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TC97-071 
BEFORE THE r UBLIC UTILITIES COMMI SION 

RECEIVED 
OFTHESTATEOFSOUTHOAKOTA /Ui1 1997 

t~~~~~Ac~~.~~.~~c 
IS THE MA TTF.R Of nu,; REQUEST Of 
VAU.EY Tl-:1,F.COM~IUNICATIONS 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION. INC 
•·oR Df.SIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE 
TELECO~l~I L"'NICA TIOSS CARRIER 

REQ EST FOR ETC 
Dt:SIGNATIOS 
DOCKET TC97-

\I Al I I· Y fFI I COMMI l ' IC,\ I IOS'- COOl'Flv\ I IV!' r\SSO(' IA 110:,.i. INC 

l"Valk> lckcommun,catmns Coop") pursuant to -1 7 l nnal . lllh .... Code s«lton 21-l(cl and -1 7 Code 

of I ,-Jcrul R,:gulatmn, Section 5-1.20 I hcrcb) ~d.> from the.- l'ubli Uuh11~ Comm1,.s10n 

("Cummi~sion") dc,111n.o11on .I) on "eligible 1c.-lecorrununtt'.1tioru. earner" "ilhtn Ill\: local exchange 

arc~ that comtnute n, sen ice .irc.i tn Sou1h l)al.ow In >Uppnn of 1h1s ''-'I~- Volle~ 

r dC'\,ommunic;it1on~ C,K,p off.:r. th.: t,1110,,ini· 

l'ur'Jtwnt tn -17 ll 'i (' ~ :!l-l(.:111 is the Comrm\\mn' , r.-spoll.'>1bilh} to dt.:\ignotc 

IONI c.-,change ramcr. f"I H 's'') a_, "clii;1blc 1ckc,,mmumc:111oru, camc~" t"fl C~ "). Uf in other 

\\Ord,. to cktcrrnmc "hllh LLC, ha,c a.~um"'1 um,cr.;11 ..:nice obhpat1on., cons1,1cn1 ,,nh th< 

fodcrul la" nnd ~hould he d,-.:mcd d111-1blc to ">ccl\c fcdcrul unh Cr5.~I :,en 1cc suppon 1\1 lro.~t one 

chg1hlc tdC"Commum,atu:m, cirri.:r" to he dcsi11m1tcd h} Iii.: Co111m1-.:.ion for each s.:n ice an-:i in the 

St.1t1: I hmc,cr. tn th< <.J.>t.: of Jll:aa, '>i:ncd h) - rural telephone co111p.u,1~ ". the C'om1111:,.s1on may 114)1 

de"'\111na1c mon: than one I.I;(. 11> un I IC: "11hout lir,t hnd111g that '°"h .idditional <k1111n:1.1ion \\OUld 

h.: tn tho: public 1111 : r,:~1 Under -17 Ct'R ~ 5-1 101 bcginn111s J1111uary 1. 1998. only 

1dccommun1r.11Jon} c.imcrs th:11 h.i,o: r,-cci\ed d~1gru11vn from th.: C:ommi~,i,•n w -enc :ss :sn 

chi;1hlt: tckcommun1ca1ions ,Jmcr \\lthtn thc11 ...: 1cc .11'\:'J "111 be chi;,ibk to r,-cc1w federal 

uni\ cNI sen ice \Ul)pC1n 



:? . Valle> fckcommunitntions Coup i~ 1h-, fucilh1cs•hascd lucnJ cxchlln11c carrier 

prcScntl> pro, iding local exchange tckcommunico1io11s sen ices in the following 

cxchnnge<, in South Oakota: 

128.l) 110 MF.R: (.137) lll:RREID: (.!Wi U:OL1\ : (577) tONG I.AKE: 

1762) GLl~\II IAi\l:188?) POI.LOCK: ('155) MOllNO Cl rY 

Valle> Tdcct1mmunica1iori- Coop 10 11:, lnowkdgc ,s the only .::irricr 1000)' pro, iding lo-.al 

c:1.chnngc 1clcc.>n•municnrrnn.s scn·iccs in 1hc nbo,·c i1.lcnti!i,-d exchange areas. 

3. Volle) I dccomrnunication., toop in accord with 47 CH{ § 54.10 1 offers 1l1t: 

follo,\lng local c.xclmngc 1clccomrnm11ca1rons sen ices 10 al I consumers throughout 

i1s '\Cn·icc urell: 

· Voice grad-, ac,CS) io thi: public "" ih:hcd ""'"ork • 

• l,1x:al c;,.dwngc sen 1cc including nn nmount of loail u~ge free of per minuh: 

chargo: under n Ont rntcd local (en rec package nnd o.< pan of a mcasur1.'d local 

service urrcring; 

• l)uol 111nc muhi-frcqucncy signaling. 

• Acc1.-ss 10 emergency scn ·,ccs such as 9 1 I or enhanced 911 public ~en ices; 

1\cccss to npernt.:ir ~ rviccs: 

• Accc.s IO intcr1.-xchangc: scrvice, 

Ac:c1.-,,s 10 din:ctory assistuncc: und 

• Toll blucl.111g service: 10 qU.1htic<l lo\\'•inco111c: consumers. 

Ai. no1cd 11bo,c. Vullc:y Tckcommunicotions Coop docs provide toll limitation service in the 

form of toll blnckjng 10 qualifying con~umcr... ht1\\cVcr, 1he additioMI toll limiuuion SCI'\ ice of "loll 

control .. as defined in the new ~CC UOl\'ctsnl s.-J'\iicc rule!' (47 CFR § 54 400(3)) is not provided. 

Valley fck-commumcotioll$ C.:<lQp is not a" nn: th:11 un) local cxchangc: currier in South Dakota ruis a 

current capab1l11y 10 pnl\•1dc )Uch :,er.ice. Thc: FCC ga"c no indication pnor 10 the ~lease of its 

uni,crsal service order ff CC •r 157) that 1011 cou1rol would be imposed a:. an Ere scn1cc 

requirement and. 10 our information and belief. 11.'1 a result. LECs nation"idc nn: not positroncd 10 

make the s.:n 1cc muncdiutd) n,ailablc. In order !iJr V:,llc~ Tclccommunu::itions l'.oop 10 provide 

the scn·itc. lldJitional u,:igc trucking nnd storage capabilities will rune le) be 111!,Ulllcd m ,ts local 

5'.\itching cqu1pm,-nt Al minimum. the S<'rvicc rcquird n ,-witching software upg.rnde and 1111his ume 



\'alh.') T eku,mmunl(Jlton., ( '"'I' 1, 111,.:,IJ!!Jltn!! anJ ;a11,-mp11ng. to cktcnmr,c "hcthcr then~ 

