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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee thank you for this opportunity to express our positions for
the Crocker Wind Farm Project.

South Dakota Farmers Union works to promote the interests of farmers and ranchers and their families.
We work hard to advance sound and beneficial agricultural policies. South Dakota Farmers Union
formally supports the development of wind energy in the state and we support landowner’s rights to
develop their property.

Agriculture is the backbone of our rural communities so when the landowners, farmers and ranchers do
well so does the community. Many businesses and opportunities have gone away from our small towns
to larger metropolitan areas over the years. Wind farms provide a unique opportunity to use our natural
resources to bring opportunity and stability to farmers, ranchers, landowners, rural governments and
the communities where they live and do business.

America is the greatest country in the world and the agricultural community has been a strong and
supporting pillar of this country throughout its history. We honor that history by fighting every day for
family farmers, ranchers and the rural way of life.

Over the past decade South Dakota family farmers have continued building communities. SDFU was a
major contributor in development of the White Lake wind farm near Plankinton, SD that is part of the
Wind power contributing more than $2 billion in capital investment to our state for the construction and
maintenance of the 14 wind projects now in operation. These projects, along with the South Dakota
businesses that supply goods and services to the wind industry, support nearly 2,000 good-paying jobs in
our state. Better yet, there are numerous wind power projects being planned across our state and, if
huilt, these wind farms will attract billions of dollars of new private investment, millions of dollars of
new revenue for farmers and rural communities, and thousands of new jobs. Many of which are trained
right here in $.D. at Mitchell votech.

Today, | am proud to say that South Dakota is one of only two states where wind power provides over
30 percent of in-state power generation. That’s power that the whole region can count on. In fact, the
regional operator of our energy system has noted they can reliably meet over 50 percent of the current
demand for our 13-state region with wind power alone.

The growth in wind power in our state and region did not happen overnight or without careful pianning
and advances in technology. Wind works well with South Dakota’s other major power resources such as
hydroelectric, coal-fired, and natural gas power plants, adding to our fuel diversity and reducing our



reliance on imports. That diversity helps protect our businesses and homeowners from price and supply
volatility, as well as changing national and global policies.

Beyond helping keep electricity prices stable, wind power can also benefit the families and communities
who host the projects on their land. Wind farms now pay approximately 55 million each year in lease
payments, creating a new, drought-resistant revenue stream that can help family farmers and ranchers
expand their operations or withstand market fluctuations in crop prices.

We have seen success with wind power development to date, and the future remains bright with
prospects for more economic opportunity for South Dakotans. South Dakota’s wide open spaces and
high quality wind resource can potentially provide affordable and reliable electricity to those living
beyond our states borders. By continuing to expand and modernize our electricity grid, we can deliver
more of South Dakota’s wind resource to high demand areas, just as we deliver other commodities like
soybeans and corn to other parts of the nation.

Renewable power is proving its worth throughout the Great Plains, and South Dakota is committed to
keeping our state open for more wind development. The renewable energy sector is one of the fastest
growing in the nation, and renewable energy will continue to play a crucial role in creating new jobs and
growing our state’s economy. As wind power has grown to be nearly a third of our energy production,
our grid is as reliable as ever. With this experience in mind, 1 and SDFU will continue to support the
expansion of renewable energy in South Dakota.

-Chairman, members of the committee. | have copies of Agricultural Easements signed by seven home
site owners that have opposed the project in some way and built houses in the area after signing the
easement. One should note in SD, those of us who live in America’s fly over region appreciate our space
and cherish it very much. However, we also appreciate our neighbor's space and his freedoms as our
own. For this reason such Agricultural Easements have been established and should be implemented at
a local level. As | mentioned earlier Family Agriculture is the backbone of our great state. It cannat and
should not be limited by size or type.

Opposition to Crocker wind farm signed Agricultural Easements
Zack Wipf Chris Sass
Carpl Stevens Anthony Bjerke

David Adam Jeff Kalo Pamela Bjerke



Another note of opposition to Crocker wind farm - Greg Hubner — Author of Anti-Wind Book —

Mr. Hubner has written numerous publications in opposition to wind development stating subsidies as
the only reason big corporations are in the wind business.

One could ask Mr. Hubner the same thing about farming.

