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Pratt 230 kV Substation 



System Members

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation
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WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation
East River Electric Power Cooperative System

265+ Substations
3,500+ Miles of
   Transmission Line
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Project Need

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

• East River is proposing to 
construct a 230,000 volt (230 kV) 
overhead electric transmission 
line to serve its membership in 
Hughes and Hyde Counties. This 
transmission line is located in 
Section 15/16, T110N, R37W, 
Hyde County, SD.

• This project is vital for system 
reliability and load growth in our 
Member’s Oahe Electric, Dakota 
Energy and Central Electric’s 
service territories.
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Project Details

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

• 500’ of 230 kV Transmission Line 
between WAPA’s North Bend Substation 
and East River Electric’s Pratt Substation

• Pratt 230-69 kV Substation to consist of 
a 230 kV line terminal, a step-down 
transformer and a 69 kV line terminal 
used to serve load.



Site Selection

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

• WAPA’s 230 kV North Bend Substation 
was developed to provide interconnect 
of a wind farm facility.

• To provide load serving capacity for East 
River load, the WAPA North Bend to 
Pratt Tie line and the Pratt 230-69 kV 
Substation were sited as close as 
possible to WAPA’s 230 kV North Bend 
transmission substation.



Project Need

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

• Project to provide transmission 
load serving capability in an area 
of East River’s service territory 
currently devoid of transmission 
sources
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USDA RURAL UTILITY SERVICE APPROVAL – WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie Line

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

USD -..... -

Rur.iIUt liti~ $r.rv il;:r.-

STOP 1560. Rm 5165 
1400 lna111pendnt1a1 
Ave., SW 
Wagl'iflgtoo,OC 
20250-1560 

lkaited States Deoartmtr'll of Aaricultu,-e 

April 30, 2024 

Bob Sahr, CEO 
Easl River Electric Power Cooperative 
PO Bo, 227 
Madison, SD 57042 

RE : SD 43 Minnehaha - Amendmenl #17 to 2023-2026 CWP 

Dear Mr. Sahr: 

Amendment #17: (Code 805-0006) to construct the WAPA North Bend to Prall tie at an 
estimated cost of $766,000 to the Cooperalive's 2023-2026 Construction Work Plan has been 
reviewed and is hereby approved, contingent upon a written environmental finding by the 
Office of Loan Origination and Approval in Washington, DC. No construction should 
start until such approval is received. 

The amendment is being electronically s bmitted to the Office or Loan Origination and 
Approval In Washington for Its records and further use. 

Thi§ approval dpe5 ngt pertain lo the yse pf materials ngt Included In lnfgtmat1onal Pµbllcatl90 
202-1 u st of Mat~rl3l·S A cceptabl e foe LJse on Systems o{ BUS E • ectriflca tlon Borrowers 
Construction or modification of any facilities included in lhe CWP is subject to the conditions 
and requirements of 7 CFR Parts 1700-1799. All construction must conform with provisions of 
the latest edition of the National Eleclric Safety Code (NESC) and all local, more stringenl 
codes. 

II is the Board's responsibilily to determine whether loan funds and/or general funds are 
available for the proposed construction. Particular reference should be made to 7 CFR 1721 .1 
requiring RUS approval of the Construction Work Plan or amendments as a condttion to loan 
fund advances. 

Please note that !his approval hereby amends Easl River Electric's current RUS loan to include 
these projects thus making them ellgl ble for funding. 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS 
JONES 

Thomas Jones 

Digi tally signed by 
THOMAS JONES 
Date: 20i4.04.30 
I '1:44:3 1 -os·oo· 

RUS General Freid Representative 

1:0md ofFimmcing 

im1rnu:n 

-------~-------------------
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THOMAS JONES 
. GFR 
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WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation
USDA RURAL UTILITY SERVICE APPROVAL – WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie Line

USDA Rural Development T th A p =~ , , .. ,,.,.,,m-,""'"'"'"' ,oge er, merica rospers 

USDA Aura.I Development Envfronmental Ched:llst for Categorit.al E.xcluslons 

::~,~~nt East River Et.e<tik: Power CooperaUVt- Inc. (S043) :~!:~• WA.PA North 8end to Pratt Tie - Amendment 17 

Agency Program: ILEl_ect_oc_· _P,_og~•-•m ________________________ J 

Federal Ac:tion: 18) LHn D Gnmt D Guarantee D Conrtn.1<:tion Work Plan or LoanJSystem Design 

~:~~:n: Hyd~ County, SO 
G• n• ral I 

'----;:::=====================: 
Purpose and The purpose of the n.ew tie line is to strengthen East River's transmission system in the Hughes and Hyde County 
NHd: areas Within Oahe Ete<:trlc Cooperative and D.llt.ota E.nerg)' Cooper&tlve's servk e territories. 

