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i TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE FILINGS

Public Unilities Commussion
State (.lrlllﬂl 500 E. L:inlui These are the lelecommunications service filings that the Comymission has recerved for the peniod of

Pierre,SD_57501:5070 06/13/97 through 06/19/97

) 100) 112-1782
I i\l-’"" {h;-]" ‘-‘ 1782 I you need & complete copy of & Aling lased, overnight sapiessed, or mailed to you, please contact Delaine Kolbo sithin frve days of this fling
qax: (6O5) 773-3809

NUNBE® TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS gl Baphhiomsbing
REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY
TCO7-076 Apphcation by Journey Telecom International, Inc for a Cedtficate of Authonty to operate as a telecommunicabons company 06/1397 070797

within the stale of South Dakota (Staff: TS/TZ)

Application by Calis for Less, Inc. d'bva CIL for a Certificate of Authonty to operate as a lelecommunications company within
the stale of South Dakota, (Stalt: TS/TZ) Applicant seeks authonty to orginate and terminate “intrastate, intraLATA and 06/1797 070797

TCH7-081 interLATA calls of business and residental customers, 1o operate as a Travel and Debat (Prepaid Caling) Card reseller, and
to provide COCOT/COPT senvce *
Apphcabon by Crystal Communications. Inc. for a Certficate of Authorty to operate as a telecommunicabions company within
TC87-102 the state of South Dakota (Statt TS/TZ) Apgicant seeks authonty o prowide local telecommunicabons senices and 06/19:97 0707797
. K | i ur i i

intefexchange telecommunicabons senaces  The Applicant will nol offer any local telecommunicabons senices within a Rural
Tolephone Company senace area withoul seeking separale Commission autharty

Appbcadon by Quintelco, inc for a Certficale of Authomty 1o operale as a telecommunicabons company withen the state of South
Dakota (Stat TS/TZ) Apphcant “intends to subscnbe lo and resell all forms of mler-exchange and intra-exchange
87-104 | telecommunicabons sensces n the state of South Dakota, including local dial tone senices, Message Telephone Senvice, Wide | 061897 0T07%7
Area Telephone Senice, WATS-lke servces, foregn exchange senace, privale lines, tie lines, access service, cellular senvice
local switched service and other services and facilities of communicabions common carners and othe entibes ”

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS

intrastale Telephone Company, Inc pusuanito 47 US C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby secks designabon as an ehgible
telecommunications carrer within the local exchange areas thal constitule its senace area in South Dakota  Intrastate i
Telephone Company s the fackbes-based local exchange camer presently providing local exchange telecommunications
senAces in the lollowang exchanges in South Dakota. Bradley (784) CasBlewood (793), Clark (532), Florence (758), Hayt (783}, | 061387 o7Q7a7
Lake Norden (785), Waubay (947), Websler (345), Willow Lake (625) and Bryant (628) Intrastate Telephone Company, lo
s knowledge, i the only carmer loday provding local exchange telecommunicabons services in the above dentfied exchange
areas (Staff HB/KC)
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TCo7.078

Interstate Telecommunicatons Cooperative, Inc. pursuant to 47 U S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation
as an eligible telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas that constiute is service area in South Dakota
interstate Telecommunications Cooperative s the facities-based local exchange carrier prasently prowding local eschange
lelecommunications senices in the following exchanges in South Dakota® Goodwin (795), Clear Lake (874) Gary (272)
Esteline (873), Brandt (876), Astoria (832), Toronlo (794), West Hendricks (479). Elkton (54 2). White (628), Brookings Rural
(693), Sinai (826), NundaRutland [5“} Wentwarth (483) and Chester (489). Interstale Telecommunications COGDE”“HE
lo s knowiedge. is the only carrier today providing local exchange telecommunications sonvices in the above identfied
exchange areas (Stalt HBXC)

West River Cooperative Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U S € 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks desgnation as
an ebgible telecommunications carmer within the local exchange areas that consttule ts senvice area in South Dakotn West
Rwver Telephone s the facites-based local exchange carner presently prowding local cichange telecommunications senices
in the foliowang exchanges. Beson (244), Buttalo (375), Camp Crook (605-797) and (406-972), Meadow (788) and Sorum (BBE)
West River Telephone, to its knowiedge, is the only carner today prowding local exchange lelecommunications servces in the
above wlentfied exchange areas (Stafft HB/XC)

TCS7-081

Stateline Telocommunicatons, Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabion as an ehgible
lelecommunications carmer within the local exchange areas thal constitute ts senice area in South Dakota  Stateline s the
facilities-based local exchange carmer presently prowding local exchange telecommunications senices in the following
exchanges Newell (456). Neland (257) and Lemmon (605-374) and (701-376) Stateline, to ds knowledge is the only carrior
loday provding local exchange telecommurucabions services in the above ilentified exchange areas (Staft HE/KC)

Accent Communicabons, Inc. pursuant to 47 US C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks desgnaben as an ebgible
lelecommunications carner within the local exchange areas thal constiute s senace area  Accen! i the facibes based
exchange cainer presently providing local exchange telecommunicalions seraces in the followang exchanges Brestol (492)
Doland (635) Frederick (329) Hecla (894), North Hecla (701-992) and Mellette (BB7) Accent to its knowledge. is the anly
carnef today pfoviding local exchange lelecommunications senvces in the abave dentified exchange areas (Staff HB/CH)

James Valley Cooperatve Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U S C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hetety secks desgnation
as an eligible telecommunicabons carner within the local exchange areas thal consttute ds service area in South Dakota
James Vatley Cooperative Telephone Com pany s the facilities-based exc hange catner presently providing focal exchange
lelecommumnecatons senices in the following exchanges in South Dakota  Andover (298). Claremont (284) Columbia (3196)
Conde {382) Ferney (395) Groton (187) Houwghton (885) and Turton (B87) James U.;I||gf1:9u;|.trr,|lr‘.q_- Telephone Company
fo s knowledge. s the only cammes today provding local exchange telecommunicalions semices in the above dentfied
exchange areas (Staff. HR/CH)

Heanland Communications, Inc pursuant 1o 47 US C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon as an ehgible
telecommunicabons carmer within the local exchange areas thal constiute s service area in South Dakota Meartiand
Communicabuns & the facites-based local exchange carmet presently ptoviding local exchange telecommunications serces
in the following exchanges in South Dakota  Plane/Geddes (337} Heartland Communications to s knowledge. is the only
camer loday providing local exchange lelecommumcabons sennces in the above identified exchange areas (Staft HE/CH)
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TCa7.085

Midstate Telephone Company, inc. pursuant to 47 U.S.C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon a3 an algibie
telecommunications carmer within the local exchange areas that consttute s serace area in South Dakola. Midstate Telephone
Company s the facies-based local exchange carmer presently prowding local exchange lelecommunicalions sences in the
foliowsng exchanges in South Dakota: Academy (726). Delmant (778}, Ft. Thompson (245), Gann Valley (293), Kimball (778)
Mew Holland (243), Pukwana (894), Stckney (732) and White Lake (249). Midstate Telephone Company. 1o its knowledge
s the only cames today provding local exchange telecommunicabons services in the above dentfied exchange areas (Stafl
HBICH)

0611747

or07e7?

TCOv-087

Baltic Telecom Cooporative pursuant 1o 47 US C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 heteby seeks desgnation as an eligible
telecommunications carmer withn the local exchange areas thal constiute its serice area. Baltic Telecom Cooperative is the
facilities-based local exchange carrier presently prowiding local exchange telecommunications senices in the following
mchanges: Balte (529) and Crooks (543). Baltic Telecom Cooperabive. 10 its knowledge. is the only carnier today providing
local exchange lelecommunications senices in the above dentified exchange areas (Stall HB/KC)

oeMTaT

0707897

TCa7-088

Eas! Plains Telecom, Inc pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designaton as an elgible
telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas thal constiute its senace area  East Plains Telecom, Inc i the
facilties-based local exchange camer presontly providing local exchange telecommunications services in the following
exchanges Alcester (934) Hudson (§84), and East Hudson (712-982). East Plains Telecom. Inc . to its knowledge, s the only
carniet loday prowding local exchange lelecommunicaiions services in the above identified eachange areas (Staft. HB/KC)

1l

oTaTAeT

Western Telephane Company pursuant to 47 US C 214{e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation as an elgible
{elecommuncations carner within the local exchange areas that consitute s senace area in South Dakota. Western Telephone
& the facilties-based local exchange carmer presently prowding local exchange telecommunications services in the following
exchanges Cresbard (324), Faulkton (598) and Onent (392). Western Telephone, to its knowledge, 1s the only camer today
prowding local exchange telecommunications services in the above identfied exchange areas (Statl. HB/XC)

oG 7ar

oTOTeT

TCO7-090

Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone Company pursuant to 47 U.S C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon as
an eligible telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas that constiute s servce area in South Dakota
Stockholm i the facifies-base local exchange carrier presentty prowding local exchange telecommunicabons senices in the
following exchanges in South Dakota Stockholm-Strandbutg (676, Rewvilio (623) and South Shore (756). Stockholm, o its
knowledge, s the only carner today providing local exchange lelecommunicabions Semvices in the above Wentfied exchange
areas (Stat: HBKC)

08/ TaT

QroTeT

TCar-002

Kennebec Telephone Co. pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabion as an ehgible
telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas thal consbtite its service area in South Dakota  Kennebec
Teiephone Co s the faclites-based local exchange camer presently prowding local exchange telecommunications senices
in the following exchanges Kennebec (86%) and Presho (895) Kennebec Telephone Co ., to s knowledge, is the only ¢ armer
loday prowding local sxchange talecommunmicabons senaces in the above identified sxchange areas (Staft HEB/CH)

05/18/97

oTo7e7

TCa7-093

Jefferson Telephone Co . Inc pursuant to 47 US.C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks desxnation as an algibie
telecommunications carmer within the local exchange areas that constitule its senice area in South Dakotla Jefterson
Telephone Co., Inc s the faciltes-based local exchange carner presently prowding focal exchange lelecommunications
services in the following exchange. Jefferson (988). Jefferson Telephone Co , Inc.. lo fts knowledge, is the only carnes loday
prowvding local exchange telecommunications senices in the above entified exchange areas (Stalt. HB/CH)

0&/18487

oro7e?
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Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc. pursuant lo 47 U S C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabion as an
elgble telecommunications carmer within the local exchange areas that constitute its sennce area Sully Buttes Telephone s
the facilities-based local exchange carner presently prowding local exchange telecommunicabons sendces in the followng
TCE7-094 | exchanges Wes! Onxda (264), Hichcock (266) Seneca (436), Tolstoy (442), Onaka (447). Wessington (458) Langford (493), | 06/1997
Roshoft (537), Tulare (S86), Hghmote (852). Harroid (875), Ree Heghts (941) Hoven (848} Biunt (862) and East Omda (973)
Sulty Buttes Telephona, o s knowledge, s the only camer loday provding local exchange telecommunicabons seraces in the
above dentified exchange areas (Staff HB/CH)

c.
* |
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Venture Communications, Inc. pursuant to 47 US C 214{e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks desgnaton as an ehgibi
telecommunications carnes withun the lacal exc hange areas that constiute s servce area Venture Communcabons s the
faciumes-based local exchange camer presently provding local exchange lelecommumncations senaces in the following
TCS7.085 | exchanges: Onida (258), Bowdle (285), Roscoe (287), Pierpont (325), Britton (448), Bntton, ND (701.443). Roslyn (486). | 06/15/97 crovAeT
Wessington Spangs (539), Selby (648), Gettysburg (765) and Lebanon (T68) Venture Communicatons, to #s knowledge n
the cnly carrier today provding local exchange lelecommuncations senices in the above identfied exchange areas (Staff
HB/CH)

SANCOM inc pursuantio 4T USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon as an ehgble telecommunicabons
cammer within the Incal exchange areas that consbtute ts senace area in South Dakota SANCOM i the facities.based local
exchange carme! presently [rowdng local exchange lelecommunicalions sendces in the followang exchanges in South Dakota
Wolsey (883), Parkston (828) and Tripp (835) SANCOM, to its knowledge, s the only carner today providng local exchange

telecommunicabons seraces in the above dentfied exchange areas (Staft HBCH)

Sanbormn Telephone Cooperatve pursuant 1o 47 U S C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks dessgnabion as an ehgible
telecommunications camer withun the local exchange areas tha! constitule fs servce area n South Dakota Sanbom
Telephone s Me facifes- Do) loca exchange caine! plesantty piavdng local exchange telecommunications senices in the
following exchanges in South Dakota Ethan (227), M Vernon (236). Letcher (248), Forestburg (495), Artesian (52
VWoonsockel (796) and Alpena (848, Sanbom Telephone. 1o ds knowledge o the only carer today gprovding local eschan
telecommunicabons seraces in the above dentified exchange ateas (Staft HB'CH)

Beresford Munkcipal Telephone Co pursuant to 47 WS C 214(e) and 47 CFH 54 201 hereby seeks designaton as an elgibile
telecommunicabons carne! within the local eschange areas that consttute fs serwee atea in South Dakota Berestord Tel
& the lacities-based local exchange camer plesently prowding local exchange lelecommunications servces in the fallowing
exchange Beresford (761) Beresford Tel 1o #s knowledge, s the only camner today prowding local exchange
lelecommunications seraces in the above dentfed sxchange areas  (Staff HEWC

Robwerts County Telephone Cooperatee Assocaton pusuant to 4T U S C 214(e) and 47 CER 54 201 hereby sevks desanabor

as an f?r\]lt.'f telerommumc abons Carmer withun the | al &5 *'.\n[]i- ateas thal consifule fs sennce atea Hobems Nty
Telephone Cooperatve Associabon m the Taciktes Dased local eschange carmer presently plonding local eschange
telecommurecatons seraces in the followang eachanges North New Ethngton ND (701.634) New EMington (617) andg Clawe