"Oltw.iro: hh l>ct:n \le,clopcd Jrkl "hen II m11?ht !,.,-come .iv:11labk 

Acconlmi;I>. \lull'* I d,-commun1ca11on, Coop " l..c-cd "'"h c,ccp11c111JI e1rcum,tJJ1«.., 

u>nccmmg ii,, J l>tlll} to m;J.,· 100: toll control "4--nicc a,JJl.tbk ~ ...:t lor.h m the I ('(''s umHn:il 

scr,1cc rules anJ mu,,t n.-qu ... ,1 J wa1,,:r from th.: m:ium:mcnt 10 pn,,1i.lc ,IJlh ;.er,!(<' Al tl11 ~ tame, u 

wahcr for o p,:riod ,,f one ),-nr i, n-qu.:,1,-J Pm•r It! 100: ,-nd n1 the one yc.ir p,:rioJ. Valley 

I clccommumc.111011~ Coop \\Ill r.:pm had.. to th.: Comm""''" \\1th ,p.,1fic mlorrno11on md1c:it1ng 

"hen the 1"11:CO--.al) ncl\\orl. uwrude, on t>.: made :ind th,: -cf\1C'c am b.: made 11v.11IJhk 10 as_~is1 lo" 

income .:ustomch I he Con11111'-)1nn ma> rrop,:rl) grant a ,,u1,er from the ,oll ron1rnl" rcqu1r.:mcnt 

pu~ll.lllt to -1 7 Cl K S-1 IO!fc) 

-1. Valley I clccommumca1101~ Coop has pie, musl) anJ "111 continu.: to ad,-cn1sc the 

a,;11lab1lil) of ib local ,:xch.ingc !>Cf\1C~ m m<d,;i of gcnt.-ral d1W1hut1on lh.'Oughout the c~duni;c 

o.rca, scr,cd. Pno, to lhi\ fihn1:, Volle} I .:k-communrc.i1101\> Coop has 1101 gcncmll) advcn bed the 

prices cho1rgcd for all oftlK: abo•c·1dcntili~-J i.cr,ic"' II"'" do o(;(> l!Omg for,,wd in accord wnh ,1n) 

spcc11ic achcrusing Mand.trd\ th;it 1hc Comm1~ion ma> dc,c:lop 

5. Bn'ied on the forcl,lumg, Valley I ck-commu111ca11ons C1'!op rc~pcctfull} rc.-qucst th.I.I the 

Comm1s-;1on: 

la) 1!ffinl a tcmporat} "ni,cr of the rcqu1rcm..-111 to pro, ,de: .. ICIII control .. 5Cf\ ice; Jnd 

bl l!mnt nn El C ilcsi1:nn1i11n 111 Valle> I cku>nununic.iuons Coop co,cring all of the: 

toe.ii c1'dlanl!e area\ that con,111u1c 1b pn:,,cn1 \Cf\ ice :irc.i in the Suuc 

Dated thb _ da} of June. 1997 

Valky I cktl•mmumcu11ons CoopcrJII\ c 

Assoc muon. Inc 

I I _......_ - -
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JllfALLEY • TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
• LONG DISTANCE 
• CABLE & SATELLITE 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC . 

Mt Camror Hoseck 
SD l'ubhc Ullht~ Commu,JKH1 
SW< Capua.I IJuildlng 
SOO last Capru,I Mc. 
Picm. SD S7~1-S070 

RF Ellg1b le 1 cke(immunka11a,u C111T1<r Appllc ulon. Tc:97-071 
Valley M«ommunlcallon• CClOp(t'lllvc AfiociA!Jon. Inc 

Ocu Mr Hoseck: 

R[;( CIVEO 

l'lmuant lO 47 C F R 5-1. IO l(o)(J). slnglo-port)' $<1VKC or IIS flll>Cl,o(QI <qul-.Jc,it ff)ll.11 be m-.ck 
••0tloblc by GIi El1x1blc I clttommi,nlcalions CAITJC1 (ETC) 10 rec"'" unh-1 S<f'"kc suppon 
mccl>mbnn. Duo tbc: abo\c-rc(<ffl>Ctd compan)' h•vc chb k'r'-Kc? Yo. we offer su,glc-pany 
,ctYicc to bo(h bui11\a$ :wt rNIJt-ncc <U.IIO<nctJ 

2. l'ursullnl to47 C F.R5-I JOhnd 5-1.411 . llfcllnund 1ml up i<T\"icn mu-.. be mal.c a.-a.li>blc b) .on 
ETC 10 q111li(;in11 ""- ·l00>mc ron:wmco. Doc< tl>capphcan, compoll) . u rc(crmc,cd abo,c. male 
th...., k"l'\',C,C> av11L:iblc 10 qwih() ,ng COCUU:11K'n1 

· VaJk) l 'clccommunlalliom Cooper.u""" Aw,_ In.: " noc aitm1ll) otTcnng Llfcfu,c llnd 
Um. Up k:rvlae> "khin ,rs ~ChanJ1<$. but .. ,II u ffl!U1tc-d by the FCC rulo. ~?CFll S,1.400 • 
S4 417. imkc the c,tabli>hcd dl.lcount prowams nalL:iblc IO in qualifylft& low income 
<11,1omm bctlnn1ngJ1nwuy I. 111'11 h "ourundc:r$1And1ng 1hat ,.h,k provillu,1 1hr 
l.i(chnc, and Link Upkt'loa "'• rcquircmffl1 rmpel'<d on E'fCs pun<1on1 c.o41Cfll .s.i • .ios 
,and S,1 J 11. it ~ not xtually a prrcondidon .. hkh mllSI be mc1 before F.TC )talus c.an 
lf'tOP<'ly be gr.v,ccd h the Commiulon. 47 CFR S4. IOI ,.t,kh IJ'llS the: servo«- obhpti'oru 
II/Ill! fflU11 Ix met bcfl>n' I CUTief Clllll ICC,CIH f<dcntl un1'ttQJ IICfVI« IIUppo,1 don IIOC 

si,«ir.clllly rcfCTfflCc l.ifcllnc and Link Up ~kcs • 

J Vcrificauon by an authOond ollkn: 

· o,.t.nm J. Qua,du,,d, btinc r ..... duly s ... -. ..wn th.:ll s11c i, me Ocncnl MIMjlff 
for !he: rdpOOding prut), lh;u $11< h•i r,;:od the 1nltul ETC apphOINln In.I 11w, !on-gomg. 
and the> some 11 cruc 10 ht< o"n bot knowl«l¥C, mfonnallOII a,,d belief.'" 

Dami th .. '7•1! d:a) of (!}e l:.enLl:._ __ 19?1 

Si1V1.rurc~~ ~~Jud_ 
Tltk _;..:.~ '-M../ ~¥: y 

19 >.7 
NOUI) l'\lhl,c _ • 

j ·~·" e-,. p.,,, l/10/ov 

PO. Box 7 • 102 South Main • Herreid . SD 57632 • l-6QS.437·2615 • Fox: 1-605-437·2220 



JiiivALLEY 

December 16. 1997 

Unh•cr<al Service Adrnini~tr:uinn Company 
I 00 S0u1h Jcffcr~on Rond 
Whipp:in)', NJ 079<> 1 

Gentlemen: 

7297-0 7/ 
• TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
• LONG DISTANCE 
• CABLE & SATELLITE 

COMMUNICATIONS. INC. 

