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Spring Hill & Spring Lake Farms 
Statement of Property Impacts and Request for Route Modification 
Docket EL26-026 — PowerOn Midwest Project 

Affected property: 

• Spring Hill: SE ¼, Section 30, Township 115 North, Range 47 West. 
• Spring Lake: NE ¼, Section 31, Township 115 North, Range 47 West. 

BlackFork, LLC, formerly BlackFork Land & Cattle Company, owns the Spring Hill and Spring 
Lake farms. BlackFork is the Ommen family’s 3,000-acre farming business, established in 1889. 
Over the years, we have expanded the operation to include BlackFork Farms Distillery and 
BlackFork Game Lodge. 

Spring Hill and Spring Lake are integral to our family and our businesses. The proposed 
transmission route would cut diagonally through Spring Hill and directly affect land with deep 
personal significance, established recreational uses, and planned residential use. 

1. Spring Hill — Our Family’s Final Resting Place 

At the heart of Spring Hill is a native prairie hill with grasses and trees. A year-round spring 
flows from its side, forming a small creek that runs northwest into a large wetland, with the Blue 
Bell Hills in the distance. To the southwest sits a 1938 barrel-nose Ford like the one driven by 
my grandfather, Henry Ommen. 

This is a special and sacred place for our family. We gather here after the loss of loved ones and 
scatter ashes. We are in the process of formally establishing Spring Hill as a natural family 
cemetery. 

As currently depicted, the proposed transmission line cuts diagonally across Spring Hill, directly 
over the native prairie hill and flowing spring. A transmission line through this location would 
fundamentally alter the beauty, quiet, and serenity that make it meaningful as our family’s final 
resting place. 



2. Spring Hill and Spring Lake — Essential to BlackFork Game Lodge 

Together, these farms serve as the primary hunting grounds for guests staying at BlackFork 
Game Lodge. We have spent years developing food plots and wildlife habitat. Their natural 
beauty, sweeping views, and peaceful rural setting are central to the experience we offer. 

We have made a significant investment in the Game Lodge, and these farms are essential to its 
success. A transmission corridor through the property would compromise that setting and could 
materially harm the guest experience and the value of our investment. 

3. Spring Lake — Planned Family Homesite 

Spring Lake also holds long-term importance for our family. We have spent years developing a 
largemouth bass population in this spring-fed lake and plan to build a home overlooking it for a 
family member. 

The proposed transmission route would adversely affect the setting and desirability of this 
planned homesite and diminish the benefits of the improvements we have made. 

Prior Discussions and Requested Route Change 

Last summer, I met with representatives of the project developer and explained the importance of 
these properties to our family and businesses. I described why transmission lines would be 
incompatible with these uses, and we discussed moving the proposed route off our property. 

We request that the applicants revise the route to avoid both the Spring Hill and Spring Lake 
farms. We also request a detailed review of alternative alignments that would protect our 
family’s resting place, the hunting grounds supporting BlackFork Game Lodge, and the planned 
family homesite. 

These concerns involve existing family practices, years of habitat improvements, substantial 
business investment, and specific plans for the property’s future. We ask that these uses receive 
meaningful consideration before the transmission route is approved. 

 

 

Gordon W. Ommen 
CEO & Owner 

BlackFork, LLC / BlackFork Land & Cattle Company 
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Comments: BlackFork, LLC requests party status as the owner of the Spring Hill and Spring 
Lake farms in Deuel County, South Dakota: the SE ¼ of Section 30 and the NE ¼ of Section 
31, Township 115 North, Range 47 West. As currently depicted, the proposed transmission 
route crosses Spring Hill, directly affecting BlackFork’s property and its existing and 
planned uses. Spring Hill contains native prairie, a year-round spring, and a family 
gathering and memorial site where ashes of loved ones have been scattered. The family is 
in the process of formally establishing a natural family cemetery at this location. Spring Hill 
and Spring Lake also provide the primary hunting grounds for BlackFork Game Lodge. 
Years of investment in wildlife habitat and food plots, together with the properties’ natural 
beauty and rural setting, support that business. Spring Lake contains a spring-fed lake 
where we have developed a largemouth bass population and plan a future family 
residence. I previously met with project representatives, explained these interests, and 
discussed relocating the route off the property. BlackFork seeks party status to protect its 
direct property and economic interests, present evidence concerning these impacts, 
evaluate alternative alignments, and request a route modification avoiding the Spring Hill 
and Spring Lake farms. See the attached Statement of Property Impacts and Request for 
Route Modification for additional detail. 
 