City 1652} Roberts County Telephone Cooperatve Asscoabon o ds knowle jge. i the only carher today prowdng a

erchange telgcammunc abons seraces in the above dentfied exchange ateas (Statt HBRC




TCa7-100

RC Communications, Inc. pursuant to 47 US.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks demgnabton as an eligible
ielecommunications camer wethin the local exchange areas thal consthule s senvice aren. RC Communicabons s the facilbes-
based local exchange carner presently prowding local exchange lelecommunicabions seivices in the following exchanges
North Vablen, ND (701-624), Wilmot (938), Peever (832), Veblen (7T18) and Summit (388) RC Communications, o its
knowledge, is the only carner loday prowding local exchange lelecommunicabions serices in the above identfied exchange
arcas_ (Staft. HBXC)

06/19/87

oroTeT

TCe7-101

Splirock Properties, Inc. pursuant to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible
telecommunications carrier within the local exchange areas thal constiute its senice area in South Dakola. Spitrock
Propertes, Inc. is the faciltes-based local exchange camer presently prowviding local exchange lelecommunications senices
in the following exchanges in South Dakota: Howard/Carthage (772) and Oldham/Ramcna (482). Spiitrock Properbes, inc

o #s ki ..edge, is the only carrier loday prowding local exchange telecommunicabions senices in the above dentified
exchange areas (Staff: HEKC)

08/18/97

TCa7-102

Spitrock Telecom Cooperatve, Inc. pursuantto 47 U S .C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designation as an eligible
telecommunications carner within the local exchange areas thal constiute fts service area  Spltrock Telecom Cooperative
Inc. s the laciibes-based local exchange carner presently providing local exchange telecommunicabions serices in the
foliowing exchanges: Brandon (582) and Garretson (605-594) and (507.587). Spltrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc . fo its
knowledge. is the only carner today provding local exchange telecommunications senvices in the above identfied exchange
areas. (Staff. HBKC)

061997

0707497

TC87-105

Tn-County Telecom, Inc. pursuant o 47 USC. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon as an ehgible
telecornmunications carmer within the local exchange areas that constifute fts servce area in South Dakotla Tri-County
Telacom, Inc. i the facilites-basad local mxchangs carnar presently pronding local exchange telecommunicabions seraces
in the foliowing exchanges in South Dakota Clayton (825) and Emery (443). Tr-County Telecom, Inc.. to s knowledge. s
the only carner loday providing local exchange lelecommunications senvices in the above dentified exchange areas. (Staft
HB/CH)

061897

oroTeT

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT

TC87-073

U S WEST Communicabions, Inc. file ! for approval by the Commission the Type 1 Paging Agreement between KJAM Motule
Paging and U S WEST. "This Agreement was reached through voluntary negotiabons without resort lo mediahon of arbdrabon
and is submitted for approval pursuant to Section 252(e) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 . KJAM Mobile Paging and U 5 WEST further request that the Commussion approve this
Agreement without a hearing and without allowing the intervention of other partes. Because this Agreement was reached
through voluntary negotiations, it does not raise ssues requinng a heanng and does nol concerm other partes nol a part of the
negotiatons. Expedibous approval would lurther the public interest "

06/16/97

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICATIONS FILINGS

TCe7-082

U S WEST Communications filed tanff sheets that remove references lo exchanges that have been sold by U 5 WEST. The
sale was effective June 1, 1997. In addition, this filing includes some lext changes and clean-up flems. U S WEST has
requested an effective date of June 1 1987 for this filing _(Stalf._DJ/CH]

06/1797

BT D
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FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS

MNA [ Eas! Plains Talacom Inc on June 13 1887 1 M I NA
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Soeatt Datkora
Public Utilities Commission

Saate Capitol Building, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Prerre, South Dakota $7501-5070

October 1, 1897

Mr. Richard D, Coit
Executive Direclor
SOITC

P. Q. Box 57
Pierre, SD 57501

RE Fligible Telecommunications Camer application, TC97-083

Caparal OiTice I
- apa el Accenl Communications, Inc
FAX (6057753809
Dear Mr.Coit
[ rumsporiation
- *'"*‘:LD;’";'SL‘ The above-referenced application has been reviewed by the staff of the Public Utilities
rul (605)775-311% Commission, The following additional information is needed in order for the Commission to

consider this application
{ smsnmer Hotliae

Bttt 1. Pursuant lo 47 CF.R. 54.101(a)(4), single-party service or its funclional equivalent must
TTY Through be made availlable by an Eligible Telecornmunicalions Camer (ETC) to receive universal
lf:ﬂ South 1:";::'" service support mechanisms. Does the above-referenced company have this service?
Latermed 2. Pursuant to 47 C F.R. 54.405 and 54.411, Lifeline and Link Up servicas must be made
Bl pucstate sl un available by an ETC lo qualifying low-income consumers. Does the applicant company, as
F 'h referenced above, make these services available to qualifying consumers?
m Herg
Chai
[ m, 3. Please provide a verification by an authorized officer, under oath, to the Commission in
Vice o hairman which the applicant represents 1o the Commission that the lacts staled in the Request for ETC
L‘?‘ Schoenichder Designation and the response to data request nos. 1 and 2, above, are truthful
TR O T
William Bullasd b Please respond by October 14, 1897 Upon receipt of this information, it will be evaluated by
Executive Dhnector staff and the matter will be scheduled for consideration by the Commission. Thank you for
T R your attention 10 this matier
Harlan Hewn
Martin C Betmans PLEASE NOTE THAT STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMISSION CAN ONLY MAKE
‘::':::: AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH
Ksen I. Cremer DAKOTA
Marbenie | nchbach
Shirleen bugm Since e‘l".
Lewn Hamimond
Lemi Healy
Cansron Howedh
Dave lacobracn }
Bob Knadic
Soarsapem= Camron Hoseck
Tem | Leumenter Staff Attorney
Ieflrey P Lorenaen
T M
Sl peenien cc. Harlan Best
Tamma Siangod

Stcven M Wegman
Rodeyme Adkis "W




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE
FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
CARRIERS:

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY

GOLDEN WEST TELEZOMMUNICATIONS
COOPERATIVE, INC.

VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC.

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY
COOPERATIVE, INC.

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS
COOPERATIVE, INC.

WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE
COMPANY

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.

)
)
)
)
)

)

ORDER FOR AND NCTICE
OF HEARING

TC97-068

TC97-069

TC97-070

TC97-071

TC97-073

TC97-074

TC97-075

TCa7-077

TC97-078

TC97-080

TC97-081




ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE
COMPANY

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC.

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE

COMPANY

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO,, INC.

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC.

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE,

INC.

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

SANCOM, INC

TC97-084

TC97-085

TC97-086

TC97-087

TC97-089

TC97-090

TC97-092

TC97-093

TC97-095




SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO.

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE

COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC.

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC.

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC.

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE
COMPANY

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT
TELEPHONE COMPANY

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY

MCCOOK TOOPERATIVE TELEPHONE
COMPANY

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY

TCS7-100

TC97-101

TC87-102

TC97-105

TC97-108

TC97-113

TC97-114

TC97-115

TC97-117

TC97-121




BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) TC97-125

HANSON COMMUNCATIONS INC. D/IBIA ) TC97-130
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY )

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. D/IB/A ) TCa7-131

MCCOOK TELECOM )

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) TC97-154

COOPERATIVE )

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. ) TC97-155
)

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-163
)

THREE RIVER TELCO ) TC97-167

)

The South Dakota Public Utiliies Commission (Commission) received requests from
the above captioned lelecommunications companies requesting designation as eligible
telecommunications carners

The Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filings and the intervention
deadlines to interested individuals and entities. On June 27, 1997, the Commission
received a Petition to Intervene from Dakota Telecommunications Systems, Inc (DTS) and
Dakota Telecom, Inc (DTI) with reference to Fort Randall Telephone C ompany (Docket
TC37-075). On July 15, 1997, al its regularly scheduled meeting, the Commission granted
intervention to DTS and DTI in Docket TCS7-075 No other Pelitions o Intervene were
filed

The Commission has junsdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26
and 49-31, including 1-26-18, 1-26-19, 49-31-3, 49-31-7 49-31-7 1, 49-31-11, and 47
U S C §214(e)(1) through (5)

The issues at the hearning shall be as follows (1) whether the above capltioned
lelecommumications companies should be granted designation as ehgble
lelecommunications carners, and (2) what service areas shall be established by the
Commission




A heanng shall be heid at 1 30 P M ., on Wednesday, November 19, 1997, in Room
412 State Capitol. Pierre, South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted
pursuant to SDCL Chapter 1-26 All parties have the right to e present and to be
represented by an attorney These nghts and other due process nights shall be forfeited
if not exercised at the heanng  Iif you or your representative fail 1o appear at the time and
place set for the heanng, the Final Decision will be based solely on the testimony and
evidence provided, if any, dunng the hearing or a Final Decision may be issued by default
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20 After the hearing the Commission will consider all evidence
and testmony that was presented at the heaning The Commission will then enter Findings
of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and a Final Decision regarding this matter. As a result of this
hearing, the Commission nay either grant or deny the request from any of the above
captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as an eligible
telecommunications camer, and the Commission shall establish service areas for eligible
telecommunications camiers. The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties
to the state Circurt Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law. It is therefore

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time and place specified above on
the 1ssues of whether the above captioned 'elecommunications companies should be
granted designation as eligible telecommunications carriers, and the Commission shall
establish service areas for eligible telecommunications carriers.

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, this hearing is being held in a
physically accessibie location. Please conlact the Public Utilities Commission al 1-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours prior to the hearing if you have special needs so arrangements
can be made to accommodate you

A

day of November, 1997

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 7

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undervigned hereby cerlifies thal this BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION
docurment has been served loda all parties
ol facord e il Hockat ‘s Sabed Ga e tho Commissioners Burg, Nelson and
sarvice gt by lacuimile of by Bt elids mall, id Schoenfelder
properly addressed envelopes, with charges

/)

WILLIAM BULLARD, JR
Executive Direclor

(OFFICIAL SEAL)




1 THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKCTA
3 RECEIVED
3 | — e e e e :
| IN THE MATTER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) DEC 02 1997
4 | FOLLOWING TELECOMMUNICATIONS }
ICOHPAHIF.S FOR DESIGNATION AS SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
5 | ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIERS: JUTILITIES COMMISSION
)
6§ | VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-068
)
7 | GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS } TC97-069
COOPERATIVE, INC. )
8 )
VALLEY CABLE & SATELLITE ) TC97-070
9 | COMMUNICATIONS, INC. )
|
10 | VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE ) TC97-071
ASSOCIATES, INC. )
11 )
SI10UX VALLEY TELEPHONF COMPANY ) TC97-073
12 | 1
| MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-074
13 )
FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-07%
14 )
l INTRASTATE TELEFHONE COMPANY ) TC97-077
15 | COOPERATIVE, INC )
)
16 INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS )] TC97-078
COOPERATIVE, INC ]
17 )
| WEST RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-080
18 COMPANY )
]
19 STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-081
)
20 | ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-0813
)
21 | JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) TC97-084
"OMPANY )
|HH:‘-.}-I'!"I.;‘\I.‘1‘U COMMUNICATIONS, INC. } TCS97-085
3 !
I.V.:.' STATE TELEPHONE COMPANY. INC }) TC97-086
|P1L?:” TELECOM COOPERATIVE ) TC97-087
e )
L EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. ) _TC97-088 |




MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TE
' 5w

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE
COMPANY

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC.

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC.

INC.

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

SANCOM, INC.

SANBORN TELEFHONE COOPERATIVE

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION

RC COMMUNICATIONS,

INC.

SPLITROCK PROPERTIES,

INC.
SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE,

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM,

INC.

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY

ARMOUR

BRIDGEWATER
| TELEPHONE

LHANSON COMMUNIC

INDEPENDENT TE

EPHONE

IMPANY

S S ER-L T T ar e W
CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT

COMPANY
URION

TELEPHONE COMPANKY

ELEPHONE

SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE,

INC.

e I e

—

P A

TC97-089
TC97-090
TC97-092
TC97-093
TC97-094
TC97-095
TC37-096
TC97-097
TC97-098
TC97-099
TC97-100
TC97-101
TC97-102
TC$7-105
TC97-108
TC97-113
1t 10




| HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE

| HANSON COMMUNICATIONS
| MCCCOK TELECOM

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

WEST COMMUNICATIONS,

THREE RIVER TELCO

November 1%, 1997

1:30 P.M.

Room 412, Capitol Building
Pierre, South Dakota

Jim Burg, Chairman
Lagka Schoenfelder, Commissicner
Pam Nelson, Commissicner

Fclayne Ailts Wiest
Camron Hoseck

Karen Cremer

Harlan Best

Bob Knadle

Gregory A. Rislov
David Jacobson
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is Room 412, State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota.

B | I am Jim Burg, Commission Chairman.

Lagka Schoenfelder and Pam Nelson are

-
m

S Comm.Ssione

i10 | also present. I'm presiding over this hearing The |
11 | hearing was noticed pussuant to the Commigsion’'s Order
[

12 | For and Notice of Hearing issued November 7, 1997.

13 The issues at this hearing shall be as 5
! |

14 follows One, whether the reguesting

15 telecommunications company should be granted
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may be appealed by the parties to the
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ourt and the State Supreme Court.

25 Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission -J




1 | counsel. She may provide recommended rulings on
2 'procedural and evidentiary matters. The Commission may)
3 | overrule its counsel’s preliminary rulings cthroughout
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MS. CEREMER: Karen Cramay, Commission staff.