According to EWG date Mr. Greg Hubner is shown receiving Personal tax Subsidies of $227k over the last
21 years for an average of $10,809.52 per year.

Now, for the record | am a farmer too. | know as a farmer these subsidies go back into our economy in
one form or another. The same goes for wind subsidies.

According to records from the South Dakota Dept. of Revenue/Property Tax listing the amount of taxes
paid by the Day County Wind Project (99 MW project) and the Oak Tree project (19.5 MW project) in
Clark county are as follows;

Oak Tree Energy paid $108,191.51 in nameplate capacity tax and production tax for 2016 payable in
2017

$34,219.15 Clark School District

$23,953.40 Clark County

$ 6,532.75 Garfield Township

$ 3,733.00 Mount Pleasant Township

$38,753.21 remained with the State of South Dakota.

Day County wind paid $587,513.01 in nameplate capacity tax and production tax for 2016 payable
in 2017.

Day County received 5124, 285.91
Groton Area School received 5177,551.30
Oak Gulch Township received $33,089.11
Scotland Township received $20,176.28

State of SD received $232,410.41



Currently, family farmers and ranchers including their rural communities are chalienged with short falls
in family business and community budgets. Imagine, what our townships, counties, and school districts
budgets would be like if the numbers | just shared with you were increased with revenue from the
Crocker wind farm..

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee

Thank you for giving us this opportunity to exercise our democratic right to voice our opinion on this
extremely important issue to our family farmers & ranchers businesses, their neighbors and
communities.

As president of South Dakota Farmers Union | thank you for the work you do!

Respectfully,
Doug Sombke
SDFU

President
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AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

The following easement Is to be utiiized as required for farm and non-farm residentiat
development within the Agricuitural and Planned Residential Districts,
1, “Purpose. This easement Is required in the Agriculiural District,

2. Easemant.

In accordance with ihe candilions set forth in the daclsion af Clark County, dated

2003 . approving a permit for a dweliing on the above deseribed properly, and in consideration of
such approval, Grantors grant lo the owners of all property adjacent to the above dascribed property,
a perpatual nonaxclusive easement as follows: ’

a. The Grantors, thelr helrs, successors, and assigns acknowladge by the graniing of this
easemant that the above described properly iz sitvated in an agricullural area and may be
subjected 1o canditions resulling from commerclal agricullural operatlons on adjacent lands.
Such operations Include the cullivation, harvesting, and slorage of crops and livestock raising
and the application of chemicals, operation of machinsry, applicallon of irrlgation water, and
other accepted and customary agricuitural activilles conducled (n accordance with Federal
and State laws, These activilies ordinarlly and necessarlly producs nolse, dust, smoke, and
other condiions that may confllel with Grantors’ use of Grantors' property for residentlal
purposes, Grantora hereby walve ali comman law rights to objedt to normal and fnacessary
agricultural management aciivitles legally conducled on adjacent lands which may confliet
with Grantors' uss of Grantars® property for residential purposes, and Grantors hereby grant -
an easement to adjacent property owners for such activitias. )

b.  Nothing In this essement shalt grant & right to adjacent property awners for Ingress ar egrass
upon or across the described property. Nothing in this sasement shall prahibil or olherwise
restrict the Grantors from enforcing or seeking enforcement of stalutes or reguiations of
governmental agencles for activities conducled on adjacent propertles,

This easament is appurtenant to all property adjacent fo the above describad property and shall bind to
the helrs, successors and asslgns of Grantors and shall endure for the benefll of the adjolning
iandowners, thelr helrs, successors, and assigns. The adjacent landewners, thelr helrs, succassors, and
assigns are heraby expressly granted the right of third party enforcement of this easement,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantors have executed this easement on L= 20 o7,

€, Lrantor
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF CLARK

pdged  hefora me on _%‘:ﬁ:g_aﬂ_, 20 07 by
(Granlors),
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AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

The following easement is to be utilized as required for farm and non-farm rfesidential
development within the Agriéuitural and Planned Residential Distric’;s.

