• 97, 

:~ and Ex n1b1t No 2. which 1s the response to staff data 

:c request d aled 10·2 ~ · 97. 

~S . w,ES7: Any o b J ectio n? If not, they've 

:2 been ~dm1tted . Any questions conce rn ing th1s doc ket? 

:) CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we gran t a 

:4 ~a 1ve r o n t oll contro! 1n TC97 ·090 f r on e year . 

2S COMM ISS IONER NELSON: I 'd second 1t . 
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2 

3 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: TC97-092. 

MR. COIT: We mo ve f o r the admission o f 

37 

4 Exh ibit No. 1, wh ich i s the £TC r equest o f Kennebec 

S Telephone Compan y daced 6-18 - 97, and mo ve f o r the 

6 admi ssion of Ex hibit No. 2, which is the response to 

7 scaff dat a request daced 10 - 10-97. And I would not e 

e chat Mr . Rod Bauer is here to re spond to any questi o ns 

9 thac the Commissione rs o r scaff may have c o nc erning 

10 their request. 

11 

12 d ocket? 

13 

MS. WIEST: Any quest ions concerning this 

If no t, do yo u have a mot i on? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both cho se ? 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

:8 

1 9 

2 0 

MS . WI EST : I 'm so r ry, l did noc. I wi 11 

admit Exhibit Numbe r s land 2 . 

CHAI RMA N BURG: I'll move that we grant a 

wa1ver o n toll cont r ol in TC97-092 f o r one year. 

COMMI SS I O~ER NELSON: I'd second 1t . 

COMM 1SSION£R SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-093. 

21 MR . CO! T: ~ e would move f o r the admission o f 

22 Exhi ~ ic No. 1 , which is che ETC r equest o f Jeff&rso n 

23 Telephone Company, dated 6- 18 -97, and mov e also f or ch~ 

24 admission o f Exh i b i t No. 2, respo nse co scaff daca 

25 request, wh ich is dated 10·10·97. And I would n o te 
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1 tha t Mr . Dick Conno rs is ava ilab l e to ana wer any 

2 ques tions concerning the Jef (erson request . 

3 MS . WIEST: Any obJect1on to the exhibits? 

lC not. they've oeen admitt ed . 

5 concerning th1s d ocket ? 

Any question• 

6 

7 

8 

9 

l 0 

l l 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I' l l mo ve we grant a waiver 

!or tol l cont r ol 1n TC97·0 93 f o r o ne year . 

COMMl SS I ONER NELSON: I• d second 1 t. 

COMM: SS I ONER SCHOENF ELDER 

MS. WIES7 : 7 C97·09 4 . 

Concu r . 

MR C0 !7 : We'd mo ve f o r the admi sai o n o f 

12 Exh!blt s o. 1, whtch 1s t he ETC request dated 6-19-97, 

: ~ and ~ove ! or the adm1 es 1on of £xh1b1t No. 2. wh ich 1s 

: ; the r •apo~•e t o data reques t dated 10-15 - 97 . 

: ' 
. . . 
:o 

.. . 
~ . 
... 
23 

'-:S W l £S7: Any o b J ect1on to £xh1b1ts land 

:f n o t, those exhibits have been adm i tted . Do you 

nave any witn• ss•s tor this one ? 

M? C0:7: Mr . Lee 1s avai l a ble f o r bot h 

Just had a quest !on, I guess. 

conc nrr.lnQ single pa r t y s ervice bec ause in this one 1t 

d~• s s ay ehou!d :ac 1!1t1es not all o w immed i ate single 

party serv i c e. Su!:y Buttes may offer mult1-part y 

service unt1l the !acil1ti es are res tored or i nstalled 

25 t o allow for single party service. Has that occurred 
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in the pa~t ? 

A. Cu rrently Sully Buttes Telepho ne has no 

multi-line. The fact is al l single party service. I 

thin k they added that l anguage such that if there were 

s a disaster that they had t o respond to , they wanted co 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

reserve the right co offer par t y l1 ne under t he 

emergency b a , is only. But they have fo r a number o f 

years been a ll single party service . 

MS. WIEST: Any o ther quest1ons ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

11 on tol l control f o r TC9 7 - 09 4 f o r one year. 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: T'd s econd it. 

13 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Well, I 'll 

14 concu r . 

15 MS. WIEST: TC97 -095. 

16 MR. COIT: We would move f or the admi ssion of 

17 ETC , Exhibit No. l, dated 6-19-97, and adm ission o f 

18 Ex hibi t No . 2, response co data request dated 

19 10 - 15-97 . l would point out t hat I believe tha t there 

2 0 might be an issue with r espect to single party service 

2 1 

22 

waiver in this c ase as well. 

MS. WIEST: R1ght. At th i s time are there 

23 any objections t o Exhibit land 2 ? If not, they've 

2~ been admitted . Yes. And it woul d appear t hey would 

2 5 need a waiver . And my ques t ion f o r apparently they 



l have th ree mult1 - par y cus t omers and they plan t o 

2 install single party service du ri ng the 1988 

3 construction season . So I guess my question is 

4 0 

4 apparently they haven't asked f or a wa i ver. Are you 

S doing s o a t this t ime? 

5 MR. COI T : Yes. we would o n their beha l f . 

7 And I think Mr . Lee would be a ble t o respond to 

8 questions on t ha t. I a ssume so anyway . 

9 MR . LEE : Su re . But that woul d be correct, 

10 we do need a wa iver . The same June l dat e wou ld be 

1 1 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

1 a 

a cceptab le to us. 

MS . WIEST : June l, o kay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move we gran t a wa i ve r 

1n single party s erv ice t .> Ju ne 1, 1998, i n TC97 -095 . 

concu r . 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I wo uld second that . 

COMMl SS l ONER SCHOENFELDER: Sure , I'll 

CHAIRMAN BURG: An d I 'll al so move t ha t we 

19 grant a wa1ver ! o r t oll cont r ol on TC97 -09S f o r one 

20 year . 

:n 

~2 

23 

COMMI SSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97 ·096 . 

:! 4 MR . CO lT : : mo ve f o r the adm ios1on o ! ETC 

25 request, Exh1blt No. l. d a ted 6 · 19 ·97, and move f o r the 
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1 admiss ion o f Exhibit No. 2, response to data request 

2 dat:d 10-10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've 

4 been admitted . Any questions concerning this docket? 

S CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gran t a wa i ver 

6 on t o!' control in TC97·096 ! o r one year . 

7 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: 1 'd second it. 

8 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELO~R: Concu r . 

9 MS. WIEST: TC97·097. 

10 MR. COIT: We move f o r t he admission of 

11 Exhibit No. l, £TC request, dated 6 -1 9 -97, and Exh i bit 

12 No. 2, response to data reques t dated 1 0-10-97. 

13 MS . WtEST: Any o b j ect ions? If not, they ' ve 

1 4 been admitted . Does anybody have any quest ions 

1S concerning chis docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I ' ll move we grant a waiver 

17 for toll control i n TC97-097 for o ne year . 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

19 CO MM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

20 MS . WI EST : TC97 -0 98 . 

21 MR. COIT: We move f or the admission of £TC 

22 request dated 6- 19 -97, which i s marke d Exhibit No. 1, 

23 and a dmission of Exh ibit No . 2, which is the response 

2 4 to data request dated 10 - 14 -97. 

2S MS. WIEST: Any o b jection to Exh ibits 1 and 



l 2? If not, they've been admitted . Are chere any 

2 queac1one concern1n9 th 1a dockec? 

4 2 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG: l' 11 mo ve tha c we grant a 

4 wa iver ! or toll control 1n TC97·09e for o ne year. 

s COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second lt. 

6 

7 

8 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WIEST : TC97-099. 

MR . CO IT : We move f o r the a dmission of 

9 Exhibit No. 1, wh: ch 1s the ETC dated 6·19-97, and 

10 admission o f Exhib it No. 2, wh ic h 1s the response to 

ll d ata request dated 10-9 - 97. 

12 MS. WIEST : Any obJ eccion? If not, the y 've 

13 been admitted . l have the same question on this one. 

1 ~ The quest i on 18 do we have single par ty se rvice, and 

1 S the ans wer s ye s? 

: 6 MR. COIT : Mr . Lee, are you here ! o r Rober t s 

! 7 Cou nt y or n o t? 

: 8 >IR . LEE : !l o . 

. ~ MR . co:7 . 7hen we probably need to handle 

:? O Lh ,H. I suppose. by tne affidavit. 

21 MS . w:EST : Ok ay . 

22 MR. LEE : Rich, are we tal k ing a bou Roberts 

23 Cou nt;- o r 

MR . C0:7 

MR . !..E E : 

Roberts Cou nty . 

l know from another s ou r ce other 



1 than this that as ma nager of the South Dako ta 

2 Asso ciati o n of Telepho ne Co - o ps a nd the d a i l y requests 

J we've had there that they do, i n fa c t, pro v i de al l 

4 s i ng l e part y service thro ughou t Ro berts Cou n t y Co-op, 

s if t ha t will suff ice f o r your i nfo rma tion he re . 

6 MS. WI EST: ts that s u ff icient? 

7 MS. CREMER: T ha t ' s su( f1c 1e nt . 

8 MS. WIEST : Okay . 

9 CHAI RMAN £URG: I' l l move we grant a wa ive r 

10 f o r toll cont r ol 1n TC97-0 99 f o r o ne year . 

11 COMM tSS l ONER NELSON: I' d se c ond i t . 

12 COMMl SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Conc ur . 

13 MS. WIEST : TC97-100. 

1 4 MR . COIT: We mo ve f o r t he a dmi ss ion o f 

15 Ex h1 bi c No. 1, which 1s the ETC reque st da t ed 6 - 1 9- 97 , 

16 and admi ss io~ of Ex h1b1~ No. 2 , re s ponse to da t a 

17 r equest d a ted 10 -9-97. 

18 MS. w!£ST: Any object i o n? !£ not, they ' ve 

19 been admitted . Sa me q ues t ion o n th is one . 

20 MR. LEE: I don't k now the an s we r. 

21 MR. cor~: There is - - Mr . Lee 1s not he r e 

22 representing RC Communications t oda y , s o I su s pect 

23 we'll ha ve to deal with that wi th a l a te- fi l e d e xhibit 

2 ~ i f tha t' s o kay . 

25 MS. WIEST: Oka y . 
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l CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll muve we grant a wa i ver 

2 for toll control 1 n TC97-100 f or on e y e ar . 

3 

4 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'd second it . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

5 MS. WlEST TC97 · 101. 

6 MR. COIT: We move f o r the adm1esion o f 

7 Ex h1b1t No. l, which is the ETC request dated 6 ·1 9 ·97 , 

8 and Ex h1b1t No. 2, response to staff d ata request dated 

9 1 0· 1': · 97 . 

10 MS. WIEST: An y ObJect1on ? I f not, t hey've 

11 been admi t ted . Any questions concerning this d ocket? 

! 2 CHA:RMAN BURG : I' ll mo ve we grant wa iver f or 

: 3 t oll cont r ol 1n TC97 · 101 f o r o ne year . 

15 

: 7 

COMM ISSI ONER NEL30N: I 'd second 11: . 

COMM ISS: ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST : TC97•102. 

MR cn 17 , We move f or t he adm1ss1 o n of 

:~ Exh1b.t No l, wh. c h 1s the ETC dated 6·19 - 97, a nd 

: ~ £x n .b1t s o 2, whi c h 1s a res p o nse to data reques~ 

~- aat~ J 1c- : ; .91. 

MS. WIEST : Any ob3ect1 ons? If not, l and 2 

2 2 have been admitted . Any questions conc erning t his 

CHA l RMA N BURG : I 'll move we g rant a wai ver 

2 5 ! o r toll control 1n TC97·102 (or one year. 



COMM ISS I ONER NELSON : I'd second lt. 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENPELDER : Concur. 

MS. W!EST: TC97-10S . 

4S 

MR. COIT: We move ( o r the adm1ss1on o f ETC 

s request. Exhibit No. 1, dated 6·19 - 97, and admission of 

6 £~h1bit No. 2, response to data request dated 10-14 -97. 

7 MS . W[EST : Any Ob) eCtl On? l! not. Exhibit& 

a 1 and 2 have been adm i tted. Any question& concerntng 

9 this docket? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we ~r~nt a waiver 

11 for toll con trol in TC97-IOS (or one year . 

12 COMMISSIONER NELSON: l'd second lt. 

13 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

14 MS . WIEST : TC97-1 08. 

15 MR . COIT: We move !or the admission o [ ETC 

16 requeot, Exhibit No. l. dated 6-23 - 97, and the 

17 adm1os1on of Exhibit No. 2, response to eta!( data 

18 request dated 10-14 . 97 , 

MS WIEST. Any obJect1on? If not, Exhibits 

20 land 2 have been adm i tted. Same question. Can you, 

21 Mr . Lee, answer that on-? Is that single party se • vice 

22 available !or 

23 MR. COIT: For Faith. 

24 MR. LEE : ! do noc represent thee, I'm r rry. 

2S MR. COIT : We would requeat permission t , 



.. 6 

l p r ov ide that v1 a aff 1dav1t . 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

MS . WIEST : Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant a wa1ver 

! or toll con t r o l 1n TC97-108 ! o r on e year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: 1 ·d second it . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Conc u r . 

MS WIEST : TC97 - 113 . 

MR . COIT: We move for the admissi o n cf 

9 Exhibit No l, ET'- request dated 6 - 25 ·97, and Ex hib i t 

10 No 2, response t o da t a requests dated 10 - 9-97. 

11 MS. WI EST: Any o b j ecti on? J( not, they've 

12 been admi t Led . l have the same questi on on th1s o ~e . 

13 

15 

16 

l 7 

:a 

19 

20 

21 

MR. co :T : This 1s Armo ur. Bill Haugen can 

respond to you r quest i o n . 

MR . HA UGEN: Yes, I c an ans wer tha t . 

BILL HAOO&N, JR., 

c a !l~d as a wi tness, being f i rst duly s worn, 

wa s e xamined and t estified as f ollows : 

EXAMINATION 

MR HA~GEN Good a!ternoon. 

MS WIES7 hnd 1 wou ld Just li<e to ask you 

2. if you cu rrently prov1 de sing l e p a rty service to a ll o f 

2~ your customers in your area . 

24 MR HAUGEN : Si ngl e party service 1s 

25 ava il able to all o: o~r cus tomers 1n Ar mour I ndependent 



l Teleph~n e Company s erv ice area . 

2 late sevent i e s. 

4 7 

It has been s i nce the 

3 MS . WIEST: Are there any other s questi ons o f 

4 this witness? Than k you. 

s CHAIRMAN BURG: I' ll move we grant a wa iver 

6 f o r toll control 1n TC97-113 for o ne year . 

7 

8 

9 

10 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I 'd second . 

' OMM ISSIONSR SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97 · 11 4 . 

MR. CO IT : We mo ve for the adm i ssion o f ETC 

11 request o f the Bridgewa ter - Canistot a Te lephone Company , 

12 which i s dated 6 · 2S-9 i , tha t's Exh i b i t No. l. And also 

13 move ! or the admi ss ion o ! Exhi b it No. 2, which is 

14 response to data requests o f s ta ff dated 10 - 9 - 97. And 

1S Mr . Haugen is here a s well to respond t o any q uestions 

16 1n thi s d ocke t. 