~ ~=~ I~:;~: ~ ~ :~:::.: List Approprlat• CEts): I (<)(2)(1H) I ~ ~;:~~~l 
The ER is in EHPD fi les. 

RHOYl'ct Summary· Conditions? 

Historic: Pro,,.rtla: r[N-o-hl_st_o,ic_ p<_o_pe_rt_les- ,- n-e<-ted- ln_a_cc_o_rda- n- ,-. -w-lth- 36- CF_R_§_800_ .4_ld)_(_ll-, -----7 D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

ESA Usted S~d•.s ar1dJor Crlt ic1!il Ha.bit.at: INo Effect 

Wetlal'Kts Prol ectlon:!No Wetlands ldenlifled orPn:se-nl 

Floodplalns:[ No Floodplain pres.ent 

Fotmal ly ClaHlfied Lands.: INo Fonnally Clanlfled land.s Present 

St,..,ms. Lak•s. and Rivers. :I No Streams, L.a\.e-sor Rivers Identified or Pr,e,s,:nt 

Con I Aeef/Prottel ed Coas.·Qil HablU1t: I No Coral Re-e-f/Pfotected Aquatic Hlllblm Present 

Important Farmland:IA<tlvlty not .subj«t to FPPA 

Is the proposal located within a Banier Resources System (CBRA) unit? (' Yes (-' No 

Is CZMA con~stency c-onc1.1rtence t~ulred, and If so, t\a.s the concurrence ~ n lssu-ed, obJ,:cted to, or presumed? (" Yes C-- No 

Does the project threaten a violation of local, state. or federal statutory, regulatory, or permitting requirements? 

Is the proposal located within EPA.de}ignated Non Att:iinment or Maintenance Are-a} for Air Quality Criteria 
Pollutants? 
Does the proposal result In the producrtOl'I of unpermltted hazardous materials or waste, or consist of 
cot\Stt\lcUon of a new RCRA haurdous materlals handling f&ellity? 
Does the proposal have any Environmcnuil Justice conce:rM or disproporUonatety high and adverse human 
he.alth or enYironmental effects on minority populations or low-income populations? 

Is the proposal controversial fo r enYironmenta.l r-taloOns? 

Is the proposal controversial fo r other th.an em1ironmental reasons? 

Is the- propo!al loa.1led in a, ~Hhead-protectiOn ar"ta? 

(' Yes (.' No 

("Yes (i'No 

(' Yes (.' No 

("'Yes @No 

("YE!S (-' No 

(' Yes (-' No 

("Ye! @ No 

USDA Rural Develop ment T th A p =~ , .,,,.,.,,,,, ·•~""'""" ,oge er, merica rospers 

USDA Ru.ral O@velopment Environment;al Checklist for Categoriul Exclusions 

::::~•mt East Rwer flectnc PowerCooperor1ve Inc. (SD ,fJJ ~:o~:~ I WAPA Nonh lknd to Prott Ti,• Amendment 17 

Will the project 3odvetsel)' affect a sok- sootce aquifer? 

Is th~ project located within a watershed (overed by w.atel'lhed management plan? 

Justification & 
SP4cial 
Considerations: 

("'Yes (-'No 

~---------------------------~ 
Project Conditions to bt pla.c.d In Loan a. nd Construction Documents: 

Applkoi!nt Is respon~ble for a<:qulrlng the ne<::ess.:1rypermlts for constru,ctlon ~nd oper~t lon of the proje<U and oi1dherln9 to ~II 
environmental commitments made r~o,,din9 construction and m.i,intcna,ncc of lhe propostd p1'0jccts. An illldvertcnt discovt"r)' 
provision, developed in accordance with 36 CFR § 800. I 3(b) and (c), will be included as a condition of obligation in o,de-r to 
address any his toric properties which might be inadYertently discovered or affected duri.ng project construction. 