1. Purpose. This easement |z raquired in the Agricullurat District.

2. Easement.

("Grantorg”) ar y described as follows:

a. The Grantors, thelr heirs, successors, and asslgns acknowledge by the granting of this
easement that the above described property is situated in an agricullurat ares and may be
sublected to conditions regulting from commercial agriculiural operations on adjacent lands.
Such operations include the cultivation, harvesting, and sfarage of crops and livestock raising
and the application of cherricals, operation of machinery, application of krrigation water, and
other accepted and customary agricultural activities conducted In accordance with Federat
and State laws. These activitles ordinarily and necessarlly produce nolse, dust, smoke, and
other conditions that may corflict with Grantors' use of Grantors' Properiy for residentlal

rmal and necessary

agricultural management activilies. legally conducted on adjacent lands which may conflict
with Grantors' uge of Grantors’ property for residential purposes, and Grantors heraby grant
an gasement ta adjacent property owners for such aclivitios,
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upon or across the describad property. Nothing in this easement shall prohibit or otheriwise
restiict the Grantors from enforeing or seeking enforcement of slatutes or regulations of
conducted on adjacent propertias,

This aasement Is appurienant to al property adjacent to the above describad property and shall bind to
the helrs, successors and assigns of Grantors and shall endure for the benefit of the ad/olning
landowners, thelr heirs, Successors, and assigns. The adjacent landowners, thair heirs, successors, and
asslgns are heraby expressly granted the right of third parly enforcement of ;h{s.easament.
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My Commisslon Expires: _} 2~} 8- ; 8
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AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

' ‘ The following easement Is to be wtilized as required for farm and non-farm residential
: development within the Agricultural and Planned Residential Districts.

1, Purpose, This easement Is required in the Agricultural Disteict.

2. Easement,

(“m" ii iia owners of real brope“ isicﬁﬁd as follows:

1n aceordance with ihe condiiions set forlh in the decision of Clark County, dated __Tuly £
2003 , approving & permil for a dwelling on the above described property, and In consideration of
such approval, Grantors grant {0 the owners of all property adiacent to the abave described property,

a parpetual nonexciusive aasement as follows:

and assigns scknowledge by the granting of this
ity (5 sifuated in an egricullura) area and may be

|
| a. The Grantors, their heirs, successols,
operations on adjacent lands,

easement that ihe above described propo
subjected lo condilions resulling from commercial agricultural
Such operations Inciude the cultivatlen, harvesting, and slerage of orops and Iivestock raising
and the application of chemicals, operation of machinery, application of wrigation water, and
other accapted and customary egriculiural acliviles conducted In actordance with Federal
- and Slate laws, These aclivifies ordinarily and neceassrlly protluce nolss, dust, smoke, and
other conditions that may confict with Grantors' use of Grantors’ properly for residential
purposes. Grantors hareby walva all common law 1ights to object fo normal and necessary
agricultural management activities legally canducted on adjacent {ands which may corflict
with Grantors' use of Grantors® properly for residential purposes, and Grantors hereby grant

an easement to adjacent properly owners for such acliviiies.

b. Nothlng in this easement shall grant a dght to adjacent praperly ownars for ingrass or egress
upon or across the described property. Nothing In this easement shall protibit or otherwise
rastrict the Grantors from enforcing of seeking enforcement of statutes or regulations of
governmantal agencles for activities conducted on edjscent properties,

This easament is appurtenant to ali property adjacent to the above described properly and shall bind to
endure for ihe benefit of the adjoining

the helrs, successors and asaigns of Granlors and shal
landowners, thelr heirs, successors, and assigns, The adjacent landowners, their helrs, successors, and

assigns are hereby expressly granted the right of ihird party enforcement ;.fjl»is easement.

nlors haye execuled this éasement on _Mi_, 20 Qﬁ_ .
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oforea me on MS__, 2057, by

(Grentors).
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AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

The following easement Is to be utilized as required for farm and non-farm residential
deveiopment within the Agricultural and Planned Residential Districts.

