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South DakOtJ 
Public UtilitiCj Conuni.ssion 
Smt' CJpi1ol SOO E. Capitol 

Pierre, SD 57501,5070 
Phone: (800) JJ:?- 1782 

F.u: (60S) 77J-JS09 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SER VICE FILINGS 
Tl>eM .,. Ille tolec-llona .e~• flllnga tlwl the Ca,m,iwon "'' 1o<eived kit lhe pe,iOcl of· 

06/13/97 through 06/19/ 97 
II YO\! ne.o • cornplt'I• copy of• l\f,jno rutd. ov«1n,ot,1 ta.p,ea.Hd. o, ~ to you. pl,l:• M c.onc.ct Oria!ne Kokio "1tl'lln ttv·• d.tys of tt»s l'ikn9~ 

DOCK£T 
NUMBIER 

TC97•076 

TC97-091 

TC97-103 

TC97-104 

TITLE/STAFF/SYNOPSIS 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

ApplicoOOll t,v Journey Telecom tn1ornalion1l, Inc ro, a Ce111ficale of Authority to operate as o telecommunleat>ons company 
witrnn tho state of South 011kuta (Slatf TS/TZ; 

Applu:atiOn by Calls for Le-ss. Inc dlb'a Ctl. r01 a Certl\(ale ol Authority to operatu as a tcfecommunlc:at>Ons company Wllhln 
the state of South Oakora (Stall· TS/T"Z) Appltcant seeks authority to o"(Jlnate and terminare "inrrastalt. lntral.A TA and 
lntort.ATA calls of bus,neu and 1t<Siden11a1 customers, to operate as a Travel and 0-ebit <Prepaid Cal111g) Card resellf!r and 
10 provide COCOTICOPT sen.Ice • _____ _ 

Application by Cr;stal CommunleallOns, Inc for a Ce11Jlieate of Autholify to opertilC! u a telecommunH;abons company within 
tho stale or South Dakota. (Stall. TSITZ) Applicant seeks authoflty to p,Olllde local tefec:ommun~atK>ns solllices and 
lntercxchange tolecommunlcobons services The Appr.cant will not otfor any loeal telecommunications son.ic:H wtthln a Rural 
Tolopt\one Company sorvk:ea1ep without seeking separate Commission authority. 

Applicallon by Olln!ek:o, Inc fo, a Cert6cl14 or Au1110111y to oporote as a telecommunications company Wlt/nn the stare ot South 
Dakoto (Stoff: TS/T"Z) Appl,cant "Intends to subScnbe to and r.sell all forms of lnter-erchange and lntra-erchange 
toloeommurocalions seMccs In the state ot South Dakota, lndudr>g local d,at tone seMCes, Mess;ige Telepnono SeMCe, Wrdo 
Area Telephone SeNlce, WATS.like seNices, J01e-.in exchange service, private !ones, bo lln1ts, access seMce. cellular son.ice. 
local SWl1ched serw:e and other serAcos and facilllies of communleallc)ns _common earners and othe onbt!es • 

REQUEST FOR ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY STATUS 

DATE 
FILED 

06/13197 

06/17197 

06/19197 

06/19/97 

Intrastate Telephone Company, Inc pun.oant to 47 U,S.C. 21'(e) and 47 CFR S-4.201 heteby seeks deslgnolion as an el'9lble 
tolocommunlcations carrier Y.ithln the local exchange areas that conSlitute i1S seMCO area In South Dakota Intrastate 
Telephone Company ks the fac,tlbes-bas.od local nchange carrier prosonuy provid,ng local exchange tole.communications 

TC97 ,on I serw:es ,n the torloy,ing exchanges in Souu, Dakota· Bradley (78,'), CMl!ey,ood (793), Cla1~ (532). Florence (758), HaytJ (783). I 06/13/97 
Lake Nordon (785), Waubay (947). Webster (345) , WIiiow Lako (625) and Bryant (628) 1.ntmstate Telephone Company. to 
CS ~odgo. s the only calT!er today l)(ovding local exchange tolecommunlcaliOns serAces in the above lclenb1\ed o~chango 
oreas (Sta~ HBll<C 
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INTERVENTION 
DEADLINE 

07/07/97 

07'07/97 

07~7/97 

07~7/97 

07/07197 



TCl7-07'1 

TC97..080 

TC97· 081 

TC97-083 

TC97•084 

TC97.085 

lntol'ltate Telecommunlcalions Cooperawa. Inc pu,suant lo 47 U S.C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby • ~cits dos,gnouon 
as an ebgoble telecommunoeat10n1 corner wrthln the local uchange areas that consbtu1e tts sen,,ce area 1n South Dakota 
lntent.lto Telecommunlcnons Cooper.awe is the laCllroH-based local e1ch1nge ca1111u p1ewnuv p,CMding local e1chango 
101ocommunlc1b0ns servic:es III lh& lollow4no etchangos In s , uth OakoUl. Goodwin (795), Clear Lake (874) , Gary (272), 
Estellone (873), Bnmdl (878), Astoria (832). Toronto (794), W ttl Htndrlclts (479). Elkton (542), WMo (629) Brooloogs Rural 
(693) S<nal (828). Nundll/Rulland (586) . W entwor1h (483) and Chester (489) lntet"ate TelecommullieallOns Cooperal!Vt, 
lo tta knOWled(le, IS the onty earner today Plovidino local exehange 1elecommunocauons seMCeS 1n the oboYe ldenbfied 
ei chnngo 11001 (Stall· H Bll<C 

Wt'il. RMII C-111Mt Telephone Company pyrsuant to 47 USC 2t4(e) and 47 CFR S-' 201 hereby seela dHlgnabOn as 
an elgoble telecommunw:n ons car11er Within Ille local e, change areas that consbtUle rts se,v,ee area •n South Oa1<01a West 
RNor Tefephono ,s lhn toeillllos-basoo local o «change carronr proaonlfy providing focal erchango telecommunlcotions serw:es 
in lM lollo\wlg e• charc,es a.on (244) BuNalO (375) . Camp CrOOll (tw.>-797) and (406,972) Meadow (788) Bil<! Sorum (8661 
W est RNe! TetephOne to cs lulowtedge ,s the onty caroer 1oc11y p10\lldlng local iuchange telecommunoca:ions S<"MCH ,n Ille 
above ldenbllod &<change areas . tSIAN . H Bll<C 

Stitlelne Tei-ntnuroca!IOM lnC pu11uan1 to 47 USC 21 4(1) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby soel<s des,gnaliOn as an ebgible 
telecommUnlCllbOns c:erner Within the local 11rchange areas that conSlltU1e ots yrv,ce area rn South Da\ol/1 Sl/llelone tS the 
laellrllH •basod focal e, ch1nge earner PfOsontly PfO'lldlllll local e, change telecommurucaliOns seMGes in the follOW1ng 
erehanoos NCW11II (456) Nrsl11nd (2S7) ond Lemmon (605,374) and (701 · 376) S1a101ane, 10 rts knowfeogo iS lhe only co rroer 
today PfCMd,ng local etehar,ge 1el11communieab0ns seMCes in lhe 1bove lden~fred erchange areas (Sl/lrt H!lll<C) 

Accent CommuniCllbons Inc pu11mrnt 10 47 USC 2 14(e) ancl 47 CFR S4 201 hereby seeks oes,gnabon as an 01,g,ble 
torecommurvcarJons came, wrlhtn t11e local oxcnange ereas lhal c:ont11tul 11 lb seMCe urea Ac,cen1 ls the racU11>os b11slld 
111change c:erner presently PfCMd,ng local o , change htlecommunocauons seMCes on the following • •~hi nges Bns101 (492) 
Doland (6) 5) Fr.oencl!. !329) Hec:l.t (994). North Hecla (701,992) and Mellene (887) Ac:conl 10 ots llnow1edge os tne onty 
earner 10dayp,O'lldJOO loc al e• change lelecomn,unteaoon, seMCes trHhe at>ove ldenbfied e acho~ arns Jfilart HBICH 

James Va~eyCooperawe Telephone Co..,pany pu11uan1 to 47 USC 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks des,gna1>0n 
H an ehgo.blo telecommunocabOns caroer w,1tt,n the loeal e•Change areas 1/\lt conllrtllle rts MMC" area III SOUi/\ Da, otll 
James Vulley Cooporawe Telephone Company IS the lac:,htes-b11sod e, c.hange earner p,e,,enlly prOVld,ng local o, c11angr, 
telocommuniea!IO<IS soMCa 1n the lollow,ng e•changus 111 South Dakota Arldo,,or (298) Cl aremont (294) Columbia (396) 
Conde (382). Ftmey (39S) Groton (397) Houghton (US) and Turton (897) James Valley CooperallVe h lephonf' Compan~ 
to rtJ ~nowfedge rs I/le onlt came, IOday p10~ local eu:.hange lelocommunoc• oons seMCes III IM at>ove ldtnbf~ 
uchanoo ,ueas { StaN HBICH1 

Heartland Communications Inc purs.,ant to 47 USC 2 14(e) and 47 CFR S4 201 hereby see~s deMg" at.on as an el,g·blfl 
1e1ecommunca110ns earner Within the local • •change areas lhal conSbtute rts sel\1Ce an,a on South D1\ ota Heartland 
Commun,ca!IOM ., IIW faCIIIIJ.tS·based loc:al o• Change cornor p<Henlly PfOvlding local eachange telecommulliC&bOns 1urv.:o, 
tn Ille lollow,ng erchanges 1n South Dakota Platte/Geddes (337) Heartlllnd Communoca110ns to rts "'1owfed(le o the only 
carnet todayp1111•d·ng local 11, chang~ lf'lf'COmmunocaUQns s~MCM ,nth~ al)oVe denCflNI e, change aru, (S1al1 HB,CH 
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Mdslalo Telepoo,,e Company, Inc. pursuan110 41 U.S C 214(1) and 47 CFR 54 201 h~l\!bysHkS degjgnabOn as an eligible 
ret.communicallions carrier v.llhln 1!le local exchange areas lhal a>nslllute 115 Nlllieo art1111 South Oekotn Modstale Tolep/loM 
Company Is lho rac:filC'e5.based local exchange carrier Pfl!Senlly ptovlding local e• cha1111e 101ocommunlcatio1lS service$ ln the 

TC97-086 J~ nd\afiOei Iii Soul!\ Dakoli: Academy (126}, Delmont (779). FL Thompsoo {24S). Gann Valli,y (293), l<lmball (778). 06117i!l7 07/07/{17 
New Holland (243), Pukwana (894), Stickney (7 32) and Whfte Lake (249). Mldstate T elophone Company, 10 its knowtedge, 
is lho only carrier loday ptOl/iding local exchange lolecommunlcations sef'kes 1o lhe abOlla lden~'lled e,chan1111 areas (Staff 
HBICH) 

Baltic Telecom Cooperawe pursuanl 10 47 U.S.C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seelt,s dnlgnabOn u an cllgible 
1&1ecor11munica!lons catrier will1iln Iha local e)c.hange areas 1/\al COMll1Ulo 115 HMCO area S1l11C Tolacom Cooperative ,s the 

TC97-087 racmlies-based local exchange earner presenUy J)lovld,ng local erehange 1e1ecommu~tions aeMCe5 1n the 1oUowing 06117/97 07/07/97 
exchanges, Baille (529) and Crooks (543). Baltic Telecom Coo~raOl/e, lO Ila knowledge, 1$ the only earner 1oday p,ovld,ng 
local ellChanne 1olecommunlcatrons services In 'the above ldenbfied nc.hanoe a,eas. /S11N HBIKCI 

East Plalns Telecom, Inc. pursuant to 47 U.S.C 214(0) al":! 47 CFR 54.201 hereby ueks dn,gnal>On as an tltQlble 
telecommunications earner "'11M1 the local exchange areas thal conslitUle its HMC:e area Ees1 Plains Tehtcom, Inc. ts the 

TC97,088 f ac;hlJe,.based local or chongo conior ptese"tly ptovld,ng local erchango 1elecommunlc:8bons seNtces lo the followmg 06/17/97 07/07197 
exdlanges. Alcester (934). Hudson (984). and EltSI Hudson (71 2-982) Eul Plains Telecom, Inc., 10 ti$ know1edge, ,s the only 
earner lodav 0tovidin<l local exchanne 1elecommunlcations sorw:es In the above idonbfted e1channe areas IS1alf HBIKCI 

Weslern Telephone Company pursuant to H U .S.C 214(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby soob de,agnot>on as an elil;d>le 
lelecommurications carrier Within !he local eldlar-QO areas Iha! cons!IIU1e ils SOMCt area In South Dakota Weslern Telephone 

TC97-089 is !he ~es-based tocol exchange comer pies:enlly l)(ovlding local er change lelecommunlcal!Ons servlees In the IOIIOW!flO 06117197 07/07/97 
Olthanges: Cresbard (324), Faulkton (598) and Orient (3!12) . W estern Telephone. lo IIS knovAedQo, is the only carrie1 today 
orcwidinn local exchanne tell!communlcatlons serw:es on tho above idenbfiod er channe areas. ISlatl HBIKCI 

Sl0Cl(holm-S1f8ndburg Telephone Company pur.uanl to 47 USC. 214(0) and 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks designabon as 
an ollgiblo lolecommunications carrier within the loc1I exchange areas thal conslllule its service area In South Oakolo 

TC97.090 Stod'.holm is lhe la~ local exchange carrier p,esenlly Pl<Mdlng Jocal exchange telecommumcabons selllices In lhe 
following exchanges ,n South Dakota. Slockholm-Stn1ndburg (876. Re\'lllo (623) and South Shore (756). Slockholm, lo its 06/17/97 ,07,07197 

Mowlodgo. Is the only earner loday providing local exchange lelecommuntcabOn, seMCes 111 lhe nbo•e idonbfltld e.xchange 
areas 1s1all0 HB/KC) 

Kennebec Telopt,ona Co pursuant lo 47 U S.C 21 4(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 herebof seeks. designation as an oli(J,ble 
telecommunlcadons carrn,r wlthln 1h11 local e•change areas lhol consblute its serw:e area in South Dakola. Kennebec 

TC97.092 Telephone C cs 1he facilmos-based local exchange carrier presenlly providing local excnange telecommunbbons sorvic:811 06/18197 07i07/97 
in lho le>~ oxchanges: Kenoobec (869) end Presho (895) Kennet>K Telel)llono Co. 10 tt4 kJrlOWl~e. ls the only earner 

,--. todav orovidlna local exchange 1,1ecommunlcalioM selllice• In the above idenbflod a1chatv10 areas 1Stall· HBICHl 

Jellerson Telephone Co .. Inc pursuan110 47 U S,C 21 4{e} and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks des,gnabon ns an eWgibl@ 
telocommunicabons earner wnnln the local exchange areas !hat consutule ilS ser.,ce nroa In SoUlh Dakota Jellerson 

TC97·093 Telephone Co , Inc ,s lhe lacrlllles-based local e1change carrnir prosenlly prow;ling local eJchango 1elecommu~oons 06/18197 07/07(97 
serw:es In !ho following eirchango Jetfurson (966) Jellerson Telephone Co., Inc , to ilS knOWledge. is the only earner today 
DIOV!!l•nn t~al e~cti,nao 1ol1Kommuoi4:alions SQMCti 111 1he above ldenbfiod ei chD-o areas fSlatl HBICHl 

PAGE3 0F6 



Sully Bunes Telephone Cooperall\le, Inc pursuant to HUS C 21 4(e) and , 1 CFR 5' 201 hereby seeks dHlgnabOn as an 
eligible tetecommuncabons earner Wl1hln the local erchange area.s thal consbMe IIS service area Sully Buttes Telephone rs 
the taclll~ot-based local exchango carrier piesenUy PfOl/lding local exchange lelocommunrcatlons 50MCes m thu lolfowing 

TC97-09• exchanges West Onoda (26'), H4chc:oclt {266), Soneco (436). Tolstoy (•42) . Onaka cu n. Wes,lngton <•Sa). Langford (493) 
ROSholl (537), Tulate (596) HighmOle (8S2), Hanold (!75) Ree He,ghls (943) Hoven {O• e) Blunt (11112) and East Onada (973) 

06119197 07/07197 

Sully 8uttes Telephone, to G kncllo1eclge ,stile OOly c:amer today PIOWIIIIQ IOcal t r tna"lle tel&eommun.ca~ ·S serv,c;es III the 
abolle idennfied exchanne au,as !Start HB/CHI 

Venture Communications Inc pursuant to ,47 USC 21'(e) :ind , 7 CFR 5" 201 tlereby 1ec,ks d;,:11gna11Qf\ IS an tl,g,ble 
telecommunoc:abons earner Wll/lln lhe foe.II erc:llange areas that con$ti!••r 'IS ffMCt a•e• Vftnture Commu~ICllbons is the 
tac,lrlle$-bHed 1oc111 o.change carrier PIOHntfy l)(ollld,ng local erchange 1e1..eommur11C11bona HMCes 1n lhe lollowlnQ 

TC97,095 oxchanges Onida (258), Bowdle (28S), Roscoe (287), Plerpon1 (325) Brmon (448) Ormon NO (701 ,..43) Roslyn (486) 06119197 07/07197 
Wessangtoo Sl)IV19S (539). Selby (649), Genysburg (76~) and Leblnon (76S) Vonru,, Commun,cabOns 10 IIS knowledge ,s 
1IWI only earner today Pl~ local er c:llanga 1elecommun1ea11on1 HMCes III tht abcr,e odon~fted etthanga area~ (Statf 
HBICH) 

SANCOM Inc pursuanl to 47 USC 21'(e) and 47 CFR 54 201 hwreby 1eeksdt$10na110n at en ebg,b4e telecomrnunocabons 
cnrnttr Within the local tJchange areas that conslit\lto 115 seMCe area in So<.rlh Dakota SANCOM-, the taCll<lles baled local 

TC97·096 eldlango came, presenlly prCMdlng local e.dlangt 1e1tcommun.ca110ns M!MCts 11111\e lollow,ng eacnanges ,n South Oakola 06 19117 07I07/fJ7 
Wolwf (U3), Paricstoo (928) and Tnpp (935) SANCOM, to R'S ltnowledgo IS tho only earner lo<lay provod,ng local e, change 
lolocommunleallons sorv,ces in lhe abolle ldnnbftod erchanne areH (Stall HBICHI 

Sanborn Telephone Coopera!Na pursuant to , 1 USC 214(e} ano 47 CFR 5' 201 htr•b'; SHudo11gna110n as an ebg.ble 
telecommunicallOns earner Wllhon lho local erchange 11eas that constru1a rta seMCe aroa ., SoUU\ Oakot.a Sa.nborn 

TC97,097 Tt>lophono r, tho la~ ·bil50d toe.JI e•Chonge cmoor pr11ent1y PIO\llll!ft(J IOC•l e, flrnngo tolecommunlcnl>Ons $6MC11s 1n 1110 00119,9, 07/07197 
lollowtng otehonge, in South Oakotu Ethan (227) Ml Vernon (236) lolchor c2, a1 roro,tburg C• 9S) Allosian (527> 
Wnonsocktl (796) and Alpena 18'9) Sanboln T eltphone to IIS ~owtedge II IM only t11rner loday "'°""'"'II local 111cr,,,ngr 
lelecommuroc:abons ser.,ce, 1n the abo1111 odenllfled e, channe areu (Statt l'lB'CH) 

Bor0$lo«S Munropal Tell'pl\One Co pursuant to 47 USC 21' (e) and , 1 CFR s, 201 heruby • .,oks dellgnabon as on ebgrb4o 
telecommun,callOns co11ne1 Wllhln the local e•change 11eas thal contbtute o HMCe •re• 111 South Oakol~ Beresford Tel 

TC97 098 is IN laa.oos based local uchange earner presently !)(OWiing local e,change 1elecommun.ab0ns •~Mees., the lotlo-Mng 06.1997 07/07197 
• • change Bereilord (763) Ber~tord Tel . 10 ti$ knowtedgo. rs the only earner lodll'f p101110ing local ttichange 
lolocommuruc:nuons sol\'\Ces tn tho nbovo ldonolled "rcharvio aroa, (SlaH HBIKCl 

Roben:i County Telephone COOPef11~"' AsaooallOn pu,$U.ln1 to 47 USC 21' (e) and , 1 CFR 5" 201 neroby He~• des,gnabOn 
as • n eligible lelecommunKabOns came, wtlh<n the local e•change &rea. lhal conllllut<' ~, ,.eMCe area Rot>era County 

TC97-099 
T elophono Cooperallvo Assoc,abon ,s the tncitrties•bosed local o, c:nango CiWll!r r u·~cnUy prOVICl,ng locol ,,.chll"{IU 

06 19 97 07,0719 7 telt1C01TVOOnocnDons scrMCH., u,., totlowv>g eachangos Norl/1 New Effington NO (701 63' ) New Etr,ng1011 (637) und C1a11 0 
City (652) Roberts County Telephone CoopernlM! Auooatlon to flJ I now1.ao, °'" U\t1 only car!lfr toda; p,o,,,t1.ng local 
e,chanop rnt.,commun..:~(l()M <~MCf'S ,n lh" above t!IM~liNI ncnanop arPH• •Stall HB'l<CI 
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TC97-100 

TC97-101 

TC97-102 

TC97-105 

RC Communications. lnc. 1XJ1Su1nt to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR S4.201 11ereby s,eekS designal/On as an eligible 
t~ eanler wilhln the IOcal exchange aites 1h11 cons1IIIJ!e Its strke area, RC Communlcat>ons Is the tacllllie:r 
b11od local e1ct,1ngo c11rier prnonUy prcr.idlng local elChlngo tol0Gommunka1ion1 strku 111 lhe lollOWll11l ucti,ngot. 
Nollh Veblen, NO (701-634) . Wilmot (938). Peever (932), Veblen (738) ond Summit (3911). RC Communlcoliooa, to IIS 
know1edge. IS th• only c:arrier today ptovldimg local excl1ange telecommunlcatioos services In thu above ldendfied exchange 
areas • . (Slatt;_Han<C 

Splitrock Properties. Inc. pu1$uant to 47 U.S.C. 214(e) and 47 CFR 54.201 hereby seeks designabon as an ebg,blo 
telecommunications carrier Within the local e1C11ange areas that constitute its nN!co area In South OakolJI Spl,trock 
Proporties, lne. ls the fac:ilt1Jes-based local exchange carrier ptHenUy p<owllng local e&h3"!18 telecommunications services 
in the lollowlng excl1anges In South Dakota: Howardi'Cartha11e (772) and Oldharr.lRamona (4112) Spf.trock Propenles. Inc • 
to its ltnow1edge, Is the only carrier today providing toail etchange telecommulliC&I/Ons seNlces In the above Identified 
e.1ch1nge areas. (Staff; t-18/1(~ 

S~k Tele<:om CooperallYe, Inc. puisuanl 'tO 47 U.S.C 214{e) al)(! 47 CFR S4.201 hereby seek$ designation as an eligible 
celecommunications carrier wrthln the local exc:llange areas that consbMo its serw;e area, Spl4roel( Telecom Cooperative, 
Inc. 1$ the facdllies-based local exchange c;arrier pr8Sllntly providing local exchange lele-communlcaoons selViees lo the 
following nchanoes· Brandon (582) and Ganeison (60S-59') and (507-597). Splilrock il'elecom Cooperative, In<: ., torts 
know1&dge, Is the only carrier today pr·oVld,ng local e1change lelecommunlcalions serkes In the above Identified exchange 
areas. (Stall 1-18/KC 

Tn.Counry Telecom, Inc. IXJrsuant to , 1 U.S C 21'(e) end 47 CFR 54 201 hereby seeks dt!5'Qneb0n as an e~e 
1elecommu~11ions c;orMr '!'!Min !ht 1~111 ••~l\ange areas that consll!Ule its seMCe area in South Dakota. Tri-County 
Telecom. Inc. ls lhe facilities.based local exchange carrier presently prowfrng local erehango telecommunlcations services 
In rho followmg exchanges in SoU1h Dakota: Clayton (825) and Emery (« 3). Tri-County Telecom, Inc .. lo its knowledge, is 
the only carrier today piovldlng local exchange lelecommunications serw:es in 11:e above ldentiflO<I exchange arns. (Slafl· 
HBIC 

FILING OF TYPE 1 PAGING AGREEMENT 

06/19197 

06/19197 

06/19lll7 

06119197 

US WE''>T CommunicabOns, Inc filed tor apr<oval by the Comml$slon the Type 1 Paging Agreement between l(JAM Mobile 
Paging "nd US WEST "1'hls Agreement W11$ reachod through volunlary neoodalions Without resort lo mediation or arbrtration 
and is submrtted for approval puBuanl to Soe110n 252(e) of tho CommunicabOns Act of 1934, as amended by the 

TC97-079 I Telocommunlc8tions Act of 1996 .... KJAM Mobile Paging and US WEST furthet request that the Commlsslon approve this I 06f16197 
Agroemont without a heaMg and l!oithout aAlowlng tho intervention of other parties. Bacau:se thrs Agreament was roached 
through voluntary negotiations, « doll$ not raise lssJes requlnng a hearmg and does not concern other oarllu not a part ol the 
neQoliabOns Expe<fllious approval would turther_the j)\Jbllc lnlorest· 

NONCOMPETITIVE TELECOMMUNICAnONS FILINGS 

US WEST Communicabons t\Jed lllnlf sheets that remove relorances to 01ch8ngos that l)ave been solo by US WEST The 
TC97-082 I sale wu efleetrvo June t , 1997 In addition. this lifinO Includes ,ome text changes and ~fean,up ~oms US WEST has I 06'17197 

,oouestlld ao elfectrve date of Juno t 1!197. for tills filing !Stnlf· OJ/CH 

PAGE 5 OF'6 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07197 

07/07/97 

07/07197 

NA 



FILING OF INFORMATIONAL INTRASTATE PAYPHONE TARIFFS 

'A Eas1 Plains Tolocom Inc on June 13 1!197 NA NA 
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SoedZ'~ 
Public Utilities Uommission 
Sulc Cap,tol Building. 500 wt Capitol Avenue, P,cnc. Soutl, Dokoea S7$01-~'70 

October 1, 1997 

Mr Richard O Coit 
Executive Oitector 
SOITC 
P. O. Box57 
Pierre, SO 57501 

RE· Eligible Telecommunieatlons Climer appllcauon. TC97-078 
Interstate Telecommunications Coope.ralive, Inc 

Dear Mr Coit· 

The above, referenced appl,catoon has been reVM!Wed by the staff of (he Public Utilities 
Commission. The following additional infonnatlon Is ~eded In oroer for the Commission to 
consider this applleation· 

I Pursuant to 47 C.F R 54. 101(a)(4), slngfe..palty service or ,ts functlonal equivalent must 
be made avaUable by an EliQ1bl11 Telecommunications carrier (ETC) to rec:eive universal 
safllice suppon l'IHK:hanlsms Does the above-referenced company haYe this service? 

2. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R 54.405 and 54.411, Lifeline and Unk Up services must be made 
available by an ETC to qualifying low·rncome CQ'1sumers. Does the applicant comp:iny, as 
rel,renced above. make thesa services available to quahfying consumers? 

3 Please provide a venrieatiOn by an authonzed officer, under oalh, to lhe Commiss10n In 
wtilch the app&cant represents to the CotmlisSIC>ll that the facts s1ated in the Request for ETC 
Designation and the response to data request nos 1 and 2, above, are truthful. 

PIJ..ase respond byOctobe< 14, 1997 Upon receipt of this information, i t wlll be evaluated by 
slaff and the matter will be scheduled for consideration by the Commission Thank you for 
your attention to this matter 

PLEASE NOTE 11-tA T STAFF'S POSITION IS THAT THE COMMtSSION CAN ONLY MAKE 
AN ETC DESIGNATION FOR THOSE EXCHANGES WHICH ARE LOCATED IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA, 

s117rcly. e 
/ 

,1 ~, . /1,11'U.,v 
Karen Cremer 
Staff Attorney 

= Harlan Best 

,,,. ~ 



' 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE FILINGS BY THE ) ORDER FOR AND NOTICE 
FOLLOWING TE~ COMMUNICATIONS ) OF HEARING 
COMPANIES FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATl·ONS ) 
CARRJERS: ) 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

VALLEY CABLE & 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SA"TELUTE ) 
) 

VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. ) 

SIOUX VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

) 

MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
) 

INTRASTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. ) 

WEST RIVER f'OOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY ) 

STATELINE TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) 
) 

TC97-068 

TC97.0S9 

TC97-070 

TC97-471 

TC97-473 

TC97-074 

TC97-075 

TCf7.o71 

TC97-080 

TC97-081 



ACCENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

JAMES VALLEY COOPERATIVE TEILEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEARTLAND COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

MIDSTATE TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. 

BAL TIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLAINS TELECOM, INC. 

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. 

suu y BUTIES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

SANCOM, INC. 

2 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

) 
) 

TC97-083 

TC97-084 

TC97-085 

TC97-086 

TC97--087 

TC97-088 

TC97-089 

TC97-090 

TC97-092 

TC97--093 

TC97-094 

TC97-095 

TC97-096 



SANBORN TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) TC97-097 
I 

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE CO. ) TC97-098 
) 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE ) TC97-099 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION ) 

RC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. ) TC97-100 
) 

,SPUTROCK PROPERTIES, INC. ) TC97-101 
) 

SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) TC97-102 
) 

TRI-COUNTY TELECOM, INC. I TC97-105 
) 

FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-108 
I 

ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) TC97-113 
COMPANY ) 

BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) TC97-114 
TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

UNION TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-115 
) 

MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHON-E ) TC97-117 
COMPANY ) 

KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY ) TC97-121 
I 



BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS IINC. D/8/A 
HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

HANSON COMMUNICATIONS INC. 0/BIA ) 
MCCOOK TELECOM ) 

WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE 

MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. 

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

THREE RIVER TELCO 

TC97-125 

TC97-130 

TC97-131 

TC97-154 

TC97-155 

TC97-163 

TC97-167 

The South Oakola Public Ullhties Commission (CommisslOO) recerved reques1s from 
the above captioned telecommumcahons companies requesting des1gnat1on as ehg1ble 
telecommumcat1ons earners 

The Comm,ss,on electronically uansmrtted noltce of the filings ar.d the 1nten,en!Jon 
deadlines to ,nterested 1nd1v1duals and en1111es On June 27, 1997. the Comm1ss1on 
recerved a Peut,on to Intervene from Dakota Telec::omml.nlcations Systems. Inc. (DTS) and 
Dakota Telecom Inc (DTI) with reference to Foo Randall Telephone Campany (Docket 
TC97-075) On Ju+y 15 1997. at rts regularly scheduted meeting, the Com1mss1on granted 
intervenlton to OTS and OTI in Ooeket TC97-075 No other Petitions to Intervene were 
filed 

The Comm,SSIOO has JUOsd:dlon over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chap•ers 1 ·26 
and 49-31 1nciud1ng 1-26-18. 1-26-19 49-31-3. 49-31-7. 49-31 ·7 1, 49-31 -11 . and 47 
U S C § 214(e)( 1) through (5) 

The issues at the hearing shall be as follows ( 1) whether the above captioned 
telecommumcattons companies should be granted designation as ehg1bte 
telecomm .. m1ca11ons camers and (2) what service areas shall be established by the 
Comm,ss1on 



A heanng shall be held at t :30 PM . on Wednesday, November 19, 1997. 1n Room 
412, State Capitol, Pierre. South Dakota It shall be an adversary proceeding conducted 
pursuant to SDCL Chapter l ·26 All par1!es have the right to be present and to be 
represented by an attorney These righls and other due process rights shall be for1eited 
if not exerosed at the heanng If you or your representative fail to appear at the time and 
place set for the hearing, the Final Deccsion will be based solely on the teshmony and 
evidence provided, 1f any, o...r1ng the heanng or a Final Dec1s1on may be Issued by default 
pursuant to SDCL 1-26-20. Alter the heanng the Commission will consider all evidence 
and testimony that was presented at lhe hearing The Commission will then enter Findings 
of Fact. Conclusions of Law. and a Final D8C!sion regarding this matter As a result of this 
hearing, the Commission may either grant or deny the request from any of the above 
captioned telecommunications companies requesting designation as an etigible 
telecommunications earner. and lhe Commission shall establish service areas for eligible 
telecommun1cat1ons camers The Commission's decision may be appealed by the parties 
to the state Circuit Court and the state Supreme Court as provided by law It is therefore 

ORDERED that a hearing shall be held at the time end place specified abo,.-e on 
the issues of whether the above captioned li!lecommun1ca11ons companies should be 
granted designation as eligible telecommunications earners, and the Commission shall 
eslabhsh service areas for ehg1ble telecommunications carriers. 

Pursuant to the Amencans with D1sab11ities Act, this hearing 1s being held in a 
physically accessible locaHon Please contact the Public Utilities Comm1ss1on at 11-800-
332-1782 at least 48 hours prior to the heanng If you have special needs so arrangements 
can be made to accommodate you _ / 

. 'I-/'/ 
Dated at Pierre. South Dakota. this 'J day of November. 1997 

CERnFICAT( Of SERVICE 

Off!CIAL SE.Ol. 

s 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
Commissioners Burg, Nelson and 
Schoenfelder 

Executive D11ector 



l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

2 4 

25 

l 

THE PUBL IC UTIL IT IES COMMI SSION 
OF THE STATE OP SOUTH DAKOTA 

·~~~--~--~ 
IN TH£ MATTER OF THE PILINGS BY THE 
POLLOWI NG TELECOMM UNICATIONS 
COMPAN IES FOR DESIGNATION AS 
ELI GIB LE TELECOMMUNI CATIONS CARR I ERS: 

VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMe ANY 

GOLDEN WEST TEL£COMMON1 CATI0NS 
COOPERATIVE, I NC. 

VALLEY CAB LE & SATELL I TE 
COMM UNI CATI ONS, I NC. 

VALLEY TELECO MMUNICATI ONS COOPERATI VE 
ASSOCI ATES, I NC. 

SIOUX VALLEY TE LEPHONE COMPANY 

MOUNT RUS HMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY 

PORT RAN DALL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

I NTRASTATE TELEPHO NE COMPANY 
COOPPRAT I VE, I NC. 

I NTEPSTATE TELECOMM UN I CAT IONS 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

WEST RIVER COOPERATl VE TELEPHONE 
COMP.1,NY 

STATEL I NE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS, INC. 

ACCENT COMM UNl ~ATIONS , I NC . 

J AMES VALLEY COO PERATI VE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

HEART~ANO COMM UNI CATI ONS , INC 

M1DSTAT£ TELEPHONE COMPANY , INC . 

BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE 

EAST PLA INS TELECOM I NC . 

RECEIVED 
) 

l DEC O 2 1997 
) 

J;OUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
)UTILITIES COMMISSION 
) 

) TC97-06 8 
) 

) TC97 - 069 
l 
l 
) TC97 - 070 
) 

I 
) TC9 7 · 071 
) 

I 
) TC97 · 073 
) 

) TC97 - 074 
) 

) TC97-0 75 
) 

) TC97 - 077 
) 
) 

) TC9'1•071 
) 

) 

) TC97·080 
) 

) 

) TC97 · 08 l 
) 

) TC97 - 083 
) 

I TC97 - 08 -. 
) 

) 

) TC97• 085 
) 

) TC97-0 86 
) 

) TC 91 087 
I 

TC 7-08 8 
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2 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY 

STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE 
3 COMPANY 

4 KENNEBEC TELEPHONE CO. , INC. 

S JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., I NC. 

6 SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, 
INC. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 l 

VENTURE COMM UNI CATI ONS , INC. 

SANCOH, I NC. 

SANBORN TELEPHONE COO PERATIVE 

BERESFORD MUN I CI PAL TELEPHONE CO. 

ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE 
1 2 COO PERATIVE ASSOCI ATI ON 

13 RC COMMUNI CATI ONS, I NC. 

H SPLI TROCK PROPERTIES, J NC . 

1S srLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC . 

16 TRI -COUNTY TELECOM. I NC . 

17 FAITH MUNIC I PAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 

18 ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE 
COMPANY 

1 g 

BRIOGEWATER ·CAN I STOTA !~DEPENDENT 
20 TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 1 UNI ON TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 2 MCCOO K COOPER ATIVE TELEPIIONE 
COMPANY 

23 

25 

KA DOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY 

BROOKI NGS MUNI C-!PAL TELEPHONF 

HA Nsn .. CO MM Ur;1 c~ ATIONS I NC. n/B/ A 

l TC97-089 
l 
l TC97-090 
l 
l 
) TC97-092 
l 
) TC97-093 
) 

) TC97-09 4 
l 
) 

l TC97-09S 
l 
l TC97·096 
l 
) TC97 -0 97 
) 

l TC97-098 
) 

) TC97•099 
) 

) 

) T ::97-100 
l 
l TC97 · 10 1 
l 
l T C97 - 102 
l 
I TC97· 1 0S 
I 
I TC97 - 108 
I 
I TC97-ll) 
I 
) 

) TC97- l l ~ 
I 
I 
I TC"7-tl5 
I 
l TC97·117 
I 
I 
I TCC."1 :,1 

I Tca 1 12!"> 
) 

I TC-q 7-130 

2 
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l HANSON COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY 

2 HANSON COMM UN,CATI ONS I NC., D/ 8/A 
MCCOO K TELECOM 

3 
WEST RIVER TELECOMMUNICAT IONS 

~ COOPERATI VE 

S MOBRIDGE TELECOMMUNICATI ONS CO. 

6 US WEST CO MMUNICATI ONS, I NC. 

7 THREE RIVER TE LCO 

a --------------------------------

) 
I 
) TC97 • 13l 
I 
I 
I TC97· l S4 
I 
I 
) TC97 · 155 
) 
) TC97 ·1 63 
I 
) TC97 ·16" 7 
) 

l 

lD 
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HEARD BEfORE THE PUBLI C UTILITIES COMMI SS ION 

12 PROCEEDINGS; 

PUC COMMI SS!Qtl; 

No v ember 19 , 1997 
1 :30 P. H . 
Room 4 12 , Cap itol Building 
Pier r e, So u t h Da k o ta 

Jim Burg, Cha i rman 

3 

13 

1 4 

lS 

16 

17 

Laska Schoen f elder, Commissioner 
Pam Nel son , Commissioner 

1a COMMISSION $Ioff 
PRESENT ; 

20 

21 

22 

21 

Rola yne Ailts Wi est 
Ca mr e n Ho s ec k 
Karen Creme r 
Har l an Best 
Bob Kna dle 
Grego ry A. Rislov 
Dav i d Jaco bson 

Repo rted by : Lor i J. Gr o d~. RMR 
2 s. 
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P B Q c E E P I N G s l 

2 

3 started. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . We'll go ahe ad and gee 

1 ' 11 beg in the hear ing f o r the doc kets 

4 relating to the eligible ~elecommunicat ions carriers 

5 designation. The time i s a pprox imately l :SO. The date 

6 is November 19, 1997; and the locat ion of t he hear in g 

7 is Room 4 12 . State Capitol , Pierre, South Da kota. 

a I am Jim Burg, Commission Chairman. 

9 Commissioners Laska Scho enfelder a .id Pam Ne lson are 

10 also present. I'm presiding o ver this he a ri ng. The 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

hea r ing was noticed pursuant t o the Commission's Order 

For and Notice o f Hearing issued Novembe r 7, 1997 . 

The issues at this hearing shall be as 

follows: One, whether the requesting 

15 telecommunlcacions company should be granted 

16 designation as eligible telecommunications carriers ; 

17 and . t wo, what serv ice a r eas shall be established b y 

18 the Commission. 

19 Al l partles have the right to ce present and 

20 to le represented by an at torney. All persons so 

21 testify ing will be s worn in a nd subject to 

22 cross-examination by the parties. The Commission's 

23 final decision may be appealed by the part~es to the 

2 4 State Circu1t Court and the Sta te Supreme Court. 

25 Rolayne Wiest will act as Commission 
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l cou nsel . She may p r o vide recommended rul ings on 

2 procedu ra l and ev ident i ary matte rs . The Commission may 

3 o verrule its cou nsel's preliminary rulings th r oughou t 

th e hearing. If not o verruled, the pre limina ry rulings 

S will become final . 

6 At this time l'l l t u rn 1t ove r to Rolayne f or 

7 the hea ring. 

8 MS. WIEST: r· 11 ta k e appearance s of the 

9 parties. Ri c h, who do you represent ? 

1 0 MR. CO IT , l'm here today r epresenting all o f 

11 the SOITC member compan ies, and al so Kadoka wh ich has 

12 r ecentl y applied for membership wi t~ the coal i t ion. 

13 And Dar l a Rogers is here representing some compan i es, 

14 and I guess she could indicate f or the reco rd wh ich 

1S ones she's represent1ng. 

MS . ROG ERS: I'm he re representing Vall ey; 

!7 S:ock holm·Strand burg; Golden We st, i ncl ud ing Vivi an; 

:s ano Sull y Buttes and Venture. 

MS. W! EST : Could you repeat those aga in? 

20 Valley, Stoc kholm-St randburg, Vivian, Golden West. 

2: MS . ROG ERS; Golden West. Sully Buttes and 

:2 \enture . 

23 MS . WIEST : us West. 

MR. HEASTON : 81 11 Heast o n and Tammy Wilka 

2S : o r US West Commun1c~tions. 



1 

2 

3 s t aff. 

MS . CREMER: 

MR . HOSECK: 

7 

Kare n Cremer, Co mmi s si o n st a f f . 

Cam ron Hose c k , Commission 

4 MS. WIEST : We hav e h a d a r e q uest t o ta ke o ne 

S o f these d ocke ts f i r st and tha t ·s TC9 7-0 75. Do a ny o f 

6 the par tie s wa n t to make an o pening s t atement before we 

7 begin? 

8 Why don' t yo u proc e e d wi th 0 7S t hen. 

9 MR. CO IT : S ure . t ha • ·s fine . I reall y don't 

10 ha ve an o pen i ng s t a t e men t. The r e are a cou ple o f 

1 1 e x h1b i ts t h a t we wo u l d li ke to admi t . And r understand 

12 t he re's a l s o bee n some l ette r s s e nt t o t he Commission 

13 t ha t we would l1 ke to admit into the recor d a s e v idenc e 

14 o n t he ETC q uestions. And t ha t wo uld b e Ex h i b i t Number 

1S l , wh ic h is the a ppli c a tion o f Fo r t Randa ll f or ETC 

16 designa tion , and Ex h i bi t No. 2, wh i~ h i s the response 

17 of Fo re Randa l l t o a da ta request fr o m st a ff, dat ed. I 

believe, October 1st. And t here ar e t wo le t te r s . 

d o n 't k n o w 1 ! we 've ma r ked t hose y e t . 

( EXHIB ITS NO. 3 a nd ~ WERE MARKED FOR 

I DENT! F TCATl ON.J 

l 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MR . COI T : Ther e ar e t wo o the r e x h 1b i t s t ha t 

have b e e n ma r ked Exhibit No. 3. Ka t hy Ma r me t, 1 s t ha t 

2~ the let t e r o f Dakota o r 10 Ex h i b i t 3 the l et t er . 

2 5 XS. MARMET : Ex h i b i t 3 i s the l etter of 



! O 

1 I 

1 2 

13 

14 

15 

8 

Dako ta . 

MR . CO IT : S o the Ex hib i t 3 is the letter 

!rom Ro bert Marme t to t he Com~l as 1on, and ExhLb1t 4 1a 

a l e tt e r Cro m M1ke Brad l ey t o the Commi ssion. 

MS. WI EST : What's the da t e o f that letter , 

the letter from Brad ley ? 

MR. COI T : No vember 18th . 

MS . WIEST : Beca use I have o ne dated No vember 

18th and o n e t he 19 t h. 

MR co : T : I thi nk s o . l s that righ t , 

Ex hibit 3, 1s tha t t: h e 19 th ? Okay . I had a le tte r 

tha t wa s d a ted y e s t erday, b u t the o nes we have marked 

fo r admi s si o n t o day. 1 bel i eve b o th t:he l etters are 

d a ted the 1 9 t h, No ve mber 19th. 

)olS WI EST : So the l et t er fr o m ~ r . Brad l ey is 

16 d a ted t he 19 t h , 

1 7 MR. COlT : Ye s. So rry about t hat . 

MS. lo. !EST : And tha t's Ex h i bit 4 . 

! ~ MR. co :~ : do n •l kno w why t hey • re da ted 

~o d 1!ferent l y . Th• 19~h 1s the o ne we · r e s eek i ng 

:n admissi o n o n, l bel : e ve . Yes, they are identical s o 

2 2 we're see k ing admis s i o n o f the 19t h l e t ter. 

2 3 MS. WIEST : th ink they' re no t exactly 

2 4 1denc 1c a l b u t we'll 9 0 with the 19 th . Cou l d I see the 

25 l et t e r fr om Da k o t ? d o n't believe we got copies o f 
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1 t.hat one. !Pause. l So at t hi s t i me are you o ffe ring 

2 Exh i b its 1. 2, 3 and 4 ? 

3 MR. COIT: Ye s . that's correct. 

4 MS. WIEST : Is there any oLJection to those 

5 exhibits bei ng adm i tted ? If not, l, 2, 3 and 4 have 

6 been admit.Ced in TC97-075. Then at this c tme I woul d 

7 ask if any of the part.ies have any questions pertaining 

e t o TC97-075, including t he Commiss~oners? 

9 The only question I would have, Rich, is on 

10 the response t o the data reques t , Exhibit 2. And the 

ll fi r st question it talks abou t single party service. l 

12 guess it ' s not absolutel y clear chat it's available t o 

13 all t ~e customers the way that the stat.ement. is ~r i t.ten 

ls and ans wered. 

15 MR . COIT: Oh, because the y said does the 

16 abo ve-referenc e d company have t.h ia service . 

17 

18 

MS. WlEST: Right. 

MR. COIT: Yeah, l guess chat is correct. 

19 And I am not here t.oday to serve as a wi tness. 

2 0 MS. WIEST: No. 

21 

22 

23 

25 

MR . COIT : I! tha t's a concern tha t y ou fee l 

you need addressed, and l hate t.o say th is , but ? wa s 

l ed t o believe that if the r e were s ome quest.ions on 

applications and there wa s not. a witness h e re to answer 

that, those q ues t ions could be dea lt with be t ween now 
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l and De cembe r 2nd . The re are witnesses here today for 

2 some o ! the o ther app l1c a c1ons, but there i s not a 

3 wi t ness here today with r espect to Fort Randall's 

.; appl1.cati o n . 

s MS. l> fEST: The onl y other thing I would 

6 suggest is that perhaps the Commission could jus t have 

7 it c larif ied by anothe r a ffida v it from t he perso n . 

8 CHA!RMAN BURG: We could approve it o n che 

9 basis o [ that clari f ication. 

MS. WIEST: A late- f iled e xh ibit j ust 1 0 

11 clar ifying that since we a re taking affidavits f rom the 

12 w1tnesses on other issues. 

l ) 

1 4 

1 5 I quest tons 

16 

17 

MR. COIT: I appreciate that o p tion. 

MS. W!EST : Otherwise , are there any other 

relating co 075? 

CHA:RMAK BURG: Can we make ben ch decision s ? 

MS . WIES:': Staff will h a ve somethin g too. 

:a They'?! have tesc :mony e n all o f the cases. Does staff 

:9 want to go now. o ~ de you want to go at the very end? 

2 o I 
2: a!'tnr t he 

23 

XR . HOSECK: Or191nally we had p l anned to g o 

applicants had. 

MS. WIEST. 

MR . HOS ECK: 

A • 1 .. . the applica n ts? 

Yes. And if these are treated 

2 4 en i.-ii.s ., r something fairly close to that:, c.hen we 

25 would be prepared~~ put on ou r case in a simi l ar 
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manner . 

CHAIRMAN BURG : That's fin e . 

MS. WIEST: Let's j ust go t h rough t hem and 

then we'll have Har l an a s the witness. Let's go b a c k 

to TC97-068. Does anyone have any questions on 

TC97-068? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Just a clarificat ion. What 

8 data request response i s this? 

9 MS. WIEST: Yes . That wo uld be in tha t 

10 packet. 

11 MR. CO IT: Is there a chanc e that we could 

12 consider or deal with t hese en mass as Mr . Hoseck bas 

13 indicated or suggested? 

1 4 MS. WIEST: I'd rather not jus t because o n a 

15 fe w of them I have a couple questions on some of them . 

16 MR. COIT: Okay . Should I go ahead and 

17 in troduce the exhibits? 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 18 

1~ MR. COIT: With respect to Docket TC97-0&8 

20 there are t wo exhibits . Exhibit No. l i s the actual 

21 ETC request fi led by Vivian Telephone Company. And 

22 Exhibit No. 2 is the response o f Viv i an Telephone 

23 Company to a data req uest from Commission staff . We 

2~ woul d move the ad mission of those exh i b its. l do not 

25 have the d a r es. I don' t have them here with me . 
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l Okay . Ye .ah. the d a t.e on the Exhi b it No. 1 is 6-199?, 

2 and the date on the r esponse to the d a t a r e quest is 

3 10 -1 4 -9 7 . 

4 

s 

CHAIRMAN BURG : 

MR. CO I T : 6·l9 

6 - 9; right, not 6-19? 

6-9. e xcuse me . 

6 MS . WIEST : Okay. ls t he r e a n y objection t o 

7 adm 1tt1n9 Ex hibits l and 2 1n 068? !f n o t , they 've 

8 been admitted. Ag a in, Rich, on Ex hibi t 2, the first 

9 q uestion, 1t vaye we p r o vide singl e pa rty se rvice 

10 throug hout. l guess l'll a ssu me that means all 

11 c us t ome rs ? 

12 

13 

MR . COI T : I wo uld call Don Lee . 

here represen ting Vivian as well as some o ! 

Don Lee is 

the o the r 

1 4 companies . Don Lee, do y o u want to take a seat ? 

: S DON LBS, 

: 6 called as a wi tness. belng first duly s wo rn. 

: , was examined and t estified as f ollows : 

1e o :REC7 EXAMINATION 

: ~ BY MR. COl T ; 

2 0 Could yo u ~espo nd t o Comm 1ss1on counsel's 

2: ques t i o n, please? 