RECEIVED 

Pur<unnl 10 the FCC'~ Urclinc and I.ink lJp nrlc\, Spt'cificnlly. 47 CFR Sc:c:lion 
54.-IOl(d). We .arc hc1cwi1h filini: 1hc Lifeline and Link Plan forb!>th our parent company 
Valley Telecommunication< Cooperative A~<0eio1ion. Inc. and our <ubsidi:iry comp:iny 
Volley Cable & Smclli1e Commun1c0Lion$. Inc . 

Exhibit "A" South Dakota Public Utilitic< Cornmi<<ion Final Order and Dcc:i.<ion: Nolkc 
of Emry of DccL<ion TC97- 150. I< nli.o attached for yc;ur review. 

If you h.ivc any quc<tion<. plcnsc reel rrcc 10 call me 111 (60.5) -l-37-2615. 

Sinc_crcly. 

~(M;Y~~.2,,~4(J!b~ 
Dianna J. Quru.chnick. 
General M:inagcr 

cc: Sheryl Todd 
Federal Communicn1io1a Cornmi<,ion 

Office of lite Secretory 
federal Communic:ntions Co111111i <<i1)n 

/ Bill Bullard 
South Dnkoln Puhllc Utilitks C\ •mmi.\Sion 

r o. Box 7 • IC'?Soulh Moln W lterreld. SD 57632 • I 605 1'137-2615 • rox: I 605-1'137-2220 



LIFELlfliiE AND LINK P PLAN OF 
ALI.F:\ TELECOMMUM CATIONS COOPERATI VE 

ASSOCl>\TION. INC 

RECEIVED 

I~ \'Jlk) I cl,-commumcJt101" C'0<1JX-r.1t1H' ""'"1Jt1on 111, "1hm11, th,, pl.m pur<uant 
to -17 (.'~R § 5.1 -IOl(d) V.,lk) I ,·l,..:ommur11cu11<,n, < OOJX'f'JII\C 1\~1u111111. lr1<· lu, b..-cn 
desigJlJtcJ 11., an d1~it,k 11:k-commun1cJt1t111, CJmcr l>) the ,wth l)Jl.l\t.1 l'ut>ht I uhu,, 
Comm1,,1,m ( 1)1'1 c·1 .inJ. a,, ,uc:h. mu,t nul.c I 1ld111<: and I ml. l p ...:n ,c: J\J1f.1t,fe 111 
quah(} mi; lo\\-mcomc con,umcr. '" -ct fonh in the: (',,mm"""'"·, I m<1/ t>rcl,·r ,md l>,•n<1<m 
x,,11u of f.11/n ti{ I kt'J\/1111 J.MJ 'lo, c:mh.:r I IC I IJ97. l\,u,'tl IO I), !(.I.Cl I ( <17., ,o I Jo !lK M;u11;r 
of tbs Jn,, ... 11.Jllll[l JIIIO the I 1l<'hl)!; ,100 1.mb t I' J'roi:mm~I. \\hKh "JIWo;hC'J .i., I ,h11t11 ,\, .mJ 
con,1,tcni \\1th thc ,11tcna ,.,,1,1hlt,h1:J under .1 7 < I I( ~~ ~J J (KJ to q 41 7. mdu\l,c 

I h<• I 1tcltnc Jnd I ml. t 'p pro,;rum\ 3),\1'1 quJhlic,I lo\\•1ncomc c,1n,umcr. I>) 

pm\ldm!! lnr rn!u .. ...t mnnthl) charb"" anJ rcJU1.cd u1nncc:1i,10 th.i.r~,.._ tor toe.ii 
tdcphon.- -Cf' 1cc I~ 11.""l.lllCc apph~ 10 ;i ""~le tdt'f'hon<: hnc: :it J quah1icJ 
,,,mumc:r', pnnup.11 pl.Kc ol res1dcncc 

.! ,\ qUJhticd f,,,,.m,ome u111:.umc:r" • telephone: ,ub..cnbo:r "ho f"JJ18'tf'.)atC"-. m JI lca,,t 
one c,j th<• t.,11,m 1ng pubhc .s_,\l\lancl.' proi;rum~ 

J \kJK,UJ 
t, I 11<ld 'Wmp, 
c !-.upplcml.'ntul '>c~urit) lml•mc (SSII 
J I ,-Jcr.11 l'uhhc I l(11Nt1g J\~'l>l.ln,c 
I.' I m,-llll••mc llomc I ll<'fl!) '""Lln\:1.' l'n'i!,r.im (I Ill \111 

'I ,\ qu.ihlil'J "'" •mn•mc n111,11mcr " eh111hl..- 11, rtt.:1-.· c,tlh:r or roth I 1li:lmc 11/lJ 
I IJU. l 'p J"l\tJll<C: 

.l \ 'alk) I dccc11nmun1ca11un, ( \IUf)CfJII\C \ ,'1<ic1u1111n. Inc \\Ill JJ,cn1\C the 

.i,,ulabiht) uf L1fdmc .i.nd I 1111. t 'r -cf\itc::> .ind the chaf}!I.', lherdun: usmi: malu 111 
i:cncrul J1"noo111•n w\J m .i.:c11rJ ,,11h ,lll) rule-, that ma~ h.: Je,d,,11<...t It) !he SDPt.:C 
tor JJ!Jlltc.i1111n hi d1i,:1blc ll.'h,,11mmum(Jl111n., camcn 

~ In aJd11ton. Vall.:~ I ck,11mmumc.itu1Cl, CoopcrJtl\c A, ... Kc1Jtt1•n. In.. . .is ~u11<-J t,~ 

the l-111<1( 0,.1,., m11/ l>n1wm ,\111,n• of fmr,, 11/ "'""'"" 111 the Sl)PI (.' II ,h1bu A). 
\\tll mdK.nc 1n 1t', .innu.11 rcpun tu th.: ',l)l'l ( 1hc m.unbcr ol ,ub-cnbcr, \\1thm 11°, 
\t'f'tce Ml.'J n:cc1\ln~ I 1fdmc nnd or I in~ l 'p 11a--1<l.lJ'ICc In .>Jdmon. lhl!> 1nfomu11on 
\\tll ti.., [)Ill\ ,ded tt• lhc I 'mH·nal Sen 1,c 1\dm1m<tr.ltl\ c C ,•mJ'-111) rl ', \(.-) 

