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IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPUCATION Of MONTANA-DAKOTA 
UTILITIES CO , A OMSION OF MOU 
RESOURCES GROUP, INC FOR 
APPROVAL OF A PLAN TO DEVIATE 
FROM PURCHASED GAS COST 
ADJUSTMENT RATE a8 

l'uhl k I 1ililil" ( ·ommi,,ion nf lht· Sl.ih' of Smtih Uakola 



'Y MOOTANA-DAKOTA 
lf1UTES(X} 

Mr W ilham Bullard, Jr 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Pubhc Ut1ht1es 
Comrmss1on 

State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre , SO 57501 

Dear Mr Bullard· 

November 28, 1997 

SOL 
UT 

Re· Oocket No. NG97-_ 
Refund Plan 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co (Montana-Dakota), a Division of MDU Resources Group, 
Inc., respectfully requests Commission approval of a plan to deviate from Purd'lased 
Gas Cost Adjustment (PGA) Rate 88 in order to disburse a refund expected to be 
receiv9d from W illiston Basin Interstate Pipel ine Company (W illiston Basin) prior to 
December 31 . 1997 The refund relates to Willi ston Basin's Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) Docket No RP92-163. The refund period is June 1, 1992 through 
December 31, 1995 including interest accrued through the day of the refund. The 
refund is not applicable to customers served from the East River natural gas system. 

The actual amount of the refund due to Montana-Dakota is not known at this lime, 
However, the refUOU Is expected to be substantial enough to require special treatment 
outside the normal PGA process after applying the refund to the unrecovered gas cost 

ac:c:ount as required by Rate 88, 

Given the magnitude of the expected refund amount, Montana-Dakota is once again 
proposing a cash refund plan similar to the refund plan approved by this Commission in 
Docket No. NG94--013 and the cash refund of the PGA deferred balance m- by 
Montana-Dakota in June of 1996 and approved in Docket No. NG96-008. Montana­
Dakota proposes to first apply the refund to the unrecovered gas cost account balance, 
pursuant to Rate 88. and issue a cash refund for the remaining amount to all customers 
who took gas sales service dunng the most recent twelve month period prior to making 

the refund 

The process and relative details for the disbursement are desaibed below: 



the refund 

The process and relative details for the disbursement are desaibed below: 

Montana-Dakota Wlll first apply the refund to the unrecoverod gas cost account, 
wtuch had an unrecovered balance of $1 6 m1thon as of October 31 , 1997 This 
step will eliminate an ongoing posItIve surcharge ad1ustment of 36 8¢ per dk for 
res1dent1a1 and general service customers wtuch was implemented May 1. 1997 and 
scheduled to be effective through Apn1 30, 1998 (1 e a reduction of 36 8¢ per dk) 
Ally amount subm11ted to the Comm1ss1on for reimbursement of !he htigahon 
expenses associated with Docket No RP92-163 w,11 be deducted from the refund 
The remaInIng amount will be refunded 10 customers 1n accordance with the 

prop0SE-d plan 

All current customers \I/ho purchased sales gas for the most recent 1 2 month period 
(for example between November 1, 1996 and October 31 , 1997) will receive a 
refund cheek The refund amount for each customer will be based on each 
rustomer's actual decatherms (dk) of gas used durmg that twelve-month penod 
mutt1phed by the applicable refund per dk. which will be determined when the total 

refund amount Is known 

Checks will be processed and mailed from the Company's general office All insert 
e,cpla1ning the refund will be included w1lh each check Please see Anachment A, 

page 1 for a copy of the proposed check insert 

• The Company has changed some meter reading routes wtuch affected meter read 
da1es and customers' account numbers dunng the past year 1n order to effectively 
ut1hze new eleciroruc meter reading equipment Because the refund cheeks are 
,ssued based on customers' account numbers, cusIomers thal have been rerouted 
may receive two to three refund checks and those checks may or may not be sent 
on the same day This also occurred dunng lhe last refund 

