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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 

 

IN THE MATTER OF OTTER TAIL POWER 

COMPANY’S PETITION FOR APPROVAL 

OF A REVISED REAL TIME PRICING RATE 

SECTION 14.02 

: 

 

: 

 

: 

EL 25-035 

MOTION FOR  

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW 

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 

 The Commission granted Valley Queen Cheese Factory leave to intervene in this docket 

by order dated November 19, 2025.  Valley Queen sought leave to intervene because it was Otter 

Tail Power Company’s only South Dakota customer receiving service pursuant to Otter Tail’s 

current real-time pricing rate. Given that status, Valley Queen sought additional information 

about Otter Tail’s proposed new rate and how the proposed new rate would compare to the 

current rate.   

 Since then, Valley Queen has reviewed the information provided by Otter Tail and is 

satisfied that the new rate is designed to be responsive to market conditions and will provide an 

opportunity for a customer to make economically informed decisions based on the energy 

markets.  Based on this information, Valley Queen does not intend to oppose Otter Tail’s 

pending petition and therefore seeks leave to withdraw as a party to this docket. 

 Even so, Valley Queen notes its frustration that, despite two years of requests for 

information, its questions about the methodology supporting Otter Tail’s existing real-time 

pricing rate were never fully answered, including why Otter Tail has applied its phase-in rider to 

the real-time pricing rate.  Valley Queen also notes that Otter Tail’s development of a new real-

time pricing methodology took years after it told Valley Queen, in response to Valley Queen’s 

questions, that it was working on a new rate methodology.  Valley Queen should not have to 
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work so hard to get accurate and reliable information from the only provider from whom it can 

obtain electricity. 

 Valley Queen respectfully requests that it be granted leave to withdraw. 

Dated this 24h day of September, 2026. 

 

 WOODS, FULLER, SHULTZ & SMITH P.C. 

 

 

 By  /s/ James E. Moore  

 James E. Moore 

 Drew A. Driesen 

 P.O. Box 5027 

 300 South Phillips Avenue, Suite 300 

 Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5027 

 Phone (605) 336-3890 

 Fax (605) 339-3357 

 Email james.moore@woodsfuller.com 

 Email drew.driesen@woodsfuller.com 

      Attorneys for Valley Queen Cheese Factory, Inc. 
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Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that on the 24th day of September, 2026, a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing Motion for Leave to Withdraw was served via email upon the following: 

Ms. Leah Mohr 

Executive Director 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 

Pierre, SD  57501 

Leah.Mohr@state.sd.us 

Mr. Logan Schaefbauer 

Staff Attorney 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 

Pierre, SD  57501 

Logan.Schaefbauer@state.sd.us  

 

Mr. Joseph Rezac 

Staff Analyst 

South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 

Pierre, SD  57501 

Joseph.Rezac@state.sd.us 

Ms. Lauren D. Donofrio 

Senior Associate General Counsel 

Otter Tail Power Company 

215 South Cascade St. 

PO Box 496 

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496 

ldonofrio@otpco.com 

 

Ms. Amber Grenier 

Manager, Regulatory Economics 

Otter Tail Power Company 

215 South Cascade Street 

P.O. Box 496 

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496 

agrenier@otpco.com 

Regulatory Filing Coordinator 

Otter Tail Power Company 

215 South Cascade Street 

PO Box 496 

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496 

regulatory_filing_coordinators@otpco.com 

  

 

 

  /s/ James E. Moore     

One of the Attorneys for Valley Queen Cheese 

Factory, Inc. 
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