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August 28 , 1997 

Mr Wilham Bullard 
Executive Director 

,.. .~."' 

South Dakota Pubhc Uldrties Commiss10n 
State Caprtol Bu11d1ng 
500 East Caprtol 
Pierre, SO 57501-5070 

RECEIVED 

P LIC 
,ON 

Re Gas Transportahon Tariff Change • Fuel Retention Percentage 

Dear Mr Bullara 

Endosed are an oog inal and ten copies of 2nd Revised Sheet No. 6.2 of Section 
No 5 of Northweslem·s med Natural Gas Tariff This filing is made to comply 
wrth the fuel re1ent10n provist0ns of Paragraph 7 of the Gas Transportation Tariff 
General Terms and Conditions. Those provis10ns call fOf the retenHon 
percentage for the Company's South Dakota distribution system to be adjusted 
annualty, to be effect,ve October 1. based on the adual percentage incurred by 
the Company 10< the poor 12 month period ending July 31 , 

The new fuel retention percentage proposed to be effective October 1. 1997 is 
2 17% This 1s a decrease of 0.89% from the currently effecttve retention 
percentage of 3 06% Exhibrt A, anached, shows the computation of the actual 
percentage WlCUrred by the Company 10< the twelve month period ending July 1, 
1997 

Northwestern asks that the proposed retent,on percentage be approved to be 
effecarve October 1, 1997 In addition, we request a waiver of any and all 
appkable notice requirements , If any, necessary to allow said retention 
percentage to be effective as proposed 

S1ncerety, 

Thomas P Hrtchcock 
Manager • Regulatory and Pncing Servtces 

endosure 
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Cl.ASS ot-· SER\'I Ct:: Gu Tr■ n.1porta1io11 Tarifls 
RA TE Ot:SIG~A TIO'- : GtnrnJ Trrms and Conditiom 

(Con·o 
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Stt1N>II No.~ 
S!ttt1No.Y 
ShtttNo. !J 

(al Gefl('fa\ - Gas i.hall be and sh1ll rcma1n the propm) of 1he Custo mer "h1lc 
bcmg 1ransponcd and dd1\·c1ed b\ the Companv rhe Compan • shall not be 
l1abll"' to the Cus1o me1 for an\ loss a11smg from or out o f Gas Transpona11on 

cn1c~ "h1le m the Co mpany's s, s1rni 01 for any 01her cause. c.-.:ccpt for 
gros~ or "'llfol neghgcncc of1he Compan)1S own employees The Company 
rc~r'\CS the nght to commmglr gas of the Customer "1th 01hrr gas suppli~ 
mcludmg pro pane and hquefied natural gas 

fhl ln..ural}!:t' •-,ht· Cu~tomcr shall be responsible for determ,mng the eX"tcnt of 
and mamtammg all msunincc 11 dttms nt.-ct' SIi) 10 prot l"CI us propcny 
mt('fcst m \Uch ga~ before. dunng and afler receipt by the Company 

Rt"tf'nlion: ,\ Cu,ton'ICT or Group Custonl('r 1f apphcablc. shall havr the option 
10 choo~ one of the follO\'ITIS n~hods to appl) rc1cn11o n 

\)pl1011 ~ thidc\cd llbcdl fhc uh,c of rctenoon ih::111 be determined~ mullipl)ing 1) the 
fflOfllhh a\Clil~ prtt"r: plu~ .ippllOibk' mtcnusr p,pchnc ltan~uon h;uga as rr:poncd ,n 1he 
en 'o .. ,h ui, \\1 .-c 1ooc-~ fot Q.h pipeli ne , .... :-.G ~hdC"onllnr:ot Pool,ng Potnl) llnlCI Ill the 
RnCftl.lO'I tlCf«nui tun,.""> m l the' l>c:lr,n,o ·1 his ,:.IIIC 1ohilll be b1lkd mon1hl} Th11 bdhnx 
w.11 r.-pC'kM c;onip:,,Qtion for l.osi .and Lnxcourucd fo• Ci.a~ The Rctc.ntlOTI pcrca11aa,c for 
!he c~·, SoM!h O· DU d,~nbuoon 1'SICIU tJ .! 1 ..... and 14111 be .t~cd annuall\ . to be 
dlo.,11c- Ocwbc-1' I boned on the actw.l per ,w,ag,c 111,curted b\ lhc: Con1~n\ for 1hc pno, 11 
month pcnod cndn,,: Jul\ ~ I Rctenoon .. mouots colkc1cd undct this opoon 14111 be crc,:hlcd 10 
\pcm,( Ill PG.\ IIUC...., fthng~ If lhc CustonlC'I or Group Customc.J. doo no4 •elect OIIC oflhc 
.. ~ pt'~cd 10 thl\ l~ IIIIOrl o;a711()n re1cn11on ~II Jx c.ikublcd as IUlc.d 10 this 
pMilp .. 