22 A. Yes . The answer t o you r question 1s, yea, it 

23 doe o 1nd1 c a te tha t tney provide service private l1ne 

2 ~ t hrougho ut the st~dy area. 

2 s MS. W!EST : Single party to all cus tomers ? 
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It's available to all customers? 

A. Right. 

MS. WlEST: Thank yo u. That's t. he o nly 

ques tion l have . Does anybo dy else have any quest ions 

for this witness f o r 0687 I ( n o t, thank yo u . r did 

admit Ex hib i t land 2. 06 9. 

MR. COIT: we would move the adm i ss ion o! 

8 Exh i bits No. l and 2 i n 06 9, and tha t is an ETC request 

9 or appl icati o n dated 6 -9·9 7 and response t o a staff 

10 data request dated 10 · 14 · 97. 

l! MS. WIEST: Any ObJection? If no t, they• ve 

12 been admitted. 

13 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Excuse me, I do 

14 not have the da t a request up here with me f o r some 

1S r eabon. I'm sorry abouc chis, but r need t o go ba c~ 

1 6 a nd ask Mr . Lee abou t the Lifeline, !..ink Up . I think 

I7 was t hat covered in the data request ? l'm sorry to b ~ 

1 8 behind the eight bal~. but I did n o t h a ve c hat and s o I 

19 need to kno w whether t h is company is doi ng Li fel i ne, 

20 Lin k Up n o w o r whe t her y o u need t o - - wh e ther yo u 

21 intend to have t hat ! mpl emented by l -1? 

22 A. You' r e re!err1n9 to the Vivian Telepho ne 

23 Compa ny? 

2.; COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Yeah, Vivian i s 

25 what we•re dotng now. 
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l A . v1v1an Telephone Company does provide 

2 L1 ! e l 1n e and Li nk Up thro ugho ut its system with the 

3 e xc ept , on o f the Vi vian Ex change. and t hey anticipate 

4 pro vid i ng it 1n t he V1v1an Exc hange by January 1 . 

S 1998 . 

6 COMMI SS : ONER SCHOENFELDER: 

7 and d o ing 1t are t wo diffe re nt things . 

But ant icipated 

And I th1.nk I• 

8 g o ing t o have to be assured that you're either going t o 

9 d o 1 t o r t ha· you· re 9 0 1ng t o ask for someth ing fr om 

10 us. 

11 A . Do y o u want a commitment that we will do it 

12 by t ha t date ? 

COMM: SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I thi nk t hat's 

t ~ one o ( 1:he 1 e qu11-i ments, 1! I'm readino:; the Act right . 

• C ·-
: .; 

: s 

A . Yeah . 

COMMTSS10NER SCHOENFELDER : And J thin k 

:na· ·s l~t~ r t ant ~hat we have that o n the reco r d . 

" Ce 1 tainly . Commlss 1oner . The a nswr r is. yes, 

·9 t hey ar e comm itt e d t o pro v l ding it by l 1· 1998 . 

COMMl SS ! ONER SCHOENFELDER : Than k you. 

CHA:RMAN BURG: Just a qu e stion, a general 

22 on1> o n tha t On the t ol l, wh a t do we call i t t oll 

i3 cont r o l ? Do we nee d ~ statement on tho se. too, or a 

., . _., 

.l s 

r e ques t ~ O ! a wa 1v ~r ? 

MS. W! ES:' : They d1d actuall y request waivers 
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in their o • lginal applica~ions. l 

2 

) 

MR . COTT: I was at the conclusion of going 

through, I guess, the questions and so for t h, I wa s 

4 basically -- before the Comm1ssioo a cts on any o f 

s these, going to restate the request. But i ! the 

6 Commission has questions of Mr. ~ee wi th respect to 

7 certain aspects of provid ing it, I would·· yeah, 1 

8 wo uld suggest you go ahead and a sk it. 

9 CHAI RMAN BURG: No , I d o n't have a problem a s 

10 long as we know all of them that's going to apply to. 

11 In o ther words . i f it applies to every one of t hem, 

12 then the statement at the end saying it applies on all 

13 of them is adequate f o r me. Or if you have some that 

14 already coul d d o the t oll cont rol, we need t o kno w 

15 that. l doubt if there are any at this time . 

16 MR. COJ T : No , we d o n't , And the wa ive r 

17 request is included in all the appl icatio n6 . But just 

19 co make su~ e it wa s ruled o n. I was i n t. end i ng o n 

19 bringi ng it up again at t h e end . 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . That's fine wi t h me. 

21 MS. WI EST: Any o ther quest.ions o f t his 

22 w1t.n~ss regard ing 0 68 and 0 69 ? If not, we will g o to 

23 TC97-070. 

24 MR. CO IT : Aga nn , 1 wou ld mo ve f or t he 

2S admission of t wo exhibits ~n TC97 •070, and that i s the 
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t ETC appli c ati on or request dated 6-10-97 and response 

2 to st~ff•s data request dated 10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any obJect1on ? l( not, Exhib1ts 

4 1 and 2 have been admitted . 

s with regard t o this d ocket ? 

6 TC97 -07 1 , 

Are the r e any questions 

If not, let's 90 to 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

MR . COIT: We would move f or the admissi on of 

Exhibit s No. l and 2, request (or £TC status dated 

6 - 10- 97 and response to data request o! staff dated 

10-9 - 9'1. 

MS. W[EST: Any obJection t o Exhibits land 

12 2 ? If not , they've been admi tted . Are there any 

13 quesL1ons regarding TC97-071? If n o t, we will go to 

1 4 TC97-073. 

15 ~R . COIT: We wou ld move ! o r the admissi o n of 

16 Exh1b1t ~o 1, £TC request dated 6-11-97 and Exhibit 

:1 So . 2, r esponse to Sta~! data request dated 10-14 -97. 

:e MS ~iEST Any obJ e c t1 o ns to Exhibits 1 and 

: <; 

20 

., not, they have oeen admitted. 

Any quest. o ns regarc:ng 0 73? 

z: MR COI7 would note that Dennis La w, who 

22 lS :he cu rre n~ ~ana ge r o ! S1oux Val le y Telephone 

23 Company, 1s ava 1la hl e 1! the Comm 1ss1oners have any 

;; .; quest1ons . 

25 MS . IC EST An y questions? If not , we'll 90 
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l to TC97-07 4 , 

2 MR. CO IT : We would move f o r the admiss ion o f 

3 Ex hibit No. l , which is the ETC request date d 6 - 12-9 7 

4 a nd Exhi b i t No . 2 . response co st a ff data request dated 

S 10-31-97. 

6 MS . WlEST : Ar e there any objections? If 

7 no t, land 2 have been a dm itted. A e there any 

8 q uestions concerning 07 ~? t have the s a me quest io n on 

9 this one , Rich, with respect to t he data request number 

10 one. 

11 

1 2 

13 

1 4 filed. 

15 

MR . COI T: Would an affidavit be adequ a t e ? 

MS. wr£ST: Yeah, as far as a ll customers. 

MR . COIT: Okay . 1 will ma ke sure that gee s 

MS. WIEST: An y questions on 07 4 ? lf not , 

16 let's go to TC97 -077. 

17 MR . COI T: We would move f o r the admission o~ 

l8 Exh i tit No. l. which is t he ETC request and that's 

19 dated 6- 13 -97. Al so mo ve for a dmission of Ex h ibit No. 

20 2, wh ich is a response to data request d ated 10-9-97. 

21 And ther e is also an Ex hi bit No. 3 in this d ocket , a 

22 supplemental respons e c o staff data request. It's 

23 dated 10 - 28 - 97. we mo v~ t he admission of a ll three 

24 e xhibits . 

25 MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not , those 
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l three exhi b its ha v e been admitted . Are t here a:1y 

2 questions regarding this d ocket ? 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

MR . CO IT : l believe Mr . Lee is represen ti ng 

ITC t o day a s well? 

MR . LEE: Tha t's right . 

MS. WIEST: Okay . Let's g o to TC97-078. 

MR . COIT: We mo ve f o r the adm i ssion o! 

8 Ex h1b1t No. l. whi c h is t he ETC request dated 6-13-9 7 

9 and move f o r the admission o f Exhibit No. 2, wh ich i a 

1 0 respons e to sta Cf dat a request d a ted 10·9-97. 

11 MS. WIES":' : Any ob) e c ti o n to those e xhibits? 

l 2 If not, they' v e been admitted . Any ques tions 

:3 concern i ng this d ocket ? Let 's go t o TC9 7·080 . 

MR. CO : ,, We move r or the admissi on o f 

!S Exh1b1t No. l. wh1ch 1s t he ETC request dated 6- 16- 9 7, 

:f and •: so move for a dm1ss1on o f respo nse t~ sta !f dat a 

~ 7 :-equest exhibi t r-o. ::. which is d,ned lO· l~ -97. 

: e MS. 't-J: C:S7 . Any obJ e ct i on to Exhibits land 

lf not.. they ·~-.. been adcntt ed . Any questt ns 

reo~rd:ng this ooc~et? lf not. let's move to 

MR. co:,: ~ e move f o r the admissi o n of ETC 

=3 requ~st daled 6·:6-S7, which 1s £xh1b1t No. 1. and also 

., .. _, 

:: 5 

Exhibit No. 2, respo nse to staff data request, da ted 

:o :5-"7. 
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1 MS. WIEST: Are there mny objections col a nd 

2 2? If not, they' ve bee n admitted. Any questions 

3 regarding th is docket? So, Rich, with respect to this 

4 o ne, you will b e asking at the end about the waive r f o r 

5 the single party and al l the other wa ive rs; ls that 

6 right? 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

12 

13 

1'; 

!5 

MR. COIT: ls there a waiver request in the 

Stateline on the single p a rty issue ? 

MS. WIEST: Yes . 

MR . COlT: I wasn't aware ot that . I 

understood there were some companie s chat had purchased 

u S West exchanges that were still i n the process o f 

conver t ing some party lines. But, y es, if they need a 

wa i ve r , I gue1Js so . I ' ll renew that request . I don' t 

hav., a ny fa ctual ln ! ormat ion t c an pro vide. I d o n· t 

1 6 believe, Mr . Lee, are you here represent ing Statel1ne? 

17 MIL LEE: I a m. And in conve rsations w:ith 

18 Sta teline management yesterday, they indicated that 

19 they wo uld likely need a waiver reque s t unt.l March, 

20 April time !rame when they can fin1sh the construction 

21 to provide a ll one party service. 

22 MS. WI ES 7: And in the ir appl1 c a tion they'te 

23 actual1y ask ing f o 1 a one-year waiver; co rrect? 

24 MR . i.EE: But they're willing to shorten 1 t 

25 up. 



2 0 

l MS . WlEST : s o you pro bably )USt ne e d a 

2 waiver unt i l June ? 

3 

s 

MR. LEE : That woul d be adequate. 

MS. WIEST: June 1st ? 

CHAtR;.i,\,; BURG : Do we need to act o n the 

6 wa1vl"rS no w? 

7 COMM: SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Do you want. a 

8 mot ion or. t h e wa i ver n o w? 

9 

10 

ll 

- . . ~ 

l 7 

Let's talk abo ut tha t.. The thing 

l I; lhllt a 'll 0 ~ r:.hese, I believe, are goi ng to a lso nee d 

a ClOtlOn on t.he wa 1ve:-s ! o r the o ne year on the coll 

con·rol. a nd we haven't been d oi ng any o f thos e mo t ions 

d t :. h ! s :.1m~ 

CHA I Rl-,AN BURG . We have t o ta ke each of those 

sepjrate ~ot1ons, d o yo~ thi nk. at the end f o r the toll 

r.ont 1 ol? 

MS. WIEST : 'f es . If we want to go ·· 

X R CO :: 

:9 scare doing wa ivers 

W• could pick tt u p here now a nd 

7 hdt mi ght be th• easiest way. 

CHA:Rxn:-: Bt:?.C : ~ we got to go through each 

one . 

.... MR co ;- R~!e o n them a s y ou g o th r ough. 

CH A! Rt'.AN BURG : Easier than going ba c k . 

!".S w· EST Okay Fo r 0 81 wi th respect to 

:!S tr.• wa 1·,e:- unt!l June 1.st, 1998, con c erning single 



21 

l pa r ty service to all customers, and the second waiver 

2 on toll cont r ol for one year ·· one yea r from what 

3 d a te , Rich? 

MR. COIT: I t hink I wou d guess that tha t 

S woul d be from the date o f the o r der. 

6 MS . WIEST : Okay. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

lS 

16 

MR. COIT: on t he toll control? You 're 

spea k ing to the toll control: correct? 

MS. WIEST: Ye s, coll control. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a quest ion 

as long as we're talking about the wa i vers both on ~oll 

cont ro l and on the single party service. As long as 

you 're ask i ng for waivers, let's ma ke sure it's done 

pro perly and that we're not back here in t wo months 

ask ;ng for more wa i vers . I wo uld hate to go through 

this p rocess, or wou ld not like to go through this 

17 process a ga i n . 

18 we're doing i t . 

I thin k we need to be a ccurate when 

1 a lso h ~ve a quest ion about what 

19 meets the requirements o [ the Act? Ho w muc h of a 

20 waiver can we g l ve ? r do n't know as 1 k now the answer 

21 to that . 

22 MS. WIEST : Right . The t i me actually in the 

23 FCC Order is not ope e i[ i ed. But it does say in 

24 paragraph 89, r believe, that the Commission must, u pon 

25 a finding o f e xceptiona l circumstances, you c an make a 
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1 waiver for single pa r ty services f or a specified period 

2 of time. And also o n the t oll limitation the company 

3 must also show e xceptional ci r cumstances e x ist a n d need 

4 f o r additiona l time to upgrade. They should have to 

s show individual h a rdship, individualized h a rdship or 

6 inequ 1ty warrants additional time co comply and tha t 

7 would better serve the p~blic intere~t that is in 

a strict adherence to the time period and it should 

9 e x tend o nly as long as the e xceptional circumstances 

10 e x ist. 

l l MR . CO!T: I would note tha t in t he 

12 applications. whi le we·ve r e quested a yea r , we've also 

13 ind.cated that within th a t period of time we would f ile 

some information with the Commission indicating, you 

ls 

1~ 

l '7 

1,8 

know, when the capabilit y is a v a ilable. If the 

Commission ·· what we have ·• and Mr . Lee, I r hink, can 

answer s ome quest: ons in the area of toll cont r ol chat 

! can't answer . But "'e' re !"aced with a situation c oday 

:9 where the capab1l1c1es are Just not available. !fa 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2.;; 

25 

year is too long, yo u kno w, fr om ou r perspecti v e we 

really didn't know wte o it would be avail a ble and 

that' why we requested a year. But if there's bet t er 

1nfor~at1on on chat. ~aybe the time period can be 

d1:f, , ent. But r19ht now we really don't know when the 

capability 1s 901n9 co be available. 
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l COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : I h a t e to bel a bor 

2 the point, a nd I k now e v eryone wa n ts to get th r oug h 

J t h is, but to me it ' s ve ry import a nt tha t we d o i t 

4 right. And so i f it means that we need to answer t h e 

s question when we gra nt these wai vers and we s end these . 

6 o r you send them on to the FCC, we need to be sure that 

7 you have spelled out wh y the se compani e s -- at lea st 

8 this is wh a t I'm und e r s t and ing -- wh y t he se compa ni e s 

9 can't do toll control a nd why it ' s going to ta k e that 

10 long o f a peri o d of time to do single part y se r vice. 

11 And so 1 t hink that should b e in t he app lica tion 

12 somewhere, or at lea st in ou r motion a s we approve i t , 

13 or we should have something on the record to suppo r t 

14 whe r e we' r e 90109. 

l S 

l 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MS. WIEST: They do e xpl a in the reasons in 

their application, their original app l 1cation, wi t h 

respect to to l l con trol. 

COMMISSIONE R SCHOENFE LDER: Okay. 

MS . WIEST: But if there are a ny further 

q uest:~ns thac the CommJssion would like to ask at t h~ s 

time, if you need more i n ! ormation on t ha t , we could do 

that no w. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : I would li ke to 

24 k now -- a n d this probably isn 't true of all compa nies. 

25 But o f the ones you're testifying f o r a t l e as t , 



1 Mr . Lee, where they ' re a t in depl o y i ng the technology 

2 t ha t we need to d o these t wo th ings and what k i nd o f 

3 de l ays y ou mi ght expect . Because r d on ·c wane this to 

~ n o t go for ward the way that it's been perceived that it 

S shou ld go f o r wa rd . 

6 ~ R . :.EE , Su re . Okay . ! might respond to 

7 th a t 1n genera l; and t hen i f there are specif ic 

8 questions, I'd be happy t c d o that . But the issue o f 

9 toll l1m1 ta t1on, which l bel ie ve under t he FCC·s 

10 desc r 1p t ion ident ifi es a toll restricti o n and a toll 

ll control, and the is s u e a t h and 1s in the toll contro l, 

ll wh ich my understand i ng is to i ndi c a te tha t the end user 

13 subscribe r i s to o e ab l e to control the amo unt of its 

:, monthl y bill, at which time a res t r iction automatically 

:s k icks in and disall o ws a ccess to the l o ng distance 

' . . " noet wo rk . To my k no wledge, th e re is n o s wi t ch vendor in 

:7 the Un1ted St a t es today who pro v ides tha t c apability 

l e w~~htn its s witch. 1 k now that the vend o rs are work i ng 
• Q . . o n lt . : could not sit here with a c l e a r conscience 

l O a nd 1nd1cat e tha t on X date that I woul d e xpect i t wil l 

be ava:lable . G1 ven my honest opi n ion, I would doubt 

22 that i t' s ava ilable to the genera l p o pulat io n wit h i n a 

23 y e ar 's time period . A11d t he r ein is :he reason I 

2~ be1tev e that SOi TC members ask for the one - year period 

25 because we d o n't ant1c1pate it b e ing available . 
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2 

3 

5 

25 

The second or alterna tive to tha t is a 

softwa r e provision ing of toll control. And, again, to 

my k nowledge , there is no inte r face betwee n a software 

system and a s witch that has that capa bil icy. 

Pr imar il y because it would t ake real time r at i ng of a 

6 customer ' s usage; and because the customer cont r ol 

7 switch int erex change c arr ier it's choosing, there a re a 

a myriad of optional c all plans and race acruccures tha t 

9 would be applied. And, 1..0 my kno wledge. the re just is 

10 no technology, nor software. available to ca rry out 

ll chat program. 

12 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: And if I recall 

13 right, it doesn't -- it 's not permissive, one or the 

1 4 other. You realty co need to do a ll of the above. 

15 MR. LEE: It incl udes both, that• s correct.. 

1 6 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFE LDER: l believe some 

17 c o mpa nies have a sked the PCC for cl arif icat ion, cha~ 

18 sort of thing. And as far ae I know, you might have 

19 better informati o n than t do that that dec ision has not 

20 been handed do wn oy the FCC. 

21 MR. LEE : A. :. doubt I h a ve better 

22 information: and, a. agree it has not been handed 

23 d o wn, to my knowledge. There is that clarification 

24 

25 

procedure request in front o f the PCC. 

COMMISSIONE R SCHOENFELDER : Okay. 



26 

l CHAlRMAN BURG: To my k nowledge, everybody 

2 can offer toll limitat!on; right, fr om wh at we' v e had 

3 to get a general utatement? 

4 

s 

6 

MR . LEE: I'm going to define as t oll 

restr i ti.on, 1! I c an. inste a d o! toll l1mitation. yes. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Toll block1n9 1s what 1 

7 mean. Everybody c an offer that? 

8 MR . LEE : To my knowledge. thac·s a true 

9 statement . 

1 0 CHAIR MAN BURG : And I gu~ss my position is to 

ll me. 1.he other I really d on't see. you know , since 

12 yo u sa1d l t's no t available. I can't see them imp l yi ng 

: 3 

' -. ~ 
it o r even putting It 1nto he r e. I think it satis ! 1e a 

all o ( ou r needs . I have no problem giving the f ull 

.S ;ear or more as ! ong as 1t gets through ~cc. which a t 

:~ · n1s time .t app~ars 1t should. So I don·t see this 

p ~. n~ to ~e in ~a~ !ng it a shorter limit because I 

:s don· tn1n~ ,c w.,l 1nter!ere with the ETC 

MR ~EE · I wou ld agree with that and then 

21 wo uld point out 1n the applica tions the companies hav e 

22 

~ . _, 

. ~d1cateo cha t t~ey w1!l 1nvesc1gace and wtll work wi th 

their s witch vendo rs so that when it d oe s beco me 

1va1lable. they're w1ll1ng to 1mplement 1t. 

. s tha~ 1.he te lephone compa nies feel that once 1t become s 
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l available, it is in the public interest and would be 

2 very supportive of tha t conce pt. 

3 C AIRMAN BURG : With that I'll move tha t we 

4 grant the one-year waiver on toll ·· what 1s it 

s called? Toll limitation? Toll control? 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON : I'd second. 

7 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I' m going to 

8 concu r with that as long as the motion is understood 

9 that there will be some [ormal way t o limit toll f o r 

10 these customers j ust so that everybody understands the 

11 mo cion. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I think in every application 

you agreed that you can do toll restriction ·· 

MR. LEE: Right . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 1f I remember reading the 

applications, and that to me is satisfactory . 

MR . LEE : Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : Do you want them as a 

separate moti o n ? Okay. 

we need on this o ne ? 

l'll a lso move · · wh ich one do 

21 MS . WIEST: The single party service until 

22 June lat. 

23 CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move that we grant a 

24 wa 1ve1 in TC97 ·081 i n the single party requirement 

25 until June l, 1998. 



COMM ISSIONER NE LSON: I'd second. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELD£~ : Concur. 

28 

l 

2 

3 MS. WIBST: Any othe r q uest i ons in 081? Do 

; you want to go ba c ~ now? 

5 CHAIRMAN BORG: It might be easier to go ba ck 

6 and get these others . 

7 MR. COIT: Whatever. 

8 MS . WIEST : We'll go back to 068. a nd the 

9 moti on i n 068 will be for the one -yea r wa iver on toll 

10 control. 

11 CHAIRMAN BURG: I' 11 move that we gran t the 

12 wa~ver o! toll control in TC97-075. 

l 3 

1~ 

:s 

16 

COMM I ss I ONER NELSON: I • d second. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 068. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the toll 

17 -- l mean I' ll m v e we gra nt the waiver for toll 

18 lim1r.at1on. 

19 MS. w:EST: 7o!~ cont-ro l. I'm sorry, we have 

2 0 to be occurate because what the FCC did is they c al l it 

21 combLned toll contro. and toll blocking as to ll 

22 l1m1tat 1on. 

CHh l RMA!, BURG: I'll move we grant the waiver 

! or toll cont r ol 1n TC97·068. 

25 COMMISS I ONER NELSON: Seconded. 



COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: For one year ? 

CHAI RMAN BURG: Yes. 

MS. WIEST: 069. 

CHAlRMAN BURG: I ' ll keep ma k ing them. 

29 

I'll 

6 move we g r ant the toll control waiver in TC97-069 for 

7 one year. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: 070. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move tha t we grant to ! 

1: cont r ol in TC97-070 f o r one year, the wa iver for one 

13 year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Second it. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 17 l. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that ~ e gran~ toll 

18 control, the wai ve r !or toll control.' in TC97 -071 for 

19 one year. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

COMM ISS IONER NELSON: Se conded. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS . WI EST: 073. 

CHAIRMAN BURC: 1·11 move we grant the wajve r 

24 for toll control in TC97-073 for one year. 

25 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Se conded . 
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2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST: 07 .: . 

30 

CHAIRMAN 81JRG : : ·11 move we g ran t the wa i ve r 

~o r toll control 1n TC97 -07 4 , o r o ne year . 

COMMl SSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: 07 7. 

CHAIRMAN B1JRG: !'11 move we grant the wa ive r 

9 f o r toll contro l in TC97 -077 f or one year . 

! O 

12 

. . ... 
! s 

: 7 

:e 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Seconded . 

CO MM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Cor.~ur. 

MS. W!E:ST: 078. 

CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant the waiver 

! o r · o l! con trol in TC97 07 8 f o r one year . 

C)MM: SS,ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM: SS , ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. w:ES7: 0 80. 

CHAIPMA~ BURG : And I'll move we grant the 

l"' I 1o,•a:v"'r f o r :. ol l control in TC97-0SO f o r o ne year . 

COMM !SS ! ONER NELSON: Seconded. 

COMM:SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

CHA!RMAN BURG : We did 81; righ t, and we a re 

~s. w: ES7: Any f urthe r questi o ns on 081? 

=~ oe] . . c~ os3. 
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1 MR . COIT: We would move f or the adm1ss1on of 

2 the ETC request filed by Accent , dated 6 · 17 • 97, and 

3 Exhibit No. 2, th~ response to staff data request which 

4 is da~ed 10·8-97. 

MS. WIEST: Any objection? If not. land 2 

6 have been admitted. Any questions regarding 083? 

7 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant the t oll, 

8 the waiver for toll control in TC97·083 for one year. 

9 COMMlSS IONER NELSON: Seconded. 

10 COMMI SS IONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

11 MS. WIEST: TC97·084. 

12 MR . COIT: We move for the admission of the 

13 ETC request dated 6-17·97, which is marked Exhibit No. 

14 1, and we move fo r the admission of Exh ibit No. 2, the 

15 response to staff data request dated 1 0·8·97. 