MR. HOSECK: Camron Hoseck, Commission
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o the parties want to make an opening statement before we
t-i- L |
Jeqg il
B Why don’'t you proceed with 075 then
8 MR. COIT: Sure, that's fine. I really don't
|
10 | have an opening statement There are a couple of |
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we would like to admit. And I understand|

12 |the1@ 8 ailso been scme letters sent to the Commission

13 that we would like to admit inte the record as evidence
|

14 on the ETC gquestions. And that would be Exhibit Number

1! 1, which is the application of Fort Randall for ETC

1f deslignation, and Exhibit No. 2, which is the response

] f Fort Randall ¢ a data request from staff, dated, I

18 believe tober 1st And there are tw letters I
{
19 lon‘t know if we've marked those yert |
1
i EXHIBITS RO i and 4 WERE MARKED FOR |
1 I IFICATION [
|
2 d MR 1T ihere are two other exhibits thart |
- nave bDeen marked Exhibit Nc Kathy Marme! is that
|
<4 the lettcer of Dakora or i8 Exhibit i the letter
F - e . : .
2 MS. MARMET Exhibit 3 is the letter of |
—_—— — — - — e —————— e - ————
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me are you

that's correct
S. WIEST: Is any objection to those
ng admitted? ) , 31 and have
been admitted in TC97-075. s At 1i8 1 14

the parties have any guest

luding the Commissioners:

gquestion I would have

data reqguest, Exhibit
about party service,
it’'s availabl

he custe : ay - t is written

answered .,

because
nave
Right
I guess

serve

ilcations and

those guest
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8 available tc

A.

Right
MS. WIEST: Thank you. That's the

have. Does anybody else have any

tnes i 7 f not, thank you.
We would move the admiss
in 089, and that is
6-9-97 and response
0-14-97.

Any objection:
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1 to TC97-074 .
: !
2 MR. COIT: We would move for the admission of
|
3 | Exhibit No. 1, which is the ETC request dated 6-12-97 !
|
|
4 | and Exhibit No. 2, response to staff data request dated|
I
£ 10-31-97
£ MS. WIEST Are there any ocbijections? L) -
|
| ¥
7 |acz, 1 and 2 have been admitted. Are there any
3 8 questions concerning 0747 1 have the same question on :
1
i
9 | this one, Rich, with respect to the data request number|
|
10 one
11 | MR. COIT: Would an affidavit be adequate? |
12 ] MS5. WIEST: Yeah, as Tar as all customers.
13 | MR. COIT: Okay. I will make sure that gets
flasre
14 | filed. i
_ |
15 MS. WIEST Any questiors on 0747 If not,
16 let's go to TCH7-077.
|
17 MR. - COIT We would move for the admission of|
18 | Exhibit Nc 1, which 18 the ETC request and that's
1
19 | dated 6-13-97 Alsc move for admission of Exhibit No.
20 | 2, which 18 a response to data reguest dated 10-9-97,
21 | And there is also an Exhibit No. 3 in this docket, a
. I
22 | supplemental response to staff data request. It's
231 | dated 10-28-97 We move the admission of all thres
24 | exhibicts
25 MS. WIEST Any objection? 1£f not, those -
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WIEST: Are there any objections to

If no they’'ve been admitted. Any questions

regarding this docket? So, Rich, with respect to

one, 1 ill be asking at the end about the waive
arty and all the other aivers; is tha
Ie there a waiver

party issue?

I wasn‘’t aware of thart.
were some companies that had purchased
that were still in the process of
gome party lines. But, yes, if they need a
guess so. I'll renew that regquest. I don't

ual information I can provide. I don't
are you here representing Stateline?
am. And in conversations with
anagement yesterday,., they indicat

waiver reguest un

finish the co




You probably just need a
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Let's talk about that,. The thing

are going to also need
for the one vear on the toll

and we haven't been doing any of those motions

o take each of those
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he easiest way.

o go through each

Rule on them as you go through.
BURG: than going back.
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single
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| date, Rich? !
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:w:u;ﬂ be from the date of the order 1
| MS. WIEST Okay. |
i MR. COIT On the toll control? You're
| speaking to the toll control; correctc?
| MS. WIEST: Yes, toll control :
| |
. COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a question|
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER:

the point, and I know everyone wants to get

me it's wvery important that we

it means that we need to

question n e grant these waivers and we
or you s t on to the FCC, we need to be sure
ycu have spelled out why these companies -- at least

I'm understanding -- why these companies
can't do toll control and why it’'s going to take that
long of a period of time to do single party service.
And so I think that should be in the application
somewhere, or at least in our motion as we approve it,
or we should have something on the record to support
where we're going.

MS. WIEST: They do explain the reasons in
their application, their original application, with
respect to toll

CHOENFELDER: Okay.
there are any furt
juestions th: Commission would like to ask at

if you need more information on that, we could do

MMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER:
this probably isn't true of

ones you're testifying for
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24

there is no switch vendor

1 ;M: Lee, where they’'re at in deploying the technology |

2 !:ha; we need tc do these two things and what kind of

3 :de. ys you might expect Because I don‘t want this toi

] !na: go forward the way that it's been perceived that it

5 Esh?;Li go forward.

|

-@ MR. LEE Sure Okay. might respond to

7 | that in general; and then if there are specific

B | questions, 1'd be happy to do that But the issue of |

9 | tell limitation, which I believe under the FCC's
10 | description identifies a toll restriction and a toll
11 | contrel, and the issue at hand is in the toll control,
12 | which my understanding is to indicate that the end user
13 | subscriber is to be able to control the amount of its
14 | monthly bill, at which time a restriction automatically
1 kicks in and disallows access to the long distance

in

that capability
...... endors are worki
a clear conscience
would expect it wi
nion, I would doubt
population within a
s the reason I
the one-year period
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1 | available, it is in the public interest and would be

2 | very supportive of that concept.
i ; : ,
3 HAIRMAN BURG: With that I'1l]l move that we

e
s |
s
=
rr
[
H=)
3]

one-year waiver on toll -- what is it

limitaction? Toll contro

& | COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1I'd second.

7 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'm going to

B concur wit that as long as the motion is understcod
9 | that there will be some formal way to limit toll for |

10 | these cuptomers just so that everybody understands the

12 CHAIRMAN BUEG: I think in every application

13 you agreed that you can do toll restriction

¥

14 MR. LEE: Right.

15 CHAIRMAN BURG: -=- if T remember reading the
16 applications, and that to me is satisfactory.

|
17 MR. LEE: hank you
18 CHAIRMAN BURG Do you want them as a
15 geparate motionry Okay I'll alsc move - which one do
20 we need on thie ne
21 MS. WIEST: The single party service until

1
22 June 1lst |

24 waiver in TCS7 Bl : the single party requirement
25 until June 1, 1998 |
!
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. MS. WIEST: For one year?

3 CHAIRMAN BURG Yes

MS. WIEST: 069. ;

4
|
5 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll keep making them 111
. move we grant the toll controcl waiver in TC97-0€9 for |
|
7 ne year
B COMMISSIONER : Seconded

g COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDEHX: Concur.

10 M5 WIEST: 070

11 | CHAIRMAN BURG I'"ll move that we grant toll
.

12 | control in TC97-070 for one year, the walver for ocne

13 ',Hl*-'ﬁ!'_
14 COMMISSIONER MNELSON: Second 1it. |
|
15 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. |
|
[ M5 WIEST: 171
|
1 CHAIRMAN BURG 1‘1l move that we grant roll |
18 ntrol, the waiver for toeoll control, in TC97-071 for
19 ne year. I
P - - - - - '] |
2 MMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded
21 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.
22 MS5S. WIEST: 073.

i A | R

I"1ll move weée grant the waiver

E
¥
‘
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24 | for toll control in TC9%7-073 for one year.
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JNER NELSON: Seconded .,
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MR. COIT: We would move for the admission afl

filed by Accent, dated 6-17-9%7, and

ST: Any objection? 1f not,
have L cddm i - Any gquestions regarding
I'll move we grant

ey
Lor

the admiss
is marked

of Exhibit

i1l move we gran waiver|

pParty gquestion on thi

They said in their original

are offering single party service|
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a sticky on

M5. WIEST !1 believe in their -- okay.
At was Bob's guestion And the reascn he had

v
&
C

-
b
a
s
ba |
*
Q
™~
[
Fel
i
= |
-
M-

i So if you look at the original
n on page two, under guestion number three,

L]

state that they provide single party service t

umers in their service area. Number four down

S

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER Okay
MS. WIEST Thank you Ckay. Let"s go to

MR, COIT We move for admitting of Exhibit

he ETC request, dated 6-17-9%97, and Exhibit No.
espons t staff{ data reguest dated 10-1 37 .
|
|
M S Any objections? 1If not, they'’'ve
itted I have the same gquestion here with i
t juestion number one

ME CO1T M1 Benton is available to respond

|
ions believe is this Heartland? Right?
an you respond CO any gquestions? ‘
MF LEE Mark has asked me to respond on his
which will be Heartland Communications, and

I
0
"
L]
-

g
3
L |




- & R
1 ; M5. WIEST Single party was offered to all
2 | customars? Any othar questions concerning this
[ ]
I 3 ii'*net? Is there a motion?
ull CHAIRMAN BURG: 1“1l move that we grant the
waiver for toll control to TC97-089 for one year
: COMMISSIONER NELSON I'd second it. ’
7 COMMISSIOMER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.
B | MS WIEST 0B85, 1 believe
o : CHAIRMAN BURG: Excuse me, B85,
| | MS. WIEST: TC97-086.
11 | MR. COIT We move for the admission of ETC
12 request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-17 97, and response t::

13 staff dara requests, Exhibit No. 2 which is dated

14 10-1 37 |
- e - \ |
15 M5 WIEST Any objections? I1f not, they |
16 have been admitted Same guestion, can you answer |
17 that, Mr. Lee? |
[
18 MR LEE I'm sorry 1 don’'t have the
18 i iated mpanies with the exhibit numbers. Which |
2 company are we referring to? |
21 MR COIT: Midstate. |
!
22 MR. LEE They are currently all private line
|
24 MR. COIT: Single party; correct?

"
3

25 | M5. WIEST: Single party to all customers




[ %)

Lad

.

W

dn

is

MR. LEE: Correct
[T - - - - ' ] v I
MS WIEST Any other questicons in this |
.
docketr? |
CHAIRMAN BURG: 1'l]l move we grant the toll
|
control waiver in TC97-086 for one year |
= R L - |
COMMISSIONE NELSON I1'd second it. I
i
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur '
M5 WIEST TC97-087 ‘
1
MR COIT We move for the admission of |

Exhibict No 1., ETC re
b 4, response to st

=
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LEE: Correct.
M5. WIEST: Thank you. TC .:7-088.

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of

Exhibit No. 1, ETC request dated 6-17-97, and respconse
to staff data request, which is Exhibit Neo. 2, which is
dated 10-17-97

MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, Exhibits
1 and 2 have been admitted.

CHAIRMAN BURG: I1'll move we grant a waiver
on toll control in TC97-088 for one year.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it.

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.

MS5. WIEST: Can you answer my question on
this one, Mr. Lee?

MR. LEE: Company name, please?

MS. WIEST: East Plains.

MR. LEE: Currently is all single party
service,

M5 WIEST Thank you.

MS WIEST TC97-089

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of

No. 1, which is the ETC request dated 6-17-97,

1]
o
a8
-
/]
e
(o]
b=
0
(2]

Exhibit No. 2, which is a response

to staff data request, dated 10-21-97

MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've

P T




1 | been admitted. Same question.
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‘t believe that Mr. Lee is

3 ihuzq representing Western today. What did they say in
4 the response?
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g MS. WIEST: Can vou do a late-filed on that?

1( MR. COIT: We can do an affidavit on that

132 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l]l] move we grant a waiver

13 n toll control for TCS7-089% for one year.

14 COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1'd second it.

1 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur

14 MS. WIEST: Okay . Let’s go on to TC97-090.

17 MR, COIT We move for the admission of

18 | Exhibit Nc 1, which 15 the ETC request dated €6-17-97,
19 | and Exnibit Nc 2, which is the response to staff data
a reguest dated 10-24-97

d MS. WIEST Any objection? If not, they’'ve

I teen admitted Any guestions concerning this docketr?

23 CHAIRMAN BUR 1*"1]l move that we grant a

24 | waiver on toll contrel in TCS57-090 for one year.

25 COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1I'd second it.
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COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER:
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M5. WIEST TC97-09%2.
MR. COIT: We move for the admission of
|

Exhibit No. 1, which is the ETC request of Kennebec :
Telephone Company dated 6-18-97, and move for the
admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response to E
staff data reguest dated 10-10-97. And I weould note .
that Mr. Rod Bauer is here to respond to any guestions
that the Commissioners or staff may have concerning ;
their reguest |

Any guestions concern

ing ¢t

docket? If not, do you have a motion?
CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit both t
MS. WIEST: I'm sorry, I did not. I
admit Exhibit Numbers 1 and 2.
“HAIRMAN BURG I'll move that we gr
waiver on toll control in TC57-092 for one yea
COMMISSIONER NELSON 1'd second it
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur
MS. WIEST TC97-0913.
MR. COIT We would move for the
Exhipit No. 1, which is the ETC request of Jef
Telephone Company, dated 6-18-9%7, and move als
admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to staff
request, which is dated 10-10-97. And I would
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in the past?
A. Currently Sully Buttes Telephone has no
The fact is all single ' serv
think they added that language such
disaster that they had to respond
reserve the right to offer party line
ncy basis only. But they have

single party service.

MS. WIEST: Any other questions?

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l]l move we grant a waiver

for TC97-094 for one vear.
COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second i

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELLDER: Well,

MS. WIEST: TC37-095.

MR. COIT: We would move for the admis
Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-19-97, and admission

response to data request dated

that be that

ILf nokc.,

o

-

£
-

3




|

have three multi-par.y customers and they plan to

nstall single party service during the 1588
construction season. So I guess my gquestion is
ly they haven't asked for a waiver. Are
ime?

Yes, we would n their behalf.