Checks of less than $2 wi11 001 be processed t>eCause of the cost involved These 
amounts will be aed1ted to Ihe standard PGA account unless a customer requests a 
refund In accordance 1Mth federal law. any refund due to customers who filed 
bankruptcy wi ll be used 10 offset any amount due the Company as a result of 

bankruptcy 

Customers whOse accounts are more than 60 days m arrears W1II receive !heir 
refund !hrough a one-time cred1I to their gas b111s Any amount of refund greater 
than the amount In arrears will be refunded to the customer with a check. For 
accounts that have been wnlten off, the refund amount will be eted1ted to the 
reserve for uncollect1ble accounts up to the amount wntten off Please see 



Attachment A, page 2 for the proposed language to be included on the customer 
bills reflecting this credit 

No refund will be a-edited to a customer's account unless the customer is in 60 day 
arrears or more 

Refund chedts will be made out to the party shown on the Company's account 
record The refund calculation will be shown on each customer's check voucher 
pertaining lo that partirular account 

Checks returned to the Company will be handled in accordance with South Dakota 
statutes concerning unclaimed property. Any checks returned to the Company will 
be placed into a reserve account. tf unciaimed after one year, the amount and 
necessary information will be forwarded to the South Dakota State Treasurers 
Office, Abandoned Property Division If someone ciaims the check, they will make 
apphcallon to Montana-Dakota using a prescribed form. If no one claims the money 
after a reasonable attempt has been made to locate lhe rightful owner by the 
Abandoned Property Division, 1t will become the rustody of the state. 

A report detailing the actual results of the refund will be filed with the Commission 
within 90 days after the refund is completed. 

A waiver from the present Section 5 (a) (3) of the PGA tariff, which specifies that all 
refunds received shall be credited to the unrecovered purchased gas oost account, Is 
required lo permit the cash refund Montana-Dakota herewith requests such waiver. 

As ,n the above referenced cases, Montana-Dakota requests Commission approval to 
recover its out-of-pocket oosts associated with the cash refund to customers. The out­
of-pocket oosts relate to postage, envelopes and checks. Approximate out-of-pocket 
oosts, basud on previous Commission authorized refunds is $20,500. Montana-Dakota 
requests Commission approval to deduct the out-of-pocket costs from the refund due 
South Dakota rustomers. The actual out-of-pocket oosts associated with Iha refund wUI 
be determined upon completion of the refund process and any difference between the 
estimate and the actual amount will be reflected ,n the PGA deferred account 

Montana-Dakota herewith seeks approval to proceed under the refund plan desaibed 
above Montana-Dakota anticipates receiving the refund in 1997 and must have 
approval of its refund plan by December 31 , 1997 In o«ler lo avoid costly lax 
consequences As .such. expedited treatment of this application is requested. Upon 
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receipt of the refund. the allocation of the refund amount to South Dakota and the 
resull1ng refund amount per dk w,11 be flied with the Commission 

Please refm all Inqu,nes regarding th1s fihng to 

Donald R Ball 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Montana-Dakota Ul1hties Co 
400 North Fourth Streel 
Bismarck., NO 58501 

Also please send copies of all wrttten ,nqu,nes, COf"respondence and pleadings to. 

Mr Douglas W Schulz 
Senior Attorney 
Montana-Dakota Uttlmes Co 
400 North Fourth Street 
B,smarck. NO 58501 

The ong1nal and ten (10) copies of this Letter of Transmittal have been prov1ded to the 
South Dakota Public Uhht,es Comm1Ssion 

Montana-Dakota re~pectfully requests that this fil ing be accepted as being in full 
comphance 'Mth the filing requirements of this Commission 

