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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

  



Project Name: Pratt Substation - Amendment 18 

Applicant: East River Electric Power Cooperative Inc. (SD 43) 

Project Loan Code: 1005-0204 

Total Estimated Project Cost: $5,600,000 

Project Description: Pratt Substation will be a new 230-69kV substation constructed near the 
location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station (loan code 1005-0205). The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal built for a 
future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric 
and Dakota Energy.  The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an 
LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line (loan 
code 805-0005) with future network capabilities for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide 
better protection coordination, reliability and redundancy in transmission service.   

This substation design has been previously approved by RUS and Cooperative acknowledges 
7CFR 1724.51 Design requirements. 

Project Location: East River has acquired a purchase agreement for the property and will own 
the property where the substation will be located. East River will purchase 5.12 acres of land. The 
legal description of the substation is: Lot 1 of the Pratt Substation Addition in the Southwest 
Quarter, Section 15, Township 110 North, Range 73 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, Hyde 
County, South Dakota. (see attachment) 

Project Purpose and Need: The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate 
planned and projected load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.   

Construction Contracting (Per 7CFR 1726):  RUS Contract 830 Form will be used if work is 
performed by outside construction. Contract will not be subject to RUS approval per the dollar 
threshold of less than 1% of NTP not to exceed $4,500,000. 

Construction Bidding (Per 7CFR 1726): Cooperative will utilize Borrower Responsibility or 
Formal Competitive Bidding per the dollar threshold of greater of less than 1% of NTP not to 
exceed $5,000,000. 

Level of Review Determination: 1970.54 (c)(1) 

Impact Summary: 

• Historic Properties and Cultural Resources-No historic properties affected. No 
historic properties were identified within the project area. On 12/20/2022, SHPO 
agreed with the findings of “No Historic Properties Affected.” Finding letters were 
sent to the following tribes on 12/27/2022: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River 
Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, 
South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap Reservation of 
Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, South Dakota; 
Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South 



Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & 
South Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. As of December 21, 2023, 
no responses have been received. (see attachment) 

• Threatened and Endangered Species-An updated IPAC report/list was generated on 
8/16/2023. A “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” determination was made 
on the listed species and an informal consultation (Section 7) was done with the 
USFWS. On 3/6/2023, the USFWS concurred with the conclusion that the described 
project will not adversely affect the red knot, pallid sturgeon, and piping plover. The 
USFWS conditionally concurred with the conclusion that the described project will 
not adversely affect the whooping crane. The Cooperative will take note of and 
adhere to the conditional concurrence. (see attachment)  

• Wetlands Protection- No adverse impacts. Wetlands are in the project area. The 
Cooperative is aware of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act that establishes a 
Federal-permitting program that regulates activities in wetlands. Section 404 requires 
that anyone proposing to deposit dredged or fill material into "Waters of the United 
States" including wetlands, must obtain a permit from the Army Corp of Engineers, 
the agency responsible for administering Section 404 permitting process for such 
activities. If structures are required to be placed in designated wetlands, cooperative 
will apply for NWP57. (see attachment) 

• Floodplain Management-FEMA has not completed a study to determine flood 
hazard for this location; therefore, a flood map has not been published at this time. 
(See attached) 

• Formally Classified Lands-No impacts. (see attachment) 
• Water Resources- No impact. Water resources are not in the project area. (see 

attachment) 
• Prime Farmland-No impact. The Natural Resources Conservation Service 

determined that the project would have no impact on prime or important farmland. 
(see attachment) 

• Coastal Resources-Not Applicable 
• Air Quality-No impact. (see attachment) 
• Contamination and Toxic Substances-No impacts. (see attachment) 
• Environmental Justice-No impacts. (see attachment) 

  



I have reviewed this Borrower’s Environmental Report (BER) and, to the best of my knowledge, 
it accurately describes the proposed projects and associated environmental impacts. East River 
Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. intends to carry out the environmental commitments, mitigation 
measures and monitoring efforts presented in the BER. Our personnel and those of any involved 
independent contractor will be made aware of such environmental commitments before the 
initiation of construction. If any information relevant to the environmental effects of the proposed 
projects comes to our attention subsequent to the submission of this BER, such material will be 
provided promptly to RUS. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Robert K. Sahr 
CEO/General Manager 
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PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this ?(,.,,,,...._ day of fkr:/ 
2023, by and between EAST RIVER POWER COOPERATIVE, INC., of21 l Harth Avenue 
South, Madison, South Dakota 57042, hereinafter described as Purchaser and 
Lawrence D. Petterson (also known as Larry D. Peterson) and Kayleen M. Peterson, 401 W. 
11 ths St. Winner, SD 57580 hereinafter described as Seller. 

WHEREAS Seller agrees to convey and Purchaser agrees to acquire title to the 
hereinafter described property for the total consideration of Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) 
per acre for up to Seven (7) acres. Final acres to be determined by recorded plat of the following: 

A parcel of land to be platted in The Southwest Quarter (SWl/4) of Section Fifteen (15), 
Township One Hundred Ten (1 10) North, Range Seventy- Three (73) West of the 5th 

P.M. in Hyde County, South Dakota. (See attached Exhibit I drawing as a reference to 
the area to be platted) ("Property"). 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by and between the Parties as follows: 

1. Purchaser agrees to buy the above-described propeity for a total consideration of 
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) per acre to be paid as follows: 

The sum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) has been paid to the Seller 
on or about Apr: I J l, '""'-

1
zo 2.-~ ("Earnest Money"); and 

The remaining sum to be paid at the time of closing. 

2. The closing shall take place on or before Qu/-o ~;,- l st
, 2023 with 

possession of the property by the Purchaser taking place at closing. 

3. Purchaser will build an exterior livestock fence around the facility in addition to 
the already planned interior fence. 

4. If the current and/or end design of the substation facility interferes with the 
existing rural water line and stock tank, purchaser will at its expense relocate the 
waterline to enable its continued use consistent with its current purpose. 

6. This Agreement is contingent upon Purchaser obtaining a ll the necessary 
approvals for its intended use of the Property as a substation, including any state, 
local or federal approvals. If the Purchaser fails to obtain the necessary 
approvals, then the closing shall not take place, and the Purchaser shall forfeit the 
Earnest Money. 

Page ll3 



7. The Seller will furnish good and sufficient marketable title free and clear of all 
encumbrances. Sellers agrees to execute and deliver at the date of closing a good 
and sufficient Warranty Deed, subject to conditions, zoning, restrictions, and 
easements of record, if any, which do not interfere with or restrict Purchaser's 
intended use of the Property. Title insurance shall be purchased and paid by the 
Purchaser. 

8. The Purchaser shall pay the costs of the platting of the Property, the costs of title 
insurance and any related costs under this Purchase Agreement. 

9. The Seller agrees to allow the Purchaser to inspect the Property and to conduct 
tests on the Property. If, based on the inspection, the Purchaser decides not to 
purchase the Property, then the parties shall not close on the Property and the 
Purchaser shall forfeit the Earnest Money. 

10. The Seller shall pay all of the 2022 real estate taxes payable in 2023 and in 
addition, the Seller shall be responsible for the 2023 real estate taxes on the 
above-described property pro-rated to the date of possession, it being agreed that 
the Director of Equalization of Hyde County will be able to estimate such amount 
based on the 2022 real estate taxes and at the time of closing the Seller shall 
credit the Buyer with such sum. The Purchaser shall then be responsible for the 
2023 real estate taxes on the land which it is purchasing. 

11. It is mutually agreed by and between the Parties hereto that the time of payment 
shall be an essential part of this Agreement and that all the covenants and 
agreements herein contained shall extend to and be obligatory upon the heirs, 
executors, administrators and assigns of the respective Parties. 

12. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of South Dakota, and any dispute 
among the parties shall be venued in the State of South Dakota. 

13. This Agreement supersedes any other agreements among the parties and any 
representations, discussions, and communications, verbal or written, among the 
parties, and between the parties. 

14. This Agreement may be changed, amended or modified only by written 
agreement signed by the Parties. 

15. Each Pmiy and signatory hereto represent that he, she, or it, as the case may be, is 
authorized to enter into this Agreement or has signed this Agreement through its 
authorized representative. 
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the Parties have hereunto set their hands an seal the day 
and year hereinabove written. 

-e~ 
~ Peterson - Owner 

>J,)ffe-0%-~ [~en M. Peterson- Owner 
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ATTACHMENT: SECTION 106 HISTORIC PROPERTIES AND 
TRIBAL CONSULTATION 

  



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Bobby Komardley, Chairman 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
PO Box 1330 
Anadarko, OK 73005 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear Chairman Komardley: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.1 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

 
1 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 

w~ 
E L E C T R I C 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative ~ 

211 South Harth Ave. I P.O. Box 227 
Madison, SD 57042-0227 
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Fax: (605) 256-8058 
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If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 
 
RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Apache Tribe of Oklahoma in Hyde County, SD. Should Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify me in 
writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, 
jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 

mailto:jwire@eastriver.coop
mailto:gregory.korosec@usda.gov


Bobby Komardley -3- November 17, 2022 

  

 
Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Max Bear, THPO 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma 
700 Black Kettle Blvd 
Concho, OK 73022 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Bear: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.2 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
2 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma in Hyde County, SD. Should Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma elect to participate in Section 106 review of the 
referenced project, please notify me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at 
the following address – Jerae Wire, jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
 
Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 

mailto:jwire@eastriver.coop
mailto:gregory.korosec@usda.gov
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questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Steven Vance, THPO 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota 
PO Box 590 
Eagle Butte, SD 57625 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Vance: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.3 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
3 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota in 
Hyde County, SD. Should Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River 
Reservation, South Dakota elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced 
project, please notify me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following 
address – Jerae Wire, jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
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Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Merle Marks, THPO 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota 
PO Box 50 
Fort Thompson, SD 57339 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Marks: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.4 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
4 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota in Hyde 
County, SD. Should Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South 
Dakota elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify 
me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, 
jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
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Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Michael Blackwolf, THPO 
Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana 
656 Agency Main Street 
Harlem, MT 59526 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Blackwolf: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.5 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
5 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana in 
Hyde County, SD. Should Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap 
Reservation of Montana elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced 
project, please notify me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following 
address – Jerae Wire, jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
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Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Clyde Estes, Chairman 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, South Dakota 
187 Oyate Circle 
Lower Brule, SD 57548 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear Chairman Estes: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.6 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
6 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, South Dakota in Hyde 
County, SD. Should Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, South 
Dakota elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify 
me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, 
jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
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Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Thomas Brings, THPO 
Oglala Sioux Tribe 
PO Box 2070 
Pine Ridge, SD 57770 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Brings: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.7 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
7 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Oglala Sioux Tribe in Hyde County, SD. Should Oglala Sioux Tribe elect to 
participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify me in writing via 
letter or email as soon as possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, 
jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
 
Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
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questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Ione Quigley, THPO 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota 
PO Box 809 
Rosebud, SD 57570 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Quigley: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.8 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
8 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota in Hyde 
County, SD. Should Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South 
Dakota elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify 
me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, 
jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
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Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Misty Frazier, THPO 
Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska 
425 Frazier Ave. N. Suite 2 
Niobrara, NE 68760 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Frazier: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.9 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
9 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 

w~ 
E L E C T R I C 

A Touchstone Energy" Cooperative ~ 

211 South Harth Ave. I P.O. Box 227 
Madison, SD 57042-0227 

Telephone: (605) 256-4536 
Fax: (605) 256-8058 



Misty Frazier -2- November 17, 2022 

  

 
RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska in Hyde County, SD. Should Santee Sioux Nation, 
Nebraska elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, please notify 
me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, 
jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
 
Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
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questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Jon Eagle, THPO 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South Dakota 
PO Box D 
Fort Yates, ND 58538 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Eagle: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.10 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
10 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South Dakota in Hyde County, SD. Should 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South Dakota elect to participate in Section 106 
review of the referenced project, please notify me in writing via letter or email as soon as 
possible at the following address – Jerae Wire, jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-
4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
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Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
 
Kip Spotted Eagle, THPO 
Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota 
PO Box 1153 
Wagner, SD 57380 

Subject:  United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Rural Development (RD) 
RUS Applicant THPO Section 106 Initiation 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 
 

Dear THPO Spotted Eagle: 
 
East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East River) is seeking financial assistance 
from the USDA Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric 
Program for the Pratt Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.11 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected 
load growth and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-
69kV substation constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching 
Station. The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer 
and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member 
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV 
transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV yard will initially 
have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities for 
additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time 
of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. 
Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 
If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking 
subject to review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 
306108, and its implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

 
11 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
Programs, National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project 
construction and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain 
any facilities; any right-of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, 
operation, and maintenance of the Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow 
material and habitat creation; all construction staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil 
areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from the undertaking at the same time 
and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” regardless of its specific 
type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects to historic 
properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 
 
Based on this definition, East River proposes that the APE for the referenced project 
consists of corridor of work as shown on the enclosed map. The geographic scope of the 
APE will not be final until a determination is made by RUS pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.4(a)(1). The APE does not include any tribal lands as defined pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.16(x). 
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4), and 7 CFR § 1970.5(b)(2) of the regulations, 
“Environmental Policies and Procedures” (7 CFR Part 1970), RUS has issued a blanket 
delegation for its applicants to initiate and proceed through Section 106 review if there is 
agreement.  
 
In delegating this authority, RUS is advocating for the direct interaction between its 
Electric Program applicants and Indian tribes. RUS believes this interaction, prior to direct 
agency involvement, will support and encourage the consideration of impacts to historic 
properties of importance to Indian tribes earlier in project planning. 
 
East River is notifying you about the referenced project because of the possible interest 
of the Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota in Hyde County, SD. Should Yankton Sioux 
Tribe of South Dakota elect to participate in Section 106 review of the referenced project, 
please notify me in writing via letter or email as soon as possible at the following address 
– Jerae Wire, jwire@eastriver.coop, Phone: 605-256-4536.  
 
Please include with your affirmative response, a description of any specific historic 
properties or important tribal resources in the APE and your recommendations about the 
level of effort needed to identify additional historic properties which might be affected by 
the referenced project. East River will respect the confidentiality of the information which 
you provide to the fullest extent possible.  
 
If at any time you wish to share your interests, recommendations and concerns directly 
with RUS, as the agency responsible for conducting Section 106 review, or to request 
that RUS participate directly in Section 106 review, please notify me at once, preferably 
via email. However, you may contact RUS directly. If you wish to do so, please submit 
your request to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov. 
 
Please submit your response electronically by 12/17/2022. RUS will proceed to the next 
step in Section 106 review if you fail to provide a timely response. Should you have any 
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questions or require additional information you may contact me at the mailing address 
and email provided above.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enc. Map 
 
c: Marcus Brundage; Matt Mohr; Gregory Korosec
 



 

 

 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Bobby Komardley, Chairman 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
PO Box 1330 
Anadarko, OK 73005 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear Chairman Komardley: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.1 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-

 
1 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 
Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Apache Tribe of Oklahoma.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Max Bear, THPO 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma 
700 Black Kettle Blvd 
Concho, OK 73022 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Bear: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.2 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
2 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Steven Vance, THPO 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota 
PO Box 590 
Eagle Butte, SD 57625 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Vance: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.3 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
3 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South 
Dakota.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Merle Marks, THPO 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota 
PO Box 50 
Fort Thompson, SD 57339 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Marks: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.4 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
4 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Michael Blackwolf, THPO 
Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana 
656 Agency Main Street 
Harlem, MT 59526 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Blackwolf: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.5 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
5 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Clyde Estes, Chairman 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, South Dakota 
187 Oyate Circle 
Lower Brule, SD 57548 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear Chairman Estes: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.6 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
6 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, South Dakota.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Thomas Brings, THPO 
Oglala Sioux Tribe 
PO Box 2070 
Pine Ridge, SD 57770 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Brings: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.7 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
7 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Oglala Sioux Tribe.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Ione Quigley, THPO 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota 
PO Box 809 
Rosebud, SD 57570 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Quigley: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.8 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
8 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, South Dakota.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Misty Frazier, THPO 
Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska 
425 Frazier Ave. N. Suite 2 
Niobrara, NE 68760 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Frazier: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.9 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
9 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Jon Eagle, THPO 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South Dakota 
PO Box D 
Fort Yates, ND 58538 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Eagle: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.10 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
10 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South Dakota.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus



 

 
 
 
 
December 27, 2022 
 
 
Kip Spotted Eagle, THPO 
Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota 
PO Box 1153 
Wagner, SD 57380 

Subject: USDA RD RUS Applicant THPO Recommended Finding of No Historic Properties 
Affected 
Pratt Substation 
Hyde County, SD 

Dear THPO Spotted Eagle: 

East River Electric Power Cooperative (East River) is seeking financial assistance from the USDA 
Rural Development (RD), Rural Utilities Service (RUS) under its Electric Program for Pratt 
Substation (Project). This Project will not be using the NPA.11 

The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth 
and to mitigate planning criteria violations.  Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation 
constructed at or near the location of WAPA’s North Bend Switching Station. The substation will 
feature a 230 kV line terminal, a new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future 
ring to provide 69 kV sources for member cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota 
Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60 MVA and include an LTC.  The 69kV 
yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line with future network capabilities 
for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection coordination, reliability and 
redundancy in transmission service.   
 
Substation Land: East River will work with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of 
submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to purchase property. Purchase 
agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction. 
 

If RUS elects to fund the Project construction work plan, it will become an undertaking subject to 
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 54 U.S.C. 306108, and its 
implementing regulations, 36 CFR Part 800. 

RUS defines the area of potential effect (APE), as an area that includes all Project construction 
and excavation activity required to construct, modify, improve, or maintain any facilities; any right-
of-way or easement areas necessary for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the 

 
11 Nationwide Programmatic Agreement among the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development Programs, 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Signatories, and The Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation for Sequencing Section 106 (NPA). 
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Project; all areas used for excavation of borrow material and habitat creation; all construction 
staging areas, access routes, utilities, spoil areas, and stockpiling areas. Impacts that come from 
the undertaking at the same time and place with no intervening causes, are considered “direct” 
regardless of its specific type (e.g., whether it is visual, physical, auditory, etc.). “Indirect” effects 
to historic properties are those caused by the undertaking that are later in time or farther removed 
in distance but are still reasonably foreseeable. 

At the direction of RUS, on 11/17/2022 East River notified the following Indian tribes about the 
Pratt Substation: Apache Tribe of Oklahoma; Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Oklahoma; 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, South Dakota; Crow Creek 
Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, South Dakota; Fort Belknap Indian Community of the 
Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, 
South Dakota; Oglala Sioux Tribe; Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud Indian Reservation, 
South Dakota; Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska; Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & South 
Dakota; and Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota. No responses were received from the tribes. 

The enclosed document titled, Section 106 Project Consultation, dated December 20, 2022, 
describes the results of the investigation of the APE. Located within the APE is the Pratt School 
site (39HE 0098. SHPO letter 21011101F state that this site should be considered not eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Based on the findings of the Section 106 Project 
Consultation, December 20, 2022, a finding of no historic properties affected in accordance with 
36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) is appropriate for the referenced project. 

Accordingly, the East River is submitting a recommended finding of no historic properties affected 
in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.4(d)(1) and supporting documentation for review and 
consideration by the Yankton Sioux Tribe of South Dakota.  

Please provide your concurrence or objection, electronically within 30 days of your receipt of 
this recommended finding. In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c)(4), RUS will proceed to the next 
step in review if we do not receive a response from you within thirty days. Please direct any 
questions you may have to Gregory Korosec at gregory.korosec@usda.gov.  

Sincerely, 

 

Jerae Wire 
Construction & Permitting Coordinator 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
c: Gregory Korosec; Marcus Brundage; Jon Aus
 



December 20, 2022

 

 

Jerae Wire 
East River Electric Power Cooperative 
211 S Harth Ave 
Madison, SD 57042

SECTION 106 PROJECT CONSULTATION 
Project: 221128004F – Pratt Substation 
Location: Hyde 
RUS - Rural Utilities Service

 

Dear Jerae,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project pursuant to 54 U.S.C. 306108, 
also known as Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as amended), and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Rural Utilities Service's authorization of applicants to initiate Section 106 
consultation with SHPOs, as described in 36 C.F.R. § 800.2(c)(4) and 7 C.F.R. § 1970.5(b)(2). The South 
Dakota Office of the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has the following comments regarding 
the effect of the proposed undertaking on the non-renewable cultural resources of South Dakota.