17 MS . WIEST: First o f all , a n y objection t o 

18 Exh ibits 1 and 2? lf no t, the y 've been admitted . And 

l~ : wou ld ask the oame q ues tion. 

20 MR . HAUGEN: Single party se r vic e is 

21 ava ilable co all the custome rs in the 

22 Bridgewa ter -Canistota Exchanges . 

23 MS. WIEST: Thank you Any othe r quest ions 

2 4 o f this witness? 

2S CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a wa iver 



l 

2 

J 

s 

for toll cont r ol 1n TC97·11 4 f o r o ne year. 

COMM .SS!C,£R NELSON: I 'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS WIEST : TC97 -1 1S . 

MR . COtT: We would move the adm1ssion of 

6 Exh1b1t No. 1. tne £TC r equest of Union Telepho ne 

7 Conpany . dated 6·2S-97, and Ex hibit No. 2. response t o 

a data request which 1s dated 10 ·9-97. 

9 

10 

MS. WIEST : Any objection? I! not, £xh1bits 

1 and 2 have been admitted . And l woul d ask the s ame 

11 questi o n 1n this docket. 

12 MR. HAUGEN : Singl e party service is 

~3 available to all the custo~e rs 1n the Union Telephone 

:.; Co~pany service area , Hartford and Wall Lake Exchanges. 

:s aQaln, has been since ! a te seventies. 

. . -~ 

MS WIES:' Thanlt you. Any other questions 

CHA,RXAN i3URG: !'11 move w~ grant a waiver 

: ~ ~ ~ r tol l restriction 1n ~C97·11S !or one year. 

: o COMM ISS: O~ER NELSON, t • d second 1:: . 

2: COMM ISS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

XS. w:ES:' 7~ank you. TC97-lli. 

MR co:, : we ~ove for the admissi on of 

. .; Exh:t, . : No. l. ETC ~equest d a ted 6·30 - 97 , and Exh1b1t 

. s 1'0 ~ .. respons~ to da ta request dated 10 - :4 -97 . 
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1 MS. WIEST: Any obj e ction? If not, Exhibits 

2 1 a nd 2 have been admitted. Any quest1ons concerning 

3 this docket? 

4 CHAIRMAN BORG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

5 tor toll control in TC97 -1 17 for one year. 

6 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

7 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

8 

9 

MS. WIEST: TC97-l2l. 

MR. COIT: We move for the adm ission o f 

10 Exhibit No. l, the ETC request of Kadoka, dated 7-3-97, 

11 and the admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to data 

12 requests dated 10-28-97. 

13 MS. WIEST: Any objectj )DS to Exhibits l and 

lt. 2 ? If not, the y've been admitted . Any questions 

i5 conce rning this docket? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gran t a wa i ver 

17 f o r toll control in TC97-12 1 for one year. 

18 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I'll seco nd ~t. 

19 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST: TC97·125. 

2! MR. CO lT : We'd move for the admission o• ETC 

22 request, Exhibit No. l, dated 7-7 - 97, and Exhi bit ~o. 

23 2, response t o data request of staff , which is dated 

24 10 29-97. 

2 5 MS . WIEST: Any o bJect ion to Exhibits land 



so 

l 2? l! noc, they've been admitted . Any questions 

2 c~ncern1ng this docket? 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

!or toll control 1n 7C97 -125 ! o r one year . 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I• d second 1 t. 

COMMI SS,ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WIEST : TC97- 130 . 

MR . COIT: We woul d move for the admission of 

9 Exhibit No. 1. the ETC request dated 7·10·97, and 

10 Exh1b1t •:o. 2. the respo nse co data requ e st dated 

' . 
12 

1 4 

: s 

. ., 
• 

10 14 97. 

MS. WIEST: Any objec t.i on to Exhibits land 

:! noc, the y ·ve been admitted. 

concerning this d ocket ? 

Any quest.ions 

CHA IRMAN BURG 1'11 move we grant a waive r 

for coll control in TC 7 130 f or o~e yea r. 

COM~ ISSt ONER 6 ELSON: I would second lt, 

COMMl SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS W l ES7 . 7C,, 7 l 3 l . 

MR. ~01-:-. We would move the admls s i on of ET 

request Ex hibi~ ?:o l, which !8 dated 7·10·97, and 

~= Exh.b1t No 2. respona~ to Cata requ~st dated 1 0·1 4 · 9 7. 

~- ' .. . _ .. 
MS. Wl ES'!': Any ob)ect1on co Exhibits 1 and 

rt not, they ' ve been adml t ted. Any questions 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

e 

9 

1 0 
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CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

f o r toll control in TC97 - l3 l for one year. 

CO MMISSIONER NELSON: I'rl second 1 t . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENPE LOEk : Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: TC97-l5 ~ . 

MR . CO!T: We would mov e into the record 

Exhibit No. l, the ETC request, da ted 9 - 10·97, a nd also 

Exhibit i,· 

1 0·16-97. 

2. the response to data request dated 

MS. WIEST: Any objection to Exhibit land 

11 2? I f not, they have been admitted. Let's see. on 

12 this o ne this wa s one of a couple that no time peri o d 

13 was requested for the wa iver. I assume you still wa nt 

15 

16 

11 

18 

the one year? 

respond . 

Rive r . 

MR. COIT: Mr. Barfield is here. He could 

He's Mr . Bob Barfield, manager for West 

MS . WIEST : They request a wa iver but th is is 

19 one of the fe w o nes that didn't ask for one year, as 

20 far as r c an see , or any time per1od . So I wa s 

21 wonde r i ng i f there was any different time period that 

22 wa s being requested. 

23 BOB BARPYBLD, 

2 ~ called as a witness. being !irst dul y s worn, 

25 was e xamined a nd testif i ed as follows: 
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EXAMINATI ON 

MR . BARF.ELD: In response to your question. 

3 s i nce the vendor does not have a date , as far as we 

4 know, at chis time to provide this, that's the reason 

5 we didn't ask for a certain time period on the wa i ver . 

6 

7 

MS. WIEST : 

MR . C'?lT: 

But we will need a time period. 

Would you be willing t o accept the 

8 o ne - year time pertod that 1s being granted to o t her 

9 companies? 

1 0 

1 l 

~ R. BARFIELD : We su r e would. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : And I think the thought 

12 beh:nd 1t LS 1f there stall ~sn't any solution, then it 

13 would be renewed or we'd request. With that , I• 11 move 

' -. , 

15 

l 6 

17 

that we grant a wai ver f o r coll control in TC97 · 154 for 

o ne year 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: r would second it . 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS . WIEST : ~et's go to TC97·155. 

MR . COiT: We would request admission o ( 

20 Ex hib1t No. l, wh1ch 1s the ETC request o f Mob ridge 

21 Telecommun1cations. wh i ch is dated 9 · 10 · 97, and a lso 

22 Exh ibit No. 2, whi ch 1s the response to data request 

23 dated 10· 16 -97. 

2 4 MS. WIEST : Any objection? l f not. Exhibits 

25 land 2 have been admitted . And I wou ld have the same 
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l question with respect to the length of the waiver . 

2 MR . BARFIELD: And the response would be the 

3 same . We would ask for a year on the waiver. 

4 MS . WIEST: Thank you. Any other questions? 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG: With that I'll move that we 

6 grant a wa iver on toll con trol in TC97-1S5 f o r o ne 

i y ..:ar. 

8 

9 

10 

11 TC9 7 167 . 

12 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: l'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I concur. 

MS . WIEST: Thank y ou. Let's 11 kip to 

MR . COIT: l would just no te t hat Three Ri ver 

13 Telco is not an SDITC member company, so l'm n o t really 

14 here coday co roprosonc Three River Telco. 

15 MS. WIEST: Nobody is h~re ? 

16 CHA I RMAN BURG: Do we havu any questions o n 

17 1t. o r do we have t o have representatio n , 

18 

19 

MS . WIEST : Somebody needs to move 1t in. 

MR. CO IT : Well. 1f y ou ' re looking f o r a 

20 body, I guens l c an se:-ve as the body . 

21 MS. CREMER : Ot. henlise, l c a n mov e to adm1. t 

22 the t wo exh1b1-ts, Number l. 10-10·:17, the request .or 

23 ETC, and 11-7-97, t.he amended -- oh , I'm s o rry, ct.ac.·s 

2 ~ U S West. I.et me try that again . 10-1 6 o f • 97 i s the 

25 request and 11·13·97 is the amended request, and l 
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1 would ask that they be admi tted in . 

2 MS. WIEST : An}• obJ e c ti o n ? !E not, they've 

l been admitted . Are there any questions conce rning this 

~ docket '? I would note that their application does 

5 request a wa 1ver ( or o ne period for toll control. 

6 CHA!R-.AN BURC: There 1Gn't a question on the 

7 s1ngl,. party line. though, is there ? 

8 

10 

12 

l l 

. -. " 

:o 

MS W!EST: No. 

CH,\IRMAN BURC: I 'll move we grant a waiver 

! o r toll contro l 1n TC97-!67 ! or one year . 

COMMI SSIONE R NELSON: I'd second . 

COMMl SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: At th is tL me did you war. : to go 

~o us Wes t, o r .s Harlan going to speak to these 

MS CR EMER . We'll !1n1sh up these !1rst . 

l"S W;ES7 Okay . 

~TAFF' S EXH!BlT NO. l WAS MARKE D FOR 

HAR L AN BEST , 

ca:l ed as ~ w1cness, being first duly s worn, 

DIRECT EXAMrNATIQN 

2 ~ BY M? HOSEC? : 

"' . Would you state your name ! or t he record, 
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1 please. 

2 A . Har lan Best. 

3 Q. And what is y ou r j ob? 

.; 

5 

6 

A . I am d eputy d irector o f fixed ut i lities f or 

t he Pu b lic Ut i lities Commission, South Dako ta . 

o. And have y o u been present i n the hear i ng roo~ 

7 th is a f ternoon ! o r the hearing on these applicat ions? 

a A . Yes . 

9 Q . And have you had the o pportunity t o revi e w 

1 0 t he c apti n in the notice o f this hearing which lis ts 

ll 

12 

l 3 

the cases which are before the Commission on t h is date? 

A . Yes . 

Q . And are you famil i ar with the applicat ions in 

1 4 ea c h o f the s e c a s es? 

l S 

1 6 

A. 

o . 

Ye s . 

As a part o f yo ur ) Cb, hav e you rev i e wed 

: 7 tho se applica t i o ns ? 

16 A . Yes, I have . 

1 9 O. Yo u h ave before y ou an e x hib i t numbered 

20 Sta(f•s No. l; is that co rrect ? 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 

25 

A . Yes . 

Q . And is that an exh i bit t hat y ou prepared in 

t he course o f you r d u ties? 

A . Yes, 1t is. 

Q . J us t b r i efly e x plain to the Comm i ssion, 
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l plea se. what that exh1b1t entails. 

2 A. What I have done on this e x hibit is a c r o ss 

3 the top 1s listed each o f the compani es r e quest i ng 

~ eligible telecomm~ .• 1cat1 o ns car r ie r status, t he 

5 associated d oc ket number , and the s taff counsel t hat is 

6 assigned to the respective dockets . Down the a ide, the 

7 left-hand s1de, 1s the requirements that a r e set forth 

8 !or ETC status. Populated with in the columns is the 

S responses that the tespect 1ve companies gave withi n 

10 Lhe:r exh1b1ts land Ex hibit 2 tl1a t have been admi tted 

11 Into the r ecord. 

1: And are there any changes or co rrections to 

13 · h:s e x hibit that you wou ld like t o make at this time? 

1 4 A . One that I am a ware o f is under Vivia n 

,S Telephone, Doc ket TC97·068, under the Li fe line and Link 

:6 Up 1: shows that 1t will be avai lable l · l-97. I t 

!7 should be l · l - 98 . I'm no t aware o f any ot her 

:~ c~rrecttono. 

MR HvSECK O~ay. At this point in t!me I 

2 ~ou: d move Staf f 's Exhibit No. l in t o eviaence. Thi s 

:1 is intended as tes~1mony for a ll of the d ockets en mass 

22 w:th the exception o ! US West. 

25 

COMMI SSrONER SCHOENFELDER: 

nere though . 

US Wes t is on 

MR. HOSECK: That would be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: Is there any obj e ction? 1 

2 MR . COIT: My comment would be that I Just 

3 r ecei ved this s o I haven't had an o pportunity t o go 

4 through to make sure this is all accurat e. I guess I 

S c an rake Mr . Best's wo rd that it 1a accurate and !'ll 

6 have to do that, I guess . Othrr than that, l d on 't 

7 have any comment 

8 MS . WIEST : Do you want an opportunit y to 

9 look i t over? 

10 MR . corT, Well. 1t might take me a while, so 

11 ! don't have any obJection. 

12 MS . WTEST: Okay. Then Staff Ex hibit No. l 

13 w1ll be admitted inco all o f che dockets chat we have 

l ~ gone through so far. 

1S MR . HOSECK: Okay . Thank y ou. 

16 Q. Baaed o n the review o f these doc kets cha · you 

.7 have done and relying to whatever extent you may en 

18 Staff's Exh1b1t No. l, did the appli c ant companies 4eet 

19 the requ1rements o f be coming an eligible 

20 telecommun1cati o ns carrier? 

21 A. Yes. they have. with the noted late - filed 

22 affidavits that wi ll be d o ne in a number o f the 

23 dockets. 

24 o. And with regard t o advertising services 

2S excLange· wide, do you have a recommenda tion to th e 
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1 Commission ! or a prov1s1on to be included 1n an orde r 

2 which would come out of theae proceedings? 

) A. Yes . Sta!!'s recomm~ndat1or !or advert1s1ng 

q would be that the £TC carrier be requ1red to a dvertise 

S at ,east once each year. and 1f they have any rate 

6 changt, chat that rate change be advertised when lt 

7 does change. 

8 And 1n conclusion. do you have nn opinion as 

9 to whether or not the a pplicants contained on Exhibit 

1 0 1 , with the e xception of US West which h a s not h a d its 

ll caae heard ;et at this time. whether o r not those 

"2 applicants meet the quali!1ca t1ona aa an eligible 

13 telecommunications carrier? 

1q A . With s t aff's revie w that ha, been undertak en, 

:s yea, they d o meet the requirements for ETC sta t us. 

: 6 MR HOSECK : have no further questions o( 

. 7 this witness 

18 MS w:EsT , Are there any q uestions of this 

l 9 witness? Mr . Coi t ? 

20 CROSS·EXAMI NATION 

21 BY~,. CO I T : 

22 I assume when you talked about advertising 

23 ra~e change s tha~ you're re!erenc1ng the r a tes just !or 

24 the essential services that are support e d by univers a l 

25 service? 
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A. Yes. 

MR . COIT: No further questions. 

MS. WI EST: Ms. Rogers? 

~.s. ROGERS: No, no quest ions. 

MS. WI EST: Mr. Heast on? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: The o nly question I'd have is 

8 there any -- is adv~rtising i dentified in any way? ls 

9 there any criteria for what adverti sing means in the 

:o contex t o f this? 

11 we 11? 

ls the metho ds in the FCC Or der as 

12 MS. WIEST: I'm sorry, what wa s the 

13 question? 

14 CHAIRMAN BORG: The quest1on I had for Ha rlan 

lS or anybody else is, 1s there a meaning, is there a 

16 desc r iption, definition (or advertisi ng, what that 

17 c o nstitutes? 