{lpclOfl 1 140 tlnl.1nd1 n1e Cw~tomer or Group Customer ,f appli.::iblc upon l\tuten rcqUCM.. 
m.,, dd1,er rctcn11on quan111io ml.md l"tlC rcquc.-si shall include the Custon1C1 1 :t«OUnl 
-.bc:1 an.I thc: •I(! , nunlbc:I o( 14h h 1nl,11C1 rr:1en1ion 11,ix,n! rcqucsac.d and ~ II bcdcl,,crcd 
IO lhc: omp;;in, S lq>racnl.Jll\ e Lpon Ille Compan\ t, l. 0014 lcdgn1CIU of the ICCC:lpl of the 
rcquot lhc C1o1Von1Ct iol\;tll be allo,.ed 10 dd1, cr rctcnuoo \olumci 11\Amd The Customc.r 1h.lll 
ka, c 1hc opuon 10 11.1, c lhc: qu.inu1, of u :111sport.at1011 g:i.:. rccr:1\ l'd from the tr.msportmJ ppchnc 
rC'ductd upon dch,m 10 the Cu)lonic,. b\ a ft,cd percentage: of.! ,,-. uo be adJUflcd u Kt 

lonh abo, I Mhi..h WU 1cpra;cn1 ( Dnlp:'11~\IOTI for Compam-Uscd (ju and I.Mt and 
Lsuo:ountcd Foi Ga) \\'here foci 1emibu11iCfflCnl 1) 11il.1nd. the suixb,d fuel cakulauon 
n1ed1,1111wn b lh•~ I) rcl.itcd 10 IIIC' non11 r1.1t1ng p,occ.~. ihould be t l -((ilCI ,,,1 10011 muh1phcd h,· 
tc«ip1quan1m • dcll\CI} quanut, 

D■tf' f-lkd : AHl'I 2• lff'f [ ffttthc- Date-: Otifobrr I J997 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING BY 
NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANY FOR TARIFF REVISIONS 

ORDER APPROVING TARIFF 
REVISIONS 
NG97-013 

On August 29 1997 the Pubhc Ut1h1ies Comm,ss,on (Comm1ss1on) received a fll1ng 
from NorthwesIern Pubhc Service Company (NWPS) for approval of rev1s1ons to its 2nd 
Revised Sheet No 6 2 of Sect ion No 5 of NWPS' ftled Natural Gas Tanff According to 
the f1hng "This Ming 1s made 10 comply with the fuel re1ent1on prov1s1ons of Paragraph 7 
a the Gas TranspoftattOn Tariff General Terms and Conditions. Those prov1s1ons call fDf 
the retention percentage for NWPS' South Dakota d1s1nbu11on system 10 be ad1us1ed 
amually to be effective October 1, based on the adual percentage incurred by NWPS for 
the pnor 12 month penod ending July 31 The new fuel retention percentage proposed to 
oe effective Octot>er 1 1997 ,s 2 1704 This 1s a decrease of O 89% from the currently 
effective retention percentage of 3 06% " NWPS also requested a waiver of any and all 
apphcaole notice requirements 

At I1s regularly scheduled meeting on September 25, 1997, the Comm1ss1on 
cons1defed Ih1s matter Comm1ss1on Staff recommended approval 

The Cornm1sStOO finds that 11 has 1ur1sd1d1on over this matter pursuant to SDCL 49-
34A-4 and 49•34A-6 The Commission funher finds that the filing Is Just and reasonable 
and shall t>e approved As the Commission's fmat decision m this mailer. I1Is therefore 

ORDERED that the above mentioned proposed tanff is approved and Is effective 
tor san..1ce rendefed on and after Ociober 1, 1997 

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ~ day of Ociober, 1997 

CUU .. ICAlf Of SERVICE 
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BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
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'J~ 11 BURG. ctfaorma~ 
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PAM NELSON, C~m1ss1oner 
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//,< t.., • S:;.,u-L 
LASKA SCHOENFELDER. Commossrooer 
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