Finding: ("' 1970.53w/ocondili0n$ ("' 1970.53w/conditi0ns (il' 1970.54 w/ocondrtions ("' 1970,54w/ conditions 

Upon revl t'.!w or the project description, Environmenta l Report {ERJ and all supporting documentation, I find that the 
proposal mee ts the cri teria established in §1970.S.4, "Categorical Exclusio ns lnYolving Sma ll-scale DeYelopment" and is 
consistent with 40 C.F.R. § 1508.t(d). The proposed activity does not have any extraordinary circumstances, nor wilt it 
lndividualtv or cumulatively ha1Je a significant effect on the human environment; therefore, neither an Envi ronmental 
Assessment nor an Environmental Impact Sta tement Is required as p,oposed. 

CEATlflCATlON 

D9ttlljsignedbyNO<llASDA.ll'SON 

ICHOLAS DAWSON (Affiliate} ~~u~.o4141 l.SQ.(17 ,o•·ro- Apr 24, 2024 

Datt 

~------" kh_o_las~o_,_"'°" ______ ~I ~I ____ En_v1_,o_n_me_n_ta_l P_,_o,_ealo_ n_S_P_•d_•_"'-' --~ 
Name of Pr-eparer Preparer Title 

ROBERT DEEMs :~~;;~~.%~~,~ii"::'' I M,,,.,.,. 
Signature of Agency EPS orSEC ~------~o.~,-, ------~ 

~---~~-R<>~b•_rt_D_•~•""~~~---~I ~I ____ ~_e_"'~•~ch~c_h~ief=~----~ 
Name of Agency EPS or SEC Agency EPS or SEC TIiie 

ARK BARTHOLOMEW ~ ....... ,.,.,,,,,,.'"'""""'°"[W I 
Datr.2024.(]!,J)J l Q:llllll-04'00" • Ma)' 1,2024 

Signature of Agney Approving Offie:lal ~------~o.-,-, ------~ 

'------~M_, _,._e._rth_ o,_om_ ew_~------'I ._I ___ Su_oe_"'_''°_ry_Ge_ne_,_•'_'_'eld~'""- '""'~ "~"-""" __ _. 
Name of Agency Approvmg Offici~I Agency Approving Offici;al Tide 



USDA RURAL UTILITY SERVICE APPROVAL – Pratt 230 kV Substation

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

USDA 
,;,;- -

Unlled suites Department of AgriculluN! Method of Financing 

Ru,al De-velopment May 1, 2024 
Loan Fullds _Y=E=S~------
Oener. I Fund~ _________ _ 

aura,ut ., ..... 1c. ContribRtio 11s in Aid ______ _ 
STOP 1560. Rm stes Bob Sahr, CEO 
1-400 lru:kip9008'1ce 
Ave..,SW 
W~twlg1oo. DC 
20250-1580 

Ea.st River Electric Power Cooperative 
PO Box 227 
Madison, SD 57042 

RE: SD 43 Minnehaha • Amendment #18 to 2023-2026 CWP 

Dear Mr. Sahr: 

Amendment #18: (Code 1005-0204) to construct the Pratt Substation at an estimated cost of 
$5,600,000 to tha Cooparativa's 2023-2026 Construction Work Plan has bean reviewed and is 
hereby approved, contingent upon a written environmental finding by the Office of Loan 
Origination and Approval in Washington, DC. No construction should start until such 
approval is received. 

The amendment is being electronically submitted to the Office of Loan Origination and 
Approval in Washington for its records and further use. 

This approval does not pertain to the use of materials not ind uded in Informational Publication 
202-1 Ust or Maler1a1s Ag;emabie tor Use on Svstems ot BUS Elecctriflcauon Borrowers 
Construction or modification of any facilities included in lhe CWP is subject to lhe conditions 
and requirements of7 CFR Parts 1700•1799. All construction must conform with provisions of 
the latest edttion of the National Electric Safely Code (NESC) and all local, more stringent 
codas. 

It is the Board's responsibility to determine wheUier loan funds and/or general funds are 
available for the proposed construction. Particular reference should be made to 7 C FR 1721.1 
requiring RUS approval of the Construction Work Plan or amendments as a condition lo loan 
fund advances. 

Please note that th is approval hereby amends East River Electric's current RUS loan to include 
these projects thus making them eligible for funding. 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS 
JONES 

Thomas Jones 

Dig Ito lly si9 nod by THOMAS 
JONES 
Date: 2024.05.01 12:26:56 
-05'00' 

RUS General Reid Representative 

Status of Bo1TOw rs Environmental Re11rnt .... A ....... c::..:h=e<l=· _____________ _ 

Estimated Cost _______ _,_$ __ 5,.,.6 ... O0_.,,._OO._0..._ ______________ _ 

Subject to BER approval? Yes ~X~_ o __ 

and s.ubse-:4uent BER apgroval. 



WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation
USDA RURAL UTILITY SERVICE APPROVAL – Pratt 230 kV Substation

l Sr USDA Ru ral Deve lopment T [ h A p 
~ Ru ralDevelopment Together America Prospers ~ ·'·-""'"'"'-' ' ""'"''UR[ ,oge er, menca rospers 
llillllllll ' ( PJ. l<IJ•'Jll f ,O.LoAl(LllUPf t 

USDA Rural Development Environmental Checklist for Categorical Exclusions 

~:~~~ant East River Electric Power Cooperative Inc (S0431 ~:o!~~ IPratt Substation-Amendment 18 

AgitncyProgram: jLEl_e<_t<_lc_P_ro~gra_m _______________________ ~ 
Fedual Action: ~ Loan O Gnnt O Guarantff O Construction Work Plan or Loan/Syst• m DHlgn 

Gner-al 
Project West ol the 5th Priocip.a I Meridian, H)lde County, South Dakota 
Loc:ation: ---;::==================~ 
Project Pratt Substation will be a new 230-69kV subrtation. This wil l feature a new 230 kV line terminal. a new 230-69kV 
Description: transformc,,r and a 69 kV tcrmln.al bulk for a futu,t ring to ptovide 69 kV to other rrl('mbcr coopc-rauv~s. 

To accommodat@ ptann!d and projKt@d load growth, as well a~ to mitigate planning a it@ria Yiolatiom, .. 

level of Revle-w D 1970.51 
Detumination: 181 1970.54 

The ER is in EHPD fi ln . 

Lisi Appropriate CElsl: ~17_C_FR_l_97_o_.54_1<1_ (1_1 --------~I ~ ~:P;:~~1 

Btsoua:t Summ1or; Conditiom1 

H;rto,;cPropert;e,e ~IN_o_h;-,,o-,-;c-pro_p_e,t,e _ _ ,-,-ff-ect-,-d-;n_a_cc_or-da_n_ce_w-;1-h-36_C_F_R_l8_00_._41-d)-(I-}.-----~ □ 
[8J 

[8J 

□ 
[8J 

ESA L11titd Spedu and/or Critical Habitat: I Ma)' Affect · Not Ukcly to A.dve,sety A.ffoct 

Wetlands Protection:IWelland-i Present• Genl'!"al Pefmil Required 

Floodpl•ins:INo Floodplain present 

FormallyClassifie-d Lands: )Formally Classified land$. Present with noConditlon5 

Strt!ams, lakH, and Rivers : No Streams.. Lt1kes or Rivers Identi fied or Ptesent 

Cor,11I Rttf/Prottct•d (O,il :J.t,11I Habitat: INo Coral Reef/Protected Aquatic Habitat Present 

Important Farmland:IActivity not subject to FPPA 

Is the proposal located within a Coastal Barrier Re50urces System (CBRSl unit? 

□ 
□ 
□ 

('Yes (,,No 

Is. CZMA. consistency concurrence required? I(" Yes (,, No I If so, t\as the concurrence been issued or presumed? (" Ves (" No 

Does the project threaten a violation of loeal, state, or federal statutory, regulatory. or permitting requirements? 

Is the propos,111 located within EPA deslg~ted Non Atr,11lnment or Maintenance Areas for AlrQu,11l lty Criteria 
Pollutanh? 

Does the proposal result in the production of unpermltted hazardous materlals or waste, Of conslst of 
construction of a new RCRA hazardous materials handling facility? 

Doe.s the proposal have any en ... lronmental Justice concl'!"ns. or disproportlonatety high and adverse human 
health °' environmental effects on minority populations. or low-income populations? 

Is the propos,111 contro..,ersl,111 to r envlronmentill reasons? 

Is. the proposal controYersial for other than envlronment.-il reason$? 

Is the proposal located in a wellhead-protec.tion area? 

\Yes (,,No 

C'Yes (e'No 

\Yes (,,No 

(" vcs (i' No 

('Yes (e'No 

('Yes (e'No 

('Yes (e'No 

USDA Rural Development Environmental Checkli.st for Categorical Exclusions 

~:~~';"1 East R;ver Electric Power Coopor.,t;ve Inc (SD-131 Proje-ct I . 
N P,ott Sub,tat,on-Ame,,dment 18 

ame: 

Will the project adversely affect a role source aquifer? 