On November 28, 2022, SHPO received your letter, query results rom the Archaeological Resources 
Management System, site form for 39HE0098, records search results prepared by Lisa Liang of the 
Archaeological Research Center, and map showing the Area of Potential Effects (APE). Based upon the 
information provided, the proposed undertaking is for the construction of a new 230-69kV substation. 
Located within the APE is the Pratt School site (39HE0098). SHPO Letter 210111011F states that this site 
should be considered Not Eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, SHPO 
agrees with your recommended finding of "No Historic Properties Affected" for the proposed undertaking.

If any activities will occur in areas not identified in your original request, additional documentation on the 
identification of historic properties within the Area of Potential Effects, as described in 36 C.F.R. § 800.4, 
and on the undertaking's effects on historic properties, as described in 36 C.F.R. § 800.11, is required.

Please note that RUS - Rural Utilities Service remains responsible for all findings and determinations 
pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 800. RUS - Rural Utilities Service also remains responsible for their government 
to government relationships with Indian tribes. Receiving comments from SHPO does not relieve the 
federal agency official from consulting with other appropriate parties, as described in 36 C.F.R. § 800.2(c). 
Should comments be received from additional consulting parties regarding the identification of historic 
properties or the undertaking's effects on historic properties, these comments must be taken into account 
by the federal agency and could affect SHPO's response to the proposed undertaking.

If historic properties are discovered or unanticipated effects on historic properties are found after the 
agency official has completed the Section 106 process, the agency official shall avoid, minimize or 
mitigate the adverse effects to such properties and notify the SHPO and Indian tribes that might attach 
religious and cultural significance to the affected property within 48 hours of the discovery, pursuant to 36 
C.F.R. § 800.13
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Should you require any additional information, please contact Jozef Lamfers at Jozef.Lamfers@state.sd.us 
or at 605-773-6004. Your concern for the non-renewable cultural heritage of our state is appreciated.

Sincerely, 
Ted M. Spencer 
State Historic Preservation Officer

 

Jozef Lamfers 
Review & Compliance Archaeologist

 

C.C.: Marcus Brundage - USDA

        Gregory Korosec - USDA
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Archaeological Research Center
Archaeological Resources Management System

Log Off

Your Subscription Expires:
11/8/2023

Township (formatted
as '001N', '023S',

etc.):

110N Range (formatted as
'004E', '089W', etc.):

073W

Section (1-36) 15

REA Personnel

Submit Query Clear Query

No records found.

Archaeology https://archaeology.sd.gov/nrcs.aspx

1 of 1 10/27/2022, 10:25 AM
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Archaeological Research Center
Archaeological Resources Management System

Log Off

Your Subscription Expires:
11/8/2023

Township (formatted
as '001N', '023S',

etc.):

110N Range (formatted as
'004E', '089W', etc.):

073W

Section (1-36) 16

REA Personnel

Submit Query Clear Query

Records Found: 1
Item Site No. Recommended NR Status SHPO NR Determination Township Range Section

1 39HE0098 Unevaluated 110N 073W 16

Key to Recommended NR Status and SHPO NR determination values:

Register Listed on National Register

Eligible Eligible for listing on the National Register

Not eligible Evaluated, found not eligible for listing on National Register

Unevaluated Site has not been evaluated for National Register, status unknown

[blank] Site has not been evaluated for National Register, status unknown

Note: Recommended NR Status is the status recommended by the archaeologist in the field; the
SHPO NR determination is the official National Register status from the State Historic Preservation

Office and/or the lead federal agency.

Archaeology https://archaeology.sd.gov/nrcs.aspx

1 of 1 10/27/2022, 10:26 AM
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LOCATION

COMPONENTS

COMMENTS

ACCESSIONS

REPORTS
Restricted

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTER
Site No. 39HE0098

County: Hyde Site Name: Pratt School Other No.: BCA22-1317-1
NR Status Recom.: Unevaluated SHPO determination:
Nat. Reg. Criterion: A B C D
NR District:
Map Reference: Restricted Owner: Restricted
Arch. Region: Big Bend Topo Pos: Rolling Plain
Vegetation: Mixed Grass Substrate: Loess Land Use: Developed
UTM Centroid: Coord System Restricted Zone: Restricted

/
Restricted E/ Restricted N

Surf. Visiblity: 20% Site Elevation: 638 m Condition: Destroyed
Site Dim. N-S: 18 m E-W: 12 m Area: 0.02 ha Depth: 10 cm
Nearest Water: Type: Restricted Name: Restricted
Distance: Restricted m Elevation: Restricted m Direction: Restricted Bank: Restricted
Site No. Closed?: N Site Entry Created: 8/12/2022 Updated: 8/12/2022

Legal Locations Section Twp Rg

Site Type Time Period Cultural Affiliation
School Foundation
Artifact Scatter

A.D. 1861-
A.D. 1861-

Euro-American
Euro-American

Restricted

Restricted

1 reauser 10/27/2022 10:27:21 AM

□ □ □ □ 



Location Map

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH CENTER
Site No. 39HE0098

Restricted

2 reauser 10/27/2022 10:27:21 AM
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October 31, 2022 
 
Jennifer Buchholtz 
East River Electric Power Cooperative 
PO Box 227 
Marion SD 57042 
 
Dear Jennifer, 
 
Here are the results of your record search request.  I have summarized the information from the 
record search below (3 maps are included in this record search). 
 
Hyde Corridor_10-31; Section 16, T110N, R73W; Hyde County, South Dakota 
 
No archaeological sites or historic structures have been recorded within the immediate project 
area. (100 ft or less) 
 
One archaeological survey has been conducted within the immediate project area (100 ft or less). 
 

Archive No Author(s) Year Report Title 

ESD-0228 
Buechler, 
Jeffrey V. 2000 

Results of a Stratified Disproportionate Sample Survey of Mid-Dakota 
Rural Water System's Contract 4-2 Project Area, North of the Crow Creek 
Reservation in Faulk, Hand, Hughes, and Hyde Counties, South Dakota. 
DRS Project No. 00-1 

 
It is recommended that if evidence of any buried cultural resources is encountered during 
construction activities, such activities should be halted and a qualified archaeologist and/or the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) should be contacted in order to determine the 
appropriate course of action. If human remains are encountered during construction activities, 
such activities according to state and federal law must be halted immediately and local law 
enforcement officers and the Archaeological Research Center (ARC) contacted in order to 
determine a course of action.   
 
Mortuary features regardless of land ownership are protected by State and Federal Statutes.  
Procedures for the excavation and removal of Native American human remains and funerary 
objects on Federal or Tribal lands are specified under Public Law 101-601, November, 1990, 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), should this situation arise. 
 
Mortuary features located outside of registered cemeteries, regardless of ethnicity, are protected 
on state and private land in all development situations under the South Dakota statute for 
Cemeteries and Burial Records, SDCL34-27-21 through 30, 1990 and 34-27-31 through 32, 
1991.  The locations of archaeological sites are considered non-public information.  Do not 
distribute or copy this information to unauthorized personnel.  The confidentiality of the 
locations of archaeological sites is protected by SDCL 34-27-33, 2007. 

south dakota 
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 Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns regarding this record 
search. 
 Sincerely, 
  Lisa Liang, M

A
 

 
Senior A

rchaeologist 
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ATTACHMENT: THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
  



u,s. 

United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

FISll & WILDLIFE 
SBID7ICE 

~ 
In Reply Refer to: 
EAST RIVER ELECTRIC 43 
PROJECTS 

Jarae Wire 

Ecological Services 
South Dakota Field Office 

420 South Garfield A venue, Suite 400 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5408 

March 6, 2023 

East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. 
211 South Hmih Ave. 
P.O. Box 227 
Madison, South Dakota 57042-0227 

Dear Jarae Wire: 
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We are in receipt of 43 proposed powerline and substation projects you submitted to our office 
for environmental review between December 29, 2022, and February 10, 2023. These projects 
are listed below in alphabetical order: 

Ames Tap Rebuild 

Ashton to Mansfield Rebuild 

Big Springs to Akron 

Bristol to Webster Rebuild 

Canton Exit Substation 

Carpenter to Willow Lake Tie 

Carpenter to Yale Rebuild 

Dempster Tap Rebuild 

Dolton Tap Rebuild 

EROS to Lyons Tie 

Fodness to 129 Rebuild 

Garretson to EROS 

Harrison to Platte Tap Rebuild 

Howard to Lake County Tie Rebuild 

Hutchinson County Switching Station 

Hutchinson County to Freeman 

Ipswich to Norbeck Tie 

Ladelle Tap Rebuild 

Lake County Substation 

Lake Preston to DeSmet Tie Rebuild 

Lyons to Minnehaha County Tie 

Marion to Turner County 

Miner County to Fedora Tie 

Miner County to Howard Tap 

Miner County to Roswell 

Minnehaha County Substation 

Moritz Tap Rebuild 

Norbeck Switching Station 

Oldham Tap Rebuild 

Palisades to Garretson Tap 

Polo Tap Rebuild 

Pratt Substation 

Pratt to Lake Sharpe 

Rasmussen Substation Rebuild 

Redfield Substation Rebuild 

Richland Tap Rebuild 

Starla Tap Rebuild 

Toronto Tap 

Turner County Substation 

Union Creek Tap Rebuild 

VT Hanlon 230-11 SkV Addition 

WAPA No1ih Bend to Pratt 

Willow Lake to DeSmet Rebuild 

We appreciate you accessing our Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) online 
system and subsequently providing our office with details of the above-listed projects including 
maps, project descriptions and official species lists generated via the IPaC site, as well as your 
determination of impacts to those species. In addition to species and habitats protected per the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), the IPaC-generated letters you received for each project includes 
important information and recommendations that apply to these projects regarding other U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) trust resources such as wetlands, migratory birds, bald and 
golden eagles, easements, and fee-title lands managed by our agency. That information is 
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intended to assist the federal action agency (in the case of these projects, the Rural Utilities 
Service [RUS]) in their evaluation of these project's potential environmental impacts and 
provides guidance on measures to reduce impacts and assist in compliance with federal laws. 

Typically, we would provide individual responses to each of your project proposals; however, 
due to current staff shortages and high workloads, we are unable to do so for all 43 of these 
projects in a timely manner. Since the projects are similar in nature (i.e., overhead power line 
and/or substation construction activities), we herein provide info1mation and recommendations 
regarding specific concerns for wildlife habitats and Service trust resources that apply to all or 
many of the above projects, depending on the types of habitats that may be impacted and/or 
species that may be encountered at each project site. 