Please ackn<>w4edge receipt by stamping or Initialing the duplicate copy of this letter 
attached hereto and returning the same in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped 

envelope 

Sincerely, 

~/(~ 
Donald R Ball 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 

cc W Fox 
D Schulz 



cc W Fux 
D Schulz 

South Dakota Refund 
Check Stuffer 

Attachment A 
Page 1 of 2 

In 1992, W1ll1ston Basin lnlerstate P1pehne Company, Montana-Dakota Ulilil1es 

Co 's (Mon1ana-Dakota) wholesale natural gas supplier and transporter, fi led with the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERG) for a wholesale natural gas rate 

increase FERG rules allowed the requested higher rates to become effective subject 

to refund wh11e !he case was being decided. Montana-Dakota paid the higher rates and 

passed the increase through to its retail customers 

Vanous par11es, 1nclud1ng the South Dakota Public Utihlies Commission (PUC) 

intervened at the FERG to protest cer1a1n issues within Williston Basin's request. As a 

result of a FERG Order, W11hston Basin has given a refund, including interest, to its 

customers 1nciuding Montana-Dakota Montana-Dakota is in tum issuing refund checks 

(including interest) to its customers 

Pubhc Ulll1t1es Comm1ss1oners Jim Burg, Pam Nelson and Laska Schoenfelder 

have approved MDU°s proposed refund plan The enclosed refund check 1s based on a 

refund amount per decatherm (dk) of natural gas registered by your gas meter from 

___ through ____ _ The calculalton is shown on the check 



Bill Message 

South Dakota Refund 
Accounts 60 Days or> Arrears 

Speoal PGA Refund Apphed $ _ _ 
See 8111 Insert For More lnformahon 

Attachment A 
Page 2 of 2 

Bill Insert 
Your bi ll for this month renects a credit resulhng from a refund received from 

Montana-Dakota Ut1ht1es Co 's {Monlana-Oakota) gas suppher and transporter. In 1992, 

W 1lhston Bas,n Interstate P1pelme Company, Montana-Dakota's wholesale natural gas 

supplier and transpor1er, filed with tl'\e Federal Energy Regulatory Commission {FERC) for 

a wholesale natural gas rate increase. FERC rules allowed the requested higher rates to 

become effective subject to refund while the case was being decided. Montana-Dakota 

paid the higher rates and passed the increase through to its retail customers. 

Various parties mcluding the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) 

intervened al the FERC lo protest certain issues within W illiston Ba1in·s request. As a 

result of a FERC Order, Wilhston Basin has given a refund, Including interest. to 111 

customers tncluchng Monlana-Oakota. Montana-Dakota is in tum issuing refunds 

(including interest) to its cuslomers. 

Public Utilities Commissioners Jim Burg, Pam Nelson and Laska Schoenfelder 

have approved MDU's proposed refund plan. The credit applied to your bill is based on a 

refund amount per decalherm (dk) of natural gas registered by your gas meter from 

___ through _____ . 



___ through ____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO., A 
DMSKJN OF MDU RESOURCES GROUP, INC. 
FOR APPROVAL OF A PLAN TO DEVIATE 
FROM PURCHASED GAS COST 
ADJUSTMENT RATE 88 

ORDER APPROVING 
WAIVER; AUTHORIZING 

REFUND; AND ASSESSING 
REIMBURSEMENT OF 

COMMISSION EXPENSES 
NG97-020 

On December 1, 1997. Montana-Dakola Ut1ht1es Co (MOU) filed an application with 
!he South Dakota Public Uhhltes Commission (Comm,ss1on) to deviate from the Purchased 
Gas Cost Ad1ustment (PGA) Rate 88 ,n order to disburse a refund expected to be received 
from W 1lhston Bas,n Interstate P1pel1ne Company (W1ll1ston) prior 10 December 31 , 1997 
The refund results from proceedings 1nvolv1ng WIlhsIon before the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Comm1ss1on (FERC) in Docket number RP92-163 and related dockets The 
refund resulled from rates ,n effect June 1, 1992 through December 31 , 1995, including 
interest accrued through the day of the refund The refund ts not apphcable to customers 