18 MS. WIEST: Under the statute itself 

19 21 ~ ( e ) ( ll ( B) they must advertise t h e avai l abi lity ot 

20 such services and if you·re refe r ring t o the se rvices 

21 t ha t are supported by federal universal se r vice and the 

22 charges therefore using media of general distr1bu t1on. 

23 

2 4 me. 

25 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: 

! thi nk t hat sat~sf1es 

Does that mean f o r 



l Lifeline and Link Up, they have t o advertise this 

2 once? 

3 ~s . WIEST: That wou ld be under staff's 

reco mmenda t ion, I believe . 

A • Yes , onc e each year . 

60 

5 

6 COMMI SSIOl>ER NELSON: Wel l . [ r ankly. l don't 

7 think ~t·s adequate. 

8 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Are y ou doing 

9 tha t? Are y ou -- t o f o ll o w up -· excuse me, to f ollow 

10 up on Commissioner Nels o n ' s question, are you 

11 recommending that t he y advert ise onc e each year after? 

12 l believe ou r o rder said that you have to send an 

ll app!1ca t:.on to ev e ryo ne c ,ce 1n it1a lly and then co 

every new custo er . Yo u' re requesting thi s 

:s advertisement o ! L1!el1ne . Link Up 1n a dd 1t.on ·o, 

:o wo~.d that be accu rat e o r not? 

. - A • ihght. 7 he L:.!el1ne, L1r. it Up under TC97 · 150, 

:a wh:.ch wa s issued yeste rday. ~tates that 1 t shall be --

19 a ( orm shall be. o r a l etter ehall be sent to present 

=o ccst omers. a nd the~ this would be an dve r t 1semen t o f 

22 

~ . _ .. 

1 t . 7hey'd have to do ad ve rt is ement o f this f o r at 

le a st o n c e each yea r . 

COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDE R : Okay . Thank you . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON• So 1s the answer t o 

:s Las ka 's questions it's i n additi on to? 
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1 A. Yes. They would do it originally, and once a 

2 year after . 

3 MS. WIEST: Ho w would they advertise? 

.; Wher e? 

5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

1 2 

l 3 

14 

15 

16 

1 7 

18 

A. Where would they advertise? 

MS. WIEST : Yes. 

A. Whatever general dis tributi o n it meets 

ccco rd ing, l assume. it means newspapers and those 

types o f publ ications. 

MS. Wl EST: So it could be any type of 

general distributi o n media once a year? 

A. Whatever is ava ilable with in their given 

e xchanges that they serve. 

MS. WIEST: And i t would only be fo r those 

serv ices supported right n o w by fed e ral universal 

servi ce? 

A . Yes . 

MS. WIEST: And every time they cha nged a 

:9 race for one o f those services , then :hat woul d have to 

2 0 be re -advertised a t tha t time ? 

21 

2 2 

23 

A . Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

thls w1. t ness ? I: not, 

Are there any other question s of 

thank y ou. Actually, I do. 

24 Coul d you retake the stand, Harlan? I guess we have a 

25 qu ~s tion for y ou. Could you look a t your exhibit f or 



l 

2 

Venture Commu nica t i ons, 

A. Yes . 
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TC97-0 9 5 ? 

3 MS. WIEST : Does the answer to number four, 

t s i ngle party servi c e, we did grant them a wa i ver 

s because cu rrent ! y t hey d o no t hav e single party service 

6 apparently t o three cu s tomers? 

7 A. Yes . 

s MS . WIEST : So wo uld t hat b e incorrect there, 

9 y o ur questi o n there ? 

1 0 A . It wo u l d be a c larificati o n there t o it , yes. 

11 MS . WIEST : Okay. Thank you. Do you have 

12 ~n y t h i ng f u rther , Mr . Ho seck ? 

1 3 MR . HOS ECK: Staff has nothing further . 

1 ~ Thank you. 

15 MS. WIEST: Do you want t o t ake a short break 

16 un~1l we g o t o Us West ? 

17 MR. COIT: When does the Commiss ion · · are 

18 you go :ng t o wa1 t un t il the end to rul e o n all of these 

19 wit h respect t o t he a c tual ETC designati o n? 

20 MS . WIEST: That's why we' r e tak ing a short 

:1 b e e ak . 

22 (AT THIS TI ME A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN . ) 

23 

2 ~ 

25 

MS. WIEST : 

will g o to TC97 - 1 63 . 

MR. HEASTON: 

Let's get started again. And we 

And l would move admission o f 
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1 Exhibit l, which is the request, a nd Exhibit 2, which 

2 is the amended request, and Exhibit 3, whic h is the 

3 service territory map. That's Ex h i bit l , 2 and 3 

respectively in the docket . 

s MS. WIEST: Any objection t o Exhibits l, 2 

6 and 3? Do you have a copy of the service ter r itory 

7 ma p ? Are there any objections to Exhibits 1, 2 and 3? 

8 If not, they've been admitted . 

9 Mr . Heaston. 

You may proceed, 

lC MR . HEASTON: We would also join in the 

11 motion on t he toll control. The reason we did not see k 

12 a waiver in the ini tial appli cation i s because a s I 

13 read Paragraph 388 of the Order in the DA 97-1S7 

1 4 indicaced that coll bloc king would be ouff icienc in the 

1S mea ntime and it was dependent u pon when you upgraded 

16 swit c hes. And so we do not feel we need a waiver of 

17 toll control, but the common wisdom seems to be the r e 

:a needs t o be a wa iver, s o we will follow the herd here 

. . 
20 

and request the ~oll control wa i ver also . 

And we are also one o f the parties co the 

21 request of the FCC to reconsider t he toll limitation, 

22 that this includes both toll bloc king a nd toll 

23 control. And I guess we would a lso point out that with 

the 1mpl e menca t 1on of number p o rtability tha: 1s going 

25 to impact toll control some what significantly. And so 



l while we agree w1ch Bob Barf1el1 in his o bservac1 o n 

2 that since we d on't kno w when i t's going to happen , 

3 :hat's why we wouldn't wa nt a time l1m1t o n 1t, but we 

~ are w1ll1 ng to a ccept t he one year with the 

5 understanding that 1£ the re 1s not the ab1l1 ty to 

6 implement 1c o r 1f the ab1 l1t y i a too expensive t o 

7 i mplement, tha t we woul d be able to co~e ba c k to th is 

8 Commissi o n and seek fur t her wa i ver o f t hat, o f 

9 1mp!ementing toll cont r ol wi th part of the essential 

10 telecommun1cat 1ons c arrier o bl1gat1on. 

ll 

1 2 

l) 

1 4 

MS. Wl£ST : Okay. Wou ld the Commissioners 

CHAIRMAN BURG: D1d we admit the exhibits ? 

MS. WIEST : Yes . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll mo ve that we wa i ve t o ll 

15 cont r ol f o r TC97-163 f o r one yea r . 

16 CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: Well, l'm going to 

17 s e cond 1t, b u t I heard an expansion o f what we've been 

!8 wa1v1ng 1n the past fro- g1v1n9 them one year with t he 

19 idea we're going t o renew i t. And the reason I was 

20 w1ll1ng to g ra nt Lt 1s because technology 1s r~t out 

21 there. No w, the Act requires that it be there and it 

22 didn't say any thing abou t how m~ch 1 t cost. So I 

23 didn't hear any thing a bout ne o f the reaso ns we were 

24 wa1v1ng 1t in the past was because that it might be 

25 cost prohibitive a s much a s because technol o gy wasn't 
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1 there. 1 can underst a nd why technolog y wasn't there, 

2 out I didn't ·· I wa sn't in Congress when they vo t ed 

3 that was pa rt o f the Ac t. 

4 MR. HEASTON : It's not part o f the Act. I 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l 2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

g uess that's the f irst thing. It's an FCC·· 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON : lt ' S a ru l e. 

MR . HEASTON: It's an FCC dictate . 

COMM ISSIONE R NELSON: But it has the s a me 

weight as the r ules and sta t ut e unless 1t·s changed in 

court; ri.gnt? 

V.R . HEASTON: That' s t r ue. Bu t unless the 

FCC cha nges, as we've urged them t ~ do . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Right. So I'm 

seconding y ou r motion with the understanding 1t•s 

e xactl y as we had stated it o r i ginally; i s t hat 

correct? 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I mean the motion was f or o ne 

18 year. 

• 9 COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: l believe th 

2 0 rtot. .on was ! e r one year. a •,.;a i ver for one yea r , anc I 

21 d1 c~·t kno w cha t the motion had anything mo r e than 

22 that. than just a waiver fr om tol l con trol f o r o ne 

23 year. 

2 -. 

25 

CHAIRMA~ BURG: It doesn't . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I'll concur. 
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l CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: All I'm saying, thoug h, 

2 10 I voted for 1t and there will be a re cord that t 

3 voted for it; and the reason I voted for it wa s the 

4 te chnology wasn't available. And that's a lot 

s d1f!erent ln ~y mind than it 's coat proh1b1tive. 

6 CO MM tS~lONER SCHOENFELDER: I think 

7 COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: Not that that wouldn ' t 

8 be an tsaue in my mind that you could debate . I don't 

9 wa nt a re co rd that I'm supporting something f or a 

10 dif~erent reason than I did. 

1 ! CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a comment that I'd make 

l 2 on H . . 1 guess. I f there 1sn·t a technology. I really 

t~ hat~ to see all SO o r 7S filings juat for an 

extens1 o n l! there 1s some way we could certi fy the r e 

1~ 10 n o techno logy and extend lt a s we come u p towards 

.~ :ha: year, I'd wel co~e that solution rather than go 

:7 through this with tn1s many o f them. I, pe r sonally, in 

:& my o wn m1nd. cann t see a solution whe n Je ' re going to 

l h av~ ~ult:ple co~ panles 1 n number p o r cao1l1ty . lt 

20 b oggl es my ~.nd t ~ see how that's even going to happe n 

., . . . 

.. ., ~. 
that you co~la end up with any kind of toll 

So : - guAss1n9 when we come up to the 

~3 yenr, w~·:e st.I? n o t QO&ng to have a solu:10~ . and I' 

~4 r.ot loo k1ng t o war d to requ1rin9 all of yo u ·· ! mean 

2 5 thlt's ·he ~a~e o ! a ~ureaucrat to !1le tha t many 



l pieces o f paper. So if we can find , way to 

2 consolidate it at that time, I would welcome any 

3 suggestions. That's all I have . 
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4 MR. HEASTON: J have Mr . Lehner available 

5 here, and we d o have a couple questions to ask him. 

6 JON LBBNSR, 

7 called as a witness, being first duly s worn , 

8 was examined and testified as follo ws: 

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 
10 BY MR. HEASTON: 

ll o. Mr. Lehner, in our applicat i o n we described 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

the issue of eliminati ng multi-part y services and going 

to single part y s erv ice throughout US West service 

areas. Can y ou update the Commission on the status of 

that cons1scenc with what we·ve already put in the 

application? 

A. Yes . As o f October 31 of this year the 

number o f multi-party or two- and fcur - party custo mers 

in US West's territory 1s 612. 612. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : What was t he date o n that, 

21 Jon? 

22 A. As of 10-31 -9 7. 

23 Q. And what can you tell the Commissi on about 

21 our cont i nu ing e ff ort t o eliminate the multi-party 

25 service? 
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l A. The plan r1gh t n o w is t o e l1minate all of 

l those 612 e x cept ! o r S2 of them . And the t1me frame 

l ! o r th a t will be by the end o f the second q ua r ter , 

4 wh1ch l suppose we coul d put for a date of 6 ·30 o f 

s '98 . So a ll but S2 o f Lhose will be completed by 6-30 

6 of '98 . 

7 And wh a t about the remaining S27 

8 A . The rema1n1ng S2 are e x t re mely h19h cost 

9 upgrades . And until o ther technology or other means 

1 0 become a•,a 1l a ble. there are no plan s right no w. We 

1 1 

12 

have no plans to move ahead wi th thos e S2. 

o . W1th th t we still b e lieve thaL it is 

ll appro priate f o r u@ t o·· we still bel1eve the wa iver i• 

14 appro pr1ate 1n th1s c a se; 1s t ha t co rrect? 

A . That 10 co rrect. 

MR. HEASTON: That's all the quest ions 1 

l ? I h v•. 

l8 MS. W!ES7 : Ms. Cremer ? 

!7 CRQSS· EXAMINA, ION 

Z BY MS. CREMER 

~ 1 Q . Mr . Lehner. whe re are those S2 located? Are 

~2 :h•y spread throughout. o r are they 1 n a spec1 f ic a r e a, 

23 do you kno w? 

A . I could read them o ff for y ou. There' s about 

25 a dozen e x ch~nges Or 1 coul d give you a l a te· f1led 



69 

1 ~xhibit . Let me just read them off. Arlington 1s 

2 four; Belle Fou r che , s i x; De Smet , f ou r ; Huron, three ; 

3 Lake Preston, one. 

4 CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you wa nt t o sta r t 

5 o vet 

6 A . Ar lington, four; Belle Fou rche, s i x ; De Smet, 

7 four; Huron, c h ree; Lake Pres ton, on e ; Madison, t wo; 

8 Milbank . f our; Pie rre, t wo; Redfield, t wo; Sisse ton, 

9 si x ; Spearfish, t wo ; Volga. f i ve; Wa tert o wn, ten; 

10 Yankton, one. 

11 

12 

l) 

o. ts there a parti c u l a r reason? Is it like 

Anaconda l1 ne o r some th ing? 

A. I t ' s a combina tion of many fa cco ra , bue y ou 

1 4 mean a s far as the 52 are concerned? 

1S 

16 

o. 

A. 

Yes. 

It's a combina tion of ma ny fa cto r s. 

17 tal ki ng a bout feeder d1srribut 1on, we ' re tal k ing about 

18 1n some cases a PAIR GA! N systems l 1ke An a conda tha t 

19 would nee d to be rep l a c ed . 

20 MS . CREMER : Okay . That 's a ll the quest .ens 

21 

22 

2) 

2 4 

25 

I have. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : Have y ou investigated any 

othe r technical soluc1onG o ther than to a etngle party 

ocher tha n line e xt ens io n? 

A. You mean in order c o prov ide a sing l e party 
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1 se r vice t o these customers? 

CHt. IRMA ~: BURG : Yes. 2 

l A . Yes . I chink the answer is we a r e const a n t l y 

4 looking ~o r a c heape r wa y to d o this because in some 

5 cases. Comm i ss i one r, we're t a l k ing about ove r $100,000 

6 to u pgra de a s i ngle customer , a nd it just doesn't ma ke 

7 s ense c o do that . And the answer would s eem t o lie 

e probably in some form o f wireles s , but so far the 

9 w1reless technologies, whether then s a tellite or fi xed 

10 wJreless, are stil l pretty e x pensive . I see t hat as 

11 the u l c1mace s o lution, though, to some o f the s e . 

12 CHA:RMAN BURG: I ' m g o 1nq t o move t o grant 

13 the wa iver. 

1 .; MS. WIE ST: Just a seco nd. Do the 

:s Comm1ss1 o ners have any ocher ques t i o ns ? As o p p osed t o 

16 the o ther o nes. : ·m g o ing co have t o a s k y ou some 

17 questions to verily things that were 1n the appli c at i on 

l8 be c ause that was &!gned by Mr . Heaston. :t wasn't 

?9 signed b y a ~ ltness with a n at!1dav1t , as al l the 

20 o thers were . So bea r with me ! o r a second . 