ESA Species 

We concur with your conclusions that the above-listed projects as described will not adversely 
affect the rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa), western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera 
praeclara), pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), or 
scaleshell mussel (Leptodea leptodon). While we also do not anticipate adverse impacts to the 
whooping crane (Grus americana) and Topeka shiner (Notropis topeka), we provide additional 
inf01mation below to ensure risk to these species is reduced. 

Note that the status of species that are currently identified as candidate and/or proposed species 
may soon change, and one threatened species' status already has. See below paragraphs 
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regarding the monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus; candidate), tricolored bat (Perimyotis 
subflavus; proposed as endangered and not identified in your letters), and northern long-eared bat 
(fo1merly listed as threatened, endangered status will be effective March 31, 2023). Should the 
above-listed projects not be completed before these species incur a change in status, additional 
consultation may be necessary. 

Further, the potential exists for some projects to incur adverse impacts to the northern long-eared 
bat, particularly if tree removal were to occur in occupied areas. Similarly, the Dakota skipper 
(Hesperia dacotae) may be impacted by projects occurring in native grasslands. Additional 
information is provided below for these species to help ensure compliance with the ESA. 

Additional Whooping Crane and Topeka Shiner Information 

• Whooping crane 
South Dakota is within the documented migration corridor of the Aransas/Wood Buffalo 
population of whooping cranes - the only self-sustaining migratory population of whooping 
cranes in existence. Whooping cranes migrate through the state twice annually on their way to 
northern breeding grounds (April-May) and southern wintering areas (September-November), 
occupying numerous habitats such as cropland and pastures; wet meadows; shallow marshes; 
shallow portions of rivers, lakes, reservoirs, and stock ponds; and both freshwater and alkaline 
basins for feeding and loafing. Overnight roosting sites frequently require shallow water in 
which to stand and rest. Potential whooping crane habitat in South Dakota has been identified by 
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the Service in Niemuth et al. (2018 1) which identifies probability of habitat use by migrating 
whooping cranes in the migration corridor. Use of this model is recommended to determine if 
suitable habitats exist in proximity of any of the above-listed projects. Whooping cranes are large 
birds with low maneuverability and line strike mortality is the greatest known threat to fledged 
whooping cranes. More information on this topic is provided with this letter in the "Avian 
Electrocution and Line Strikes" section below, as well as our Region 6 Guidance for !Minimizing 
Effectsfrom Power Line Projects within the Whooping Crane Migration Corridor (copy 
provided via email). Projects near suitable habitat identified by the Niemuth et al. (2018) model 
should be prioritized for line-marking. Additionally, should construction occur during spring or 
fall migration, the potential for whooping crane disturbances (flushing the birds) exists. 
Disturbance stresses them at critical times of the year and should be avoided. If whooping cranes 
are sighted during construction, activities should cease until the birds leave the area on their own. 
Sightings of whooping cranes at any time should be reported to this office and the South Dakota 
Department of Game, Fish and Parks. 

Our recommendation to identify suitable whooping crane habitat and mark lines line near those 
habitats applies to the following of the above-listed projects: 

Ames Tap Rebuild 

Ashton to Mansfield Rebuild 

Carpenter to Willow Lake Tie 

Carpenter to Yale Rebuild 

Harrison to Platte Tap Rebuild 

• Topeka shiner 

Ipswich to Norbeck Tie 

Ladelle Tap Rebuild 

Miner County to Fedora Tie 

Norbeck Switching Station 

Polo Tap Rebuild 

Pratt Substation 

Pratt to Lake Sharpe 

Redfield Substation Rebuild 

Starla Tap Rebuild 

WAPA Notih Bend to Pratt 

The Topeka shiner is known to occur in numerous rivers and streams of eastern South Dakota, 
within the James, Vermillion, and Big Sioux watersheds. Your determination that the proposed 
projects are unlikely to adversely affect this species included a justification that the projects "will 
not include activities that will contaminate, degrade, or have significant impact on aquatic 
habitats." Given the nature of overhead power lines and substations, we do not anticipate work 
occmTing within Topeka shiner occupied streams, but to clarify, impacts not identified as part of 
the projects, such as driving through waterways or working in riparian zones that could lead to 
erosion and sedimentation within the streams should be avoided. Comprehensive and effective 
measures to ensure disturbed sites are stabilized and revegetated post-construction are important 
to ensuring the integrity of instream habitat. We have provided (via email with this letter) a map 
of known occupied Topeka shiner streams for your convenience. 

Proposed projects that identify the Topeka shiner as a species that may be impacted include the 
following: 

Carpenter to Willow Lake Tie 

Carpenter to Yale Rebuild 

EROS to Lyons Tie 

GaiTetson to EROS 

Miner County to Roswell 

Moritz Tap Rebuild 

1 Niemuth, N. D., A. J. Ryba, A. T. Pearse, S. M. Kvas, D. A. Brandt, B. Wangler. 2018. Oppotiunistically collected 
data reveal habitat selection by migrating whooping cranes in the U.S. Northern Plains. Condor 120:343-356. 



Miner County to Fedora Tie 

Starla Tap Rebuild 

Palisades to Garretson Tap 

Toronto Tap 
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Canton Exit Substation 

Dempster Tap Rebuild 

Dolton Tap Rebuild 

Howard to Lake County Tie Rebuild 

Hutchinson County Switching Station 

Lake Preston to DeSmet Tie Rebuild 

Marion to Turner County 

Turner County Substation 

Willow Lake to DeSmet Rebuild 

Miner County to Howard Tap 

Species with an upcoming status change: 

• Monarch Butterfly 
The monarch butterfly is a widespread species that may occur across South Dakota from May 
through October, wherever required plant resources exist. As a candidate species, consultation is 
not currently required for the monarch (the species' status is pending review in 2024), but we 
encourage proactive consideration for this species during project planning. Monarch eggs are 
laid on milkweed plants (Asclepias spp.) which is the sole source of food for developing larvae. 
These plants may occur in many areas ranging from native grasslands to degraded sites such as 
road rights-of-way. Adult monarch butterflies require diverse floral resources that provide nectar, 
including milkweed. "Limited ground disturbance" is submitted with your determinations of 
impacts for this species in your project letters; however, a limited area of impact is not 
necessarily protective of this species, pai1icularly if eggs/larvae exist on milkweed plants within 
the project footprint. We recommend evaluating the above project sites for the presence of 
milkweed plants and nectar sources prior to construction activities and avoiding impacts to those 
plants while the monarch may be present in South Dakota. Further, we encourage post
construction revegetation effo11s that include native seed mixes with these plants incorporated 
to promote future conservation of this candidate species. 

All 43 of the proposed projects you provided could potentially impact this species. 

• Tl'icolored Bat 
The tricolored bat has recently been proposed for listing as endangered under the ESA (see: 
https://www.fws.gov/press-release/2022-09/proposal-list-tricolored-bat-endangered). Due to its 
proposed status, conferencing with our office for this species is not required unless the project 
may jeopardize the continued existence of the bat, but like candidate species such as the monarch 
butterfly, we encourage proactive consideration of proposed species in project planning. Because 
tricolored bats use similar habitats to northern long-eared bats, and some of your project letters 
include potential tree removal, we recommend avoidance of actions impacting trees during the 
April-October timeframe - the primary active season for bats in South Dakota. Eff011s to map 
tricolored bat habitat are currently underway for inclusion in our IPaC system. As a surrogate, 
we currently recommend using IPaCs n011hern long-eared bat suitable habitat map until the 
tricolored bat habitat map is completed. We anticipate a final determination regarding the status 
of the tricolored bat in the fall of 2023. If the above-listed power line and substation projects will 
not be completed before that time, reinitiation of consultation may be necessary to address 
potential impacts to this species. 

For a list of your proposed projects that could impact this species, see the list below for the 
northern long-eared bat. 
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• Northern Long-eared Bal 
On November 30, 2022, the Service published a fi nal rule to reclass ify the northern long-eared 
bat as endangered under the Endangered Species Act. On January 26, 2023, the Service 
publ ished a 60-day extension for the fina l reclassification rule in the Federal Register, mov ing 
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the effective listing date from January 30, 2023, to March 31, 2023. This extension was intended 
to provide stakeholders and the public time to preview interi m guidance and consultation tools 
before the rule becomes effective. Once completed, the tools wil l be available on the Service's 
northern long-cared bat webs ite (https://www.fws.gov/specics/northern-long-eared-bat-myotis
septentrionalis). Once the final rule goes into effect on March 31, 2023, the 4(d) determination 
key (4(d) Okey) will no longer be available because the 4(d) rule on which it is based will be 
vacated under the NLEB's new status as endangered. The 4(d) DKey will be replaced with a new 
Range-wide NLEB Okey (range-wide Okey). For projects not completed by Marcl1 31 , 2023, 
that were previously reviewed under the 4(d) Okey, reinitiation of consultation may be needed. 
For ongoing projects previously reviewed under the 4(d) Okey that are likely to result in 
incidental take of the northern long-eared bat, we recommend you review your projects using the 
new range-wide Dkey once avai lable. If your projects qualify for pre-determined 'no effect' or 
'may affect not likely to adversely affect' outcomes via the range-wide Okey, no further review 
or consultation would be needed. If your projects do not qualify, they may be eligi ble to use the 
Interim (formal) Consultation framework (framework.). The framework is intended to faci litate 
the transition from the streamlined consultation process provided under the 4(d) rule to typical 
Section 7 consultation procedures for federa lly endangered species and will be available only 
unti l spring 2024. Aga in, when avai lable, these tools (new range-wide Dkey and framework) will 
be available on the Service's northern long-eared bat website. 

Proposed projects that identify the northern long-eared bat that may require reconsultation in the 
IPaC system include the fo llowing: 

Carpenter to Yale Rebuild 

Storla Tap Rebuild 
Dempster Tap Rebuild 

EROS to Lyons Tic 

Howard to Lake County Tie Rebuild 

Marion to Turner County 

M iner County to t-loward Tap 

Moritz Tap Rebuild 

Palisades to Garretson Tap 

Turner County Substation 

Ames Tap Rebuild 

Ashton to Mansfield Rebui ld 

Ladelle Tap Rebuild 

Polo Tap Rebuild 

Species Requiring Additional Evaluation 

• Northern Long-eared bat 

Pratt to Lake Sharpe 

Redfield Substation Rebuild 
Big Springs to Akron 

Lyons to Minnehaha County Tie 

Richland Tap Rebuild 

See above paragrnph and access the too ls to determine impacts via the northern long-eared bat 
website for projects that will not be completed by March3 l 
(htlps :/ /www.fws.gov/species/northern-Ion g-eared-bat-m yotis-septentriona I is). 