Is the project I0<:ated within a watershed covered b~ wa tershed management plan? 

Justification & 
Special 
Consider-atioru: 

("Yes @No 

(' Yes (e No 

~------------------------------~ 
ProJKt Conditions t·o be pla(ed In Loan and Construction Do(uments: 

Appl icant is responsible for acquiring the necessary permits fOt" construction and operation of the projects and adhering to all 
environmental commitments made rega rding construction aOO maintenance of tl\e proposed projects, An inad~ertent discovery 
prnvision, developed in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.13(b) and (c), will be included as a condition of obligation in order to 
address any historic properties which might be inadvertently discovered or affected during project construction. 

Tree dearing restriction from Aprll-October (to avoid impacts to Tricolored Bat, Nothem Long
Eared Bat, Piping Plover, and Red Rvf-a Knot). Avoid impacts to water resources {to avoid impacts 

ESA listed Species and/or to Pallid St\lrgeon). To a'o'oid impacts. to Whooping Cranes.: incorporate measures to prevent 
Critical Habitat Condition$: avian electrocut ions, avoid construction disturbance tl uriog bird migration in the spring .;1nd fall, 

and leave the area if Whooping Cranes are spotted during constr1,1ction (retum once the birds 
have left the area on their own). 

Wetlands Protection I 
Conditions: Minimizedist-urbance to wetland areas. Poles that do nol span wetlands will be augured. 

Formal ly Clauified 
lands Conditions: IProjm will hi;ive no impact to i:ldjacent State-Owned Land. The Project will be contained within 

Applicant owned land, a$ well as along an existing public ROW and previously disturbed road ditch. 

Finding: C' 1970.53 w/o conditions C' 1970.53 w/ cond itions ("- 1970r54 w/o cond itions (.' 1970.54 w/ conditions 

Upon review of the project description, Environmental Report (ER) and all supporting document ation, I f ind that the 
proposa l meets the criteria established in §1970.54, "Categoric.a l E:xclu.sions Involving Smal l-scale Development"' and is 
consistent with 40 C.F.R. § 1508. l(d) provided the applicant complies with the project conditions identified above. With 
inclusion of the project conditions ident ified, the proposed activity does not have any extraordinary circumstances. nor 
will it individually or cumulatively have a sign ificant effect on the human environment t herefore, neither an 
Environmental Assessment nor an Envi ronmenta l Impact Sta tement is required as proposed. 

CERTIFICATION 

Arianna Harding ~~~1~;:0~:rt:::;;;~:'"' Apr 29,2024 

Stgnature of Preparu Dale 

_________ ""_;•-"-"".,.H,_a_,d_;_"!l _______ .,I I _____ E_n_v;_,o_n_m_en_1a_1_P_,o_tect_ ;o_n_S_p_ec_;a_1;_, , ___ ~ 
Nam• of Pr• pa,er Ptepa,·,er TltI• 

USDA RurJI Development T th A , p 
~ "' [ PW"c'H OuAICL<LlUOE ,age er, merica rospers 

USDA Rural Development Envi ronmental Checklist for categorical Exclusions 

Applicant . . . 
Name: East River Electric Power Cooperative Inc (5043~ IPratt Substation-Amendment 18 

ROBERT DEEMS C,9iU.lly sigo,«lb)' ROBERTDEEM> I 
Date: 2024.05.03 07:32:5.8--04'00' May 3, 2024 

Signature of AgencyEPS or SEC ~--------~o~.-,-. --------~ 

~--------R_o_b_e_rt_D_ee_m_, _______ ~I LI ________ s,_a_oo,_._c_hl_, _r -------~ 
Namt of Agency EPS or SEC Agoncy EPS or SEC Tftlt 

MARK BARTHOLOMEW g:-'J~~[.=~~ot.OMtw May6,2024 

Slgnaturt of Agoncy App,ovlng Offlclal 

Mark Bartholomew Supervisory General Field Representative 

Name of Agency Appr-oving Official Agency Approving OfficiaJ Title 



Easement Acquisition for the area

WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

• Easement Acquisition for the project was 100% successful.  
• Western Area Power Administration and private landowners cooperated with property sales 

and granting easements for the project



WAPA North Bend to Pratt Tie
Pratt 230 kV Substation

Questions?