1. Purpose,. This easement Ii required in the Agricultural District,

2. Easement.

{"Grantors") are the owners of real broperly deseribed as follows:

In accordance with the condllions set forth In the deciston of Clark County, dated __sI&lu_..L
20,03 , approving a permit for a dweliing on the above described property, and in consideration of
such approval, Grantors grant lo the owners of all property adjacent to the above described properly,
a perpelual nonexclusive sasement as follows:

a. The Grantors, thelr helrs, successors, and assigns acknowledge by the granting of this
easemant that the above dasceibed property Is situated In an agricultural area and may be
subjected fo condifions resulting from commerclal agricultural operations on adjacent lands,
Such operations Include the cullivation, harvesting, and storags of craps and livestock raising
and the appication of chemicals, operation of machinery, application of Irrigation water, and
other accepted and customary agricullural aclivilles conducted In accordance with Federal
and State taws. These acliviies ordinarlly and necessarily produce noige, dust, smoke, and
other condRions fhai may conflict wiih Grantors’ use of Grantors’ property for residential -
purposes. Grantors hereby waive all comman law rights to abject to normal and necessary
agriculiural management activilles lagally conducled on adjacent lands which may confllot
with Granlors' usa of Granltors' proparty for residentlal purposes, and Grantors hereby grant
an easement to ad)acent property owmere for such aclivities.

b. Nothing In this easement shall grant a right to adjacent property cwners for ingress or egrass
upon or across the described property, Nothing in this sasement shalt prohibit or atherwise
restrict the Grantors from enforcing or seeking enforcement of statutes or regulations of
governmental agencles for activitles conducted on adjacent properiles.

This easement is appurtenant {o all property adjacenf 1o the abova dascribed properly and shell bind to
the helrs, successors and assigns of Granlors and shall-endure for {he benofit of the adjolning
landowners, thelr halrs, succassors, and assigns, The adjacent landowners, thelr heirs, successors, end
asslgns are hereby expressly granted the right of third party enforcement of this eassment.
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AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

The following easement is to be utilized as required f

or farm and non-farm residential

developmant within the Agricultural and Planned Residential Districts.

1. Purpose. This easement is required in the Agriculturat Distriel.

2. Easement.

{“Grantars”) ara the owners of real property described as follows:

tn accordance with the condifions set forth In the decision of Ciark County, dated

20 03, approving a permil for a dwelling on lhe above described property,
such approval, Grantors grant to the ownars of all property adjacent to
a perpatual nonexclusive eagemant as follows:

a. The Grantors, their helrs, SucGessors, and assigns

and in consideration of

the above described property,

acknowledge by the granting of this

aasement Lhat he sbove described property s giluated in an agricultural area and may te

subjected to conditions resulting from commerclal agricuiturai o
Such operations include the cultivation, harvesting,
and the application of chemicals, aperation of machinery,

olher accepted and cusiomary agricultural activities conducted in accor
and Stale laws. Thesa activities ordinarily and necassarlly produce noise,

other conditions that may conflict with Grantors' use of Grantors'

perations on adjacent lands.
and storage of crops and livestock raising
appiication of imrigation water, and

danca wilh Fedetal
dust, smoke, and
property for residential

purposes. Grantors hereby waive all common law rights to object 1o normal and necessary
agricultural management activities legally conducted on adjacent lands which may conflict

with Grantors' use of Grantors® property for residential purposes,
an easement to adjacent property owners for such activities.

b. Nothing In this easement shall grant a right to adjacent property
upon ar across the described property. Nothing In this easement

and Grantors heraby grant

owners for ingrass or egress
shall prohibit or olherwise

restrict the Grantors from enforcing or seeking anforcement of stalutes of regulations of
governmental agencies for activities conducled on adjacent properties.

This easement is appurtenant lo all praperty adjacent to the above described property and shall bind to
the heirs, successors and assigns of Granlors and shall endure for the benefit of the adjoining
landowners, thair helrs, successors, and assigns. The adjacent landowners, thoir heirs, successars, and
assigns are hereby expressly granted ihe right of third party enforcertent of this easement,

Signature, Grantor

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

COUNTY OF CLARK

IN il*rieis WHiiEor-". the Grantors have execuled this easement onﬂ&%ﬁﬂb
SS:
owledged before me on Q[Albg,&_, 2009 oy
{Grantors}).

2009 .

e’

Notary Public

My Commission Explres: M&Jﬁ_ﬂ,ﬁ@ /0 ] ~ ;\-RLYS PAULSON

GTARY PUBLIC
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' AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT '

i The following easement is to be utiized as required for farm and non-farm residential
development within the Agritultural and Planned Residential Districts.

1. Purpose. This easement Is required in the Agricultural District.

2. Easement.

¢ .