21 A. l've ne~er trusted hts signa tu r e - lther . 

22 MS w:ES7 · First one, d o es US West provid e 

23 voice g r ade a ccess to the public s w1 tched net work to 

2 ~ all 1n its servi c e area? 

25 A . Yes. 
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l 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

A . 

MS. WIEST : And does i t provide loc a l usa ge? 

Yes . 

MS. WIEST : Do you pro vide dual tone 

multi-freq~ency sign a lling o r ice functional 

equiva lent? 

A. Yee . 

MS. WI EST: 

8 emergency services? 

9 A. Yee. 

10 MS. WIEST: 

11 services? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WI EST: 

12 

13 

1 ~ 

ls 

16 

i ncere x change se rv ice? 

A. Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 

17 directory assistance? 

:a 

19 

A . Yee. 

MS. WIEST: 

Do you provide a ccess to your 

Do you provide a ccess co operator 

Do you p r o v ide access c o 

And do y ou provid e access co 

And you've already t a lked about 

20 toll cont r ol and the waiver. Do you ~rov1de or are you 

21 able co provide toll blocking? 

22 A . Yes . 

23 MS. WI EST: Then 9ect1n9 back to your r eques t 

2'1 f o r the waiver on single par ty service, I kno w 1n you r 

25 appl c a tion you tal ked about the ones that you have no 

,, 



l 

2 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

l l 

1 2 

t3 

14 

15 I : (. 

,, I 
• d I 
~ !r 

I :' O 

., . 
~ . 
2~ 

:: 3 

2 .; 

25 

72 

p l ans . you kno w, o t pro viding ser v ice due to the cos t 

a nd everyth1. n g. My problem, I guess, is that l don• t 

see that there is any de minimus exception within the 

FCC rules with res pect to s1.ngle pa rt y serv1.ce . Have 

yo u been g ranted any of thi s type o f de m!n1mus 

e x cep tton to that r equirement, d o you kno w, in any o f 

the o ther states ? 

A . I a m no t aware . 

MS . WI EST: And what l 'm getting at is that 

IL appears. a c c o rding t o the FCC rules and I• m 

l ooking at 4 7 54 . l Ol l c J , that 1n o r de r to gran t any 

additi o nal time to comp le te net work upgrade s f o r sing le 

party o r enha nc ed 911 o r toll l11111t a t1on, that the 

Commlso1 o n does in !act have to set a time period f or 

y o u to complete tho se net wor k upg ra des. 

con~ent1 o n that we d o no t ? 

ts y our 

A. l wo uld n o t make that c ontention . I• m 901 ng 

to let my att o rn e y arg ue w1th you about that . 

MS W!ES7 w-- : 1. then, I do have a couple 

1:1 :he : qu e st ions . ~y o t. ,f' r quest 10 n 1s o n service 

Jre And l t 1s al so a req u irement o ! the state 

C ~m, esi o n t o des:g nate service areas as opposed to 

st u dy areas f o r n o nru ral telecommunica t ions companies. 

F.rst o f all, y o u would agree that y ou are a no nrural 

t e !econmun1 c ac1 o ns c o mpany? 
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A. Yes. 1 

2 

3 

MS. WIEST: 

96- 4 S issued 9 · 29 · 97, 

And in the FCC's public notice 

it does state that we must send 

4 to USAC the names of the ETC's and the designated 

s service areas for nonrural ca rr ie rs no later than 

6 December 31st, 1997 . And I know you made some 

7 refere n c e t o these things In your applica tion. but l 

a d on't th i nk yo u really told us what yo u want your 

9 servi c e area t o be . Be c a u se the FCC has told us that 

10 we better n o t adopt your study area as you r service 

1 1 area f o r large ILEC' s. Do you have servic e areas fo r 

12 your c o mpany that you want the Commission to adopt at 

13 th is t i me ? 

1 .; A. Well, l suppose that -· and, Bill, jump in 

15 here, I guess, t o he l p me wi th th . s . llut I suppose 

1 6 t ha t o ur servi c e area ought to be o ur exchanges in che 

17 s ta t e o f So u t h Dakota . No w, the study area is a 

18 d i ff e rent i ssue and that has not been de t ermined yet. 

1 9 But I wo uld ch i nk that o ur servir.e area wo uld be ou r 

2 0 exc hanges that we serve 1n the state of South Dakota. 

21 MR . HEASTON : If I may from a legal 

22 standpoint. there 1s no definition yet; and certai ly 

2 3 o ur servi ce area would be tho se areas within which we 

24 are authorized to provide the supported servic~s. 

25 MS . WIES T: Right. An d that's my question . 
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l MR. HEASTON: F rom a genera l perspective , I 

2 guess. 1! that•s what you•re look1ng ! o r 1s what you 

J would des1gnate t o the FCC woul d not be anything 

4 o,ts1de the area where we•re autho r1zed or cert i fied to 

S provide •erv1ce. When 1t comes to where the a r eas a r e 

6 going to be that would be where the services would b e 

7 supported by a universal service f und, wh ether it's 

8 high cost or low income or lib r a r ies or whatever 1t 

s happens to be, y ~u k now, that's an area that's 

10 cu rrently under debate depending upon which prox y coa t 

l l model 10 going co be a ccepted. 

:2 I ar~ •ome~nat vag~e on thAt term 

:, ro~miss1on has not done and nor 

And so that's why we 

b e cause what this 

has the FCC come out 

1 4 with any f1nal dec1s1on as to what model it is going to 

:s a ccept. So I thin k 1f we' r e required to take a look a t 

!6 a ·a~rv1ce area,• : would dolt f rom the st a ndpoint o f 

17 w~at Jon - to co~ply w1'h the law . :f that's what 

:e we ·r~ looking tor, t o comply with tne FCC requirement. 

!t : ·h:nk that's wh • we wou ld look at 1s an are a , 

20 ·hou9h , n o :arger t~an a n e xchange area. which we would 

equate to a wire cente r o r an e xchange 1rea . 

~~ have however many a1e on tha t . 

And we 

He how many e x changes do you 

Gt~l! have? 

MR. HEASTON: It's on t he li s t we sub mitted. 
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l A. I c an 't answer that exact l y . lt's 

2 app r o x imate ly 35 . 

3 MS. WIEST : lt would be a tta ched ? 

4 M~. HEASTON: It's o n our e x hi b i t to ou r 

appl ica tio n. 5 

6 

7 

a 

MS. WI EST : So ho we ver many wi t h the 

amendment the th re e tha t were mi ssed. That 's how many 

service areas you wou ld li ke the Comm iss ion to 

9 deoJgnace for US Wes t at this time? 

10 A. I guess l'm n o t sure whe ther we wo uld wa nt t o 

ll designate each e xchange. 

12 MS. WIEST: My pr o b l em is we are suppo sed to 

13 tell the FCC by Dec ember 31st what y o u r des i gnated 

14 service are a 1s. 

15 A. Then I suppos~ we ought to d o it exchange by 

16 e xchange. 

17 

18 

:9 

about it 

MS. WIEST: 

MR. HEASTON: 

f f you want mo re time to think 

Yes, l thin k l would. I mean 

20 this is not something thac•s come up 1n the o cher two 

21 states t hat I"ve d one this in , and 1 bad the same basic 

22 app l ication . I will have to -- I will do a l ate - filed 

23 e xhibit on that if I coul d wit h a n aff idavit from J on . 

24 MS. WIEST: Okay . 

25 MR. HEASTON: What are you re l y ing o n agai n, 

I 
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Rolayne? 

MS. WIEST: Ac tually vhat as far as the FCC's 

public notice that was docket 96· 4 5 DA 97·1892 issued 

9 · 29 · 91. 

MR . HEASTON: 1892. 

MS . WIEST, And I'm &lso relying on 

7 paragraphs 185, 192, 193 o ! the FCC' s universal service 

8 order. 

MR. HEASTON: 197, 175. 

MS . WIEST: 157 o r 

MS . CREMER : 185, l92 . 

9 

10 

l l 

12 MS. WIEST, The d ocket number for the FCC 

1 3 universal service 

1 4 MR . HEASTOS : Not tne docket number but the 

15 orde r number. the o rder number. 

l ., MS . w: EST· Okay I was loo)t1ng at 185, 192 

17 and paragraph 

18 MR . HEASTON: got those. Was lt FCC 

:r. 97 :57'? 

2CI MS. ~I£ S7 : s1. :- 1ght. 1\nd the ocher ch1ng 

21 you m19ht want to addre ss 1n paragraph 185 , fo~ 

2l exBmpl e. 1t d oes soy ~fa state PUC adopts its existing 

23 se:-·nce a:-eaoi fo:- !a:-ge !LEC's, their study area, this 

2 , would erect s1gn.!1cant barr i ers to entry. We are also 

2S encouraged t o cons1de :- designating service areas that 
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l require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not 

2 t radi tionally served. 

3 MR . HEJ.STON: Yes. And, see, this -- what 

~ the problem this causes is where you h ave not 

5 considered a nd h a ve le f t to the FCC to dete r mine how 

6 that's go i ng to be modeled from a proxy standpoint . 

7 And, yes, we are advocating smaller geograph ic elements 

8 than the wire center for universal high cost support 

9 but I do not have a South Da kota speci!ic look because 

10 this Commission decided not to do their o wn earlier 

ll this -- a couple months ago, as o pposed to Wyoming and 

12 Nort h Dakota where I do have that because those t wo are 

13 looking a c doing cheir o wn, or auggesting their o wn 

l~ cost study. So I do have the sm, tl grids, as we call 

15 it, and I could identif y that for you. 1 cannot 

16 identi fy anything smaller than right now than a wire 

17 c enter. 

1 8 

! 9 

MS . WIEST : 

MR. COIT: 

Okay . 

Exc use me, may I comment briefly 

20 on this? And I understand that I'm not a party but I 

21 do believe it was my understandi ng today that t he whole 

22 issue of disaggregated service areas for Us West o r 

23 any other company may come up. But r would l i ke tc say 

2~ we certainly have an interes t in the issue. And I 

25 th ; nk that the FCC rules indicate that ·· the orders 
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l and the rules indicate tha t before changing an e x isting 

2 service area, that the Commission at the state level 

3 needs Lo find that 1t•s consistent with universa l 

serv1ce requiremen t s. So I think 1t's a really 

s i nvol ved -- i nvo lves a lo t more than the r eview o f 

6 a c t ually look!ng at £TC se1v1ce obl igation s . You're 

7 talking about making changes in a US West service a r ea 

a that cou ld s19nif1cantly change the level o[ support it 

9 might receive under a federal universal service ~und. 

1 0 Oec1,ions o n US West service area disaggregation and 

11 so f o rt h cou ld certainly impact rural telephone 

! 2 compan i es as we ll. And I guess going int o this 

13 proceeding i t was o ur understanding that there are 

1 4 ce r t ain established inc umbent LEC service areas. and we 

!.5 d1d:, t und~:"'st and. : guess. that we - · that. the t ssue 

:6 , i:1 this U S West docket o r any of the other ones would 

1 7 b~ w ~:h regard t o d1sa99re9at1ng &e rv1 ce areas . 

1 a MS. WIE ST: I'm not t a lking about 

:~ d-saggre9at 1ng se rvi ce areas . And! think y ou have to 

Z C recogni ze the d1sc1nct1 o n that was mate between 

2: ~o nrwr a ls and :"" ura l cornpan1~s w ith respect t o serv1ce 

2:' are a . rf we wan r to look at d oing anything to rural 

., --. o ~pan1es wi t h respect t o d1sa9gregac1on, we hav e to 

spec1!!cally petitio n the FCC . That's all I'm talking 

25 about. and that 's the reason why I only brought up this 



1 issue with respect to US West. And it's jus t my 

2 understanding the Commission does have to do the 

3 se r vice area in order for US West to get your 

4 universal service money. 
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5 MR. HEASTON: If I could have until whatever 

6 date wa s suggested earlier on getting the addit ional 

7 affidavits in, I' ll have a recommenda tion f o r you from 

8 us West o n that . 

9 MS. WIEST: Okay. Are there a ny other 

10 questions o f this witness? One more ques t ion, 

11 Mr . Lehner. Do y ou ha ve any observation to what 

12 Mr . Best suggested as advertisi n g requirements for yo ur 

13 company? 

l q A. l'm no t sure that I underst ood exac t ly what 

1 5 he wa s requiring. If the requirement is t o advert i se 

16 t t o n c e a yea r in the newspaper, t don't th ink we have 

17 a problem wit h that . 

1 8 MS . WIEST: And gett i n g back c o s i ngle party 

19 service ts high cost , the only barr i er is to provid e 

20 o ingle party se rv ice to c ho se 5 2 c ustomers? 

21 A. Yes . 

22 MS. WIEST : Is it also us We sc•s po sit ion 

2 3 that the s e tt l ement agreement that you've stated is 

2, suspended concerning single party s e rv ice no longer 

25 applies where r believe y ou stated y ou would have 

I 
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1 single party service t o a ll customers by the year 2000? 

2 A . Had t he 121 1nvest=e n t p r ogram continued , I 

3 would h ave been out here t a l ki ng t o the sta f f and to 

4 yo u a b o ut these anyway . because as we honed d o wn to 

5 ao=e t o the last !ew o n s o me o f these exchange a, 1.t 

6 bec a e e o bviou s tha t this was this is f o o lish to 

7 spend that k1nd o f money with the cu rrent technol ogy . 

8 Just doesn't mak e any sense . 

9 MS . WIEST : Tha t 's a ll I have. Mr . Heast o n . 

10 yo u ~1ght also wa nt t o address the question o ! whether 

11 the Comm1ss1on has the a utho rity to pro v1 de any de 

12 m1n1~us exception to the single party without putting 

13 the time l ine on lt . 

MR. HEASTON: I don't know that de m1nimus i~ 

:s the issue, but I d o think tha t y ou could p ut a time 

: 6 l in e o n l t a nd make it renewable that we wo uld have t o 

l 7 CO!:'<> ~ n . ! think what the rule would allow you t o do 

18 1s r e qu i re us t o come i n o n a regularly - scheduled 

: 9 basis , ~ aybe annually, maybe semi - annually, t o update 

20 t h e Comm1ss 1on o ! where we are technol o g y w1 s e in tak i ng 

21 c are o f these l as t 52 . Tha t would be my p osit ion on 

J2 t h1s i s that that puts a time limit on and it makes it 

" 1 'd r i ven by the t e c hnology and the affordability o f it. -. 
2 .; MS. WIEST : Okay . Any o ther q uesti o ns? 

25 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: l have a question 
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1 o f Mr. Lehner . And the reason 1 have a q u e stion 1s 

2 b e cause in your amended appl ication you might have 

J addressed it, however, I d o n't have a copy o f that a nd 

4 I apologize. But you addressed in here and yo u have a n 

5 exhibit o n your o r iginal appl ication that regards 

6 Liceline, Link Up . And bas ic a ll y what i t is it's yo ur 

7 tar iff , or a p~ge that looks like a tariff page t o me. 

8 No w, u S West r eall y i ntend s to comp l y wit h the 

9 Commis s ion o rd e r in Li feline, Link Up? 

10 A . Absolutely . 

11 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I need to know 

12 that. 

13 A . And t hat page d oesn't a pply a ny more. 

COMMISSJONER SCHOENFELOE~ : Thank you. 1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

24 

2S 

MS . WIEST : Any o ther que s t ions? Thank you . 

