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Dear PUC Commissioners,
I would like to an Intervener because I saw first-hand damage from a smaller line.
Electrical Arcing, Static Electricity, and Fire Risks

A serious concern is the potential for electrical hazards when farm equipment operates beneath or near
765-kV transmission lines. There have been reports of farm equipment, including combines, experiencing
electrical buildup while operating underneath high-voltage lines.

I personally watch a combine on a haze day while combining near the 325-power line that crosses
Highway 14, approximately 2 mile from my home. [ watched a combine as it was harvesting directly
beneath high-voltage wires. The equipment was not grounded. Static electrical buildup resulted in a fire
on the combine's feeder house. There were no wires or other electrical connections physically touching
the equipment. I feel if this small line can cause this kind of fire a 765 has a greater amount. Are our
rescue crew ready for these types of incidents? Remember in South Dakota, our 1¥ responders are also
working fun time jobs, and many are farmers.

This raises important questions:

e What grounding requirements will Xcel establish for farm equipment operating beneath these
lines? And who must pay for it.

e Who is responsible for preventing and responding to electrical fires? We were told them shut
themselves down if there is a surge. We need this in writing and verified.

e  What safety procedures will protect farmers during planting and harvesting? Xcel says we can
farm under them, but who is liable if there is arcing. What happens if it causes a fire on a nearby
property. Who is responsible we need written assurances and policy on how they will be made
accountable.

o  Will Xcel guarantee compensation for equipment damage, fires, or personal injury associated
with electrical hazards?

Farmers should not have to risk their equipment, livelihoods, or lives simply to work their own
land.

I would also ask that the PUC require Xcel to address this specific type of incident with documented
safety procedures before construction begins.

The noise is another huge concern of mine. How much constant noise can a person take? Isita Y4 mile
from the line; will [ be able to stand a constant 70dBa-100+ day and night. They say they are not
harmful, but they can cause permeant hearing loss, tinnitus, or stress that can lead to high blood, pressure,
increased heart rate, disruptive sleep and fatigue. We should have assurance that sounds will be checked
on farms and if this gets put up afterwards and sometime of fix for our homes, so we do not live under
“these conditions. What assurances and Xcel give us for the quality of life we have now, we did not sigh
up for this when we bought our homes.

PUT THEM UNDERGROUND IS THE SOLUTION!