7 | And I think Mr. Lee would be able to respond to

o
£Li
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o
o |
]
(4]
e |
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3
W
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I assume s0 anyway.
] MR. LEE: Sure. But that would be correct,

0 | we do need a waiver. The same June 1 date would be

11 acceptable to us.
12 MS. WIEST: June 1, okay.
E
13 CHAIRMAN BURG: I‘'ll move we grant a waiver |
14 in single party service to June 1, 1998, in TC97-095. j
15 COMMISSIONER NELSON: I culd second that. é
[ LE COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Sure, I'll E
17 ancur
18 CHAIRMAN BURG And I'l]l also move that we |
|
15 jrant a waiver for teoll ntrocl on TC397-09 for one |
2 C year :
21 COMMISSIONER NELSON 1'd second it
22 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER Concur
a3 M5 WIEST TC97-096.
24 MR COIT ! move for the admission of ETC
25 request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 6-19-97, and move for tha




admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to data request
datad 10-10-97.

MS. WIEST: Any objections? not, they‘'ve

B
|
1
|

been admitted.
.
COnNcro
OMMISSIONER NELSON: 4 second ic.
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Cancur.
MS5: WIEST: TC97-097.
MR. COIT: We move for the admission of
1, ETC request, dated 6-19%-97, and Exhibit
response to data reguest dated 10-10-97.
MS. WIEST: Any objections? If not, they've
Does anybody have any gquestions
docketc?

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver

cntrol in TCS7-097 for one year.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1'd second it.

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.

TCS97-098.

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of
request dated 6-19-97, which is marked Exhibit No.
and admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response
to data request dated 10-14-97.

MS. WIEST: Any objection to Exhibits 1 and
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1 2 I1f not they*'ve been admitted Are there any i
2 | questions concerning this docketr? !
3 CHAIRMAN BURG I*ll move that we grant a |
4 | waiver for toll control in TC97-098 for one year |
5 COMMISSIONER NELSON 1'd second it. l
¢ COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. ]
T M5 WIEST TC97-095% I
_ s {
# MR. COIT: We move for the admission cof |
[ |

o 1 which is the ETC dated 6-19-97, and

m
=
T
¥
iR

10 | admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is the response to

=J

11 data reguest dated 10-9-9

12 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not, they’'ve

i1} | been admitted I have the same question on this one.
14 | The question is do we have single party service, and
18 the answer is yes?

I':|-

16 MR COIT Mz Lee, are you here r Roberts

15 MR COIT: Then we probably nee

(oM
O
= |
W
=
.
"

]

2 that, I supposgse, by the affidavit. |
- T AR R -~ 1
- 4 = Wies] Kay |
22 MR. LEE Rich, are we talking about Roberts
= 3 s - e -
' 24 MR 017 Roberts County
‘ MR. LEE ! know from another source other




than this that as manager of the South Dakcta

Association of Telephone Co-ops and the daily requests

we've had there that they do, in fact, provide all

single party service throughout Roberts Count

that will i for your informa
MS. : Is that suff
MS. E : That's suff
Okay.
CHAIRMAN EURG: I'll move we grant
for tecll contrel in TC97-099% for one year.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1'd second 1

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.

WIEST:

y Co-0p,

a walver

6 -1

response to data

=

n;y

this one.

he
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CHAIRMAN BURG: 1[’'ll move we grant a waiver

for one year.

I'd second it.

SCHOENFELDER : Concur.

fcr the admiss
ETC request dated 6-19-97,

to staff data request dated

Any objection? not, they've

Any guestions concerning this docket?
N BURG 11 move we grant waiver for
year,

second it.

Concur.

If not, 1 and 2

concerning this

11 move we orant a waiver

year.
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1 | COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1'd second it
2 | COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.
3 MS. WIEST: TC97-105.
4 ME COIT We move for the admission of ETC
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7 MS. WIEST: Any cobjection? If not Exhibits
8 1 and 2 have been admitted. Any questions concerning |

G this docket
it CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l]l] move we grant a waiver
contrel in T

COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER

have bee

Lee, answer
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WIEST: Okay.

mo

=
-
[
-

for toll centrol in TC97-108 for
"OMMISSIONER NELSON: 1
"OMMISSIONER SCHOENFELD

MHE
Exhibir No 1
No 2, res

MS.
been admitted

ponse to data

We move f{or

7C regquest dated
reguests

WIEST: Any

MR COIT This is Armo
respond CTO YyOour gquestion
ME HAUGEN Yes., I can
BILL HAUGEN,
alled as a witness, be
was examined and testif
EXAMINATION
M= HAUGEN Goocd after
MS WIEST hnd 1 would
f you currently preovide single p
YOUr Customers in your area.
ME HAUGEN Single par
available to all of uUur cCustomers

vée wWe gran
one year.

‘d second
ER: Concu
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6-25-57, a
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| this wit

Telephone Company service area. It has been since the

late gseventies,

|
MS. WIEST: Are there any others questions nq

-

12688 :

-y

Thank you.
CHAIRMAN BURG: I‘ll move we grant a waiver
for toll control in TC97-113 for one year.

C

O

MMISSIONER NELSON: 1'd second. |

‘OMMISSICNER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. ]

MS. WIEST: TC97-114.

MR. COIT: We move for the admission of ETC
request of the Bridgewater-Canistota Telephone Company,
which is dated 6-25-97, that’s Exhibit Ne. 1. And also
move for the admission of Exhibit No. 2, which is
response to data requests of scaff dated 10-5-97. And
Mr. Haugen is here as well to respond to any questions
in this docket.

MS. WIEST: irst of all, any objection to
Exhibits 1 and 2? 1If not, they’'ve been admitted. And
! would ask the same question.

MR. HAUGEN: Single party service is
available to all the customers in the
Bridgewater-Canistota Exchanges.

M5. WIEST: Thank you Any other questions

of this witness?

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a waiver
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nce late seventies.
T thank you ANy
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w

MS.

1 and 2 have

this docket?

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'"l]l move we grant a waiver
tor toll contrel in TC97-117 for one year.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1‘'d second it.

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur.

MS.

MR .
| Exhibit No.

and the admission of Exhibit No. 2, response to data
MS.
27 If not,

roncerning thi

for toll control in TC97-121 for one vear.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I1'l]l] second it.
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur,

MS. WIEST TC87-125

ME COI1T We'd move for the admission cof ETC

request, Exhibit No. 1, dated 7-7-97, and Exhibit N

r
(2]
gn
o
2
@
i

l, the ETC request of Kadoka, dated 7-3-97,

gquests dated 10-28-97.

they've been admitted. Any questions

© data reguest of staff

WIEST: Any objection? 1If not, Exhibits

been admitted. Any gquestions concerning

WIEST: TC97-121,

COIT: We move for the admission of

WIEST: Any objections to Exhibits 1 and |
1

IRMAN BURG: I1'l1l move we grant a waiver

, which is dated

WIEST: Any objection to Exhibits 1 and
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CHAIRMAN BU
for toll control
COMMISSIONE

COMMISSIONE

M5. WIEST:

MR. COIT:
Exhibit No. 1, the ET
Exhibit & 2, the
10-16-97.

M5. WIEST:
27 If not, they have

RG:

R NELSON: I'd
R SCHOENFELDEk:
TC97-154.

We would

C reguest,

Any objection to Exhibit 1

been admitted.

second

dated 9-10-97,

I'll move we grant a waiver

in TC97-131 for one year.

i€ .

Concur.

move into the record

and also

response to data request dated

and

Let’'s sema, on

this one this was one of a couple that no time period
was requested for the waiver, I assume you still want
| the one year?

MR. COIT: Mr. Barfield is here. He could
respond. He's Mr. Bob Barfield, manager for West
River.

MS. WIEST They request a waiver but this is
one of the few ones that didn't ask for one Year, as
tar as 1 can see, or any time period So I was
wondering if there was any different time period that

was being requested,.

called as a

Wag examine

BOB BARFIELD,
witness, being

d and testified

first duly sworn,

as follows:
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gquestion with respect to the length of the waiver.
MR. BARFIELD: And the response would be the
same, We would ask for a year on the waiver.
MS. WIEST: Thank wyou. Any other gquestions?
CHAIERMAN BURG: With tha l move that we
grant a waiver on toll control in 155 for cne
year.
COMMISSIONER NELSON: 1'd second
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I concur.
MS. WIEST: Thank you. Let's skip to

I would just note that Three River

Bl
-

an SDI

member company, o 1'm no really

today to repraesent T r Te
MS. WIEST: Nobody is heare?
CHAIRMAN BURG: Do we have any questions
have representati
Somebody needs to

all

%
S N -

(3 wr

can move to admit

y that again.

-13-97 1is the amended reguest,
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i |
| please. |
.
E A. Harlan Best. i
: Q. And what is your job? ‘
! A. I am deputy director of fixed utilities for
E'hp Public Utilities Commission, South Dakota.
|
Q. And have you been present in the hearing room
this afternoon for the hearing on these applications?
AL Yes,
|
0. And have you had the opportunity to review i
the capti'n in the notice of this hearing which lists
;‘hc cases which are before the Commission on this date?
| A Yes.
Q. And are you familiar with the applications in
each of these cases?
A Yes l
Q As a part of your jcb, have you reviewed i
rhose applications? !
A Yes I have.
C You have before you an exhibit numbered
Staff's No, 1; is that correct?
A Yes
. o And 1is that an exhibit that you prepared in
| the course of your dutiesg?
A Yes, 1t is
Q Just briefly explain to the Commission,
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MS. WIEST: Is there any objection?

MR. COIT: My comment would be that I just
received this so I haven’t had an opportunity to go
through to make sure this is all accurate I guess 1
can take Mr. Best’'s word that it is accurate and I"11

have to do t

have any comment
MS. WIEST Do yo
look it over?
MR COIT: Well,
I don*t have any objection.
MS. WIEST: Okay.
will be admitted into all o
jone through so far

MR. HOSECK Okay. Thank you.

Q. Based on the review of these dockets thar you
have done and relying to whatever extent you may on
Staff’'s Exhibit No. 1, did the applicant companies meet
the requirements of becoming an eligible

telecommunications carrier?
A. Yes, they have,
affidavits that will be done

dockets.
Q.

exchange-wide, do

And with

you

U want

have a

1C

might

Then Staff

" 3
-

with the noted

in

regard to advertising

an oppeortunity t

a number

recommendation

=

take me a while,

Exhibit No. 1

the dockets that we have

late-£filed

of the

services

to the

BO
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A. Yes.

MR. COIT: No further questions.

MS5. WIEST: Ms. Rogers?

MS. ROGERS: No, no questions.

MS. WIEST: Mr. Heaston?

MR. HEASTON: No.

CHAIRMAN BURG: The only question I'd have is
there any -- is advertising identified in any way? 1s

there any criteria for what advertising means in the

context of thisa? Is the methods in the FCC Order as
well?

MS, WIEST: I'm sorry, what was the
guestion?
CHAIRMAN BURG: The question I had for Harlan

or anybody else is, is there a meaning, is there a

description, definition for advertising, what that

constituces?

MS. WIEST Under the statute itself l

|

- . a e - = = I
214 (e) (1) (B) they must advertise e availability of
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A. Yesg,
2 | year after.
MS5. WIEST:

4 Where?

5 | A, Where would they advertise?
& MS. WIEST: Yes.
7 | A. Whatever general distribution it meets

B gccording, I assume, it

W

They would do it originally,

How would they advertise?

means newepapers and

and once a

those

would have to

guestions of

do.

| types of publications.
10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type of
11 |gﬂnura1 distribution media once a year?
12 [ A. Whatever is available within their given
i3 iexchanges that they serve,
14 | MS. WIEST: And it would only be for those
15 iﬁ!fVl;OS supported right now by federal universal
1E ervice
17 f A Yes.
|
i8 | MS. WIEST And every time they changed a
% | rate for one of those services, then that
20 | be re-advertised at that time?
21 _ A. Yes.
22 MS. WIEST: Are there any cther
23 {this witness? If not, thank You. Actually, I
24 i:cu:d you retake the stand, Harlan? 1 gquess we have a
|
25 | qurstion for you. Could you look at your

| S

exhibit for
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Venture Communicaticons, TC97-0957

single party
because curre

apparently to

(2]

]

Does the answer to number four,

service, we did grant them a waiver

customers?

iy
8
3
4]
=
=
[+

a4 clarification there to it, ves.,
Okay. Thank you. Do you have

Hoseck?

Do you want to take a short break

tn

Wagt?

When does the Commission -- are

ctual ETC designation?

That's why we're taking a short

E A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN.)

Let’'s get started again. And we

do not have single party service

that be incorrect there,

Staff has nothing further.

the end to rule on all of these

And I would move admission of
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Exhibit 1, which is the request, and Exhibit 2, which
is the amended request, and Exhibit 3, which is the
service territory map. That's Exhibit 1, 2 and 2
respectively in the docket.

MS. WIEST: Any objection to Exhibits 1, 2
and 37 Do you have a copy of the service territory
map? Are there any objections to Exhibits 1, 2 and 32
If not, they’'ve been admitted. You may proceed,

Mr. Heaston.

MR. HEASTON: We would also join in the
motion on the toll control. The reascn we did not seek
a4 waiver in the initial application is because as 1
read Paragraph 388 of the Order in the DA 97-157
indicated that tell blocking would be sufficient in the
meantime and it was dependent upon when you upgraded
switches. And so we do not feel we need a waiver of

toll control, but the common wisdom seems to be there

| needs to be a waiver, so we will follow the herd here

and request the toll control waiver also.
And we are also one of the parties to the

request of the FCC to reconsider the toll limitation,

tha

this includes both toll blocking and toll

control. And I guess we would also point out that with

| the implementation of number portability that is going

to impact toll control somewhat significantly. And so
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while we agree with Bob Barfield in his observation
that since we don‘t know when it’s going toc happen,
that's why we wouldn't want a time limit on it, but we
are willing t accept the one year with the
understanding that if there is not the ability to
implement it r if the ability is too expensive to
implement, that we would be able to come back to this
Commission and seek further waiver of that, of
implementing toll control with part of the essential
telecommunications carrier obligation.