• Dakota skipper 
As with the monarch bL1ttcrfly, " limited ground disturbance" is provided in your letters as 
justification that the projects will not incur adverse impacts to Dakota skippers. Wh ile it is true 
that impacts are less likely with relatively small project footprints, that factor alone does not 
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preclude the risk of take to the species if disturbance occurs in suitable habitat and the species is 
present. Dakota skippers are obligate residents of high-quality prairie ranging from wel-mesic 
tallgrass prairie to d1·y-mesic mixed grass pra irie. ln northeastern South Dakota, they inhabit dry
mesic hill prai ries with abundant purple coneflower (Echinacea angustifolia), but also use mesic 
to wet-mesic tallgrass prairie habitats characterized by wood lily (Dlium philadelphicum) and 
mountain deathcamas (smooth cam as; Zigadenus e!egans). The brief (approximate 2-week) adult 
stage is the only time these small butterflies are not restricted to the ground (in the relatively 
sedentary stages of eggs, larvae, or pupae), but even during this timeframe, the females are 
laying eggs on the landscape. Our primary recommendation is to avoid work within suitable 
habitats to ensure impacts to this species are not incurred. The likely location of intact native 
grasslands in eastern South Dakota has been identified by Bauman ct al. (2016)2, avai lable on li ne 
at hllps://openprairie.sdstatc.edu/data_ land-easternSD/ 1 /. Additionally, cri tical habitat has been 
designated for this species in South Dakota; for details and locations see the following website: 
http://www.fws.gov/Midwest/endangcrcd/insects/dask/index.html. We recommend you access 
this data to assist you in determining if any of your proposed projects may impact native 
grasslands. Projects occurring outside these habitat types are not likely to adversely affect 
Dakota skippers; however, if project areas include suitable habitat, and these habitats cannot be 
completely avoided, additional consultation may be necessary to ensure adverse impacts will not 
occur. 

Proposed projects that identify the Dakota skipper, for which the presence of native grasslands 
shou ld be evaluated include: 

Dempster Tap Rebuild 
Howard to Lake County Tie Rebuild 

Moritz Tap Rebuild 

Ashton to Mansfield Rebuild 
Ladelle Tap Rebuild 

Redfield Substation Rebuild 
Lake Preston to Desmet Tie Rebui ld 
Toronto ·Tap 

Willow Lake to DeSmet Rebuild 

Bristol to Webster Rebui ld 

Additional Information Pertinent to All Projects 

Grasslands and Grassland Birds 
Dakota skippers are not the only concern related to grassland impacts. lntact native prairie and 
prairie that was ti lled but then left to return to grass ("go-back prairie") are important habitats in 
South Dakota. In addition to the intrinsic value of diverse native prairie plant communities, these 
areas represent a fraction of the prairie acres that once existed in the state. These habitats harbor 
numerous native wildli fe species, some of which cannot survive outside the native plant 
community. Grassland nesting migratory birds often depend on these areas. Migratory birds are a 
trust resource for our agency and population decl ines among grassland-nesting species are 
known to be greater than for all other avian groups rnliant on other biomes in North America 
(Rosenberg et al. 2019 3) . Population level impacts begin with, and are exacerbated by, local 

2 Bauman, P, , B. L. Carlson, and T.Butler.2016. Quantifying undisturbed (native) lands in eastern South Dakola:201 3. 
South Dakota State University. 

3 Rosenberg, K. V., A. M. Dokter, P. J. Blancher, J, R. Sauer, A. C. Smith, P.A. Smith, J.C. Stanton, A. Panjabi, L. 
Melfi, M. Parr, P. P. Marra. 2019. Decline of the North American avifauna. Science 366: 120- 124. 
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impacts to individuals. Our foremost recommendation is complete avoidance of impacts to native 
grassland habitats. A voidancc of work during the nesting season (genera lly mid-April - August) 
is a secondary mitigative measu1·e. We again recommend you access the likely locations of intact 
native grasslands in eastern South Dakota as identified by Bauman et al. (2016), ava ilable on line 
at https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/data _ land-easternSD/ 1/. Note that while native prairie is 
considered a conservation priority in the state, lesser-quality grasslands (e.g., grasslands with a 
high non-native plant component, overgr~zed grasslands) can still provide habitat for wildlife 
and we recommend avoidance of these plant communities whenever possible. For any 
disturbances in native grasslands, we recommend revegetation with native grass and fo rb species. 

Avian Electrocution and Line Strikes 
A primary concern of the Service regarding electrica l infrastructure is the threat of avian 
electrocution, particulal'ly fo r raptors (hawks, owls, eagles, and fa lcons). Thousands of raptors 
are ki lled annually as they attempt to utilize overhead power lines and substations as nesting, 
hunting, resting, feed ing, and sunning sites. The Service recommends the installation of 
underground, rnther than overhead, power lines whenever possible/appropriate to minimize 
environmental disturbances. For all new overhead faci lities or modernization of existing 
facilities, we recommend incorporating measures to prevent avian electrocutions. The 
publication, "Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Dnes - The Stale of the Art in 
200611 has many good suggestions including pole extensions, modi ficd positioning of live phase 
conductors and ground wires, placement of perch guards and elevated perches, elimination of 
cross arms, use of wood (not metal) braces, and installation of various insulating covers. Many of 
the practices/principles in these guidelines may be applicable to substation facilities. You may 
obtain this publication online at: hLtps://www.aplic.org/. 

Please note that utilizing just one of the "Suggested Practices ... '' methods may not entirely 
remove the threat of electrocution to raptors. In fact, improper use of some methods may 
increase electrocution mortality. Perch guards, for example, may be only partially effective as 
some birds may sti ll attempt to perch on structures with misplaced or sma ll-sized guards and 
suffer electrocution as they approach too close to conducting materials. Among the most 
dangerous structures to raptors are poles that are located at a crossing of two or more lines, 
exposed above-ground transformers, or dead-end poles. Numerous hot and neutral lines at these 
sites, combined with inadequate spacing between conductors, increase the threat of raptor 
electrocutions. Perch guards placed on other poles has, in some cases, served to actually shift 
birds to these more dangerous sites, increasing the number of mortalities. Thus, it may be 
necessary to utilize other methods or combine methods to achieve the best results. 

Further, the spacing recommendation within the "Suggested Practices ... " publication of at least 
60 inches between conductors or features that cause grounding may not be protective of larger 
raptors such as eagles. This measure was based on the fact that the skin-to-skin contact distance 
on these birds (i.e., talon to beak, wrisl to wrist, etc.) is less than 60 inches. However, an adult 
eagle's wingspan (distance between feather tips) may vary from 66 to 96 inches depending on 
the species (golden or bald) and gender of the bird, and unfortunately, wet feathers in contact 
with conductors and/or grounding connections can result in a lethal electrical surge. Thus, the 
focus of the above precautionary measures should be to a) provide more than 96 inches of 



spacing between conductors or grounding features, b) insulate exposed conducting features so 
that contact will not cause raptor electrocution, and/or c) prevent raptors from perching on the 
structures in the first place. Again, many of the principles above may be applied to substation 
facilities as well. 

Additional information regarding simple, effective ways to prevent raptor electrocutions on is 
available in video form. Raptors at Risk may be obtained by contacting EDM International, Inc. 
at 4001 Automation Way, Fo1i Collins, Colorado 80525-3479, Telephone No. (970) 204-4001, 
or by visiting their website at: https://www.edmlink.com/images/documents-marketing
guides/guides/Raptors-at-Risk-Video-Order-Form-l.pdf. EDM has also developed an online 
video, Raptors on the Line 4K (see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJE6ILa9LRw), which 
provides a good overview of the issue, including potential liability for utility companies. 

In addition to electrocution at the proposed substation, overhead lines associated with it 
(particularly those located adjacent to wetlands or crossing streams) may pose the threat of line 
strike m01iality to migratory birds. In situations where these lines are adjacent to large wetlands 
or where waters exist on opposite sides of the lines, we recommend marking them in order to 
make them more visible to birds. For more information on bird strikes, please see Reducing 
Avian Collisions ·with Power Lines, the State of the Art in 2012 which may be obtained via the 
Edison Electric Institute at: 
http://www.eei.org/resourcesandmedia/products/Pages/reducingaviancollisions.aspx. 

Please be apprised of the potential application of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 
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(MBTA), as amended, 16 U.S.C. 703 et seq., and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 
1940 (BGEPA), as amended, 16 U.S.C. 668 et seq., to your project. The MBTA does not require 
intent to be proven and does not allow for "take," except as permitted by regulations. Section 703 
of the MBTA provides: "Unless and except as permitted by regulations ... it shall be unlawful at 
any time, by any means, or in any manner, to ... take, capture, kill, attempt to take, capture, or kill, 
possess ... any migratory bird, any part, nest, or eggs of any such bird ... ". The BG EPA prohibits 
knowingly taking or taking with wanton disregard for the consequences of an activity, any bald 
or golden eagles or their body parts, nests, or eggs, which includes collection, molestation, 
disturbance, or killing activities. 

If changes are made in the project plans or operating criteria, or if additional information 
becomes available, the Service should be informed so that the above determinations can be 
reconsidered. We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments. If you have any questions on 
these comments, please contact Natalie Gates of this office at (605) 220-3881 or 
Natalie_ Gates@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Digitally signed by Amity 

A •t B S Bass m I y as Date: 2023.03.08 12:33:41 

Amity Bass 
Field Supervisor 

-06'00' 

North and South Dakota Field Offices 



August 16, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400

Pierre, SD 57501-5408
Phone: (605) 224-8693 Fax: (605) 224-1416

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2023-0041563 
Project Name: Pratt Substation
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
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evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: 
 
https://www.fws.gov/media/endangered-species-consultation-handbook

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection- 
act,  https://www.fws.gov/media/endangered-species-act-1, and/or https://www.fws.gov/law/ 
migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-birds 
 
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. §§ 703-712, as amended), as well as the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et 
seq.).  Projects affecting these species may benefit from the development of an Eagle Conservation Plan 
(ECP), see guidance at this website  (https://www.fws.gov/node/266177).  An ECP can assist developers 
in achieving compliance with regulatory requirements, help avoid “take” of eagles at project sites, and 
provide biological support for eagle permit applications.  Additionally, we recommend wind energy 
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developments adhere to our Land-based Wind Energy Guidelines  for minimizing impacts to migratory 
birds and bats. 
We have recently updated our guidelines for minimizing impacts to migratory birds at projects that have 
communication towers (including meteorological, cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency 
broadcast towers).  These guidelines can be found at:     
 
https://www.fws.gov/story/incidental-take-beneficial-practices-communication-towers 
http://www.towerkill.com

 
According to National Wetlands Inventory maps, (available online at https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/national-wetland-inventory) wetlands exist adjacent to the proposed construction corridor.  If a 
project may impact wetlands or other important fish and wildlife habitats, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321-4347) and other environmental laws and rules, recommends complete avoidance of these areas, if 
possible.  If this is not possible, attempts should be made to minimize adverse impacts.  Finally if adverse 
impacts are unavoidable, measures should be undertaken to replace the impacted areas.  Alternatives 
should be examined and the least damaging practical alternative selected.   If wetland impacts are 
unavoidable, a mitigation plan addressing the number and types of wetland acres to be impacted, and the 
methods of replacement should be prepared and submitted to the resource agencies for review. 
 