16 MS . WIEST : Are there a ny objections? If 

17 not, ~hey've been admitted. 

18 CHAIR MAN BURG: I'll mo ve we grant the waiver 

19 for toll control in TC97·084 for o ne year. 

2 0 COMMISSIONER NELSON: Seconded. 

21 CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I'll concur. 

22 Does this have a single party question on this o ne? 

23 MS . WIEST: No. They sa i d in their original 

2 4 application that they are offeri ng single party service 

25 to all consumers. 
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l COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: I got a sticky on 

Sorry. James Valley; right? 2 1 t . 

3 MS. WIEST : I believe in their· · okay. 

4 Yeah. that wa s Bob's qu e stion. And the reason he had 

S the question 1s 1t was actually in the o r iginal 

6 app l i cation. So if you l o o k at the original 

7 app lication o n page t wo. u nder questio n number three, 

8 they do state that they p r ovide single party service to 

9 all consume r s in their s ervice area. Number f our d o wn 

10 on c.hat 11st . 

l l COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Okay 

12 MS . WIEST: Thank you. Okay. Let's go to 

: 3 TC97-08S. 

14 MR . CO t T: We move for admit ting of Exh ibi t 

lS Ne . . , the ETC request, dated 6-17-97, and Exhibit No. 

:~ 2. he respo nse to staff data request dated 10 - 10-97. 

17 MS. WIEST: Any obj ectio ns ? If not, they' ve 

18 teen adm1t :ed . : have the same questi o n here with 

19 respect to questi o n number o ne. 

20 MR . CO IT : Mr . Benton is a va ilable to respond 

21 c o questions. : believe. Is th1s Heartland? Right ? 

27 Or, Don . c an y o u respo nd t o any questions? 

23 MR . LEE : Mark has asked me t o r espond on his 

2 ~ behal f . which wi ll be Heartland Communications, 3nd 

25 the y are o f!erins all single . 
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l MS . WIEST: Single pa rty was offered t o al l 

2 customers? Any o t her q uestions concerning th i s 

3 d oc ket? rs there a motion? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG. I ' ll move cha t we grant the 

5 wa ive r f o r c o l l control c o TC97·089 f o r o n e year . 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSJONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS . WIEST: oas. I believe. 

CHAIRMAN BORG: Excuse me, as . 

10 MS. WIEST: TC97 - 086. 

11 MR. COIT: We mov e fo r t he admission o f £TC 

12 request, Exhibit No. l, dat e d 6·17-97, and response ro 

13 s ca ff da t a requests, Exhibit No. 2, which ia dated 

H 

lS 

1 6 

10 - 10-97. 

MS. WIEST : 

have been admitted . 

17 that, Mr . Lee? 

lB MR . LEE : 

Any o b j ect ions ? If noc , they 

Same quest i on, c an you a ns we r 

I'm s orry , l d on ' t h a ve the 

19 assc~i a ted compan1es with the exhibit numbets. Wh1c~ 

20 compa ny are we referr1n9 to? 

21 

22 

23 services. 

24 

2S 

MR . CO IT : Midscace . 

MR . LEE : They are currently all pr i vate line 

MR . COIT: Single party; co r r ect? 

MS . WIEST : S i ngle par ty to a ll customers? 
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2 

3 docket.? 

3 .; 

MR LEE: Co rrect. 

MS. WIEST : Any othe r questi on s 1n th i s 

CHAIRMAN BURC : I'll move we grant the t ol l 

S control wa ive r 1n 7C97 ·0 86 for one yea r. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I' d second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur . 

MS. WlEST : TC97·087. 

MR . COIT: We move f o r the a do1ss1on o f 

10 Exhibit No. l, ETC request, dated 6·17·97, and Exhibit 

11 No. ::, respc-nse t o staff d a t a request., dated 10·1,,·97. 

MS Wl EST : Any o b J e c t1 o ns ? I f not. Exhibits 

13 

l 'l 

land 2 h a ve bee n adoitted. 

CHAlRMAN BURC: I'll mo ve we g rant. toll 

: s cont r ol wa1ver 1n TC97·087 fo r o ne year . 

COMM! SS,ONER NELSON: 

COMMISS!ONER SCHOENFELDER : Ccncur. 

: ~ 

l 9 I :.t:i r o ne. 

V. S W!ES7 : Again. r·d have a quest ion on 

Rich. 

vp . CO 17 Mr Lee 1s representing Bal:1 c as 

... •. '-' , I ... ,... ...... 

MR. LEE Balt1c 1s cu rren tly a ll private 22 

23 !ine. ! 'm sorry. single party . l should use the right 

2 ~ ~erm, s;ngle party serv1ce. 

.s MS. WIEST : To al l cus t omers ? 
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2 

3 
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MR. LEE: Correct . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97 - 088. 

MR . CO IT: We move for the admission of 

4 Exhibit No. 1, ETC reques t dated 6-17-97, and response 

5 to sta ff data request, which is Exhibit No. 2, wh ich ie 

6 dated 10-17-97. 

7 MS . WI EST: Any o b j ections ? If not, Exhib1ts 

8 1 and 2 have been admitted . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we gran t a waive r 

1 0 o n toll control in TC97-088 f or one year . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 S 

16 

17 

t his one, 

18 servi c e . 

19 

2 0 

21 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WIEST : Can you a nswe r my question 

Mr . Lee ? 

MR . LEE: Company name, please? 

MS. WIEST: Ea st Plains. 

MR . LEE: Cu rren t ly 18 

MS . WIEST : Thank you . 

MS . WIEST: TC97·08 9 . 

all single party 

MR . COIT: We mo ve for the adm ission o f 

on 

22 Exhib it Ne. l. whic h is the ETC request da t ed 6 - 17 - 97, 

23 and the admission o f Exh1b1t No. 2, which 1s a response 

2 4 t o staff data request, dated 10-21 - 97. 

25 MS. WIEST: Any o b j ections? If not, they ' ve 
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1 been admitted. Same question . 

2 MR. COIT: l don't believe that Mr. Lee is 

3 here representing Western today. What did they say in 

4 the response? 

s MS. WIEST: They said Western Telephone 

6 o ffers s ingl e party service . My questi o n is d o they 

7 offer to every customer aga in? 

8 

9 

10 

MR . CO IT : Well 

MS. WIEST: Can you do a l ate - filed on that? 

MR. COI T : We can do an affidav it on that 

l l o:ie. t guess . 

12 CHAIRMAN BURC: I'll move we grant a wa iver 

13 on toll control for TC97-089 f o r one y e ar. 

15 

lb 

1 7 

COMMI SS I ONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. w:EST: Okay . Let's go on to TC97-090. 

MR . COIT: We move for the admissi on of 

:a £xh!b!t No :. wh.ch 1s the ETC request dated 6-17·97. 

l!I I and Exh~b1t. t•o. 2, wh:ch 10 the re s ponse t o staff data 

2 request dated 10·2~-97 

MS. Wl£S7: Any obJect1on? If not, they've 

be"n ad-::1tted . A~y q uestions concerning this docket? 

23 CHAIRMI.N BURC, I'll move that we grant a 

2~ ~a.ver on toll cor.t r ol 1n TC97-090 f o r one year. 

COMMl SSlONER NELSON: I'd second it. 
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3 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. WI EST: TC97 -092. 

MR . CO IT : We move for the admi ss i on o f 

37 

4 Exh i bi t No. l, which is the ETC request of Ke nnebec 

S Telephone Company dated 6- 18 - 97, and move fo r the 

6 adm ission o f Exhibit No. 2, which ~a the respo nse to 

7 staff data reques t dated 10-10-97. And I vould note 

8 that Mr . Ro d Bauer is here t o respo nd to any questi o ns 

9 t hat the Commission e rs o r staff may have con c ern i ng 

10 thejr reques t. 

11 MS. WIEST : Any que stions concerning this 

12 docket ? If not, d o you have a motion? 

l 3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

CHA!RMAN BURG: Did we admit both those? 

MS. WIEST: I'm sorry, I did not . I will 

admit Exhibit Numbe rs l and 2. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move that we g ran t a 

waiver on toll control 1n TC97-0 92 f o r one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: J'd second it. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WI EST: TC97-093. 

MR . CO IT : We would move f or the adm ission of 

Ex hibit No. l, whi c h is the ETC request of J efferson 

Te lephone Company, dated 6- 18 -97, and move a l so for the 

admisslon o f Ex h ib1t No. 2, r esponse to staff data 

request, which 1s dated 10- 10-97. And I would note 

I 
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1 that Mr . Dic k Conno rs is available to answer any 

2 ques tion s concerning the J ef!erso n request. 

3 

.; 

MS . WIEST : Any obJect1on to t~e exhibits? 

:! not, they ' ve been adm itted . Any questions 

S concerning this d oc ket ? 

6 CH;.: RMkN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

7 ! o r ~ol l control 1n TC97·093 f o r one year . 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM !SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-09~. 

MR. ~O lT : We'd move for the admission o f 

12 Exn1b1t No. l , which is the £TC request dated 6·19·97, 

13 and " o ve ! o r the admissi on o f Exhibit No. 2 , which is 

14 the respo nse to data request dated lO · lS -97. 

: s 

16 A .. 
1':S WIES':' : Any obJ ect1on to Exh1.b1ts 1 and 

l! not, tho se e xhib its have been admitted . Do you 

l7 h,v~ any witnesses f o r this on e ? 

~R. co :7 , Mr . ~ee 1s available for both 

1~ Sull y But~e s and Venture . 

:.10 

22 

... 

MS. W!EST : I Just had a question, 1 guess, 

oncern1n9 s1ngle party service because 1n this one 1t 

does s ay shoul d f a·i! ities not a llow immediate single 

party servi c e, Sully Buttes may o !fer multi-pa rty 

service unttl the fac1l1ties are restored o r installed 

25 to a llow f o r single party serv1ce. Has that occurred 
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l i n the past? 

2 A. Currently Sully Suttes Teleph one has no 

3 multi -l ine. The fact is all single party service. 1 

4 think they added that l a nguage such that if t here were 

s a disaster that they h a d to respond to, they wanted to 

6 reserve the r ight to o ffer party line under the 

7 eme r gency basis only. Sut they have for a number o f 

8 years been all single party service. 

9 MS. WIEST: An y othe r questions? 

10 CHAIRMAN SURG : I' ll move we grant a waiver 

11 on toll control for TC97 -09 4 for one year. 

12 COMMI SSJONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

13 COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Well, I'll 

14 concur. 

15 MS. WIEST: TC97-095. 

16 MR . COtT: We wo uld move for the admission of 

17 ETC, Ex hibit No. l, dated 6·19-97, and admission of 

18 Exhibit No. 2, response to data request date d 

19 1 0 ·1S·97. I would point out that I believe that there 

2 0 m1ght be an issue w1 ch respect to single party service 

21 

22 

wa iver in this case as well. 

MS . W1€ST: Right. At this time are there 

23 any ob j ections to Exhibit 1 and 2? I! not, they've 

24 been ad ,it ted . Yes . And it would appear they would 

2 S need a waiver . And my question f or appa rently they 



l have three multi-party custome rs a nd they plan to 

2 1nstall single party service during the 1988 

3 conatruct1on season. So I guess my question 1s 

4 0 

4 apparently they haven't as ked for a wa iver. Are you 

5 doing s o at t his time ? 

6 MR . COIT: Yes. we wo uld o n their behalf . 

7 And I thin k Mr. Lee woul d be able t o respond t o 

9 quest ions on tha t . t aaeuc:ie so anyway . 

9 MR . LEE : Su re . But tha t wo uld be correct, 

10 we do need a wa i ver . The same June 1 date woul d be 

11 a cceptabl e t o us. 

MS w:EST June! , o kay . 

: 3 CHA:RMA~ BURG: I'll QOve w ~ grant a waive r 

: ~ 1n inngl e pa rty service t o June l. 1 998, 1n - c 97 ·0 9S . 

!S co~~I SSi~~ER SE~SON: : woul d aeco~d t hat . 

!6 COMM: SS:ONER SCHOENFELDER : Sure , I'l l 

CHA: R~A~: BURG And t·ll a lso move that we 

: 9 ~r3nt 1 ~ .v~r : o r toll control o n TC97-09S f o r o ne 

2! COMM! SS , ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM : ss : OSER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. W: ES7 7C9~·096. 

2 4 MR cc :7 . : nov e f o r the admissio n o f ETC 

2 5 req ~est Ex~1btt ~o. l, d ated 6· 19 · 97 , and move ! e r t he 



1 admission of Exhibi t No . 2, respo nse to dat a request 

2 dated 1 0-10-97. 

3 MS. WIEST: Any objecti o ns ? ff not, they've 

4 been admitted. Any quest•ons concerning l h.s doc ket? 

S CHAI RMAN BURG : l 'lt move we g ran t a wa iver 

6 o n toll cont r o l in TC97 -096 f o r o ne year . 

7 COMMISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

8 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELOEk . Concur. 

9 MS. WIEST : TC97 -09 7. 

10 MR . COIT: we move f o r the admiss ion of 

1 1 Exhibit No. l. ETC request, dated 6 · 19 ·97 and Exhi b i t 

12 No. 2, response to data request dated l0 -10-97. 

13 MS . WIEST: Any obj e ctions? If not, they've 

14 been admitted. Does an y body have any qu es t ions 

15 concerni ng th i s docket ? 

16 CHAIRMAN BURG: I'l l move we grant a wa ive r 

17 

l 8 

19 

20 

for •oil cont r ol 1n TC97·097 f o r one year. 

COM~ ISSIONER NELSO N : l'd second i t. 

COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS . WI EST : TC97 -0 98 . 

21 MR. CO IT : we move f or the adm ission o ! ETC 

22 request da ted 6-19-97, which is marked Exh ibit No. 1 . 

23 and admiss ion o f Exhib i t No. 2, which is the response 

2 4 to data request da ted 10- 1~ - 97. 

25 MS. WIEST : Any objection t o Exhibi ts land 



4 2 

l 2? If not, they've been admitted. Are there any 

2 questi o ns concern1~9 th1s d oc ke t? 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mo ve that we grant a 

4 wa ive r for toll con trol 1n TC97·09 8 f or o ne year . 

5 

6 

7 

8 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it. . 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS. W: ES, . 7 C97-099. 

MR . co: T : We move f o r the adm1ss1on o f 

~ Exhlblt No . 1. wh 1ch is t he £TC dated 6-19-97, and 

: o a~m1ss1on o ! £xh1b lt No . 2, wh1ch 1s the response to 

11 d ~t n request dat.ed 10-9 - 97. 

MS WI £S7 . Any obJ e ct1on? l f not. they• ve 

13 b~en admitted . l h ave the same q uestion on chis one. 

~ 7h~ que&Ll o n is do we have single party s~ rvlce, and 

! 5 

: . V.R co ::- : M!"" l.ee , are you here !or Ro berts 

Co·-~tf o r n""' -- '"'I 

: 8 I". I' LEE No . 

: . MF co :T : ,h"n we probably need l O hand le 

~ . MS ~: ts:- . O~a y. 

M? ~EE : Rich. are we talking about Rober ts 

Coi:n ::. y c, r 

MF Cv :7 : Ro berts Cou nty . 

~EE I k no w ~rom ano ther source other 
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1 than this that as manager o f the South Dako ta 

2 Association ? f Telephon e Co-ops and the dail y reques ts 

3 we've had there that t hey do, in (a c t, pro vide al l 

4 single par t y serv ice throug hou t Ro berts Count y Co-op . 

5 1f that will suffice f o r you r in f ormat ion he re . 

6 MS. WTEST: I s that sufficient? 

7 MS . CREMER : That ·s suf ( icient . 

8 MS . WIEST: Okay . 

9 CHAIRMAN BURG : I'll mov e we g r a n t a wa iver 

10 f o r toll control 1n TC97 · 099 ! o r one yea r. 

11 COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I' d secc~d it. 

12 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

13 MS . WIEST: TC97• 100. 

14 MP . COIT. We move f o r the adm1as ioo o! 

15 Exhibit No. l. which 1s the £TC r equest dated 6 - 19 - 97. 

16 and admiss! o n o ! Exhibit No. 2. response to data 

17 r•quest dated 10· 9 - 97 . 

lb MS. WIEST: Any objection? lf not. they've 

1 9 

20 

21 

been admitted . Same queat1on on th1 s one. 

MR LEE : l d o n't know the answer . 

MR . CO IT : There is -· Mr . Lee is not he re 

22 representing RC Commun1cat1ons today. oo I suspect 

23 we' ll h veto d e a l wi th tha t with a late - fi l ed e xhibi t 

24 1f that•s okay 

l5 MS . WIEST : Ok~y . 



l CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant a waiver 

2 f o r toll control in TC97-100 f or one ye a r . 

3 

s 

6 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON : l'd second it. 

COMM ISS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concur . 

MS . WlEST : TC97 - 101. 

M~ . CO IT : We mo ve ~o r the admission of 

7 Exh ibit No. l, wh i ch is t he £TC request dated 6 - 19-97, 

a and ExhibiL So. 2. r espo nae to staf( data request dated 

9 1 0 ) ~ 97 . 

1 0 HS. WI~ST Any Ob ) CCtl o n ? If no t, they ' ve 

11 been ad=!tt ed. Any q uestions concerning this docket? 

: 2 I 
13 to!! 

:s 

- 7 

CHAI RMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant wa i ver for 

con tro! 1n TC9 7- l 01 for o ne year. 

COMM ISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second 1 t . 

COMMI SSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST : TC97-102 . 

MR . COI T : We move f o r the admission of 

li* £ x h:b1t 1:0. l. wh i c h 1s t h e ETC dated 6 - 19 - 97, and 

:t £ x n1b 1t No. 2. which is a r esponse to data request 

21 MS . WlEST : Any o b J ect1o ns? I! not, l and 2 

i2 have been admitted 

:?3 do~ '<e l? 

Any questi o ns conce rning this 

CHA!Rl-lAN BURG : I'll mo ve we grant a waiver 

2 5 Llor t oll contro l in TC97- 10 2 for one year . 



l 

2 

3 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second it . 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Co n cu r. 

MS. WIEST: TC97-l0S. 

.. s 

4 MR. COI T: We move f o r the adm issi o n of ETC 

s request, Exhibit No. 1. dated 6 · 19-97. and admission of 

6 Exhi b it No. 2, response t o data reque st dated 10·1 4 · 97. 

7 MS . WIEST: Any obJection? If no t, Exhibits 

a 1 and 2 r.ave been admitted . Any que tione conce rn ing 

9 this docket ? 

10 CHAIRMAN BURG: I 'll move we grant a wa ive r 

l . for toll control in TC97-l0S for o ne year. 

12 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: r·d oecond lt . 

13 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

1.; 

1 S 

MS. WIEST: TC97·108. 

MR. COIT : We move f o r the admiaa: o n o f ETC 

16 tequest, Exhibit No. l, dated 6 - 23-97, and the 

17 adm 1ssion of Exhibit No. 2. response to staff data 

18 roqueac. dated 10 · 14 · 97 

19 MS. WIEST: Any Ob)ect1on? If no t, Exh1b1ts 

20 1 and 2 have been adm1tc.ed . Same question . Can yo u, 

21 Mr . Lee , a nswer that one? Is that single party serv1ce 

22 ava1labl e f o r 

23 MR . COIT: For Fai th. 

:24 MR. LEE : l d o not represent them. t•m sorry . 

2 5 MR. COIT: We would request permission to 



1 p r ov ide tha t via affidavit . 

2 

3 

s 

6 

7 

8 

MS. WI EST • Okay . 

CHA IRMAN BURG: I'll move we g r ant a wai ver 

f or t oll control in TC97·108 f or o n e year . 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFE LDER : Con c ur. 

MS. WI EST: TC9 7 ·1 13 . 

MR. COIT: We mo ve for the a dmission o f 

9 i;; xhtb it No. l. ETC r equest dated 6- 25-97, and Exhibit 

10 No. 2. re s p onse c o dat a requests dated 10·9·97. 

11 MS. WI EST : Any ObJection? If no t, t.hey•ve 

12 been adm1tted. I h ave the s a me quest ion o o this one. 

13 

' . . ~ 
:s 

: ,: 

:s 

2 () 

22 

MR. CO!T : This i s Armou r . Bill Haugen can 

respo nd to y ou r quest1on. 

MR. HAUGEN: Yes . 1 c an answer that . 

BIL L BAUGSN, J R. , 

called a s a ~ itness, be1ng f1rst du l y s wo rn, 

wac e x am1ned and cestified ag f ollows: 

EXAMINAT!ON 

MR. HA UGEN: Good afternoon. 

MS ~ : EST: And I ~ould just like t o ask you 

t ~ yo u cu rren:!y pro vide single pa r t y se rvi ce to a ll o f 

23 your customers in your area . 

24 MR . HAUGE ?~ : S!ngle part y service is 

25 avd 1lable t o all of ou r cu s tomers in Armou r Jndepende nc 



1 Telephone Company s erv ice area . 

2 l ate ae venti s. 

It h&s been since the 

3 MS. WI EST: Are there any others q ues tio ns o! 

4 this wit neso ? Than k y o u . 

5 CHAIRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant a waiver 

6 fo r toll control in TC97 · 113 for o ne year . 

7 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: l'd second. 

8 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELD ER: Concur. 

9 MS. WIEST: TC97-11 4 . 

10 MR. COIT: We move f o r the adm1ssion o f ETC 

11 request of the Bridge wate r -Cani stot a Te lephone Company. 

12 which 1s dat ed 6 - 25 · 97, that's Exhibit No. 1 . And also 

13 move for th e admiss ion o f Exhib i t No. 2, wh ich i s 

14 respo nse t o data requests o f staff dated 10·9-97. And 

15 Mr. Haugen is here as woll to respo nd t o any questions 

16 in this docke t. 

17 MS. WI EST : First of a ll, any obj e c t ion to 

18 Exh ibits 1 and 2 ? I~ no t. they've been admitt ed. And 

19 1 would ask th e same questi o n . 

20 MR . HA UGEN: Single party servic e i s 

2 1 avai labl e t o all the customers i n the 

22 Br1dgcwater -Can1st o ta Ex c hanges. 

23 MS. WIE ST : Thank you. Any o t he r questions 

24 of this witness? 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG : I 'll move we grant a wa ive r 

I 



1 

2 

3 

s 

4 8 

f o r toll control in TC97·1 14 f or one yea r . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: r·d eecond it. 

COMM ISSlONER SCHOENFE~OER: Concu r. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 • 11 5. 

MR. COIT: We woul d move the adm ission o f 

6 £xh1b1t No. l , the ETC request o! Union Telephone 

7 Company. dated 6-25-97, and Exhibit No. 2. respo nse to 

8 data request which is dated 10-9-97. 

MS . WI EST : Any obj ection? lf not, Exhibits 

10 1 and 2 have been adm itted. 

11 q~estion in this docket. 

And I would ask the same 

12 MR . HAUGEN: Single party service is 

13 avail able to al l the customers in the Union Telephone 

14 Company service area, Hartf ord and Wa ll Lak e Ex chang e s, 

lS again, has been since l ate seventies. 

! e 

19 

20 

22 

MS . WIEST : Than k you. Any other quest ions 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'll move we grant a wa i ver 

! o r toll restrictlon 1n TC97-ll5 f o r one year. 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMMISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER: Concu r . 

MS. WIEST: Thank you. TC97· 117. 

MR. CO IT : We move f o r the admission of 

£xh1b-:t No. l, ETC request dated 6 - 30-97, and Ex hibit 

~S No. 2, response to data requ est dat~d lO·l ~ - 97. 



l MS. WIEST: Any objec t ion ? I f not, Exhibi ts 

2 land 2 h ave been ad mitted. Any question s concerning 

3 this doc ket? 

4 CHAI RMAN BURG : I'll move we gr~nc a wa i ver 

S for toll control in TC97-1 17 for one year . 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I ' d second ic. 

7 

8 

9 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WlEST: TC97 -12l. 

MR . COIT: We move for che admission of 

10 Ex hibit No. l, t he ETC request of Aadoka, dated 7-3-97, 

11 and the admissio n of Exhibit No. 2 . response to data 

12 requests dated 10-28 - 97. 

13 MS. WI EST, Any o b Jections to Ex hibits l and 

t4 2? If not , they've been admitted . Any questions 

15 concerning this docket? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

CHA IRMAN BURG : I' ll move we grant a waive , 

f or toll cont r ol in TC97-l2l for one year. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'll second it. 

COMMISSIONER SCHOENF ELDER: Concur. 

20 MS. WIEST , TC97 - 125. 

21 MR . COIT: We'd move f or che admission of £TC 

22 request, Exh ibi t No. 1, d a ted 7-7 - 97, and Exhibit No. 

23 2, response co data request o f staff, which is dated 

24 10-29-97. 

25 MS . WI EST: Any o b jection to Ex hibits l a nd 

I ' 



l 2 ? If not, they've been admit ted. Any questions 

2 conce rning this docket? 

so 

3 CHAIRMAN SURG: I'll move we grant a waiver 

s 

6 

1 

8 

(or toll control in TC97·12S f o r one year. 

COMMISSI ONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

CO MM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concu r . 