It lnron11.it111n a,. tn the numhcr of ct•n,umen <111,1hf~mg for I llchnc MJ or I.ml. l'p 
:i.,,1~1.lllCc c.i.nnot ,um:ntl) t,c pnl\1dnl h~ V:illc) Td.:-rnrnmun11:.1tttllb COOJX'r.111\c 
,h .'-'1Crntt1111. Inc hc.-cJu\C 11 h." m, n, ,..,\ to the i;<>,1.,inmcnt mhmn.i11on 11C1:<:~"~ tu 
dct..-nmn,: ho\\ many ofiL, t,:lcplwnc ,ultscrihcr, .ire par1ic1pa1111g tn th1: noo,c r"forcnc,-d 
puhhc .i,,1,tantt proi;r.m" Wi1m1111 this mli>l'TIIJl1011. Valle) I cl«ommun1c:111ons 

'C ., 



Co<>pcratl\C ASM>Ciauon. Inc. cnnnot providc. at this time. cwn o rcosonubl.: ,-siimatc of 
the number of its subscnbcrs "ho. nncr Janunl)' I. I 998. wlll be rccch•ing Lifeline and/or 
Uni. Up -.Cl'\ ice lnfomiation as to thc numbcr of ilS low-income $Ub:;crib.:rs qualil}ing 
for Lifeline nndlor I.ink Up can be pro,'idc·d alicr nppl itl'tions for Lifeline and Link Up 
IIS!,iJ\tancc hn,c been r,:c,:hcd by Volle) rckcommunicntions Coopcrau,•c Association. 
Inc. 

7 In accord "ith the SDl'I IC:"s l-im1/ Ord,•r mu/ /J1'1"ll'iu11 • • Vutke (i/ E111ry of lxtMtJ11. 
Vnllcy rc1.-c:0111munica11ons Coopcr.ni,c ,\ ssociation. Inc. will mnke application 
fonn~ ,wailabh: to nil uf its existing n-s1dcn11 al cu_,tomcri.. to all new c1L,tomcrs \\hen 
they a11ply for n.-sidcniial local tdephonc S.:l'\'icc. and to other person., or cntiu,,s upon 
their rcqu~L 

H. Lirtlinc 

I. Lifeline ~l'\'tc.: mcan, a r.:tail local wrvkc offering for \\h1ch qualsii.,-d IO\\ •incomc 
comurncr~ pa) r.:duc,-d charges. 

2 t.ifdinc SCI"\ ice indud,-s \'Oicc gmdc accc!IS to the 11ublic switched nct\\ork. loc-JI 
u:,ai;e. dual tone muhi-fn."tjucncy sii;naling or its lunctiMal cquimknt. ~ini;h:·part)' 
~" ice or ilS limcuunol ,-quivnlcnt. occ:~ tn emergenc) )4.'r\'ice~. :ttcc.~ to operator 
SCI'\ ice). nccess 111 intcrcxchnnge service. :1cc.:ss to directory ,\.'>.~istoncc. nnd toll 
limitation. 

3 Qualified lo" -income subscribers on: rcqmr..-d 10 submit un apphc:mon fom1 in 
ord..-r 10 r,•ce1,..- Lifeline scl'\ icc. In ap11lying fur Lifeline assisianc.:. the )ubs.:ribcr 
must ccrt,I) under penalty of perjury that they arc currently panicipatini; in at le.ISi 
on.: 0 1 th.: qualifying 11ublic assistance proiroms li)lcd in cc1iun A.2. abo\'e, In 
ndditinn. the subscrib.:r must U[tn:c 10 notif) Volle)' Teh:ctirnmunicution~ Couperntive 
Associouon. Inc. "hen they cca.<e p;u1idpatin1:t in t.ln: qlllllif)'ing public a.~is111ncc 
pn,gr.un' ·) 

-1. I he towl month!~ l.ifchne credit 11,u1loblo: to qu:iliticd consumcrs is S5.15. Volley 
1 c:1.-cmnmunia uion.~ Coopcrnti,c Associ1111on. Inc. sh:111 pnl\ idc the c:r.:Jit to 
4wil11ied consum.:~ by uppl~ ing the ti:dcrnl ba.-..:linc support amouni of S.J.50 to 
"1liv.: the consumers federal hnd-Uscr Common Linc chnrge and applying the 
additimml Juthori1,cd foderal support amount of Sl.75 ns a credit 10 the consumer' s 
intros·"~tc local SCI'\ 1cc rate. fhc fodcml baseline support nmqunt and add11io1ml 
,upport 0\';1iluhk. 111tuling S5.25. shall rc:ducc Valle) fck-communications 
Cooncr.ni,c As:wr:mtinn. lnc: s IO\\tst tariffed {or othcl'\vi...c i;encrolly .i,'Oilubkl 
res1dcntiol rote for the sen ices lis1,'tl ulxwc in Section ll.3. Per the am1thcd SDl'UC 
flm,t Order 11111/ J>.-cium, • .Votlt:1.' of £111ry u/ O.•clflot1. th.: SUPUC lw~ nuthorin,J 
intr.i~llltc rate r.-ductions for eligible 1clccurnrnun1cutions c.-.rricrs rnJ.king lhc 
oddiuonal fc:dcrnl support umount of St .75 O\'llilahle The SDl'UC did not cs1:1blish .i 
~talc Lifeline program m fund any further rate rc:ductioru.. (fahibit ,\ , rinding:. or 
Fnct VII ond VIII: und Conclu;ions ofl.uw II Wld Ill ). 



S. Volley lelecomrnunicu1ion.\ C,,opcra1hc 1\ ~~x:ia1ion. Inc \\Ill not disconnL-cl 
suhscnbcr.. from 1hcir l.1fdim: -.er, ic.: fur nun· pJ) mcn1 of loll d1aryo:s unlc~s the 
!,l)l' l!C. rur..u.1111 '" 47 CH< § >l.-101 (b)( I 1. has l,'runtcd dw compan} ;1 \\Ji1 er from lmr 
non-d1<cunncc1 r.:qu1n:nw111 

6 hccr1 10 1hc ""em tha1 Valk} I ck'Co111mun1<·01H•11s CoopcrJlhe ,\ s:socm1ion. Inc 
hos obtumcd a "ahcr fr1•111 lhc SDl'U(' flUl"iu.1n1 u, 47 ('FR ~ 5-1 IOl(c), ll,e company 
shall offer t<tll lim11.11i1111 I<• nll 41wli(, 111g IO\\•im:omc con:-umcr~ \\hen lhcy sulN:ribc 10 
I 1fdinc :>er\lcc If 1hc: ,ubscnbc:r cl,-ct< t<• n:l'cl\c 1011 limn.ui.m. 1h01 service ,hnll 
lx-cmn.. ran of 1lu11 ~ub\\:nhcr', Lifdinc ~I'\ 1cc 

7. Vollq lck'Com111un1ca1ion.~ Coopcr:111\C -socmuun. Inc "ill not collcc1 a ~n·icc 
dcposi1 in order IO 1m1inl<' l.ifelin,· >en icc if the <Jtr.ihf}'ing IO\\ · tncomc consumer 
1olumaril) ck"Cb 1011 blocking on 1hc1r telcphim,· Jim: llowcwr. one mnmh'~ lt>cnl 
SCl'\'icc Ch:lfllc, rna} he required as an 11d,•nnt:c p;!} mcnt 