Please check with your local wetland management district to determine whether Service interest lands 
exist at the proposed project site, the exact locations of these properties, and any additional restrictions 
that may apply regarding these sites.  The Offices are listed below.  If you are not sure which office to 
contact, we can help you make that decision.  
    
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Huron Wetland Management District, Federal Building, Room 309, 200 4th 
Street SW, Huron, SD 57350; telephone (605) 352-5894.  Counties in the Huron WMD:  Beadle, Buffalo, 
Hand, Hughes, Hyde, Jerauld, Sanborn, Sully. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lake Andes Wetland Management District,  P O Box 18, Pickstown, South 
Dakota, 57367; telephone (605) 487-7603.  Counties in the Lake Andes WMD:  Aurora, Brule, Charles 
Mix, Davison, Douglas. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Madison Wetland Management District, P.O. Box 48, Madison, South 
Dakota, 57042, telephone (605) 256-2974.  Counties in the Madison WMD:  Bon Homme, Brookings, 
Clay, Deuel, Hamlin, Hanson, Hutchinson, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Turner, Union, Yankton. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sand Lake Wetland Management District, 39650 Sand Lake 
Drive, Columbia, South Dakota, 57433; telephone (605) 885-6320.  Counties in the Sand Lake WMD: 
 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, McPherson, Potter, Spink, Walworth. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Waubay Wetland Management District, 44401 134A Street, Waubay, 
South Dakota, 57273; telephone (605) 947-4521.  Counties in the Waubay WMD:  Clark, Codington, Day, 
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Grant, Marshall, Roberts. 
 
You are welcome to visit our website (https//www.fws.gov/office/southdakota-ecological-services) or to 
contact our office/staff at the address or phone number above for more information.   
 
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Migratory Birds
Wetlands

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
Pierre, SD 57501-5408
(605) 224-8693
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ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 6 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515

Proposed 
Endangered

BIRDS
NAME STATUS

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus
Population: [Atlantic Coast and Northern Great Plains populations] - Wherever found, except 
those areas where listed as endangered.
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Threatened

Red Knot Calidris canutus rufa
There is proposed critical habitat for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864

Threatened

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

Endangered

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758
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3.

FISHES
NAME STATUS

Pallid Sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7162

Endangered

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

MIGRATORY BIRDS
Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  and the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act .

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to 
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider 
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the 
USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your 
project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this 

1
2

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7162
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
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1.

2.

list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location, 
nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact 
locations of where birders and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project 
area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species 
on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing 
the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to 
additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your 
migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be 
found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE 
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and 
breeding in your project area.

NAME BREEDING SEASON

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain 
types of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Breeds Jan 1 to 
Aug 31

PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the 
FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting 
to interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ( )

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your 
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week 
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see 
below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher 
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in 
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for 
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee 
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 
0.25.
To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of 
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum 
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence 

■ 

http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
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 no data survey effort breeding season probability of presence

in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on 
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.
The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical 
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the 
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across 
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project 
area.

Survey Effort ( )
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys 
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of 
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe
Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant 
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on 
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Golden Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Birds of Conservation Concern https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
Nationwide conservation measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/ 
documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

MIGRATORY BIRDS FAQ
Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts 
to migratory birds. 

■ 

■ ■ 

https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
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Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize 
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly 
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in 
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very 
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding 
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits 
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of 
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my 
specified location? 
The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern 
(BCC) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian 
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, 
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as 
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as 
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act 
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or 
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your 
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list 
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information 
Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds 
potentially occurring in my specified location? 
The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data 
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing 
collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information 
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and 
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me 
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area? 
To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, 
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look 
at the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each 
bird in your results. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated 
with it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point 
within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not 
breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds? 

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://avianknowledge.net/index.php/beneficial-practices/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
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Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

"BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern 
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);
"BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation 
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and
"Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on 
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) 
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities 
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, 
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC 
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can 
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, 
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects 
For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species 
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the 
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides 
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird 
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical 
Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic 
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use 
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this 
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study 
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list? 
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid 
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report 
The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of 
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for 
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC 
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be 
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that 
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look 
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no 
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey 
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In 
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of 

https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws
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certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for 
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might 
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you 
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement 
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities, 
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell 
me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory 
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.

WETLANDS
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND
PEM1Cx
PEM1C
PEM1A

RIVERINE
R5UBH
R4SBC

FRESHWATER POND
PABFh

FRESHWATER FORESTED/SHRUB WETLAND
PSSCx

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1Cx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1C
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1A
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R5UBH
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R4SBC
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PABFh
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PSSCx
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: Jennifer Buchholtz
Address: PO Box 227
City: Madison
State: SD
Zip: 57042
Email jbuchholtz@eastriver.coop
Phone: 6052564536

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Rural Utilities Service



February 03, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400

Pierre, SD 57501-5408
Phone: (605) 224-8693 Fax: (605) 224-1416

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2023-0041563 
Project Name: Prat Substation
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
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evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: 
 
https://www.fws.gov/media/endangered-species-consultation-handbook

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection- 
act,  https://www.fws.gov/media/endangered-species-act-1, and/or https://www.fws.gov/law/ 
migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-birds 
 
Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. §§ 703-712, as amended), as well as the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et 
seq.).  Projects affecting these species may benefit from the development of an Eagle Conservation Plan 
(ECP), see guidance at this website  (https://www.fws.gov/node/266177).  An ECP can assist developers 
in achieving compliance with regulatory requirements, help avoid “take” of eagles at project sites, and 
provide biological support for eagle permit applications.  Additionally, we recommend wind energy 
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developments adhere to our Land-based Wind Energy Guidelines  for minimizing impacts to migratory 
birds and bats. 
We have recently updated our guidelines for minimizing impacts to migratory birds at projects that have 
communication towers (including meteorological, cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency 
broadcast towers).  These guidelines can be found at:     
 
https://www.fws.gov/story/incidental-take-beneficial-practices-communication-towers 
http://www.towerkill.com

 
According to National Wetlands Inventory maps, (available online at https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/national-wetland-inventory) wetlands exist adjacent to the proposed construction corridor.  If a 
project may impact wetlands or other important fish and wildlife habitats, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 
4321-4347) and other environmental laws and rules, recommends complete avoidance of these areas, if 
possible.  If this is not possible, attempts should be made to minimize adverse impacts.  Finally if adverse 
impacts are unavoidable, measures should be undertaken to replace the impacted areas.  Alternatives 
should be examined and the least damaging practical alternative selected.   If wetland impacts are 
unavoidable, a mitigation plan addressing the number and types of wetland acres to be impacted, and the 
methods of replacement should be prepared and submitted to the resource agencies for review. 
 
Please check with your local wetland management district to determine whether Service interest lands 
exist at the proposed project site, the exact locations of these properties, and any additional restrictions 
that may apply regarding these sites.  The Offices are listed below.  If you are not sure which office to 
contact, we can help you make that decision.  
    
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Huron Wetland Management District, Federal Building, Room 309, 200 4th 
Street SW, Huron, SD 57350; telephone (605) 352-5894.  Counties in the Huron WMD:  Beadle, Buffalo, 
Hand, Hughes, Hyde, Jerauld, Sanborn, Sully. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Lake Andes Wetland Management District,  P O Box 18, Pickstown, South 
Dakota, 57367; telephone (605) 487-7603.  Counties in the Lake Andes WMD:  Aurora, Brule, Charles 
Mix, Davison, Douglas. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Madison Wetland Management District, P.O. Box 48, Madison, South 
Dakota, 57042, telephone (605) 256-2974.  Counties in the Madison WMD:  Bon Homme, Brookings, 
Clay, Deuel, Hamlin, Hanson, Hutchinson, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, McCook, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, 
Turner, Union, Yankton. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sand Lake Wetland Management District, 39650 Sand Lake 
Drive, Columbia, South Dakota, 57433; telephone (605) 885-6320.  Counties in the Sand Lake WMD: 
 Brown, Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, McPherson, Potter, Spink, Walworth. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Waubay Wetland Management District, 44401 134A Street, Waubay, 
South Dakota, 57273; telephone (605) 947-4521.  Counties in the Waubay WMD:  Clark, Codington, Day, 
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▪
▪
▪

Grant, Marshall, Roberts. 
 
You are welcome to visit our website (https//www.fws.gov/office/southdakota-ecological-services) or to 
contact our office/staff at the address or phone number above for more information.   
 
We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Migratory Birds
Wetlands
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
420 South Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
Pierre, SD 57501-5408
(605) 224-8693
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Birds
NAME STATUS

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus
Population: [Atlantic Coast and Northern Great Plains populations] - Wherever found, except 
those areas where listed as endangered.
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Threatened

Red Knot Calidris canutus rufa
There is proposed critical habitat for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864

Threatened

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

Endangered

Fishes
NAME STATUS

Pallid Sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7162

Endangered

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7162
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Insects
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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1.
2.
3.

Migratory Birds
Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  and the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act .

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to 
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider 
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the 
USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your 
project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this 
list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location, 
nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact 
locations of where birders and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project 
area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species 
on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing 
the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to 
additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your 
migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be 
found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE 
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and 
breeding in your project area.

NAME BREEDING SEASON

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain 
types of development or activities.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680

Breeds Jan 1 to 
Aug 31

Probability Of Presence Summary
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the 

1
2

https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
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1.

2.

3.

 no data survey effort breeding season probability of presence

FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting 
to interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ( )

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your 
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week 
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see 
below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher 
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in 
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for 
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee 
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 
0.25.
To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of 
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum 
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence 
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on 
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.
The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical 
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the 
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ( )
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across 
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project 
area.

