
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION BY 
EAST RIVER ELECTRIC POWER 
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR A PERMIT TO 
CONSTRUCT A WAPA NORTH BEND 
TO PRATT 230KV TRANSMISSION LINE 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
 
 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION; 
ORDER FOR AND NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC INPUT MEETING; 
NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY 

TO APPLY FOR PARTY 
STATUS 

 
EL24-011 

 
 On March 22, 2024, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received 
a facility permit application (Application) from East River Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (East 
River or Applicant). Applicant proposes to construct approximately 500 feet of 230-kilovolt (kV) 
transmission line and associated facilities (Project) located in Sections 15 and 16 of T110N, 
R73W, Hyde County, South Dakota. The Project will connect the North Bend Substation owned 
by the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) with the Pratt Substation owned by East 
River. The Project will be located on land owned by WAPA or East River, with the exception of 
the crossing of the public road Right of Way for County Road 649. Applicant anticipates 
construction to be completed by April 2025. Applicant estimates the total construction cost of the 
proposed Project to be approximately $766,000.  
 
 The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26 and 
49-41B and ARSD Chapter 20:10:22.  
 
 Pursuant to SDCL 49-41B-15 and 49-41B-16, the Commission will hold a public input 
meeting on Wednesday, May 8, 2024, at 5:30 p.m., CDT, in Room 413 of the State Capitol 
Building, 500 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, South Dakota.  
 
 The purpose of the public input hearing will be to hear public comments regarding the 
Application and the Project. At the hearing, East River will present a brief description of the 
Project, after which interested persons may appear and present their views, comments, and 
questions regarding the Application. A copy of the Application is on file with the Hyde County 
Auditor and at the Commission’s office in Pierre. The Application and all other documents in the 
docket, including detailed maps of the Project, may be accessed on the Commission’s web site 
at puc.sd.gov under Commission Actions, Commission Dockets, Electric Dockets, 2024 Electric 
Dockets, EL24-011 or by contacting the Commission in person at the Capitol Building, 500 E. 
Capitol Ave., Pierre, SD, or by phone at (605) 773-3201.  
 
 Pursuant to SDCL 49-41B-17 and ARSD 20:10:22:40, the parties to this proceeding are 
currently the Applicant and the Commission Staff. Each municipality, county, and governmental 
agency in the area where the facility is proposed to be sited; or any person residing in the area 
where the facility is proposed to be sited, or any directly interested person, may be granted party 
status in this proceeding by making timely written application to the Commission. Applications for 
party status will be available at the public input hearing or may be obtained from the Commission’s 
web site or by contacting the Commission. Applications for party status must be filed with the 
Commission on or before 5:00 p.m., CDT, May 21, 2024. The Commission will also accept 
comments in writing from anyone, either by mail, personal delivery, or e-mail until the time of the 