MS. WTEST: TC97-l30. 

MR . COIT: We would move for the adm1ss1on of 

9 Exhibit No . l, the ETC request dated 7-10-97, and 

10 Exh !bit No. 2, the response to data request dated 

11 10-1 <; -97. 

12 MS . WIEST: An y objection to Exh1bits l a nd 

13 2 ? If not. they've been admitted . Any questions 

l ~ conce rning ::.his d oc ket ? 

: s CHAlRMAN BURG : I'll move we grant a waiver 

:E : o r toll cont r ol 1n TC97 - 1JO t o r o ne ye i, r. 

l 7 

20 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: I woul d second 

COMM: ss : o ~ER SCHOENFELDER: Concur. 

~S . WIEST : TC97-l3 1 . 

' --' . 

MR . COI T : We would mo ve the admission of ET 

~l request Exh1b1t No. l. which is dated 7-10 -9 7, and 

:z Exhibit No. 2, r espons e to data request dat e d 10-1q .97, 

23 

., . ... 
MS . WZES7, Any obJection to Exhibits land 

2? :f no::., the y've been admitted . Any questions 

25 co~cern1n9 th1s d ocket ? 
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CHAIRMAN BURG: l'll move we granc a wd iver 

f o r coll concrol in TC97 ·1 31 for one year . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I'd second 1t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENPELDER : Concur. 

MS. WIEST: TC97 · 1S4. 

MR . COIT : We wou ld move into the r ecord 

7 Exhibic No. l, the ETC reques t, dated 9·10-97, and also 

8 Exhibit No. 2, the response to data request dated 

9 10 - 16-97. 

MS. Wl EST: Any objection to Exhibit land 10 

ll 

12 

2? If not, they have been admi tted . Let's s ee , on 

this one this was one of a couple that no tlme period 

13 wos requested f o r the waiver. 

the one year? 

I a ssume you still want 

15 

16 respond. 

17 River. 

18 

MR . COIT: Mr . Barfield is here . He could 

He's Mr . Bob Barf ield, manager f or West 

MS . WIEST, They request a wa iver but this ie 

19 one of the few one s that didn't ask for one year, as 

20 far as I can see. or any time period. So I wa s 

21 wondering 1f there was any different time period that 

22 was being requested. 

23 BOB BARPI BLD, 

2, c al led as a witness, being first du ly s worn, 

2S was exa m:ned and testified a s follows : 
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l EX AM INATION 

2 MR. BARFIELD: In response t o your question, 

3 since the vendo r d o es not have a date, as far as we 

4 kno w, at this t ime to pro vide t h is, that's the reason 

S we d1dn·t a s k for a ce r t a in time peri o d o n the waiver . 

6 MS. WIEST: Bue we will need a time per iod. 

7 MR . COIT: Wou ld you be willing to accept t h e 

8 o ne - year time period cha t is being granted to ocher 

9 companies? 

l 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

ls 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

2 5 

MR. BARFIELD: We sure woul d . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: And l t h ink the thought 

behind it 10 if there still isn't a ny solu tion, then i t 

woul d b e renewed or we ' d request . With that, I'll mo ve 

chat we grant a wai ver [ or toll control i n TC97-15 4 f or 

one year. 

CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON : I woul d seco nd i t. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

MS. WrEST: 

MR . COlT : 

Exhib t t No. 1, which 

Let's go t o TC97·155. 

We wo ul d request admission of 

1s the ETC reques t of Mo br idge 

Telecommunications, which is dated 9- 1 0- 97, and a lso 

Exhibit No. 2, wh1ch 1s the r esponse to data request 

dated 10 - 16 - 97. 

MS. WIEST: Any obj ecti o n? If not, Ex h i b i ts 

land 2 have been admitted. And I wou ld have the s ame 
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1 question with respect to tbe length of the waiver. 

2 MR. BARFIELD: And the response would be the 

3 same. 

~ 

We would ask for a year on the wa ive r. 

MS. WI EST: Thank you. Any other questions? 

CHAIRMAN BURO: With that I'll move that we 5 

6 grant a wa iver o n toll cont rol in TC97 -1SS for one 

7 year. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

TC9"/-167. 

COMMISSIONER NELSON: I'd second it. 

COMM ISSI ONER SCHOENFELDER : l concur. 

MS . WIEST : Thank you. Let's skip t o 

MR. COIT: I would just note that Three River 

Telco is not an SDITC membe r company, so I'm not really 

here today to represent Three River Telco . 

MS. WIEST: Nobody is here? 

CHAIRMAN BURO: Do we have any questions o n 

it, or do we have to have representation? 

MS. WI EST: Somebody needs to move it in. 

MR . COIT: Well, if you•re looking for a 

body, l guess I can serv e as the body. 

MS . CREMER : Otherwi se. I can move to admit 

the t wo exhibits, Number l, 10-10-97 , the request fo r 

ETC, and ll-7·97, the amended -- oh, I'm sorry, t hat' s 

US West. Let me try that aga i n . 1 0 - 16 of '97 i s the 

request and 11·13 · 97 is the amended request. and 1 



s.; 

1 woul d ask that they be ad~it:ted in. 

2 MS. WIEST : Any o b j e ction? If not, they've 

3 been admitted . Are there any questions concerning this 

.; docket? I would note that their application d oes 

5 request a wai ver ! o r on e peri o d for toll control. 

6 CHA:RMAN BURG: There i sn't a question on the 

7 single party line, tho ugh. is ther e ? 

8 

9 

MS. WI EST : No. 

CH AIRMAN BURG : 1·11 move we grant a waive r 

10 f o r t oll con: r ol in TC97-l67 f o r one y ear . 

COMMISS I ONER NELSON: I'd second . 

12 COMM lSS I ONER SCHOENFELDER : Concur. 

l 3 MS . WI EST : At t h is time d id yo u want t o go 

1~ to us west, or is Har l an g o ing to speak t o these 

d('cke::.s? 

: .. 
:1 

MS CREMER : We'll f1n1sh up these first. 

MS. WIEST· Okay. 

:e S7AFF 'S EXHIB:T SO. 1 WAS MARKED FOR 

-~ .~EUTlFI CA7: o s I 

: G HAA LAN B!ST, 

2: c al led as a witness. be i ng first d ul y s worn , 

:2 wa s e x ~~1ned and cesci(ied ao follo ws : 

23 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

2 ~ SY MR. HOS ECK· 

25 Wou ld you state y ou r name for the record, 
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1 please . 

2 

3 

A . 

o. 

Har l an Be s t . 

1 , d what i s y o ur j ob? 

4 A. I a m d e puty d i rector o f f i xed uti l it i es f o r 

s the Public Ut ili t i es Comm i ss ion . So u t h Da kota . 

6 

7 

8 

' 
1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

1 4 

l S 

16 

o. And have y ou been present in t he hearing rooa 

this a fte r no o n f o r the hear i ng o n t hes e app licat ions ? 

A . Ye a . 

o . And have y o u had the o p po r tuni ty t o r ev1ew 

the c aption 1n the notice o f th is hear i ng whi c h li sts 

the cases which are befo re the Comm i ss ion on t hi s date? 

A . Yea. 

o. And are y o u fa mi liar wi th t h e a p p l1cationa in 

eac h o f these c a s e s? 

A. 

o . 

Yea . 

As a p a rt o f y ou r job, ha v e y ou rev iewe d 

17 t hooe a ppl i c a tionu? 

1 8 

19 

A. 

o . 

Yes , ! h a ve . 

Yo u have be!o ~e yo u a n exhibi ~ numbe r e d 

20 Sta( ! 's No . l; 1s tha t co rrec t ? 

2 1 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

A. Yes . 

O. And i s that an e xhi b it t hat y o u prepared 1n 

t he cour s e o f yo ur d uties ? 

A 

Q . 

Yea, i t 1s . 

Juoc br ie f l y e x p l ain c o t he Co mm issi o n , 
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l please, what that e x hibit entails. 

2 A. What I h a ve done on this e x hibit is acr oss 

J the top is listed each of the companies requesti ng 

4 elig ibl e telecommunications carrier status, the 

5 associated docket number, and the staff counsel that is 

6 ass1gned t o the respective dockets. Down the side, the 

7 left - hand side, is the requirements that are set for · h 

6 f o r ETC status . eopulated within the columns is the 

9 respo nses that the respective companies gave within 

10 their exhibits 1 and Ex hibit 2 that have been a dmitt e d 

11 1nto the r ecord. 

12 O . And are the r e any chang e s o r co rrections to 

13 this exhibit that you woul d like to make at this time ? 

1 4 A . One that r a m a ware o f is under Vivian 

15 7elephone, Doc ket TC97-068, under the Life l ine and Link 

16 Up 1c shows that it will be available l · l-97. It 

17 shou1d be 1 ·1·98. !'m not a ware of any other 

1a correct i ons. 

:~ KR . HOSECK: Oka y . At this point 1n time l 

~O ~o~!d move S latf's Exh1b1t No. l into evidence . This 

2: 19 intended as testi mony for a ll o : the dockets en mass 

22 with the exc epti o n o f Us West . 

:) COMMI SS I ONER SCHO ENFELDER : US West is on 

:4 nere though . 

MR . HOSECK: That woul d be handled later. 
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MS. WIEST: Is ther e any objectjon? 

MR . COIT: My comment would be that t just 

received this so I haven't had an opportunity to g o 

through t o make su re this is all accura te. l guess! 

c an t ake Mr . Best's word chat it is a ccurate and I'll 

6 have co do that, 1 guess . 

7 have any commen t. 

Other than tha t , 1 don't 

8 MS. WIEST: Do you want an o pportunity to 

9 look it o ver ? 

10 MR . COIT: We ll , it migh~ take me a while, so 

ll I don't have any objection . 

12 MS. WIEST: Okay. Then Staf f Ex hibit No. l 

13 will be admitted into all of the docke ts that we have 

1 4 g one through s o far. 

15 MR. HOSECK: Okay. Thank you. 

16 Q. Based o n the review of these dockets that you 

1 7 have done and relying to whatever extent you may on 

18 Staf! ·s Exhibit No. l, did the applicanc companies meet 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

the r equirements of becoming an eligible 

telecommu n ications carrier? 

A . Yes, they have, with the noted late - filed 

aff i davi ts that will be done in a number o f the 

dockets. 

Q. And with regard to advertising services 

exchange- wide, do you have a r e commendation to the 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

ll 

12 

l 3 
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Comm1os1on (o r a prov1s1on to be included in an o rder 

which would come out of t he se proceed ings? 

A. Yes . S taff 's recommendat ion ! or advert 1s1ng 

would be that the ~TC c arrier be requi red t o advertis e 

at least o n c e each year ; and if they have any rate 

change, that that r a te change be advertised when 1t 

does cha nge. 

o. And in conclusion, do you have a n o pinion as 

t o whether o r not the applicants contained on Exh ibit 

l, wi th the except i on o f US Wes t wh ich has not had its 

c a se heard yet at this t ime , whether or not those 

appl ican t s meet the q uali f icat ions a s a n eligible 

telecommunica tion s ca rri er? 

14 A . With staff 's re v iew that has been u n de rtaken, 

: 5 yes , they d o meet the r equirements f o r ETC status. 

!6 MR . HOS ECK: I have no further ~ues tion s o! 

17 ·his witness. 

MS. WIEST : Are there any questions o f th is 

19 w1tne. a? 

20 

Mr . Co it ? 

2 1 BY MR . COIT. 

CROSS - EXAMINATI ON 

22 

2 3 

I assume when you t a l k ed a boul aov e rt i sing 

r at, c hanges that you• re r eferenc ing the rates Just fo r 

2 4 the essential services that are support ed by uni vers a l 

25 service? 
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A. Yes. 

MR . CO IT: No further questions. 

MS . WIEST: Ms. Rogers? 

M! ROGERS: No , n o quest ions . 

MS. WIEST : Mr . Heast o n ? 

MR. HEASTON: No. 

CHA I RMAN BURG : The o nly quest ion l'd have is 

8 t here any -- is advert i s i ng i dent i f i ed in any way ? ls 

9 t here any c r ite r i a f o r what advertis i ng mean s i n t h e 

10 contex t of th is? 

l ! well? 

I s the metho ds i n the FCC Order as 

12 MS. Wl EST: I' m sorry, what wa s the 

13 questi o n ? 

1 4 CHAIRMAN BURG: The question I had f o r Harl an 

15 o r anybody else i s, is t here a meaning, i s there a 

16 d escr i p tion , d efini ti on f o r advertioing, wha t tha t 

17 cons titutes ? 

18 MS . WIEST: Under the st a t ut e i t self 

19 21 4 l e ) (I) ! B l t h e y must advertise the a va il a !:nlity of 

20 such s erv ic e s and 1 f you' r e refe rri ng t o t h e services 

21 that are suppo r t ed by fede ra l univer s a l service and the 

22 charges there~ ore usi ng me d ia o f g e ner a l d i s t r i bution . 

23 

2 4 me. 

25 

CHAI RMAN BURG : Okay . 

COMM ISSIONER NE~SON: 

I think that s a tisfi es 

Does t h a t mean fo r 
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l Li!eline and Link Up, they have to advertise this 

2 once? 

3 MS. WJEST : That woul d be unde r staff's 

4 

s 

6 

1 

8 

9 

rec ommendation. I believe. 

A . Yes, o nc e ea c h year . 

COMMI SSIONER NELSON: Well, {rankly, l don• t 

lhlnk it's adequate . 

COMM lSSlONER SCHOEN FELDER : Are you doing 

that ? Are y o u • to f o llow up· · e xcuse Qe, to f ollow 

10 up o n Comm1ss1oner Nelson's question, are you 

ll re commending that they advertise once each yea r after? 

12 l believe o ur 0 1der s a id that you have to send an 

13 app l 1c at1 o n co everyone once initi a lly and then to 

! 4 eve ry new c usto mer . Yo u're requesting this 

15 d~~r c 1sement o ! ~1!eline. Link Up 1n addition Lo, 

:~ woul d that be ac c urate o r n o t? 

: 1 A . The L1!el1ne, Link Up unde r TC97 · 150, 

l B whi ch was issued yesterday, st a tes that tt shall be ·· 

:, a ~ r~ s ha l . be, o r a ?etter sha ll be sent to present 

o cuscomers . ~nd then t h is wou ld be an advert1semenl o f 

.. 7hey d have t o d o advertisement o ! this !or at 

le a st o nce each ye ar . 

COMM: s s: ONER SCHOENFELDER : Okay . Thank you. 

COMMt SS I ONER NELSON: So i s the answer t o 

2 ~ Las~a · s questi o ns it's 1n add1t1 o n :o? 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

A , Yoo . Thay woul d do it orlgin1lly, ond once 11 

ye11r oCt.er . 

I\. 

MS. WIEST: Ho w woul d they ndv~rt.iBP? 

Where would they advertiae? 

MS. WlE ST: Yes. 

Wh atever general distribution Jt meets 

a a cco rding, I assume, 1t means newspapers and those 

9 t ypes of publica tions. 

10 MS. WIEST: So it could be any type of 

ll general distribution medi a once a year? 

12 A. Wha tever is available w~thin their given 

1 1 exchanges that they serve. 

1 4 MS. WlEST: And it would o nly be for those 

15 ser\ .ces suppo r ted right now by federal universal 

16 service? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 MS . WIEST : And every time they cha nged a 

19 rate f o r one o ~ those services , then that would have to 

20 be re-advertised at that time? 

21 A. Yes . 

22 MS. WlEST: Are there any other questions of 

23 this witness? lC not, thank you . Actual ly, I do. 

2 ~ Could you retake the stand, Harlan ? I guess we have a 

25 question for you. Could you look at y ou r exhibit for 
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1 Venture Communtcat1ono, TC97 095? 

2 

3 

I\ Yeo . 

MS. WIEST : Ooee the anewer to number Cou 1. 

4 01ngle party servi c e, we did grant them a wa ive r 

5 be c auee curren t ly they d o not h ve otngle party eervice 

6 apparently to three cuotomere? 

7 

8 

A . Yea . 

MS. WIEST: So would that be incorrect there, 

9 y oLr q u estion there? 

10 A . ; t wo uld be a cl ar ification the re t o it, yeo. 

MS. WIEST : Okay . Thank you. Do you have 

12 anything [urther, Mr. Hoseck? 

13 MR M0S£C K, Stoff hau noth1ne further . 

1 .; Th ink you. 

15 MS. WI EST : Do you wa nt to ta ke a ohort break 

:6 until we gv to US We st? 

: 7 MR ro :T When d o es the Comm1aa1 o n -- are 

~8 y • go :ng t wa 1t Jnt1. :he end to rule on all o ! these 

:-. w. ·l. :espuct t o che a ct;ial ETC des19nat1on? 

MS W'. EST: : hat's why we're taking a sho rt 

22 A7 TH:S 7lME A SHOR7 RECESS WAS TAKEN . ) 

MS ..: :EST Let's get started aga1n . And we 

: .; w:11 o t o TC97 163 

25 MR HEASTON· And ! wo u:d move adm1ss1on o f 
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2 

3 

• 
s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

~ 1 

12 

13 

1 4 

16 

17 

6) 

Exhibit l, wh ic h l a Lhe request, and Exhibit l, which 

10 the a mended request, and Exhlbit 3 , which i e the 

aerv1ce territ o ry map . That'& Exhibi t l, 2 and J 

respective ly 1n the d ocket . 

MS. WI EST: Any o bjec~i o n to Exhibits 1, 2 

and 3? Do y o u have a copy o f the service t errito ry 

map? Are there any ob j ectio ns to Exhibits 1. 2 a nd 3? 

If not . they've been adm itted . 

Mr. Heaston. 

You may proceed, 

HR . HEASTON: We woul d also )Oln in the 

motion o n the toll cont r ol. The reason we did not seek 

a waiver in the initial app licat ion is bec ause as I 

read Paragraph 388 o f the Order 1n the DA 97- lS7 

indic a ted that toll b loc k ing wo uld be suf fi cient in the 

meantl~e and it was dependent upon when you upg rad ed 

s witche s. An d s o we d o no t (eel we need a wa i ver o ! 

toll cont r ol. but tne common wisdom seems t o be there 

18 needs to be a waive r , s o we will f o l low the herd here 

lS and request the t~l! cont r ol waiv e r a lso. 

20 And we a re also one o f the par tien to the 

21 request of the FCC to reconsider the t oll limi tation, 

22 that this 1ncludes both toll bloc k i ng and t oll 

23 cont r ol. And r guess we would aldo point out that wi t h 

2 4 tne 1~ple mentat 1o n of number po r t ab1 l1ty that 1s go.ng 

2S to impact toll control somewhat signifi c a n t ly. And 10 



1 while we a91ee with Bob B~rCleld in hla o boervat ion 

2 thal elnc e we don't know when 1t'8 going to happen, 

3 that's why we woul dn't want a time l1m1t on 1t, but we 

~ are willing to accept the one year with the 

5 understanding that i f there is not the ability t o 

6 impl ement it or 1 ( the abilit y 1s t oo expens1 ve to 

7 1mplement, that we would be able t o come back to th i s 

8 Commiss ion and seek !urther wa 1ver o f that, of 

9 impl ement i ng toll control with part of the essent i al 

10 telecomm u n 1cat1ons c arr:er o bligation. 

11 

12 

13 

: ; 

MS. WIEST : Okay. Wo uld the Coffim1 ssioners 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Did we admit the e x hibits? 

MS. WIEST: Yes. 

CHAI RMAN BURG: I'll move that we waive toll 

15 cont r ol f o r TC97 · 1 63 !or o ne year . 

16 COMM: SSI0N£R NELSON : Well, l'm going to 

17 second 1t, but I hea:-d an e xpans ion ot what we• ve been 

18 waiving 1n the past !:-om 91 v in9 them o ne year wi th the 

l9 !dea we're 901n9 :o ~enew 1t . And the r eas o n I was 

20 w:ll1ng to gran t lt is b e c ause te c hnolog y i s not out 

21 t.he :-e . No w, the Act requires that it be there and 1 t 

22 didn 't say anything about how much i t cost. So I 

23 didn't hear anyt h1 n9 about o ne of the reasons we were 

2~ wa ivi ng it in che past was because that i t might be 

25 cosc proh1b 1c1ve as much as because cechno l o gy wasn't 
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2 

3 

4 

there. 1 c a n understand why technology wasn't t he r e, 

bul I didn't ·· I was n't in Congress when they voted 

t hat wa s part of the Act. 

MR. HEASTON: It's not part o f the Act. I 

5 guess that ' s the first thi ng . It's an FCC·· 

6 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: I t's a rule. 

7 MR. HEASTON: It ' s an FCC d1ctate. 

8 COMM ISSIONER NELSON: But it has the same 

9 weight a s the rules and statute unless it's changed in 

10 court; r1ght ? 

11 MR. HEASTON : That's t r ue. But unless the 

12 FCC cha nges, as we've u r ged them to do. 

13 COMM ISS I ONER NELSON: Right. So I'm 

1 4 seconding your motion wit h the unde r standi ng i t 's 

15 exactly a s we had stated it original l y; is that 

16 co rrect? 

17 

18 year. 

19 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I mean the motion wa s for o ne 

COMMI SSIONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 be lieve t he 

20 mo tion was f or one year , a wa iver f or one year, and 1 

21 d1dr't k now that the ~o t ion h a d a nything more than 

22 that, than just a waiver from t oll cont r o l for one 

23 yea r . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: It doesn 't . 

25 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : Then I 'll concur. 
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CO MM ISSIONER NE LSON: Al l I'm s aying , though, 

is I voted for it and there will be a re co rd that l 

3 voted !or it; and the reason l voted for 1t was the 

technology wasn't avai lable. And thac·s a lot 

5 d1f(erent 1n my mind than it's cost prohibitive. 

6 

7 

COMMlSSlONiR SCHOENFELDER : I think 

CO MM lSSIONgR NELSON: Not that that wouldn't 

B be an issue 1n my mind that you could debate . I don't 

9 wa nt a record that ! ' m support ing s omet hing f o r a 

10 d1!fcrent reason than I did. 

l l CHAIRMAN BURG: Jus t a comment that l'd ma k e 

!2 0 :1 1t. 1 gu~•• · lf there 1sn·t a technology. I r eally 

13 hate to see all SO or 75 filings Just f o r an 

~x:...@ns1on If there ,s some way we could certi f y the r e 

: s :s n~ technology and extend 1t as we come u p towards 

I • . " that year . : 'd welcor:1e that solution ra ther than go 

thr ugh th1s with this many o f them. l. personally, in 

:9 ha~· mult!ple compan1es 1n number porcabillty . It 

oogq,~$ ~, -ind to see how that 's even going to happe n 

th3: y o~ c~~ld end up with any lc1nd o! toll 

l 11111 : at 1 on . So ,•m guessing when we come up ·o the 

:J y•a:. we 're st:l! not qo1ng to have a solution, and I'm 

: .; no: . 001<1n9 towa:-d to 1equ1rin9 all of you ·· t mean 

2S that's the name o ! a bu rea uc rat t o fi le tha t many 
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l pieces of paper . Soi[ we c a n find a wa y to 

2 

3 

~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

consolidate it a t tha t time, l woul d we lcome any 

suggest ion s . Tha t's a ll I have. 

MR . HEASTON: I ha v e Mr. Lehne r a v a ilabl e 

here, and we d o have a couple questions to ask him . 

JON LIIHNIIR, 

called as a witness, being first du l y swo rn, 

was e xa mined and testi f ied as follows : 

PIRECT EXAMINATI ON 
BY MR. HEASTON: 

Q. Mr . Lehner. in ou r a pplica tion we descr i bed 

t he issue of eliminati ng mult i-par ty servi c es and going 

t o single party service th r oughout US West service 

a reas. Can you update the Commission e n the status of 

that consistent wi t h wha t we've a l ready put in the 

appl ication ? 

A. Yes. As of October 31 o f th i s year the 

number o f multi - part y o r t wo- and f ou r - party customers 

in US West ' s te rr itory is 612. 612. 

CHA IRMAN BURG : What was t h e da te o n that, 

Jon? 

A. 

o . 
As of 10-31-97. 

And what can you tell the Comm i ssio n about 

24 ou r conti nuing e ff o rt t o eliminate the mu l t i-par t y 

25 ser vice? 
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A . The plan right now is to el i minate all of 

those 6 12 except for 52 o ! them. And the time frame 

!or that will be by the e nd of the second quarter, 

which I suppose we could put for a date of 6-30 of 

'98. So al l but 52 o f those wi ll be compl eted by 6-30 

o f '98. 

o. 

A. 

upgrades. 

And wha t a bout the remain i ng 52? 

The remain1ng 52 are extremely high cost 

And until ot her technology o r ocher means 

10 beco me available, there are n o plans right now. We 

11 have no plans co move a head with those 52. 

J2 o. Wi th that we still believe that it Js 

13 approp r i a te for us to -- we st ill believe the wa iver is 

1 4 appro priate 1n this case ; 1s that correct? 

15 

16 

: 7 have. 

1 8 

19 

A . That 1s correct. 

MR . HEASTON: That's all the ques t ionB l 

MS. W!EST: Ms . Cremer? 