served from MOU's East River natural gas system 

MOU proposed d1str1but1ng the refund to Black Hills system customers who took 
sales service during the most recen; twelve month period pnor to the refund The total 
refund for South Dakota w,11 total apprmumately five m1lhon five hundr9d thousand dol lars. 
MOU estimates ,ts out-of-p0Cket expenses for postage, envelopes and checks to make a 
cash refund will be twenty thousand five hundred dollars MOU requests Commission 
approval to deduci the oul -of.pockel costs from the refund due South Dakota customers. 

A waiver from Section S(a)(3) of the present PGA tariff, wh1ch spec1f1es that a11 
refunds rece1Ved shall be cred1ted to the unrecovered purchased gas cost account. is 
required to permit the cash refund MOU has requested a waiver from the aforementioned 

section 

The Comm1ss1on has been represented m W1lhston dockets by Alan Roth of the 
Washington, DC law finn of Spiegel & Mc01arm1d Chesapeake Regulatory Consultants 
provided economic. accounting and olher exper1 advice and Comm1ss1on staff expended 
lime and effort m this matter Pursuant to SDCL 49-34A-72. the Comm,ss1on can recover 
expenses incurred 1n 1111gatmg a rate , cer11ftcate or related proceeding before a federal 
agency, such as FERC The Comm1ss1on's total ht1gat1on expenses 1n this matter are 

$1 36.104 72 

Al. 11s regularly scheduled December 18, 1997. meeting, the Comm1ss1on considered 
this mailer The Comm1ss1on finds that ti has 1unsd1C11on over this matter pursuant to 
SDCL Chapter 49-34A spec,l,cally SDCL 49-34A-4(10), 49-34A-26 and 49-34A-72 

Fur1her, the Comm,ssKJO finds that the requested waiver of Section 5{e)(3) of MDU's 
PGA tanff and the disbursement of the cash refund to South Dakota customers 1s 1ust and 
reasonable and shall be approved Further, lhe Comm1ss1on finds that MDU's recovery 
of actual out-of-pcx;ket expenses estimated to be twenty thousand five hundred dollars 1s 



Further, the Comm1ssKWl finds that the reQUested waiver of Section 5(a)(3) of MDU's 
PGA tanff and t e disbursement of the cash refund to South Oakola customers 1s 1us1 and 
reasonable and shall be appro \l'ed Further. the Comm1ss1on finds !hat MDU's recovery 
of actual out-of-pocket expenses estunated to be twenty thousand ftve hundred dollars 1s 

reasonable subject to subrmss,on of venf1ed refund reports to lhe Commission, one of 
which 1s 10 be Med w11h the Comm1ss1on w1th1n 90 days after the refund ,s made and 
another at tne time unclaimed refunds are forwarded to the Treasurer of the State of South 
DakOla 1n accordance wilh abandoned property laws of the state of South Dakota Al so, 
the Comm1ss1on's expenses, totalhng $136. 104 72, shat\ be assessed to MDU, to be 
applted against the South Dakota portion of lhe refund MOU received from W1lhston II 1s 

therefore 

ORDERED, that Section 5(a ){3) of MDU's PGA tariff ,s hereby waived and MOU 
shall make d1stnbut1on of a cash refund to all South Dakota customers who took gas sales 
seN1ce during the most recent twelve month period pnor 10 the refund, excluding MDU's 

East R1¥'er temtory, and 1t 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that MOU ,s hereby authorized to deduct its actual out-of­
pocket expenses. which are estimated to be twenty thOusand five hundred dollars, from 
the refund due South Dakota customers. subject to subm1ss1on of verified refund reports 
to the Convn1ss,on one of wh1dl ,s 10 be filed With the Comm1sst0n w1th1n 90 days after the 
refund tS made and another at the time unclaimed refunds are forwarded to the Treasurer 

of the State of South Dakota, and 11 1s 

FURTHER ORDERED. that MOU shall reimburse the Comm1ss1on for 11s hligat1on 
expenses pertaining to W11hston's FERC dockets ,n lhe amount of $136,104 72, which 
shall be recovered from the South Dakola portion of the refund MOU received from 