C. Link lip 

I , I.ink Up mi::u1, 

(a) ,\ r~"tlucuon in the C11,>1ornnf) charl:'c tor comm,.,1c1ng 1ck-comn,unicn1ions 
scn·icc for a single 1dccommunica1ions connection 01 :1 consumer') principal 
place 1)fn:sidcncc. TI1c n.-duclinns <hull be 50 pcrc,·n1 of the cu.~tomary charge or 
S30 00. ,,hichc, er i, I~,: nnd 

(b) J\ dcfcrrL-d schedule for JXl)mcm of 1hc clurgcs asscs:;cd for commencing 
~er. ice. for which the consum..-r d~ ll(>I JXI} intcrc~t. The inter,..,, chari;c.s not 
,is:.c:.scd to 1hc con,umcr sh:Jll be for conntttion charg~ ol' up lo S:!00.00 1h111 arc 
dcfcm-d 10 o period not 10 cxc,....-d onc} c:lr 

2 Chllri;..-s nsse~scd for commencing service indudc Un) chaQ;c~ 1ha1 arc customarily 
a.~)scd for co11n,'C1ing ~ubscribcr> 10 the ncl\\Orl. I hc.-.e cha~cs do not include any 
permissible :<co:un1y dcro ~, l'C(1uircmcn1s 

•. 01c Link llr pre>grnm shnll nHow a con,urncr 10 rttcile the hcndi1 ttf the l.inl Up 
rmi;rnm for ,, sccund or ~ubs..-qucnl lime nnl) for .i 1,rinciral place o f 1.:s1dtncc \\1lh an 
address dilTcrenl fwm the residence nddr<e!>., at 11hich 1hc I 111k Up 11.>"slllncc was 
pruv1dL-d pn:,,iou., ly 

Volle)' 1 cll"COmmuni Jl111n,. C'oopcrn1ivc Ai..'\Oeiat,on. Inc. 
1'0 llox 7 
llcrrcid. SD 576 '2 
f,05-137-2615 



EXlll 81T "A" RECEIVED 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION ) 
INTO THE LIFELINE AND Ll~IK UP ) 
PROGRAMS ) 

) 

FINAL ORDER AND 
DECISION; NOTICE OF 
ENTRY OF DECISION 

TC97-150 

• 7 

Al its August 18, 1997, regularly scheduled meeting, lhe Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) voted to open a docket concerning the Federal Communications 
Coovnission's (FCC's) Report and Order on Universal Service regarding the Lifeline and 
Link Up programs. In its Report and Order, the FCC decided that 11 would provide for 
adcfitional federal support in the amount or $1.75, above the curent S3.50 level. However, 
in order f0< a state's Lifellne consumers lo receive the additional S 1 75 in federal support, 
the state commission must approve that reduction in the portion or the intrastate rate paid 
by the end user 47 C.F.R § 54.403(a). Additional federal support may also be received 
in an amount t,qual to one-half or any support generated fr0<n the intrastate jurisdiction, 
up to a maximum of $7.00 in federal support. 47 C.F.R. § 54.403(a) A state commission 
must file or require the carrier to file information with the admlnistrator or the federal 
univerSAI service fund demonstrating that the carrier's Lifeline plan meets the criteria set 
forth in 47 C.F.R. § 54.40 1 

By order dated August 28, 1997. the Commission allowed interested persons and 
entities to submit written comments concerning how the Commission should implement the 
FCC's rules on the Lifeline and Link Up programs. In thei r written comments, interested 
persons and entities commented on the following questlons 

1 Whether the Commission should approve intrastate rate reductions to allow 
consumers eligible for Lifeline support to receive the additional $1 75 1n federal support? 

2 Whal.her the Commlssion should set up a slate Liteline Program to fund further 
reductions in the intrastate rate paid by the end user? 

3 W hether the Commission should modify the ex1st1ng Lifeline or Link Up 
Programs? 

4 Shat: lhe Commission file or require the carrier to file 1nlormation with the 
adm1nistral0f of the federal universal service fund demonstrating that the carrie(s Lifeline 
plan meets the critena set forth in 47 CF R § 54 40 1(d)? 

By ordor dated October 16, 1997. the Commiss,on set pubhc heanngs to receive 
public comment on the questions listed above The hearings were held at ~J following 
tames and places 

Monday, October 27. 1997. 1 00 pm . Canyon Lake Senior Citizens 
Center, 2900 Canyon Lake Drive, Rapid City, SD 



PIERRE· 

SIOUX FALLS: 

Tuesday, October 28, 1997, 1:30 pm .. Stale Capitol Building, Room 
412. 500 East Capitol Avenue. Pierre, SO 

Wednesday, Octooor 29, 1997. 9:00 a.m .• Center for Active 
Generations. 2300 West46th, Sioux Falls, SO 

At Its Novemoor 7, 1997, meeting, the Commission ruled as follows· On lhe first 
Issue, the Commission authorized intrastate rate reductions to allow eligible consumers 
lo receive the additional $1.75 In federal support With respect to lhe second issue. the 
Commission decided to not sel up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this 
lime. On the third issue, the Commission eliminated the existing TAP program that 
requires U S \NEST and carriers that have purchased U S WEST exchanges to fund a 
$3.50 reduction of local rates lo low inoome rustomers age 60 and over. The Commission 
further ruled that the Sou1h Dakota Link Up program follow the FCC rules. In addition, the 
Commission o'1fered that staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form 
for self-certification; that these forms be sent to all of their customers prior to January 1, 
1998, and thereafter, to all new rustomers; and that the carriers make the forms available 
to any PE!fSOO o< entity upon request. On the fourth issue, the Commission ruled that the 
carrier be required to fife with the FCC the infoonatlon demonstrating that the carrier's plan 
meets the applicable FCC criteria and that the carrier send an Informational copy to the 
Commission Further, that the carriers include in their annual report to the Commission 
the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support. 

Based on the wrillcn comments and evidence and testimony received at the 
hearings, the Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

The current state Lifeline program is referred to as tha Telephone Assistance Plan 
(TAP) The current state Link Up program is referred to as the Link Up America program. 
The Commission implemented these programs In the U S WEST exchanges pursuant to 
its Decision and Order dated February 17, 1988, issued in Dodlet F-3703, lo the Matter 
or the lmestiQauon into lmolemElf11atioQ of a Iel®booe Assistance Plan foe SQ1Jlb Dakota 
Customers. Exhibit 1 at page 1. Subsequent buyers of U S WEST exchanges were 
required to also offer the TAP and Link Up America programs. l.d. at pages 1-2 

II 

The amount or TAP assistance is S7 .00. $3 50 of which is federally funded, with the 
remaining $3 50 funded by the local telecommun!catiom; carrier kt. at page 3 Although 
US WEST was 0<iginally allowed to charge a surcharge to fund the program. U S WEST 
subsequently gave up thal right 1n Docket F-3647-8, la the Matter or the Public UtmHes 
.Commission lovestjgatioa into the Etrects 01 the 1986 Tax,Rekxm Act on south Dakota 
I.JliHlies Exhibit 5. In order to receive the TAP assistance, a member or the household 
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must be 60 years or age or older and par1icipale in c,ther the food stamp or the low-income 
energy assistance program Exhibit 1 at page 2 