COMMISSIONER NE LSON: I guess I have a 

question. You know, you -- when you were talking abo ut 

why you shouldn' t have to prov ide this single p a rty 

systems f o r t hese areas that you l isted like Spea rfish 

and ?1erre and all the list that you went through ·-

A . Yes. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Why woul d i t -- it 1ust 

seem s we i rd to me that it wo uld be that expens i ve to 

pro v l de those servi c es in some areao. Like Pierre and 

Hu r ,~ . those are pret t y ·- l mean can y ou expla i n that 



l 

2 

) 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

• t 

12 

13 

14 
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to me a little bit because I find that a little odd. 

A. The high cost we're talking about in many 

cases, nGt only replacing, we're talking about 

customers that were engineered probably back in the 

oixties and seventies to mul t 1· party service with no 

1ntent1on o! hav1ng single party service. So we're 

talk ing in many cases miles and miles of distribution 

cable, some c ases si x pair, 11 pa1r, maybe even greate r 

pair . So we're talking about now having to repl a ce 

that cable wi th probably 50 pair or a hundred pai r 

c able . And we're also talking about many cases whe re 

at the end of that c ab le we h a ve to extend what some 

peopl ~ w1ll c all a drop, what I call a pair o f wires , 

sometimes several miles. And 1n order to provide 

single party service •· well, I take that back i n that 

!6 case. The drop piece o! that will be o kay, I wa s 

17 th ink i ng o! 1f they have more than ~ne line. But we're 

18 tal king about d1scr1but1on c able, we're talk1ng about 

19 feQder, and we're ta:k:ng 1n some cases abou t PAIR GAIN 

:o systems that are Just plain !ull. I'm talking abo ut 

21 systems that you've h~ard like Anaconda that are 901ng 

22 to need to be replaced. lt's e xpensive. 

23 COMM: SS!OK£R NELSON : I guess 1 n my m1nd it 

2 4 seems to me that cost proh:b1t1ve I didn't exactly 

25 env1s1on exactly what you were Just explaining to me 



83 

1 be c a use I was thi nk i n g maybe these l i nes had t o b e r u n 

2 o u t mil es and miles and mi les and t here's nobo dy out 

3 t here o r s o met h i ng . But i f this is i n a fairl y 

.; popula t e d a re a, and i t do e s n• t s eem I :> me t ha t these 

5 peop le s hould have t o live wi t h jus t t wo par Ly 

6 telephon e sys tem whe n mos t o f the world d o e sn't, a s we 

7 know it in South Dakota, doesn 't ha ve t o do tha t 

8 

9 

lC 

11 

12 

13 

1q 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

bec a use t h e lines are all f i ll e d u p . r mean l'm 

look ing f or some rea s on wh y t hat' s accept a ble, 

especi a ll y whe n some o f t hose li t tl e compa nies are 

sa y ing tha t they got mayb e three o r f ou r peo p l e left 

tha t they d on 't ha v e t hat service f o r a nd they've made 

every e f fo r t to say, wel l, we wan t a wa i ve r b u t we wi ll 

do it b y the end o f the year o r what e ver . 

~ - I think that most of the compan i e s you've 

been listening to up until now -- a nd I obv iously c a n ' t 

speak for them, but I thin k you' r e tal k ing abou t 

engineering that wa s done proba b ly 15. 20 years ago in 

most of these compa n 1es· c a ses where t h e y at t h e time 

spent che mone y to do that. We did not do cha t. we 

provided distribution s y stems t hat w~ r e literally 

22 designed not co p r ovide single pa rty se r vice. The r e 

23 a r e dlfferent fund1ng mecha nisms a nd diffe r ent 

24 requirements that we've h a d. They' v e h a d the ability 

25 to spend that kind o f money and recover i t . No w, I c an 
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1 spend Sl00,000 or SlS0,000 or 50,000, wha tever it 1s, 

2 to do these, but somewhe re that has to be recovered a nd 

3 it isn't going to be recovered f r om a customer. That 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

. ' 

12 

customer isn't going tc pay for that. 

CO MM ISSI ONER NELSOS : It seems to me this 

flies 1n the !ac e o ! what the gove r nor's bil l said l as t 

year . r mean here we're talk i ng making available high 

techno logy to everybody 1n South Dakota. Basically 

that's what the bill s ays. And we're talk i ng here some 

people that aren't even g oi ng to have single party 

telecommun ication 1n th i s state . 

A. 

!3 cost 1s. 

Comm1ss1one r. a ll I can tell you is what t he 

And I think that's · · J think that's, unless 

l 4 the re's a recovery mechanism, it woul d make no sense to 

15 spend that kind o f mone y . And l certainly wouldn't 

16 :-e commend 1t . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The question I have 1n the 

:a L£C industry when we have these kind o f situat1o ns o nce 

!~ in a ..., h1le there's ano~he r provider that is close r that 

:o can do ~t . Woul d that be the case to any o ! these? 

21 Wc~! d that be u :-eas o nable solution ever? 

;.. . Yes , lt wou ld. And, Commissioner, if there 

23 !Sany company 1n this r oom tnat would like to s erve 

24 .:iny o ( these 52, I ...,ould be happy to negotiate. 

25 CHAlRMAN BURG : I think maybe when we' r e down 
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1 to S2, we ought to get a list o f those names and see i f 

2 we could wo rk it out. I share wha t Counsel has said . 

3 I'm not ou re we c an make the e x c ept ion. I k now that 

~ US West·s counsel has given us what I call a sho rt 

S t • rm one, that i n o ther wo rds, we could g i ve the waiver 

6 f o r a limited period o f t ime, but I don't kno w that•s 

7 a n indef inite s olution and we pro bably ought to wo rk •· 

8 look at working together to me et a n d fine the solution 

9 t om et the FCC r ule s I th ink i f we c an . But s o man y 

lO maybe. I guess. what I woul d like c o request 1s the 

11 a ctual name and locat ion o i tho Ge S2 f iled a t some 

12 time. 

13 not. 

14 

I don't c are whether it 's part o f this doc ket o r 

A . 

1S 

16 thank you. 

l t hink that c an be pro v1 led . 

MS. W!EST: Any othe r questions? If not, 

17 CHAIRMAN BURG: I suppose we do need some 

18 type of waiver in order to grant them an ETC status. 

19 MS. WIEST: Sorry, f o r wh ich now? 

20 CHhl RMAN BURG : Fo r singl~ party. 

2 : MS. WIEST: At this t ime staff has a w1• ness 

22 on this case first. 

23 MS. CREMER : Sta ff woul d call Harlan Bes t. 

2 4 HARL AN BSST , 

2S called as a witness, being p rev iously s worn, 
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was e x amined and cestified as f ollows: 
2 

PiRECT EXAMINATION 
3 BY MS. CREMER : 

q 
o. Harlan were you the analyst assigned to 

s TC97-l63, us West's appl1cac1on? 

6 A . Yes. 

7 

8 West ? 
And have y ou rev1ewed that application by US 

9 A . Yes. 

10 

ll 

12 

And would you agree with Mr. Lehner when he 

testified ear11er that they me t all the require ments of 

~ 7 CFR S .; · 101? 

l 3 
A . That they have met chose? 

H Yes . 

:s 

16 
A. YeB, wjch the d1scussion cha t we've had on 

s1n91e party. 

!7 I : e 

~, I 
Rtght. Okay . 

And at your reco~mendation for 

adv~rt1s ~ng. wo uld tr.at be the same for US West as it 

was ~or ~he o :hers? 

2 C I A . YPS. 

21 

22 

23 

And what would your recommenda t ion be for the 

Comm:ss1on 1n def1n1ng a service area for US West? 

A. :c would be the w1re cente r . 
2 .; 

25 

MS. CREMER: 
That's all the questi o ns I would 
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2 

3 

4 

MS. WIEST: Any q uestions. Ms. Wilka? 

MS . WlLKA: No quest ions . 

MS. WI EST : Comm issioners : 

CHAIRMAN BURG: The que stion 1·d have is 
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, baaed o n that, should we not ·· I mean is th is ·· what 

6 dot c a ll 1t? la this a d ocument that 1s f il e d 1n 

7 these hea ri ngs? 

8 MS. CREMER : Yes. 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I think we ought to 

10 cor rect that e xh i bit to put n o o n eac h o f those that 

11 we 've made a waiver f o r on the singl e party because I 

1 2 bel i eve the answer is no and we ' v e made a wa i ver to 

13 satisfy that. 

14 MS. CREMER : Okay . 

I, CHAI RMAN BURG: Since that's filed . 

16 COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not mo ved 

17 f or a waiver i n that area. have we ? 

1 e CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, ! o r si x months on one 

lS other company . 

20 MS. WIEST : We have t wo s i ng le party waivers 

21 so far, but US Wes t we haven't moved yet ; r ight? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG: But i f we d o and f or any we 

23 d o. since he's a witness o n the stand and this is his 

2 4 document, I think that th is d ocument should be 

2, correc ted to reflect, no, they d o not meet that t o 
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l co i nci d e with ~he w~i ve r s we 've gi ven. 

MS . CREMER: Okay . 2 

3 CHA IRMAN BURG : I guess I d o n't k now . What 

~ d o we need t o d o to ma k e sure that correc tio n i s made ? 

s MS . WIEST : I believe there are three 

6 compa ni e s t hat d o no t a t th is time pro v i de s i ngle pa r t) 

7 service, so all they wo uld h a ,e t o do i s c h a nge tha t 

8 yes t~ no ! o r tho s e St a tel i ne , Venture, a n d US West; 

9 r ight ? 

1 0 CHA I RMAN BURG: And t he tes t i mo ny o n the 

11 re co rd 1s ade quate to a ccomp l i sh t hat ? 

12 MS. WIEST : Ye s . 

1 3 CHA I RMA ~ BURG: Ok ay . Tha t• s a 1 1 I 

14 wo nde r e d . 

15 MS. WI EST : So how man y wi r e c enters d oes US 

16 West have ? 

17 A. 38. 

l 8 MS . WI EST : 38. Thank you. Any other 

19 qu e st i o ns o ~ this witne s s? 

MS . Ci<EMER: No. 2 0 

21 MS . W!EST : ~o ul d y ou li k e to admit th i s 

2 2 do c k e t f o r t he purp o ses o f thi s d ocke t? Be f o re I o nl y 

23 admitted it f o r the o ~ner d ockets . 

2 , MS. CREMER: Ac tual l y l wa sn't g oi ng t o mo v e 

25 i t int o t hi s one b e c a u se peo ple tes t i fi ed t o it, s o I 
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l d i dn't really need ic in mi ne . 

2 move it. 

Bue I can certainly 

MS. WIEST: tc •s up c o you . 

MS. CREMER, We don't need it in this docket. 

5 MS. WIEST, 

6 w1tness? Thank you. 

Any other questlons of this 

Anything e lse from any of the 

7 parties? Ac c h i s cime I bel i eve the Commiss ion will 

8 t ak e these matters under advisement . We are wa iting 

9 for some l ace - f i led exhi bits i n some dockets. and it 

10 w1ll be possible that perhaps c he Commiss ion will make 

11 the decisi o n s either at a Commission meet i ng o r at the 

12 December 2nd hear ing o n s om~ other related ETC 

13 d ockets. Are there any questions fr om a n ybo dy o r any 

14 comments? 

15 MR . COI T : 1 ;,1ould just, f o r che record. like 

16 to f o rmally requ e st that the Commissio n designate ea c h 

17 of the -- based u p o n the reco rd, the aff i davits yet to 

18 be submit t ed, thac che Commis s io n de s igna te ea ch of the 

19 rural telephone compan i es. SOJTC member companies, as 

20 ETC's a n d that t helr st udy areas be d esignated as che 1r 

21 service area. That's a ll l have . 

12 MS. WIEST: Thank you. That will close ::. he 

23 he11 1 ing 

2~ ( THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P . H .) 

25 
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STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA I 
) 

COUNTY OF HUGHES ) 

90 

l , Lori J. Grode, RMR , Notary Public, in .and 

5 ! o r the St a t e of South Dakota, d o hereby c er ti fy that 

6 the above hearing . pages l th r ough 8 9 , inclusive. waa 

7 recorded stenograph1cally by me and reduced t o 

B typewr1t1ng . 

9 : FURTfER CERT I FY that the f o regoing 

: o lranacr1pt o( t he said hea ring 1s a true and correct 

11 transcript o : the stcnograph1c n o tes at the time and 

FURT H£? CER,lFY that l am not a re lative or 

: ~ e~ployee or at torr.ey o r counsel of any of the parties. 

:5 nor l relat:ve or employee of such a tto rney or counse l, 

:e or :.r.anc1 a l1y inte rested directly or 1nd1rectl y in 

!7 t::1s actto:: 

• e IN W[TNESS WH EREOF, t have hereunto set my 

:9 har'.1 and sea! o ! o f~1 ce a t Pierre, South Da kota, thi s 

:st d a y o ! Dl'cee-o,. r . 1997 . 

., . 

• . ' 
~c1 . J. Gr ode, RMR 
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[Ji]@ (605) 397,231S • P.O Bo• 260 • GrOIOI> SO 57 .... S.0260 

Juno 16 , 1997 

Hr . Harlen Boat 
Pixed U\ llataea D1vLsaon 
SO PUC 
500 F.ast Capa tol Ave . 
Pierro , SO 57501- 5070 

Ro: P1 l ln9 request tor " ETC" 

flarlon 1 

TC9?-083 

~ncloaed !~ my roquoat for Comm1saaon deea9not 1on to bo come 
on Eligible Toloco111oun1c atione Cor r lor (BTC) !or the 
oxchan9oa served as shovn on t ho oppl&cotion . 

Ac cent Commun1catao ns (ACI) l s a subsl.du1ry comp any of Jac,es 
Val l ey Coopor otlv a Telephone Company . 

Your attont aon to th1a mat t er i a greatly a ppr oclo t od . 



TC97-083 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UT ILIT I ES COMM ISSION 

OF T H E STATE OF SOUT H DAKOTA RECEIVED 

IN TH.E MA T f ER OF THE REQUEST OFJ 
ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FORJ 
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE) 
TEt ECOMMUNICA TJONS CARRIER) 

JUN I 7 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBllC 
UTILITIES COhlMISSION 

REQUEST FOR ETC 
DESIGNATION 
f\OCKET TC97· 

Accent Communic-JIIOlb. Inc. ("ACI") pur,unnt to 47 Umrcd Suites Code Section 
214(c) and 47 Code of Federal Rcgula11on., Section 54.20 I hereby seeks from the Public 
Utilities Commi,sion ("Conum"'(ion") d~ignat1on a, :in "eligible 1clccommunica1ions 
currier" within the IOClll exchange areas 1.fmt coo,titutc it_, >e:rv1cc arcu, In ,uppon of thi.~ 
n::quc_o.1, ''ACI" offcn. lhc 'ollowing; 

I. Pum1an1 to 47 U.S.C. Section 214 (c) 11 i~ the Comn11ss1on·, n:spons1bili1y 10 
designate loc:il exchange carrier, ("LECs") as "o!ligiblc 1clccommunica1ion.~ currier.;" 
("ETCs"), or in other word.~. to dctenninc which LEC.~ have :is~umcd um,•crs:il M'f"'ice 
obligations consistent with the federal low and ,hould be deemed eligible 10 rt'ccivc 
(ederJI universal service: , uppon. At lea.st one eligible 1ckcommunic111ions carrier is 10 

be designated by the Commis.\ion for cuch scr ice nmi tn the State. Howc\'cr. in the = 
of areas served by "ruml tclcphone COl11j>anics", the Commission mJ1y not de ignntc more 
than one LEC ns an ETC without first finding 1ha.1 such nddiuon:il Jc:,,1gna11on would be 
1n the public i.ntcrcst. Under 47 CFR Section 54.201. beg.inning Janunry I. 19')8. only 
tclccommuni~tions carric" that have n::cci\'c:d dcs1gnn1lon from the Commis_~ion tu serve 
~ on eligible tclccommunic:uions curricr~witlun their service area will be eligible to 
receive federal univcr.wl service support. 

