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Exhibit A10·1 

Brookings County 2015 Property Value Survey 

In October of 2015 Prevailing Winds, LLC completed a 3 Step Survey to gather data on property 

values near Wind Turbines. Below are the Abstracts and Results of the Survey Steps 

Abstract of Step 1: 

Prevailing Winds, LLC preformed a survey of publicly available 2015 property values in Brookings County, 

South Dakota. Prevailing Winds began the survey by obtaining publicly available property values for the 

233 parcels (Exhibit "C") of land within and adjacent to the Buffalo Ridge II wind project. The Buffalo 

Ridge II wind project has wind turbines located in 7 sections of Argo Township and 16 sections of 

Oaklake Township, there are 15 sections directly adjacent to the sections with turbines. A total of 38 

sections within Brookings County are included in this survey. Property records included in this survey 

are for years 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. Survey results are based on total difference in property 

value from first year of wind turbine operations (2011) to this year (2015). 

The Buffalo Ridge II wind project was constructed in 2010 and began operations in December 2010. The 

Project is 210 megawatts and has 105 Gamesa G87 2.0 MW wind turbines. The Project is located in 

northeastern Brookings County and southeastern Deuel County near the towns of Astoria (1.5 miles), 

Toronto (0.8 miles) and White (3 .5 miles). 81 wind turbines are located in Brookings County and 24 

wind turbines are located in Deuel County (project fact sheet is included as Exhibit "B"). 

This survey only includes parcels located in Brooking County, but may be expanded to include the Deuel 

County parcels in the future. Parcel data has been gathered from Brooking County public tax and GIS 

system at: https://beaconbeta.schneidercorp.com/?site=BrookingsCountySD 

Survey Results of Step 1: 

All Property Values since 2011 (Attached in Exhibit "A") 

• Properties that increased in value: 232 

• Average increase in value since 2011: 58% 

• Properties that decreased in value: 1 

• Average decrease in value: 3% 

Property Values of Residences since 2011 (Attached in Exhibit "A") 

• Total number of residences within area surveyed: 54 

• Number of Residences not located on farm land (rural acreages): 30 

• Number of rural acreages that increased in value: 29 

• Number of rural acreages that decreased in value: 1 

• Number of Residences associated with farming activities (farm places): 24 

• Number of farm places that increased in value: 24 EXHIBIT 
• Number of farm places that decreased in value : 0 
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Project Details

Project Capacity:  210 MW

Turbine Type:  Gamesa G87 2.0 MW 

Number of wind Turbines:  105

Hub Height:  78 meters

Rotor Diameter:  87 meters

Height from Ground to Tip of Blade:  399 feet

Access Roads:  Low-profile, gravel, 16 feet wide

Electrical System: Underground 

and overhead electric collector lines, 

project substation, and approximately 

13-miles of 115 kV transmission line.

Interconnection:  Xcel Energy 

Brookings County Substation

Other Facilities: Regional parts 

warehouse, one permanent 

meteorological tower, and a buried 

fiber optic control (SCADA) system.

Project Construction

Iberdrola Renewables  hired a civil contractor and 

electrical contractor to construct the project. At the  

peak of construction, up to 360 workers were hired by  

the contractors.

Project Overview

The Buffalo Ridge II Wind Project is located in northeastern Brookings 

County and southeastern Deuel County, South Dakota. The project is 

210 megawatts (MW) in size and generates enough power to supply 

more than 65,000 homes. 

The project supports the local economy through lease payments to local landowners and property tax payments to 

state and local governments. Numerous jobs were created during the project construction. While the project area 

encompasses approximately 42,800 acres (67 sections), the actual footprint is approximately 77 acres – less than one 

percent of the total project area acreage.

Economic Benefit

Construction: Project construction increased revenue 

for some local businesses such as ready-mix concrete 

and gravel suppliers, hardware stores, welding and 

machine shops, packaging and postal services, and heavy 

equipment repair and maintenance service providers. In 

addition, construction workers likely spent money at local 

hotels, restaurants, gas stations, and grocery stores.

Operation: Iberdrola Renewables  operation and 

maintenance of the facility requires seven to 12 

permanent positions. This may include staff 

hired and trained from the local community 

to maintain the wind farm. 
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Community

Community benefits include an increase to the state’s tax 

base resulting from the incremental increase in revenues 

from property taxes, which are based on the value of the 

facilities. Additionally, participating landowners receive 

payments through the life of the project. 

Developer and Owner

Iberdrola Renewables  is the largest wind power 

operator in the world with more than 12,000 MW 

wind power online worldwide. Iberdrola Renewables

developed and operates the MinnDakota Wind 

Project and the Buffalo Ridge I Wind Power Project

Brookings County, South Dakota.

Environmental Stewardship

Iberdrola Renewables  is working with agencies, 

landowners, and the community to help ensure the 

project blends with traditional farming and provides 

conservation of wildlife. 

Specifically, Iberdrola Renewables  has:

• Conducted landowner meetings seeking landowner 

input to identify farming needs in relation to the  

site layout.

• Communicated with agencies seeking their input on 

project development, construction, and operation.

• Refined the site layout and construction methods to 

conserve wildlife using results of site-specific studies 

on birds, butterflies, bats, threatened and endangered 

species, wetlands, and important habitat.
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