Ill 

The Link Up America program provides assistance in an amount equal lo omt-half 
of the qualifying subscriber's telephone service connection charges up to a maximum of 
$30.00. ld at page 3. In order to receive link Up assistance. a customer must be 
receiving either food stamps or low-income energy assistance. must not presently have 
local telephone service and must not have been provided telephone service at his or her 
residence within the previous three months, and must not be a dependent for federal 
income tax purposes (dependency aiteria does not apply to those 60 years or age or 
older). ld. The Link Up program is funded entirely out or federal funds. ~ -

IV 

The FCC revised the current lifeline and link Up programs in CC Docket No. 96-
45, lo the Matter of Eedecal:State Jojnt Board on Univmal S80'1ce. adopted May 7, 1997. 
Beginning January 1, 1998, the FCC found that the federal baseline lifeline support will 
be $3.50 per qualifying low-income consumer with an additional $1. 75 in federal support 
ii the state commission approves a corresponding reduction in intrastate local rates. 47 
C.F.R § S4.403(a' Additional federal lifeline support in an amount equal to one-half the 
amount of any slue lifeline support (not to exceed $7.00) Is also available. Id. 

V 

The FCC further found that the federal support for Link Up will continue to be a 
reduction in lhe telecommunications carrier's service connection charges equal to one half 
of the carrier's customer connection charge or S30 00, whichever is less. 47 C.F.R. § 
S4.413(b). 

VI 

Pursuant to the FCC's rules. ii there is no state lifeline or link Up program. a 
consumer is eligible for support if the consumer participates in one or the following 
programs: Medicaid; food stamps: Supplemental Security Income, federal public housing 
assistance: or the low-lncomo Home Energy Assistance Program 47 C.F.R. §§ S4.409(b) 
and S4.415(b) In addition, if there Is no state lifeline or link Up program. a customer 
must cer11fy under penalty of perjury that the customer 1s receiving benefits from one of the 
programs listed above and agrees to notify the carrier ii the customer ceases to participate 
in such program or programs. ill 

Vil 

The first issue is whether the Comm,ss,on should app(ove intrastate rate reductions 
to allow consumers eligible for Lifeline suppo, 110 receive the add1honal $1 75 in fe<leral 
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support. The Commission linds that it shall au1horize intrastate rate redudions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange service to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 75 in federal support Thus. the total amount or 
federal support is $5.25 per eligible cvslomer 

vm 

The second issue is whelher lhe Commission should set up a state lifeline program 
lo fund further reductions in the intrastate rate paid by lhe end user The Commission 
finds it will not set up a state Lifeline program to fund further reductions at this time. 

IX 

The thrrd issue is whether to modify or eliminate I-he exishng Lifeline program or 
Link Up program With respect to the existing Lifeline program, the Commission finds that 
it shall eliminale the existing TAP program that requires U S W EST and carriers that have 
purchased U S WEST exchanges lo fund a $3.50 reduction or local rates to low income 
customers age 60 and over. The Commission further finds that lhe South Dakota Lifeline 
and link Up programs shall follow the FCC rules ~ 47 U.S C. §§ 54.400 to 54.417. 
The effect of following the FCC rules and not Instituting further slate funded reductions is 
that the FCC eligibility requirements and self,certification requirements will apply to the 
South Dakola Lifeline and Link Up programs. In addition. the Commission orders that the 
Commission staff, In consultation with the carriers. develop a standard form for self. 
certification. The carriers shall send these forms to each a.istomer prior to January 1, 
1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each or lheir new customers. Finally, the 
carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity upon request. 

X 

The fourth issue is wh.ether the Commission should file. or fn the alternative. require 
ihe carrier to file information with the fund administrator S!lit 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(d). The 
Commission finds the carriers shall be required lo file lhat information demonstrating that 
the carrie(s plan meets the applicable FCC rules and thal the carrier send an lnformallonal 
copy to the Commission. The carriers shall also be required to include in their annual 
report to the Commission the number of subscribers who receive lifeline and link Up 
support 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commission has junsd1ct1on over this matter pursuant to SOCL Chapter 49-3 1, 
specifically 49-31-1 1, 49-31-3. 49-31-7, 49.Jl-7 1, 49 -31- 11. 49-31-12 1. 49.31.12 2 and 
12 4, and 47 CF R §§ 5<1 '100 lo 54.41 7 



II 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54 403(a). the Commission authorizes intrastate rate 
reductions for eligible tetecommunlcations companies providing local exchange service 
to allow eligible consumers to receive the addilional $1 75 in federal support 

Ill 

The Commission declines to institute a state Lifeline program to fund further 
reductions a1 this time. llie existing South Dakota Lifeline and Link Up programs shall be 
modified to follow the FCC rules found at 47 U.S.C §§ 54.400 to 54 417, inclusive, on 
January 1, 1998. The Commission staff. in consullalion with the carriers, shall develop a 
standard form for self-<:ertification The carriers shall send these forms to each customer 
prior to January 1, 1998. The carriers shall also send a form to each of their new 
customers Finally, the carriers shall make the forms available to any person or entity 
upon request 

IV 

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R § 54 401(d). !he Commission finds the carriers shall be 
required lo file that Information demonstrating that the carrier's plan meets the applicable 
FCC n,les and that the carrier send an informational copy to the Commission. The carriers 
shall also be required to include in their annual report to the Commission the number of 
subscnbers who receive Lifeline and Link Up support 

It is theref()(e 

ORDERED. that the Commission authorizes intrastate rate reductions for eligible 
telecommunications companies providing local exchange S8fVice to allow eligible 
consumers to receive the additional $1 .75 in federal support: and ii is 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission will not set up a stale Lifeline program 
to fund further reductions al this time; and it ls 

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission shall eliminate the existing TAP 
program; that the South Dakota L1fehne and Link Up programs follow the FCC rules; that 
the Commission staff, in consultation with the carriers, develop a standard form for self
cerlification: that the carriers shall send these forms lo all of their customers prior to 
January 1, 1998; that the carriers shall also send a form lo each of lhair new customers; 
and that the carriers make the forms available to any person or entity upon request; and 
it is 

s 



FURTHER ORDERED. lhat lhe carrier shall me with the FCC lhe Information 
demonstrating that the earner's plan meets the applicable FCC rules and that the carrier 
send an informational copy to the Commission The carriers shall also include in their 
amual report to the CO!Mlission the number of subscribers who receive Lifeline and Link 
Up support 

Daled at Pierre. South Dakota, this / ,(1 dday of November, 1997. 

CERTIFICATE Of' SERV1CI; 
BY OrtDER OF THE COMMISSION. 