W 1lhslon, and 11 ,s 

FURTHER ORDERED, that MDU shall submit the let1er of explanation which is to 
be mailed With the refund. to the Comm1ss1on's Executive Director for approval pnor to 1ts 

dispatch 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this : 11/ti day of December. 1997 

CUl:tlflCATf: Of SlflVK:f 

The ~ ""''°" U'fll« r,,.. ttw 
~ P>MIINrl--S~ ""°" .. .,..,,.. °' 
f~on:111'10. 00Cql Nllsttcl Cl'IN~-­
"-' by f~Of bftnl~ ... ... ~ 
'°"'l!IMd/ff.,.,,... wlth~cw~llw-

/."((/1/l-( 

/ ._ _________ __.,_ 



MONTANA-DAKOTA 
UTUTIESIXJ 

Mr. Wilham Bul lard, Jr 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Pubhc Ut1l1t1es 

CommiSSl l')O 

State Capitol Building 
500 East Capitol 
Pierre. SD 57501 

December 23. 1997 

RECEIVED 

OEC 7 ; 1997 

SOUTH OAK OT A PUBLIC 
UTILITIES c-:w.1A1~s10N 

Re: Refund Plan Docket No. NG97-020 

Montana-Dakota Utlhties Co. (Montana-Dakota), a Division of MOU Re10U1ce1 Group, 
Inc., respectfully submits an original and ten ( 10) copies of a Revised Pl.f'Chased Gu 
Cost Adjustment (PGA) Tariff Sheet for January, 1998 for the Black Hills system. The 
purpose of this filing 1s to el1m1nate the existing surcharge adjustment effective with bills 
rendered on and after January 1, 1998 in accordance with the Commission approved 
Refund Plan for processing W illiston Basin Interstate Pipeline Company's rate refund 
to be received by Montana-Dakota on or before December 31 , 1997. 

The effect of the ehmination of the existing surcharge ls a decrease of S.368 per dk for 
residenllal and firm general service customers, a decrease of $ .431 per elk for large 
intem.Jptible customers and a decrease of $.469 per dk for the Air Force from the rates 
previously authonzed l ,J be effective January 1, 1998. Revised Exhibit A sunvnarizes 
the gas cost edjustmenI for January 1998 reflecting the el imination of the existing 
surcharge adJustment 

Montana•Oakota respectfully requests that this fil ing be accepted as being in full 
compliance with the filing requirements of this Commission. 

Please acknowledge reco1pl by stamping or initialing the duplicate copy of this latte, 
attached hereto and retum,ng the same in the enclosed self•addressed, stamped 
envelope 

Altachmon!S 
cc O Schulz 

W Fox 

~l!/k/t 
Donald R. Ball 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 



OC U .)(TIUIZ 

W Fox 

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

COUNTY OF BURLEIGH 
ss 

Donald R Ball, being first duly sworn, deposes and says; that he is the Regulatory 

Affairs Manager of Montana-Dakota Ut1ht1es Co., the Applicant herein: that he has read 

the foreoomg Apphcat,on, knows the contents thereof, and that the same is true and 

c:orrec:t to the best of his knowledge, 1nformat1on and belief. 

Dated this 23rd day of December 1997 

£..&fllld'/ 
Donald R. Ball 

Subscnbed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of December 1997. 