CROSS -EXAMINATION 
20 BY MS. CREMER : 

21 Q. Mr. Lehner , whe re are thos e 52 locat e d? Are 

22 they spread throughout, o r are they in a specific area, 

23 do you kno w? 

24 A. ! could read them o ff for you . There's about 

25 a d o zen e xchanges . Or I could give you a late-filed 
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e xhibit. Let me j ust read them o ff. Ar l i ngton is 

f our; Belle Fo urche, six; De Smet, f our; Huron, three; 

Lake Preston, one. 

CO MM ISSIONER NELSON: Do you wan t to start 

S over? 

6 A. • Ar ling t on. four; Belle Fourche, six; De Smet, 

7 f o ur; Huron. three; Lake Preston, one; Madison. t wo; 

8 Milbank, f o ur ; Pierre, two; Redfield, two ; Sisseton. 

9 si x; Spearfish, t wo; Volga, five; Watertown, ten; 

10 Yankto n. o ne. 

11 Q. rs there a particular reason? Is it li ke 

12 Anaconda line or something? 

13 A. It's a combination o f many facto rs. but yo u 

14 mean as far as the S2 are concerned? 

1S o. Yes. 

16 A. It's a combination o f many f a ctors. We 're 

17 t alking about feeder d i stribution, we're talk i ng about 

18 in some cases a PAIR GAIN systems like Anaconda that 

19 woul d need to b e rep l a ced. 

20 MS. CREMER: Okay . That's a ll the questions 

21 

22 

23 

2 ~ 

2 S 

r have. 

CH AIRMAN BURG : Have you invest i gated any 

other technical solutions o ther than to a s i ngle party 

ot her than li ne extensio n? 

A . You mean in order to prov ide a singl e party 
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serv ice to these cus tome r s? 

CHA tRMAN BURG: Yes. 

l 

2 

3 A. Yes. I think the answer is we a r e constantly 

4 looking for a cheaper wa y to do this because in some 

5 cases, Commissione r , we 're tal ki ng abo ut over $100,000 

6 co upg r ade a single custome r , a nd lt Just doe sn't make 

7 sense to do that. And the a nswer would s e em t o l1e 

8 probably i n some form of wireless, but so f a r t he 

9 wireless technologies, whether then satellite or fi x e d 

10 wireless. are st1!l pretty e xpensive . I se e t h at as 

1 l 

12 

l l 

the ultimate solution. though. to s ome ,, f these. 

CHAIRMAN BURG: I'm go i ng to move to grant 

t h e waiver . 

MS . WIEST Just a second. Oo the 

1 5 Comm1ssior.e rs have any other ques t ions? As oppooed to 

16 the o ther ones, ! 'm going to ha v e to ask you some 

17 questions c o verify things that were 1n the app!1 cat 1on 

18 because that wa ~ signed by Mr. Heast o n . lt wasn't 

19 signed by a w. tness w1~h an a!!idavit, a s all the 

2 0 o thers were . So bear with me ! o r a second. 

21 ;. . I've neve r t r usted his signature ei t her. 

22 MS . WIEST : First one. does US West provide 

23 v o 1c• grade access to tne public s witched network to 

2 4 all 1n its service area ? 

25 . " . Yes . 
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3 

MS. WI EST: And does it pro vide local usa ge? 

A. Yea . 

MS. WIEST: Do you p r o v i de dual tone 

~ multi - frequency signa l ling or its fun c ti o nal 

5 equ i va lent? 

I , 

6 A. Yes . ,. 

7 MS. WI EST : Do you provide access to your 

8 emergency services? 

9 

10 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do you provide a ccess co opera tor 

11 services? 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST: Do y o u prov ide access to 

in terexchange se rv ice? 

A. Yes . 

MS. WIEST : And d o you provide access to 

17 directory a ssistance? 

16 A . Yes . 

19 MS. WIEST : And you· ve already talked abo u c 

20 coll control and the waiver . Do you provide or are yo u 

21 able to provide c o ll bloc king? 

22 

23 

A. Yes . 

MS . WIEST: Then getting bac k to your reques t 

2 4 f or t h e wa i ver on s ingl e par ty servi c e, I kno w in your 

25 applica tion you ta l ked abo ut the o nes tha t y ou have no 
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1 plans. you k now, o f pro viding service due t o the cost 

2 and e ve rything. My problem. I guess, is that 1 don• t 

3 see that the r e is any de min 1mus excep t ion wi thin the 

4 FCC r ules with respect to single party se r vice. Have 

5 y ou been gran t ed any o f this type o f de minimus 

6 e x c eption to that requi re ment. do you kno w, in any o f 

7 the other s t ates ? 

8 

9 

10 

l l 

A . I am not aware . 

MS. WIEST : And what I'm getting at is that 

i t appears, a ccording to t h e FCC rules and Im 

loo k ing at 4 7 c;4 . 10 1 (c l . that in order to gra nt any 

12 a dd i ti o nal time to complet e net work upg rade s for singl e 

13 party o r enhanced 911 o r t oll limitat ion. that the 

14 Commi so1 o n does 1n fac t h a v e t o set a time period for 

:s y ou t o complete those net wo rk upgra des . 

16 content ion tha t we d o no t? 

rs yo ur 

17 A . I woul d n o t make that contention . I'm g oi ng 

18 ~o let my att o rney argue with you ~bou t that. 

19 MS. WI£S7 : Well, tr.en, I do have a c ouple 

~O other quest! Ons . My ot he r question 1s o n se r v i c e 

21 area . And 1t 1s a lso a requiremen t o f the state 

22 Comm1ss1o n t o designate se rv ice areas as o pposed t o 

23 st udy areas ! or nonru r al telecommun1 c at1o ns compa n ies . 

2 4 Firs t o f all , yo u would agree t hat y ou are a nonrural 

25 telecommun ications company? 
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l A . Yes . 

2 MS. WIEST: And in the FCC'& public notice 

3 96- 4 S issued 9 - 29-97, it does st a te that we mu s t send 

4 to USAC the names o f the £TC'& and the d es1gna t ed 

s service areas f or nonrural carrie r s no l ater than 

6 December 31s t , 1997 . And l kno w you made some 

7 reference to these thin1s in your 1pp lica t ion, but 1 

8 don't think you really tol d us what y ou want your 

9 service area to be. Because the FCC has told us that 

10 we better not adopt your study area as y ou r service 

11 area for large I~EC's. Do you have servi c e a reas f or 

12 you r company that you want the Commission to ado p t at 

13 th is time? 

14 A. Well. I suppose that -- and , 811 1. jump :.n 

15 here, I guess, to help me with th1s. But I suppo se 

16 tnat ou r service a rea ought to be our e xchanges 1n tne 

17 s:ate o f South Dakota. No w, the study area is a 

l8 di('erent .asue and that h a s not been determined yet. 

19 But I would think t h a t our service area woul d be ou r 

20 e xchanges that we serve 1n t h e state o f South Dakota. 

21 MR. HEASTON: If I may from a legal 

22 standpoint, there 1s n o definition yet; and cert a inly 

23 our service area would be t h o se areas with1n which we 

24 are authorized to provide the supported services. 

25 MS. WIEST: Right. And that' s my questio n. 
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l MR. HEASTON: From a general perspective, I 

2 guess. if that's what you're looking for is what you 

3 would designate to the FCC would not be anything 

4 outside the area where we 're authorized or ce r tified t o 

S provide serv1ce. When it comes to where the areas are 

6 goi ng to be chat would be where the services would be 

7 su pported by a unive r sal service fund, whether it's 

8 high cos t or low income o r libraries or whatever it 

9 happens to be. you know, that 's an are a that's 

10 currently under debate depending upon which proxy cos t 

11 model 1s goi ng t o be accepted. And so that 's why we 

12 are somewhat vague o n that t erm because what this 

l3 Commission has not done and nor has the FCC come out 

1~ with any ~1nal dec,s~on as to what model it is going to 

lS 

16 

11 

18 

:9 

20 

2: 

a~ce pt . So I think 1f we're required to take a l ook at 

a "b erv1ce area,• l would do it from the standpoint of 

what Jon · · to comply with the la w. If chat's what 

we · re look.ng for, to comply with the FCC requirement. 

I thin k that's what we would look at is a n are a, 

tnouoh. ~o larger t han an e xchange area, which we woul d 

equate to a wire cente r or an e xchange area. And we 

J2 ~ave howeve r many are on that . 

MS. WTEST: He how many e xchanges do you 

St?ll have ? 

2S MR. HEASTON: lt's o n the list we submitted. 
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l A. I c an 't answer tha t e xactly. It's 

2 appro ximate l y 35. 

3 MS. WI EST: lt would be a ttached? 

4 MR. HEASTON: It's on our exhibit to our 

5 application. 

6 MS. WI EST: So however many with the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

17 

amendment the three that we r e missed. That ' s how many 

service areas you would li ke the Commission to 

des i gnate for US West at this time? 

A. I guess I'm not sure whether we would want to 

designate each exchange. 

MS. WIEST: My problem is we are supposed to 

tel l the FCC by December 31st wha t y o ur designated 

service a r ea is. 

A. Then r suppose we ought t o do it e x ch ange by 

exchange. 

MS. WIEST : I f you want more time to think 

18 about it. 

19 MR . HEASTON: Yes. I think 1 would. l mean 

20 this i s n o t s omething that's come up ln the o ther t wo 

21 states tha t I've d o ne this 1n, and I h a d the same basic 

22 app lication. I w~ l l have to ·· I will do a l ate -filed 

23 e xhib.t on that lf I coul d wi th an affidavit from Jon. 

24 

25 

MS . WIEST: Okay. 

MR. HEASTON: What are y o u relying on aga in, 

II 
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l Rolayne? 

2 MS. WIEST : Actually what as far as the FCC's 

3 public notice, that was docket 96- 4 5 OA 97-1892 issue d 

4 9 - 2 9-97. 

5 

6 

MR. HEASTON: 1892 . 

MS . WIEST: And I'm also relying o n 

7 paragraphs 185, 192, 193 of the FCC's unJversal s ervice 

a o rder . 

MR. . HEASTON: 

MS. WIEST: 

MS. CREMER: 

197, 175. 

157 or 

185 , 1 92 . 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 MS. W!E ST: The doc ket number for the FCC 

13 universal service . 

, . _, MR . HEASTON: No t the docke t number but the 

15 o rder number, the o rder numbe r . 

1,; MS. WtES T : Okay . 1 was look i ng at 18S. 192 

17 a nd pa ~a g raph 

18 MR . H£AS7 0 N: I g o t those . Was it FCC 

19 97·157? 

2 0 MS. W: ES7 · 1 57, r19h t . And t he other thing 

21 } 'OU might want co address 1n paragraph 185 . f or 

22 e xa mple. i t d oes say :fa star e ?UC adopts its e x i sting 

23 s ervice area s f o r l arge iLEC' s , the i r study area, this 

24 would ere c t s1gn1f1cant barr i ers to entry . We are also 

25 encou raged t o consider des1gna t1n9 service areas that 
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1 require an ILEC to serve areas othe r than they have not 

2 traditionally served. 

3 MR. HEASTON: Yee. And, see. this -- what 

~ the pro blem this c auses 18 where you have not 

s cons idered and have lefl t o the FCC to determine how 

6 that' s going lo be modeled !rom a pro x y u tandpoint. 

7 And , yes. we are advocaling smaller geographic elements 

8 than the wi re c enter for universal high cost support 

9 but I d o not h a v e a Scuth Dakota specific l ook because 

10 this Commission decided no t to do their o wn earlier 

11 this - - a couple months ago, as ~pposed t o Wyoming and 

12 North Dakot a where I do have that because those t wo are 

13 look i ng at do1ng their own, o r suggesting their o wn 

14 cost study. So I do have the amall grids, as we call 

15 1:. and I could ident i fy that for you. I cannot 

16 i dentify any thing smaller than right now than a wi re 

17 center 

18 

19 

20 o n this? 

MS. WJEST: Okay . 

MR . COI T : Excus e me. may I comment br1 efl y 

And I unde rst and that I'm not a party but I 

21 do bel i eve it was my understanding toda y that the wnol e 

22 1s~ue of disaggregated service areas f o r Us West o r 

23 any othe r company may come up. But I would like to sa~ 

24 we c ertainly have an interest in the issue. And I 

25 t hink that the FCC r ules indicat e t hat -- the ordera 
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1 and the rules indicate that befo re changing an existing 

2 servi c e area, that the Commission a t the state level 

3 needs to !ind that lt's consisten t wi th uni versal 

4 servJce requirements . So I think it 's a really 

5 invo lved · involves a lot more t~an t h e review o f 

6 a c tually loo k ing at £TC service o b ligations. You' re 

7 talking about ma king chang es i n a US West se r vice area 

8 tha t could aign1!1cantl y c hange the level of suppo r t it 

9 might receive under a fede ra l universal serv ice fund. 

10 Decisions on US West servi c e area disaggregation and 

11 so f orth could certainly impact r u ral telephone 

12 c o mpanies as well. And I guess going into this 

ll p r oceed ing 1t wa s o u r unders tand ing tha t t he re a re 

l ~ cert o 1n established incumbent LEC service areas , and we 

: s d 1dn' t unders::and, : guess, that we • • that the issue 

1n this US West d o c ket o r any of the other ones would 

17 be w1ch regard to d~s aggr eg a t1ng service areas . 

• 9 ~S . Wl EST : l'm no t talking about 

l 9 disaggregat1ng service areas. And I th1nk you have to 

20 r erogr.! z e the d1st1nct1on t hat was made between 

21 no n1 wral s and r ural compan1 es with respect to servi c e 

2i area . If we want t o loo k at doing anything t o r u r al 

: l co~pan1es with respe c t to disaggreg at ion , we have to 

2 ~ spec ifically petition the FCC. That's all !'m t alk ing 

: s about , and that ' s the reason why I onl y brought up this 



issue witl1 respect to US West . An I it's just my 

unde r standing the Commiss ion does have t o do the 

service area in order for US West t o get your 

universal service money. 

79 

MR. HEASTON: lf 1 could have unti l wh a t ever 

date was &uggested earl i e r on getting t h e a d d itiona l 

affidavits in, I' ll h av e a r ecommendati o n f o r you from 

US West on that. 

MS . WIEST : Okay . Are the re any other 

1 0 ques t ions o f th i s wit ness? One more question, 

1 1 Mr . Lehner . Do yo u have any observa tion t o what 

12 Mr. Best s 11gg ested as adver t i si ng requiremen ts f or you r 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

compa n y ? 

A . 

he was requir i ng. 

s u re that I understo od exa c tly what 

If the requirement i s to adve r tise 

16 it o nce a year 1n t he newspaper , I don't think we have 

17 a p r o b l em wi t h that . 

18 MS . WI EST : And getting ba c k t o s i ngle part y 

19 se rv ice i s h i g h cost , the o nly barrie r is t o pro vide 

20 o i ng l e party serv ice t o l h ose 52 customers? 

21 A. Ye s . 

22 MS . WIEST : Is i t also US We st's p osit ion 

2 3 t hat the se t t le~e nt a g reement that you've stated 10 

24 au spended con c erni ng s ingle party service no l o nger 

25 app lies where I beli eve you stated yo u wo uld have 
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1 single party service t o a ll customers b y the year 2000? 

2 A . Had the 121 investment program continued. I 

3 would have been out here talki n g to the st a ff and to 

4 y ou about these anyway. be c ause as we honed d o wn to 

s a o me to the l ast fe w on some of these exchanges. i t 

6 became o bvious that th is was this is !oolioh to 

7 spend that k i nd o( money with the current technology. 

8 Just doesn't ma ke any sense . 

9 MS. WI5ST: That ' s al l I have . Kr . Heasto n. 

10 you might a lso want t o address the questi on of whethe r 

11 the Comm 1ss1 o n has the autho rity to provide any de 

12 m1n1mus e x c epti o n to the single party witho ut putt i ng 

:3 the time line on 1t . 

MR. !!EASTON. I don·t kno w that de m1n1mus ls 

15 th• 1saue, but l d o t h 1n~ that y ou could p ut a time 

:6 l!ne on 1t a nd make 1t rene wable that we woul d have t o 

t 7 come 1 n. ! th ink whac the r u le would al! o w y o,1 t o do 

l~ :s re~u!re us t o come 1n on a regu l arly - s c heduled 

:9 basis. ma ybe annually , maybe semt - annu ally, t o u pdate 

:o th e Co~m1ss1 on ct where we ~re t e chn o l o9 yw1se 1n taking 

21 c are o f these last 52 That would be my p o s1t1on on 

22 tn:s 1a that that puts a time l1m1t on and 1t makes 1t 

23 driven by the technology and the affordability o f it. 

MS WI ES, : Okay . Any Other questio ns ? 

25 COMMI SS I ONER SCHOENFELDER: I have a question 
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1 of Mr. Lehner. And the reason 1 have a question is 

2 be~ause in your amended appl icat ion you might have 

3 addre ssed it, h o wever, l don't have a copy of that and 

4 l apo ' ogize. But you addressed in here and you have an 

s exhibit on your original app lication that regards 

6 Lifeline, Link Up. And basically what it is it's you r 

7 tar i ff, or a page chat looks like a t ar iff page to me . 

8 Now, US West really intends to cofflply with the 

9 Commission o rder in Lifeline, Link Up? 

10 A . Absolutel y. 

11 COMMISSIONER SCHOENFELDER : 1 need to know 

12 chat. 

13 A. And t hat page doesn't apply any mo re . 

1 4 COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: Thank you . 

1 5 MS. WtEST: Any other quest io ns ? Thank y ou. 

16 CO MM lSSlONER NELSON: 1 guess I have a 

17 q uestion. You kno w, you -- when y ou were talking abou t 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

why you shouldn't ha ve c o pro vide this single party 

sys:ems for thesa a reas t hat you li sted li ke Spearfish 

and ?1e r re and all the list chat you w~nt through --

A. Yes . 

COMM ISSIONER NELSON: Why would l t -- it ) USt 

seems weird to me that it woul d be that expensive to 

p rov1de tho se servi c es 1n some areas . Li ke Pierre and 

Huro n, those are prett y -- I mean can you expla1n that 
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to me a little bit because I !ind that a little o dd . 

A. The high cost we're talking about in many 

3 caoes , not only replacing, we're tal k ing abou t 

4 cus t omers that were engineered probably back 1n the 

5 sixties and sevent1es to multi-party service wi th no 

6 intention of hav1ng single party service. So we ' re 

7 talking in many c a ses miles and m1les of d1str1but1 o n 

e cable, some cases si x pair, 11 pa i r, maybe e ven greater 

So we're talking about now having to replace 

10 that cable w~th probably 50 pair or a hund red pair 

11 c able . And we're also tal king about many c ases where 

:2 at the end o~ that c a ble we have to extend what some 

13 people w1ll call a drop. what 1 call a pair o f wires, 

oomctimes several m1les. And in order co provide 

1 ~ s:ngle party service ·· we ll. I take that back in that 

l 6 The drop piece of that will be okay. I wa s 

17 ·h:~<:ng ! 1! they have more than one line. But we're 

!8 ta:~.rg abo~t d1str:but1on c able, we 're talk1n9 abou t 

19 !Peder. ano we're ta!k:ng 1n s ome cases abou t PArR GAIN 

2C sys iems that are Just plain ! ull. I'm talking about 

21 syste~s that you've heard li ke Anaconda that are going 

22 to need to be rep.aced It's expensive . 

23 

., . . , 
COMMI SS10~£R NE~SON: I guess 1n my mind i t 

see~s to ~e that cost proh1b1t1ve I didn't exactly 

25 envision ~xactly wh at you were Just explaining to me 
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l because I was thi nk i ng maybe the se lines h a d to be run 

2 o ut miles and miles and ~ iles and there's nobody out 

3 there or s ometh1.ng. But 1f this 1s 1n a fa i rly 

4 p o pulated area, and it do esn't seem t o me t hat these 

5 peo ple s hou l d bave to live wi t h j ust c wo party 

6 t e l epho ne syst e m when mo st of the wo rld doesn't, as we 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

kno w i t i n Sou th Dakota, doesn't have to do that 

be c ause t he l1 nes are a l l filled up . l mea n I'm 

look i ng f o = s o me re ason why that' s acceptable, 

especially wh e n some of those li ttle compa nie s are 

say1ng ~hat t hey g o t ma y be three o r f our people left 

that they d on't h a ve that service for and they 've made 

every effo rt to s ay. we l l, we want a waiver but we will 

d o i t by the e nd of the year or whatever . 

A . I think tha t most o f the compan ies you've 

been l istening t o up un ti l now - - and I o bv iously c an't 

speak [ o r t hem . but l thin k you're t alk ing a bout 

engineering t hat was do ne proba b l y 1 5, 20 years a g o i n 

most o f these companies' cases where they a t the time 

s pent the mo ney t o do that . We d i d not do that . We 

provided distribution systems that were lite r ally 

22 designed not to pro v1de singl e party s e rvice. The r e 

23 

2 4 

25 

are d i fferen t f und1.n9 mechanisms and different 

requi1emencs that we've had. They've had the ab1.lity 

t o spend that k1nd o f mo ney and recove r it . Now, I can 
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1 s pe nd $1 00,000 or $150 , 000 or 50,000, whatever lt 1s, 

2 to d o these , b ut s ome where that has to be recovered a nd 

J it isn't going to be r e co vered f rom a custo~er . That 

4 c ustome r isn't going t o pay f or tha t . 

5 COMM ISSIONER NELSON : It seems to me this 

6 f lies in the !ace o ! what the governo r 's bill said l ast 

7 year . I mean he r e we're talking ma king available high 

e technology to everybody in South Dakota. Basically 

9 that's what t he bill says . And we 're tal k ing here s ome 

1 0 people that aren' t even g oing t o have single party 

ll telecommun1cat1 o n in thi s state. 

12 A . 

13 cost is. 

Commiss i o ner, al l I c a n tell you is what the 

And 1 think that's ·· I th ink that's, unles s 

1 4 there's a reco very mechanism. it would make no s ~nse t o 

15 s pend that k ind o f money. And r ce rta i n l y wouldn't 

16 recommend 1c . 

17 CHAIRMA1' BURG : The questio n I have in the 

!8 ~EC 1ndustry when we have these k i nd o! si t uations once 

:~ 1n a wh;le there's ano the: provider cha t 10 close r that 

20 c an d o 1t . Woul d chat be the c ase to any o f these? 

2: Wo ulc :hat be a reasonable solution ever ? 

2:? A . Yes. 1t wou ld . And, Comnussioner , i f the re 

23 1s any company 1n this room that would li ke to serve 

24 any o f these 52, would be happy to negotiate. 

25 CHAIRMAN BURG: ! think ma ybe when we ' re down 
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1 to 52 , we ought to g e t a li st o f those n a mes and see if 

2 we could work it out. l share what Counsel h a s s a id. 

3 I'm not sure we c a n make t h e e xception. I kno w tha t 

~ u S West ' s cou nsel has given us what J call a short 

5 term one, that in other words, we could give the waiver 

6 f o r a limited period o f time, butt don't know that's 

7 an indefinite solu tion and we probabl y ought to work -· 

8 l o ok at working together to meet a nd find the s o lut ion 

9 t o meet the FCC rules! think if we c a n. But so many 

1 0 · · maybe, I guess, what I would like to request is the 

11 a c tual name and location of those 52 filed at some 

12 time. 

13 no c . 

I d on 't c are whether i t's part o f this docket or 

l 4 

1 5 

A. 

16 c ha: k y o u . 

I th i nk tha t c an be provided . 

MS. WIEST : Any o ther questions? If no t, 

:7 CHA I RMAN BURG: l suppose we d o need s o me 

18 t ype o f waiver i n o rder t o grant them an £TC s t atus . 

1 9 MS . WIEST : So rry, f or which now? 

20 CHAIRMAN BURG: For single party . 

21 MS. WIEST : At this time st a ff has a witness 

22 o n th:s case first. 

23 MS. CREMER : Staff would c all Harlan Best. 

2 4 HARLAN BEST , 

2 5 called as a witness, being previously s worn, 



86 

1 wa s e x amined and tes tif ied a s f ollows: 

2 DIRECT EXAMINATI ON 
3 BY MS. CREMER : 

o. Har l an , were you the analyse assigned to 

S TC97 - 163, Us West's applicati o n ? 

6 

7 

A . 

o. 

Yes. 

And have y ou re viewed that a ppl ica tion by US 

8 West ? 

9 

10 

l l 

: 2 

: 'l 

1 4 

l 5 

--
17 

: e 

:Q 

:, 0 

-. < • 

~? --
2J 

-. -~ 
25 

I 

A . Ye.s. 

And would y ou ag r ee wit h Mr . Lehner when he 

testifi ed earlier :hat they met a ll the r equiremen ts o f 

.; 7 C FR S <: •10 1? 

A . Tha t they h~ve me t thos e ? 

Yes . 

A Yes, with ~he discussion that we've h a d on 

s1n9:e pa::-ty . 

Okay . And a t y ou r recommenda tion f o r 

udv~rt1s1ng, wou!d thal ~e the same fo r US West as it 

was : o : ~he o chers ? 

,\ Yes 

And wh a c would you r recomme ndation be f o r the 

Co~m :ss1 o n 1n defining a service area f o r US West ? 

A . It would be the wire center . 

