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II.

INTRODUCTION

Please state your name, employer, and business address.

My name is Kevin Scheidecker. I am employed by Otter Tail Power Company
(“Otter Tail”). My business address is 215 South Cascade Street, Fergus Falls,
Minnesota 56537.

Did you provide Direct Testimony in this docket on April 15, 2024?
Yes.

What is the purpose of your Supplemental Direct Testimony?

The purpose of my Supplemental Direct Testimony is to provide an update on the
environmental surveys and additional agency coordination that has been
conducted for the South Dakota portion of the Big Stone South to Alexandria 345
kilovolt (“kV”) Transmission Line Project (the “Project”) since the Facility Permit
Application (“Application”) was filed on April 15, 2024. I will also provide updates
regarding the environmental analysis for the Project’s current proposed Route,
right-of-way (“ROW?”), and Flexibility Area.

What exhibits are attached to your Supplemental Direct Testimony?
The following exhibits are attached to my Supplemental Direct Testimony:

e Exhibit A: Supplemental Level I Cultural Resource Letter Report, dated
August 20, 2024 (CONFIDENTIAL);

e Exhibit B: South Dakota State Historical Society/State Historic Preservation
Office (“SHPQO”) Letter, dated September 11, 2024;

e Exhibit C: Addendum Level III Cultural Resources Survey Report, dated May
2024 (CONFIDENTIAL); and

e Exhibit D: SHPO Acceptance Letter, dated June 12, 2024.

ROUTE ADJUSTMENTS

In Jason Weiers’ Supplemental Direct Testimony, he describes the
adjustments made to the Project’s Route, ROW, and Flexibility Area
since the Application was filed in April 2024. Are you aware of this
testimony?

Yes.

1 Scheidecker Supplemental Direct Testimony
Docket No. EL24-015



37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

Are the adjustments described in Mr. Weiers’ Supplemental Direct
Testimony depicted on the redline comparison maps included in
Exhibit A to Mr. Weiers’ testimony?

Yes.

Did these Route adjustments affect resource impact estimates in the
Application?

The analysis of existing resources and potential impacts and avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation measures in Sections 11.0 through 22.0 remains
accurate for the current Project (including the Route adjustments), with a few
minor updates. These updates are provided in Exhibit A to Mr. Weiers’ testimony
and are discussed further herein. The estimates for temporary and permanent
impacts were updated for the current Project to cover the Route adjustments.
Overall, the estimated impacts are conservative and similar to those presented in
the Application.

Have the adjustments, including the modified Flexibility Area, been
field surveyed for wetlands?

Yes. The area surveyed for aquatic resources (including wetlands) in the Aquatic
Resources Delineation Report (Appendix D to the Application) covers the Route
adjustments and the modified Flexibility Area. See the updated analysis in Exhibit
A to Mr. Weiers’ testimony.

Have the Route adjustments, including the modified Flexibility Area,
been field surveyed for cultural resources?
Yes.

The Applicants conducted a Level I records search and review of historical maps
and aerial photographs for the current Flexibility Area around the Route
adjustment near the Big Stone South Substation. This area is largely already
disturbed with the construction of two substations and has been subject to multiple
Level III cultural resource surveys in the past few years. The Applicants provided
this analysis to SHPO on August 16, 2024 (see Exhibit A (Supplemental Level I
Cultural Resource Letter Report (confidential)). In a letter dated September 11,
2024, SHPO agreed with the Applicants that this Route adjustment (including the
associated Flexibility Area) is not anticipated to impact a historic property which
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is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (“NRHP”) (see
Exhibit B (SHPO Letter, dated September 11, 2024)). Accordingly, no further
surveys for cultural resources are needed in relation to the adjustment near the Big
Stone South Substation.

Level III field surveys for cultural resources were conducted in October 2024 for
the portions of the Flexibility Area and ROW not previously surveyed related to the
Route adjustment on the parcel owned by Otter Tail, Montana-Dakota Utilities Co.,
and NorthWestern Energy just south of U.S. Highway 12 and the Route adjustment
along 146t Street. No additional NRHP eligible or potentially eligible cultural
resources were identified. The survey results will be included in an addendum
cultural resources report documenting the October 2024 cultural field survey
efforts.

The Route adjustment right before the South Dakota-Minnesota border was
covered in previous Level III cultural resource field surveys.

CULTURAL AND ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY UPDATE

Have the Applicants completed the Addendum Level III Cultural
Resource Survey Report for the April 2024 field surveys for cultural
resources and historic architectural resources?

Yes. As described in the Application, Level III field surveys for cultural resources
were conducted in April 2024. A historic architectural resource reconnaissance
survey was completed at the same time. The Addendum Level III Cultural
Resources Survey Report includes the results from these surveys. The report is
provided as Exhibit C to my testimony.

Have the results of the April 2024 cultural and architectural field surveys
been submitted to the SHPO?

Yes. The Addendum Level III Cultural Resources Survey Report was submitted to
SHPO on June 6, 2024.

Has the SHPO provided an acceptance letter?

Yes. On June 12, 2024, SHPO provided an acceptance letter for the Addendum
Level IIT Cultural Resources Survey Report. The SHPO letter is provided as
Exhibit D to my testimony.
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IV. CONCLUSION

Q. Does this conclude your Supplemental Direct Testimony?
A

Yes.

Dated this 25th day of October, 2024.

feenee’ &;@AH

Kevin Scheidecker
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