2. "AC!" 1, tJ1c fuc1h11cs-ba.sed cAclwngo: carrier prcM:ntly providing locul 
c.xchangc lckcommumcation.~ service.~ in the following exchanges: 

EXCHANGE PREFJX 
Bristol SD 492 
Dolnnd SD 635 
Frcdcnck SD 329 
Hecla SD 994 
N. Hccl3 SD 701-''92 
Mcllcuc SD 11117 

.
1
~ IXHII IT 

I 



"ACI .. 10 1t, knowledge 1, the onl} ,;uncr l~} prm1Jmg IOCJI exch:ingc 
1elccommun1ea11on\ \Cl'\I«~ m the abo,e 1dcn11ficd e , ch.inge anea, 

3 "ACI" m nccord w11h -17 CFR Sccuon 5-t. 101 offer.. the following loc:11 
exch.mge 1c!ccommunica11on.- service, 10 :ill cnn,umcr. throughout 11, \Cl'\ 1,c: ruea. 

• Voice gr-.idc :,ccc,, 10 the pubhc ,,...11chcJ nc:1,...orl , 
• Local exchange, sc1"'1cc free of pc1 mmu1e charge, under I Onl roted 

loc.11 "'" 11:e package 
• Dual J1al 1onc: mul11 -frcqucocy ,1J!n:tling: 
• Single pany ~l'\ICC. 
• Acee" 10 emergency sci'\ ice, ,uch J' !JI I or enh .. nccd 911 pubhc 

"'rv1cc~: 
. Acee\, lO opcnmr -el'\ ice,: 
• Acee,, 10 miere~change ~" 1cc. 
• Acee,, 10 dll'CClor)' 1"\l\l:lllCe, and 
• Toll blocking service 10 qualified 1., ,... .mconte con,urnc:r-. 

A, noted above, "ACI" doc, pnw1dc lUII hm1w1100 \Cl"tcc ut 1hc form of toll 
blocl mg 10 quahfy1ng conwrnc:r.. ho,...e,-cr. the .idd111onal 1011 hm11:u1on <.cl'\' ILc: of "toll 
control" 1-, defined 1n the new FCC un,ver..al -.cl'\ 1~e rul~ C-17 CfR Scc:uon ,S.i.-100(3)) b 
not provided • AC!" " nol awruc that a.ny locol exchange cnm cr m South l>akorn ha, a 
cum:nl capab1h1~· 10 provuk ,uch -tf\1cc. TIK' FCC gJ,·c no mdu."alu>n pnor 10 the 
rclc.i_-.c of th umve™kl .cl"1« order cFCC 97- IS7) 1h:u 1011 con1rol "ould be tm(>O\Cd .la' 

an ETC -.cl" 1cc, rcqu111:mcn1 a.nd. 10 our mlomw11on .-ml helter • .o a rc,u11. LEC, 
na1ton,...•1dc: :m: nol po,11,oncd 10 mJke 1he scntcc 11nmcd11t1ely availllhle In Ol'tl<:r fnr 
• ACr 10 provide Lhc 11Crv1cc. add111onnl ~gc lr,ldang and \lorngc .:apab1h1tc\ w,11 h.lvc 
10 be tn'ilalled in tb local ~w11chmg equipmenl Al m1mmutn. lhe -.Cl"tCC require, u 
,witching soflw:in: upgr.ldc and lll tht\ lime -ACI" ,~ tn\'l°\1tg111mg and :u1empc1ng 10 
dctcrrmnc "hcthcr lite nece.-swy wftWlln: ha. bn!n dc,·elopcd .inJ "hen 11 might become 
avwlablc. Our swnch" on "EWSD" Siernc:n, and even the n10,1 rcccn1 gcncnc doc;. nOI 
have 1011 hmi1a1ion ~rv,cc. Our •uggc<t1on would be LI) hnvc debit c;ird ; vwtilb11i1y for 
the cu,tomc"' own control on 1oll ltnu1auon. 

Accordingly. "ACr ,~ r11ttd wi1h e.>1rcp11on11I c1rcu1mtancc, concerning 1h ab,ltt) 
10 mal(e the toll conln>I -.crv,ce av:ulnblc a., sci fonh in 11!.: FCC", univ,:rsal -.crvice rule!> 
a.nd mu~, request o waiver from the rcquircrnc:nt 10 prondc ,uch -.crvicc. Al th" umc. J 

,....ai\er for a period or one year " req~ed Pnor 10 lhe end of the one )"C~ pcnod. 
-Acr w,11 rcpon back 10 the Comm1\\1on w11h ,pcc1fic mformu1on 1nd1c~1,ng "hen the 
nece<.,ary network upgrade\ c-;ui be made wid <,crvtce Cll/l be mtldc :ivwlablc to ;i.\\~I lov. 
income cu,1orners. ·n1e Ctltnm1"1on may properly grunt u wu1vcr from the "mll con1rol" 
rcqu1rcmcn1 pur.,uant 10 47 CFR 54. IOl(c) 

4. "A<..r ha_, prcviou_,ly :ind will continue 10 :idvcnisc the a,,a1l:ib1h1y of 115 loc.al 
cxchW1gc !>CrYice!> in media of 11cnernl d1stnbu11on 1hroughou1 the exchange nrcJI' 'iCrvcJ 



Prior 10 this fihng. "AC!" h,L~ not generally advcni-ed thc: pnc~ charged for nil of the: 
3bovc-idcntificd ..crv1CC:~. It will do ,o going f01W111d m ucc.-ord w11h any spccil1c 
o,hcrtiMng s1undanh thlll the: Commis~1on may develop. 

5. Oa.-.cd on the foregoing. "ACI" rc,pedfu lly rcquc,11ha1 the CommM1on: 

(n) grllnt a tempornry W.Hver of the 11:q111rcmcnl lo provide , oil control" ~crvit'c: 
and 

(bl grunt an ETC dcsigmu,on 10 "ACI" covering nil or the: local , xch:111gc an:;is 

thul consu1u1e us present J1Crv1cc urea 

D.11cd 1hi.~ 16th duy of Jun.: . ICJ'J7. 

A~-ccm Commun1ca11ons, Inc. 

Climoo Hllllson. Manager 
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[Ji]@ (605) 397-2315 • PO 8oi 2fiO • Glocon. SO 5744$0260 

Oct.obor 7 , 1997 

Mr . camron Hoso c k, S t o f f At tv ., 

RECEIVED 

Ol I J ' 1~97 
sour· DA,.; 
Ullllr,fS -o·Qf,l\ PIJ6t1c 

"' M.\tf5StON 

Sou t h Dokoto Public Util1t1es Commlsslon 
Sta t o cap1tol 8 u1ld1n9 
500 east Copi t oJ Ave . , 
Plorre , SD 57501 - S070 

Re, ETC D c ket TC97 - 08 3 

Hr. Hosack, 

The tollow1n9 1a our r e sponse to you r queac l ona t o Hr. 
R1ch Colt~, SDITC involving Ll!e l !ne and Li n k Up 
sor v 1co and single party aerv!ce . 

Questlon I l 

As stotod 1n our orl9lnal request tor ETC sta tus , 
wo are prov1d1ng oll one party aerv lco aa of t h lo d at e 
and will cont 1nuo t o onlv p r ovide a1n9lo party servloo. 

Quosuon t 2 

"Accent Com•un.icat.1ons Inc ., (ACI) cur rently o!Co.r s 
L1!olino and L1nk Up local servi ce d1 scoun t s wlthln i t a 
e xchange oreoa . D09lnn1ng January J , 1998 , the programs 
w1ll be offer ed under now t o r •• l n occo r d w1 th t ho FCC 
ruloa , 47CrR 5 4.4 00 - 54 . 417 a nd any SDPUC d e cision• 
concer n i ng 1mp l omontotlon o f tho e x panded p r ogr am, .• 

Sincer ely , 

fl.LL_~ 
Cl i nton ffo nson , Mgr . 

cc : Kr . Mer le Hanson , Pros . 

_: IXHIIII' I .,. 
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[ii]@ 
1605) 397·2315 • PO Bo• 2fiO • GrO\Oft. SO ~7~o02E0 

Octobor 7 , 1997 

Mr. Hoeock , cont . 

"Kr. Merlo Hanson , P r os1dont of Accant Communicati ons 
lnc ., botnq t1rst duly s wo r n , states that ho 1s tho 
Pr oe~don t Cor t h roepondinq party , that ho h a s r ood tho 
t nttlal £TC appl,c ation and tho foro901 n9 statement , and 
tho ••mo 1a true co hts own be et knowledge , l n ! o rmat1on ....... ,,.· ~ 

STATE OP SOUTH OA~OTA ) 
counn OP &ROW?I ) 

;?2.g~ ' ·-
Kr. Korlo Hanson , Pree . 

/O- 7 - ?7 
dated 

On thts J+b day o! October 1997, b•!orr tao 
personally appea red Morla Hanson , known to mo to be the 
person doscribed horoin and who executed tho w1th1n 
instrument and acknowlod9od t o mo that ho hos e x ecuted 
tho samo , 

Nota r y Public 

Ky coma1osion expiros 

(SEAL) 



\6051 3117•2:JI!> • PO Bo, 260 • Groion SO 57.U>-0260 

Docomooc 16 , 1997 

Adcu.n.1.atratoc 
Un1vai:sf"l Ser-11.co /H!nun1strot.1on Company 
100 south Jo!!oc1on Roed 
Wh 1ppony , 9 J 07981 

sou 
ll 

t{fCEfVED 

OE I 

Re, Fil1n9 ~! Accent Com~unLcot1on1 Inc .' s L1!0!1~0 
ond L1n~ Up Plan 

Attn: Adm1n1st:otor 

IC o·, 

Enclosed 11 cho or191nol o! out Li le lino and L1nk Up P •n 
along v1th " Exh1b1t A" "' des 1qno ted by US.\C .ind Fi:c rulo1 
app l1cabl• to euc:h aor-.r•coa . 

Plooae rov1ov th1, as our requ1cement thot £TC ' ~ must aeot 
1n order to qual 1!y foe fodorol un1versol ae r v1co support 
be91cn1n9 January 1 , 1998 

Stnceroly , 

(}LL/~ 
Cl1n t on Han1on , M9r . 

~c, Sheryl Todd, FCC 
Secretory , FCC 
Bill Bullard, SOPUC 
R1ch Co1 t , SDtTC 



LIFELCNE AND LCNK UP PLAN 
OF ACCENT COMMUNIC.4TIONS, INC. 

TilC Acunr Communrcu11ons. Inc. ~ubmiu- 1his plan pursuant 10 47 CFR § 54AOJ(d). 
Autnt Communrcatfon Inc. h:1s been designutcd as :ui eligible tclc:communica11011$ c:ltricr by 
the Svu1h DJXO!:I Public U11lt11cs Conuru.ssion (''SDPUC) and. as such. muSI malcc Lifeline und 
l.mk Up service av:ulnble to qualifying low-1ncom: consumcn as sci fonh in lhc C"omrussion·s 
Final Ordtr am/ Drc,sum: Nm,c~ of Entry of Dui.tton dilled November 18. 1997. issued in 
Docket TC97-1SO Un the Maner or the 1n,·rniza11on 1m2 1hs: Lifeline. ar I Link Up Pro,wuns1. 
wluch 111 ;utachcd ~ Eith1b11 A • .1nJ con~1:.ten1 with 1hc criteria cstabli., led under 47 CFR §§ 
54.400 to 5-l.J 17. inclusive 

A. Cener:i I 

I. The Lifeline and l.mk Up progro~ :iss1\I qualified low-income consumers by 
providing for reduced monthly charge.~ and reduced connection charges for local 
telephone service. Tiie assiSlance applies to o. single telephone line at :1 qulllified 
consumer's principal I bee of residence. 

1. A qualified low-mcomc coMum:r is a iclcphonc subscriber who p.1,rticipa1cs in at lcast 
one of 1he following public !ISSistWKe progrn~: 

:i. Mcdic41d 
b. Food S1:unps 
c. Supplemental Sccuri1y Income ('>SI) 
d. Federal Public Housing A.;sistanc:c 
c. Low-lnc:omc Home Energy ,\ssbtancc Program (l..HEAP) 

J. A quuUficd low-income consumer 1$ eligible 10 rcc:cl\i: either or both Lifeline and 
Linlc Up assistance. 

4. Acunt Communica11ans. Inc. will advcn ise 1hc availab1lity of Lifeline :ind linlc Up 
services :md the charges thcfcfon: IL~ing medi3 of general distribution and in 3CCOn:I with 
nny rulcs 1hat may be developed by 1hc SOPUC for apphc:llion to eligible 
1clcconununic:1tions c.irricrs. 

5. In addiuon. Acct111 Communica11ons. /11c .. :is required by 1hc Final Ordu and 
Dtrislon: No1tce of Entry of Dtc1sion of 1hc SOPUC (Exhibit A}, will indic:uc: in it's 
:innu;il report 10 lhc SDPUC 1he number of subscribers within it"s 5c:rvicc :ircn receiving 
Lifeline :md/or Lmk Up ass,smn<-'I:. In addil t0n. 1his inform:11ion will be pro,idcd 10 the 
Umvcnnl Service Adminim:uivc: Company ( .. USAC"). 

6. JnformaMn a., 10 the number of .:on.~unir:r,; qualifying for Lifeline lnd/or Link Up 
a.-sist:incc cunno1 c:urrcn1ly be provided by Acctnt Comm11nicariont. Inc. bccllu.sc II h:i$ 

no access 10 1hc go,·cmmcni inform:uion necessary to determine how many of ''°' 
tckphunc ,-ub~cnhcr.. ..uc paruc:1p111mg in the above rcfcn:nccd public tb$1Srance 



programs. Without this information. Acctnt Communicarinns, Inc. CQMOt provide. at this 
time. even a rcasollllblc es1imu1e of the number of its subscribers who. :1f1ct January I. 
1998. will be receiving Lafcbne and/or Linlc Up service. l_nform31ion ;is to the number or 
ils low-income subscribers qlllllifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up cnn be provided aitcr 
3pplic:uions ior Lifeline and Link Up :i.'ISistancc hnve been received by Accent 
Communica11ons. Inc .. 

7 Lr accord with the SDPUC's Frnal Order and D!!cision: Notice of Emry of Dtcis,on. 
Accm1 Communrcarwns. Inc. will ni:ilce application fonm available to 1111 o r its e~isting 
residential customers. 10 all new customers when they apply for residcmial local 
telephone ,;crvicc . .ind to ocher persons or enutles upon their rc4ucs1. 

B. Lifeline 

I. Llfclinc service means a retail loc-,11 service offering for wluch qualified low,,ncome 
consumers pay rcductd charges. 

2. Lafchnc service mcludes voice grad: ace= to the public switched network. local 
usn1,,c. dual tone multr- frcqucncy signaling or its functional cquivllleot. sangfe,pany 
service or iu functiona_l cqu1,•alcm. :icccss to emergency scn •iccs. access to opem1or 
services. occcss 10 iniercxchangc 5ct'Vicc. jcccss to directory auis111ncc. nnd toll 
limiuuion. 