MS. WIEST Okay. Would the Commissicners -

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit the exhibits?

MS. WIEST Yes

CHAIRMAN BURG I*l]l move that we waive toll
control for TC97-163 for one year.

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Well, I'm going to
second it but I heard an expansion of what we’'ve been
waiving 1in the past from giving them one year with the

dea we're going t renew it And the reason 1 was
Wi.liing t grant it is because technology is not out
there Now, the Act requires that it be there and it
didn't say anything about how muich it cost. So 1
didn’'t hear anything about one of the reasons we were
waiving it in the past was because that it might be
cost prohibitive as much as because technology wasn’'t
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put 1 didn

can understand why technology wasn't ther

¢t -- I waen't in Congress when they vote

%

L

rthat was part of the Act.

seconding
exactly as

MR. HEASTON:

8 the firs

COMMISSIONER

MR. HEASTON:

It*'s not part of the Act. 1

thing. It*s an FCC ==
NELSON: It's a rule.
It's an FCC dictate,

NELSON: But it has the same

the rules and statute unless it‘'s changed
he 2
MR. HEASTON: That's true, Butr unless the
s, as we've urged them to do.
COMMISSIONER NELSON: Right. S50 I'm
your motion with the understanding 1it's
we had stated it originally; is that
CHAIRMAN BUR I mean the mcotion was for
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I believe th
fc one year, a waiver for one year, an
w that the motion had anything more than
just a waiver from toll control for one
CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn't.
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Then I’11 conc

e

.
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pieces of paper. So if we can find « way te
consolidate it at that time, I would welcome any
suggestions. That’'s all I have.
MR. HEASTON: I have Mr. Lehner available
here, and we do have a couple questions to ask him.
JON LEHNER,
called as a witness, being first duly sworn

was examined and testified as follows:
DIREC N
BY MR. HEASTON:
Q. Mr. Lehner, in our application we described
the issue of eliminating multi-party services and going

| to single party service throughout U S West service

| areas. Can you update the Commission on the status of

that consistent with what we’'ve already put in the
| application?

A. Yes. As of October 31 of this year the
number of multi-party or two- and four-party customers
in U 5§ West's territory

CHAIRMAN BURG: What was the date on that,

A As of 10-31-97,

o. And what can you tell the Commission about
cur continuing effort to eliminate the multi-party

service?
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1 A. The plan right now is to eliminate all of

| 8]

those 612 except for 52 of them. And the time frame

3 | for that will be by the end of the second quarter,

I
4 | which I suppose we could put for a date of 6-30 of

5 *98 So all but 52 of those will be completed by 6-30

é o é 58

7| Q And what about the remainin 527

B | A The remaining 52 are extremely high cost

5 ;upqrddeﬁ. And until other technolcgy or other means
10 | become available, there are no plans right now. We
11 | have no plans to move ahead with those 52.
12 © With that we still believe that it is
1 appropriate for us to we 8Ttill believe the waiver is
14 | appropriate in this case; 18 that correct?

A That is rrect
MR. HEASTON That's all the gquestions 1
1 have
Ms WIEST Ms Cremer?
4 ~ROSS -EXAMINATION |
|

2 BY M "REMER
v Q Mz Lehner, where are those 52 located? Are

2 they spread throughout or are they in a specific area,
23 3 a know? |
24 A I could read them off for you There’'s about
2" a dozen exchanges Or I could give you a late-filed
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B

txhibit. Let me just read them off. Arlingten is
four; Belle Fourche, six; De Smet, four: Huron, three;
Lake Preston, one,
COMMISSIONER NELSON: Do you want to start
over
AL Arlington, four; Belle Fourche, 81x; De Smet
four; Huron, three; Lake Preston, one: Madison, two;
Milbank, four; Pierre, two; Redfield, two; Sisseton,
§ix; Spearfish, two; Volga, five; Watertown, ten;
Yankton, one.
0. Is there a particular reason? Is it like
| Anaconda line or something?
A. It’s a combination of many factors, but you
mean as far as the 52 are concerned?
Q. Yes
A It's a combination of many factors We're
talking about feeder distribution, we're talking about
ifi some cases a PAIR GAIN systems like Anaconda tha
woul need to be replaced
M5 CREMER Okay That*'s all the guestions
I have
CHAIRMAN BURG Have you investigated an)
cther technical solutions other than to a single party
other than line extension?
A You mean in order to provide a single party
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10 wWireless, are still pretty expensive. i see that as

11 | the ultimate solution, though, to scme of these.

12 -HAIRMAN BURG I'm going to move to grant

13 the waiver

14 MS. WIEST Just a second. Do the

it -ommissioners have any other questions? AS opposed to
16 the Lher ones., I‘'m going to have to ask You some

17 juestions to verify things that were in rthe applicacion
18 because that was signed by M: Heaston it wasn't

1% | signed by a witness with an affidavit. as all che

. oLiiers were 50 bear with me for a second

21 A I've never trusted his signature ither. |

22 MS. WIEST First one o S W
S WIEST Flrst one, does U 5 West provide

&3 voice grade access to the ublic B of ;
. ACCcess Lo the public switched network to
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1 ME. WIEST: And does it provide local usage?

2 A Yes . |
3 MS. WIEST: Do you provide dual tone %
4 | multi-freguency signalling or its functional :

5 | equivalent?

£ j A Yes. I
7 1 MS. WIEST: Do you provide access to your :
B |emergency services? r
5 A. Yes,

10 MS. WIEST: Do you provide access to operator

11 sBervicesa?

] |

12 A. Yee.

13 M5. WIEST: Do you provide access to

14 | interexchange service?

15 A. Yes, F

2 s !

L6 M5. WIEST: And do you provide access to :

17 directory assistance? [
?

18 A Yes {
]

19 MS. WIEST: And you'wve already talked about |

2 tcll control and the waiver. Do you provide or are you

21 | able to provide toll blocking?

22 | A Yes

P
aalt
7

- MS. WIEST: Then getting back te your reguest

{ % )
=
2

he waiver on single party service, I know in your

(%]

S | appl cation you talked about the ones that you have no
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plans,

and everything.

you know,

see that

FCC rules

you bee

exceptio

the othe
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I

there

granted any of th

n Lo

witl

My problem, 1

guess, is th

ot providing service due to the cost

at I don‘'t

is any de minimus exception within the

respect to single party service. Have

T

that requirement,

r states?

not aware.

WIEST: And what

ype

do

I'm

of de min

you know,

0
1 ]
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in any of

[=9]
n
-
@
"
=
']
a

re, according to the FCC rules and I'm
at 47 54.101(c), that in order to grant any
al time to complete network upgrades for singl
enhanced %11 or toll limitation, thac the

n does in fact have to set a time period for
cmplete those network upgrades. Is your

n that we do not

I would not make that contention I'm going
y attorrey argue with you about that.

M : WIEST Well then do have a couple
egtions My Lther gquestion 18 on service
na it & al A requirement of the ptate
on t lesignate service areas as opposed to
eas for nonrural telecommunications companies.
all, you would agree that you are a nonrural
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1 A. Yes. {
2 MS. WIEST: And in the FCC's public notice

3 96-45 issued 9-29-97, it does state that we must send |

4 | to USAC the names of the ETC's and the designated
= service areas for nonrural carriers no later than

Dacember 31st, 1997. And I know you made some

451

7 | reference to these things in your application, but I
B |don't think you really told us what you want your

5 | Bervice area to be. Because the FCC has told us that

-
-

we better not adopt your study area as your service
E

11 | area for large ILEC’s. Do you have service areas for
132 ??Gur company that you want the Commission to adopt at
13 : thise time?

|
14 | N. Well, I suppose that -- and, Bill, jump in
15 here, I guess, to help me with th.s. But I suppose
1€ that our service area ought to be our exchanges in the
17 | state of South Dakota. Now, the study area is a
18 | ditferent issue and that has not been determined yet.

19 | But I would think that our service area waould be ocur

20 ch:hanges that we serve in the state of Scuth Dakota.
|

E.i MR. HEASTON: If I may from a legal

22 istandpeant. there is no definition yet; and certainly

23 :uu: service area would be those areas within which we

24 | are authorized to provide the supported services.

B
un

M5. WIEST: Right. And that's my gquestion

| S —
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A.

I can't answer that exactly. It's

approximately 35.

M5. WIEST: It would be attached?

MRk. HEASTON: It's on our exhibit to our

application,

amendment

a

designatea
A.

designate

tell the

| service a

=
Al

exchange,

states th

MS. WIEST: So however many with the

the three that were missed. That's how many

reas you would like the Commission to

for U S West at this time?

I guess 1'm not sure whether we would want to

each exchange.

MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to

FCC by December 31st what your designated

rea 1s§.

¥

Then I suppose we ought to do it exchange by

£ you want more time to think

HEASTON: Yes, I think I weould. I mean

something
at I‘'ve done

will

I could with an

WIEST:

HEASTON :

have t

that’s come up

this 1in,

':: -

Okay.

in the octher two

and I had the same basic
I will do a late-filed

affidavic from Jon.

What are you relying on again,
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require an ILEC to serve areas other than they have not

traditionally served.

MR. HEASTON: Yes. And, see, this -- what
the problem this causes is where you have not
considered and have left to the FCC to determine how
that’'s going to be modeled from a proxy standpoint.
And, yes, we are advocating smaller geographic elements
than the wire center for universal high cost support i
but I do not have a South Dakota specific loock because
this Commission decided not to do their own earlier
this -- a couple months ago, as opposed to Wyoming and
North Dakota where 1 do have that because those two are

looking at doing their own, or suggesting their own

cost study. So I do have the sm:ll grids, as we call
it, and I could identify that for you. I cannot
identify anything smaller than right now than a wire

center. l
MS. WIEST: Okay.
MR. COIT: Excuse me, may I comment briefly
on this? And 1 understand that I'm not a party but I |
do believe it was my understanding today that the whole

issue of disaggregated service areas for U S West ar

any other company may come up. But I would like tc say
we certainly have an interest in the issue. And 1
th:ink that the FCC rules indicate that -- the orders
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and the rules indicate that before changing an existing|

=

service area, that the Commission at the state level
needs to find that 1it's consistent with universal

service requirements. So I think it’'s a really

involved - involves a lot more than the review of
] tions You're

actually looking at ETC service obliga
a US
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Service area

that could significantly change the level of suppert it
might receive under a federal universal service fund.
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service area disaggregation and
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impact rural telephone

companies as well, And I guess going into this

La |
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understanding that there are

certain established incumbent LEC service areas., and we

didn't understand I guess, that we -- that the issue
in this U S West docke:t or any of the other onesg would

be with regard to disaggregating cervice areas.
M5, WIEST: I1'm not talking about
iisaggregating service areas And I think you have to

-
n.
¥
i
v
=y
o
4 ]
o
.
o
(48
-

lstinction that was mace between
nonrurals and rural companies with respect to service

irea If we want to look at doing anything to rural

panies with respect to disaggregation, we have to

specifically petition the FCC. That's all I'm talking
about, and that's the reason why I only brought up this
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issue with respect to U S West. And it’s just my
understanding the Commission does have to do the
service area in order for U S West to get your
universal service money.

MR. HEASTON: If I could have until whatever
date was suggested earlier on getting the additional
affidavits in, I'1ll have a recommendation for you from
U 5 West on that.

MS. WIEST: Okay. Are there any other
questions of this witness? One more guestion,

Mr. Lehner. Do you have any observation to what

Mr. Best suggested as advertising requirements for your

company?
A. I1'm not sure that I understood exactly what
he was requiring. If the requirement is to advertise

it once a year in the newspaper, I don't think we have
a problem wicth tharc.
MS. WIEST: And getting back to single party

service 1s high cost, the only barrier is to provide

| single party service to those 52 customers?

A Yes.
MS. WIEST: Is it also U S West's position
that the settlement agreement that you've stated is
suspended concerning single party service no longer

applies where I believe you stated you would have
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would
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H
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ust doesn’'t make any sense.

MS. WIEST: That's all I have. Mr. Heaston,
ou might also want to address the gquestion of whether
he Commission has the authority to provide any de
inirus exception to the single party without putting
he time line on it '

MR. HEASTON I don't know that de minimus is
he sue, but I do think that you could put a time
ine on it and make it renewable that we would have to
ome in I think what the rule would allow you toc do
8 require us tc ome in on a reqularly-scheduled
i8is, maybe annually, maybe semi-annually, to update
e Commission of where we are technologywise in taking
are of these last 52 That would be my position on

ou abou

Had the 121 investment program continued, I

have been

£t these

chne

bvi

last

ous €

kind

e
b= 4
a

at puts a time limit on and it makes it

echnology and the affordability of it.

.

l customers by the year 20007
out here talking to the staff and to
anyway, because as we honed down to

few on some of these exchanges, it

of money with the current technology.

i
¥
' |

EST: Okay. Any other guestions?

SIONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a guestion
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of Mr. Lehner. And the reason I have a guestion is

because

in your amended application you might have

addressed it, however, I don't have a copy of that and

I apologize., But you addressed in here and you have an

exhibit

on your original application that regards

Liteline, Link Up. And basically what it is it‘s your

cariff,

or a page that locks like a tariff page to me.

Now, U 5 West really intends to comply with the

Commissi

A

that.

A

guestion.

Secms we

provide

on order in Lifeline, Link Up?
Absolutely.

