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is not necessary unless the state is planning on Data Centers, which our farmers do not 
want.  
 
Our farmland should be protected and kept in production, not treated as an available 
pathway for infrastructure when other alternatives may exist. 
 
--  
Donald Bauman 
605-542-3041 
 
 
 
Docket Number: EL26-026 Last Name: Bauman  First Name: Justin   Company: 
Farmer   Address: 48356 US HWY 14   City: Elkton   State: SD   Zip: 57026   Phone: 
6056904500    Email: baumanj08@gmail.com   Comments: I am asking for intervenor 
status because I have firsthand experience with the 345kV line that runs by our place. We 
cannot work on an electric fence without grounding the wire every few posts because of 
the static buildup. That one already produces enough stray voltage that when we had a 
specialist come check our dairy for stray voltage in our waterers and outlets, his 
equipment wouldn't work with the interference from this line. That does not make for 
productive farming. One twice that size would only make it worse. Our main source of 
income is our milk cows. They do not produce as much milk with that much static 
electricity. Farmers around us and away from the line have better production. Just the 
sheer noise from the line would be a dull roar anytime it's foggy or wet out. The 345 is loud 
enough that we can hear it easily in my yard. I request to be an intervenor because I know 
firsthand what power lines do to a farming operation. 
 
--  
Justin Bauman 
605-690-4500 
 
 




