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10.

I, Paul Kenefick-Aschoff, being first duly sworn, state as follows:

I'am an Inspector and Administrator with the Grain Warchouse Program of the South
Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission).

In the course of my job duties, September 7, 2018, Mike Williams from Organic
Producers of Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota Coop (OPINS) called with questions on
licensing as a grain buyer in South Dakota.

Multiple correspondence occurred between commission staff and OPINS from September
2018 to February 2019 on licensing. Attachment |

On February 19, 2019, PUC staff issued the grain buyers license to OPINS. Attachment 2
On March 4, 2019, Commission placed license renewal information in the mail.

On March 18, 2019, the renewal application for OPINS was received. Email was sent
confirming the receipt of application. Reply received that remaining information would
come closer to the renewal deadline. Attachment 3

On May 14, 2019, reminder email was sent out by the Commission to all companies with
an incomplete license renewal.

On May 15, 2019, email was received confirming OPINS desire to not operate as a grain
buyer or renew its grain buyer license in South Dakota. Attachment 4

On November 1, 2021, Mike Williams from OPINS reached out to the Commission with
questions on licensing.

Multiple correspondence occurred between commission staff and OPINS from November
2021 to February 2022 on licensing. Attachment §



I'l. Final licensing paperwork was received on March 8, 2022. License was issued on March
10, 2022, with an effective date of March 8, 2022. Attachment 6

Commission stafl’ worked with OPINS multiple times on licensing as a grain buyer. It was
expressed at different times by OPINS that our licensing process is cumbersome, and that South
Dakota producers are being affected by OPINS inability to buy grain.
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Paul Kenefick-Aschoff
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