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Group talks up all-terrain wheelchairs

Access Ability Wiscensin
aims to put one in every
county across (he state

Paul A, Smith
Mitwaukee Journal Sentine!
LISA TODAY NETWORK = WECONESY

Twelveyearshavepassed, but Mon-
ica Spaceni of Mineral Point, Wisconsin,
remembers the moment as clearly as
any in her life.

“Wow!" said Spaeni, 59, recalling the
2012 experience of using an all-terrain
swheelchair. “It was eye-opening and af -
forded me a freedom | thought | might
never have again. | knew | wasn't going
to let that go, either.”

Spaeni, who was paralyzed from the
waist down in a 2001 skiing accident,
had been restricted to paved or other
relatively flat surfaces In her traditional
wheelchair.

But the all-terrain wheelchair was
powered by an electric motor and
equipped with tracks similar toatank. it
allowed Spaeni to travel independently
that day across a grassy and stubble-
filled field on a pheasant hunt as her
husband, Steve, walked nearby.

And for the first time in years on an
outdoor excursion, Monica Spaeni satd,
her husband wasn't worried about her
safety.

It was like | found a new pair of hik-
ing beots,” Spaeni said. “It opened a
door fer me.”

Others, 100,

In 2013, Spacni was one of the found-
ing members and s current board presi-
dent of Access Ability Wisconsin, a
nonprofit formed to provide opportuni-
ties for individuals with mobility chal-
lenges to enjoy nature and outdoor rec-
reational experiences. Its mottois “Out-
doors Access 4 All.”

Thegroupis working with partners to
purchase and place all-terraln wheel-
chairs in each county of Wisconsin. As
of this spring, it had reached 32.

Under AAW's typical arrangement,
the all-terrain wheelchalr and a trailer
are hosted by a local organization or fa-
cility. Peeple will borrow it for an outing.
The use of the all-terrain wheelchair
and trailer is free.

AAW is holding g 10th anniversary

‘<’.’d,
Monlca Spaeni traverses a marsh area
with her husband, $teve, and thelr dog
Ragnar. Spaenl, president of Access
Abllity Wisconsin, has a fleet of

NS R

Critical to those who spend theirday
ina chalr, the movements also allow the
user to change positions and alleviate
pressure points on lhe taflbone, back
and thighs.

With an electric power source, the
chair runs quiet as a whisper. When
fully charged, the balteries can runthe
chair constantly for many hours.

Spaent said the chalrs aren't only for
those unable to walk. They can be used
by anyane, perhaps through age, injury
ordisease, who has difficully navigating
trails or other outdoor terrain,

‘The uses of an all-terrain wheelchalr
are virtually unlimited.

Spaeni, lor example, recently used
one on an outing to find and pick morel

all-terraln Ichalrs to m
borrow for free or adonation around
the state.
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celebration June 1 in Madison (o help
raise awareness for all-terrain wheel-
chairs, promote opportunities for peo-
ple to use them and altract more part-
ners in it quest to have the equipment
statewlde,

Traditlonal wheelchairs aren’t often
stable enough for safe movement across
rugged or uneven ground and aren’t
suiled to travel over sand, gravel or long
grass.

But the right piece of equipment can
make a world of difference for those
with physical challenges.

Think of the all terrain wheelchair as
the off-road alternative among wheel-
chairs.

"It opens up so many possibilities,”
Spaeni said. “It allows people to locus
on what's possible instead of what's
not.”

The all-terrain wheelchairs have five
speeds and can travel as fastas 5 mph.
Standard models feature a joystick and
push buttons for controls butcanalsobe
fitted with a “pufler” for people without
the use of their hands.

The ability toadjust the seat positien
- from tilted slightly forward to a deep
recline - adds a measure of comfort and
safety. When going uphill, the user can
11t forward, If going downhill, it canbe
adjusted backward. The chair can also
turn in a tight radius,

NOYICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTIITIES COMMISSION
WHAT: Permit for Otter Tall Power Companyand Western Minnesols
Mucicipal Power Agency to Consiruct @ 345KV fransmission line from
the Big Stone South Substation to the Minnesols border In Big Stone

and prune trees, The equip-
ment was used in April by Justin Ninc-
dorf as he tagged a wild turkey neat Os-
seo,

And last September Randall Sonnen-
berg of Watertown used an all-terrain
wheelchalr to learn (ly casting.

At a July 2022 event to mark the
placement of an all-terrain wheelchair
at Wehr Nature Center in Franklin, Dar-
in Malsack, then 45, and his daughter
Sofia, 5, bothof Milwaukee,drove onthe
grounds on Darrin's camouflage-col-
ored all-terrain wheelchalr.

Darrin, who is paralyzed from the
chest down, sald he had a plow attach-
ment for his all-terrain wheelchair
which he used to clear snow from his
driveway.

The benefits of the all-terrain wheel-
chair extended to his daughter, Dartin
said.

“It zeally helps herget outdoors with
me,” he said, *I'd say it'sas inuch for her

as it is for me.”

Other adaptive features for the all-
terrain wheelchairs include mounts for
cameras and extensions for tools.

Spaeni said the value of the equip-
ment is multiplied many times through
the mental and physical health benefits
it provides to users and their families.

