
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION 
FOR ELECTRICAL SERVICE BY DA­
KOTA PLAINS AG CENTER, LLC TO 
HAVE NORTHWESTERN ENERGY 
ASSIGNED AS ITS ELECTRIC PRO­
VIDER IN THE SERVICE AREA OF 
BONHOMME-YANKTON ELECTRIC 

DOCKET NUMBER ELl 6-013 

PETITION OF 
SDREA TO INTERVENE 

Pursuant to SDCL 1-26-17.1 and ARSD 20:10:01:15.02, South Dakota 

Rural Electric Association ("SDREA") by its undersigned counsel files this Petition to 

Intervene as a party in the above-referenced matter. In support of its Petition, SD REA 

states as follows: 

1. SDREA is an organization comprised of member electric cooperatives in 

South Dakota. SD REA is devoted to the protection of the interests of its member electric 

cooperatives and their customers. 

2. Dakota Plains Ag Center, LLC ("Dakota Plains") has filed a Petition to have 

NorthWestern Corporation, doing business as NorthWestern Energy, to be its electric 

service provider. 

3. The site of Dakota Plains is located in the service territory of BonHomme-

Yankton Electric Association, Inc., a rural electric cooperative and a member company of 

SD REA. 

4. SDREA's interests in this docket include, but are not limited to, the following: 

(a) That Dakota Plains (and future similar facilities) be required to 

purchase power from the electric service provider in whose ter-



ritory the facility is located, consistent with South Dakota's 

Territorial Laws. 

(b) That Dakota Plains (and future similar facilities) be required to 

meet the statutory framework regarding large loads and specif-

ically the statutory prerequisite that the proposed facility have 

a contracted minimum demand in excess of the statutory 

threshold of two thousand kilowatts. SDCL 49-34-1.5 

5. SDREA believes that the issues presented in the Petition directly affect all of 

its member companies, and their consumers. SDREA requests that the Commission ex-

amine the Petition of Dakota Plains in this docket in a manner that does not result in an 

erosion of South Dakota's territorial laws, which would be detrimental to member com-

panies and to the consumers of South Dakota. 

6. The issues presented in this docket and SDREA's proposed intervention con-

stitute matters of public interest, especially to the preservation and integrity of the South 

Dakota Territorial Act. Thus, denial of this Petition would be detrimental to the public 

interest and is likely to result in a miscarriage of justice. 

WHEREFORE, SDREA requests that the Commission permit its interven-

tion and participation in this proceeding, to examine and cross-examine witnesses, con-

duct discovery and offer evidence on its own behalf. 

Dated this.a.a._ day of April, 2016. 

Riter, Rogers, Wartier & Northrup, LLP 

By:~J1p~ 
Darla Pollman Rogers 
Attorney for SDREA 
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P. 0. Box 280 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
Telephone (605) 224-5825 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Petition to Intervene was served 
via electronic filing with the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission and via email on the 

following individuals: 

Ms. Patricia Van Gerpen, Executive Director 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pie1Te, SD 57501 

patty. vangerpen@state.sd. us 

Ms. Kristen Edwards, Staff Attorney 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Kristen.edwards@state.sd.us 

Mr. Patrick Steffensen, Staff Analyst 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 

patrick.steffensen@state.sd.us 

Mr. Eric Paulson, Staff Analyst 
South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 

500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501 

eric. paulson@state.sd. us 

Mr. Brett Koenecke - Representing Dakota Plains Ag Center. LLC 
May, Adam, Gerdes and Thompson, LLP 

PO Box 160 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Brett@mayadam.net 

Ms. Km·a Semmler - Representing Dakota Plains Ag Center, LLC 
May, Adam, Gerdes and Thompson, LLP 

PO Box 160 
Pierre, SD 57501 
kcs@magt.com 
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Nick Moser 
Johnson, Miner, Marlow, Woodward & Huff, Prof. LLC 

PO Box 667 
Yankton, South Dakota 57078 

(605) 665-5009 
nick@jrnmwh.com 

Sheila S. Woodward 
Johnson, Miner, Marlow, Woodward & Huff, Prof. LLC 

PO Box 667 
Yankton, South Dakota 57078 

(605) 665-5009 
sheila@jrnmwh.com 

Mr. Jonathan M. Oostra 
Corporate Counsel 

North Western Energy 
3010 West 69th Street 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

jon.oostra@northwestem.com 

Mr. Al Brogan 
Corporate Counsel 

North Western Energy 
Ste. 205 

208 N. Montana Ave. 
Helena, MT 59601 

Al.Brogan@northwestern.com 

Ms. Pamela Bonrud 
North Western Energy 

3010 West 69th St. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

Pam.Bonrud@northwestern.com 

Mr. Jeffrey Decker 
Specialist Regulatory Affairs 

North Western Energy 
600 Market St. West 

Huron, SD 57350-1500 
jeffrey.decker@northwestern.com 
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Mr. Merlin Goehring 
Manager 

Bon Homme Yankton Electric Association Inc. 
PO Box 158 

Tabor, SD 57063-0158 
mj g@byelectric.com 

Dated this @d... day of April, 2016. 
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