MS. CREMER: That's all the questions 1 would 

ha,. e . 
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1 MS. WIEST: Any ques tions , Ms. Wilka ? 

2 MS. WILKA : No question s . 

3 MS. WI EST: Commi ssio ners? 

4 CHAIRMAN BURG: The question I ' d have is 

5 based on that, should we not - · I mean is this ·· what 

6 do I call it? ts this a d ocumen t that is filed in 

7 these hearings? 

B 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

1) 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

MS. CREMER: Yes . 

CHA IRMAN BURG: l guess I thi nk we oug ht to 

co rrect chat e xhibit t o put no on each o f those that 

we've made a waiver f o r o n the single par t y because I 

believe the answe r is n o and we've made a wa ive r co 

s at isfy that . 

MS. CREMER: Okay . 

CHAIRMAN BURG: Si n c e t hat's filed. 

COMM ISSIONER SCHOENFELDER: We have not moved 

f o r a waiver in that area , have we ? 

CHAIRMAN BURG: 

o the r company. 

Yes. f o r si x months on one 

2 0 MS . WIEST: We have t wo single p a rty wa ive rs 

21 so far, but US Wes t we haven ' t moved yet ; right? 

22 CHAIRMAN BURG : But i f we do and fo r any we 

23 d o , s .nce he's a witness on the stand and this is his 

24 document, I think that this document should be 

25 corrected to reflect, no, they do not meet tha t to 
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coincide with the waivers we've given. 

MS. CREMER: Okay . 

l 

2 

3 CHAIRMAN BURG : I guess I don't kno w. What 

4 do we need to d o to make sure that co rrection 1s made ? 

S MS . WIEST : I bel i eve there are three 

6 companies that do not a t this time provide single party 

7 service. so all they would have t o do is change that 

8 yes to no for those Stateline, Venture, and US West; 

9 ri..ght? 

1 0 CHAIRMAN BURG: And the testimony on the 

11 r ecord is adequate to acco mplish that? 

12 MS. WI£S7 : Yes . 

13 CHAIRMAN BURG: Okay . That's all I 

:4 wondc r.-d . 

!5 MS. WI EST: So how many w1re centers does US 

16 West have? 

17 

:s 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

A . 38. 

MS. WJ EST: 38. 

quest.ions o f 

MS 

this •ntness? 

CREMER: No. 

Thank you . An y other 

MS. W!EST: Would you like to admit this 

docket ! or the purposes o ! this docket? Before I onl y 

adm itted it !or the othe r dockets. 

MS. CREMER : Actu a ll y l wasn't g oing t o move 

it into t his o ne because people testified to it. so 1 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 

25 

89 

didn't really need it in mine . 

move 1c.. 

Bu t I can cerc. a inly 

MS. WIEST: lt."s up t.o you . 

MS. CREMER: We don't need it inc.his doc ke t. 

MS. WIEST: Any o t her quest.i o ns of c.his 

witness? Thank you. Anyc.hing else from any of the 

parc.1es? At this time 1 believ e the Commission will 

take these mac.c.ers unde1 advisemen • . We are wa iting 

for some late - filed e xhibits in some d ockets, and it 

will be possible that perhaps the Commission will make 

c.he decisions either at a Commission meeting o r at the 

December 2nd hearing on some other related ETC 

docke t s . Are t he r e any questions fro m anybody or any 

comments? 

MIL COIT: r would just . for t.he record, l ike 

to fo rmally request that the Commission des ignate e ~ch 

o ! t he - - b a sed upon the record. the affidav it s yet t o 

be submi tted , chat the Commission designate each of t h e 

rural telephone compan1es, SOITC member companies, as 

ETC 's and that the i r study areas be designated as thei r 

se r vice area. That's a ll I have . 

MS . WIEST: Thank you. That will close the 

hearing. 

( TH£ HEARINC CONCLUDED AT 3:50 P.M.I 



l STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

2 COUNTY OF HUGHES 

3 

90 
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5 

l, Lon. J. Grode, RMR, Nota ry Publ ic . in and 

[or the State of South Da k o ta, do hereby c er t1 fy that 

6 the above hear1ng, pages l through 89, 4nclusive. was 

7 recorded stenograph1cally by me and reduced to 

8 typewriting . 

9 1 FURTHER CERTIFY that the foregoing 

10 transcr:pt of the said hearing is a true and co rrect 

11 transcript of the stenographic notes at the time and 

:2 place •pec1f1ed here1nbefore. 

!3 ! FURTHER CERTIFY that I a m n o t a relative o 

: ~ emp loy•e o r atto~ncy o r cou nsel o! any o' the parties, 

: ~ ncr a rela"1ve or employee o f such atto~ney or counsel, 

!6 ~- !inanc:a:!y interested directly o r 1ndirect ly 1n 

:1 thus a c tion . 

~8 ' N WlTNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

:9 hand and &Lal o ! 0 (!1ce a t Pierre. South Dako ta, this 

:st day ot i>ecember. ! 997 . 
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June l2 , 1997 

Mr . Wi l liam Bullard, J r. 
Execuclve Director 
South Oa~Otd Public Ut1IIL1es Com~,,alon 
State C..-ip1 lOl 
Pie r re, SD 57501-5070 

Dear BU 1 : 

TC9? -07 8 

~ncloscd you will find one o r191oal and ten copies o ! our fi l ing 
rcqueaL 1n9 approval as a11 " Ellglblc Te l ecom~lcatlons c ,rr ier • or 
ETC . Pl cdse call iC you have a ny queslions . 

Si ncerely, 

De6n c . Anrlcr~on 
Gener.1 l M,rnagcr 



•• 
TC9?-078 

BEFORE THE _,UBLIC UTILITrES COMMISSION RECEIVED 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA JIJN 1 3 1997 

IN THE MATTER OF T HE REQUF.ST OF 
INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE. INC. FOR DESIGNATION 
AS AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CARRIER 

SOUTH DA 
urit,nrs cl<orA Pusuc 

REQUEST FOR ETC OMMiss,oN 

DESIGNATION 
D0CKETTC97· 

Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative. Inc. ( ··rrc 1 elecom") 

pursuant to 47 United States Code Section 21 4(e) and 47 Code of Federal 

Regulations Section 54.20 I hcrcb) seeks from the Public tilitics Commission 

("Commission") designation as an "eligible telecommunications currier" within 

the local exchange areas that constitute its scr\licc area in South Dakota. In 

support of thi!> request, I re Telecom offers the following: 

I.Pursuant to 47 .S.C. ~ 214Ce) it is the Commission's respon~ibility to 

designate local exchange carriers ('"LECs") ~ '·eligible telecommunications carriers" 

("ETCs"), or in other words, to determine ,,hich LECs have a~sumed unhersal scr\lice 

obligntions consistent with the federa l law nnJ should be deemed e ligible to receive 

federal universal service support. At least one eligible telecommunications carrier is 

to be designatcd by the Commission for each scr\licc area in the State. I lowevcr. in 

the case of areas scned by ··,urnl telephone cornpanu.:s··. the Comm1i.!>ion ma~ not 

designate more than one LEC as on ETC without first finding that such additional 

designation woul/4 be in the public interest Under 47 CFR ~ 54.:?0 I. beginning 

January I. 1998, only tch:communicotions carriers that have received dC"signation from 

the Commission to scr\le as an eligible telecommunications carrier within their sen ice 

arc3 will be eligible to receive federal universa l scn•icc support . 

• IXNl81t 

I 



2. ITC Telecom is the facili1ics-based local exchange carrier present!~ 

providing loc:,I exchange 1clecommunications services in the follow ing exchanges in 

South D:ikota: 

Goodwi:l-795 
Clear Lakc-874 
Gary-272 
Estelline-ST' 
Brandt-876 
A~"toria-832 
Toronto-794 
West l-lcndricks-4 79 

Elkton-542 
White-629 
Brookings Rural-693 
Sinai-826 

unda/Rutland-586 
Wcntwonh-483 
Chcstcr-489 

ITC Telecom to its knowledge is tJ1c only carrier today providing local 

exchange telecommunications services in the above identified exchange areas. 

3. ITC Telecom in accord with 47 CFR § 54. 10 I ofTers the following local 

exchange telecommunications services to all consumers throughout its service area: 

• Voice grade access to the public switched network: 

• Loca.l exchange service fn:c of per minute charges under a fl at rated 

local service package. 

• Dual tone multi-frequency signaling: 

• Access to emergency services such as 911 or enhanced 911 public 

services; 

• Access 10 operator services: 

• Access to intcrexchange service; 

2 



• Access to directory ass istnnce; and 

• Toll blocking sen ice upon rcqu .. -st. 

A) noted above, I re 1 clccom does pro,·ide 1011 limitntion service in the form of 

1011 blocking 10 consumers. however, the additional IOI! limitation sen•ice of "toll 

control" as defined in the , ..!W FCC universal service rules (47 CFR § 54A00(3)) is not 

provided. ITC Telecom is not aware that any local exchange carrier in outh Dakota 

has a current capability 10 provide such scn•ice. I he FCC gave no indication prior 10 

the release o f its univcrsnl senicc order (l·CC 97-157) that toll control would be 

imposed as an El C sen ice requirement and . 10 our infonnation and belief. as a resuh. 

LECs nationwide arc not positioned to make the sen•icc immediately a\'ailable. In 

order for ITC Telecom 10 provide the service . additional u!l:lge tracking and storage 

capabili11cs wi ll have 10 be ins1:11led in it local ~,,itching equipment. Al minimum. 

the service requires a switching software upg.rnde and al this time ITC Telecom is 

investigating and :mcmpting 10 determine whether the necessal) , ollwarc has been 

de, eloped and when it might become avai lable. 

Accordingly. ITC Telecom is faced with exceptional circumstances concerning 

its ability to make the toll control service a, ailable as set fon h in the FCC's universnl 

service mies and must request a waiver from the requirement 10 provide such service. 

At this time. a waiver for a period of one )Cnr is requested. r rior to the end of lhe one 

)car period. ITC Telecom ,, ill repon back 10 the Commission "ith specific 

information indicnting when the neces53ry net,, ork upgrades can be made and the 

service can be made available 10 assist lo,, income customers The C'omrnission ma) 

proper)~ gmnl a waiver from the "toll control" requirement pursuant 10 4 7 CFR 54. 1 O I 

( C ) . 

3 



4. ITC Telecom has pre,·iousl1 and will continue to advertise the availability of 

iis local exchange servic,-s in media of general distribution throughout the exchange 

areas served. Prior 10 this filing. ITC T clccom has no1 generally advertised lhe prices 

charged for all of the above-identified services. It will do so going forward in accord 

wilh any specific advcnising standards thnt the Commission may develop. 

5. Based on the foregoing. ITC Telecom respectfully requests Lhe Commission: 

{a)grant a temporary waiver of the re4uircmcm to provide "1011 control'' service; 

and 

(b)gront an ETC designation to ITC Telecom covering all oflhe local exchange 

areas that constitute its present service area in the State. 

Dated this t:l d day of June. 1997. 

Interstate Telecommunications 

Cooperative. Inc. 

,,l,t.t ,, ...J l J,<-<24.J..-Y,V 

Dean E. Anderson. General Manager 



Oct ober 8, 1997 

laltntalt Td«ommulllatloa, Coop<nth.., lat. 
) Ii ..i. Sum \,\"c,J 
P O Oo> Ylll 
a. .. 1.-1,, - D.tl-... j7'.l!>-O'll0 

Ho . Ka r on Cr omer , Sto (f Attorney 
Sou th Dakota Public Utt l it i os Commisoion 
State Capitol Su ild1ng 
SDO Eost Capito l Avenue 
Pi erre , South Dakota 57501-5070 

- 1>'}!47• lllll 
... 60~• lOI• 
"cb tn:p ,,,Id ~'"" 

RECEIVE!) 

llllC 
ION 

Pe : Eligible TelocommunJca•tons Carrier ~ppl1cat1on, TC 97 -078 
Interstate Tolecommun1catlons Cooperative, Inc . 

The ( o llovlnq r Poponeos r e f e r co the i nfo r mati on r equested in 
your l ~tter dated October l, 1997 . 

1. Pursuant t o 47 C. f' .R. 54 .10l(a)( 4 ), s ingle- party serv i ce or 
l t a ! unct l onal equiva l e nt a us t be a.-,de a vai l abl e by an El igibl e 
Tc l e co- un i c a t i ons Ca r rle r (ETC) t o rece l vc un i vecaal service 
s upport • echan is.,,. D<>oo t:ho a bo v o-r oforon cod c:o a pan y ha ve t h la 
oerv-ice ? 

Al l <u3tomor lines a r c slng l~ pdrty and have boon (o r ~any years . 

2 . Purauant to 47 C. f' .R . 54.405 and 54.411 , Li(ellne and Li nk Op 
s erv ice:, • uot be a ado .w ailab.l c by an ETC to qua li fyi ng l ov
i ncoae consuac ca . Doe:, t he appl i cant c o• p.-,ny , a s ce ( e r e nced 
above, make t heae secvic ca avai l able t o qualify ing c ona ua cca? 

lnter:state To l ecolllfflunlcaLions Cooperative, Inc . is no L c~rrently 
o f(ec1n9 tl ( olino and Link Up serv ices v ithin its o~changes but 
v ill, as requi r ed b y tho PCC rules, 47 C. F. R. ~§ 54 . 400- 54 .4 17, 
111a lt e tho es tabl uhed di iscount pr o9 ral'la ova 11 a bl" to its 
qua11 r y1n9 low-income customer6 beginning January 1, 1998 . r t 1s 
our understanding that vhlle providing Life line and Link Up 
~crvlcos 1s a r equirement Imposed on ETC ' s pursuant t o 47 C. P . ~ . 
{~ 54 . 405 and 54 . 411, it is not actually a precondi:ion vh lch 
must be met beCoro £TC sta tus can pr operl y bo g cantod by the 
Co111mlss1on . se c•, ice obl 19.1t lon.s th.s t must be 111et be Core a 
c arr1er cun receive t edt' ra l univ<- r aol acc•,tce suppoc t, per C. P. R. 
4 54,101, do· snot specit1cally ce(~rence Ll(~linv and Link Up 
St!C V U~f'S . 

Doan& . Anderson , being !1cst duly svorn, sLot es •hat he i s the 
General Man~qor t o r the rea;,ondlng pa rty, that he has r oad the 
Lnl tlal ETC .spplicat1on 4nd the ! or~qo1nq , ond the same 4C4! true 
to hia ovn best knovl edgo, ! n(or ci,H.ion , and bol 1ef . 

G 7>$ 

• IXNllll 



Dated thi~ 8th <l•Y o l Octobor, 1?97 . 

:lot11ry Pub ! le 

(Sti.il) 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY ) 
INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

FIND "GS OF FACT, 
CONCLJSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97-078 

On June 13, 1997, lhe Publtc Utilities COmm1ss1on (Comm,ss,on) received a request lor 
designation as an ehg,ble telecommumcabons earner (ETC) lrom Interstate Telecommunfcations 
Cooperative, Int (ITC T,.•ecom) ITC Telecom requeS1ed designation as an ellg1bie 
telecommunlcauons earner v,,th ,n the local exchange areas that constitute 11.s service area. 

The Comm,s510n electron,cally transmitted nollce ol lhe lihng and the lnterven11on deadline 
to interested md1v1duals and en111,es No person or entity filed to intervene. 81 order dated 
November 7, 1997, the Commiss,on set the heatirig for this matter lor 1'30 p.m on November 19. 
1997, 1n Room 4 12, State Capitol, P,erre, South Oako1a 

The heanng was held as scheduled At the heanng, the Comm,ss,on granted ITC Telecom 
a one year wa,ver of the requirement to provide toll control service within Its service area. At ,ts 
December 11, 1997, meetrng, tile Commission granted ETC des1gnabon to ITC Telecom and 
designated ,ts s1udy area as ,ts serviCe area 

Based on the evidence of re<:o!d. the Commiss,on enters tne rouowmg Ftndlngs o l Fact and 
Conclusions of Law 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 13, 1997, the Comm,ss,on recetvtd a reque-St lor designallon as an ETC lrom ITC 
Telecom ITC Telec;om requested designation as an ETC w,th,n the local exchange areas that 
consti tute us service area ITC Telecom serves the lollow,ng exchanges Goodwin (795), Clear 
Lake (874), Gary (272), Estelline (873), Bra.ndt (876) , Astona (832); Torooto (794), West Hendndls 
(4 79) Elkton (S42). White (629), Brookings Rural (693), Sinai (826), Nundal Rutla/ld (586), 
WenlWOrth (483). and Chesler (489) Ellhibrt 1 

II 

Pursuant to 47 US C § 214(e)(2), the Comm,ss,on ,s requlr~ to designate a common 
cam er 11)111 mee1s the requirements c l section 214(e)( I ) as an ETC for a sorvlee area designated 
by the Commiss10n 

Ill 

Pursuanl to 47 U.S C § 2 t'l(e)(t }, a common came1' that ,s des,gnated as an ETC 1s ehg,ble 
10 rece,ve universal service suppon and shad, throughoot ,ts service area, offer the services thal are 
supported by federal unrversal serv,ce support mechanisms either usmg ,ts own raol11ies or a 
combination ol 11.s own la:::Jit1es and resale ol another came(s services The earner must also 
advertise tile ava1labd1ty ol such services and the rates lor the services us,ng medla of general 
distnbutton 



IV 

The Federal CommunlcatJons Commission (FCC) ha.s designated the tollowmg servlees or 
fundJonalrliff as 1:iose supported by federal urwersal serv,oe support mechanisms (1) vo«:e grade 
aocess to the pubic SWltChed ~ (2) local usage, (3) dual tone mutti-frequcnc:y s,gnahng or its 
funatonal equal. (4) sirigte party service or ,ts fundional equ,valent, (5) access to emergency 
services. (6) access to operator serv,oes, (7) access to ,nterexchange service, (8) access to 
d irectory assistance, and (9) toll tomitatlon for qualifying low-income consumers 47 C F.R § 
54 101(a) 

V 

As part d ~.s obltga11ons as an ETC, an ETC os required to mal(e available Lilehne and link 
Up services to quahfylng low-,ncome consumers 47 CF R § 54 405, 47 C F R § 54 4 11 

VI 

ITC Telecom offers vo,ce grade access to the public swttched netwotll to all consumers 
lhroughout ,ts se,v,ce area Eith1bll 1 

VII 

ITC Telecom offers local excharige serv,ce ,ndud,ng an ,mount or local usage rree of per 
m,nute charges to an consumers throughout its serw:e area Id 

VIII 

ITC Telecom offers dual tone muttl-lrequenc:y sognallrig I all consumers lhrougllout its 
servioe area Id 

IX 

ITC Teteoom offers s,ng1e pa,ty lefVIOB to II COI\SIMl\ers throughout ,ts service area Elllllblt 

X 

ITC Telecom o ffers ~ss to emergency services to all consumers throughout ,ts sennce 
area Exh1t>;1 1 

XI 

ITC Telecom offers access 10 opera!Ot serv,ces to all consumers throughout ,ts seMCe araa 

XU 

ITC Telecom offers access to onterexchange servioes to al consumers 1/VoUghout its sennc:e 
area Id 

XIII 

ITC Telecom offers access 10 directory assistance to all consumers throughout its sOfViee 
area Jg 

2 



XIV 

One of tile seMC:eS teqUl(ed lo be prolllded by an ETC to quahfylng low-1nc;ome consumers 
Is toll l imilahon 47 CF R. § S4 101(a)(9) Toll lim11a11on cons1s1s ol both toll blodung and toll 
con1IOI 47 CF R § S4 400(d) Toll control is a service that allows con •Jmers 10 speedy a certain 
amoYnt of lol usage that may be IOQJIT1ld per month or per bitting cycle 4 7 C FR § S4 400(c) Toll 
bloc:lung IS a seMCe that lots consumers elecl not to allow the complebOl'I of outgoing toll calls 47 
C.F R § S4 400(b) 

xv 

ITC Telecom otters toll bloclung to all consumers throughout its service area Exhobtt 1 

XVI 

ITC Telecom does not C1Jffenlly offer tol control Ill In order for ITC Telecom to provide toll 
control, additional usage tracking and storage capab1hhos will have to be installed ,n ,ts local 
swrtctq equipment ITC Telecom Is attempting 10 determine whether the necessary software has 
been developed and when 11 might become available. Ill 

XVII 

ITC Telecom staled that 11 ls laced with exceptlonal circumstances concemlng its abtlity to 
make tol con1IOI se,v,ce available ano requested a one year wa~r from lhe requirement to p,ov,de 
such servtce Ill P"°' lo the end of the one year penod, ITC Telecom wdl re1)0f1 bllCk to the 
Coomss,on wtlh specific lnlormahon indicating when the networtl upgrades can be made !n order 
10 provide loll control Ill 

XVIII 

Wfln respea to tho obliga11<>n 10 advfflise the ava,labllity of services suppo/1ed by lhe federal 
universal service suppo,1 mechanism and the charges for those services using media ol general 
d11tnbubOl'I, ITC Telecom stated that ,t advertJsos the availability of Its local exchange setVioes 111 
media of ge,.e<al cblnbubon throughout ots servic:e area. However, ITC T elocom has not generally 
adver1lSOC! tne pncet for these seMces. Ill, ITC Telecom stated ttt ,ntenlion 10 comply With any 
adver!ising standards developed by lhe Commission. Ill 

XIX 

ITC Telecom does not QI/TeOlly offer Ufehne 80d Unk Up servl~ discounts In ,tt e.11changes. 
Eichabrl 2 ITC Telecom wtll offer Iha Ufebne and Link Up service discuunt.s in all of Its seMCO area 
beginning January 1 1998, in accordance wtth 47 CF R §§ S4 400 to S4 4 17, 1ndustve, and 8/'l'f 

Commission imposed requiaments Ex111b11 2 

xx 

The ConvnSSIOn finds that ITC Telecom curranlly provides and Wilt contmue 10 provide the 
folloMng services or func:tionalrbes throughout ,ts service area (1) VOlce grade access to the public 
swrtched ne1WOr1t, (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling, (4) single-party service, 
(5) access to emergency services. (6) access to operator services, (7) access to tnlarexchange 
seMCe, (8) access to directory asstStanc:e. and (9) tol bloc:lung for quahfying low-11\COffle consumers 
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XXI 

n ,e Comm,ss,on finds !hat pursuant to 47 C F R § S.C 101(c) 11 will gran t rTC Telecom a 
waiver of the requirement to offer toll control services until December 31, 1998 The Comm1ssron 
finds that excep!IO!'III orcumsta~ prevent ITC Telecom from providing toll cootrol at this trme due 
to !he d,ffoculty 1n ob1a,rung !he rHtCessary software upgrades to provide the seMCe 

XXII 

The Commis.s,on finds that ITC Telecom intends 10 provide Lsfel,ne and Unit Up programs 
10 qualrty,ng a.is1omers t11rough0u1 ,ts sen,1ce area cons1s1ent V!!llh state and federal f\Jles and 
orders 

XXIII 

The Commission rinds that ITC Telecom shaff advertise the availabd,ty of lhe services 
supponed by !he federal u,we,sal senitce suppo,1 mechanism and the charges lhel1!1for truooghout 
115 setw:e area us,ng med,a of general d!stnbvtion once eac:11 year The Comm!sSIOn further finds 
l/\a1 if !he rate for al'f ot the seNlces suppotted by the federal uncve~ seMCe support mechanism 
changes, the new rate must be advertised using med,a or gellefal Clostnbution 

)(XI\( 

Pur,uan1 to 47 USC § 214(11)(5), the Commossion deslgnates ITC Telecom's current study 
area as 11.s serv1ce area 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Comml ssron l\as iunsd,d!on over !his matter pursuant 10 SOCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31, 
and47USC § 214 

II 

Pursuanl 10 47 U.S C § 214(e)(2), !he Commission is required 10 designate a common 
earner !hat met .s !he requirements of sedion 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by !he Commission 

Ill 

Pursua11110 47 USC § 214(e)(1), a common carrier lhal Is deslgnaled as an ETC Is eligible 
to reeewe unr,lllfS81 service suppon and shaU, throughout its service area, offer the seMCes thal are 
supported by federal umversal service suppon mechanisms e11her using rts own facabties or a 
combination of 1ts own faahties and resale of another carrie(s services. The carrier must also 
advemse !he avallabihty ol such services and the rates for !he sen,ices using media of general 
d1stnbution 

IV 

The FCC has designated the following services or func1lonalit1es as those supported by 
federal universal service suppo,1 mechanisms· (1) voice grade access to the public switched 
necworll; (2) IOQI uuge. (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its fundional equal; (4) single 
party se1'lice or ,1s fund,onaf equivalent; (5) access ro emergency services; (6) access 10 operator 
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services, (7) acceu to ,nterexehange service, (8) ac:c:ess to diredo,y assistance and (9) toll 
km1tatl0n for qualifying low-~ :;ome consumers. 47 CF R. § 54.101(a) . 

V 

As part of its obligatioos as an ETC, an ETC ,s required to make available ufeline and Link 
Up servic:es to qualifying iow-.ncome consumers. 47 C F.R § 54.405, 47 C F R § 54 411 

VI 

ITC Telecom has met the reqwrements of 47 CF R § 54 101(a) with the exception of the 
abllrty to offer toll control Pursuant to 47 CF R § 54 101(c). the Comm1ss,on condudu that ITC 
Telecom has demonstrated exceptiooal circumstances that 1ustify granting 11 a waiver of the 
requirement 10 offer toll control unlol December 31, 1998. 

