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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
Docket EL26-028: Otter Tail Power Company, Big Stone South to Hankinson to Bison 345 kV
Transmission Line
Application for Party Status of Janel Trego-Groth: Detailed Statement of Interests and Reasons (SDCL
49-41B-17(4))

I ask to be made a party to this proceeding. As the owner of land the proposed facility would cross or border, |
am directly interested in it, for the following reasons.

1. My land

Inmh:ﬂinﬁncﬁmﬂandl?,Tawcps%lﬁth . Range 50 West of the 5th P.M., Easter Township,
Roberts County, South Dakota, about&e>0 _ acres in total. My land is less than one mile from the proposed
route. Otter Tail's Application, Table 9-1 (page 27), lists both Section 8 and Section 17 of Township 125 North,
Range 50 West among the sections the proposed centerline and right-of-way cross. | received notice of this
project from Otter Tail by US. mail.

2. How my land is used

My land is farmed by my brother, Darin Fonder, under written farm leases, as cropland, pasture and hay ground.
His home at 46269 Eastman Road sits near the proposed route. He is filing his own application for party status.

3. How the proposed line would affect me
- A permanent easement, transmission structures and right-of-way on or next to my land, for as long as the line
stands, and the possibility that the Applicant will seek to take an easement by eminent domain if I do not
grant one.

» The value of my land, and my ability to sell, lease, divide or build on it in the future.

- The farming use of my land and the income it produces, including structures in fields and pasture, and limits
on equipment and field work near the line.

- Crop loss, soil compaction, and damage to fields, fences, drainage and access during construction and
maintenance.

4. Why I need to be a party

These are my interests as the landowner, separate from my tenant's interests. | do not support the Facility as

proposed. As a party, | intend to take part in discovery and the evidentiary hearing, question the Applicant's

evidence on its effects on my land, and ask the Commission to deny the permit or, if a permit is granted, to

impose conditions that protect my land and the people who live and farm on it, including compliance with any

Roberts County setback.
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