


Docket Number: EL26-026 Last Name: Bauman  First Name: Donald   Company: 
Farmer   Address: 48324 US HWY 14   City: Elkton   State: SD   Zip: 57026   Phone: 
6055423041    Email: dsbauman@itctel.com   Comments: My name is Don Baumen, and I 
am requesting intervenor status because I have serious concerns about the proposed 765-
kV transmission line and the impact it could have on my health, my property, and the 
future of our farmland. 
 
My biggest concern is health. I have existing health issues, and the thought of having a 
massive high-voltage transmission line running near my property raises serious concerns 
about exposure to electromagnetic fields (EMF), magnetic fields, and the potential long-
term effects. I want a better understanding of what these lines mean for people living 
nearby. I believe landowners deserve clear, independent scientific information about 
potential health risks before being asked to accept this infrastructure in their backyards. 
 
I also want answers about why underground transmission lines are not being seriously 
considered. We need to understand the alternatives, the costs, and why productive 
farmland must bear the burden of this project. 
 
There are real concerns about declining property values, reduced land use, and the long-
term impact on the marketability of our homes and farms. These are not temporary 
concerns. Once this infrastructure is placed on our land, the consequences can remain for 
generations. 
 
Why should family farms be forced to surrender valuable agricultural land to an outside 
company? Our farmland is one of South Dakota’s most valuable resources. It should 
remain in production, supporting farm families, our communities, and future generations. 
 
I also question why existing transportation and utility corridors, particularly along 
interstate highways, are not being given priority. We should be looking at ways to use 
existing corridors and minimize the destruction and fragmentation of productive farmland 
before taking new agricultural land. 
 
I am concerned that the growing demand for electricity from data centers and other large 
industrial users is driving projects of this scale, while rural landowners are being asked to 
carry the burden. If this electricity is primarily intended to serve development elsewhere, 
why should our farms and communities have to sacrifice? 
 
I am not against progress. I am against progress that comes at the expense of people’s 
health, property rights, property values, and the future of agriculture without fully 
examining better alternatives. 
 
I am requesting the opportunity to participate as an intervenor, ask questions, review the 
evidence, and hold the company accountable for demonstrating that this project is 
necessary, safe, and in the best interests of the people and communities affected. I feel it 



is not necessary unless the state is planning on Data Centers, which our farmers do not 
want.  
 
Our farmland should be protected and kept in production, not treated as an available 
pathway for infrastructure when other alternatives may exist. 
 
--  
Donald Bauman 
605-542-3041 
 
 
 
 