VII 

ITC T eleoom shal ptOYlde I.Jelno and llnk Up programs to qualifying customers throygl!ou1 
rts service area consistent with state and federal rules and orders 

VIII 

ITC Telecom shal adYffllSe the availability of the seMCeS suppotted by the federal universal 
seMOe suppon mechal'um and the c:harges therefor ining media of gene<al dlstnbutaon once each 
year If the rate fOf any of tne serv,ces supported by the federal universal serv,oe suppott 
mechanism changes. the n- rate shall be advertised using media of general d1stnbutk>n 

IX 

P.nuant to 47 USC § 2 14(e)(5). the COfnm,ss,oo designates ITC Telecom's current study 
area as rts service area 

X 

The Com1T11SS1011 designates ITC Tetec:om as an ekg,ble teleeommurncations ca.mer for rts 
serv,ce orea 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED, that ITC Telecom's cunenl study area Is designated as ,ts service area, and ,t 
IS 

FURTHER ORDERED, Iha! ITC Telecom s.nal be granted a - of the requn,ment to offer 
toll control serv,ces untlf December 3 1, 1998. and 11 ,s 

FURTHER t IDERED, that ITC Telecom shall follow the adver.Jsing requirements as listed 
above. and 11 is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that ITC Telecom is designated as an el9.bffl telecommunicabonS 
earner for ,ts service area 

s 



NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that lhts Order was duty entered on lhe / 1 'tilday or December, 
1997 Pufsu~nt to SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will ta.ke effeC1 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept delivery of the deas,on by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre, South Da.kota, lhis 1711,,day of December. 1997 

Cl!lll'lflCA TE Of 5fRVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

OH ICIAl SEAl 
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December 17. 1997 

Bill Bullard 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre, SD 5750 I 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

TC.cf 7- 1/ 7P 
,- ~47 .. 2111 

r.. 60S-t1~.201• 
Ill~ -.1r*1dc-

RECEIVED 

DEC I 8 1997 
SOUTH DAKOTA PUsu 
unur,es COMt.11ss10Nc 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules 47 CFR Section 54.401 (d) and the South 
Dakota Public Utilities Commission Docket TC97- I 50, please find 
enclosed the Lifeline and Linkup implementation plan for Intcrswe 
Telecommunications Cooperative. loc. and lntJ'aStA!e Telephone Company. 
Inc. 

If you have any questions regarding the enclosed information, please feel 
free to calJ me at (605) 874-8300. 

Sincerely. 

Dean E. Anderson 
General Manager 

DEA:lk 
Enclosures 



RECEIVED 

OE.1.. I 1397 
!>OUT•' '). -,, PUB LIC 

LIFELINE AND LINK UP PLAN llTll 't~ ' •,, ,ION 

OF INTE .. lSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE INC. 

lntc:tSIIUc Telecommunications C.ooperativc Inc. submiis this plan pumianl 10 47 CFR § 
S-1.-IOl(d). lntmiate Telccommuofcations Cooperative ln.c. has b«a desi~tcd as an eligible 
telccommunicatlons c:amer by the South Dakota Public Utililles Commlssloa ("SDPUC") and, u such. = make Lifeline ond Link Up sel'lice available IO lj\lAllfying low-income consumers u :ict fortb 111 the 
Commission"s Final Ordulllld D«ision; Nt11iccofE.ntryofD~dsion dated November 18. 1997, issued in 
Doclce• TC97-1SO Oo the Maner o( 1be (nvesJip1ion fn10 1be Ll{cHnc tad Ljnk Up Prnfflms}, which Is 
attaebed u Exhibit A. Ind consistent with 1be criteria esublishcd under 47 O "R ft S4.400 10 S4.417. 

inclusive. 

A. Gnual 

I. The Lifeline and Unk Up programs usi.st qualified low-income consumers by providing for 
reduced monthly charges and reduced connedion charges for local 1elephOC1C service. 1bc 
:wistancc applies to 3 single telephone line at A qualified consumer's prindpal place of residence. 

2. A qu.alificd low-Income consumer is a telepb11ne subscriber who partidpales in 11 least one of 
the following public a.uislance pro~ms: 

:i. Medicaid 
b. Food Stamps 
c. Supplcmcnlal Security Income (SSI) 
d. Federal Pllblic Housing A&slslllnce 
e. Low-Income Home Energy As3ls&ancc Program (U{EAP) 

3. A qUAlified low-income ainsum"r is eligible 10 receive chher or both Lifeline alld Unk Up 
assisiaocc. 

4. lnteBlalC Telecommunications Coopena1ivc Inc. will advertise the availability of Ufellne ilOd 
Link Up services and lhe charges therefore using media of gcnc111l distribution and in ..a:otd wi1b 
:ll1Y rules that may be developed by the SOPUC for appllc:ition 10 eligible 1elccommuclicauons 
camcn. 

5. In oddit,on. lntel'SQte Tclecommunic:itions Cooperalive Inc .• as required by 1be Futal Order 
and Decision; Nocicc of Entry of Dcdst'on of the SDPUC (Exhibit A). will indic:11c in il's annual 
repon IO the SOPUC 1he number of subscribcn within it's service area receiving Lifeline and/or 
Link Up • . slSUUlcc. 1.n addltaon, thlS information will be provided to the tJnivcrsal Service 
Adminislu1ivc O,m~ny ("USACj. 

6, Information 35 10 the number of consumers qaalifying for Lifeline and/or Link Up aubt:uicc 
c:ann0t currently be provided by Interstate Telccommunicuions Cooperative Inc. because ii bas 
no llCCCSS IO the governmcnl information necessary 10 dctcnnine how many of its telephone 
1ubscriber.. arc p;ar11dp,11ing an the above referenced public aul.s1:uice programs. Without this 
,nformation. l111mt11te Tclecommunic:itions Cooper3tive Inc. c:annot pr,ovidc. at this time. even a 
reasonable cs1im.atc of the numbcf of its subscribers who, aflcr Janu,ary I. 1998. will be reccivtng 
Ufchne and.'or Unk Up :icrvicc. Information :is to the number of iis low-ancomc subsalbcrs 

• 



qUJ11ify1og for Ufclinc Jnd/or Unk Up c.in be provided after applic.itions for Lifeline and Link Up 
~cc h.,vc been received by lntcrsllltc Telecommunications Cooperative Inc. 

7, lo accord whh the SOPUC's Final Ordttr and D«ision; Notice of Entry of Decuion, lotcnute 
Tclccommunic.i11oos Cooperative Inc. will m:ikc .ipplication forms available to all of it:s existing 
rcsickntial customers. to all new customers when they apply for residential loal telephone 
service. A11d 10 Olhcr pcrwns or entities upon their ,cquesL 

I . Lifeline service means a rclllil local service offctiog for which qualified low-income 
coosumc.rs pay reduced charges. 

2. Lifeline sc:Nicc includes voice grade ~cs.s 10 the public: switched network. local usage. dUJ1I 
100c mulli-ftcquency signaling or 115 functiooal equivalent. sinalc·party service or itS f\anctlooal 
cq1n,,.Jcnt. access to emergency services. access 10 opc.rator semccs, aoccss to illlcrexdwlgc 
service. xcc.u 10 diuc:ory usiswux, and coll limi111tlon. 

3. OUJ1Ji6cd low-income subscribers arc ,cquircd to submit an appllc:atloo form in order to 
receive Ufeline SctVicc. In applying for Ufclinc .issist:ancc, the subscn"bcr mUSI ccnify unckr 
penalty of perjury !hat they arc currently p;inicipadng in at least one of the qualifyin& public 
:wiswicc p<Ogtffl!S lillcd in 5"ction A.2. above. lo addition. the subscriber must agcc 10 notify 
IJltcntale TclewnununjQliuo.s Coopcr•tive Inc. when 1be7 c:ca.sc partlcipallng in tbc qlL&ll(ying 
public: :iss,suncc prog,am(•). 

.i, The lOlal monthly Ufelinc acdlt available: to qualified CODlllmcn is SS.25. loicrstatc 
Telca,mmunications Cooperative Inc. shitll provick tbe credit to qu.ilified C011$1lmcrs by •pplylng 
the fcdcr:ll baseline suppon llfflOunt of SJ.SO to waive the consumer's fcdcral End·UK'I' Common 
Linc charge and applying 1he 4ddidol1AI authorized federal .suppon amount of SI. 75 as a acdit IO 
1hc consumer's intrasc.ate IOC-11 service ra1c. The federal b1SC1inc suppon amount and ~itiODJI 
support av,ailAhlc. totallng SS.25, shall reduce ln1ers1.11e Tclecommunioulons Coopcr:uivc Inc. 
lowest tariffed (or otherwbc gcncrally :avalhlblc) rcsickntial rate for tbc services listed above in 
Scclion 8 .3. Per the atlllChcd SOPUC Final Ortkr and Cxdsion; Notice of £111ry of Decision, the 
SOPUC w authoriz:cd intr.1S1:a1e ra1e ududlons for eligible telec:ommunlcations carrier, making 
tbc additional federal suppon amount of Sl.75 available. Tbc SOPUC did not CSlllblish • sute 
Ufclinc program 1.0 fund any furthc_r rate rcducuons. (Exhibit A. Findfop of Fact. VII and VICl; • , 
and Conclusions of u,w U and Ill). 

S. ln1ers1:a1c Telecommun101ions Cooperative Inc. will not disconned subsaibcrs from their 
Lifeline seiv,cc for non-payment of 1011 charges unlcs.s the SOPUC. pursu.int to 47 CFR § 
SJ . .i()t(b)(I), has granted lhe comp:,ny a wiuver from I.he non-disconned requircmcnL 

6. Except 10 lhe c.111cnt 11:llll ln1csta1c Telccommun1011ons Cooperative Inc. bus obtamcd a waiver 
from the SOPUC pursuanl 10 47 CFR § 54.IOl (c). lhc company shall offer 1011 liml13.tion to all 
qualifying low-income consumers when 1hey subscribe 10 Ufeline service. If the subscriber 
elects to rccc,v 1oll llmita1ion. 1ha1 service shall become pan of 1ha1 ,ubscr,ber's Lifeline 1ervlcc. 
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7 lntcrsu1c Tclecommun,a11ons Coopcn11vc Inc wi ll not collect ~ KIVICC dcpoill ,n order ID 
1ni11.11e u fehae service ,r the q~ hfy,ng low-,ocomc consumer voluntanly clcns toll blucltu,g oo 
their telephone hnc Howcvc.1. one month's IDC31 service chugcs may be required u an ;tdvancc 
paymcnL 

C. Uak Up 

unit Up muns 

(a) A reducuon ,n the CWtOfflJlry clla11:c fo, commencing 1clccommun,c:.iuons sc,,11cc for 
a s1nslc 1cleeommun1cauons <-OMection at • consumer 's prin, :,al place or rcs,dcncc. 
The reductions: sb~II be SO pe.rccn1 or the CU$10mory cha.rgc or SJ0.00, whichever is I=; 
and 

(b) A dcfcncd schedule for payment or the charges a.ssa.scd for commcnanc SC1V1.cc, for 
which the consumer docs not pay 1n1erest. The interest c:11.ugcs nOI &UC$SCd to tbc 
cx,nsumcr shall be for connection charges of up 10 $200.00 that arc dcfened 10 a period 
nor 10 exceed one yur 

:?. Ourgcs uscwd for commcDC1ag SCJVicc ,oclude any charges lhllt a.re ~ oma.r,ly •ucswl 
for coonecung subscnbas 10 the nerwOflc. These charges do 0011ncludc aay pcrmtS.l1blc sccunty 
dcpos,1 requirements . 

.l. The un1c Up program shall •llow a consumer 10 receive the beacfil of the Link Up proSJ"ffl 
for I second or lubscqucat umc only for a pnDCtpal pw:c o r rcstckncc with an addrus different 
from the rcstdencc :address at wh1cb the unit Up .u.JIStlncc was provided prCV>OUS!y 

Interstate Tclcct> 'lmun1c:311ons C,opcr.mvc Inc. 
J I:? ~•st We~ 
Our l....lkc, South O.akot.l S72!6 
Telephone (605' 1!7~·21111 

) 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATIER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND LINK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER A.ND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

At its At.igust t8, 1597, regularly scheduled meeting, the Public Ublities Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning th.e Federal Communications 
Commission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that it wculd provide for 
acditlonal federal support in the amount cf $1 . 75. above the OJrTent $3.50 level. Ha.vever, 
in orcer fer a state's Lifeline consuners to receive the addi1ional $1.75 In federal support, 
the state commission must approve that reduction in the portion cf the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount equal to one-half cf any support generated from the ,ntrasiate jurisdiction. 
up to a maximum cf $7.00 in federal support 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a). A st.ite commission 
mu:.t file Of require the carrier to file information with the administrator of the federal 
universal service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the aitena set 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.401 . 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entities to sucm,t written ccmments ccncemang how the Comm1SSicn should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In theirwntten c,:,mments, interested 
persons and entities aimmented on the follOWtng questions: 

t . Whether uie Comm1ss1on should approve intrastate rate redua1ons to allow 
consumers eligible for llfeline support to receive the acditional Sl .75 in feaeral support? 

2. Whether the C;,mm1ss1on should set up a state lifeline Program to funa further 
reouc:1cns ,n the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3. Whether u,e Commission shoulc mocify the ex1sung u fe1ine er Lnk Up 
Programs? 

..i Shall the Ccmm1ss1cn file or require ihe earner :o file nicrmaucn w11h ihe 
acm1nrstra1cr of :r.e iecera1 universal ser11ce func cemcnsttaung that :he earner s wfetine 
olan meets the crnen set icrth 1n ..17 C.F R. § :.i . .10· (a)? 

oy orcer .:Jateo Oc:coer 16, 199,. the Comm1ss1cn set ;:uo11c neanngs :c receive 
cuchc ::cmment on :he -:uesuons l isted aoove The .,eanngs were '1etc 3t ·re ·c1lcwing 
:,mes ;inc :i1ac:as 

\tcr::av ·:c:ccer :, · 997 • CO c m Canvon _3Ke C:er.1cr :.11.:.ens 
..:anter :<:Go Can'lon LJKe Dnve ~ac,c C,ty 3D 



s:oux :;.LL$ 

Tcescay. Occcer 28. 1997 i 30 pm , State Cac,tcl Bu1ic1r.<;. Reem 
4 i 2. 500 East Capitol Avenue P•erre. SO 

V'/ecne$day. Oc:coer 29 1997. <; ·CO a.:n . Center for Ac:ive 
Generauor.s, 23CO Wes, 46th. Sioux Falls, SD 

At its November 7, 1997. meeting, the Ccmm1ss1on ruled as follows: On the first 
issue, the Commission authcnzed intras1ate rate reductions to allow eligible consumers 
to receive t11e additional $1.75 1n feoeral support. With respect to the second Issue, the 
Ccmm1ss,on deeded to not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this 
time. On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the ex1s·!ng TAP program that 
requ ires U S WEST and carriers that have purchased U S WES f exc,anges to fund a 
S3.S0 reduction cf local rates to !cw !nccme rustomers age 60 and over. The Commission 
fu'ther ruled !hat the South Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC Nies. In addition. ihe 
CcmmlSSlon ordered that staff, ,n consultation With the carriers, develop a standard form 
for self-certification; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior !O January 1, 
1998, and lhereafter, to all new customers: and that the carriers make the fcm1s available 
to arr>/ person or entity upon request. On the fourth issue, the CommiSSton Nied that the 
c:amer be required to file with the FCC the infonnation demonstrating that the earner's plan 
meet.s trie applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an infonnational copy to the 
Commission. Further, that the earners include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

Based on the written comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
heanngs, the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conc!us,ons of Law. 

F iNDINGS OF FACT 

The =n st.ate Ufeline orcgram is re ierred to as the Telephone Assistance Plan 
(T ,l,P}. The c.irrent s-.ate Lrnk Up program 1s referred to as \he Link Up Amenca program. 
,ne Comm1ss1on implemented these programs in the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
11s Oec:s1cn and Order dated February 17. 1988, issued in Docket F-3703. Jn !he Maner 
,;r w: 1nvesnga1icn 1mo tmplemernaucn cf a T,:feonone Assistance Plan tor Sowh Dakota 
C,1s;cmers Exn1b1t 1 at page I Suose<:uem ::iuyers of U S WEST 9xc."langes were 
·ecuirec. :o also offer :he TAP ano Link Uc Amenca ;::,rograms. ls:,. at pages 1-2. 

II 

- ~e amount c f TAP ass1sianca ,s 3.7 CO. -;:, .:0 ci wmc., 1s fecera1ly -uncec. with 1he 
·.:;r-a,rnr,; ~ ::O runoea by aie local :e1ec::rr.mur.1c.:mcns c;imer !!;.. a t page :! illthough 
_ : NES, .vas cng,nally allowec :o c.,arge a surc:1arc;e to rune !he orcgram. U S WEST 
:;.,::secuent!y gave uo that '1<;nt ·n lJCC.'<et F -J6J7 --3 rn 1he Maner 21 ·he P•;cuc Jtltit1es 
:.,n;m1ss1cn lnvP.s11ga11on •nto ·nil ~'fP.s:;s ?f •ne ' ';186 T~x '<erorm .le: ~n Scuth Q3ke1a 
,rn,u-:s c.<n1011 5 In ..,,oer ·o receive :he i' ,:.p assistance a memcer ,;1 ·he ncuseno1d 
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i:-,1..st oe 60 years of age or old.er and pan1c:pat.e 1n erther the food stamp er the rcw-,ncome 
~~ergy assistance croc;;ram. Exh1brl 1 at ;>age 2 

111 

Toe Link Up Amenca program provtdes assistance 1n an amount equal to one-half 
of lt.e c.,Jafifying subsc:,ber's telephone service connection charges up lo a maximum cf 
S30.00. ls1. at page 3. In order to receive Link Up assistance. a customer ~ be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telepha 1e seMce and must not have been provided telephone 5efVic8 at nis or her 
residence Within the pn,vicus three months. and mu.st not be a dependent for federal 
inccme tax purposes (dependency criteria does not apply to those 60 years of age or 
o lcer). Jg. The Link Up prog, am is funded entirely out of federal f\Jnds. (g. 

IV 

The FCC revised the aJIT8nt Lifeline and Link Up prog1ans in CC Cockat No. 96-
45, ln Jhe Mattac Qf federat-Slaln Jojr]t Board on Unjyeaal Seryjca. adopted May 7, 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the fedetal baseline Lifeline support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low--income consumer with an additional S1 . 75 1n federal si ippcxt 
If the state commission approves a c:cnespondfno reduction In intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R. § 54.403(a). Additional federal Lifeline suppon in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount cf any state Lifetine support (not to exceed $7.00) Is also ava.loble. h1, 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up wdl continue to be a 
reauc:icn in ttie 181ec:omrrul1caons camef"s S8f'IIC8 c:onnedicn charges equal to one half 
of the carrie(s customer connec::lon charge or $30.00. whichever is le ss. 47 C.F.R. § 
54 4 1:!(b). 

VI 

P•.JrSuant to the FCC's rules. if there is no state Lifeline or Link Up crcgram. a •• 
c::nsumer is eliq,ble for succon d tne consumer parnc::oates ,n one of the follCW1ng ·-_' 
.;rcc;rams: Meaic:aJa: !coo 51atnps: Sucplementat Sec:.irny Income: fecera1 oubhc nou.smg 
assistance: « !he Low-lncx:.me Heme E.'ll!f;Y Assistance Program. 47 C F R. §§ S4.409(b) 
anc: 54 .11::(b). In aacr,on. ,f tnere ,s no state Lifeline or Link Up program. a ~stcmer 
must ceruf,/ unc:er penal\y of perµy that tne custcme< .s receiving oenefits 'rem one of the 
::rc<_;rams listeo aoove ano agees to ncufy :ne came< r :he c:JStomer ::aases :o paruocate 
r suc:1 program or programs !.Q. 

' /11 

-ne first tSsue ,s .vnethef ·ne C.:rr.rr~ss1cn snculc acorove nuas;a1e rate roouc:tons 
!O :111ow !:Cnsumers e11g1ble for L1fe11ne suocon :o receive ·he aoc111ona1 5 : · s ,n fecera1 



. . 

st.i:;pon. The Comm,ss1cn fines !hat tt snail authonze 1ntras:ate rate reduc:icns fer eligible 
:e tec:immun1cations companies providing local exc"large service to allow eligible 
c::r.sumers to receive the accitional S 1. 75 in fec e-al St.::ccn. rm .. 'S :he :c tat ltT'.cunt cf 
' eceral support 1s SS.25 per eli9ble cus:cmer 

VIII 

The second ISSU9 is whether the CommlSS1cn shoutd set uo a state I..Jfehne program 
to fund further reduc:lons 1n the intrastat.e rate paid by the end user. The Commission 
finds 1t will not set up a state L?ellne program to fund further recuc:ions at lhis time. 

IX 

The third issue is whether to modify or eliminate the exi.sting Lifeline program 0< 
Link Up prognwn. Wdh respect to the existing Lifeline prog,am, the Comm1ss1on finds that 
it shall eliminate the existiug TAP progam that requires US WEST and camers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a S3.S0 reduction of local rates to low income 
OJStomers age 60 and over. The Commis.slon further finds that the South Dakota Ufeline 
and Link Up progra,m shall follow the FCC n.des. Sn 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.41 7. 
The effect cifollowing the FCC rules and not instituting further statlJ funded redudlons is 
that the FCC eligib ility requirements and self-certification requirements w,11 apply to the 
South Dakota Lifeline and Ut1k Up programs. In addition. the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff. in consultation with the <::Jmers, develop a Standal"d form ror- self
cartification. The earners shall send these fonns to each customer pnor to January , , 
1998. The carriers sh.:111 also send a fonn to each of their new customers. Finally, the 
earners shall make the fonns available to any person or entity upon request. 

X 

The fourth ~ ...e 1s whether the Commission should file. or in the altemative, require 
me camer to file infcrmatlon W1th the fund adm1mstrat.or ~ 47 C.F R. § 54.401(a ). The 
Commission finds Iha earners shall be required to file that infonnauon oemonstraling that 
Iha earners plan me tJIS the acplicable FCC rules and that the earner send an 1nfonnational 
ccoy to the Comm1ss1on. The camers shall also be required 10 1nc!uce n their annual 
recc rt :o the Ccmm1ss1on the numoer of subsc:ll:ers wr.o receive L ie11ne ano L:nk Up 
succort. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

rr.e Ccmm.ss:cn nas :t."1S01c:icn over ·n1s maner ::t.rst..wt ·c sec:. ::iaote~ -19-31 . 
s::ec:fie31ly 49-3 i • · . i . 49-31 -3. 49.31 . ;-. .19.31. i · .19.3 · • · · .19.3 • . ·: • .19.3 i. · 2 : ana 
·: .: anc 117 C F R. §§ ::.s 400 10 !;4 -11; 

: . 
. ' 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R ~ 54.403(a), the Commission authonzes lntrasta!e rate 
recuc~1ons for eligib le telec::immumcations companies providir.g local exc.,an;e ser,ice 
10 anew eligible consumers to receive the additional S1 .75 1n feceral support. 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
recuc::iCt'IS at this time. The e,asting South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
moaified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission s1aff, in consultation with the carriers. shall develop a 
standard fonn fer self-certification. The carriers shall send these forms to each OJStcmer 
prior to January 1. 1998. The carriers shall also send a fClffll to each of their new 
customers. Finally, the carriers shall make the fonns available to any person or entity 
upon request. 

N 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54.401(d), the Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required to file that information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC rules and that the earner send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required t.o include in their annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscnbers who receive l.Jfeline and Link Up support. 

It 1s therefore 

ORDERED. that the Comm1ss1on authorizes intrastate rate reductions ror eligib le 
1elecommumc:ations companies prov1aing local exchange sefVice to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the ad.ditional S1 .75 ,n federal support: and it ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that the Comm1SS1on will not set uo a state Lifeline program 
to funo further reduc:ions at this ume: ano it 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. !hat the Comm1ss1cn snall etim,nate the existing TAP ·• / 
orc,;ram: ~t the South Dakota llfehne ano Link Uo programs follow tne FCC rules: that 
:he Comm1ss1on staff. 1n consultaucn with tne earners. aevelop a standard form fer selr
cemficauon: !hat the earners snall send these forms to all of their customers pnor to 
.:anuar1 : . 1998: that the earners shall also sena a form to eac., of their new customers: 
ar.o ·r.at :lie earners make he forms ava1lacle :o any person or i!!nuty con re<::uest: ano 
I S 



. . 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the carrier shall file with the FCC the information 
cemcnstratlng that the catrier's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the camer 
send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also include in their 
annual report to 1he Commission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this I,( ti, day of November. 1997. 

The 11 4:ud ,--, .,._ '* No 

...... ···---....,_ ...... ., ,_,, ..... -. .......... __ .... by_.,,, .. - ..... _., 
: 7!J;;;;;?;;z 
ca« 1r/r?j9z 

BY ORDER OF THE:. COMMISSION: 

I) 