“When we slarled, we said helping
people with physical challenges get out-
doors was very Important,” Spaeni said.
“And of course that's true. Bul we also
now know it increases independence
and decreases depression. It's a mentat
health solution, teo.”

Spaeni said AAW has helped more
families get out together and helped in-
crease social connections in communi-
ties.

"If y'ou are stuck inside for any rea-
son, it's no fun,” Spaeni said. “T'hese all-
terrain wheelchairs canbe a life chang-
er”

AAW has grown substantially in all
aspeclsover thelast decade. It has gone
from one all-terrain wheelchair in Dane
County to at least one in 32 countics. By
the end of 2024, Spaenl expects to add
two more counties to the list. In 2023
AAW was at 44 events, Spaeni said. And
the organization now has two full-time
employees, including a certified recre-
ational therapist.

The biggest challenge in scaling up is
cost. Spaeni said an all-terrain wheel-
chair and trailer runs about $25,000.

“We're working on new partnerships
and grantprograms,”Spaeni said. *It's &
chailenge but you know that never
stopped us before. Our goal is to get
them Inall 72 counties in Wisconsinand
we're not changing.”

Nothing
ever
changes.

Township, Grant County, Sauth Dakota

WHEN AND WHERE: Wednesdsy, May 29, 2024, at 5:30 p.m., CDT, at

the Hig Stone American Legion, 14321 485th Ave., Blg Stone City, South

Dakota
Pursuant o SDCL Chapler 49 418, the South Dskols Public Utities Commission
(Commission)wil hold a public Inpul meeting st the above lima and place on aa Appication

led by Otter Tall Power Company (Olter Tail) and Waslarn Manesota Munidpal Power
Agency (Westemn Minnesota) {collectively, Applcants) lo construct » 3 5mie 345 kv
transmission kine and associsted feciilias including substation upgrades (Projec) in Big
Stone Townshp, Grant County, SD. The Projact originates al Otter Tars existing Big Stone
South Substalon. localod sparoximately 2 miles west of Big Stone City, South Dakola in
Big Stone Township and connects Lo B substation near Alexondria, Minnesota.
The purpose of the pubiiic tnput mecting wal be 1o hear public comments regaroing tre
Application end the Project. Al the mecting. Applicants wil present a briof description of
the Project, BRarwhich iteresied pevsons may sppear and prosent her vicws, comments,
end ding the A copy of the Apph 15 0n fiio wilh (he Grant
Counly Audttor Bnd al the Commission's office in Picrrc. Tho Application and el other
documants in tha dockel. Including detailod meps of the Projact, mey bo accassed on
the Commission's websig et puc sd.gov under Commission Actions. Cammission Dockets,
Electrlc Dockets, 2024 Etectiic Dockets, EL24-016 or by conactng the Commission m
paurson at the Capiol Building, 500 E. Capitol Ave , Prerre, SO.
Pursuant to SOCL 49.418-17 8nd ARSO 20:10:2240. tha pertes L0 ths proceoding
ate cumonty the Appicant snd the Commission Staft. Each muncipality, county. snd
governmantal aguncy In Iho aoa wharo the facily ls Proposed ta be sted: of any
POrson residiig i (he Bros whete the facikt, is Proposes to bie sAQL, or any duectly
Interesled person, may be granted party in this % by making tr

to the C for party status wil bo svaladie at the pualc

IrpuA moeting or may bo obtained from tha Commission’s web s le or by conlacting the
Commisston. Apphcations for party status must bo lliad with the Comvmission 66 ot bofore
5:00 p.m. CDT. Juno 14, 2024. The Commission wlil Bs0 accept comments kn writing kom
soyono. either by meil, personal detvery, of e:mad witi the ime of the decision. You onty
need 10 apply for party status ¥ you went fo panticipate formally in the case by putting
on actual tastimony or othor factusl ovidence, conducling diCavery, Cross-amamining
witnessos, making legal Brgumonts, and to presonve your Aghl to appeal to the courts if
you do nol beliove the Convnissied's decision is legatly comect You do not noed 10 have
Pecty status in order 1 subimil written comments.
Fatiovang the public IBpUI meetag, the Commission may schedule a formal evidenllary
hoating coalorming to SOCL Chaptes 126 to considor issuas rased by any perty ot the
Commission Itsell At such a lormal hearing, sil pactios will have he 0pportunty 1o 8ppear,
present evidence, and cioss-examine the othee partics’ wilnesses ond cxorcise a¥ olher
rights afforded by SDCL Chasplars 126, 49.1, and 49-418 and ARSD Chaplers 20:1001 and
2010:22, inchuding rights of appeal to the cours
Puisuant to the Amaricans with Dissbilllies Acl. the input meetng will be hed in o
physically accesshle locatian Please cantact the Putlic Utittlics Commission at {605) 773
3201 M least 48 howrs prior to the hearing ¥ you have special needs 30 arangements can
be made (0 accommodate you.
Published Uvee Uimes Bythe Souh Dakots PUC ot 6 latat sppreaimals cost of SBB1S
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guides to help you votefor the
progress you want to see.

Vote informed at

i, nlon.com/elacti
P /

/voter-gulde

fpo\

Pustic OPINION

Smart Solutions Include:

(;@ Targetng tharght
3

#LocaliQ
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