Survey Effort ( )
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys 
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of 
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data ( )
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe
Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant 
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on 
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

■ 

■ 

■ ■ 
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SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Golden Eagle
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Birds of Conservation Concern https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/ 
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
Nationwide conservation measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/ 
documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

Migratory Birds FAQ
Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts 
to migratory birds. 
Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize 
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly 
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in 
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very 
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding 
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits 
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of 
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my 
specified location? 
The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern 
(BCC) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian 
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, 
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as 
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as 
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act 
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or 
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your 
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list 
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information 
Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds 
potentially occurring in my specified location? 

https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf
https://avianknowledge.net/index.php/beneficial-practices/
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
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1.

2.

3.

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data 
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing 
collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information 
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and 
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me 
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area? 
To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, 
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look 
at the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each 
bird in your results. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated 
with it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point 
within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not 
breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds? 
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

"BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern 
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);
"BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation 
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and
"Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on 
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) 
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities 
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, 
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC 
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can 
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, 
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects 
For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species 
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the 
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides 
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird 
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical 
Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic 
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

https://avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://data.pointblue.org/apps/rail/
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
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Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use 
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this 
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study 
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list? 
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid 
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report 
The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of 
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for 
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC 
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be 
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that 
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look 
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no 
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey 
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In 
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of 
certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for 
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might 
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you 
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement 
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities, 
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell 
me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory 
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.

http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://fwsepermits.servicenowservices.com/fws
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Wetlands
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

RIVERINE
R4SBC
R5UBH

FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND
PEM1Cx
PEM1C
PEM1A

FRESHWATER POND
PABFh

FRESHWATER FORESTED/SHRUB WETLAND
PSSCx

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R4SBC
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R5UBH
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1Cx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1C
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1A
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PABFh
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PSSCx
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc
Name: Jerae Wire
Address: 211 S. Harth Ave.
City: Madison
State: SD
Zip: 57042
Email jwire@eastriver.coop
Phone: 6052568269



Environmental Review Report

Project Information
  Report Generation Date: 12/23/2022 08:35:08 AM
Project ID: 2022-12-23-636
Project Title: Pratt Substation
User Project Number(s):
Project Type: Energy Production/Storage/Transfer, Power lines
Project Activities: New substation
County(s): Hyde
Township/Range/Section(s): 110N073W10; 110N073W11; 110N073W14; 110N073W15;

110N073W16; 110N073W17; 110N073W21; 110N073W22;
110N073W23; 110N073W8; 110N073W9

Watershed(s) HUC8: None
Latitude/Longitude: 44.323821 / -99.603268

Contact Information
  Organization: East River Electric
Contact Name: Jerae Wire
Contact Phone: 605-256-8269
Contact Email: jwire@eastriver.coop
Contact Address: 211 South Harth Ave Madison SD 57042
Submitted On Behalf Of:

Project Description
  The Pratt Substation is a new facility required to accommodate planned and projected load growth and to mitigate

planning criteria violations. Pratt Substation will be a 230-69kV substation constructed at or near the location of
WAPA's North Bend Switching Station (loan code 1005-0205). The substation will feature a 230 kV line terminal, a
new 230-69 kV transformer and a 69 kV terminal build for a future ring to provide 69 kV sources for member
cooperatives Oahe Electric, Central Electric and Dakota Energy. The 230-69 kV transformer will be rated 36/48/60
MVA and include an LTC. The 69kV yard will initially have a terminal for the Pratt to Lake Sharpe tie line (loan code
805-0005) with future network capabilities for additional 69kV lines for the area to provide better protection
coordination, reliability and redundancy in transmission service. This substation design has been previously approved
by RUS and Cooperative acknowledges 7CFR 1724.51 Design requirements. Substation Land: East River will work
with area landowners on acquiring land. At the time of submittal, East River does not have agreements in place to
purchase property. Purchase agreements and title transfers will occur prior to design and construction.
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Introduction

The vision of South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks (SDGFP) is to conserve our
state's outdoor heritage to enhance the quality of life for current and future generations. SDGFP
has a state-wide mission to manage wildlife and the habitats upon which they depend for their
ecological values and enjoyment by the citizens of South Dakota and visiting publics. SDGFP
strives to prevent or minimize unnecessary damage to species and their habitats by offering
possible mitigation measures or alternative project actions. 
 

Disclaimer
The information provided in this report can only be used as a site clearance letter if no
conflicts with sensitive wildlife resources were detected. This information provides an
indication of whether or not public or protected lands and sensitive resources are known or likely to
be located near the proposed project's location. The information generated in this report does not
replace Endangered Species Act consultation obligations with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) for federal listed species. 
 

A majority of the sensitive species records in the report originate from the South Dakota Natural
Heritage Database (SDNHD). The SDNHD tracks species at risk and certain unique habitats.
These species may be monitored because they are rare, indicative of a vulnerable habitat type, or
are are legally designated as state or federal threatened or endangered species.  Rare species are
those that are declining and restricted to limited habitat, peripheral to a jurisdiction, isolated or
disjunct due to geographic or climatic factors or classified as such due to lack of survey data. A list
of monitored species can be found at https://gfp.sd.gov/natural-heritage-program/. Many places
in South Dakota have not been surveyed for rare or protected species and habitats and the
absence of a species from a proposed project area does not preclude its presence. Accuracy of
species lists, report information and project recommendations should be verified after 90
days.
 

No environmental conflicts were detected by South Dakota Game,
Fish and Parks for your proposed project. This report is considered
final, and can serve as documentation for environmental clearance
from South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks. This report does not
replace coordination with the US Fish and Wildlife Service for
Endangered Species Act compliance.
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Project Type Recommendations
Raptors such as Bald Eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and Red-Tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis) can
use overhead transmission line infrastructure for nesting and perching. Bald Eagles are protected by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. Red-tailed hawks and other raptors
are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. A US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) permit is needed to
temporarily possess and relocate eagle nests, eggs, and young if they are present in the project area
(permit application: https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-72.pdf). A USFWS permit is also needed to remove 
active nests of species protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (permit application: 
https://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-81.pdf). No permit is necessary to remove inactive (empty) non-eagle
nests. 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act
Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, it is unlawful to pursue, hunt, take, capture, kill, possess, sell,
purchase, barter, import, export or transport any migratory bird, or any part, nest or egg of any such bird,
unless authorized under a permit issued by the Secretary of the Interior. Take is defined in regulations as:
"pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect or attempt to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture or collect." A list of species protected by the MBTA can be found here: 
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/migratory-bird-treaty-act-protected-species.php. 
Threats to species protected by the MBTA specific to the distribution line reconstruction include removal of
nests from existing project infrastructure.
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
Similarly, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act specifically protects these two eagle species by
prohibiting take, possession, sale, purchase, barter, offer to sell, transport, export or import, of any bald or
golden eagle, alive or dead, including any part, nest or egg, unless allowed by permit. A US Fish and
Wildlife Service permit is needed to temporarily possess and relocate eagle nests, eggs, and young. Threats
to Bald and Golden Eagles specific to the distribution line reconstruction include removal of nests from
existing project infrastructure. 
Based on the information provided, there is no anticipated significant impact to fish and wildlife resources
and would anticipate that to remain if the following suggestions are considered during the planning and
construction of the project.
 

1. Mark overhead powerlines according to APLIC recommendations.

2. Disturbance to riparian and wetland areas should be kept to an absolute minimum.

3. If riparian vegetation is lost it should be quantified and replaced on site. Seeding of indigenous
species should be accomplished immediately after construction to reduce sediment and erosion.

4. A site specific sediment and erosion control plan should be part of the project.

5. A post construction erosion control plan should be implemented in order to provide interim control
prior to re-establishing permanent vegetative cover on the disturbed site.

6. If active raptor nests or any Bald Eagle nests are encountered on existing project infrastructure,
contact the USFWS to obtain a permit prior to removal and relocation of the nest.

For questions related to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act or to obtain
a permit, please contact the South Dakota Ecological Services Field Office.
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Ecological Services South Dakota Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

420 S. Garfield Avenue, Suite 400
Pierre, SD 57501-5408
Phone (605) 224-8693

FAX 605-224-9974
Email: southdakotafieldoffice@fws.gov

Revegetation

Disturbance to native vegetation should be kept to a minimum.

Any disturbed area should be revegetated using native seed sources.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service Plant Materials Center in Bismarck, ND may serve as a
good source of information on native plantings (http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/ndpmc/).

Develop a long-term plan for preventing the introduction or establishment of non-native/invasive flora (plants)
within the development and identify the financial means to do so for the duration of the project.

Legal Obligations

South Dakota Endangered and Threatened Species Law

This state law (Chapter 34A-8) defines nongame, threatened and endangered species and wildlife
and describes the relevant authorities of the Game, Fish and Parks Secretary and Commission.
The SDGFP Commission may list, delist or change the status of state threatened or endangered
species. The Secretary shall conduct investigations to address information needs on population,
distribution, habitat needs, limiting factors and other data gaps to ensure these species are
managed in perpetuity. Take of state threatened or endangered species is prohibited except for
certain, authorized purposes or to protect life or property. This state law also prohibits the
reintroduction of a species on the federal list of threatened or endangered species that is
considered extirpated from the state, unless authorized by the South Dakota Legislature. More
information about obtaining a state endangered take authorization is available here: 
https://gfp.sd.gov/forms/endangeredspecies/
 

Aquatic Invasive Species

South Dakota Administrative Rule 41:10:04:02 forbids the possession and transport of aquatic
invasive species (AIS). Any construction vehicles, vessels, or equipment that will come into contact
with surface waters in South Dakota that have previously been used outside of the state or in and
AIS positive water within South Dakota must be thoroughly power washed with hot water (>140°F)
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and completely dried for a minimum of 7 days prior to use. All attached dirt, mud debris and
vegetation must be removed and all compartments and tanks capable of holding standing water
shall be drained and dry. This applies, but is not limited to, all equipment, pumps, lines, hoses and
holding tanks. The list of AIS positive waters is available
at http://sdleastwanted.com/maps/default.aspx  or by calling 605-223-7706.