3. Qualified fow,income ~ubscribcrs nrc n:quircd 10 submit :i.n 11pplica1ion form in order 
to receive Lifeline service. In applying for Lifeline assistance. the subscriber mllSt c:cnify 
under penally of perjury that they ;uc currently p.inlcipatmg in :n lea.« one of thc 
qualifying public: .issistance programs listed in Section A.2. above. In addition. the 
1ubscnbcr mw.t :igrce ta notify ,\ccenr Commu111cations. Inc. when they ce:is.: 

p:ut1:1pating in the qualifying public assistance progr.un(s). 

4. The total monthly Lifeline credit :wailablc 10 qualified consumers IS S5.25. Acctnt 
Communicorwns. Inc. sh:iU provide the credit to qualified consumers by a_pplying the 
feikrnl baseline suppon amount of S3.SO 10 waive the consumer '$ foder.il End-Usu 
Common Linc charge and applying the addition:il :1u1horiicd federal support 3m0unt of 
Sl.75 .is a credit to the consumer's intrastAlc local service rote. The foderal baseline 
support amount and additional support available. totaling SS.25. shall reduce Acnn; 
Communica11ons. Inc. ' J lowest t:uiITcd (or otherwise genera lly available) rcsidcnt13l rate 
for the scrvic.:.s listed .il)o,1: m Section 8 .3 Per the attochcd SDPUC Final Ordtr and 
Dteisinn: Nollet of Emry of Dtcu10n. the SDPUC ~ authoriz.ed intr.iswc ralc 
reduct ions for dig1blc 1ch-ommun1cntt0ns c:uTien ni:ilcing the addi11onnl federal support 
amount ofSl.75 av;u lablc The SDPUC did not Ql:iblish .1 \talc Lifeline proi;nm to fund 
any further rute rcducuon.~. (fah1bn A. Findings of F.ict VII nnd VII I. and Conclusions 
of Law II and Ill ) 



S. Acct111 Commumcatwu. /11c. will not disconnect subscnbcn from their Lifeline 
service for non-payment of toll charge.~ unless the SDPUC. pursuant 10 47 CFR § 
54.401 (bl( I), has granted the company a waiver from the non-disconnect ~um:ment. 

6. Except 10 the cittcnt that Acunt Commwucat,ons. Inc. IUl.$ o, ,ained n w:iiver from the 
SDPUC pursuilllt 10 J7 CFR § 5J .10l(c), r.he company ~hall offer toll limitnrion to all 
qualifying low-mcomc consumers when they subscribe 10 Lifeline service. IJ tb: 
subscnlxr deers 10 rccci\'C toll limitation. that service sh:tll become pan of that 
subscriber's Lifeline service. 

7. r\cctn: Commumca1rons. /11c. will n-01 collect a service deposit in order 10 init!wc 
Lifeline service 1f the qualifying low-income con~umcr volunr:irily ek-cts toll blocking on 
their telephone line However. one month's klc:11 5crvicc chnrgc.~ may be required as an 
lldY:lllce payment. 

C. Link Up 

I. Link Up means· 

(a) A reduction in the cus1onwy charge for commencing telecommunications 
service for a single 1elec->mmuniClllions connection at a consumer's princip:al 
ploce or residence. The reduction., shall be 50 percent o f the custom.vy charge or 
S30 00. whiche,·er is less: and 

tb) A deferred schedule for payment of the charges a.,sessed for commencing 
service, for which the consumer docs not pay Interest. The intcl"C$t dwgcs not 
.issc.ucd 10 1he consumer shall be for connection cllllrscs of up 10 S200.00 that are 
dc:fcm.,d 10 a period not 10 exceed one year. 

2. Clwgcs assessed for commencing service include any ch.ugc:. th:at :in: cUStonurily 
~d for connccting subscribers to the network. These chargc:s do not include 3ny 
permissible sccurit y deposit rcqum:ments. 

3. The Link Up progr.im sh:iU allow :i consumer 10 receive the benefit of 1he Link Up 
program for 11 second or subsequent time only for :a principal plac~ of residence with an 
address different from the residence address lll which the Link Up assist:lllCC was 
provided previously. 

r\cccm Communicarlons. Inc. 
Addrcss 23S £ !Gt Avo . • Gco ~on . so S7 44S - 0.60 
Telephone!/ 60S- J97 - :?l~J 

// I Oy . ( -., -<--
/ 
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Nam: Pos111on 
r t:.nton Han:aon 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION } 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS I 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

N 11s August 18. 1997 regularly scheduled meeting, tho Pubhc Uuhues Comm1ss1on 
(Comm1ss1on) voted to open a dod<et concerning the Federal Communicauons 
Comm1ss1C n's (FCC's) Repon and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline ano 
Link Up programs In its Repon and Order. the FCC decided that 11 would provide for 
add11.Jonal foderal support 1t1 the amount or S1 75, above tho Cllfrent S3 SO level However 
,n cxder f0< a state's IJfelrne consumers to receive the additional $1 75 in federal suppon, 
the sia1e comm1SS100 most approve that reduction in the pon,on of the intrastate rate pa1<1 
by the end user 47 C F R § 54 A03(a). Addiltonal federal suppon may dlso be rece,ved 
1n an amount equal 10 one-hall of any suppon generated from the mtmstate 1unsdic11on, 
up 10 a max,mum of S7 00 1n federal suppon 47 C F R § 54 403(a) A state commission 
must fife or require the ~rrrer to file 1nformn1,on with the adm1n1stra1or o f the federal 
un,versal service fund aemonstraung that tne earner's Lrfeltne plan meets the crnena set 
fonh in 47 CF R § 5,: 401 

By 0<der dated August 28, 1997. the Comm1ss1on allowed interested persons and 
ent111es to submit wntten comments concem1ng hoW the Comrnoss1on should 1molemen1 the 
Fcc·s rules on the Llfehne and Llflk Up programs In thcor wnuen c:ommcnts interested 
persons and en1111es commented on the follOW1ng quesuons 

t Whether the Comm1ss1on should aoprove intrastate rate reducuons 10 allow 
consumers elt91ble for Lifeline suoport to receive the add1llonal S 1 75 1n federal support? 

2 Whether the Comm,ss,on shoul<I set up a state L1feltne Program to tuna funner 
rcauct1ons ,n the intrastate rat.: patd by the end user? 

3 W hether the Commission should modify the existing L1lehne or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shall the Ccmrnoss,on file or require the earner to file in!orma11on wtth the 
adm1n1wat0< of the federal un,versat service fund demonstrahng that tile earner's L1fellOE" 
plan meet~ the cntena set fonh 1n 47 CF R § 54 401(d)? 

By c·aer dateo October 16. 1997 the Comm1ss1on set public nearongs to rece~" 
pubhc comment on tt,e quesuons hsted at>Ove The hearings were held at the follow1~ 
11mes and .. ,aces 

BAPIP C[Cl'. Monday October 27 1997 1 00 p m . Canyon La~o Senior C111zens 
Center 2900 Canyon Lake Drive. Rapid C11y SD 



PIERRE 

SIOUX FALLS. 

Tuesday, October 28. 1997, 1:30 p.m . State Capitol Building, Room 
1112, 500 East Capnol Avenue, Pierre. SO 

Wednesday. October 29. 1997, 9.00 am . Center for Active 
Generations, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls. SO 

At ns November 7, 1997, meeung, the Commission ruled as ollows' On the first 
issue, the Comm1ss1on authorized intrastate rate reductions to allow ehg,ble consumers 
to receive the add111onal Sl 75 1n federal suppon. With respect to the second issue, the 
Comrmss1on deodod to not set up a state LJfefine program 1.0 fund further reductions at this 
lime. On the third issue. the Commission eliminated the exisung TAP program that 
requires U S WEST and earners that have purchase~ U S WEST e:itchanges t.o fund a 
$3.50 redudion of local rates to low income customers age 60 and over Toe Commission 
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In ad1ition. the 
Commission ordered that s Jff, in consultation with the earners. develop a standard form 
for self-<::emficauon; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter. to all new oust.omers; and that the earners make the forms available 
to any person or entity upon request On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
earner be requued to file with the FCC the infoona!Jon demoosttating that the carrie(s plan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the 
Comm1ss1on Further, that the earners include in their annual repon to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifell111: and Link Up suppor1 

Based on the wr1t1en comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
hearings, the Comrmss1on makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions or Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP). The current state Link Up program is referred to as the Link Up America program. 
The Commission implemented these programs 1n the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
ils Oec1s1on and Order dated February 17. 1988, issued in Docket F-3703, lo the Matter 
o{ !be lovesugauon Into lrno!emematoo or a Telephone Assistance Piao rec south Dakota 
Customers E:ith1bit 1 at page 1 Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs lg at pages 1 -2 

II 

The amount of TAP assistance 1s S7 00. S3 50 of wtuch 1s federally funded. wilh the 
remaining SJ 50 funded by the local 1etecommurnca11ons carrier ~ at page 3 Although 
U S WEST was ong1nally allowed to c.'large a surcharge 10 fund the program. lJ S WEST 
subsequently gave up that right in Docket F-3647-8, lo the Matter of tne PybJ1c Uuhhes 
Comm1ss100 1nves119ahon into the Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on South Dakota 
Utthties Exh1bll 5 In order to receive the TAP assistance. a member or t.he household 
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must be 60 years of age or older and pamopate in either the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exh1b1t 1 at page 2 

Ill 

TI'le Link Uo Ame"lca program provides assistance 1n an amount eoual 10 one-half 
of the qualifying subscnber's telephone service connecuon charges up to a maiumum of 
S30 00 IQ at page 3 In order to receive Link Up assistance, a customer must be 
rece1v1ng euher food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently nave 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence w11h1n the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax r Jrposes (dependency crnena does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
older) !.Q The Link Up program 1s funded entirely out of federal funds. !(!. 

IV 

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs 1n CC Docket No 96· 
45. JnJhe Marter of federal-State Jomt Board oo universal Servi@. adopted May 7. 1997. 
Beginning Januarv 1, 1998. the FCC found that the federal baseline Ufehne support will 
be S3.50 per quahly1ng low-income consumer with an additional S 1 75 in federal support 
11 the state comm1ss1on approves a corresponding reduct10fl 1n intrastate rocal rates 47 
C F R § 54 403(a) Add1bonal federal Lifeline support 1n an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any state Llfehne support (not to ellceed S7 00) is also available. Isl 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Ltnk 'Jp w1il continue to be a 
reduction 1n the telecommunications earner's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the earner's customer connection charge or S30 00, whichever ,s less 47 CF R. § 
54 413(b) 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there rs no state L1fel1ne or Link Up program. a 
consume, 1s eligible for support 1f the consumer participates 1n one or the following 
programs. Med1ca1d, food stamps, Supplemental Security Income, federal public housing 
assistance: or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C F R §§ 54.409{b} 
and 54 415(b) In ad<l1t1on. rf there 1s no state Lifeline or Link Up program. a customer 
must cenrfy unoer penalty of perjury that 1he rustomer ,s rece1v1ng b~nehts from one of !he 
prcx.irams hsted above and agrees to noufy the earner 1f the rustomer ceases to participate 
,n such program or programs IQ 

VII 

The first issue 1s whether the Corrun1ss1on should approve intrastate rate reduc11oos 
to allow consumers ehg1ble for Ltfehne support to receive the add1honal S 1 75 m federal 

) 



support The Commission finds that it shall authorize intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exci'lange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional Sl.75 1n federal support. Thus, the total amount or 
federal support 1s $5.25 per eligible customer 

VIII 

The second issue is whether the Comm1Ss1on should set up a state Lifeline program 
to fund lunher reductions in the intrastate rate paid by lhe end u er. The Commission 
finds it w111 not set up a stale Lifeline program to fund funher reducdoflS at this time. 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify or ehm1nate lhe ex1sung Lifeline program or 
Link Up program. With respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it shall eliminate the exist.ing TAP program that requires U S WEST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST eit'ilanges to fund a S-J.50 reduction of local rates to low income 
rustomers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline 
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. ~ 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.40010 54.417. 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions ,s 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs In addition, the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff. in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self
cen.ificatlon. The earners shall send tnese rorms to eaeh customer prior to January 1. 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to eac/1 of thelr new customers. Finally. the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request 

X 

The fourth issue is whether the Comm1SS1on should tile, or In the alternative, require 
lhe earner to file information with the fund administrator ~ 47 C.F R § S4.401(d) The 
Commission finds the carriers shall be required to file that information demonstrahng that 
the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier send an informational 
copy to the Commission. The earners shall also be requlfed to include 1n lhelf annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lilehne and Link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comm1ss1on has µ,sd1c:uon over this maner pursuant 10 SDCL Chapter 49-31 , 
specif1Cally 49-31-1.1. 49-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31 ·7 1. 49-31-11 , 49-31 -12 1. 49-31-12.2 and 
12 4, and 47 CF R §§ 54.400 to 54 41 7 
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II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54 403(a), the Comm1ss1on authorizes intrastate rate 
reducuons for ehg1ble telecommunications companies prov1d1ng local exchange service 
to allow e1191b1e consumers to receive the additional S1 75 in federal support. 