In accordance with the condllions set forth In the decision of Clark Counly, daled

2003 . approving a permit for a dwelling on the above dezcrlbed proparty, and n consideralion of
such approval, Grantors grant to the owners of all property adjacent fo the above described property,
a perpetual nonexclusive easement as follows:

a. The Granlors, their heirs, successors,
easement that the above described pro
subjacted to conditions resulting from

and assigns acknowledge by the granting of this
perty Is sltuated In an agricullural area and may be
commercial agricultural operations on adiacert fands.

Such operations include the Gultivation, harvesting, and storage of crops and livastock ralging
and the application of chemicals, operation of machinery, application of irrigation water, and
other accapted and cuslomary agricultura! activities conducted In accordanca with Federal
and State laws. Thase achivities ardinarlly and necessarily produce nolse, dust, smoke, and
other condillons that may conflict with Grantors' use of Grantors' property for residential
pumoses. Grantors hereby walve all common law rights to object to normal and necessary
agricullural management activities legally conducted on adjacent lands which may conflict
with Grantars’ use of Grantors' property for residentiat purposes, and Grantors hereby grant
an easemant to adjacent property owners for such aclivilles.

i
i
H
1

b. Nothing in this easement shall grant a right to adjacani properly owners for ingress or egress
upon or across the described property, Nothing In this easement shall prohiblt or otherwlse
resirict the Grantors from enforcing or seeking enforcement of stalules or regulations of
governmental agencles for activities conducted on adjacent proparties.

This easement is appurtenant to all property adjacent to the above described property and shall bind to
the heirs, successors and assigns of Grantors and shall endure for the benefit of the adjoining
iandowners, thelr hairs, successors, and assigns. The adjacent landownars, their heirs, successors, and
assigns are hereby expressly granted the right of third party enforcement of this easément.

ent on _f_é.l_{___.

2008

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF CLARK
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{Grantors).
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AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT

‘ The following easement is to be utilized as required for farm and non-farm residential -
development within the Agricultural and Planned Residential Districts.
1. Purpose. This easement is required in the Agriculiural District.

2. Easement.

( ¥ of raal pro described as follows:

In accordance with the conditions set forth in the decision of Clark County, dated __July [
20,03 , approving a permit for & dwelling on the above described property, and in cansideration of
such approval, Grantors grant to the owners of all property adjacent to the above deseribed proparty,
a perpetual nonexclusive easement as follows: :

a. The Grantors, thelr helrs, successors, and assigns acknowledge by the granting of this
easemant that the above described properly Is situated In an agricultural area and may be
subjected to condilions resulting from commercial agricuiturat operalions on adjacent tands.
Such operations include the cultivation, harvesting, and storage of crops and livestock raising

. and the application of chemicals, operation of machinery, appiicatlon of irrigation water, and
; other accepted and customary agricutiural activities conducted in accordance with Féderal
‘ and Slate laws. These aclivilies ordinarily and necessarily produce nolse, dust, smoke, and
other conditions that may confiict with Granlors’ use of Grantors' property for residential
purposes, Grantors hereby waive all common law rights to object to normal and necessary
agricultural management activities legally conducted on adjacent lands which may conflict
with Granfors' use of Grantors' property for residential purposes, and Grantors hereby grant
an easement to adjacent property owners for such aclivities.

} b. Nothing in this easement shall grant a tight to adjacent property owners for ingress ar egress
upon or across the described property. Nothing In this easement ghall prohlbil or ctherwise .
restrict the Granors from enforcing or seeking enforcement of slatutes or regulations of
governmental agencies for aclivities conducted on adjacent properties. :

This easement Is appurtenant o all property adjacent to the above described propsrty and shall bind to
; the helrs. successors and assigns of Grantors and shall endure for the benefit of the adjoining
: landowners, thelr helrs, successors, and assigns. The adjacent tandownerst, their helrs, successors, and
atsigns are hereby expressly granted the right of third party enforcement ef this easement.

.

liliiiiai qiiii[. the Grantors have exacuted this easement on _%L/‘ 20./7 .
Signature; Grartor ‘

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
. §8: .
COUNTY OF CLARK :
. ‘ Thetmment  wag 2 adgad _before . me  on %’L'[_a 2040 by
L . ‘ oy ) {Grantors).

Misc Book III Page 467