~ ~ ES A eu.fuii n 
~ 

(Ofnc&Al SEAl ) 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY VALLEY ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE ) 
ASSOCIATION, INC. FOR DESIGNATION AS ) 
AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) 
CARRIER ) 

FIND1NGS OF FACT, 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW, 
ORDER AND NOTICE OF 

ENTRY OF ORDER 
TC97.071 

On June 10. 1997, the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a request for 
des1gna11on as an eligible telecommunlcations earner (ETC) from Valley Telecommunicatlons 
Cooperative Associabon, Inc. (Valley Telecommunicabons Cooperative). Valley Telecommunications 
Cooperative requested designation a.s an eligible telecommunications carrier within the local 
exchange areas that conslltute ,ts serv,ce area. 

The Commission electronically transm,ned notice ol the filing and the 1nterven11on deadline 
10 interested tnd,viduals and entities No person or entity filed 10 intervene By order dated 
November 7, 1997, lhe Commission set the hearing for this matter for 1 30 p.m on November 19, 
1997. in Room 4 12, State Cap,tol. Pierre, South Dakota 

The neann, was held as scheduled Al the heanog. lhe Commlss,on granted Valley 
TelecommunicatJons Cooperative a one year waive< of the reqwement to provide toll control service 
with,n ,ts service area At ,ts December 11, 1997, meeting, the Commtssion granted ETC 
de.signalion 10 Valley Telecommun,cabons Cooperative and designated llS study area as ,ts serv,ce 
area 

Based on the eV1dence of record, the Commiss,on enters the foflow,ng F1nd.ngs of FaC1 and 
Col\Clus,ons of Law. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

On June 10, 1997, Ille Comm,Mlon received a request for designabon as an ETC from Valley 
Tetecommun.cal!On5 Cooperative Valley Tetecommunlcat,ons Cooperative re11uested deslgnallon 
as an ETC w,th,n the local exchange areas that cons111u1e its serv,c:e area. Vailey 
Telecommun,catiOns Cooperative serves the followmg exc.hanges. Hosmer (283), Herreid (437), 
Leola (439); Long Lake (577), Glenham (762), Pollock (889), and Mound Cily (955) Exhibit 1 

II 

Pursuant lo 47 USC § 214(e)(2), the Comm.ssron ,s requ,red to designate a common 
earner that meets the requ,rements of section 214(e)(1) as an ETC for a seN,c:e area designated 
by the Comm,ss,on 

Ill 

PuBuant to 47 U S.C § 214(eX1), a common uimerthat ,s designated as an ETC rs ehi; ble 
10 receive urwersal tefV!Ce support a/ld Shall, thrOYghovl ,t.s service area, offer the serv,ces that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms erther using ,ts own fac,l<t s or a 
combrnahon of ,ts own faoht1es and resale o f another came(s seNK:es The came, must also 
adven,se the ava1lab1hly o f such serv,ces and 1he rates for the sel'ViCOs using med,,1 of general 
d1stobullon 



IV 

The Federal Commun,cat,ons Commission (FCC) has designated the following servt<:M or 
I\JflCllonalitlM as those supported by federal universal service suppor1 mechanisms· (1) vo,ce grade 
access to the public swriched nelwOtlc, (2) local usage. (3) dual tone multi-frequency signaling or ,ts 
funct,ooal equal, (4) single party service or hs functional equ,valent: (5J access to emergency 
services; (6) access to operator services, (7) access to ,nterexchange service, (8) access to 
directory ass1s1ance; and (9) toll llmitatlon for qualifying low-,ncome consumers 47 C.F R § 
54 101(a) 

V 

As pan of ,ts obligations as an ETC, an ETC ,s required to make available Lifeline and Link 
Up seNices to qualifying low-income consumers 47 C F R § 54 405; 4 7 C.F R § 54 4 11 

VI 

Valley Telecommunications Cooperatrve offers voice g.rade access to the public switched 
networlt to all consumers throughout 11s service a,ea Exh1b1t 1, 

VII 

Valley Tetecommunications Cooperative offers local exchange service including an amount 
of local usage free of per minute charges to all consumers throughout its service area. J.s1 

VIII 

Valley Telecommunlcatlons Cooperative offers dual tone multi-frequency s,gnar.ng to all 
consumers throughout ,ts seNiCe area. 1st. 

IX 

Valley Tetecommunlcauons Cooperahve offers single pany service to all consumers 
throughout its service area Exh1b1t 2 

X 

Valley Telecommunicallons Cooperative offers acc.ess to e.mergency seMCes to all 
consumers throughOut its service area Exhlb,t 1 

XI 

Valley Teleoommurucallons Cooperabve offers access to operator services 10 all consumers 
throughout ,ts service area. J.sl. 

XII 

Valley TelecommunicatJOM Cooperative offers access to 1n1erexchange services to all 
consumers throughout its service area. Isl 

XIII 

Valley Telecommunications Cooperative offers access lo directory assistance to au 
consumers thtoug.hout ,ts service area. Isl 

2 



XJV 

One of the services required to be provided by an ETC 10 qualifying low-tncome c:onsumers 
1s loll hm1tahoo. 47 C F R § 54 101(1)(9) Toll hmrl.ahon consists of both loll blodung and 1011 
control 47 C.F.R § 54 .COO(d) Toil c:onltol 1s a se,v,c:e that allows c:onsumers to S9flClfy a certain 
amount d IOI usage 1h11 may be lt'ICUfed per month or per billing cycle 47 C.F.R § S4.400(c) Toll 
bloclung is• service lhal lets consumers eleel 001 10 allow lhe compleUOO of outgoing loll calls 47 
C F.R § 54 400(b) 

v-, Teleoommumcallons CoopenlllVt! offers toll blocluog to an c:onsumers throughout rls 
serva area El!h,brt 1 

XVI 

Valley TelecorM1uniclbOns CooperalNe does nol currently o ffer tOII conltol Ill In oroer for 
Valley Telecornmunoc:al Cooperabve lo pnMde IOI control. lddillOt'lal usave ~ and storage 
c.apab1lrties WIii have to be 1ostelled In rts local sw,tctuog equipment Vdfry Telecolnlnu!1cations 
Cooperabve ,s attempting to determine whether lhe necessa,y software has been developed and 
when ,1 m,ghl become 1v1.1lable Ill, 

XVII 

Valley Telecommunicauons Cooperative stated that 11 Is laced wtlh excepllOnll 
crcumstances eot icenw ig its ability 10 make toll control se,v,c:e avatlable and requestecs • one year 
wa,ver from the requnrrient to provide such ser,,ce_ Ill Pnor to the end o f the one year period, 
Valley T elecommlncallOnS Cool)eratille wil repo,1 bade to the Commo-an wM speafic mfonnabOn 
incftealltlg wnen the netwoc11 upgrades can be m,de m ~ to proVlde toll c:ontrol Jg_ 

