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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS 
POWER, INC.  d/b/a BLACK HILLS 
ENERGY FOR AUTHORITY TO 
INCREASE RATES FOR ITS UTILITY 
SERVICE IN SOUTH DAKOTA 
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RESPONSE TO STAFF’S 
MOTION FOR PROCEDURAL 

SCHEDULE 
 

EL26-003 
 
 
 
 BLACK HILLS POWER, INC.’S RESPONSE TO STAFF’S MOTION FOR APPROVAL 

OF PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  
 
 COMES NOW, Black Hills Power, Inc. d/b/a Black Hills Energy (“Black Hills Power”) 

and submits this response to Staff’s Motion for Approval of Procedural Schedule filed with the 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) on May 11, 2026. 

1. Black Hills Power has reviewed the dates and timelines identified in Staff’s 

Motion for Procedural Schedule.  Black Hills Power supports the proposed procedural schedule 

as set forth therein.  This position is expressly conditioned, however, upon Black Hills Power’s 

request that witness Mr. Tom Stevens be permitted to participate and provide testimony virtually, 

as Mr. Stevens is unavailable to attend the proposed Hearing in person due to a previously 

scheduled conflict outside the State of South Dakota and which cannot be rescheduled.  Subject 

to this request, Black Hills Power submits that the proposed procedural schedule and discovery 

timelines are reasonable and appropriate for this proceeding. 

2. Black Hills Power respectfully requests that Mr. Stevens be permitted to appear 

virtually for the Hearing.  Mr. Stevens will have submitted all written testimony prior to his oral 

testimony at the Hearing.  Mr. Steven’s testimony supports Black Hills Power’s capital structure 

and financing, and his testimony cannot effectively be adopted by another witness.  No party will 

be prejudiced by Mr. Steven’s virtual appearance at the Hearing. 
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3. Black Hills Power respectfully requests that the Commission enter an order

approving the proposed procedural schedule and allowing Mr. Stevens to testify at the Hearing 

virtually using videoconferencing software preferred by the Commission. 

Dated this 18th day of May, 2026. 

BLACK HILLS POWER, INC. d/b/a 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY 

Adam Buhrman 
Corporate Counsel 
2287 College Rd. 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503-1020 
Telephone: (402) 221-2630 
adam.buhrman@blackhillscorp.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify the foregoing document was filed in the docket and served via email this 18th 

day of May 2026 on the following: 

________________________________ 
 Adam Buhrman 

Leah Mohr 
Amanda Reiss 
Patrick Steffensen 
Brittany Mehlhaff 
Eric Paulson 
Joseph Rezac 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 
leah.mohr@state.sd.us 
amanda.reiss@state.sd.us 
patrick.steffensen@state.sd.us 
brittany.mehlhaff@state.sd.us 
eric.paulson@state.sd.us 
joseph.rezac@state.sd.us 

John D. McKee Sr. 
Rapid City, SD 
jdmc_keesr@msn.com 

James Moore 
Woods, Fuller, Shultz & Smith P.C. 
300 S. Phillips Ave, Suite 300 
PO Box 5027 
Sioux Falls, SD 57117 
james.moore@woodsfuller.com 

Austin Rueschhoff 
Partner 
Holland & Hart LLP 
555 Seventeenth St, Suite 3200 
Denver, CO 80202 
darueschhoff@hollandhart.com 

Austin W. Jensen 
Associate 
Holland & Hart LLP 
555 Seventeenth St, Suite 3200 
Denver, CO 80202 
awjensen@hollandhart.com 

Richard A. Arnett 
Associate 
Holland & Hart LLP 
555 Seventeenth St, Suite 3200 
Denver, CO 80202 
raarnett@hollandhart.com 

Tracy Friel 
Legal Assistant 
Holland & Hart LLP 
555 Seventeenth St, Suite 3200 
Denver, CO 80202 
tlfriel@hollandhart.com 
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Legal Specialist 
Holland & Hart LLP 
555 Seventeenth St, Suite 3200 
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