OF COUNSEL 

Douglas W Schulz 
Senior Attorney 
Montana-Dakota Ullhl1es Co 
400 Nonh Fourth Street 
B1sma,d<, ND 58501 
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MONTANA.OAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
POA TA.RIFF SHEET 

BL.ACK HILLS SYSTEM 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1ttl 

General ....,,,. "' 
~ ~ 

Fon:e 

S0.2U S0.790 S0.512 

~ ~ 1so.m1 

(SO.la&) S0.171 (SO.OIi) 

~ ~ 
S0.000 

__J!!;!!!l ---!!Jll. po.011) 

~ ~ 
S0.881 

~ ....J!!;!!!l. 111.!!!J 

$3.700 12.014 11.905 
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MONI'ANA-DAKOTA 
UTlflfSOO 

Mr Vlilham Bullard Jr 
Soutn Oa ota PubhC Ul1h1tBS 

COffll"NSSK>n 

State Capnol Bu1ld1ng 
500 East Capitol 
Poerre S057501 

July 7, 1998 

RECE IVED 

!UL 199~ 

SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Re NG97-020 

Dear Mr Bullard 

Montana-Dakota Ut1ht1es Co , a 0 1v1sion of MDU Resources Group, Inc , 
nerewi submits the refund report regarding the disbursement of the refund 
received from W1lhston Basin Interstate Pipeline pursuant to the Commission's 
Cl<def Claled December 24, 1997 

Please~ receipt by stamping or ,nitiahng the duplk:ate copy of this 
le'ie! attached hereto and returning the same in the enclosed self~addressed, 

stan"4)ed envelope 

-cc D Ball 
R Mulkern 
T Aberie 

Sincerely, 

,2JII.IY/ 
Donald R. Ball 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 



a: 0 Ball 
R Mulkern 
T t\J:>er1e 

Montana-Dakota Utilities Co. 
Gu Uti lity - South D•kota 

Refund Report 
Docket No. NG97--020 

Tot.al Amount to be Refunded 

Leu 
PGA Deferred Account balances eliminated 
SO PUC ~Jgaoon expenses per Order issued 12/24/97 
EstJmated ncremental eiq>enses assooated with refund 

Estamated Ne! Refund 

Actual Refund 
~ Accounts 

40 937 Current accounts 
3 025 30 days deltnquent accounts 

392 60-90 days deltnquent 
316 Wntten-otf accounts 

Company Consumption & CNG 
Large interruptible Accounts 

Air Force 
Total Relund 

Actual incrymental HpenHS: 
Checks & EnvelOpes 
Bank. serv,ce chz:rges 
lnnrbng, postaoe & handling 
Pmting c.osts- in~ tnformauon 
Overtime (.ncludes k)adH"lg} 

Total adual inaemental expenses 
Less esbmated incremental e:q,enses 
Adart.lonal ine,emental expenses assoeiated wrth refund 

R.ap of the effeCU on the PQA account : 
Refund amounts under $2 00 1/ 

Rounding difference auooated with refund 
A.ctUIII Expenses Over/(Undef) Estimate 

Net ~lance to be rec.overed through PGA 

11 Retuno1 less than $2 00 averaged :$57 per account 

$5.374.060 

862,630 
136.105 
20.500 

$4.354,625 

Refund Amount 

$3,647,482 
217.687 

46.532 
•S.421 

6 ,583 
15.605 

173.226 
$4,352,536 

$2,194 
2.5n 

1-&,319 
403 

55 
S,9,5'3 

20,500 
(S957) 

($1 .186) 
(1 ,103) 

(957) 
($3,246) 



Actual Expenses Over/(Under} Estimate (957) 
Net balance to be recovered through PGA ($3.2"6) 

ti Ret s less than $2 00 averaged S57 per ac.count 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO., A 
OtVISION OF MDU RESOURCES GROUP, INC. 
FOR APPROVAL OF A PLAN TO DEVIATE 
FROM PURCHASED GAS COST 
ADJUSTMENT RA TE BB 