XVIII 

Wdh respect to the ~ to advet1lw tNt avlADloly d seMCH suPl)Orted by the federal 
universal service suppoct mechanism and the charges for those seMces us,ng media of general 
dostnbutlOt'I, Valley Telecommunocallons Cooperauve stated lhal rt lldvenises the avaolab4111y of its 
local exc:haroge services III media of general dlstnbul>on 1hroughou1 !IS service area However, Valley 
T elecommurucat,ons Coopera1,ve has not generally advef1lsed lhe pnoes for these services Ill 
Valley T elecomrrAncatlo Cooperative staled rls mtenbon to comply w,th any aoverus,ng slandards 
developed by lho Commlss,on Ill 

XIX 

Vally Teleeo!Mltncabons Cooperative does not currently offer lden and I.Jnk Up sennce 
di$counts III u elldlanges. Exhibit 2- Valley T etecommunica11ons Cooperat" d w,U offer the lifeline 
and Link Up service disoounts on all of ds service area ~-11ig J¥IUII)' I, 1998 on acc:otdance w.lh 
47 C F R §§ 54 400 to 54 4 17. ,ndus,ve, and anyComflUSSlon ,mposed reqw emenlS Exhl.bi1 2 

xx 

The Commission finds Iha! Valley Teleeommtmk:allOlls Cooperawe currently p.-owfes and 
w,11 contnie to provide the following seMCeS °' fundionaht,es tnroughout 11S seMCe area (1) 1101Ce 
grade acoess to the public SWltdled nelWOIII. (2) local usage, (3) dual tone multrfrequenc:y signahng, 
(4) s,ngl&•pany servtce, (5) ,ccess to emergency se1v,ces, (6) access to operat0< se,vices. (7) 
ecc.ess to lnterexctunge seMCe (8) eccess to directory us.stance and (9) toll blodong for 
qualifying ICJw.lt'ICOfflfl consumers 

J 



XXI 

The Commission finds that pursuant to 47 CF R. § ~ 101(c) ,1 W111 grant Valley 
Telecommunicaoons Cooperative a waiver of the requirement to offer toll control service.s until 
December 31 , 1998. The Commission finds that exce.pt,onal circumstances prevent Valley 
Telecommunications Cooperative from piov,ding toll control at this ~me due lo the d11ficutty In 
obtafnmg the necessary software upgrades lo proYide the seMce. 

XXII 

The Com"llsslon finds that Valley Telecommun,cations Cooperatrve intends to provide 
Lifeline and l.Jnk Up programs 10 qualifying customers throug1'0Ut ,ts service area consistent with 
stale and federal rules and oroers 

XXIII 

The Corr 111ission finds that Valley Telecommun,cahons Cooperative shall adven1se the 
availab,Uty of the services supported by the federal universal service support mechani sm and the 
charges therefor throoghoul ,ts service area using media of general distnbu1k>n once each year. The 
Commission further finds that if the rate for any of the services supported by the federal universal 
service support mechan,sm changes, the new rate must be advertised using media of general 
dlstnbll1ion 

XXIV 

Pursuant to 47 USC. § 214(e)(5). the Commission designates Valley Telecommunications 
Cooperalive's current study area as its service area. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Commlss,on has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant 10 SOCL Chapters 1·26, 49-31 , 
and 47 u.s.c § 214. 

II 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(8)(2), the CommlsSton Is required to designate a common 
earner that meets the requirements of sectlon 214(e)( 1) as an ETC for a service area designated 
by the Commission 

Ill 

Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(1J, a common carrier that Is designated as an ETC is eligible 
lo receive untYersal servtee support and shall. tllroughoul Its service area. offer the services that are 
supported by federal universal service support mechanisms either using its own faciltties or a 
combination of i lS own faollties and resale of another carrie(s services. The carrier must also 
advet1ise the avadabiftty of such servtees and the rates for the services using media of general 
dis1ribu1ton. 

IV 

The FCC has deS1gnaled the following services or fundlonahties as tll<>se supported by 
federal universal service suppofi med)anisms: (1) vorce grade access to the pubhc switched 
network, (2) local u~ge; (3) dual tone multi,frequeJIC)' slgnahng or its functional equal; (4 ) single 
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pany sennce Of Its functional equivalent, (5) access to emergency serv,ces. (6) access 10 operator 
services, (7) access to ,nteroxcnange service; (8) access to directory an1stance, and (9) toll 
limrtation for qualifying low-,ncome consumers • 7 C F R § 54 101 (a) 

V 

As 1)1111 ol rlS obltgat,ons as an ETC, 1n ETC ,s required to make av11l1ble Llfeline and Link 
Up services lo quahfying low-income consumers 47 C.F R § !'>4.405; 47 C F.R § 54,411 

VI 

Valey Teteoommuncations Cooperawe hu met the reqwements of 47 CF R § S4 101(a) 
with the eJ(cOpllon of the ab,hty 10 offer toll control. Pursuant to 47 C F R § S4 101(c), the 
Commiss,on concludes that Volley T etecommuniatoons Cooper11,ve has demonstraled eJ(cepbonal 
circumstance$ that justify granting ,1 a waiver of the requirement to olf'er toll control until December 
31, 1998 

VII 

Valley Telecommunteahons Cooperahve shall provide Ltfehne 1nd Link Up programs to 
qual,fying customers throughoYt Its service area consistent with st11e and federal rules and Ofders 

VIII 

Valley Telecommunicallons Coopefative shah adverttse the availabllny of the seMCes 
~ed by the federal urwersat service Suppot1 rnedWlntsm 1nd the ch.lrges therefOf US1ng me<tlB 
of general d1slnbut 'I\ once eacn year. If the rate for 1rry of tho serviees supponed by the federal 
universal servtee support mechanism changes. lhe new rate shall be advertised us,ng me<1l1 of 
general dtstnbution 

IX 

Pursuan1 to 47 U S.C § 214(e)(5), the Comm,ssooo designates Valley Teteeommunications 
Cooperative's current study area as ,ts service area 

X 

The Commtssoon designates Varley Telecommunreauons Cooperative as an eligible 
telecommunlcatlOlls camer for 11s service area 

It ,s therefore 

ORDERED, that Valey T elecommunlCltions CooperattVe's current study area tS duignated 
as rtS service area, and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORl)ERED. that Valley TelecommunJC.altons Cooperatrve shall be granted a 
wa,ver of the requirement to offer toll control service11 untd Oecembef 31, 1998, and II IS 

FURTHER ORDERED. that Valley TelecommunicabOns CooperatJve shall follow the 
adYe111Stng requvements as listed above: and rt IS 

FURTHER ORDERED, that Valley Telecommunicahoos Cooperattve Is designaled u an 
el,g1ble telecommunicatlons camer for ,ts servtCe area 
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NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that this Order was duly en1ered on the 11 d day of ~mber, 
1997 Pursuant lo SOCL 1-26-32, this Order will take effect 10 days after the date of receipt or 
failure to accept dehvery of the decision by the parties. 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota. this / 1 ~ ay of December, 1997 
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