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I need to know

And that page doesn't apply any more,
COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDEY: Thank you.
M5. WIEST: Any other guestions? Thank you.
COMMISSIONER NELSON: I guess 1 have a

You know, you -- when you were talking about
shouldn’t have to provide this single party

for these areas that you listed like Spearfish

rre and all the list that you went through --

COMMISSIONER NELSON: Why would it -- it just
ird to me that it would be that expensive to

those services in some areas. Like Pierre and

Hurca, those are pretty -- 1 mean can you explain that
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| pair. So we're talking about now having to replace

a little bit because I find that a little odd.
A. The high cost we're talking about in many
cases, not only replacing, we‘re talking about
customers that were engineered probably back in the
sixties and seventies to multi-party service with no
intention of having single party service, SO0 we're
talking in many cases miles and miles of distribution

cable, some cases six 11 pair, maybe even greater

that cable with probably 50 pair or a hundred pair
cable. And we're also talking about many cases where
at the end of that cable we have to extend what some

people will call a drop, what I call a pair of wires,

sometimes several miles. And in order to provide
single party service -- well, 1 take that back in that
case. The drop piece of that will be ockay. I was
thinking of if they have more than cne line But we're

feecer, and we’'re talking in some cases about PAIR GAIN

systems that are just plain full, I'm talking about

Bystems that you've heard like Anaconda that are going

to need to be replaced It's expensive
COMMISSIONER NELSON I guess in my mind it

seems Lo me that cost prohibitive -- I didn't exactly

1sion exactly what you were just explaining to me
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1 | because 1 was thinking maybe these lines had to be run
2 |out miles and miles and miles and there’s nobody out
3 ! there or something. But if this is in a fairly

4 | populated area, and it doesn‘t seem L3> me that these

people should have to live with just two party

i
|
6 i:elephone system when most of the world doesn't, as we
|
7 | know it in South Dakota, doesn’'t have to do that
|
8 | because the lines are all filled up. I mean I'm

9 | locking for some reason why that‘s acceptable,

[
L

especially when some of those little companies are

i
v

saying that they got maybe three or four people left

12 | that they don’'t have that service for and they’ve made

[
Lt

| every effort to say, well, we want a waiver but we will

i

14 |do it by the end of the year or whatever.

un

A I think that most of the companies you've

| been listening to up until now -- and 1 cbviocously can’'t
17 | speak for them, but I think you're talking about
18 | engineering that was done probably 15, 20 years ago

I
19 | most of these companies’ cases where they at the time

20 | spent the money to do that. We did not do that. We
21 gprmvided distribution systems that were literally
22 ;den:gned not to provide single party service. There
23 !are different funding mechanisms and different
|
24 | regquirements that we've had. They’'ve had the ability
25 | to spend that kind of money and recover it. Now., I can
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going tc
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the face of
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mean here we
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aren‘t even

e
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Commi

ssioner,

d

think ¢

b

kind of

CHAIRMAN BURG The question 1 have in the
ustry when we have these kind of situations once
ile there's another provider that is closer that
it Would that be the case to any of these? I
hat be a reascnable solution ever?

Yes, it would, And, Commissioner, if there
company in this room that would like to serve

NELSO

wha

na

money

$150,000 or
somewhere that has to be recovered and

recovered

o
et

.

e

re talking

going to have

all

-
L=

recovery mechanism,

50,000, whatever it is,

from a customer. That

for

al
"

N: 1 seems to me this

-
£

=

e
nor

gover 8 bill said last

making available high

South Dakota. Basically

And we're talking here some

ingle party

I can tell you is what the

B -- I think that's, unless

it would make no sense to

And I certainly woul

happy to negotiate. |

hink maybe when we're down
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to 52, we ought to get a list of those names and see if|

we could work it out. I share what Counsel has said.

1

"

‘m not sure we can make the exception. 1 know that

S West's counsel has given us what I call a short

i.rm one, that in other words, we could give the waiver

for a limited period of time, but 1 don’t know that's

n indefinite solution and we probably ought to work --
ok at working together to meet and fincd the solution
mcet the FCC rules I think if we can. But so many

maybe, I guess, what 1 would like to request is the
‘tual name and location of thoge 52 filed at some
ime. I don't care whether it's part of this docket or
A I think that can be provided.
MS5. WIEST Any other questions? If not
hank you

+
]
m

b
o
x
:1
m
L~
1
Gl

I suppose we do need some

Ype of waiver in order to grant them an ETC status.

MS. WIEST: Sorry., for which now?

CHAIRMAN BURG For single party

MS. WIEST: At this time staff has a witness
n this case first

M5 CREMER Staff woul call Harlan Best

called as a witness, being previously sworn,
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was

9 | Q Har
I
5 ‘Tft' 161 i -
5 i A Yes.
|
o) Q. And
B | West
|
9 | A Yeos
- - And
: :'*t_‘:;f:"f.‘d L.
12 47 CFR 54-101
=i A, That
14 0 Yes
i3 A Ies
16 single party
17 . Righ
e idvertising, w
- & W 2 o T .
“ A
e - l"l"h'."i
.. Commission ir
<3 ~ It w
<4 MS
25 have

examined and testified as follows:

RIRECT EXAMINATION

dn, were you the analyst assigned to
West's application>

HY You
b

ve reviewed that application by U s

9 You agree with Mr Lehner when he
i€r that they met all the requirements of
they have met thoge>
with the discussion that we've had on
L kay. And at Your recommendation for
ild that be the same for U S West ag it
naw
wihat would your recommendation be for the

£ 3w i }
-+« dN1l0g a gervi

ce area

Cu.id be the wire center,
CREMER That's all the questicns I would




1 MS. WIEST: Any questions, Ma. Wilka? |

2 MS. WILKA: No questions. :

3 MS. WIEST: Commissioners’

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: The question 1I°'d have is

5 !basﬂd on that, should we not -- 1 mean is this -- what

6 ido I call 1it? 1s this a document that is filed in

7 Ethfsﬂ hearings?

6 | MS. CREMER: Yes.

g | CHAIRMAN BURG: I guess 1 think we ought to
10 | correct that exhibit to put no on each of those that

|

11 | we've made a waiver for on the single party because I

believe the answer is no and we've made a waiver to

e
L8

13 | satisfy that.

14 | MS. CREMER: Okay.

15 | CHAIRMAN BURG: Since that's filed.

16 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not movead

17 :fﬂ: a waiver in that area, have we?

18 CHAIRMAN BURG: Yes, for sBix months on one

15 | other company

:fE MS5. WIEST: We have two single party waivers

21 :sc far, but U S West we haven’'t moved yet; right?

;;i CHAIRMAN BURG: But if we do and for any we

23 ii:i Bince he's a witness on the stand and this is his
.

* N

- 1
ccum

-]

nt, I th

nk that this document should be

25 | corrected to reflect, no, they do not meat that to
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CREMER:

RMAN BURG:

walvers we've

Okay.

to do to make sure th

MS WIEST i1 baelieve

hat do not at this ti
all they would have

or those Stateline, V
"HAIRMAN BURG And th

" HAIRMAN BURG Okay.
5 WIEST SO how man
M5 WIEST 8 Thank
f this witness?
2] HEMER No
iS. WIEST Would you
the purposes of this
for the other dockert
5. CREMER: Actually
-\-r"r:. L—-. 'i ',:.I. '—Fl.—'r'ie.
one ause pecopl

given.

8 I don't know
At correction 1
there are three

me prov

tec do is change

enture, and U 5

e testimony on

that?

That's a :. ] I

Y Wire centers

You Any othe
like to admit t
docket? Before
B.
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MS. CREMER:
MS. WIEST:
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take these matters unde
for some late-filed exh
will
the decisions either at

December 2nd hearing on

dockets. Are there any questions from anybody or any
comments?

MR. COIT I would just, for the record, like
to formally request that the Commission designate each
of the based upon the record, the affidavits yet to
be submitted, that the Commission designate each of the
rural telephone companies, SDITC member companies, as
ETC's and that their study areas be designated as Lhezq
service area That's all I have.

MS. WIEST: Thank you. That will close the
hearing

(THE HEARING CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P.M.)
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1097-083
laccant : -
O emmm umiearions, eIy,

I'ilr

ur Oury, 04y 199,
il 1o, '?-4

.flr”_
- .J_(Jf“'rs HI‘:;:'C.

(B05) 397-2315 » P.O. Box 260 » Groton, SD 574450260

June 16, 1997

Mr. Harlan Beost

Fixed U'.llities Division
SD PUC

500 East Capitol Avae,
Pierre, 5D 57501-5070

Re: Filing request for "ETC"

Harlan:

Enclosed is my request for Commission designation to become
an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier {ETC) for the

éxchanges served as shown on the application.

Accent Communications (ACI) is a subsidiary company of James
Valley Ccoperative Telephone Company.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

6}’&"‘)4}‘\/_.%!! €0

Clinton Hanson, Mgr,




1097-083

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA  RECEIVED

IUN 17 1997
=OUTH DAKOT \
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF) uTIL HE; -.\.:.".'Ii!regi%;'c
ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR) REQUEST FOR ETC .
DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE) DESIGNATION
TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER) MYCKET TC97-

Accent Communications, Inc. ("ACI™") pursuant to 47 United States Code Section
214(e) and 47 Code of Federal Regulations Section 54.201 hereby seeks from the Public
Utilities Commission (“Commission”) designation as an “eligible telecommunications
carner” within the local exchange areas that constitute its service arca, In support of this
request, “ACT" offers the ‘ollowing:

1. Pursuant to 47 US.C. Section 214 (¢) it is the Commussion’s responsibility to
designate local exchange carriers ("LECs™) as “eligible telecommunications carriers”
(“ETCs™), or in other words, to determine which LECs have assumed universal service
obligations consistent with the federal law and should be deemed eligible to receive
federal universal service support. At least one eligible iclecommunications carrier is to
be designated by the Commission for cach service area in the State. However, in the case
of arcas served by “rural telephone companies”, the Commission may not designate more
than one LEC as an ETC without first finding that such additional designation would be
in the public interest.  Under 47 CFR Section 54.201, beginning January 1, 1998, only
telecommunications carniers that have received designation from the Commission to serve
as an eligible telecommunications carrierswithin their service area will be cligible 1o
receive federal universal service support.

2. "ACI”" is the facilities-based exchange carrier presently providing local
exchange telecommunications services in the following exchanges:

- (' 4 N[i, - IEBI:!_‘I.!'
Bristol 5D 492
Doland sD Hh35
Fredenck SD 329
Hecla sD Q04
N. Hecla SD 701-992
Mellene SD HK7

‘P EXHIBIT

&




“ACT" 1o s knowledge 1s the only camer today proviling local exchange
telecommunications services in the above wdentilied exchange areas

i "ACI” in accord with 47 CFR Section 54.101 offers the following local
E
exchange telecommunications services 1o all consumers throughout s service area

- Vowe grade access 1o the public swilched network,

- Local exchanges service free of per munute charges under a Mat rated
local service package

- Dual dial tone mulu-frequency signaling,

Single pany service:

- Access to emergency services such as 911 or enhanced 911 public
SETVICES,

« ACCEss 10 OPETalon services:

- ACCEss 1D |rllct|:"l|.'l!1.mgc SCIVICE,

- Access to directory assistance; and

- Toll blocking service to gualificd low-income consumers

As noted above, "ACT” does provide toll lumtation service in the form of toll
blocking 10 qualifying consumers, however, the additional toll hmmtation service of “toll
control” as defined in the new FCC umversal service rules (47 CFR Section 54.400(3)) is
not provided. “ACI™” 18 not aware that any local exchange camer in South Dakota has a
current capability to provide such service. The FOC gave no indication prior 1o the
release of its umiversal service order (FCC 97-157) that toll control would be imposed as
an ETC service requirement and, to our information and behief, as a resuli, LECs
nationwide are not positioned to make the service immediately available. In order for
“ACI" to provide the service, additional usage tracking and storage capabilities will have
to be installed in its local switching equipment. At minimum, the service requires a
switching software upgrade and at this ime “ACI" 1s investigating and attempting to
determune whether the necessary software has been developed and when it mught become
avanlable, Our switch is an “EWSD"” Siemens and even the most recent genenc does not
have toll imitation service. Our suggestion would be to have debit card availability for
the customers own control on toll limitation

Accordangly, "ACT" 1s faced with exceptional circumstances concermng its ability
to make the toll control service available as set forth in the FCC's universal service rules
and must request a waiver from the requirement o provide such service. Al this iime, a
waiver for a peniod of one year 1s requested.  Prior to the end of the one year period,
“ACT” will report back 1o the Commuission with specific information mndicating when the
necessary network upgrades can be made and service can be made available to assist low
income customers. The Commussion may properly grant a waver from the “toll control”
requirement pursuant to 47 CFR 54.101(¢)

4. “ACT has previously and will continue to advertise the availability of its local
exchange services in media of general distnbution throughout the exchange areas served




Prior to this filing, “ACI” has not generally advertised the prices charged for all of the
above-identified services. It will do so going forwird in accord with any specific
advertising standards that the Commussion may develop

5. Based on the foregoing. “ACT” respectfully request that the Commission

(a) grant a temporary waiver of the requirement to provide “toll comtrol” service,;
and

{b) grant an ETC designation to “ACI" covening all of the local « xchange areas
that constitute its present service arca

Dated this 16th day of June, 1997

Accent Commumcations, Inc

Ul e

Clhinton Hanson, Manager
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(B05) 397-2315 = P.O. Box 260 = Groton, SO 57445-0260

October 7, 1997 2OUT

LT os | T
UTiLiT) .

Mr. Camron Hoseck, Staff Atty..,

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
State Capitol Building

500 East Capitol Ave.,

Pierre, 5D 57501-5070

Re: ETC Cuocket TC97-083
Mr. Hoseck:
The following is our response to your quescions to Mr.
Rich Coit of SDITC involving Lifeline and Link Up
service and single party service.
Question & 1

As stated in our original request for ETC status,
wa are providing all one party service as of this date
and will continue to only provide single party service.
Question # 2

"Accent Communications Inc., (ACI) currently offers
Lifeline and Link Up local service discounts within its
exchange areas. Beginning January 1, 1998, the programs
will be offered under new terms in acecord with thas FCC
rules, 47CFR 54.400 - 54,417 and any SDPUC decisions
concecrning implementation of the expanded programs.” [
Sincerely,

7/

Clinton fanson, Mgr,

cCt Mr. Merle Hanson, Pres.

