From: PUC

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2026 9:21 AM
To: 'Anni M

Subject: RE: [EXT] Reject request!

Ms. Bertolotto:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission received your comments regarding
Black Hills Energy’s proposed rate increase. The full docket is available on the PUC
website: EL26-003 - In the Matter of the Application of Black Hills Power, Inc. dba
Black Hills Energy for Authority to Increase Rates For its Utility Service in South
Dakota.

Commission staff analysts and legal counsel have engaged in a comprehensive
review of the company’s financial data, operational needs, and the potential impact
on customers. Once this comprehensive review is complete, the Commission will
publicly discuss the case, ask further questions, and deliberate based on the
evidence presented. Each commissioner will then vote to approve, deny, or modify
the requested rate increase. It’s important to note that the Commission is legally
obligated to base its decision on the facts and applicable law and cannot decide a
rate increase request without fully vetting the record. We are required to arrive at a
reasonable and legally enforceable decision.

Your comments along with this response will be posted in the “Comments and
Responses” section of docket EL26-003.

Chris Nelson, Chairman
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission
PUC.sd.gov