Federal Laws

The following federal laws contribute to the conservation and management of fish and wildlife
resources in the United States: Endangered Species Act, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act,
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Clean Water Act, and the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act. The
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires compliance with  these statutes and
regulations.
Contact Information 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Field Office 420 S. Garfield Ave, Suite 400 

Pierre, South Dakota   57501 605-224-8693  

U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, South Dakota Regulatory Office 28563 Powerhouse Road 

Pierre, South Dakota    57501 605-224-8531 

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668–668d) provides for the protection of the
bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos). Under this federal
act, “take of eagles, their parts, nests or eggs is prohibited unless a permit is issued for certain
purposes and under certain circumstances as long as the authorized take is compatible with the
preservation of eagles. Disturbance resulting in injury, decreased productivity, or nest
abandonment by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding or sheltering behavior is
also considered take. This report does not replace consultation with the USFWS regarding the
protection of bald and golden eagles. Eagle nests are protected under this law, whether active or
inactive.  

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S. C. 703-712) provides international protection to migratory
bird species included in treaties among the United States, Great Britain, Mexico and Japan. This
federal act prohibits the taking, killing, possession and transportation (among other actions) of
migratory birds, their eggs, parts, and nests, unless specifically permitted by regulations.  This act
has no provisions for allowing unauthorized take. Effective steps can be taken to avoid take of
migratory birds. Work closely with the USFWS to identify protective measures to avoid migratory
bird take.  A list of migratory bird species protected under this act can be found at 50 CFR 10.13.
Introduced bird species are not protected under this Act. This report does not replace consultation
with the USFWS regarding the protection of migratory bird species. 
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Endangered Species Act

The Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531–1544) provides protections for native plant and
animal species that are in danger of becoming extinct. Under Section 9, it is unlawful for the “take”
of a listed species. This is defined as “... to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap,
capture, or collect or attempt to engage in any such conduct”. However, a permit may be issued for
take that is the result of an otherwise legal activity. Please contact the USFWS to determine if a
permit is needed. 
The USFWS is in charge of the protection of listed species and their critical habitat. Similarly, other
federal agencies are also directed to conserve listed species and ensure their actions do not
jeopardize a listed species existence or destroy or adversely modify critical habitat. As such, under
Section 7, federal agencies should consult with the USFWS to ensure compliance with this Act.
This report does not replace consultation with the USFWS regarding listed species. 

Clean Water Act

The intent of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) is “to restore and maintain the
chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters”. SDGFP has concerns for any
impacts to wetlands, streams and riparian habitats from development. We recommend that proper
planning take place to first and foremost avoid impacts to wetlands, streams, and associated
riparian corridors. If dredge or fill materials will be placed into waterways or wetlands, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Office should be contacted to determine if a 404 permit is
needed.

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act

The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (15 U.S.C. 661-667e) provides habitat protection by
requiring a federal agency to consult with the USFWS and SDGFP (i.e. the state fish and wildlife
agency) whenever an agency is proposing to control or modify a stream or other body of water.
The intent of this consultation is to conserve wildlife resources by preventing habitat loss or
damage. If control or modification of a water body is proposed, please begin consultation with the
USFWS and SDGFP.
 

No Special Status Species were documented within the project vicinity.

Table 2. Protected Areas within 800 Meters of Project Vicinity

Area Name Owner Contact

SPL School and Public Lands Commissioner of School and Public
Lands
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ATTACHMENT: WETLANDS PROTECTION 
  



Pratt Substation

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Standards and Support Team,
wetlands_team@fws.gov

Wetlands

Estuarine and Marine Deepwater

Estuarine and Marine Wetland

Freshwater Emergent Wetland

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland

Freshwater Pond

Lake

Other

Riverine

August 21, 2023
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This page was produced by the NWI mapper
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)

This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service is not responsible for the accuracy or currentness of the 
base data shown on this map. All wetlands related data should 
be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on the 
Wetlands Mapper web site.
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ATTACHMENT: FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
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ATTACHMENT: FORMALLY CLASSIFIED LANDS 
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ATTACHMENT: PRIME FARMLAND 
  



 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
200 Fourth Street SW, Room 203, Huron, SD 57350 

Voice:  605.352.1200     Fax:  855.256.2565  
 

An Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender 

 
         August 31, 2023 
 
Ms. Jennifer Buchholtz 
East River Electric Power Cooperative 
P.O. Box 227, 
211 S. Harth Ave., 
Madison, South Dakota  57042 
 
RE:  Environmental Review for: 
        Hyde Co_RUS- Pratt Electical Substation 
 
Dear Ms. Buchholtz: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) review on this 
project.  The project as outlined will have no impact on prime or important farmland. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (605) 352-1234. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
JESSICA MICHALSKI 
State Resource Conservationist 
 
cc: 
Nathan Jones, State Soil Scientist, NRCS, Huron SO 
 
 

USDA - United States Department of Agriculture 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)      Date Of Land Evaluation Request      

Name of Project      Federal Agency Involved      

Proposed Land Use      County and State      

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)      Date Request Received By 
NRCS                    

Person Completing Form: 

   Does the site contain Prime, Unique, Statewide or Local Important Farmland? 

   (If no, the FPPA does not apply - do not complete additional parts of this form) 

  YES      NO 
             

Acres Irrigated 
      

Average Farm Size 

      

   Major Crop(s) 

      

Farmable Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres:                %       

Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA 

Acres:               %      

Name of Land Evaluation System Used 

      

Name of State or Local Site Assessment System 

      

Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS 

      

Alternative Site Rating PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency) 
Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly                         

   B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly                         

   C. Total Acres In Site                         

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Information     

   A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland                         

   B. Total Acres Statewide Important or Local Important Farmland                         

   C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted                         

   D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value                         

PART V (To be completed by NRCS)  Land Evaluation Criterion 
              Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points) 

                        

PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency)   Site Assessment Criteria 
(Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5 b. For Corridor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) 

Maximum
Points 

Site A Site B Site C Site D 

   1.  Area In Non-urban Use  (15)                         

   2.  Perimeter In Non-urban Use  (10)                         

   3.  Percent Of Site Being Farmed  (20)                         

   4.  Protection Provided By State and Local Government  (20)                         

   5.  Distance From Urban Built-up Area  (15)                         

   6.  Distance To Urban Support Services  (15)                         

   7.  Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average  (10)                         

   8.  Creation Of Non-farmable Farmland  (10)                         

   9.  Availability Of Farm Support Services  (5)                         

   10. On-Farm Investments  (20)                         

   11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services  (10)                         

   12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use  (10)                         

   TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160                         

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)      

   Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100                         

   Total Site Assessment (From Part VI above or local site assessment) 160                         

   TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260                         

 

Site Selected:       

 

Date Of Selection       

Was A Local Site Assessment Used? 

              YES                 NO   

Reason For Selection:      

      

      

      

Name of Federal agency representative completing this form:       Date:       
(See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (03-02) 

I 

I □ □ 

□ □ 

I 



STEPS IN THE PROCESSING THE FARMLAND AND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 
 

Step 1 - Federal agencies (or Federally funded projects) involved in proposed projects that may convert farmland, as defined in the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) 
to nonagricultural uses, will initially complete Parts I and III of the form. For Corridor type projects, the Federal agency shall use form NRCS-CPA-106 in place 
of form AD-1006. The Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) process may also be accessed by visiting the FPPA website, http://fppa.nrcs.usda.gov/lesa/. 

 
Step 2 - Originator (Federal Agency) will send one original copy of the form together with appropriate scaled maps indicating location(s)of project site(s), to the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) local Field Office or USDA Service Center and retain a copy for their files. (NRCS has offices in most counties in the 
U.S. The USDA Office Information Locator may be found at http://offices.usda.gov/scripts/ndISAPI.dll/oip_public/USA_map, or the offices can usually be 
found in the Phone Book under U.S. Government, Department of Agriculture. A list of field offices is available from the NRCS State Conservationist and State 
Office in each State.) 

 
Step 3 - NRCS will, within 10 working days after receipt of the completed form, make a determination as to whether the site(s) of the proposed project contains prime, 

unique, statewide or local important farmland. (When a site visit or land evaluation system design is needed, NRCS will respond within 30 working days. 
 
Step 4 - For sites where farmland covered by the FPPA will be converted by the proposed project, NRCS will complete Parts II, IV and V of the form. 
 
Step 5 - NRCS will return the original copy of the form to the Federal agency involved in the project, and retain a file copy for NRCS records. 
 
Step 6 - The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will complete Parts VI and VII of the form and return the form with the final selected site to the servicing 

NRCS office. 
 
Step 7 - The Federal agency providing financial or technical assistance to the proposed project will make a determination as to whether the proposed conversion is consistent 

with the FPPA. 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM 
(For Federal Agency) 

 
Part I: When completing the "County and State" questions, list all the local governments that are responsible for local land 

use controls where site(s) are to be evaluated. 
 
 
Part III: When completing item B (Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly), include the following: 
 
1. Acres not being directly converted but that would no longer be capable of being farmed after the conversion, because the 

conversion would restrict access to them or other major change in the ability to use the land for agriculture. 
2. Acres planned to receive services from an infrastructure project as indicated in the project justification (e.g. highways, 

utilities planned build out capacity) that will cause a direct conversion. 
 
 
Part VI: Do not complete Part VI using the standard format if a State or Local site assessment is used. With local and NRCS      

assistance, use the local Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA). 
 
1. Assign the maximum points for each site assessment criterion as shown in § 658.5(b) of CFR. In cases of corridor-type 

project such as transportation, power line and flood control, criteria #5 and #6 will not apply and will, be weighted zero, 
however, criterion #8 will be weighed a maximum of 25 points and criterion #11 a maximum of 25 points. 

 
2. Federal agencies may assign relative weights among the 12 site assessment criteria other than those shown on the 

FPPA rule after submitting individual agency FPPA policy for review and comment to NRCS. In all cases where other 
weights are assigned, relative adjustments must be made to maintain the maximum total points at 160. For project sites 
where the total points equal or exceed 160, consider alternative actions, as appropriate, that could reduce adverse 
impacts (e.g. Alternative Sites, Modifications or Mitigation). 

 
 
 
Part VII: In computing the "Total Site Assessment Points" where a State or local site assessment is used and the total 
maximum number of points is other than 160, convert the site assessment points to a base of 160.  
Example: if the Site Assessment maximum is 200 points, and the alternative Site "A" is rated 180 points: 
 
 
 
 
For assistance in completing this form or FPPA process, contact the local NRCS Field Office or USDA Service Center. 
 
NRCS employees, consult the FPPA Manual and/or policy for additional instructions to complete the AD-1006 form. 
 

Total points assigned Site A 180 
Maximum points possible  200 = X 160  = 144 points for Site A
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