EXHIBIT




=accant
Jommunications,

(605) 397-2315 » P.O Box 260 = Groton, SD 574450260

October 7, 1997

Mr. Hoseck, cont.

*"Mr. Merle Hanson, President of Accent Communications
Inc., being first duly swern, states that he is the
President for th: responding party, that he has read the
initial ETC application and the foregoing atatement, and
the same 1z true to his own best knowledge, information

Mr., Merle Han:on, Pres.

[O0-7-97

dated

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
COUNTY OF BROWNM 1]

On this 74l  day of October 1997, before me
personally appeared Merle Hanson, known to me to be the
person described herein and who executed the within
instrument and acknowledged to me that he has executed

the same.
~
11113&4ﬁ_§$14£ﬂ9h1L71_,“__

Hotary Public

-
Hy commission expires '7*




605) 397-2315 » P.O. Box 260 » Grotgn. S0 57845-0260
ecamber 16, 192
Administrator
Universel yrvice Adminlstration Comg
l south Jefferson Road
Whippany, HJ 07981
Re i Filing of Acr mmunications Inc."s Lifel
and Link Up Flan
ArEns Administrator
Enclosed i1s the original of our Lifeline and Link Up ANl
along with "Exhibit A" as designated by USAC and FCC rules
ipplicable to such services.
Please review this as our requirement that ETC's must meet
in order to l1ify for federal universal sarvice supporet
begianing January 1, 1998

Bill Bul




LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN
OF ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

The Accent Commumicanons, Inc. submits this plan pursuant o 47 CFR § 54.401(d).
Accent Communicatiors, Inc. has been designated as an eligible telecommunications carrier by
the South Dakota Public Utilities Commussion (“SDPUC™) and, as such, must make Lifeline and
Link Up service available to qualifving low-income consumers as set forth in the Commission’s
Final Crder and Decision; Nouce of Entry of Decision dated November 18, 1997, issued in
Dacket TC97-150 (In_the Matter of the Investigation into the Lifeline ar | Link Up Programs).
which is attached as Exhubit A. and consistent with the criteria establised under 47 CFR §§
54,400 to 54.417, inclusive

A. General

. The Lifeline and Link Up programs assist qualified low-income consumers by
providing for reduced monthly charges and reduced connection charges for local
telephone service. The assistance applies to a single telephone line ot a qualified
consumer's principal - lace of residence.

2. A qualified low-income consumer is a telephone subscriber who participates in at least
one of the following public assistance programs:

. Medicad
Food Stamps
. Supplemental Security Income (5S1)
Federal Public Housing A_sistance
. Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LHEAP)

3. A qualified low-income consumer is eligible to receive either or both Lifeline and
Link Up assistance

4. Accent Communications. Inc. will advertise the availability of Lifeline and Link Up
services and the charges therefore using media of gencral distribution and in accord with
any rules that may be developed by the SDPUC for applcation to eligible
telecommunications carmiers.

5. In addition. Accenr Communications, Inc., as required by the Final Order and
Decision; Notice of Entry of Decision of the SDPUC (Exhibu A), will indicate in it's
annual report to the SDPUC the number of subscribers within it’s service area receiving
Lifeline and/or Link Up assistance. In addition, this information will be provided to the
Universal Service Admunistrative Company (“USAC™)

6. Information as to the number of consumers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up
assistance cannot currently be provided by Accent Communications, Inc. because it has
no access to the government information necessary to determine how many of its
telephone subscnibers are paricipating in the above referenced public assistance




programs, Without this information, Accenr Communications, Inc. cannot provide, at this
time, even a reasonable estimate of the number of its subscribers who, after January |,
1998, will be receiving Lifeline and/or Link Up service. Information as to the number of
its Jow-income subscribers qualifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up can be provided after
applications for Lifeline and Link Up assistance have been received by Accent
Communications, Inc..

I accord with the SDPUC's Final Order and Decision; Notice of Entry of Decision,
Accent Communications, Inc. will make application forms available to all of its existing
residential customers, to all new customers when they apply for residential local
telephone service, and to other persons or entities upon ther request.

B. Lifeline

I. Lifeline service means a retail local service offering for which qualified low-income
consumers pay reduced charges.

2. Lifeline service includes voice grad: access to the public switched network, local
usage, dual tone multi-frequency signaling or #ts functional equivalent, single-pary
service or its functional equivalent, access 1o emergency Services, access 1o operator
services, access o interexchange service, access to directory tssistance, and toll
limitation.

3. Qualified low-income subscribers are required to submit an application form in order
to receive Lifeline service. In applying for Lifeline assistance, the subscriber must cenify
under penalty of perjury that they are currently participating in a least one of the
qualifying public assistance programs listed in Section A.2. above, In addition, the
subscriber must agree 1o notify Accemt Communications, Inc. when they cease
participating in the qualifying public assistance programis).

4. The total momhly Lifeline credit available to qualified consumers is $5.25. Accent
Communications, Inc. shall provide the credit to qualified consumers by applying the
federal baseline support amount of $3.50 to waive the consumer’s federal End-User
Common Line charge and applving the additional authorized federal support amount of
$1.75 as a credut to the consumer’s intrastate local service rate. The federal bascline
support amount and additional support aviulable, totaling 55.25, shall reduce Accen:
Communications, Inc,’s lowest tarffed (or otherwise generally availible) residential rate
for the services listed above 1n Section B.3. Per the attached SDPUC Final Order and
Decision; Notice of Entrv of Decision, the SDPUC has authorized intrastate rate
reductions for eligible 1elecommunications carriers making the additional federal support
amount of $1.75 available. The SDPUC did not establish a state Lifeline program to fund
any further rate reductions. (Exhibit A. Findings of Fact VI and VIII; and Conclusions
of Law Il and 111}




5. Accent Communicanons, Inc. will not disconnect subscribers from their Lifeline
service for non-payment of toll charges unless the SDPUC, pursuant to 47 CFR j
54.401(bj 1). has granted the company a waiver from the non-disconnect requirement,

6. Except to the extent that Accent Communications, Inc. has o <ained a waiver from the
SDPUC pursuant 1o 47 CFR § 54.101(c). the company shall offer toll limitation to all
qualifying low-income consumers when they subscribe to Lifeline service. If the
subscriber elects to receive toll limitation, that service shall become part of that
subscriber’s Lifeline service

7. Accent Commumcations, Inc. will not collect a service deposit in order to imitiate
Lifeline service if the qualifying low-income consumer voluntarily elects toll blocking on
their telephone line.  However, one month’s local service charges may be required as an
advance payment

C. Link Up
1. Link Up means

(a) A reduction in the customury charge for commencing telecommunications
service for a single telecommunications connection at a consumer’s principal
place of residence. The reductions shall be 50 percent of the customary charge or
$30.00, whichever is less; and

{b) A deferred schedule for payment of the charges assessed for commencing
service, for which the consumer does not pay interest. The interest charges not
assessed to the consumer shall be for connection charges of up to $200.00 that are
deferred to a period not to exceed one year,
2. Charges assessed for commencing service include any charges that are customarily
assessed for connecting subscribers to the network. These charges do not include any
permassible security deposit requirements.

3. The Link Up program shall allow a consumer to receive the benefit of the Link Up
program for a second or subsequent time only for a principal place of residence with an
address different from the residence address at which the Link Up assistance was
provided previously

Accent Communications, Inc

Address 235 E 1st Ave., Groton, 5D 57445-021
Telephone # 605-397-2123
llj- = - A Manager

Name . Posttion




EXHIBIT "a™

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) FINAL ORDER AND

INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) DECISION; NOTICE OF

PROGRAMS ) ENTRY OF DECISION
) TC97-150

Al its August 18, 19597, regularty scheduled meeting, the Public Utliies Commission
(Commission) voled o open a docket concerning the Federal Communications
Commissic n's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that it would provide for
additional federal support in the amount of $1.75, above the current $3 50 level However
in order for a state’s Lifeline consumers (o receive the additional $1.75 in federal suppon,
the state commission must approve that reduction in the portion of the intrastate rate paid
by the end user 47 CF R § 54 403(a). Additional federal support may also be received
in an amount equal to ona-half of any support generated from the intrastate jurisdiction
up to a maamum of 37 00 in federal support. 47 C.F R. § 54 403(a). A state commission
must file or require the camer to file information with the administrator of the federal
universal service fund demonstrating that the camer's Lifeline plan meets the critena set
forthin47 C.F R. § 54 401

By order dated August 28, 1997, the Commission allowed interested persons and
entities to submit written comments concerming how the Commussion should implement the
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In their wnitten comments, interested
persons and entiies commented on the following questions

1. Whaeather the Commussion should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow
consumers eligible for Lifeline support to recewe the additional $1 75 in federal support?

2. Whether the Commussion should set up 2 stale Lifeline Program to fung further
reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user?

3  Whether the Commission should modify the existing Lifeline or Link Up
Programs?

4 Shall the Commussion file or require the camer ta file informathon with the
agmimistrator of the feceral universal service fund demonstrating that the carner's Lifeline
plan meels the critena set fonth in 47 CF R § 54 401(a)?

By crder dated October 16, 1997, the Commussion set public hearings 1o recene
public comment on the quastions listed above. The heanngs were held at the following
hmes and places

RAPID CITY Monday, October 27, 1997, 100 p.m., Canyon Lake Semor Citizens
Center, 2500 Canyon Lake Dnive, Rapid City, SO



PIERRE Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1:30 p.m_, State Capitol Building, Room
412, 500 East Capitol Avenue, Prerre, SD

SIOUX FALLS Wednesday, October 29, 1997, 900 am. Cenler for Active
Generations, 2300 West 46th, Sioux Falls, SD

At its November 7, 1997 meeting, the Commussion ruled as ollows: On the first
1ssue, the Commission authornzed intrastate rate reductions to allow eligble consumers
to receive the additional $1.75 in federal support. With respect to the second issue, the
Commission decided to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this
time. On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that
requires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a
$3.50 reduction of local rates (o low income customers age 60 and over. The Commission
further ruled that the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the
Commission ordered that s.aff, in consuitation with the carriers, develop a standard form
for self-certification; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1,
15598, and thereafter, to all new customers: and that the carriers make the forms available
10 any person or entity upon request. On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the
camer be required to file with the FCC the information demonstrating that the carrier's plan
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an informational copy to the
Commission Further, that the carners include in their annual report to the Commission
the number of subscribars who receive Lifeline and Link Up support

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the
hearings, the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law

FINDINGS OF FACT

The current state Lifeline program 1s referred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan
(TAP). The current state Link Up program is referred to as the Link Up America program.
The Commission implemented these programs in the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to
its Decision and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued in Docket F-3703, In the Matter
of the Investigation into Implementation of a Telephone Assistance Plan for South Dakota
Customers Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were
required o aiso offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. |d at pages 1-2

I

The amount of TAP assistance 1s $7 00, $3 50 of which s federally funded, with the
remaining 33 50 funded by the local telecommunications carmer |4 at page 3 Although
U S WEST was onginally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program, U S WEST
subsequently gave up that nght in Docket F-3647-8, In the Malter of the Public Utilities
Commission Investigation into the Effects of the 1986 Tax Reform Act on South Dakota
Utilities Exhibit S In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member of the household



must be 60 years of age or oider and participate in aither the food stamp of the low-income
enerqy assistance program. Exhibit 1 at page 2

The Link Upo Amenica program prowides assistance in an amount equal to one-half
of the gualifying subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum of
53000 g at page 3 In order 1o receve Link Up assisiance, a cusiomer must be
receving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance, must not presently have
local telephone service and must not have been provided lelephone service al his or her
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependemnt for federal
income tax ¢urposes (dependency cntena does not apply o those 60 years of age or
older). id The Link Up program 1s funded entirely out of federal funds. Id

v

The FCC revised the current Lifeline and Link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
45, In the Matter of Federal-State Jont Board on Universal Service, adopted May 7, 1997
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline Lifeline support will
be $3.50 per qualitying low-income consumer with an additional 51,75 in federal suppert
if the state commussion approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47
CF R §54403(a) Addtional federal Lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the
amount of any state Lifeline supporn (not 1o exceed 57.00) is also available. |d

v

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a
reduction in the telecommunications camer's service connection charges equal to one half

of the camer’s customer connection charge or $30.00, whichever is less 47 CFR. §
54.413(b)

Vi

Pursuant to the FCC's rules, if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a
consumer 1s eligible for support if the consumer participates in one of the following
programs. Medicaid, food stamps, Supplemental Security Income, federal public housing
assistance, or the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 47 CF R. §§ 54 408(b)
and 54 415(b). In addition, if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up program, a customer
must certity under penalty of penury that the customer is receiving benefits from one of the
programs listed above and agrees to nolfy the camer if the customer ceases to parucipate
in such program or programs. Id

Vil

The first issue 15 whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions
to allow consumers ehgible for Lifeline suppon to receive the additional $1.75 in federal




support. The Commission finds that it shall authornize intrastate rate reductions for eligible
lelecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible
consumers (o receive the additional $1.75 in federal support. Thus, the total amount of
federal support is $5.25 per eligible customer

Vil

The second issue 1s whether the Commission shouid set up a state Lifeline program
to fund further reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end u 2r. The Commission
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reducuons al this time

IX

The third issue is whether to modify or eliminate the existing Lifeline program or
Link Up program. With respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that
it shall eliminate the existing TAP program that requires U S WEST and carriers that have
purchased U S WEST ex-hanges to fund a $3.50 reduction of local rates to low income
customers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that the South Dakota Lifeline
and Link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules. See 47 U.S5.C. §§ 54 400 to 54.417.
The effect of following the FCC rules and not instituting further state funded reductions is
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self-certification requirements will apply to the
South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs. In addition, the Commission orders that the
Commission slaff, in consuitation with the camiers, develop a standard form for self-
certification. The carriers shall send these forms 10 each customer prior (0 January 1,
1588. The carriers shall also send a form 1o each of their new customers. Finally, the
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request.