ORDER CLOSING DOCKET 

NG97-020 

On December 1 1997 Montana•Dakota Ut1hties Co (MDU) filed an application with 
tne South Oak.ota Pubhc Utllrt1es Comm1ss1on {Commission) to dev1ate from the Purchased 
Gas Cos AdJUstment (PGA) Rate 88 1n order to dtsburse a refund expected to be received 
from W 1lhston Basin ln1ersta1e P1pehne Company {W1\hston) pnor to December 31 , 1997 
The rel ,no resulted from proceedings 1nvotv1ng W1thston before the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Comm1ss1on (FERC) 1n Docket number RP92•163 and related dockets The 
re nd resu ed from rates 1n effect June 1 1992 through December 31 , 1995. 1nclud1ng 
mteres1 accn.,eo t ough the day of the refund The refund 1s not apphcable to customers 

serveo from MOU s East River natural gas system 

MOU proPC>sed d1stnt>ut,ng the refund 10 Black Hills system customers who took 
sa,es service ounng the most recent twelve month period pnor 10 the refund The total 
~ for Sooth Dakota will total appro1mnately five m1thon five hundred thousand dollars 

MOU estima1ed s out.of.poc.ket ex;>enses for postage envelopes and checks to make a 
cas re od will be twenty thousand five hundred dollars MDU requested Comm1ss1on 
approval to deduCt the out-of•pocket costs from the refund due South Dakota customers 

A wa ive, from Section 5(a)(3) of the present PGA 1ariff, which speaf,es that all 
refunds rece ed shall be credited to tne unrecovered purchased gas cost account, was 
required o perm the cash refund MDU requested a waiver from the aforementioned 

secuon 

Tne Comm1ss1on was represented 1n W,lhston dockets by Alan Roth of the 
Wash on DC law firm of Sptegel & Mc01arm1d Chesapeake Regulatory Consultants 
prCMOeO ec:ooorrnc accounting and other expert advice and Comm1ss1on staff expended 
,me and effort ll"l this maner Pursuant to SDCL 49•3.4 A-72, the Comm1ss1on can recover 
eK;>8nses incurred 1n lrt1ga11ng a rate cert1f1cate or related proceeding before a federal 
agency sucn as FERG The Comm1ss1on·s lotal ht19at1on expenses 1n this matter are 

S 36 72 

1'J. ,ts regularly scneouled December 1 B 1997 meeting the Comm1ss1on considered 
rs man8! Ttle Commission found that 11 has 1unsd1ct1on over this matter pursuant to 

SDCL Cna;,ter <9-3"A soecrt,cally SDCL 49-3"A-4(10). 49-3"A-26 and 49-3"A-72 



Furt er I e Comm1ssIon found that lhe requested waiver of Section S(a)(3) of 
MDU's PGA tanff ano the d1sbufsement of the cash refund 10 South Dakota customers was 
1ust and reasonable and approved same Further the Comm1ss1on found that MDU's 
recovery of actual ou1-0f-pocke1 expenses es11ma1ed to be twenty thousand five hundred 
d011ars Is reasonable ~ to subm1ss,on of verified refund reports 10 the Comm1ss1on, 
one of wrucn Is 10 be Meo with the Comm1ssIon wi h1n 90 days after the refund 1s made and 
anotnef at the tcme unC1a1med refunds are forwarded to the Treasurer of the State of South 
Dal(ota In accordance with abandoned property laws of the state of South Dakota The 
Comm1ss1ons expenses totalling S136 10d 72 were assessed to MDU, to be applied 
against ne Sout Dal(.ota portion of the refund MDU received from W t1hston 

Al I1s regularly SCheduled June 8 1999 meeting the Comm1ss1on received a report 
from Commission sta on his docket and after considering same voted 10 close the 

docket It Is therefore 

O,lOERED t at dock.el NG97-020 Is hereby closed 

Dated at Pierre South Dakota this ~ day of June, 1999 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
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PAM NE(S6 C°"?m1ssIoner 
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LASK'.A SCHOENFELDER, Comm1ss1oner 
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