111 

The Commission declines to Institute a state Llfohne program to fund funher 
reductlOllS at lnls time The eXJsting South Dakota Ltfehne and Link Up programs shall be 
modified 10 follow the FCC rules found at 47 USC §§ 54 400 to 54 417, 1nclus1ve. on 
January 1, 1998. Toe Comm1ss1on staff, 1n consuttauon with the earners, shall develop a 
standard form for self-certification. The carriers shalt send these forms to each customer 
pnor to Januaty 1, 1998. The earners shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers Finally, the earners shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant 10 47 C F.R. § 54 401(d). the Comm1ss1or, finds the earners shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the camel's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the camer send an 1nformat1onal copy to lhw Commission The earners 
shall also be required to include 1n their annual repon to tho Commission the number of 
subsct1bers who receive LJfehne and LJnk Up support_ 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for ehg•ble 
telecommumea11ons companies prov1d1ng local exch8J"lge service to allow ehg1ble 
consumers to receive the add1t1onal S1 75 1n federal support. and 11 s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program 
10 fund funher reductions at this time; and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comm1ss1on shall ehm1nate the eX1st1ng TAP 
program, that the South Dakota Ufeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules. that 
the Comm1sS1on staff. 1n consultauon With the earners, develop a standard form for se f
cerufica11on, that the earners shall send these forms to all of !her customers poor to 
January 1. 1998, that the earners shall also send a form to each of their new customers 
and that the earners make the forms ava1fa1:>le to any person or entity upon reques1. and 
ii IS 
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FURTHER ORDERED, that the earner shall file with the FCC lhe information 
demonstrating :hat the earner's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
seno an mformauonal copy to the Commission The carriers shall also mdude in their 
annual repoo to the Comm,ss,on the number or subscnbers who 1 'Ceive Lifeline and Link 
Up suppon 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this J,f dday or November. 1997 

CERTIFICATE Of SERV1Cl: 

llle - "'""I' - Chit !tu 
- - ...,, - ""'1._, .. p,.wtin ol ,ecoro In hi OOC:ut. u htld en -t OXkcl """"4 h,. 11r ,_ or or 1n1 - moe. ., P'C!*!f 

..... .._-,,~. - Cftltg<:s """""' --

Dy A!ltll@&c//~ 
~----11-+/"'"'1R.._,l ..... rc...<z;___ 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILING BY ACCENT ) 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR DESIGNATION ) 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

) 

FINDINGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER ANO NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97--083 

On Ju .e 17, 1997. the Public UM1t1es Commission (Commission) received a request ror 
des1gna11on as an eligible telecommunicahons camer (ETC) from Accent Communications, Inc. 
(ACI) ACl requesled desigl'l8tion as on ebgible telecommun1eations camer within the local exchange 
areas that const11u1e ils service a rea 

The Com1mssion e1ectron1calty 1ransm11ted notice of ihe filing and tho mteNenllon deadrine 
10 Interested individuals and ent1hes No person or enhty filed 10 mlervene By order dated 
November 7 , 1997. the Commission set the heanng ror this matter lor 1 30 pm on November 19, 
1997, ,n Room 412 State Capitol. Pierre, South Dakota 

The heanng was held as scheduled Al the hearing, me Cormliss1on grant&d ACt a one year 
W811/er or lhe requirement lo provide toll control servoce within ,ts servoce area At 11s December I 1, 
1997, meeting, 1he Commission granted ETC des1nnation to ACI and designa1ed its study area as 
its serv,ce area 

Based on the eVldence of record. the CommisS1on enters lhe 101:owing F1nd1ngs of Fact and 
Conduslons of Law . 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 17, 1997, the CommisSlOl'I rece,ved a request for deslgnalion as an ETC lrom ACI. 
ACI requesled designa11on as an ETC within the local exchange areas that co11s1itute its service 
area ACI serves the lollowtng exchar,ges: Bnstol (492); Doland (635): Frederick (329). Heda (994); 
N Hecla (701·992): and Mellelte (887). Exhibit 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 USC § 2 14(e)(2), the Commission Is required to destgnate a common 
camer Iha! meets the requirements of sect,on 214(e)(1) as an ETC lor a service area designated 
by the Comm,ssion 

Ill 

Pursuant 10 47 U.S.C § 214(e)(1), a common earner that 1s de.signaled as an ETC 1s eltg,ble 
to receive un,ve,sal service suppon and shan, throughou1 ,ts service area, offer !he services that a,e 
supponed by lederal universal service support mechanisms e11her using ,ts own facil,tfes or 11 
combination ol 1ts own facilities and resale of another camefs services The camer musi a lso 
advertise lhe availability o f such servoces and 1he rates for the services using meooa o f general 
distnbul!Oll 



IV 

The Federal Commumc:at,ons Commission (FCC) has designated the following serv,ces or 
funcilooalities as !hose supported by federal universal service suppon mechanisms· (1) voice grade 
access 10 the publlc switehed netwo111; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone mulli-frequency $igMllng or its 
functional equal; (4) single pany service or rts functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency 
services; (6) access lo operator services; (7) access to 1n1erex.changt> service; (8) access to 
directory assistance; and (9) toll hmJtation for qualifying low-income c.. ,sumers. 47 C.F.R § 
54.10 1(a) 

V 

As pan of llS obl1galions as an ETC, an ETC is required 10 make avaflable Ufehne and Link 
Up serv,ces to quahfying low-income consumers 47 C F,R. § 54 405, 47 C F.R. § 54 411. 

VI 

ACI offers voice grade access to the public swrtched network to all consumers throughout 
its service area Extub,t 1 

VII 

ACI offers local exchange service indud1ng an amounl of local usage free of per minute 
charges to all consumers lhroughout Its service area Isl 

VIII 

ACI offers dual lone multJ.frequency signaling to all consumers throughout its serv,ce area. 

IX 

ACI offers single party service to all consumers throughout ,ts service anta Exhibrt 2 

X 

ACI o ffers access to emergency services to all consumers throughout iU servtce area. 
Exhibit 1 

XI 

ACI offers access to operator services to all consumers throughout i ts service area. Isl. 

XII 

ACI offers access lo interexchange services to all consumers throughout its service anta. 

XIII 

ACI offers access to directory assistance 10 all consumers throughout ,ts service area. Isl. 
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XIV 

One or the selVices requ,red to be provided by an ETC lo qualifying low·ineome consumers 
Is toll llmi1a:ion. 47 C.F. R. § 54.101(a)(9). Toti hmitalion consists or both toll blocking and toll 
control ,i,7 CF R. § 54.400(d). Toll control ls a service that allows consumers to specify a certain 
amount of toll usage that maybe incurred per month or perbllfing cycle. ,i,7 C.F.R. § 54.400(e) Toll 
bloddng Is a seiviee that lets consumers elect not 10 allow the completion of outgoing toll calls. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.400(b). 

xv 
ACI orrers toll blocking 10 au consumers throughout ,ts service area. El<hibil 1. 

XVI 

ACI does not currently offer toll con1/ol (SI. In order ror ACI lo provide 1011 control. additional 
usage trad(Jng and storage eapabttrt,es w,11 have to be inslJ!lled 1n ,ts local switching equipment ACI 
Is attempling to determine whether the necessary 1oftware has been developed and when 11 migl'lt 
become avallable. Isl 

XVII 

Act s1aled that i1 1s faced with exceptional c:,reumstances eon~.9ming rts abili ty to make toll 
control service available and requested a one year waiver from the requirement to provide such 
service. (SI. Prior to the end or the one year period, ACI w,U repor1 back 10 the Commission with 
specific lnrormauon indicating when the networ11 upgrades can be made In order 10 provide toll 
control. Isl.. 

XVIII 

Wrth respect lo the obtigation to adveltise the availab«frty of services supporled by the federal 
universal service support meehan,sm and the charges for those services using media of general 
distribution. ACI stated that ii advertises the avallabihty of its local excha~ seIVlees in media of 
gen eral distnbution throughout its service area. However. ACI has not generally advertised the 
prices for these sel\.\ees.. (SI. ACI staled its Intention to comply with any advertising standards 
developed by the Commission. (SI. 

XIX 

ACI o.menlly offers Ufefine and Link Up service discounts in i1s exchanges. Exhibit 2. ACI 
will ofler the ureline and Link Up service discounts In all of its service area beginning January 1, 
1998, In aecordl!nee with ,i,7 C,F.R. §§ 5",,400 to 54,,417, inclusive, and any Commis.slon imposed 
requirements Exhibit 2 

xx 

The Commission finds that ACI currently provides and Will con11nue to provide the follow,ng 
services or functlonaJJtles throughout iu se1Vlce area: (1) voice grade acceu 10 the public: SW1tdled 
networlt: (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency slgnafing: (4) single-patty service: (5) access 
to emergency services: (6) access to operator services: (7) access to lnterexdlenge serv,ee, (8) 
access 10 directory assistance: and (9) loll blocking for qualifying low-Income consumers. 
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lOO 

The Co/Mll$sion finds that pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) it wilt yrant ACI a waiver of the 
requirement to offer toll control servas until December 31, 1998 The Commission finds that 
exceptional arcumstances prevent ACI from provkt1ng ton conl!OI at this time due to the difficulty in 
obtaining the necessary software upgrades to provide the service 

X:XII 

The Comn11SS100 finds that ACI intends to provide L.delloe and Link Up programs to qualifying 
customers throughoU1 its se 11C11 area consistent with state and federal rules and oroers 

X:XIII 

The Commission linds that ACI shall advertise the availabdrty of the services supported by 
the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor lhroughOU1 its service 
area using media of general distnbution once each year. The Commission further finds that if the 
rate for any of the service$ supported by the federal universal service support mechanism changes, 
the new rate must be advertlsed using media of 2eneral distribution. 

X:XIV 

Pursuant to 47 U.S C. § 214(e)(5), the Commission deSlgl\ates ACl's current study area as 
its seMce area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has 1unsdlct1on over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31 , 
e.nd 47 USC. § 214 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(el(2), the Commission is required to designate a common 
carrier that meets the requirements of see1ion 214(e)( I ) as an ETC for a service area designa1ed 
by the Comm1Ssion. 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U S.C. § 214(e)(1), a common carTief that is designated a.s an ETC Is eligible 
to receive unlvetSII service support and shall, throughout its service area, offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechar,lsms e11her using its own faafilles or a 
combinaUon of its own facilities and resale of another carrier's seMces The c.irner must also 
advertise the avallabihty of such services and the rates for tho services using media of general 
d1stnbutlon 

IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or funC11onabttes as those supported by 
federal universal service support mechanisms· (1) voice grade access to the Jl\lbhc switched 
networlc, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or rts func1lonal equal. (4) &<ngle 
pany selVice or its functional equivalent (5) access to emergency services; (6) access to operator 



services (7) access 10 ,n1erexcnange serv,ce; (8) access to d,rectorv ass,stance. and (9) toll 
hm,tat10n for quabty,no IOw·•ncome consumers 47 CF R § 54 101(1) 

V 

As pan of tts Olll,gatJons as an ETC, an ETC IS required to make available Ldehne and LJnk 
Up services to qualifying iow-mc:ome consumers 4 7 C F R § 54 405 4 7 C F R § 54 4 11 

VI 

ACI has met the reqwements o l 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the except,on of the abthty to 
offer toll conttQI Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) the Commtss,on coodudes that ACI has 
oemonsttateo excepuonal orcumstances tha1 1ust1ty grantinQ rt a waivei of u,e requ,remem to offer 
toll control untd December 31 1998 

VII 

ACI Slial provide l.dellne and I.Jnk Up programs to quafifywlg customers tNoughout its service 
area cons,stent with state and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

ACl shal advertise the availab,hty or the serv,ces supponed by the federal 11,wersa1 seMCe 
suppon meai.11,sm and tho Cllarges therefor us,ng media of ge~ at o,stnbut,on once eadl year 
If tho rate for any o f the seMces supponed by the federal univerul service suppon mechanism 
changes. the new rate shall be odvenlsed us,ng me.2,a or general d1S1nbU1ton 

IX 

Pursuanl to 47 USC § 214(e)(5), the Comm,ss,on designates .ocrs current study area as 
,ts Htvtce area 

area 

X 

The Comrnis$IO/l des,gnates ACI as an eltg,ble telecommunicatJ<>ns camer for Its sel'Vlee 

It IS therefore 

ORDERED, that ACrs current study area ,s designated as ,ts serv,ce area, and ,t 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that ACI shall be granted a waiver or the requirement to otter loll 
contJOI SCMces until December 31, 1998, and ,t is 

FURTHER ORDERED. that ACI shal folc,N the advef11S1rlg requirements as hied above, and 
11 1s 

FURTHER CROEREO. lhat ACI 1s deS1gna1ed as an eltg,ble telecommunications earner for 
,ts service area 

s 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that lhis Onler was duly entered on the / 7 .,;i day of December, 
1997 Pursuant to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will l ake effect 10 days after the dale of receipt or 
!allure to accept dellve,y of the deos,on by the parties 

Dated at P,e:re. south Dakota. this / 7 ~ day of December, 1997 

COITIFlCA TE Of RAVICE BY ORDER OF THE COWAISSION 

OH ICIAL SE .. l 
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T~?7-0R4f 
Cooperative Telephone Company 

~ 5} J?' n, • , t ' r ".!I ,:,,• • • ~.,. ' • ;r' ta, SO ~7445-02<l0 

William Bullnrd. Jr 
Execurive Dirc:c1or 

0.:ccmbcr 30. 1997 

South Dalco1a Pubhc U1tli11c, Conum,,ion 
Stule Copi1ol Ruilding 
500 E Cupilol Avenue 
Picnc. S0u1h lhkO!a 57401 -5070 

Denr Mr Bullard; 

RECEIVED 
Of(. J 1 1997 

SOUTH 0.Al<OTA PUBLIC 
UTlllTlf' • "'" MISSION 

Encl~d pica.,: find ccnafica11on of mailing of 1hc rc:gulJ11on~ .md applicadon for 
Lifeline and Lmk Up Plan,. 11ie'C were mailed Tuc.-.day, lxccmbcr 30. 1997 

AL,,, anachrd ,~ ~-opy of 1hc :ICIUAI mJiling to each cu•1omcr nf Jmfl< , V:illcy Cooperative 
T .:lcphu11e ( ,,rnp;,ny an 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Clinton llan,011, M llllll8Ct 

Jame.. Valley Coopc:rutive Telephone Company 
und 
Acccnl Communication, Inc. 



12-30-97 

CERTIFICATION OF MAILING 
LIFELINE AND LINE UP PLAN 

I. Ointon Huru.on. General Manager for James Valley Coopcru1ivc Telephone 
Company and Accent Communication~. lnc .. hcad<1uunel" al 125 E 1,1 Ave .. Groton. 
S0u1h Dakow. do IH:n:by cenify that on 1hh dny. December 30. 1997. a mailing or1hc 
rcguln1ions and applicauon fonn for Lifeline and Link Up prog.mms was M!nt to all 
cu.~tomcrs of record and deposited in lhc U.S. Mail a1 Ille Gro1on. South Dakola Post 
Office for dhtribu1ion. Copy of ~aid nm ice is hereby am1chcd. 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 
COUNTY OF BROWN ) 

Clinton Hanson. Manager 

On 1h:s 3 Mb duy of December. 1997. hefon: me pcrwnally uppcaicd Clinion 
Hnnson. Ma.nagcr llf fo~ Valley Coopcruuvc Telephone Company. known 10 me to be 
1hc pcr.,on described herein and who cxccu1cd 1hc wi1hin in\lrumcnl and ocknowlcdgcd 10 
me Ihm heh~ cxc:cu1cd lhc same. 

YJ., i , ';/; c4 !\II f o 
Nowy 

My Comm1~i,ion E:w.pi~ 

(SEAL) 



NOTICE 

TO ALL 
JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE CO!\fPANY 

AND 
ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS INC 

TELEPHONE CUSTOMERS 

Recent changes brought about by the federal Telecommunications Act o f 1996 have 
resulted in the introduction ns of January I. 1998. of new low-income assistance programs 
in South Dakota. Effecttve January In. low-income subscribers may qualify lO receive 
reduced monthly and instaJlation charges for basic telephone service. Details regarding 
the Lifeline and Link-Up programs are included on the reverse side: of this nouce. 

If you, as a subscriber, qualify, you may complete lbc enclosed applkation rorm and 
return It to our office at: 

James Valley Cooperative Tekpbooc Company 
Accent CommunJadons Inc. 
235 Ea.u First A vc 
P0S.x260 
Groton, SD 57445-0260 

IC Is requJrcd in slg.oJng and submitting lbc application that you certify under 
penally or perjury that you, in fact. qualify for Lifeline and Link-Up bmeDts, and if, 
al any lime. you become ineligible, you will nocJfy JIUlleS Valley Coopcralh-c 
Telephone Company or Accent CommUDicaliom Inc. 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE NEW LIFELINE AND LINK-UP 
REPLACE THE TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE PLAN (TAP) CURRENTLY IN 
EFFECT IN SOME PARTS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. UNDER THE NEW LIFELINE 
PROGRAM. ELIGIBLE CUSTO!\fERS RECEIVE A $5.25 REDUCTION TO 
THEIR BASIC l\10NTHL Y TELEPHONE SERVICE. UNDER THE CURRENT 
TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE PLAN, THE REDUCTION IS $7.00. 

Please read the enclosed materials carefully. If you have any questions regarding r.hcsc 
programs. call 611 or 1-800-556-6525. 



THI S ~ACE LErT INTENTIONA LY BLANK 