X

The fourth issue is whether the Commission should file, or in the altemative, require
the camer to file information with the fund administrator. See 47 C.F R. §54.401(d). The
Commission finds the camers shall be required to file that information demonstrating that
the camer's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carmmer send an informational
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receve Lifeline and Link Up
support.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1
The Commission has jurisdiction over this matier pursuant to SOCL Chapter 49-31.

specifically 49-31-1.1, 48-31-3, 49-31-7, 49-31-.7 1, 49-31-11, 49-31-12 1. 49-31-12.2 and
124, and 47 CF R §5 54 400 to 54 417




Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54 403(a), the Commission authonzes intrastate rate
reductions for eligible telecommunications companes providing local exchange service
to allow eligible consumers to receive the additional $1.75 in federal support

The Commuission declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further
reductions at thus tme. The exsting South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be
modified to foliow the FCC rules found at 47 U S.C. §§ 54 400 to 54 417, inclusive, on
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff, in consultation with the carners, shall develop a
standard form for self-cerlification. The carriers shall send these forms (o @aach customer
prior 1o January 1, 1998. The carrers shall also send a form to each of their new
customers. Finally, the camers shall make the forms available to any person or entity
upon request

v

Pursuant to 47 CF R. § 54 401(d), the Commussion finds the camers shall be
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable
FCC rules and that the camer send an informational copy to th. Commission. The carmers

shall also be required to include in their annual report to the Commission the number of
subscribaers who receve Lifeline and Link Lip support

It s therefore
CORDERED, that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for ehigible

telecommunications companies prowviding local exchange servica to aliow eligible
consumers to receive the additional $1.75 in federal support, and it s

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission will not set up a state Lifeline program
to fund further reductions 2t this time; and it 15

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eiminate the existing TAP
program, that the South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that
the Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for seif-
certification, that the camers shall send these forms o all of ther customers prior 1o
January 1, 1998; that the camiers shall also send a form (o each of their new customers,
and thal the carners make the forms available to any person or entity upon request, and
nis




FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrier shall file with the FCC the information
demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier
send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also include in their
annual report to the Commission the number of subscribers who 1 ceive Lifeline and Link
Up support

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ /¢ Z day of November, 1997
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ACCENT FINDINGS OF FACT,

)
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR DESIGNATION ) CONCLUSIONS OF LAW,
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) ORDER AND NOTICE OF
)
)

CARRIER ENTRY OF ORDER
TC97-083

On Ju.e 17, 1997, the Public Utdities Commission (Commission) receved a request for
designation as an eligible telecommunications carer (ETC) from Accent Communications, Inc
(ACI). ACi requested designation as an ehgible lelecommunications camer within the local exchange
areas that conshitule its service area

The Commussion electronically transmitted notice of the filing and the intervention deadiine
lo interested individuals and entiies. No person or enlity filed 1o intervene Ey order dated
November 7, 1997, the Commission sel the heanng for this matter for 1 30 p.m on November 19,
1887, in Room 412 State Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota

The heaning was held as scheduled Al the hearnng, the Cormmission granted AC! a one year
waiver of the requirement o provide toll control service within its service area Al iis December 11,
1967, meeting, the Commussion granted ETC designation to ACI and designated its study area as
s service area

Based on the evidence of record, the Commission enters the following Findings of Fact and
Conclusions of Law

FINDINGS OF FACT
!

On June 17, 1997, the Commission received a request for designation as an ETC from ACI
ACI requested designation as an ETC within the local exchange areas that constitute its service
area ACI serves the following exchanges: Bnstol (492), Doland (835), Frederick (329); Hecla (994);
N. Hecla (701-992), and Mellette (887). Exhibit 1

I
Pursuant to 47 US C § 214(e)(2), the Commission is required to designate a common
carner that meets the requirements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated
by the Commission

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1), a common camer that is designated as an ETC is eligible
io receive universal service support and shall, throughout its service area, offer the services that are
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either using its own facilities or a
combination of its own facilities and resale of another camers services. The camer must also
advertise the availability of such services and the rates for the services using media of general
disinbution




v
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has designaled the lollowing services or
functionahties as those supported by federal universal service support mechanisms: (1) voice grade
access 1o the public switched network; (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its
functional equal. (4) single party service or its functional equivalent, (5) access lo emergency
services, (B) access lo operator services, (7) access to interexchange service, (B) access lo
directory assistance, and (9) toll imitation for qualifying low-income ct 1sumers. 47 CFR §
54.101(a)
Vv

As part ol its obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required 1o make available Lifeline and Link
Up services to qualifying low-income consumers. 47CF R §54 405 47CFR §54 411

Vi

ACI offers voice grade access to the public switched network to all consumers throughout
its service area.  Exhibit 1

Vil

ACI offers local exchange service including an amounl of local usage free of per minute
charges {o all consumers throughout its service area. |d

Vil

ACI offers dual lone mulli-frequency signaling to all consumers throughout its service area
id

X
ACI offers single party service 10 all consumers throughout its service area Exhibit 2
X

ACI offers access lo emergency services (o all consumers throughoul ils service area.
Exhibit 1

Xl
ACI offers access to operalor services to all consumers throughout its service area. |d
XN

ACI offers access to interexchange services to all consumers throughout its service area

X

ACI offers access to directory assistance to all consumers throughout ils service area. |d

L




Xiv

One of the services required 1o be provided by an ETC lo qualifying low-income consumers
is toll limitation. 47 CF.R. § 54.101(a)(9). Toll hmitation consists of both toll blocking and 1oll
control. 47 CFR.§ 54.400(d). Toll control is a service that allows consumers to specify a certain
amount of toll usage that may be incurred per month or per billing cycle. 47 C.F.R. § 54.400(c). Toll
blocking is a sernce that lets consumers elect not to allow the completion of outgeing toll calls. 47
C.F.R. § 54.400(b)

XV
ACI offers toll blocking to all consumers throughout its service area. Exhibit 1
XVi

ACI does nol currently offer toll control. |d. In order for AC! to provide toll control, additional
usage fracking and storage capabilities will have to be installed in its local swilching equipment. ACI
is attempting to determine whether the necessary software has been developed and when it might
become available |d

bAY

ACI stated that it 1s faced with exceptional circumsiances coneming i1s ability 1o make toll
control service available and requested a one year waiver from tha requiremeni 1o provide such
service. [d Prior to the end of the one year pericd, ACI will report back 1o the Commission with
specific information indicating when the network upgrades can be made in order to provide toll
control. id

AV

With respect to the obligation to advertise the availability of services supported by the federal
universal service support mechanism and the charges for those services using media of general
distribution, ACI stated thal it advertises the availability of is local exchange services in media of
general distribution throughout its service area. However, ACl has not generally advertised the
prices for these services. |d. ACI slaled is intention to comply with any advertising standards
developad by the Commission. |d

XX

ACI curmently offers Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in ils exchanges. Exhibit 2. ACI
will offer the Lifeline and Link Up service discounts in all of its service area beginning January 1,
1998, in accordance with 47 C F.R. §§ 54 400 to 54 417, inclusive, and any Commission imposed
requirements. Exhibit 2

XX

The Commussion finds that ACI currently provides and will continue to provide the following
services or functionalities throughout its service area; (1) voice grade access 10 the public swilched
network; (2) local usage; (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling; (4) single-party service, (5) access
to emergency services, (6) access to operator services, (7) access 1o inlerexchange service, (B)
access lo directory assistance, and (9) toll blocking for qualifying low-income consumers




XXl

The Commission finds that pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c) it will grant ACI a waiver of the
requirement to offer toll control services until December 31, 1998 The Commission finds that
exceptional circumstances prevent ACI from providing toll control at this ime due to the difficulty in
obtaining the necessary software upgrades lo provide the service

XX

The Commission finds that ACI intends to pronde Lifeline and Link Up programs to qualifying
customers throughout its se nce area consistent with state and federal rules and oroers

XX

The Commission finds that ACI shall advertise the availability of the services supported by
the federal universal service support mechanism and the charges therefor throughout is service
area using media of general distnbution once each year. The Commission further finds that if the
rate for any of the services supporied by the federal universal service support mechanism changes,
the new rate mus! be advertised using media of general distnbution

XXV

Pursuant to 47 US C_ § 214(e)(5), the Commission designales ACI's current study area as
its service area

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1

The Commuission has junsdiction over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31,
and47 USC §214

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(2), the Commission is required lo designale a common
camier that meets the requirements of seclion 214(e}(1) as an ETC for a service area designated
by the Commission

1]l

Pursuant 10 47 U S.C. § 214{e)(1), a common carmier that is designated as an ETC is eligible
to receive universal senvice support and shall, throughout its service area, offer the services that are
supporied by federal universal service support mechanisms either using its own facilities or a
combination of its own facilities and resale of another camer's services. The camer musit also
advertise the availability of such services and the rates for the services using media of general
distnbution

v

The FCC has designaled the following services or functionaliies as those supported by
federal universal service support mechanisms: (1) voice grade access to the public swiiched
network, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mulli-frequency signaling or its functional equal (4) single
party service or its functional equivalent. (5) access lo emergency services, (6) access (o operalor




services. (7) access lo interexchange serwice; (8) access lo directory assistance, and (9) toll
rmitation for qualifyvng low-income consumers 47 CF R § 54 101(a)

v

As part of ts obligations as an ETC, an ETC is required to make available Lifeline and Link
Up services 1o qualifying low-income consumers 47 CFR §54 405 47TCFR §54 411

Vi
ACI has met the requirements of 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the exception of the ability lo
offer toll control Pursuant to 47 CF R. § 54 101(c), the Commussion concludes that ACI has
demonsirated excepbonal crcumstances that justify granting # a warver of the requirement to offer
toll control until December 31, 1998
Vil

ACI shal provde Lifebne and Link Up programs 1o qualifysng cusiomers throughout its sennce
area consisten! with state and federal rules and orders

Vil

ACI shal advertise the avadabidity of the services supporied by the federal universal service
support mechanism and the charges therefor using media of general distnbution once each year
If the rate for any of the services supponed by the federal uriversal service support mechanism
changes, the new rale shall be advertised using media of general distnbution

I

Pursuantto 47 US C § 214(e)(5), the Commission designates ACI's current study area as
its service area

X

The Commussion designates ACI as an eligible telecommunications carrier for its service
area

It is therefore
ORDERED, that ACI's current study area is designated as is sernce area, and i is

FURTHER ORDERED, that ACI shall be granted a waiver of the requirement to offer loll
control services until December 31, 1998, and it 1s

FURTHER ORDERED, that ACI shall follow the advertising requiremnents as hisied above. and
nis

FURTHER CRDERED. that ACI is designated as an ehgible telecommunications camer for
its service area




NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that thus Order was duly entered on the L7 22 day of December,
1997 Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipl or
failure 1o accept delivery of the decision by the panms

Dated at Pie-te, South Dakota, this /7 7~ day of Decamber, 1967
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TE97-085F

Cooperative Telephone Company

RECEIVED

UE( 199/
December 30, 1997 SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC
UTILITIES M AsISSION

William Bullard, JIr

Executive Director

South Dakota Public Unlities Commission
State Capitol Building

S04 E Capitol Avenue

Pierre, South Dakota 57401-5070

Dear Mr Bullard

Enclosed please find certification of mailing of the regulations and application for
Lifeline and Link Up Plans. These were mailed Tuesday, December 30, 1997

Also attached 15 copy of the actual mailing to each customer of Jame . Viulley Cooperative
Telephone Company

Thank you,

Sincerely,

Olote. A

Clinton Hanson, Manager

James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company
and

Accent Communications Inc



12-30-97

CERTIFICATION OF MAILING
LIFELINE AND LINE UP PLAN

I, Clinton Hanson, General Manager for James Valley Cooperative Telephone
Company and Accent Communications, Inc., headquarters at 125 E st Ave., Groton,
South Dakota, do hereby certify that on this day, December 30, 1997, a mailing of the
regulations and application form for Lifeline and Link Up programs was sent to all
customers of record and deposited in the U.S. Ml at the Groton, South Dakota Post
Ofhice for distnbution. Copy of said notice is hereby anached.

Clinton Hanson, Manager

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA)
COUNTY OF BROWN )

On this 204, day of December, 1997, before me personally appeared Clinton
Hanson, Manager of James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company, known (o me 1o be
the person described herein and who executed the within instrument and acknowledged to
me that he has executed the same

Loavey Aundin
Notary Pablic

- : = f
My Commussion Expires 2- 12005

(SEAL)




NOTICE

TO ALL
JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TELEFHONE COMPANY
AND
ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS INC
TELEPHONE CUSTOMERS

Recent changes brought about by the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 have
resulted in the introduction as of January 1, 1998, of new low-income assistance programs
in South Dakota. Effective January Ist, low-income subscribers may qualify to receive
reduced monthly and installation charges for basic telephone service. Details regarding
the Lifeline and Link-Up programs are included on the reverse side of this notice.

If you, as a subscriber, qualify, you may complete the enclosed application form and
return it to our ofTice at:

James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company
Accent Communications Inc.

235 East First Ave
PO Box 260
Groton, SD 57445-0260

It is required in signing and submitting the application that you certify under
penalty of perjury that you, in fact, qualify for Lifeline and Link-Up benefits, and if,
at any time, you become ineligible, you will notify James Valley Cooperative
Telephone Company or Accent Communications Inc.

IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE NEW LIFELINE AND LINK-UP
REPLACE THE TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE PLAN (TAP) CURRENTLY IN
EFFECT IN SOME PARTS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. UNDER THE NEW LIFELINE
PROGRAM, ELIGIBLE CUSTOMERS RECEIVE A $5.25 REDUCTION TO
THEIR BASIC MONTHLY TELEPHONE SERVICE. UNDER THE CURRENT
TELEPHONE ASSISTANCE PLAN, THE REDUCTION IS $7.00.

Please read the enclosed matenals carefully. If you have any questions regarding these
programs, call 611 or 1-BO{)-556-6525.
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